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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Washington, D.C. 20520 February 24, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. RICHARD V. ALLEN
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Request for Meeting Between Yugéslav Vice Premier
Dragan and Vice President Bush

Last year, Secretary of Commerce Klutznick invited a
Yugoslav nuclear power delegation to visit the United States in
December for meetings with U.S. Government officials and
businessmen. The Yugoslavs accepted the invitation but, after
the November election, requested a postponement until this
spring. We are now prepared to renew the invitation. Our
Embassy in Belgrade has learned that Vice Premier Zvone Dragan
personally would head the delegation, if appropriately
high-level meetings could be arranged.

Dragan, 41 years old, is one of the most able members of
the post-war generation of Yugoslav leaders. Pragmatic and
Western-oriented, he has been a principal advocate of the need
for market forces to play a greater role in the Yugoslav
economy. We believe that a meeting between Dragan and Vice
President Bush would serve important U.S. political and
commercial interests. Against the backdrop of uncertainty in
Eastern Europe over events in Poland, such a high-level meeting
-~ the first under the Reagan Administration -- would be an
important reaffirmation of our long-standing policy of support
for Yugoslav independence, unity, and territorial integrity.
The Yugoslavs, who have publicly opposed outside intervention
in Poland, are deeply apprehensive about the threat of Soviet
military action. They would welcome reassurance of the
continuity of U.S. policy towards Yugoslavia.

A meeting with the Vice President also would demonstrate
U.S.G. backing for American companies in the nuclear field. An
. American company, Westinghouse, has supplied Yugoslavia with
its first commercial reactor, but U.S. companies face stiff
competition from the West Europeans.and the Japanese in the
bidding for future plants.

We plan to invite the Yugoslav delegation to visit during
the period April 6-18. We would hope to schedule a meeting for
Dragan with the Vice President on April 6 or 7.

é/g,léwk{!)/

) : L. Paul Bremer III
Authority, Mk, Wal Ve Executive Secretary
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CONFPTDENTEAL February 26, 1981
ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. ALLEN

2
FROM: RICHARD PIPES '
SUBJECT: Meeting Between the

Vice President and
Yugoslav Vice Premier
Dragan (&)

I concur fully with the Department of
State recommendation at Tab A. (U)

RECOMMENDATION

That you forward the memorandum at Tab I
to Vice President Bush's office. (U)

LEy
e '

CONF£BENTIAL
Review February 26, 1987.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: NANCY BEARG DY;{E
£
FROM: RICHARD V. ALﬁEN
;
SUBJECT : Request for,ﬁeeting Between Yugoslav

Vice Premier Dragan and Vice President Bush
I concur with the State Deparﬁﬁent recommendation at Tab A
proposing a meeting in April petween the Vice President and
Yugoslav Vice Premier Dragan, The NSC will provide the

Vice President with talking points, should the meeting be
confirmed. pdfw ,

RECOMMENDATION

That the Vige President agree to meet with the Yugoslav Vice
Premier. {6) ‘

Approve X Disapprove

CONEIPENTIAL
Review Februdrw 26,1987
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President
of the Presidency
of the S.F.R. of Yugoslavia

Dear Mr. President,

I very much appreciate your message of congratulations
on the occasion of my assumption of the office of President of
the Presidency of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

The Presidency of Yugoslavia and I personally will
gladly work, together with you, Mr. President, towards the pros-
perity, well-being and friendship of our peoples, and towards
the broader interests of peace, understanding, mutual respect

and progress in the world.

Sergej Kraigher

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500




President
of the Presidency
of the S.F.R. of Yugoslavia Belgrade, June 2, 1981

Dear Mr. President,
I very much appreciate your message of congratulations
| on the occasion of my assumption of the office of President of
the Presidency of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.
The Presidency of Yugoslavia and I personally will
gladly work, together with you, Mr. President, towards the pros-
perity, well-being and friendship of our peoples, and towards
the broader interests of peace, understanding, mutual respect

and progress in the world.

Sergej Kraigher

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500




EMBASSY OF THE SOCIALIST FEDERAL

REPUBLIC OF YUGOSLAVIA
WASHINGTON

The President
The White House

Washington, D.C.

20500 -
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March 23, 1981

MEMORANDUM
TO: Dick Allen
FROM: Max Friedersdorf

FYT



Please help. 1In Yugoslavia there are again preparations for
kangaroo courts in which leading Croatian intellectuals will be sen-
tenced for "activities against the state." This time Belgrade's red
fascists plan to start this newest wdve of terror in Croatia with
persecution of:

. Professor Vlado Gotovac, former editor of the presti-
gious Croatian Weekly, writer and poet. Professor
Gotovac has already served a long prison sentence for
participating in the "Croatian Spring" movement of 1971,
a movement that demanded democratization and liberal-
ization of the dictatorship in Yugoslavia. Professor
Gotovac is unemployed and can currently publish his
literature only in "samoizdat."

. Dr. Franjo Tudman, Tito's partisan~general, historian,
former director of the Institute for Modern History,
writer of numerous scientific books. Dr. Tudman was
also imprisoned after Serbian reactionary forces
destroyed the "Croatian Spring" movement.

Both are now accused of "activities against the state," that is
for giving several interviews to Swedish, West German and Italian tele-
vision and news media. For those "crimes" they might be sentenced to
up to 15 years in the infamous concentration camps of Yugoslavia. The
interviews to the press were given in 1977 (three and one-half years
ago); however, the present very difficult economic situation in
Yugoslavia "demands" silencing of potential voices for democratiza-
tion right now.

Enclosed you will find the English translation of their interviews
for Swedish television--Dr. Tudman, page 84, and Professor Gotovac,
page 81. Please, help protect these noble and courageous men who
fight for human dignity and freedom in totalitarian Yugoslavia.

Serbian and red fascists want to punish and silence Dr. Tudman
because he has, as a director of the Institute for Modern History,
demolished falsifications and fabrications about the civil war in
Croatia during World war II. While the number of Serbian war victims
is exaggerated by several orders of magnitude (from 40,000 to 900,000),
the knowledge about the Croatian victims (600,000+), particularly of
systematic postwar genocide (more than 350,000 Croatians) is still
being suppressed. Thousands of Serbian war criminals who still domin-
ate leading positions both in Yugoslavia and Croatia (95% of policemen
in Croatia are Serbians) are mortally afraid of the truth. Their
political strength comes from perpetuation of national conflicts in
Yugoslavia. Among their numerous victims was Bruno Busic, prominent
journalist and historian who worked in Dr. Tudman's institution; he
was recently assassinated in Paris.



Also, on page B0 you can find an interview with Dr. Znidarcic,
former chairman of the Croatian Bar Asscciation. He himself was held
in prison for having the "audacity™ to defend in court the so-called
"Zadar group." This completely innocent group of Croatian students and
professors was tortured in a most bestial manner and given extremely
long sentences. Detailed descriptions of their torture just surfaced
in the West and will be presented to the Madrid conference on human
rights. I would also like to call your attention to another extra-
ordinary and courageous statement on the genocide in Croatia by Dr.
Marko Veselica. BAn English translation can be obtained at:

Nova Hrvatska Croatian National Congress
30 Fleet Street P.0O. Box 3088

Iondon EC4Y 1AJ Steinway Station

England New York, New York 11103
$3.00 $3.00

Dr. Tudman, Dr. Veselica and professor Gotovac are alsoc among the
43 signatories of the petition for the immediate release of all politi-
cal prisoners in Yugoslavia. All 43 leading Croatian intellectuals who
signed this petition in November 1980 are the subject of police investi-
gations now. Two students who collected the signatures were tortured;
one, Ernest Brajder, a Croatian Jew, died under torture, and the
other, Dobroslaw Paraga, has broken feet from beatings with iron bars
and will probably die soon. The life of Paraga's father, a leading
Croatian lawyer, is also endangered. Please note also that more than
80% of all political prisoners in Yugoslavia are Croatians and that
sentences given for political "offenses" (like reading an underground
newspaper) are especially harsh if the accused is a Croatian. The
police, courts, party membership, news media, and diplomatic posts
abroad are completely dominated by Serbians.

Yugoslavia is an artificial state where Croatia is brutally perse-
cuted by the reactionary Serbian forces which pursue the genocidal
policies of Greater Serbia in the framework of communist dictatorship.
One cannot find the truth about this reign of terror in Belgrade where
the reactionary Serbian ruling clique tries to carefully hide their
crimes. Belgrade's red-Nazi government, while conducting a policy
of genocide against the Croatian nation, wines and dines foreign
correspondents who are "well behaved”" and throws out all journalists
who are "too inquisitive" and try to visit and analyze the situation
in Croatia.

The past policy of the U.S. State Department has been to openly
collaborate with Serbian red Nazis and to suppress screams for human
and national freedom and democracy in Yugoslavia. For example, the
Voice of America broadcasts only in Serbian, is manned only by Serbians,
and censors all the news about the terror in Croatia. When a group of
Stanford University professors wanted to visit the leading dissidents
in Croatia, Carter's State Department advised them not to do so. Why
should the U.S. State Department collaborate with the most reactionary
forces in Yugoslavia in their fight against democratization and liberal-
ization? This is not in the interest of the United States. Yugoslavia
is an equally artifical country as a hypothetical federation between
the U.S. and Iran. The status quo in Yugoslavia is not in the interest
. of the U.S.



INTERVIEWS WITH PROMINENT
WILLTHEWEST FINALLY BREAK THE SILENCE CROGTIGNS IN CROETlﬁ

ABOUT CROATIAN REALITY?

In its 45th issue of October 31, 1977, the West German weekly Der
Spiegel published an interview of lvan Zvonimir Cicak with Swedish
Television. Cicak is the former student prorector of the Croatian University
in Zagreb and one of the most prominent leaders of the Croatian University
Students’ Movement in 1970-71.

One of Sweden’s most respected daily newspapers Dagens Nyheter (no.
298, Nov. 2, 1977) reported in a front page story that a television program
about Croatia which was to be aired on November 1, at 9 P.M. had been
cancelled because of pressure from the Yugoslav embassy in Stockholm.
According to Dagens Nyheter, the program was to present the conversa-
tions of Swedish reporters with lvan Cicak; the Archbishop of Zagreb,
Franjo Kuharic; the Croatian general and an historian, Dr. Franjo Tudjman;
the authors Petar Segedin and Vlado Gotovac and with the noted Zagreb
attorney, Lav Znidarcic, who distinguished himself in the defense of
Croatian political prisoners. The same program was to show the drilling of
Croatian commandos in secret training camps. The front page of Dagens
Nyheter bears a photograph of a Croatian commando in military attire with
a large Croatian coat-of-arms. The paper claims that the underground
headquarters of the Croatian commandos is located at a known address in
Yugoslavia.

I consider everything

that I am saying here, not a
political appearance, but.

Therefore,

IVAN ZVONIMIR CICAK:

It is difficult to talk about the year 1971 and to present its pojitical
program, at least for me, personally. In fact, 1 am not aliowed to fspeak
about it because | am forbidden to make any public appearance,*but a
simple presentation of facts about my life; that | have many difficulties. |
am out of work because | was in prison for three years. Fourteen days after
serving my sentence | went into the army for one year. When | returned, |
got married and my wife is expecting a child. | do not have a job. They will
not give me any work because | have no moral political character according
to their ruling. | studied philosophy and comparative literature at the
university, but | cannot graduate because | simply do not have the strength.
| have not resolved the most basic material questions to be able to do that.
Of 1971 | can only say that when | think of that year | become infuriated
because | remember how incorrect, dishonest and treacherous the West was
towards us. Although we share the same ideas---democratic socialism, the
right to work and the right to freedom---the West nonetheless declared us to
be fascists and terrorists. These are absurdities which no one here can «Wwe have thousands of Mihajlovs
comprehend. But this is in fact not even an absurdity. It is a political ;, croatia and no one has uttered
reality. | am certain that Paime’'s government knew what was happening in g word. ”’

Yugoslavia, as did Brandt’s. i do not know who could have been unaware of
it, but no one lifted a finger.

All of Europe rose to its feet for Mihajlov. We have thousands of
Mihajlovs in Croatia and no one has uttered a word. We were imprisoned
under abnormal conditions. | was placed in solitary confinements for three
months. From the solitary cell | was transferred to an isolation cell for three
months. .They then returned me to solitary confinement for another three
months. This is a total of nine months. What did you Europe and your
Swedish democratic society say to this? Nothing!!

This is a truth which hurts, which should hurt Sweden. Swedish ideals,
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INTERVIEWS WITH
PROMINENT CROATIANS
IN CROATIA

““They imprison people for wear-
ing the Croatian coat-of-arms on
the face of their watch."”

the ideals of Swedish socialism, have been betrayed because of political
reality. What has happened to the Swedish socialists--their defeat at the
last election is a result of not maintaining consistent policy toward all.
During the war in South Vietnam there was much yelling and
demonstrating. Diplomatic relations with South Vietnam were broken.
However, when we were thrown into prison no one uttered a word; we were
innocent.

On December 21, 1970, | was the first student to be elected as the
student prorector in Zagreb. | was later indicted for these elections. | was
indicted for being legaliy elected as the prorector of the University. This
injustice took place only because | am Croatian, a patriot, an intellectual, et
us say some sort of intellectual, at least that’s what | try to be, because | am
Catholic by faith, because | am freedom-loving, a left-winger and a socialist.
These are my sins. For these reasons | have been persecuted from my high
school years to the present time.

You are going to the Belgrade Conference to discuss democracy,
freedom and the free interaction of people and ideas while Marko Veselica
is still in prison. He has two small daughters. Only his wife works. She is
under constant fear of being thrown out of her job so that, in fact, even she
is not free. Marko Veselica has been placed in solitary confinement for
twelve days. According to my collegue, Drazen Budisa, there was no such
solitary cell even during the Inquisition. Marko Veselica was confined in
this solitary cell for exchanging the cigarettes which his wife brought him
for food so that he would not die of hunger in the prison. Neither the
Swedish nor the other Western media reacted to this.

You come to the Conference in Belgrade while we have hundreds of
political prisoners. Djilas has claimed that there are 600. One of my
coliegues estimates that there are 500 Croatians in Foca alone, a prison in
Bosnia. What of the prisons in Lepoglava, Gradiska and Zenica? No one
asks about those!

This is not just a problem of Croatian prisoners. You cannot imprison a
person for not thinking in a like manner or for telling a joke. You cannot, |
implore you, prosecute my brother-in-law, Damir Stambuk, for saying in the
army that | have not changed a bit since | was released from prison. Many
people are saying what he has said.

These are facts that must be brought out. We must speak of the
thousands of Stambuks who exist. We must speak of those people who sing
Oj ti vilo, vilo Velebita and are automatically imprisoned for two months, if
not more. They imprison people for this. They imprison people for wearing
the Croatian coat-of-arms on the face of their watch. These are absurdities.
A Croatian coat-of-arms hangs on the wall of my apartment. if the police
were to find it, they could imprison me for displaying the Croatian
coat-of-arms. | purchased this same coat-of-arms in a store right here in
Zagreb.

A coilegue, Ante Paradzik who was in prison with me, was also in
solitary confinement for three months, although in a separate cell, of
course. His confinement in solitary was extended for anather three months,
making a total of six months. He was imprisoned for two months, a week
after his wedding (he was married in Herzegovina), for sending wedding
invitations engraved with the Croatian tri-colors; red, white and blue,
exactly as they can be purchased in any store.

For this he was imprisoned for two months. Notice that he and his wife
did this together. Why was his wife not imprisoned with him? | repeat,
they did this together. No. Paradzik must be broken. That’s it exactly. He
must be broken. Budisa must be broken. Budisa was placed in solitary
confinement for a month for lending a book which he had in prison to a
friend. One cannot get books from the outside in prison, or rather, they are
difficult to get. Budisa had obtained it in Gradiska. He told me this and it is
the honest truth. We share every morsel, our table, everything. Our wives
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are here and we live under the same roof in the same misery. Budisa toid
me that he lent a book to someone. [t was an Italian book, actually a text of
the italian language. After that he was placed in a solitary cell which was
two meters long and a meter wide. It had a rotten floor. One could see the
ground and mushrooms sprouting from the ground. When he entered the
cell, there was a full repository in it--that is a dish for waste. It was full and
had been sitting there for God knows how long. It smelled horridly. When
he called a guard and asked him to throw the waste out of the repository, the
guard answered that he could not help him because waste was thrown out
every Thursday and that day happened to be a Friday.

Budisa scooped the excrement out with his dish and threw it out the
window at night so that he might go to the bathroom and not dirty the
planks in the area. He later had to eat out of that same dish. Drazen Budisa
can testify to this should it be necessary. He was kept in a solitary cell
which is claimed not to exist. It is called the mracara or *‘dark cell’’ because
it has no windows. They place a man in this mracara for two days. He is
then brought out into bright sunlight to harm his eyes. | know how much
my eyes have suffered because | was in prison. | must wear metalized
glasses permanently.

You undoubtedly know what a solitary cell is. The one | was in was a
room two meters long and exactly this wide. It contained no bed, only a low
chair, on which one could not really sit, but crouch. There was a waste
repository which was fully corroded. It smelled constantly because the top
was full of holes. This repository, this stench serves as a table. One must
place his food dish on this and eat. There is no other place to put it. 1| lay
on the floor and became ill. According to law, they must release a person
from the solitary cell if he is sick. They did not release me. Even today |
suffer the consequences. My leg and arm ache. | have rheumatism. But,
this does not interest anyone. Like Mihajlov we engaged in hunger strikes.
No one in the West knew this. They fed us by placing a rubber hose in our
stomachs and pouring hot milk into us.

It is absurd to keep men in jail because they think differently from
someone else. For this reason | am using this opportunity to urge the
Yugoslav government to come forth at the Belgrade Conference with
prisons emptied of political prisoners. | do not speak in my name but in the
name of my comrades. If you ask them individually, then you will agree that
the conditions of my friends has become unbearable.

Professor Hrvoje Sosic was released from prison three years ago. He
has two children and is out of work. Jozo lvicevic has two university
degrees. He was a lecturer at the Law School. He is married and has a
child. His wife is Serbian---the daughter of the Croatian Author Viaden
Desnica. He is out of prison but he cannot get a job. He has sent hundreds
of appeals. He is rejected everywhere because of his *‘moral and political
quality’’.

Sime Dodan, Doctor.of Economics, a university professor, is also out of
work. As you know, he came out of prison seriously ill. Drazen Budisa has
no job. | have no job. Drazen Budisa got married. They are expecting a
child. | got married and my wife is expecting a child. Ante Paradzik got
married. His wife is expecting. None of us has work. We are all looking for
jobs. Viado Gotovac has aiso been looking for work since he got out of
prison. He cannot find any either.

1t is an impossible feeling when a man lives from his wife’s earnings and
sits at home. All right, we all do work which is not in our line, manual and
other iabor, but these jobs do not fit our occupations. All we ask for is the
right to freely express our own thoughts and the right to work. All possible
world orders guarantee these rights.

[ think it is hypocritical to discuss human rights by the League of Human
Rights whose president is from Yugoslavia when at this very moment there
are so many political prisoners in Yugoslavia. Why does this man not

INTERVIEWS WITH
PROMINENT CROATIANS
IN CROATIA

"All we ask for is the right to
freely express our own thoughts
and the right to work."’
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INTERVIEWS WITH
- PROMINENT CROATIANS
IN CROATIA

""As a Croatian | consider it nec-
essary to work so that my Croa-
tian nation can be sovereign in its
own homeland.’”’

undertake some action if he is for human rights?

Yes, we are aware of all the proclamations, declarations, charters and
God knows what letters and proverbial sayings. We are well aware of all
this, but concrete actions, that is what we want.

Listen, | am tired of these stories about Croatians as some unstable
element in Europe, about how we are cut-throats, robbers, murderers,
ustashas and bandits. If that is the case, then the whole Croatian nation
should be hanged, completely hanged if that is what we are. We are not
fascists. The real fascist is Ernest Block who declared that all Croatian
emigrants are fascists and that those in Croatia are semi-fascists. He is a
fascist and a racist because he categorizes people according to their
nationality, not according to their beliefs. That is an absurdity. How can a
man say such things? When he said this he was either sick or crazy or he
was fed the wrong information. You have all been fed the wrong
information. That is the whole point.

As a Croatian | consider it necessary to work so that my Croatian nation
can be sovereign in its own homeland. | have already said this and | am
again letting your Mr. Paime, the current president Feledin, and ali
democratic forces know. We are for the equality of nations. Small nations
also have the right to full political, cultural, economic and social freedom.
This is not just the right of large nations because of their size. Small nations
also have the right to exist in complete freedom.

Translated by Ruzica Kapetanovic

LAV ZNIDARCIC

Q: Mr. Znidarcic, in 1974-75, you were attorney for a group of Croatians
accused of various criminal actions against Yugoslavia?

A: Yes.

Q: Did this involve terroristic activities, a terrorist organization ?

A: During interrogation, the defendants vehemently denied the existence
of any type of organization, especially a terroristic one. The attorneys
incorporated this in their statements as well, emphasizing that only verbal
activity was involved. The defendants were convicted and their sentences

affirmed.
Had any of your clients actually committed any terroristic acts ?
No.

How long were their sentences ?
One received eleven years, the other six and a half.

{s this case an exception in Croatia or not?
| haven’t defended in other such cases.

Were you arrested in Zadar after the trial?
Yes.

Could you tell us why you were arrested ?
No.

> 20 202 20 »Q
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INTERVIEWS WITH
PROMINENT CROATIANS
IN CROATIA

‘““We wanted to solve our prob-
lems through a society in which
freedom and justice is ensured.’’

from, especially as a result of some insane prattle spoken about us, | really
can’t call it anything else, that defames us, that attempts to silence us by
portraying us as ‘‘fascists’’ and ‘‘ustashi’’. All nations in the world, if they
regard themselves honestly, have their biack marks, times they’ve been
weak, individuals, large or smali groups, they are not proud of, who will not
admit to their evilness. We admit that there are those who did us and
others harm, but we don’t believe that such facts shouid be allowed to play
any kind of role in the fate of a nation, in questions of freedom, justice,
socialism, etc. And | became a victim of this way of thinking in my trial,
which was truly dishonest, because there was absolutely no reason for
trying me at all, especially in this manner. But if they simply wanted to try
me, maybe it was something else. it’s perhaps difficult to convince people
that one should be in prison for what | did, but it’s a fact that that which
was attributed to me falls within the range of charges reserved only for
attacks against Croatians. That’s why | would like to emphasize here the
fact that the issue we’ve presented is not only ours, is not one we want to be
purely provincial. It’s a question we refused to give a separatist framework
to, either within the state or the world, but, rather, we wanted to solve our
problems through a society in which freedom and justice is ensured, we
wanted to solve all the problems for which no final solution has yet been
found. In my opinion, this is a vital question for entire Europe, because
both European communities, East and West, have a whole series of internal
problems with the organization of their societies. Both one and the other
want a framework in which the society can function, in which all the
inhabitants cooperate and participate with full rights and satisfaction,
economically, socially, culturally, etc. Finally, | personally believe the
contemporary world needs a true piuralism, a real pluralism, which
encompasses spiritual and intellectual values, traditions, and perspectives
of groups, individuals and nations, a pluralism in which freedom and justice
can be realized. Actually, freedom and justice reach their peak when the
world realizes the pluralistic concept.

Q: What problems were discussed in 1971, which problems existed in the
press, in talks in the area of economic relationships?

A: We discussed various aspects of economic problems which existed for
us, we spoke about the monetary exchange, for example, we discussed the
way economic investments were made, etc. We discussed a whole series of
questions. | can’t analyze these issues for you, }’'m not an economist, | can’t
speak expertly about these issues, there are others who are experts in this
field. Such questions were discussed daily. Specifically for this reason |
mention all contemporary probiems, because they cannot be solved unless a
solution is found for matters of like importance. | don’t believe in any great
temporary or pragmatic solutions or ones which are designed for one
specific situation or province, let’s say situation. And the reverse holds
true. I, as well as many colleagues | know, always insisted that our solution
be found on a basis that would help others find a form to solve their internal
problems as well, social, economic, cultural and other problems.

Q: The Croatian problem is a European problem. Why, in your opinion, are
there such misunderstandings between Croatia and Europe?

A: You see, | believe that when we, in Europe, do not regard each other in a
sufficiently serious light, when we think that some nations are large, some
small, some important, some unimportant, we are behaving not only badly,
but dangerously. I’'m especially not favorably disposed to those who feel
that small nations, because they are small and cannot correct their mistakes
through tanks and cannons, have no right to say anything about general_ or
common interests, general or common goais of the world, humamty,
ideology. Just the reverse: because small nations have no opportunlty to
solve their problems with tanks and cannons, small nations must be wise.
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They have to accomplish everything through understanding. That’s their
only weapon. They have to struggle to become free, because only in
freedom can one realize one’s full intellectual capabilities. Therefore, we
wish that every small nation insists on its freedom, because through it, it
obtains its only saving weapon: intellectual reaiity, intellectual life of its
own. | repeat, small nations cannot use force, they can only intellectually
maintain their values, their cultures, insitutions, values of their creative
existence. They have nothing else. Therefore, when we seek this, the West
has to take into consideration that our freedom, the puise of our freedom, is
the puise of her freedom, and if she is indifferent to us, her indifference wilil
very surely, in some form, cost her dearly, as it has in the past.

Q: Can the Croatian problem be solved quietly, as opposed to force?

A: 1 don’t believe that, either in our case or any other case in the world,
force can solve a contemporary problem, even if injustice is involved,
especially if injustice is involved. The fact that one is forced to be silent
means nothing other than that the problem remains unsolved. And as far as
guestions involving us are concerned, | don’t feel anything will change
simply because we cease discussing it, cease discussing the problems.

They can be postponed, our problems and world problems, which, at this
moment, occupy virtually every sphere, but they won’t be soived until they
can be solved in an atmosphere of freedom and mutual trust, because there
will always be people who will be dissatisfied with some method or another.
But 1 am of the view that individuals should be allowed to express their
dissatisfaction. I’m not talking about percentages. Every person, as long
as his dissatisfaction is not opposed to freedom or the rights of others,
should be abie to express his beliefs, whatever they may be. To deal with
these beliefs by force and imprisonment means simply that truth and
freedom are only permitted -at specific times. | believe that the
contemporary world, not only here, but in general, is moving in the
direction of again comprehending this, will find a solution for all that’s
occurring, not only at this moment, but as a general problem of the
contemporary world. We must find ways of creating social ideals of
humanity. Along with that, we must find ways of offering mankind social
justice and full freedom.

My entire life {’ve dreamt of a socially just society and exactly for this
reason {’ve always been left-oriented. 1 believed only when justice and
freedom existed could human problems be solved. | always believed that
only through the solution of these problems could human values be realized.
A free individual, an individual who lives justly, only this individual can
offer all which the human being has to offer, all of his greatness and all of
his human dignity.

Q: How long do you think the contemporary world will endure these
injustices, this violence?

A: it is difficult to say how long it will be endured. There are many
examples in history, In the question of endurance, history shows different
faces. There are periods where some issues, regardless of their
importance, were solved over long stretches of time and there are examples
of questions which were totally unimportant being solved very quickly. One
can never predict such things nor play, in such an unquiet world as ours, the
role of a prophet. You know that we reject all that. We can only say that we
wish and hope for, because | don’t want the situation to become explosive
anywhere in the world. 1 hope mankind will be sufficiently prudent and
intelligent to find a solution without any explosion, to find the solution, |
repeat, because it's very impartant to me, that it is discovered within the
framework of full freedom and created within it as well.

Q: What do you expect from the Heisinki and Belgrade conferences for
European security and cooperation?
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A: [t is not easy to answer all these questions. By the reaction to such
activity, we can see that the work of the Croatian emigrants represent an
increasingly serious problem for the countries in which they operate as well
as the Yugoslav government. Yugoslavia's anxiety over this problem is
apparent from the sentences which are imposed on those who are accused of
having ties with the emigration. The newest wave of Croatian political
emigrants is a result of the brutal handling of the Croatian renascence
movement during 1970 and 1971. All the roots of this Croatian Spring have
been crushed. As a resuit, many young people have lost faith in the
possibility of free political and national life in the homeland. Embittered
and desperate, they have gone abroad and associated themselves with
radical emigrant activity. This serves as further proof that police
persecution and political terror cannot resolve any problems and least of all
national problems. Such problems can only be further aggravated in this
manner. The reasons for this newer political emigration are manifoid. They
have their roots in the more recent Croatian history which we have
already discussed and in contemporary world affairs. In essence the source
of these problems is the fact that Croatia finds herself in a multinational
state union such as Yugoslavia was and as it is today. Between the two wars
Croatia fought against Greater Serbian hegemonism and for her right to
self-determination. The Yugoslav maonarchy was a national prison for the
Croatian nation and for the other non-Serbian nations. Restructuring
Yugoslavia into a socialist federation was a radical historical change, but it
did not prevent the renewed creation of a greater centralistic state. All
institutions were centered in Belgrade. In all areas of national and state
concern from politics and economics to sports, Belgrade became the center
of both power and of the decision-making process. The unilateral monopoly
and so-called democratic centralism of the League of Communists of
Yugoslavia crippled the federal system and enabled Rankovic to exhert
police pressure over Croatia. The Croatian people offered the greatest
resistance to this bureaucratic centralism and Greater Serbian state
gtatism, because this centralism affected Croatians most. This is evidenced
by the fact that of the million economic emigrants from Yugoslavia, nearly
one half were Croatians from Croatia, especially during Rankovic’s era. A
political emigration was in large part recruited from among these economic
emigrants.

At the time of the latest constitutional reform in 1971, the proclamation
of the self-managing body introduced some confederative elements
concerning internal relations. Even this did not guarantee the right to a
freer national existence and democratic self-determination was not assured.
We see this from the way in which the Croatian intellectuals and the
communist teadership of Croatia were persecuted and the manner in which
the Croatian student and general popular movements were crushed at the
beginning of this decade.

All the events up to this time demonstrate that there is a deep
contradiction between the selected programmatic principles of the League
of Communists of Yugoslavia and the Constitution of the SFR Yugoslavia
and reality. The right of every nation to its own statehood and to
self-determination, including the right to secede is guaranteed by the
constitution, but those rights are restricted and negated in practice.

From the point of view of history, the Croatian emigration has rejected
the international order and Yugoslavia in it and is counting on no resolution
of the problems through pressure from the major power blocs or guesswork
about Yugoslavia. This position is only an extreme expression of the
historical expectations of the Croatian nation, which like every other nation,
in our time yearns for the realization ot full national sovereignty and the
right to make its own decisions about its own fate and future in a democratic
manner, especially with respect to the question of Croatia’s relations with
the other nations in Yugoslavia and in the European community. That is
approximately how | can answer your question.
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Q: Contradictory evaluations about the Yugoslav regime and about human
and political freedoms in Yugoslavia have appeared abroad. For some,
Yugoslavia is a much freer country than other single-party socialist country.

For others she represents an even tighter totalitarian regime than other
East European countries. What is in fact the situation with respect to
human and political freedoms in Yugoslavia? Is the situation worse in
Croatia than it is in other republics? Do you personally feel under coercion?
Were there any changes in the direction of a freer exchange of people and
ideas during the year of the Helsinki conference?

A: Undoubtedly, Yugoslavia is a much more open society in many respects
than other socialist countries. We see this from her open borders, the flow
of tourists and the movement of hundreds of thousands of our workers in
European countries, as well as the cultural, technologica! and other
influences on the life and thoughts of our people. However, Yugoslavia is
also unquestionably a country where the Communist Party with its Marxist
doctrine has the exclusive monopoly of decision-making in all areas of the
material and spiritual life of the people. In Yugoslavia, as in all other
communist countries, there is no room for pluralism of socia!l ideas or for
any other political or ideological views. Recently, a high official of the
League of Communists of Yugosiavia declared that the supporiers of
Euro-communism, that is to say Carillo, Berlinguer and their followers,
would be imprisoned in Yugoslavia as counterrevolutionaries because
neither pluralistic democracy nor the idea of Euro-communism would
apparently be acceptable to Yugoslavia. What would be acceptable to
Yugoslavia? It is understood that only Yugoslavia’'s leadership, in fact the
pinnacle of that ieadership has the right to make such decisions. Even those
individuals who were communist leaders and ideologues are now jobless
unemployed. They live as forsaken people who are forbidden from
engaging in any public work only because at a given moment they came into
conflict not with the majority, but with the minority---a most powerful
minority in a partisan leadership. To see that the conditions in Croatia are
harsher than in the other republics, we need only look at the fact that
because of the so-called Croatian nationalism more and more new groups of
people from prominent Croatian revolutionaries to the most well-known
authors or university students who are just preparing themselves for life,
are under constant attack.

Have there been changes since Helsinki and the Belgrade Conference?
There have certainly been no vital changes. Kardelj and some others have
presented the view of ‘‘self-managing pluralism’’ stating that even part of
the leadership is aware of the need for democratization and a greater
respect for national and human rights. But others, and even these men,
immediately took the trouble to point out that they do not refer to any
popular democracy and that this is not meant to question in any way the
leading role of the League of Communists. [n newspapers and elsewhere
we read of indictments because of verbal political delicta. 1n my own case |
now cannot print a single world. As a historian, 1 cannot attend any
academic functions. The government forbids me from travelling abroad.
They continually reject my passport application. Therefore, | cannot accept
invitations from Swedish and other universities abroad who have offered me
positions as a professor and a writer. During our time and in this world such
phenomena must provoke dissatisfaction not only of the inteilectual who is
by his nature preoccupied with academic life, but also of the average
person. This does not facilitate the exchange of people and ideas which is
the aim of the resolutions of the Helsinki conference. That is about all |
have to say about that question.

Q: Every time the Swedish press has the opportunity to write about the
Croatian problem, accusations of Croatian genocide against the Serbian
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people are always repeated in the press coverage. Jasenovac and the figure
of 700,000-900,000 liquidated human lives are frequently mentioned. These
and similar accusations have formerly given the Croatian problem a special
character. Are they true?

A: Not only are these ‘‘facts’’ not true, but they have been exaggerated
tenfold. I can say this as a historian with complete scientific responsibility.
My conclusions are based on the official data from the National Institute for
the Statistical Census of War Victims 1941-1945. | have on hand a summary
of such a census. More than ten or fifteen years ago | had the opportunity,
or if you will, the misfortune to challenge with these and other data the
repeated attempts to engrave for eternity on a stone monument at
Jasenovac the record that more than 600,000 people were killed in that
camp. ltis, however, a historical fact that in all the camps and prisons in
Croatia 59,635 people lost their lives. These were not only Serbs, but
included a large number of Croatians, democrats and anti-fascists, as well
as Jews, Gypsies and other nationalities. Even this is a huge number
60,000 people and it does not diminish the responsibility of those who
participated in these crimes. There is no question that all those who
exaggerate these figures tenfold do this to augment the responsibility of the
Croatian people and of the Croatian nation.

It is further necessary to point out that in addition to the
above-mentioned victims of camps and prisons 68,505 Partisans died on the
territory of present-day Croatia. 50,806 people fell victims to the direct
terror of the German and ltalian occupators and to Ustashe and, of course,
Chetnik units. The total number of victims who died during the so-called
national socialist revolution is 185,327, without including those who died on
the side of the Independent State of Croatia. Of these 185,327 war victims,
the overwhelming majority are Croatians. According to my estimates,
approximately two thirds of these victims were Croatian. The others were
of Serbian and other nationalities.

These are historical facts. Everything else is an attempt to manipulate
historical truth and consequently to deceive the international media. Those
who present these historical facts in any other manner are either misled by
those who are familiar with the true facts, or they are victims of malicious
propaganda. Some individuals intentionally and in a planned manner
incessantly twist historical truth. By creating a false historical picture of the
Croatian nation they attempt to deceive the international media.

Such intrigue can temporarily achieve some advances, but it is worth
noting that no lasting historical judgments can be formed on the basis of
lies. In the final analysis such lies must by swallowed by those who spread
them and by those who exhert themselves to maintain them.

Q: There is no disagreement that there was national tyranny in the oid
fascist Yugoslav monarchy. How was this tyranny manifested in the life of
non-Serbian nations, especially the Croatians?

A: The Croatian nation is one of the aldest in Europe. It has existed on the
present territory for thirteen centuries. Throughout her history, Croatia has
maintained her individuality, even after losing her medieval state
independence. It was maintained in the framework of the Hapsburg
monarchy. However, since the creation of the state of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes in 1918, or Yugoslavia, as it has been called since 1929, the
national and state individuality of the Croatian nation has been eliminated.
The Croatian people did not accept this elimination. They demanded no
fewer rights in the new union than they had had in the Hapsburg monarchy
which had also been a foreign country. There too, Croatians had to fight for
their independence. They wanted to maintain their national identity in the
new state and demanded the same rights as the Serbians and other
hationalities of Yugoslavia.
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The Greater Serbian bourgeoisie denied and negated these rights, even
with an open fascist dictatorship. Let us not forget that two leaders of the
Croatian National Movement were murdered in that Belgrade parliament.

Even within the framework of such a fascist Yugoslavia, the Croatian
national movement had an expressly democratic nature. Croatia was one of
the few Catholic countries in Europe where there were no fascist or clerical
parties. This was due to the fact that in the first phase of the national
movement Starcevic’s Party of Rights and later Radic’s Peasant Party had a
democratic character. As a result, conservative and reactionary, not to
mention fascist currents, were never present in Croatian political life.

Q: You have presented a picture of the political and social structure of
Croatia before the Second World War and pointed out that left and leftist
influences were strong in the political life of Croatia. How did this affect the
formation of the resistance of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia at the
beginning of the war and the very beginning of the revolution?

A: You see, Croatia and Slovenia had the most developed working class and
subsequently, the most developed worker movements. In addition, by force
of circumstance, Croatia had a strong leftist intellectual Marxist movement
which was socialistic by orientation, but did not succumb to the
developments which led to Stalinism in the Soviet Union. This leftist
movement was antifascistic even in its origins and created an antifascist
atmosphere in Croatia. Although the Croatian nation formed its own state
within the framework of the Axis Powers, the Croatian nation certainly did
not become fascist as a result. To the contrary, Croatians affirmed
themselves as antifascists. Therefore, the National Liberation Movement
and the revolution developed more firmly here than in the other nations. It
is worth mentioning that the revolutionary authority, the representative of
the Croatian nation and some sort of provisional pariiament and govern-
ment were established in Croatia from 1942 on. It might add that my father
was a member of this representation of the Croatian nation, as we call it
ZAVNOH. In other words, the Croatian nation was building a program for
its socialist statehood even during the war. During the revolution itseif the
Croatian people wanted to create the foundation of such a federal state of
Croatia which no one in recent history has questioned. What is more, the
program of the Communist Party of Yugoslavia which Tito announced at
that time claimed that the new Yugoslavia would resolve not only the social
problems, but would, above all, solve the national question.

Q: Can you tell me what you actually wanted and why you were indicted?

A: My involvement was in the area of historical research. This is in
accordance with my aspirations that the Croatian nation decide all questions
regarding her cultural, economic and political life within the framework of a
self-managing socialism. These aspirations that the right to self-manage-
ment be raised to the level of the people, that the seif-managing socialism
should harmonize with the desire of every nation to determine its own fate,
that all human and civil rights be guaranteed to every individual--that is
what is currently termed Eurocommunism in Europe. That is a socialism of
a more humanitarian type. .

Q: How is it possible that the desire of the Croatian people for freedom and
national integrity is so great? Is it possible to imagine that in today’s era of
Helsinki and the Belgrade Conference that actually exist political
disagreements in Europe? In other words, is it possible to avoid these
disagreements before the Croatian question is resolved, before the question
of small nations which do not consider themselves free is resolved?

A: In speaking of Europe, we should mention that all the European
countries have considerable ethnic problems. Britain has disagreements
among the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish; Spain has the Basque and
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Catalan problem; France has a problem with the Bretons. The question of
4,000 Lapianders has been raised in Scandinavia. Therefore, Europe and
the world as a whole have reached such a level of development that no
ethnic minority, and especially not an ancient historical nation, will endure
any national restraint, but desires to be sovereign in the international
community. Europe and the world can build peace only when all nations are
content in their national aspirations and when that international community
is founded on the mutual agreement of those nations, not on the basis of
hegemony and domination over each other.

Q: The western press frequently poses the question what will happen after
Tito. The Yugoslav press also mentions the danger of intervention. It
further claims from the highest levels that the Yugoslav peoples are firmly
committed to defending themseives from any intervention, including Soviet
intervention. Are Croatians actually willing to sacrifice their lives to defend
Yugoslavia? What is the real danger of intervention despite the agreement
of the Big Powers at the Yalta Conference? As a historian, can you tell us
something about this?

A: What will happen after Tito is only a guess and | do not wish to make any
such guesses. In any case, as a historian | can say that the Yalta agreement
and the 50-50 influence in Yugoslavia was never realized on the geopolitical
territory of Yugoslavia which is a central European and Mediterranean
country. Those were crucial moments when foreign powers wanted to
realize that influence in Yugoslavia. By force of circumstance Tito resisted
both the western and the Stalin influence. in any event, the Croatian nation
will, | hope, remain faithful to its democratic principles and will not aliow
some new enslavement. Since you ask about the relationship between
Croatia and the Soviet Union, | can say that in the past in Croatia there has
been some Slavic feeling toward Russia, toward the ideals of the October
revolution, but in the life of the Croatian nation, more than among the other
nations, a strong resistance surfaced to the Stalinistic distortion of
Communism, the Stalinistic suppression of non-Russian nations and the
Stalinistic crushing and destruction of human and civil freedoms. As an
example, | can point out that at the time of the resistance to the
Informbureau in 1948 and later, there were the fewest informbureauists,
followers of Stalinism, among the Croatians. There was in fact only an
insignificant number. Thus, Croatians have been opponents of a Stalinistic
model and the Stalinistic approach because Stalinism was always tied to the
centralistic hegemonistic orientation in Yugoslavia and in the socialist world
in general. Croatians want a democracy, decentralization, a humanization
of the socialist movement. As aresult, it is absolutely certain that Croatians
are not followers of any sort of Stalinism and that they will resist any
Stalinistic movement.

It is understood that Croatians cannot expect anyone, not the western
powers or anyone else to form policies for them or to resolve their problems.
However, life, especially the life of small nations is often dependent of the
large powers, frequently to a considerable extent. Small nations depend on
the relations among the world’s powers and on their international
development and orientation.

translated by Ruzica Kapetanovic
FRANJO KUHARIC

Q: Last summer, the thirteen hundredth anniversary of Croatian
Christianity and the one thousandth anniversary of the sanctuary of ‘‘Qur
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PETER SEGEDIN

Q: We've heard that approximately two hundred leading Croatian
lnt.ellegtuals are having difficulty finding work, that some are even in
prison?

A: You see, | am not a politician, and | am afraid to even speak about these
problems. | would merely like to state the truth, and the truth is that in
Croatia after the year 1971, an exceptional state of affairs has existed.
Many people suffered, were imprisoned, and, upon their release, were
unable to find employment. This is a problem which falls within the reaim
of issues with which | am now involved, that is, the fate of certain people at
this point in time and in this territory. Lately, I've been extremely
occupied. This is an example of the eradication of the human personality,
its denigration. The human personality is something which to me is
inordinately important. {’ve observed that this period in time, with many
of its declarations and manifestos, negates and destroys the human soul, in
the Eastern part of the world, as well as in the West; in the East, by means
of a disordered ideology which supports and defends an unwieldly political
apparat, and in the West, by means of something called technocracy.
Technocracy and this disordered ideology manifest themselves in different
ways, but both destroy the human soul. The human soul hasn’t yet
disappeared, but is is in particular danger, and exactly this thought
occupies me continually.

Q: You've mentioned the year 1971 and said that after it, a part of the
Croatian intelligentsia was in prison. What happened in 1971? As a writer
and chronicler of your time, you could give us a description of the events.

A: In order for you to understand what | wish to say, | must first explain
certain things. In 1948, the Yugoslav Communists began a new era in
contemporary society, an anti-Stalinist era. From 1948 on, the evolution
progressed at an easy pace toward democratization, and we hoped it would
grow into a social democracy. Unfortunately, in 1971, this evolution was
interrupted because of the fear of Yugoslavia’s disintegration.

Q: What was the basis for the conclusion that Yugoslavia stood at the brink
of destruction?

A: Onecannot speak of a conclusion, but, rather, it was an ever-increasing
feeling that this was indeed the case. in my opinion, it was a problem of the
Serbian complex, illustrated aiready in the year 1918, with the victory in
World War | and the creation of Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia was created in
Versailles, as a result of a victorious war the Allies waged against Germany
and Austria, and the disintegration of Austria. As you know, in every
movement, as well as in the Party and the Yugoslav League of Communists,
there are diverse personalities, diverse conceptions. Some of these people
saw a great danger in the democratization of Yugoslavia. | feel the Serbian
element in the Party was most sensitive to the problem of Yugoslav
democratization. As I’ve stated already, unless I’'m mistaken, the Serbian
participation or struggle on the side of the entente in the First World War
contributed to the fact that Serbia was considered victor in this war. Serbia,
on the side of the Entente, emerged from the war victorious; the formation
of Yugoslav entity carries its mark. 1t’s a gift for its participation in the war
on the Allied side. As aresuit, a belief was created in the Serbian mind that
they were the administrators of this Yugoslav state, that they were
responsible for the country and that they were her only masters. Between
the two wars, this was, to a certain extent, understandable, but after the
Second World War, such a view was an anachronism. Meanwhile, whether
it is an anachronism or not, the belief lives on among the Serbians that they
are the administrators of the country, that they are responsibie for it, and
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that they must concern themselves about its fate. 1 call that a complex.
Those with power and ownership complexes were worried about the fact
that Croatians, by means of democratization, began to gain their rights as a
nation and as individuals; as individuals, in that they realized their human
rights, began to speak what they felt, work toward a stable freedom, and
affirm the positive values of their nation.
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Q: inother words, the Croatian nation had previously been unable to affirm
its individuality and liberty within Yugoslavia?

A: That’s been shown, there is no need for me to even speak of that. In the
course of democratization since 1948, evolution took place toward freedom
or autonomy for individual nations. The Croatian leadership and peoples
were able to articulate problems which caused them distress, to work for
their solution. Some of these problems were solved. However, this process
and this course were judged dangerous to the powerholders within the
Yugostav framework, and these people considered themselves Serbian.
This fact led to the tragedy of 1971. Of course, there are other problems,
economic, etc., but the basic problem is the one I've already mentioned, the
fear that democratization will destroy Yugoslavia.

Q: That means that Serbs, who have had in the old and in the new
Yugoslavia, all power in their hands, do not actually fear the destruction of
Yugoslavia, but, rather, are afraid they will jose power and domination aver

Yugoslavia, a state they consider their territory? . .
. . i . . ““Djilas supported the attack in
A: That’s exactly what I’ve been saying. People identify their power with Karadjordjevo, and today tries to

the existence of the Yugoslav state. convince the West that only
Q: When the West writes about Croatian problems and Croatian national )qu;ogaot;?:vian?’t fonalism exists in

rights, these problems are generaily equated with some type of reactionary,
fascistic tendencies within the Croatian nation and Croatian political life.
Djilas, who often speaks on Western television, and who gives interviews to
Western news sources, also characterizes this tendency as fascistic,
nationalistic, reactionary. What are your feelings about this?

A: That is correct. Nothing shocked me more recently than this interview
by Djilas, especially by him, which appeared in the Western press. In 1972,
in spite of the obvious injustice, he supported the attack in Karadjordjevo,
and today tries to convince the West that only Croatian nationalism exists in
Yugoslavia. Milovan Djilas, like many Serbs, believes this is the way to
preserve the Yugoslav entity. Here in Croatia, this type of reaction is
considered a reflex of the Serbian victory in Versailles, which is equated,
through the Yugoslav framework, with Serbian political aspirations.

Q: You speak of Karadjordjevo, as do many other Croatians. What does
this word actually mean?

A: Karadjordjevo, that is the place which got its name from the dynasty of
the Serbian kings, Karadjordjevic. The Twenty-First Congress of the
Yugosiav Communist Presidium was held there. To criticize this Congress
would be to insult many people, many institutions, the government itself.

This | don’t wish to do. | simply feel it is necessary to mention. You see,
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia and its leadership commenced in 1948
with a process of evolution within a society which had world-wide
import--the struggle against Stalinism. That which is now occuring within
Western Communist parties would be difficult to comprehend without the
events of 1948 in Yugoslavia. The purge at Karadjordjevo casts a dark pall
on the year 1948. Many in Yugoslavia, especially in Croatia, have reached
the unfortunate conclusion that democratization is not possible in
Yugoslavia. | don’t wish to criticize any national group, especially not
Serbians, with whom, however one looks at it, we are forced to live. The
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the world from falling apart.”’

experience of my relatively long life tells me that exactly this Serbian
Versailles complex undermined and destroyed old Yugoslavia. Its
concealed, messianic character of today has appropriated for itself the role
of defender and watchman of the Yugosliav entity. This messianic reifex
denies many non-Serbian nations human rights, the right to be what they
are. This complex is based on conquest by force, it is blind to human rights,
although this is a basic element constituting Marx’s view on mankind, a
view which cannot exist without individual rights. In Croatia, this complex
is considered a monster, to which, from time to time, a certain number of
just and righteous Croatians must sacrifice themselves, thereby preventing
the world from falling apart. It is difficult for me to say this, although it is
necessary just this once, but this Serbian conquering complex resulted in
the Ustashi, and today, it has dispersed around the world a large part of
contemporary Croatian youth, creating from them, very often, highly
desperate peopte. It would be helpful and beneficial that these people,
Djilas, the Serbs, who are unaware, finally comprehend this fact.

Q: After conversing with many people, it seems to us that discussion about
national problems in Yugoslavia is a strict taboo. Are you fearful of the
repercussions affecting you as a result of what you’ve told us tonight?

A: | can’t tell you a thing. Whatever happends to me will be an answer to
your question.

transiated by Julienne Busic
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April 3, 1981

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR: RICHARD V. ALLEN

THROUGH: RICHARD PIPES/CHARLES TYSON

FROM: PAULA DOBRIANSKY{Q?

SUBJECT: Cancellation of Visit by Yugoslav

Vice Premier Dragan

The Department of State has informed us (Tab B) that Yugoslav
Vice Premier Dragan will be unable to visit the United States

on April 6-7, as his presence is required in Yugoslavia for
important economic policy discussions. In accordance with
State's request, at Tab A is a memorandum to the Vice President
cancelling his appointment with Vice Premier Dragan scheduled for
April 6 and informing him of potential rescheduling in May

or June.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the memorandum at Tab A to the Vice President.
Approve Disapprove
cc: Henry Nau

Allen Lenz
Tim Deal






MEMORANDUM

Add-on 0724
T OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

March 16, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR ALLEN LENZ

FROM: Nancy Bearg DykeI

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with Yugoslav Vice
Premier Dragan

The Vice President will meet with Vice Premier Zvone
Dragan of Yugoslavia on Monday, April 6, 4:30 - 5:00 p.m.
in his 0l1d Executive Office Building Ceremonial Office
(room 274). May we please have recommended talking points
and background papers for the Vice President's use by close
of business, Friday, April 3. Thank you.
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REFERRAL DATE: 18 MAR 81
MEMORANDUM FCR: STATE SECRETARIAT
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: TO: ALLEN
FROM: DYKE, N
DATE: 16 MAR 81

KEYWORDS: YUGOSLAVIA EUROPE EAST DRAGAN, ZVONE

SUBJ: REQUEST & TALKERS FOR VP MIG W/ VICE PREMIER DRAGAN ON APR 6

REQUIRED ACTION: PREPARE TALKERS & BACKGROUND PAPERS

DUEDATE: 20 MAR 81

COMMENTS :
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March 16, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR ALLEN LENZ

FROM: Nancy Bearg Dyke'

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with Yugoslav Vice
Premier Dragan

The Vice President will meet with Vice Premier Zvone
Dragan of Yugoslavia on Monday, April 6, 4:30 - 5:00 p.m.
in his 01d Executive Office Building Ceremonial Office
(room 274). May we please have recommended talking points
and background papers for the Vice President's use by close
of business, Friday, April 3. Thank you.





