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(Elliott/DD) 
September 27, 198 4 
10:00 a.m. 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: T.V. SPOT .FOR CAMPAIGN 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1984 

My fellow Americans, I'd like to speak to you for a moment 

about the choice you'll be asked to make this November 6th --

Election Day. I believe it's the clearest choice in 50 years on 

what policies we should have, what direction our country should 

take for your future and America's. 

We've made a New Beginning, now we're being asked to choose. 

Will we go forward with the courage, common sense and new spirit 

making America stronJ again -- giving us new opportunities, and 

offering, I think, the best hope for all -- including those of 

you still not back on your feet? Or, will we turn back to 

policies of high taxing and spending that weakened our economy, 

reduced opportunities, and brought hardship to so many? 

America works best when we trust our people -- trust you as 

responsible individuals and give you opportunity. When we trust 

your vision, faith, and courage, when you have opportunities to 

climb higher and reach for the stars, a million dreams can become 

the golden dream of America. 

But we saw that back when we let Government control our 

future, America got into serious trouble. We saw a strong Nation 

staggered by no growth, punishing inflation, record interest 

rates and taxes, rising unemployment, and weakened defenses. 

We saw policies with devastating results: families 

encouraged to break up; bedrock values of work and strength of 

neighborhoods undermined; crime going up; our children's 
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achievement in school going down; confidence in ourselves and our 

future falling. 

America wasn't working very well. Yet those in charge gave 

us excuses, not solutions, and they blamed the people for their 

mistakes. When I became custodian of this office, I wanted more 

than anything to help Americans believe in themselves again. So, 

we embarked on a new path: greater responsibility in Government, 

greater confidence in America, and greater opportunity for every 

American. 

We've reduced Government spending growth, which had risen to 

over 17 percent in 1980; we've gone forward with a long-overdue 

defense rebuilding program. And, we won the first comprehensive 

tax rate reduction for the people since President John Kennedy's 

program: a 25-percent cut for everyone who works and earns; tax 

indexing to keep Government from profiting from inflation at your 

expense; estate tax reductions for family farms and small 

businesses; a reduction in the marriage penalty; an increase in 

the child-care tax credit; higher rates of return for small 

savers; and new incentives for I.R.A.'s and Keogh contributions. 

And, what do you know -- good things are happening. Four 

years ago, when Washington was calling the plays, all they ever 

did was punt. Today, people are back in charge and America is 

scoring touchdowns again. Inflation is down, but growth, jobs, 

and investment are up; we're reaching toward new frontiers of 

science, technology, and space; students are doing better in 

school, preparing for leadership; crime is down; our people are 

more united; and America is at peace. I wish I could take the 
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credit, but it doesn ' t belong to me; it belongs to all of you. 

We know, many people still need help. But all of us can and will 

go forward if we remember the one great driving idea for our 

future -- economic growth. Lowering yo·ur tax rates further will 

mean more jobs, rising take-home pay, and greater opportunities 

for all. An Opportunity Society for America is our vision and 

our challenge. 

But not my opponent's. His policies would take us off the 

path of an Opportunity Society, and put us back on the old path 

of defeatism, decline, and despair. He fought the idea of your 

receivin tax cut. Now, to pay for his spending promises, 
tX, 

he'd ~ · ;ee indexing and raise taxes the equivalent of $1,800 

per household. By the way, this would also eliminate growth and 

bring back inflation. Some fairness. Some opportunity. 

His faith has always been in Government. Ours is in people. 

He sees America wringing her hands. We see America raising her 

hands. He sees America divided by envy. We see America inspired 

and uniting for opportunity. We believe in knowing when 

opportunity knocks. He seems determined to knock opportunity. 

Haven't we struggled too hard, come too far, to go back to that 

unhappy past? If we stick together, we'll keep building 

something new and much better -- a renewed American spirit with a 

future of shining opportunities our children can cherish forever. 

Thank you and God bless you. 
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lost by returning to that unhappy past? If we stick together, we 

can build something new and much better a renewed American 

spirit with a future of opportunities that our children will 

cherish forever. Thank you and God bless you. 
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PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: 

vl-'> (Elliott/DD) 
September 27, 
10:00 a.m. 

T.V. SPOT FOR CAMPAIGN 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1984 

19~ 

My f ellow Americans, I'd like to speak to you for a moment 

about the Ghoice you'll be asked to ~ake this November 6th --

Election Day. I believe it's the clearest choice in 50 years on 

what policies we should have, what direction our country should 
~. 

take for your future and America's. 

We've made a New Beginning, now we're being asked to choose. 

Will we go forward with the courage, common sense and new spirit 

making America strong again -- giving us new opportunities, and 

offering, I think, the best hope for all -- including those of 

you still not back on your feet? Or, will we turn back to 

policies of high taxing and spending that weakened our economy, 

reduced opportunities, and brought hardship to so many? 

America works best when we trust our people -- trust you as 

responsible individpals and give you opportunity. •When we trust 

your vision, faith, and courage, when you have opportunities to 

climb higher and reach for the stars, a million dreams can become 

the golden dream of America. 

But we saw that back when we let Government control our 

future, America got into serious trouble. We saw a strong Nation 

staggered by no growth, punishing inflation, record interest 

rates and taxes, rising unemployment, and weakened defenses. 

We saw policies with devastating results: families 

encouraged to break up; bedrock values of work and strength of 

neighborhoods undermined; crime going up; our children's 
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achievement in school going down; confidence in ourselves and our 

future falling. 

America wasn't working very well. Yet those in charge gave 

us excuses, not solutions, and they blamed the people for their 
' 

mistakes. When 'r became custodian of this office, I wanted more 

than anything to help Americans believe in themselves again. So, 

we embarked on a new path: grJater responsibility in Government, 

greater confidence in America, and greater opportunity for every 

American. 

We've reduced Government spending growth, which had risen to 

over 17 percent in 1980; we've gone forward with a long-overdue 

defense rebuilding program. And, we won the first comprehensive 

tax rate reduction for the people since President John Kennedy's 

program: a 25-percent cut for everyone who works and earns; tax 

indexing to keep Government from profiting from inflation at your 

expense; estate tax reductions for family farms and small 

businesses; a reduction in the marriage penalty; an increase in 

the child-care tax credit; higher rates of return for small 

savers; and new incentives for I.R.A.'s and Keogh contributions. 

And, what do you know -- good things are happening. Four 

years ago, when Washington was calling the plays, all they ever 

did was punt. Today, people are back in charge and America is 

scoring touchdowns again. Inflation is down, but growth, jobs, 

and investment are up; we're reaching toward new frontiers of 

science, technology, and space; students are doing better in 

school, preparing for leadership; crime is down; our people are 

more united; and America is at peace. I wish I could take the 
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credit, but it doesn't belong to me; it belongs to all of you~ 

We know, many people still need help. But all of us can and will 

go forward if we remember the one great driving idea for our 

future -- economic growth. Lowering your tax rates further will 

mean more jobs, 'rising take-home pay, and greater opportunities 

for all. An Opportunity Society for America is our vision and 

our challenge. 

But not my opponent's. His policies would take us off the 

path of an Opportunity Society, and put us back on the old path 

of defeatism, decline, and despair. He fought the idea of your 

receiving any tax cut. Now, to pay for his spending promises, 

he'd eliminate indexing and raise taxes the equivalent of $1,800 
lvt/H{Cl-f 

per household_ ~ '6AttiPWWuJ, Ltr~s would ~ eliminate growth and 

bring back inflation. 5,o~g fairRcs~. 

His faith has always been in Government. Ours is in people. 

~ see~ Affierisa ,;,riR'j"ing her ham]1-,. l¥e coo Ameri€e: r aJ:,OJefl:tj' ~ 

~na.€. He sees America divided by envy. We see America inspired 

and uniting for opportunity. We believe in knowing when 

opportunity knocks. He seems determined to knock opportunity. 

Haven't we struggled too hard, come too far, to go back to that 

unhappy past? If we stick together, we'll keep building 

something new and much better -- a renewed American spirit with a 

future of shining opportunities our children can cherish forever. 

Thank you and God bless you. 



(Elliott/DD) 
September 26, 1984 
5:00 p.m. ~ 

PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: T.V. SPOT FOR CA.MPAIGN 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1984 

My fellow Americans, I'd like to speak to you for a mome nt 

about the choice you'll be asked to make this November 6 

Election Day. I believe it's the clearest choice in 50 years on 

what policies we should have, wbat direction our country should 

take for your future and America's. 

We've made a New Beginning, now we're being asked to choose. 

Will we go forward with the courage, common sense and new spirit 

making America strong again -- giving us new opportunities, and 

offering, I think, the best hope for all -- including those of 

you still not back on your feet? Or, will we turn back to 

policies of high taxing and spending that weakened our economy, 

reduced opportunities, and brought hardship to so many? 

America works best when we trust our p e ople -- trust you as 

responsible individuals and give you opportunity. When we trust 

your vision, faith, and courage, when you have opportunities to 

climb higher and reach for the stars, a million dreams can become 
\ 

the golden dream of America. 

But we saw that back when we let Government control our 

future, America got into serious trouble. We saw a strong Nation 

staggered by no growth, punishing inflation, record interest 

rates and taxes, rising unemployment, and weakened defenses. 

We saw policies with devastating results: families 

encouraged to break up; bedrock values of work and strength of 

neighborhoods undermined; crime going up; our children's 
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achievement in school going down; confidence in ourselves and our 

future falling. 

America wasn't working very well. Yet those in charge 

wouldn't admit they had robbed us of opportunity. Instead, they 

blamed the people and stirred up envy and resentment. 

When I became custodian of this office, I wanted more than 

anything to help Americans bel1eve in themselves again. So, we 

embarked on a new path: greater responsibility in Government, 

greater confidence in America, and greater opportunity for every 

American. 

We've reduced Government spending growth, which had risen to 

over 17 percent in 1980; we've gone forward with a long-overdue 

defense rebuilding program. And, we won the first comprehensive 

tax rate reduction for the people since John Kennedy was 

President: a 25-percent cut for everyone who works and earns; 

tax indexing to keep Government from profiting from inflation at 

your expense; estate tax reductions for family farms and small 

businesses; a reduction in the marriage penalty; an increase in 

the child-care tax credit; higher rates of return for small 

savers; and new incentives for I.R.A.'s and Keogh contributions. 

And, what do you know -- good things are happening. Four 

years ago, when Washington was calling the plays, all they ever 

did was punt. Today, we're putting people back in charge and 

America is scoring touchdowns again. Inflation is down, but 

growth, jobs, and investment are up; we're reaching toward new 

frontiers of science, technology, and space; students are doing 
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better in school, preparing for leadership; crime is down; our 

people are more united: and America is at peace. 

Yet, many people still need help, still need jobs, still 

need hope. All of us can and will go forward if we remember the 

one great driving idea for our future -- economic growth. 

Lowering your tax rates further will mean more jobs, rising 

take-home pay, and greater opportunities for all. An American 

Opportunity Society is our vision and our challenge. 

But not my opponent's. His policies would take us off the 

path of an Opportunity Society, and put us back on the old path 

of defeatism, decline, and despair. He fought the idea of your 

receiving any tax cut. Now, to pay for his spending promises, 

he'd eliminate indexing and raise taxes the equivalent of $1,800 

per household. By the way, this would also eliminate growth and 

bring back inflation. Some fairness. Some opportunity. 

His faith has always been in Government. Ours is in people. 

He sees America wringing her hands. We see America raising her 

hands. He sees America divided by envy. We see America inspired 

and uniting behind opportunity. We believe in knowing when 

opportunity knocks. He seems determined to knock opportunity. 

Haven't we struggled too hard, come too far, to see our progress 

lost by returning to that unhappy past? If we stick together, 

we'll keep building something new and much better -- a renewed 

American spirit with a future of opportunities our children can 

cherish forever. Thank you and God bless you. 
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no g7owth, punishing inflation, record interest rates and taxes, 

rising unemployment, and weakened defenses. 

We saw policies encouraging families to break up; bedrock 

values of work and strength of neighborhoods undermined: crime in 

our streets going up; our children's achievement and test scores 

in school going down. 

America wasn't working very well. Yet those in charge 

wouldn't admit they had robbed us of opportunity. Instead, they 

blamed the people and stirred up envy and resentment among us. 

When I became custodian of this office, I wanted more than 

anything to help Americans believe in themselves again. So, we 

embarked on a new path: greater responsibility in Government, 

and greater opportunity for every American. 

We've reduced Government spending growth, which had risen to 

over 17 percent in 1980 alone; we've gone forward with a 

long-overdue defense rebuilding program. And, we fought for the 

first comprehensive tax rate reduction since the Kennedy 

Administration: a 25-percent tax rate cut for everyone who works 

and earns; tax indexing to keep Government from profiting from 

inflation at your expense; family farm and small business estate 

tax reductions; a reduction in the marriage penalty; an increase 

in the child-care tax credit; higher rates of return for small 

savers; and new incentives for I.R.A.'s and Keogh contributions. 

And, what do you know -- good things are happening. Four 

years ago, when Washington was calling the plays, all they ever 

did was punt. Today, we're putting people back in charge and 

America is scoring touchdowns again. Inflation is down, but 
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growth, jobs, and investment are up; we're reaching toward new 

frontiers of science, technology, and space; students are doing 

better in school, preparing for leadership; crime is down; our 

people are more united; and America is at peace. 

Yet, many people still need help, still need jobs, still 

need hope. All of us can and will go forward if we remember the 

one great driving idea for our ·future -- economic growth -

lowering your tax rates will mean more jobs, rising take-home 

pay, and greater opportunities for all. An American Opportunity 

Society is our vision and our challenge. 

But not my opponent's. His policies would take us off the 

path of an Opportunity Society, and put us back on the old path 

of defeatism, decline, and despair. He fought the idea of you 

receiving any tax cut. Now, to pay for his spending promises, 

he'd eliminate indexing and raise taxes the equivalent of $1,800 

per household. By the way, this would also eliminate growth and 

bring back inflation. Some fairness. Some opportunity. 

His faith has always been in Government. Ours is in people. 

He sees America wringing her hands. We see America raising her 

hands. He sees America divided by envy, each of us challenging 

our neighbor's success. We see an America inspired by 

opportunity, all of us challenging the best in ourselves. We 

believe in knowing when opportunity knocks. He goes out of his 

way to knock opportunity. I believe we've struggled too hard, 

come too far, to see our progress ruined by returning to that 

unhappy past. If we stick together, we can build something new 
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and much better -- a future of opportunities that our children 

will cherish forever. Thank you and God bless you. 



(Elliott ) 
September 25 , 1984 

7: 00 p . m.:___,., ~ --D 
PRESIDENTIAL TAPING: T.V. SPOT FOR CAMPAIGN 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1984 

My fellow Americans, I'd like to speak to you for a few 

moments about the choice you'll be asked to make this 

November 6 -- Election Day, 1984. I believe this election offers 

the clearest choice in 50 years· on what kind of policies we 

should have, and what direction our country should take -- for 

your future and America's. 

We've made a New Beginning, and now we're being asked to 

choose. Will we keep going forward with the courage, sense, and 

new spirit that are making America strong again -- giving us new 

opportunities, and offering, I think, the best hope for all of 

you who are still not back on your feet? Or, will we turn back 

to policies of high taxing and spending that weakened our 

economy, reduced opportunities, and brought hardship to so many? 

All my years in this great land have convinced me that 

America works best when we trust our people -- trust you as 

responsible adults and give you opportunity. When we trust your 

vision, faith, judgement, and courage, when we enable you to earn 

more and keep more of what you earn that's when seeds of 

progress are planted, and a million dreams grow into the golden 

dream of America. 

Now, we saw pretty convincing proof in the recent past that, 

when we let Government take control of our future, America got 

into serious trouble. We saw a once strong Nation staggered by 
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no growth, punishing inflation, record interest rates and taxes, 

rising unemployment, and weakened defenses. 

We saw policies encouraging families to break up; bedrock 

values of work and strength of neighborhood undermined; crime in 

our streets going up; our children's achievement and test scores 

in school going down. 

America wasn't working very well. Yet those in charge 

wouldn't admit they had robbed us of opportunity. Instead, they 

blamed the people and stirred up envy and resentment among us. 

When I became custodian of this office, I wanted more than 

anything to help Americans believe in themselves again. So, we 

asked the people to embark on a new path of greater common sense 

in Government, and greater opportunity for every American. 

We've reduced Government spending growth, which had risen to 

over 17 percent in 1980 alone; we've gone forward with a 

long-overdue defense rebuilding program. And, we fought for the 

first comprehensive tax rate reduction since the Kennedy 

Administration: a 25-percent tax rate cut for everyone who works 

and earns; tax indexing to keep Government from profiting from 

inflation at your expense; family farm and small business estate 

tax reductions; a reduction in the marriage penalty; an increase 

in the child-care tax credit; higher rates of return for small 

savers; and new incentives for I.R.A.'s and Keogh contributions. 

And, what do you know -- good things are happening. Four 

years ago, when Washington was calling the plays, it seemed all 

they ever did was punt. Today, we're putting people back in 

charge and America is scoring touchdowns again. Inflation is 
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down, but growth, jobs, and investment are up; we ' re reaching 

toward new frontiers of science, technology, and space; students 

are doing better in school, preparing for leadership; crime is 

down; our people are more united; and America is at peace. 

Yet, many people still need help, still need jobs, still 

need hope. All of us can and will go forward together if we 

remember the one great driving 1dea for our future -- economic 

growth -- through lower tax rates, more jobs, rising take-home 

pay, and greater opportunities for all. An American Opportunity 

Society is our vision and our challenge. 

But not my opponent's. His policies would take us off the 

path of an Opportunity Society, and put us back on the old path 

of defeatism, decline, and despair. He fought the idea of you 

receiving any tax cut. Now, to pay for his spending promises, 

he'd eliminate indexing and raise taxes the equivalent of $1,800 

per household. By the way, this would also eliminate growth and 

bring back inflation. Some fairness. Some opportunity. 

His faith has always been in Government. Ours is in people. 

He sees America wringing her hands. We see America raising her 

hands. We believe in knowing when opportunity knocks. He goes 

out of his way to knock opportunity. I believe we've struggled 

too hard, come too far, to see our progress ruined by returning 

to that unhappy past. If you stick with us, we can build 

something new and much better -- a future of opportunities that 

our children will cherish forever. Thank you and God bless you. 




