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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

OCT 6 1987 

Ronald D. Sanders, P~esident 
National Expositions, Inc. 
New Kensington, Pa. 15068 

Dear Mr. Sanders: 

Your 
equipment 
response. 
update of 

letter to the President concerning portable amusement 
being held in Venezuela was referred to me for 

I telephoned our Consulate in Maracaibo for an 
the situation there. 

I understand that the equipment you mentioned was embargoed 
by a Venezuelan court pending the outcome of a lawsuit against 
you there. The suit is still unresolved, and the equipment 
unreleasable. 

The United States cannot represent you in a private legal 
proceeding, so there may be no way for the government to 
assist. Nonetheless, I have forwarded a copy of your letter 
and this one to Consulate Maracaibo for review and comment, if 
appropriate. 

Sincerely, 

r1 
L. Bradley Hittle 
Venezuela Country Officer 

cc. Consulate Maracaibo 



'r H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

8727686 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 25, 1987 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ACTION REQUESTED : 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING : 

ID: 

MEDIA : 

TO: 

FROM: 

532160 

LETTER , DATED SEPTEMBER 14, 198 7 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. RONALD D. SANDERS 
PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL EXPOSITIONS , INC. 
953 5TH AVENUE 
NEW KENSINGTON PA 15068 

SUBJECT : ASKS FOR HELP TO GET EQUIPMENT RELEASED BY 
REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA AT PORT OF MARACAIBO 
SINCE 1979 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESI DENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



NATIONAL EXPOSITIONS INC. 
953 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW KENSINGTON, PA. 15068 

September 14, 1987 

Pres f dent Rona ·, d Reagan 87.2768B 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

~ Mr. President: 

~ I am writing this letter requesting your help. This matter 
(A, concerns a large quant 1 ty o portab ·, e amusement equipment: be fng nel d 
YJ by the Republic of Venezuela, at the Port of Maracaibo since 1979. Al I 

avenues for retrieval of this equipment and compensation have been 
expended in the United States. Our courts recently ruled no 
jurisdiction. Efforts by our State Department and persons in the 
Carter administration were useless. I was quietly advised by the 
Central Intelligence Agency not to return to Venezuela. 

This equipment is being neld illegally by the host 
government. This ordeal has caused considerable pain, financially and 
other wise, to various American citizens. It forced this company to 
insolvency costing jobs and commerce. We are a sma l ·1 company and have 
lfttle resources or leverage . We have Deen raped and our equipment 
extorted by the country of Venezuela. Justice is beyond our reach. 

This humble request for help is the only other thing tnat 
can think of. I apologize for taking your valuable time with such a 
minor problem. Any assistance wil I be greatly appreciated. 

National Expositions, Inc 
Phone 412 337 3289 

PS: Keep up the good worK 
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ACTION 

JffJP? . 
~-4)' [!t}/fl 0642 redo 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL , _;j?L'I # /? ¥-// 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 / ./7' 

r'MP ,fo ~ ~·ti,:: - ~ 
February 4, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN D. NEGROPONTE 
w. k1rv' 

FROM: STEPHEN I. DANZANSKY 

SUBJECT: Appointment Request for Frank Alcock 

M.i.fll.§,$= 1 7 Sjlerrnan of.,._ Collier, Shannon, Rill and Scott called 
seeking an appointment February 8 with you for . Frank Alcock, 2nd 
Vice President of Petroleos de Venezuela (Tab A). Alcock is 
making one of his periodic trips to the U.S. Sherman said Alcock 
is interested in discussing Enserch's case under Section 232 of 
the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 as amended by the Trade Act of 
1974, regarding oil imports and discussing energy security 
generally. Enserch has asked the Secretary of Commerce to 
determine that oil imports are a threat to national security and 
requests remedial action. Commerce has the case under review. 

Sherman said Alcock is positioned either to become Ambassador to 
the U.S. or President of Petroleos de Venezuela. We have nothing 
to confirm this. Sherman, who represents the Venezuelan oil 
industry, may wish to demonstrate his connections. 

Because of pending proceedings, whose results may be reviewed 
here, we recommend that you not see Alcock. On the other hand, 
this Directorate is prepared to listen to what Alcock has to say. 

Kirn Flow;/;" and Nie~ "'Ros tow concur . 

RECOMMENbATION: 

That we see Frank Alcock in the Directorate. 

Approve ~4/gt, Disapprove 

Attachment 
Tab A Letter from Michael Sherman 

Prepared by: 
Eric Melbyt,{;\_ _ 

..................... _.,_. 

I 



Robert A. Collier (1917-1984) 
Thomas F. Shannon 
James F. Rill 
William W Scott 
David A. Hartquist 
Richard S. Silverman 
R. Timothy Columbus 
Lauren R. Howard 
Paul D . Cullen 
Kathleen E. McDermott 
Michael D. Sherman 
Mark L. Austrian 
Jeffrey W King 
Joel Yohalem 
John B. Williams 
Paul C. Rosenthal 
Gary Jay Kushner 
Robert N. Steinwurtzel 
James R. Loftis, III 
John L . Wittenborn 
Jeffrey L. Leiter 
Michael R. Kershow 
Jeffrey S. Beckington 

Mr. Eric Melby 

Collier, Shannon, Rill & Scott 
Attorneys-at-Law 

1055 Thomas Jefferson Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20007 

Telephone: (202) 342-8400 
Telecopier: (202) 338-5534 

Telex: 440665 CSRS UI 

Writer's Direct Dial Number 

(202) 342-8562 

January 26, 1988 

Director, International Economic Affairs 
National Security Council 
Room 365, Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20506 

Dear Mr. Melby: 

Robert L. Meuser 
Judith L. Oldham 
Patrick B. Fazzone 
Jeanne M. Forch 
Laurence J. Lasoff 
Christopher J. MacAvoy 
Kathleen Weaver Cannon 
Patrick J. Coyne 
Daniel J. Harrold 
T. Michael Jankowski 
Carol A. Mitchell 
Frederick D. Baker 
Joel M. Mitnick 
K. Michael O'Connell 
B. Michael Hodge 
Mark D. Dopp 
Mary T. Staley 
Robert M. Huber 
J . Keith Ausbrook 
Gerard P. Fox 
Rosanne A. Hurwitz 
Robin H. Beeckman 
Anne M. Coffey 

Thank you for your assistance in attempting to arrange a meeting for 
Monday, February 8, 1988, between John Negroponte of the National Security Council 
and Frank Alcock, the Second Vice President of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. (11PDVSA11), 

and Alfredo Essis, the Special Assistant to the President of PDVSA. In addition, I wanted 
to inform you that Venezuela's Ambassador to the United States, the Honorable Valentin 
Hernandez, would attend any such meeting. 

Enclosed is some biographical information about the Ambassador, Mr. 
Alcock, and Mr. Essis. I greatly appreciate your efforts on this matter and hope that Mr. 
Negroponte's schedule will be able to accommodate the meeting. 

MDS:jlh 
enclosure 

Michael D. Sherman 
Counsel, Venezuelan Oil Industry 



CURRICULt.M VITAE 

Valentin Hernandez appointed Ambassador of Venezuela to the 

United States in February 1984, has had a long and distinguished career. 

Born on November 4, 192.S in San Fernando de Apure, he completed -

primary and secondary studies at the San Pablo Institute and Pedagogical 

Institute of Caracas. I-e was a member of the first class of petroleum 

engineers to graduate from the Central University of Venezuela in July 

1948, and later pursued graduate studies at the London School of Econom· 

ics from September 19S9 to July 1961, 

He began his career as a petroleum engineer with Creole Petroleum 

C.Orporation, where he was employed from 1948 to 1949. He left that com­

pany to enter private business, first as ~1anager of Rural Engineering 

Works, C .A .. from 1949-58, and then as Manager of San Antonio Construct­

ions, C.A. from 19S6-63, 

In 1963, .Ambassador Hern~ndez entered the Venezuelan Foreign Service . . 

with the rank of Economic Counselor and was posted to the Embassy of Vene-

zuela in Great Britain where, on various occasior~, he served as Charge 

d' Affaires, ad interim. He left the Foreign Senrice in 1964. 

On December 2, 1965, he was appointed .Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary to the United Kingdom of Lybia, the Republic of Tunisia, 

and the Kingdom of M--rocco, with residence in Tripoli. Following this -

tour of duty, on August 21,1969, he was appointed Ambassador Extraordinary 

and Plenipotentiary to Romania, where he senred until 1972. In December 



of that year he was appointed .Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

to Austria where he ~~uld remain until March 1974. 

In 1974, he was appointed Minister of Mines and Hydrocarbons and serv 

ed in this capacity for five years. furing this period of time he was elec!_ 

ed President of the OPEC C.Onference of Ministers on several occasions . 

..Ambassador Hernl~dez has also served as the Venezuelan representative 

to a number of international conferences, among them: The International 

Coffee Cotmcil, with headquarters in London, England; the IV Petroleum Con­

gress held in Beirut, Lebanon, in December 1963; the XII OPEC Meeting in 

K~'""''ait in 1966; the VI Arabian Petroleum Congress in Baghdad, Iraq, in - -

March, 1969; the XIII Conference Meeting of OPEC held in Vienna., Austria 

in 1967; and the Ministerial Meeting of the Group of 77 of the United Nat-­

ions held in Algiers, Algeria in October 1967. D.lring his assignment as -­

.Ambassador to Austria, he also represented Venezuela at the International 

Atomic Energy Commission. 

knbassad.or Hemmidez has received extensive recognition for his di~ 

plomatic efforts, He has been decorated twice by the Government of Venezue­

la, with the Order of the Liberator (Great Sash) and the Order of Francisco 

de Miranda (First Class), and the following countries: Mexico (Aztec Eagle, 

First Class); Romania (Order of Tudor Vladimirescu); Austria (Gold Cross, 

Sash), Iran (Order of Homayoun, Great Cross); Qatar (Order of Independence, 

First Class), Kuwait (Order of KUwait, First Class); Saudi Arabia (Order 

of H.M. King Abdul Azis, First Class); Spain (Great Cross of Isabel the 

Catholic, First Class); Brazil (Order of the Southem.~ Cross, Great Sash); 



and Portugal (Military Order of 01.ris t, Great Sash) . 

~ is married to Ysabel Diaz Gorrin and they have four Children, 

Valentin Eduardo, Marisela, Bibiana and Clementina Hernandez, 

* * * * * 



Mr. Frank Alcock 

Second Vice President 
Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. 

Mr. Alcock is Second Vice President of Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. 
(PDVSA), the holding company of the Venezuelan national oil industry. He attained that 
position in the fall of 1986. From 1981 until he became Second Vice President of PDVSA, 
Mr. Alcock served as President of Corpoven, S.A., one of the three vertically-integrated 
oil companies that comprise PDVSA. Mr Alcock has also held senior executive positions 
with Mobil of New York and Paris, served as Executive Vice President of Mobil 
Venezuela, and as President of the Venezuelan Oil Industry Association. He was also 
President of Llanove (Ex-Mobil), Cevegas and a member of the first Board of Directors 
of the holding company, Petroleos de Venezuela. In addition to his extensive petroleum 
experience, Mr. Alcock was President of Xerox de Venezuela. 

Mr. Alcock is an economist with degrees from Oxford and Harvard Business 
School as well as the Central University of Venezuela in Caracas. 



ALFREDO B. ESSIS 

Special Assistant to the President, Petroleos de Venezuela, S.A. 

Education: Degree in Petroleum and Geological Engineering, University of Tulsa 

Previous Positions: He entered the petroleum industry in 1961 with Mobil Oil Company. 

Then, he became a research professor and the Chief Director of the Institute of 

Petroleum at the Simon Bolivar University. In Corpoven, S.A., he has performed the 

duties of General Manager of Technology, Assistant General Manager of Production , and 

Manager of the Western Region Division of Corpoven. 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C . 20506 

0642 

ACTION January 27, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN D. NEGROPONTE 

FROM : STEPHEN I . DANZAN~Y-\vv' 

SUBJECT : Appointment Request for Frank Alcock 

Mic ael Sherman of Collier , Shannon , Rill and Scott cal ed 
seek'ng an appointment February 8 with you for Frank A cock, 2nd 
Vice resident of Petroleos de Venezuela. Alcock is aking one 
of his periodic trips to the U.S. He is interested • discussing 
the Sec ion 232 case on oil imports and discussing e ergy 
security generally. 

Sherman s id Alcock is positioned either to becom Ambassador to 

to confirm this. 

Should you n ,t wish to see Alcock, we will see im in the 
Directorate . \ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you see Frank Alcock on February 8. 

Approve 

Alternatively, that we see 

Approve 

j 

Disapprove 

Disapprove 

I 

,----

Prepared by : 
Eric Melby 



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

-_ 

0642 

ACTION January 27, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN D . NEGROPOWrE 

FROM: STEPHEN I. DANZAN;Rt-Y~ 

SUBJECT: Appointment Request for Frank Alcock 

Michael Sherman of Collier, Shannon, Rill and Scott called 
seeking an appointment February 8 with you for Frank Alcock, 2nd 
Vice President of Petroleos de Venezuela. Alcock is making one 
of his periodic trips to the U.S. He is interested in discussing 
the Section 232 case on oil imports and discussing energy 
security generally. 

Sherman said Alcock is positioned either to become Ambassador to 
the U.S. or President of Petroleos de Venezuela. We have nothing 
to confirm this. 

Should you not wish to see Alcock, we will see him in the 
Directorate. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you see Frank Alcock on February 8. 

Approve Disapprove 

Alternatively, that we see him in the Directorate. 

Approve Disapprove 

Prepared by: 
Eric Melby 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

TRANSMITTAL FORM 
S/S 

Date 

8834363 

November 30, 1988 

For: Mr. Paul Schott Stevens 
Executive Secretary 
National Security Council 
The White House 

Reference: 

To: President Reagan From: Mr . Simon R. Contreras 

Date: 10/28/88 Subject: Visa for Juan F. Contreras 

Referral Dated: 11/21/88 ID# 61 6068 

Action Taken : 

The attached item was sent direct l y to the 
Department of State. 

A draft reply is attached . 

A draft reply will be forwarded. 

A translation is attached. 

X An information copy of a direct reply is attached. 

Remarks: 

We believe no response is necessary for the reason 
cited below. 

The Department of State has no objection to t he 
proposed travel. 

Other (See Remarks) . 

LJ Dire 
/ ~Secreta 

UNCLASSIFIED 
(Classification) 



n • ., 3 l A 6 - 59 



Mr. Simon R. Contr eras 
Apartment 1 
2110 North Mo nroe Street 
Arlington, VA 22207 

De a r Mr. Cont reras : 

United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

November 28, 1988 

Thank you for your recent letters to the President and Vic e 
President concerning t he recent visa denial of your b rot he r, 
Juan Francisco Contreras. As much as they would like t o, 
Pr esident Reagan and Vice President Bus h cannot personally 
answe r every letter that t hey receive. Since your inqui ry 
involves a visa mat t er, it was referred to me for repl y. 

I would like to assure you that consular of f icers a bro ad 
are e xpected to give prompt and courteous s ervice to vi sa 
applicants . In view of your description abou t the e vent s 
surrou nding your brother's recent visa app lication at t he 
Amer ican Embassy in Caracas, I have ask the Embassy's Consul 
Genera l to loo k i nto this matter. I have asked that a repo r t 
be sent directly to you on the circumst ances surrounding your 
brother's application. A copy of the response will be se nt to 
this office for additional consideration. Please l e t me know 
if you have any further questions aft er you have had an 
opportunity to review the information you will be receiving 
from the post. 

Enclosure: 
DSL-851 

Sincerely, 
,f 
I 

Sharon P. Wilkinson 
Director, Office of 
Public and Diplomatic 
Liaison, Visa Services 
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