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Received(YY/MM/DD) «/ Loi CZ)C2< • 

Name of Correspondent: ~~~ ~~~ t!r..#:~ 

~ Ml Mail Report User Codes: (A) ___ _ (B) ___ _ (C) ___ _ 

Subject~:----~~~~~,,,..· ~ '/~ 2 =d£~~~--------------------

ROUTE TO: 

Office/Agency (Staff Name) 
Act ion 
Code 

ACTION 

Tracking 
Date 

YY/MM/DD 

DISPOSITION 

Type 
of 

Response 

Completion 
Date 

Code YY/MM/DD 

ORIGINATO~ ~ J //4,Z J.?.7-' ____ _ 

ACTION CODES: 

A - Appropriate Action 
C - Comment/Recommendation 
D - Draft Response 
F - Furnish Fact Sheet 

to be used as Enclosure 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

Referral Note: 

I - Info Copy Only/No Action Necessary 
R - Direct Reply w/Copy 
S - For Signature 
X - Interim Reply 

Keep this worksheet attached to the original incoming letter. 
Send all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB). 
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files. 

DISPOSITION CODES: 

A- Answered 
B - Non-Special Referral 

C - Completed 
S - Suspended 

FOR OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE: 

Type of Response = Initials of Signer 
Code = " A" 

Completion Date = Date of Outgoing 

Refer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590. 
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December 21~ 1981 

~~§.ef. 

Dear Mr. President~ 

As the year draws to a close~ I would Zike to take this 

opportunity to wish you much success in your activities in the 

coming year . 

At t he same time~ I would like to thank you for the in

terest you have expressed towards my country and for your support~ 

which has been evinced in the development of our cooperation . 

It gives me great satisfaction to express the conviction 

that cooperation and relations between our two countries have been 

developing most successfully. At the same time~ I wish to state 

my belief that they will continue to grow~ to the benefit of both 

our nations. 

In these difficult and trying times~ I am convinced~ 

Mr. President~ that our work and hopes center on a common goal: 

peace~ prosperity and happiness for all nations in the world in 

the forthcoming year. 

The President 
The White House 
Washington~ D.C. 20500 

~tfully~ 

/J· /2 -->-£-7 

Budimir Loncar 
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MEMORANDUM 595 
0641 16 
3.5oa THE WHITE HOUSE VIA LDX lCJl '7b WASHINGTON 

February 1, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUL BREMER, III 
Executive Secretary 

SUBJECT: 

The Department of State 

Vice President's Meeting with 
Yugoslav Vice President Dragan 

The Vice President will meet with Ypgoslav Vice 
President Zvone Dragan on Monday, February 8, at 
4 ; 30 p .rn. 

Recommended talking points and background papers 
for the Vice President's use would be appreciated 
by opening of business on Wednesday, February 3. 

Many thanks. 

CHARLES P. TYSON 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs 
(Coordination) 

;:?J{) . .1is 

~ /Jl oo7 
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- -?N•ation al Security Council 
- Th e Vv hite House . _ _. '~, 

Package # ----'--

\ 0 A \ 1 

SEQUENCETO HASSEEN 

John Poindexter 

Bud McFarlane 

Jacque Hill 

Judge Clark 

John Poindexter 

Staff Secretary 

Sit Room 

I-Information A- Action 

CY To VP 

CY To Meese 

CY To Baker 

CY To Deaver 

DISTRIBUTION 

Show CC 

Show CC 

Show CC 

Show cc 

ACTION 

Other ___________________ _ 

COMMENTS 



ME 1\1 Q R'J\~ [JU M 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

0595 

January 29, 1982 

MEMORANDUM FOR BUD McFARLANE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Nancy Bearg Dyke µ'6,J) 

Vice President's Meeting with Yugoslav 
Vice President Dragan 

Th e Vice Presiden t will meet with Yugoslav Vice 
President Zvone Dragan o n Monday, February 8, at 4 : 30 p . m. 
at the Vice President ' s re sidence. May we please have 
recomme nded tal ing point s and background papers for the 
Vice Pre sident's use by c l o se of business, Wednesday , 
Februar y 3 . 

Th a nk you . 

Cy to: Mi ke Wheel e r 
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HP: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

6-15-82 

~ Sf!!¼, 

I recomrend no response tb the 
attached correspondence. It con
tains articles about the plight 
of Yugoslav dissidents, an un
personalized fundr raising letter, 
and a reprinted paid political 
advertiserrent deploring conditions 
.im Croatia. 

The sender did not provide a 
return address. 

D. Salem 



YUGOSLAVIA 
For Years Yugoslavia has been falsely presented to tho Amoricun 
public as a benevolent society, enjoying freedom unknown in othor 
Eastern Block countries. Such an image could not ho moro wrong, In 
fact, Serbian dominated Yugoslavia roprosonle ono of tho worst 
dictatorships in the contemporary world, According to tho lntost 
report of Amnesty Internntionnl, Yugoslnvln's rocord on humnt\ 
rights violations has surpnssod lhnt of t.ho Soviet Union, 

DI, MAIKO YIIILICA 
• 11 nan ,oa AN IIITlaYIIW 

OR. MARKO VESEUCA, a noted Croatian e-conom• 
LSl, was born in 1936 near Sinj, Southern Croatia.. His 
father died durina the Sec-ond World War fighting on 
the side 0£ the Tito Partisans. In ha youth, Veselic• 
was a prominent activist in the youth and student 
Ot'R&nizations and a member of t.he Communist party 
for 18 years. He studied economica at the Faculty or 
Economics of the Croatian University at Zagreb, where 
he earned a Ph.D. in 1962. Until December of 1971, 
Veselica was a lecturer at the same Faculty, teaching 
Political ei»DO[I\)' 

At the same time Dr. Marko Veaelica took an active 
part in the political life of Croatia. He had been a 
member of the Pruidum and of the Exec:utive Com
mitee of the Cro8tian Trade Unions and a deputy for a 
~b in the Federal Parliament in Be~de In this 
capacity, Veselica gave his all fighting for real auton
omy of the constituent Yugo1lav republics. for social 
and tt0nom.ic reform& and for laatine chanjes in 
Yu.goslavia. This made Veselica the prime target for 
attack by .. centralistM and "unitanst" fGrCH in Yugot• 
la.,·ia. 

He was one of the first leaders of the "Croatian 
Spring" to be arrested i.n December, 1971, and sentenc:• 
ed. to 7 years of hard labour on trumped-up charges of 
-counterrevolution" and ".separatum" in 1972. Veselica 
v.as releaud from J&il after sis. y-ears following 
worldwide protest.a and the interVention of Amnesty 
International, which campaigned for his rtlea.se and 
made him a .. prisoner of the month" in October, 1977 

His releaae from pnson wu not the~ of Vnelica's 
troubles in Serbian dominated YugOifllavia. The father 
o( three sm.all children, he wu unable to obtain any 
kind of work, while clear threats, cont&Uled i.n the 
public speeches by the highest ranking representativr& 
of the Presidium of the Cena-al Committee of thl' 
League of Communists of Yugo&lavia, wue ainatantly 
aimed at Vnelica 

On April 21, 1981, Dr. Marko VeRlica was rearrest• 
ed. Having DO lea:al protection in a lawless country, 
Veaelica used the only form of protest rt:maining to 
him; the huneer strike. His trial was delayed several 
times becaua of hia failin&' health, due to hia previoua 
imprisonmenL On Augwit 31, 1981, Dr. Marko Veselic• 
wu M!:ntenoed by the Yugoslav authoritie. to ELEVEN 
\ 11) yean priaon term for giving and mterview to a 
West German newa maprine (an equivalent of the 
American Time lll.B&Utne). Tboueh he ia • rt:latively 
young man, it ia feared that becauae of bi.I failing 
health, he will nOt au.rivive another stay i.n the Yugos
lav Gulag. 

The following are 90me exuacu from the interview 
given by Dr. Marko Veaelica to a West German new• 
magazine in Augwit, 1980: 

"I am oppoaed to all violence, even thoua:h I wu 
myself a victim or violence. Violence engenders new 
hat.red and create• the imperative for more violence. 
1'ha tragic chain muat 90mewhere be broken. Violence 
mW1t be rt:nounced ,even aa:aintt th01e who Jive by it. I 
have decided LO be one of those who have ab80lutely 
renounced violence even though aome will aay that 
even by talkina to you of these thin&• J have perpet· 
rated a crime. I have never committed a crime, or do I 
intend LO. I follow the teachinga of the spiritual leadera 
of my people and other people1 of the world, who have 
said that it is better to perish than LO hate, and that 
only goodneu and the hunger for truth and JWltiee can 
purify our hearta and give a true meaning to our 
exiatence. This ia what I can tell you of my reeisfence 
and the ideals that move my people ... 

-rhe Croatia is truly cut into two parta, the Croatia 
in exile, scattered around the earth, and the Croatia 

~~:;d!~b~ho~:'t:~~~';.~\c~la':r~~
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:h!fer7:~: 
WW. 2, to return to their country, for the heart can 
never be happy in a foreign land. Economic conditio~ 
could be created here for them to return to their 
homeland .. 

--we who did ao much in order to atop the century old 
Croatian exodus; we who worked 90 hard to ensure that 
no Croat should be compelled to leave hia homeland; we 
who did our beat to facilitate the return of as many of 
our people as poeaible hick to our country - we were 
accused of being chauvinist and separatiata, even 
enemies of our people for whom we ao unaelfiahly gave 
50 much. For our desire to prepare the if"()und work for 
an economic, paychologicalandpolitical life acceptable 
to all Croats abroad and at home, we were even 
imprisoned." 

Dr. FRANJO TUDJMAN, Croatian hiatorian and 
writer was born in Veliko Trgovisee in Zagorje, 
Croati~'s northern moat province, in 1922 During the 
war, he Joined the Tito Parti~ns. Arter the war, ~e 
graduated from the higher nuhtary academy, and m 
1961, he left I.he army with the rank or major-~eneral 
From J 961 to 1967 he was director of the Institute for 
party history in Croatia, which was attach to the 
Central Committee of Croa.tia. At the aame time he 
held a number of aenior political funcuorui. 

After h11 appointment as dirccttlr of the party hiatory 
mititutc he devoted himaeH enurely to 1cholarly work. 
In 1963.' he waa appointed profes&0r of his~ory ~ the 
political acicncti Cuculty of the Croauan Un1vers1ty ~t 
Zugreb. Two yeara la1cr, he o~t.amed a doctor_ate for his 
work "The Cauaca of the Cruna or Monart:hiat Yugo&• 
lavia from the Uni!1cution in 1918 to the Collapee in 
1941 •• 

He has pubhahcd a numbtr of work• dealing with 
military mottera ond the h11tory or PUJ'tl8.tln wura, 
philosophyofhistory,moch,rnhlatoryandmternat1onal 
relations His mtun works ure "War 1&gumat War'' 
t 1957 ,, 'The Formation or Social11t Yugoelavla" (1960), 
"Occupauon and Revolu1ion" tl964 l, ''Thr Yug01lav 
Commiuee and the Formauon of the State of Southern 
Slavs'" {1966, and 'Big Ideas and Sm.all Nationa~ 

DI, PUIUO TUDJMAN 
• i nan POii ..,... ... 

NIITOIIICAL ,am 
(1969). His latest book "Nationaliam in Contemporary 
Europe" bu juat been published by Columbia Univerai
t)' Pr'ff8 in New York. 

Soon aft.er Tito's condemnation of the Creation party 
leaderahip in Karadjordjevo on December l , 1971, Dr. 
Franjo Tudjman was arreated, He wu 11Cntenced on 
October 12, 1972, to two years impri10nmcnt. After 
nine months in plUOn, he waa releued. Then, ten yean 
later, on February 20, 1981, he wu aentenced for the 
same conviction. The court rejected hia defenae and 
sentenoed him to thrtt yean imprisonment. 

The following is an extract from hia deferuc m the 
coun: "In 1965 the support.era of the hegemonic and 
centralist ideu proposed that the principal 80lemn 
celebration of the 251.h annivenary of the commence• 
ment of the Nationa1 Liberation Struule and of the 
revolution in YUKQalavia (due in 1966) should be held in 
Ja.senovac, since at least 700,000 and possibly as many 
as 900,000 people had bttn killed in that camp. Thia 
was because the party orficials in question wanted to 
use this ceremony to their own advantage in order to 
strengthen their position. A plan was drawn up to have 
the number of the people who periahed there engraved 
on a monument and to have A.Jeka.andar Rank.ovic &a 
the main a peak er. I mr-eH oppoied thia, and used as 
evidence statiatical data about the war victims between 
1941-1945 (which was still unpubliahed at the time and 
even today has not yet been made public). At that time I 

=t:n~~:d ~:ri:~;~aof ~: :u::~:f~c~t!,e w~~:h 
was horrible enough as it stood. 

"My araument carried the weiaht of evidence sub• 
stantiatl'd by irrefutable data and by my official duties 
and function. At that time I held the followina 
posiuona: Director of the Inatitute for hi1tory of the 
labour movement in Croatia; Professor of the socialist 
rtvolution and of the contemporary national history at 
the Faculty of political science; member of the leologic• 
al Commiuion of the Central Committee of the League 
of Communiata of Croatia; member or the Hiatorical 
collllIUUion of CK SKH and member of the Central 
Committee of the league of Combatanta of Croatia, 
member of the Coordination committee for the hi1tory 
of the Labour movement in Yug1>1lavia; President of 
the Commi111ion fo r International relation. of the 
Central Committee and member of the Executive Com• 
m.ittee of the Socialist League of Croatia; member of 
the Executive Committee or the Centre for EauifMtl 
of Croatian ori,:in (Matia laeljenika), member of the 
Parliament of the Socialist Republic of Croatia and 
Preaident of the Committee fo r Academic work of the 
Cultural and Educationa1 Council. 

.. However, one of the moet reaponeible political fi. 
gure1 in Croatia told me officially: "With regard to 
Jaaenovac and the war victima you ore right , but beer it 
in mind that relations are auch that the Central 
Committee of the Croatian League of Communi1t1 
e&nnot auppon you publicly. The aubject ia politically 90 
aenaitive,that ifwedragitintoopen wewouldprovoke 
difficultiea for comarade Tito, and we muat not do that, 
beceuae he i1 faced with enough problems u it iii" 

"J replied, that one should atrive conaiatently to 
maintain the truth preciaely in order to chafl8e things 
which do not pennit it, and funhennore, that »uch 
political ueeuments cannot influence me in my work 
aa a hiatonan, because they are contrary to my conaci• 
ence as a peraon and my oonvltiona u a hiatorian. 

"ln order to demonatrate the total abaurdity of the 
allegations that 700-800,000 people were killed in the 
concentration camp or Jaaenovac alone, I pointed to the 
officials concerned that thia would mean that every 

:w:~:ro~1f:;~~ i;e:~::
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every 8.Ul&le hour. ln addition - and thia ia without 
doubt of far greater importance - I put forward the 
estimate that probably the total number or victima who 
perished in the Second World War in the whole or 
Yugoslavia (i.e. taking into account the entire popula
tion on all aides involved in hoatilit1e.) - doea not 
exceed thia figure! That is to 1ay that where correct 
atatistical data obout the _war victima ia lacking or not 
yet available, demographic l0Me1 are calculated u,ing 
seient1hc method5 baaed on demoifaphie stati1tica. 

~Applying two of the three best-known method,, the 
total demographic losses in Yugoalavia dunng the 
Second World War can amount at the most to circa 2, 18 
million people (or considerably leu according to the 
third method). Of this figure 450.000 ia accounted for 
by the fall in the birth-rate, 500,000 by the emigration 
of the Gennan national minority, about 200.000by the 
emigrated Italian, Hungarian and Turkish minioritiq 
circa 260.000 appliee to the emigre population, leaving 
a tot.a.I of 700-800.00 people unaccounted for and 
regarded ,u war eo.aualtiea. (Thia figure is not insignif
icant, when one recalls that far larger countriea •uf
fered conaidcrably smaller loue1, e g. Great Britain 
388.000, Italy 410.000, France 600.000), 

"If one continuoualy reiterotet and exaggerates to an 

~:r= t1~:~~::t~~e~r°b:!:ti~t:i~ate~t°i! 
loae sight not only of the fact that the hiat.orical geneiia 
of the Uat.a.Sha movement lay in the hegemoniatic 
tyranny imposed on the Croat nation under the Yuiios
la,• monarchy, and particularly in the usassination of 
the Croatian leadership, beaded by Stjepan Radie in the 
Belgrade Parliament, and that the Cbetniclt forcq 
represented no leu a danger to I.he Croat population in 
wartime, than di~ _the Ua~ha forcea to the Serbs, but 
aleo on such fala1f1ed prem1ases one 11 not in a poaition 
to (onnulate reoliatic preconditiona for the ~annoniua 
eo-exiatence of Croata ans Serbs in lhe aoc1aliat corn. 
munity 

"People who lll"C not brave enough to face up to 
hiatorical truth will try to run oway from truth in the 
preatmt aa well . ln addition one 1hould remember that 

News-Pilot Sat., Nov. '28, 1981 A9 

GULAG 
For tho lust 36 Yoora, human and national rights have been 
conHtnntly vlo lntod ospoolully In tho Socialist Republic of Croatian, 
whoro ovon nntlonol Identity Is conaldcrcd a crime and very of ten 
Jll'OflM11t ocl nn suoh, 
'l'ho following nro somo rnndom cxumploH of Huch prosecutions which 
froquontly hn vo fntnl consoquoncos, tho moat recent of them being a 
young Crontinn J ewish lntolloctunl , ErncHt Brujdcr /31), 

PIOf, VLADO GOTOVAC 
1 2 YIAlll ,oa A Lina 

PROF. VI.ADO GOTOVAC, a Croatian philOBpher 
and writer, con.idered by many the most intelliiient 
man to appear in the postwar Croatia, was born in 
1930, in lmot.aki, Southern Croatia. M a prtlliferous 
writer he hu publiahed aome 20 volumes or poetry, 
philoaophy, and literary criticism. Prof. Gotovae has 
already aerved four yeara tn the infamous pnaon of 
Stara Gradi1ka for his partitipation in the "Croatian 
Spring" movement in 1971. At that time he was accuaed 
of "counterrevolution" for being the chief editor of the 
prestigious Croatian Weekly. 

Ten yea.rs later, on June 5, 1981, Got0vac was 
sentenced again. This time he was ginn two yean of 
impri90runent. Besides, after hi• pri80n tenn expirea, 
he wi ll not be allowed to publish anything or to apeak in 
the public for four yean. Why? 

Be<:auae he gave an interview to a Swedish TV 
reporter in 1977, and apoke to some West Europian 
journalista. He was sentenced even for an interview 
given to a French radio station , " France-Inter• 
nationale," which was confiscated by Udba (Yua-01lav 
secret police) in Z.O.greb and, therefore, never emitted at 
the French radio. 

In a letter to the President of the Parliament of the 
Socialist Republic of Croatia Gotovoc wrote: ''To accuae 
whomever you wont, whenever you want and fo r 
whatever you want - that ia one or the traditional 
privileges or the arbitrary power ... You a.re accuaing 
careleuly, bec:auae you think that thecourt-outofitl 
duty toward your privilege& - must prove whatever 
you aay." 

Finally, h~ wu sentenced, as he put it talkinir of his 
firat impriaonment, "simply becauae J believed that the 
vital itau~11 affecting my homeland Croatia m\llt be 
deltwith." 

In thia context it ia of interest to mention that 
Belgrade'• aovernment wines and dines foreirn correa
pondenta who are "well behaved" and throws out all 
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DOIIOILA V PAIAGA 
• 3 YIAIII POR COWfflNO 

IIGNATUUI PORA PITlffON 
DOBROSLAV PA.RAGA, a law atudent, wu born in 

1960, in Za,reb Capital of Croatia. He was arreated on 
November 21, 1980, and sentenced on May 20, 1981, to 
three yea.rt impriBOnment for collecting sianatures for 
a petition demanding the releaae or all political priaon
ers in Yugoslavia. 

Paraga'a friend, ERNEST DRAJDER, a Croatian 
J ewiah intellectual , born in Zagrob in 1949, collected 
the aame 1ignatures with Dobroalav Paraga and wa..s 
killed by Ubda on November 27, 1980, alter three do.ya 
of a continuous torture. 

Emeat Braider was murdered by Serbian Dominated 
Ubda, but youfl8er and phiaically stronger Paraga 
survived the extreme torture. His trial was twice 
poatponed because of his phyaical condition. When the 
trial hnAlly took the place, Paraga had the courage to 
talk about the torture; about what Ubda did to him, to 
his younger brother Domagoj, and to bia friend Ernest 
Brajder. 

The following is the Petition sent to the Yugoelav 
central government in Belgrade on November 14, 1980. 
The Petition, aa Pa.raga explain~ it at hia trial, was 
ba6ed on a similar Communi1t Petition from 1936, and 
was signed by 43 ~roatian academics, univel"lity, pro• 
{e11&or1, arti1t1, wntera, generala, biahope and lawyera, 
all of whom are now 1ubject to daily harraaament and 

pero~· PRESIDENCY OF THE SOCIALIST 

PED~:JIATIVE l<F.J>Ulll,IC OP YUOOffLAVIA -
BELORADE 

PETITION DY CJITIZY.NH (JY THY, HOCIAUEJT Rf.,. 
PUBLIC OP CROATIA . YOrtHUBMIBBlOJITOTIIE 
ASSEMBLY OY TJJE BQCIAL18T Y>:DEl<ATJVY, RE
PUBLIC OF YUOOSJ.AVIA OYA nnAF'T I.AW ON 
AMNESTY UNDER ARTJCl,E J67 AND RP.I.ATIUQ 
TO ARTICLE 314 OF TJJE CON8TlTIJTlfJN fJP THE 
SOCIALIST FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OP 'fUOOfl. 
LAVIA 
I. 
We think that th,e decialon LO puaalawonantnfft.J for 
all political offend.era would create solid foundation. li,r 
an atmosphere of mutual t.ru,t and dtalojUe ln the 
general interett of the whole aociety. With this in view, 
we offer below a dralt law on amnesty. 
ll. LAW ON AMNESTY 
Article 1 
An amnesty ia granted to all pent0n11 who had until the 
day of eomina into force of thia law aimmitted uiminal 
acla of a political nature. 
Article 2 
I£ cmninal proceeding• have not yet started aiainat a 
pent0n to whom thia amneaty applies under article l. of 
thia law, they ahall not atart at all; if criminal prooeed• 
ings are already in train, they shall atop. U a peraon to 
whom this law appliN ia alrHdy &etenced, theaentenc.e 
ahall be qUAahed; if the aerving of the sentence has 
already atarted, it ahall atop forthwith. 
Article 3 
Thia amneaty applies also to restrictions on public 
appearance imp011ed for security reasons and to legal 
conaequences of any aentence p,as&ed by the courts. 

IIV, JOZO ZOVKO 
1 3\IJYUH,oaAlaMON 

IL PABOCO AIIIIIITATO 

Rev. JOZO ZOVKO, a 35 year3 old pariah pnest in 
Medjua-orje, Croatian province of Herzei()vina, was 
sentenoed on October 22, 1981, to three and a half yean 
or hard labour. Hu indictment charged him with hia 
1e.nnon delivered on July 11, 1981. Accordina LO the 
authoritiff, in that sermon Fr. :ZOvJr.o, by the way of 
rt:fering to the Holy Scriptures, spoke about 40 year3 of 
alavery, but actually thought about the C<lmmuniat 
revolution ... 

Fr. :ZOvko is not an exception. On November 11 1981 
~v. Ferdo Vlasic, a publisher of a reliiioua new9p8.per 
In Duvno, was sentenced to EIGHT years of hard labour 
for publ~ in his newspaper a photoen,ph of a poet, 
Rev. LuctJan Kordlc, who lives in Swttz.erland, while 
the leeretary of the same newspaper, ~v. Jow Kru:ic 
eot ~ive and a half years becaUAe he wu aeen, whe~ 
VU11tmg Toronto, Canada, 1n 1979, in the company of a 
Croatian emi&l"ant. 

Daily ~rsecutions of the Catholic Church in Croatia 
could be 1llu,trated even better by the event. that took 
place between October 7 and 15, 1981, in Makarska, 
Southern Croatia. 

In Vepric, near Maka.rska, a Shrine dedicated to Our 
Lady or Lourdes, which wu built in 1912 was bull• 
doiered and ~~oliahed between October i2, and 15, 
1981. The d_eclBlon to demoliah the Shrine was m,,de by 
the authritie!I on October 7, 1981, and delivered to the 
local prieat and t_he ~ffice of the arclibiahop of Split, the 
second largeat city in Croatia, on October 16, 1981. 

It 11 necHS&ry to add here that thl' Shrine was 
renovt1.ted in the lut few years, in actordance with the 
Yugoelav lawa, and that it wu the siaht of the final 
ceremony of a Eucharistic Congress on September 6 
1981, when it was viaited by more than 100.000 pe,ople

1 

Speaking on the radio Vatican, the archeb1ahop of Split 
D_r. Fra~e Fnnic, stated that he would rather paas ali 
hi• life m a pnaon than have t0 look at such a thing 
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Forgetting history: b) C. Michael McAdams 

AN AMERICAN PASTIME 
The new year, 1982 begins with 

the eyes of the world upon Poland 
where a massive military crack
down has taken place. To many 
Westerners the struggle in Poland 
appears to be one of communism 
versus democracy. In fa~t, the 
struggle is related almost entirely to 
economics. The Solidarity 
Movement was born of an 
economy that has suffered under 
the guidance of the Communist 
Party in which exists today only on 
hard currency proYided bl the 
Western nations. 

The Solidarity Movement began 
a liberalization in Poland which 
took a period of time to bear fruit. 
Gradually new books appeared, 
even books critical of the govern
ment. People began to worship 
more freely and even the state
controlled media began to take a 
more open tone. But, in December 
1981, the Party was purged and the 
li beralization movement was 
crushed b)· General Wajciech 
Jaruzelski. This should have come 
as no surprise in the West as this 
man previously headed the secret 
police and was instrumental in the 
Polish participation in the crushing 
of the C1:ech Spring in 1968. 

Despite the obvious , the West 
has reacted to the Polish crisis with 
surprise and outrage. Virtual!)· 
every Western nation, including 
such socialist-led countries as 
France, have at least verbal!) 
condemned the action in Poland. 
The American press; radio, 
television and newspapers ; has 
been filled with stories about the 
Poles and their plight. Official 
reports state that seven people have 
been killed and over two thousand 
arrested since the crack-down 
began . But the press is quick to 
believe that unofficial reports of 
hundreds killed and tens of 
thousands arrested are accurate. 
The President of the United States 

has brought pressure to bear on the 
Polish and Soviet governments to 
stop the repression and the 
American people appear to be one 
in their support of the Polish 
people. 

Amid the hundreds of news 
reports on Poland, I have searched 
for the single reference to the 
unbelievable parallels which have 
not, to my knowledge, been noticed 
by any member of the American 
press . These parallels, had they 
been drawn earlier, would have 
taken much of the surprise out of 
events in Poland. While the 
American press is quick to compare 
the Polish crisis to the SoYiet in
vasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968, 
an l'Ve nt which had noting in 
common with the present situation 
in Poland . it has overlooked tlw 
ob vious. The Croatian S1>ring, the 
great liberaliwtion moYement in 
Yugosl a ,·ia, was crushed ten years 
ago, almost to the day of the Polish 
purge, by the communist gonrn
ment of that countrJ·. Like the 
Solidarity Movement, the Croatian 
Spring did not happen overnight. It 
grew gradually with a trend toward 
liberali1:ation following the purge 
of the notorious Secret Police chief 
Alexander Rankovich in 1966. Like 
the Polish movement, the Croatian 
Spring was born of economic 
necessity, not some great clash of 
politit·al systems. As in Poland, the 
government made promises of 
reform. Marshal Tito himself 
visited the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb and promised to act upon 
Croatian demands for gn•atrr 
economic freedom and an encl to 
the use of Croatian youth as , ·irtual 
serfs in Western Europe to earn 
hard currency for the regime. 
Unlike Poland, the majority of the 
Croatian Spring lradl' rs were lo)·al 
communists attempting to work 

within the system to hring aboul a 
more hum a ne lifr for their people. 
And as it happened in Poland, 
almost nactly ten years later, a 
strike set the s1rnrk off which would 
destroy tlH• movement. 

On December I, 1971, Marshal 
Tito summoned the leadership of 
the Croatian communists to 
Karadjordjern, a place bearing the 
name of the hated Serbian Royal 
dynasty, while the Army moved on 
the C roatian capit a l. In the purge 
that followed, the entire leadership 
of the Croatian C ommunists was 
removed . Ry l)ecrmher 21st , the 
Prrmier of C roatia, along with 
most of his gmcrnmcnt, resigned. 
Despilt' the government ' s slowness 
in implementing even the most 
basic rconomic reforms, the 
government proved able to mo\'l' 
rapidly in crushing liheral reforms 
born of the workers. By Januar)· 
14th, over four hundred leading 
ol'ficials had heen 1H1rged . Ne:-.t 
came lhe Writer's Union, the 
newspaprrs, puhlishing houses and 
the universities . Betwern December 
I and March 30, twenty-three 
Communist Party 
were disbanded; 

organizations 
"political 

measures" were taken against 
I, 166 Pan~· members ; and criminal 
action was taken against 2,513 
more , 124 of whom were Partisans 
during World War II . 

But the purge of the Party was 

only the tip of a n iceberg. The 
workers, the students and the 
common people suffered even 
morr. By December of 1972 the 
highly respected International 
League for the Rights of Man 
reported that over 16,000 had been 
arested; some 2000 members of the 
news mrdia had been dismissed and 
thousands upon thou.sands of 
teachrrs, professors and civil 
servants had been purged from thr 
positions. According to the official 
Yugoslav census of 1971 ; one in 
l'Very three hundred C roatian., was 
arrested during the year. 
Yugoslavia held, in absolute 
numbers, more 1>olitical prisoners 
than any European nation outside 
the Soviet U nion , and per capita 
more than \'irtually any nation on 
ea rth. The repression continued for 
years and e\'l'n today the effects 
linger . 

The crushing of the Croatian 
Spring brought some response in 
the West, but not much . Perhaps 
America's eJes were still too fi,ed 
u1>on Southeast Asia where she 
had just ended a long and bloody 
war . To be sure, American aid to 
the Tito regime did not skip a beat 
during the repression. Like Poland, 
Yugoslavia finam:ed its repression 
with American dollar and West 
(;erman Marks. Unlike Poland, the 
flow to Yugoslavia continued. In 
fact, Tito was hailed by American 
Presidents in later years for his 

remarkable ability lo kl't·p order in 
Yugosla, ia: order ol' the same sort 
which now grips Poland. 

Perhaps there is something more 
than the distraction of Vietnam in 
the refusal of the American press 
and government to deal accuratcl~ 
and truthfully with nents in 
Yugoslavi a. Then• was no crisis in 
Southeasl Asia last )car when 
Yugoslav tanks crushed the 
Albanian minorit) in the Kosovo 
region .. . yet the cnnts ,n•re ,·ir
tually ignored hy the media and no 
words of anger or even sorrow "en· 
spoken h~ any Western leader for 
those who died or even toda~· 
languish in concentration cam1>s. 
Perhaps it has soml'lhing to do with 
the fact that, to 1rnraphrase Billy 
Ca r ter , "there are a lot more 
Polish- A mericans than there an· 
C roatian or Albani a n-Americans " . 
But even det' IH'r than that I fear is a 
basic misunderstanding of the 
nature of Yugoslavia and its system 
by thr American State Department 
and especially by the American 
media . 

The United States State 
Department has<>tluded itself for 
years with the notion that 
Yugoslavia is basinilly a weslcrn
orientcd "socialist" state whicl1 
would side with the West in the 
ennt of all-out war. The strateg ic 
value of Yugoslavia makes thi .s 
notion something more lhan 
academic conjecture; it hecomes 
dangerous lo the inlerests of the 
United Stall's. Yugos lavi a is, first 
and fon·most, a communist stall' 



declicall'cl lo the destruction of lhl' hroughl to him 11 hl'n aboard. For 
capitalist s~stl'm. This is not thl' first fl'w IH'l'ks of thl' uack-
opinion; it i.s printed on e\'l'r~ pier!' dmrn in Poland, thl' media reports 
of go\'l'rnment liternlurl' from the 1\'L'rl' cl'nsored h~· the Polish 
Co nstitution of the Social i.,l gml'rllllll'llt. Thl'n, the telnision 
Federal Republic of Yugosla\'ia stations hegan to "hype" the "first 
down. Yugos l;11·ia isronlrolll'd hy a Ulll'l'IISored rl'ports " out of 
pl'opll' who IUl\l' ah,a~s looked to Poland. Thi' uncensorl'd rl'port.s 
Ru .ssia as their mothl·rland; in 1n-n· nol. of course, a n~ different 
religion, in politics and L'\'l'n in the than those of thl' da~ hdore. Thi' 
maintainance of lhe arc haic American press corps in Belgrade 
Russian alphabl't. lhl're is not lhl' seldom Jean's lhl' city; 11rderring to 
slightl'st question that in an~ l'' ent, hl' 11 ined a nd dim·d and printing. 
1yar or otherwise, \'ugoshtYia will almost 1erhatim, regime press 
s ide with lhe communist powers rl'll'ases. The term " inn·stigali1l' 
and with Mother Rnssia. It Sl'ems rl'1rnrli11g" WI' hl'ar so mnch ahout 
hard lo belil'l'l' lhal lhl' U.S . Stall' Sl'l'lll'> to hi' a conr ll'rm to justify 
Dl'partment could he so nai\'e, hut in, a.sion of IJri, acy II ilhin thl' safe 
one look at its record on·r past ten .. ro11fi1Ll'S of till' U.S .A . A ny11hl'rl' 

. . ~ E~~ . 
years IS l'nough to l'Oll\'llll'l' the --vttrere IS real dangl'r. .. thl' IHl'SS IS 

greatest skeptic othl'rwisl'. It is s!'ldom found. 
obvious that very littll' is known And so Wl' enter a nl'w yl'ar. A 
ahout thl' real world in thl' makl'- ~ear 11ith grl'al parallels lo the 111'11 
hl'lil'\e hind of Amer ican yl'ar of a 11l'nicle ago. It ap1H•ars 
diJJlomac~·. wherl' ambassadors arl' that 1n-, as a pl'opll', as a nation 
still d10sl'n h~ thl' amount of and as a iHl'SS, han' not ll'arnl'd 
mom·y they contrihule lo poliliral much in len years. As for lhl' 
campaigns and wherl' only om' in comm1111isl n·ginu·s .. . lhey haH•n'I 
ten foreign services staff members changed much eil her. Perhaps lhey 
n111 speak the language of the ha\'l' added a few more nation s and 
country to which they are posll'd. a fl''' more millions or human 

As for the American press, I beings to tlll'ir domain . Santa~ana 
om·e frlt that many reportl' rs 11en' is quoled much too ol'll'n. Bui lhl' 
oYerworkl'd and thl'ir oHice., 11onb ,till ring trul' : "Tho.,l' 11ho 
und!'rslaffed. Today I ha,l' coml' n11111ot remember lhl' pasl arl' 
to hl'lil'n' that the majority of the co111km111'd to rl'Jll'.tl it." Let 11, 

Aml'riran ml'dia is J'illed with lazy. holJl' tlrnl this year l'lld ., what ha, 
sl'lf-scn-ing. rgomaniars. I>cspill' a hL·ronu· an all-100-L·ommon re-ran 
ro11pll' of well-puhlishl'd forays of hi s tory. 
inlo Afghanistan hy one or two February 12, 1982 
rqrnrll'rs, the an·rage American Danica 
journalist cxperts thc news to he 4851 Drexel Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
Phone 312/373-4670 

February 13, 1982 

Editor 
The Economist 
25 St. James 's Street 
London SWlA lHG 
United Kingdom 

Dear Sir: 
I was astonished that in your 

informative article on terrorism in 
Europe (2/16/ 82) you did not 
mention the current wave of 
assassinations in Western Europe 
by the Yugoslav secret service. Just 
within the last four months 14 
political dissidents were 
assassinated (West Germany 9, 
Belgium 3, France I, Switzerland 
1), making the Yugoslav govern
ment the most dangerous terrorist 
group in Europe. In West Germany 
there are currently three separate 
trials of assassins or would-be 
assassins who were caught. ln 
addition, for years now Yugoslavia 
itself has been one of the main 
bases of international terrorism. H. 
P. Rullmann (Hudtwalckerstrasse 
26, 2 Hamburg 60, West Germanyj 
just published a book (available in 
German and English) documenting 
more tham 90 recent assassinations 
of dissidents, mostly Croatians. 
Nova Hrvatska newspaper (30 Fleet 
Street, London) can provide you 
with detailed information of 
UDBA 's terror at home and 
abroad. 

Yours, 
Siobodan lvanek 

San Francisco, Calif. 

February 19, 1982 

Editor 
Business Week 
1221 A venue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 

Dear Sir: 
Reading the excellent article by 

Professor E. Loeb/ (February 22, 
1982), I was pleasantly surprised by 
his description of the ''conflict 
between Stalin and Stalinist Tito. " 
How refreshing after all those years 
of western infatuation with this 
brutal dictator. For many years 
now the Yugoslav regime has been 
the most oppressive in Europe. The 
number of political prisoners 
relative to the population of 
Croatia is the highest in the world. 
Torture is widespread, sentences 
are barbaric (I 1 years for an in
terview, 5 years and death under 
torture for petitioning for the 
release of political prisoners, 15 
years for removal of Tito's pic
ture). The recent large-scale 
massacres of unarmed civilians in 
the Kosovo province by elite 
Serbian army units alone illustrate 
the Stalinist nature of Serbian 
imperialists. Beside providing the 
basis for international terrorism, 
the Yugoslav government itself is 
one of the most dangerous and 
active terrorist groups. More than 
90 dissidents were assassinated 
abroad - in the last four months 
alone 14 exiles were assassinated 
(West Germany 9, France 1, 
Switzerland 1, Belgium 3). 
Currently there are three different 
trials of Yugoslav secret service 
assassins who were caught in West 
Germany. H. P. Rullmann 
(Hudtwalckerstrasse 26, 2000 
Hamburg 60, West Germany) 
recently published a book 
(available in English) documenting 
the terrorist activities of the 

. Yugoslav government. The 
newspaper Nova Hrvatska (30 Fleet 
Street, London, United Kingdom) 
has massive documentation about 
Belgrade's terror at home and 
abroad. 

Sinceraiy, 
Siobodan lvanek 

San Francisco, Cal. 



, 
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UPDATE 1 

AMERICANS OF CROATIAN ORIGIN AND ALL CONCERNED AND DEMOCRATIC 
AMERICANS 

The terror, oppression and massacres of innocent 
Croatians are again on the increase in Yugoslavia. The 
reactionary and chauvinistic oppressors are conducting a 
policy of systematic genocide of the Croatian nation. Their 
•final solution• is to establish Great Serbia in Yugoslavia. 
The continuous racist and reactionary terror, within a 
framework of fascist dictatorship, is combined with forced 
assimilation, destruction of Croatian cultural institutions, 
forced political and economic emigration of Croatians, 
suppression of the Croatian language and culture. Leading 
Croatian intellectuals are being murdered, imprisoned, 
tortured. Thousands are forbidden to work. The number 
of •suicides• during police interrogation is alarmingly 
high. The number of Croatian political prisoners relative 
to the population is the highest on earth. More than half 
of the Croatian territory was given, as a present, to other 
•republics;• Croatians of Moslem and Orthodox religion 
are even forbidden to call themselves Croatians. 

The savage red-Gestapo of Yugoslavia is mortally afraid 
of truth and is spreading a well organized and financed 
campaign of terror and misinformation, even abroad. More 
than 100 exile-Croatians have been assassinated worldwide 
by the Yugoslav secret service. Blackmail and spying on 
a U.S. citizen of Croatian origin is standard routine. 

The U.S. taxpayer should not support the Yugoslav 
terrorist government anymore. The past U.S. policy toward 
one of the main bases of ~international terrorism is unethical 
and not in the interest ~f the U.S. The so-gullible press
media cannot obtain the truth about Yugoslavia from the 
Serbian sources in Belgrade or the official propaganda. 

The documents about the terror in Yugoslavia are now 
available. Most of these documents are from Croatians who 
are leading Communist Party members. After an entire genera
tion of Croatians was slaughtered in 1945 (the so-called 
Bleiburg genocide) for being •enemies of the state,• 
•fascists,• etc., now even Croatians who are leading party 
members are being persecuted. This fact is simple proof that 
in Yugoslavia the entire Croatian nation is brutally oppressed, 
not because of ideology but because of the Serbian policy of 
territorial expansion. 

Please, also send your badly needed contributions. 



1. Dr. M. Veselica: The Croatian National Question 
(English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00 

Dr. Veselica is a leading Croatian economist, high 
ranking party member and university professor. Because 
of this courageous interview for a West German weekly in 
January 1980, Dr. Veselica has been arrested. In a desperate 
protest he went on a hunger strike and was brutally force-fed. 
In September 1981, two days before U.S. Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig visited Yugoslavia, a kangaroo court sentenced 
Dr. Veselica to ELEVEN years in prison--for giving a moderate 
and deeply humanistic interview. Please, read this interview 
and demand a fundamental revision of the U.S. policy and 
att itude toward the terrorist government of Yugoslavia. 
Demand at least moral support for the innocent victims. 

2. Dr. F. Tudman: Croatia on Trial (English, Croatian, 
German)--$5.00 

Because of his interview for Swedish television, this 
leading historian, university professor and Tito's partisan
general is now in prison. The booklet contains his defense 
speech during his •trial• in April 1981. The main •offense" 
of Dr. F. Tudman was to scientifically refute the "black 
legends" about civil war in Croatia during World War II. 

3. Letters Against Tyranny (English, Croatian)--$5.00 

Contains several open letters (April 1981) to the 
Yugoslav terrorist government from leading Croatian intel
lectuals. A petition by 43 courageous Croatian intellectuals 
demanding the release of all political prisoners resulted in 
numerous arrests and torture. At least one cosigner, E. 
Brajder, died during torture. 

4. •confession• (English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00 

An authentic document on torture methods in Yugoslavia. 
This innocent victim, engineer V. Markovic, is still in 
prison. 

5. Dr. M. Mestrovic: Violations of Human and National 
Rights of the Croatian People in Yugoslavia (English) 
$5.00 

This is another excellent overview of the tragedy in 
Croatia. It was submitted to the "Helsinki-3" conference 
in Madrid in March 1981. Required reading. 

6. H. Rullmann: Assassinations Commissioned B 
(English, 9erman)-- 5.00 

A summary review of more than 100 recent assassinations 
by the Yugoslav secret service of prominent exile-Croatians. 
The list is far from being complete. Since it was published(l980) 
there have been~eleven more assassinations and nine assassina
tion attempts. Compared to the Yugoslav terror abroad, 
Libya' s Khadaffi looks almost innocent. Yet assassinations 
by Yugoslav secret service, even in the U.S., are hardly 
even reported in the media, while the U.S. government broke 
diplomatic relations with Libya. 



7. Dr. I. Supek: Heretic of the Left (Croatian 
only)--$20.00 

A leading Croatian nuclear physicist and humanist on 
the terror in Croatia. 

The above and other documents can be purchased at: 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Street 
London EC4Y lAJ 
United Kingdom 

Croatian National Congress 
P.O. Box 3088 
Steinway Station 
New York, New York 11103 
Telephone: 213/726-8286 

Please, send your financial contribution and give this 
advertisement to other human and peace loving Americans. 
Do not ignore the innocent victoms of terror in Yugoslavia. 
For example, in just three weeks (August 9-August 30, 1981) 
Serbian military courts gave more than 3,000 years in prison 
to approximately 250 Albanians of Kosovo Province. This was 
reported even in Yugoslav newspapers yet ignored in the U.S. 
media. A sample of the sentences: 16 and 17 year old students 
Gani Koci and Bajram Kusumi--15 years in prison for removing 
a picture of late Yugoslav dictator Tito; Ruzdi Hajolini and 
Zijadin Hoxha--15 years for participation in demonstrations; 
Nexhat Terstena and Abdyl Zymberi, highschool students--10 
years for participating in demonstrations; their professors 
between three and five years in prison for having such •bad" 
students. Parents of the victims of this terror are forced 
to "demand" draconic punishment for their children. Of 
course, completely unreported are numerous secret executions 
of Albanians for their uprising against Serbian aggression. 
The Kosovo province is completely sealed and forbidden for 
both foreign and Yugoslav reporters; the elite Yugoslav 
troops, specially trained for combat with the unarmed civil
ians and comprised of Serbian soldiers only, have killed 
more than 4,000 people already. Whole regions were defoliated 
by chemicals to expose p~ople hiding from the terror in woods. 
And this is happening now, in the middle of Europe, not 
Afghanistan, while Deputy Secretary L. Eagleburger makes 
his scandalous statements about the support to the Yugoslav 
Nazi-regime and while Secretary A. Haig visits and confers 
with the henchmen who still have warm blood from their newest 
innocent victims on their hands. 

If you are afraid of the Yugoslav secret service in the 
U.S., use a false name and neighbor's address and a domestic 
money order. 

PS: Enclosed are excerpts from the defense speech, which were 
recently smuggled out of the country, of Professor Vlado 
Gotovac, prominent Croatian poet, writer, journalist and 
former editor of several leading literary magazines. Mr. 
Gotovac is again in the infamous prison Stara Gradiska-
for a horrible crime--interviews with western journalists 
in 1977--three years ago. He was sentenced by •the most 
humane government in the world• and by a government which 
was host to the Helsinki-2 conference and which signed and 
so loudly voiced support of human rights., Help protect 
and save Professor Gotovac and numerous other innocent 
Croatians. 
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Vlado Gotovac 

Freedom in question 

Ylari1 G«mac is a tfstinguisNd Dmur IWi/6, 
pod ""'jolntali.st Jto hm ""' btt,r a/Jowtd to 
p,,b/bh a word sina Iris frst trmt in l""""Y 
/971. Born in /920, Gotcmr liad bttrr ~ 
a,//a:dons rf ll!P'Jl' sina /956 tnl i.as for~ 
yer,s the~ tnl ed.Jor of a fllmM' rf fiM 
lilm1r), mogazines, m wdJ as a radio tnl 1V 
jo,lmali.st. Hawng already~ ffAIT JWTS in jail 
following his /972 trial, he 11W' again tntstai tnl 
put on trial in Jw,e /981, Mitm he i.as Sffllmad 
IO 1"" JWTS' impri.som,ml. 

At dris trial. held in Zagrd, hnw«n 2 tnl 4 
J,n /98/, Vlari:I WIOIOC made"' itrJ,tmioned 
,pttd, in Jris OM dt!,/tna, in iJridr he defmded 
IN .fr«d,m cf the intilfdual tnl gavt a 
lttnowing act:allJ of his u,pri.sonmmJ in Slara 
Gradtska. '11tt spttdr is 100 long to rq,rot.aa 
hen in /IS mtirey;for exmf)le, Gotoio: deals at 
,,mr length 'Mlith the a,mpliaud is.sw cf the 
Yugoslav nadona/mes; 1K' htM exarpt«J the 
~ ,Jud, deoJ 'With OUT kind if aJna!ffl. 

My defence will be made up of facts which 
the indictment failed to mention. 

My defence means the exercise of my 
freedom - as the Apost1c Paul wrote: 'Why is 
my liberty judged of another man's con
science?' An innocent man defends hirmclf by 
aerating the truth. That~ all he can do in M 
own defence. When the truth i.~ disregarded by 
the prosecution, whether by accident or 
design, he still has a duty to it. 

But what is tNth'? 
There is only one amwcr. It is the way in 

which Tane in the long term, the very !:mis of 
a society, enables tha1 !Ociety to make judg
ments about it9elf and other societies. One 
human society and one truth - they are the 
same thing. Hence the validity of Bohr's 
dictum: "The contrary of an accW'8le state
ment is a false statement. But the contrary of a 
profound truth may be another profound 
truth.' 

My defence is therefore the fulfilment of 
my duty towarm the truth ~ of 
succas or failure; in any other respect it is 
completely meaningn. According to 
Koestler. one must rcss evil even when it is a 
hope~ tmk. In other words, my innocence is 
10 evident tha1 the indictment can stand only if 
there is a complete disregard for the truth. 
Accordingly, I am reiterating the truth from a 
sense of duty and without hope. 

Why. then, am I on b'ial'? 
When we come to &W:sS and explain the 

situation in our ll0Cicty there are differences 

between me and those who 81 the moment 
~nt the official point d view and its 
implementation, an implementation which, a~ 
is shown by ~ trial, pra;cribcs and forcibly 
suppresses any such differences. Only one 
point d view is permitted - to jail with any
one else's! That, or something like it, is what 
Tomski said. 

But a ban on differing point<; of view means 
the death of freedom bccau.,;e the right . that 

• freedom guarantees is always the right to 
differ; the right championed in the famous, 
albeit hackneyed, saying of Voltaire: 'I dis
approve of what you say; but I will defend to 
the death your right to say it.' Then there arc 
the less famous, but forceful and equally 
brilliant, words of Ra.a Luxemburg: 'Free
dom only for the adherent<; of the authorities, 
for the members d one party. however 
numerous they may be, i.'i not freedom. 
Freedom is only freedom to think differently. 
Not because of any fanatical devotion to 
"justice~. but bccau.,;e it is the very pith and 
marrow c:I all that is edifying and worthwhile, 
all that is health-giving in political freedom; 
and the benefits of that freedom arc nullified if 
'"freedom" becomes a privilege.' 

Nothing is changed by proclaiming every 
heterodox opinion a danger to the community. 
This docs not safeguard freedom, but tr.tn¥ 
forms it into duplicity and indifference, which 
in tum substitute calumny and acrimony for 
argument. To reduce freedom to the freedom 
of confonnist( is tantamount to imposing a 
monologue by decree - a naked, noi'iCSOme 
monster whose sole talking partner is its own 
echo; thi~ mean~ an end to the difference 
bctwccn freedom and tynmny. There is 
danger only in an opinion which stifles other 
opinions. . 

Lenin once complained: 'In our movement 
there is les.'i and less dreaming.' In other words, 
he was worrying about that exalted, but 
already threatened, gcnerc11or of progress of 
which freedom i'i a prerequisite. With Stalin 
tha1 worry disappeared; but for the cu.'itodians 
d freedom it increased . .. and so there was 
~ and less progress and incrca.'iing tre
pidation, ~ the situation led to the rearing of 
poticcmcn, not dreamers. The upshot was to 
be what today we caD Stalini'ilTl, the mail effic
ient fonn d struggling for Utopia by deva
&taling man. 

At this trial, then, freedom is in question. I 
am accusccl d abu.'iing it in my lltatemcnt'i to 
foreign journalists, statement~ concerned with 



three subjects: 
the civil rights of the individual; 
the rights of the lllllionalaics; 
relations between the variou.~ nationalities. 
The indictment alleges: "The activities d the 
accused arc an integral part d a campaign by 
reactionary forces in the world. including 
those forces which arc trying to drag the non
aligned SociaJig Federal Republic of Yugo
slavia into their bloc for the purpo6C of de
stabilising the unity d the peoples and 
nationalities of the SFRY and inciting all the 
destructive clement.\ in the country, with the 
aim of creating conditions in the SFR Y for the 
0\/Cnhrow of the dcmoq'atic self-managing 
socialist system or d establishing a buruu
cratic non-self-managing system. Individuals in 
the country who engage in the kind of activ
ities which have incriminated VJado Gotowc 
arc nothing but mcgaphoncs for reactionary 
rorces in the world, being virtwdly their 
rcprcsentati\lCS in our country.' 

AD my adion.\ and opinion.\ arc repre.,cm
ed as the work of a servant ex reactionary 
circles abroad. work carried out as an item on 
their agenda. As for my awn work - twenty 

Freedom in question Yugoslavia 
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published books - it just docs not cut; or at 
least it is not considered relevant to my state- • 
ment., it ha\ no conceivable connection. At 
best. I am a split man - one half a writer, the 
other a hin:ling of international reaction. 

The indictment is in no sense a psyc~ 
logical argument. It merely duplicates. in the 
tritest ..pc&iblc Wily and with all the attendant 
trivialities. that diabolical vehemence that used 
to gather momentum at political trilm. feeding 
on the humiliation and intellectual and moral 
degradation of its v~; the old familiar 
vehemence which turned writers into 
Japanese 51>ics, Gestapo agent., hirelings of 
the British intelligence service. and &0 on; ll 
vehemence • seeking no innovations, just 
victim~ ... 

The groundwork for my standpoint WIL~ laid 
in my book Prindp Djda. written in 195~5 

. and publMcd in 1966; while my critical 
journal V S~. CO\ICl'q the period 
1965-8 and published au book in 1970, repre
sents it.\ prllctical application in diary form. 

Only Ill this level can my intcr.iew be 
examined. understood. and seen in correct 
perspecliYc. The indictment. which docs not 

lake cognisance ex lhc entirety of the opiniom 
which arc the subject cL its charges. can only 
be amwen:d in the whole context. The 
question whc:thcr the answer is in fact a 
defence (particularty an effective one) ia 
meaningless. 

•-rllbeilll,iml 
For me the indivitiual ha~ a value above all 
othm ... H~ fingerprint~ arc on the face of 
Time. Hence, the. only free society i.~ that in 
which the individual is free, fulfilling his irre
placeable role as partner to every other iJTc
placcablc role. The freedom of the individual 
exss as a nonn fa- every other freedom. 

This equality d individual~ i.~ an absolute 
precondition for justice, because only ju.'iticc 
can guarantee, to the limit.\ of the fca.\iblc, the 
living conditions for freedom. Thu.\, inevi
tably, from the viewpoint of my own con
victions, _ju.gice and freedom arc united as the 
ind~nsablc foundations of man's world. 
Conditions in our 90Cicty depend entirely on 
conditions in the foundations. The greater the 
cmtancc from the actual moment as a prcrc
qumtc for creative activity, the farther the indi
vidual, true to his uniquencs.s, is from every
day life, the a mutual understanding there is 
in the worid, the a hannony, and the 1cs.s 
coopcra1ion, justice and freedom. 

All of this is, of course. diametrically 
opposed to the point of view which, among 
Bolsheviks for instance, is cJtpres.~ by the 
adagc:'Whcn a tree is felled, the chips fly'. This 
disregard for the individual 1tnd hi\ circum
stances. a fatalQic disrcg-ctrd as far&\ the man 
in the street is concerned but sheer cynicism 
among Stalinisu. this lack of concern for indi
viduals, I sec IL'i hcrdlding the new deluge, 
which today is called totalitarianism. 
Contempt for the individual inevitably lead~ to 
contempt for the whole community, to whole
sale nihilism. Today we arc faced with the 
terrible paradoJt of every tyrllnny: while pro
claiming the individual absolutely insignifi
cant. and speaking with contempt about his 
helplcs.sn5 and impotence, it then goes on to 
persecute him mcrcilcs.'ily and to suppress 
cvcy aspect of his uniqucnes.,; and in'eplacc
ability. The destruction of the individual always 
ends in gener.tl terror. with everyone be
coming quite un!;(;rupulous, living in constant 
fear of his neighbour - the psychological 
shamcfulneso; of totalitariani~. Stalin ended 
up with no adversaries. not even insignificant 
and impotent ones. He began by murdering 
the leaders of the revolution and ended by 
destroying even tho;e who knew, understood, 
and could do - prcci.<;ely nothing . 

Anyone who stimulates the uniquenes.,; of 
the individual is aL<;o !itimulating diversity -
which is the usual way in which man's hi.~ori
cal world is built. It is the only way it can be 
made viable, regard~ of the co;t ; and it is 
ravasecf by every attempt to substitute uni
formity for diversity ... 

(±) The temperatures during winter there are below freezing on the average, 
but frequently fall below 0°F. The permanent humidity makes the suffering 
and mortality even worse. 



Yugoslavia Freedom in question 
"11■ pm is amned fl God' 
In the indictment I appear to have an exist
ence only insofar a-; I am guilty of criminal acts 
- a convenient phantom for the court The 
prosccution has made no attempt to discover 
why it ~ that I came to talk to foreign 
joumali'its. or to phr.ne the matter in the idiom 
cl the prosecution: why wa.,; I, of all people, 
chosen for this tasJc by reactionary circles 
abroad'? 

The prosecution docs not ·as1c um question, 
bc:cmR it docs not wwi to hear the amwer, an 
answer that must include an account of aD that 
has happened to me since January 1972, when 
at S a.m. my flat was searched as the first step 
towards my trial and a four-year sentence in 
Slara ~ right up to the present six-year 
ostracMI. 

I was taken before the court on a brief 
which declared that the trial wa,; to be only 
due ~- The rcsuh, however, was very 
simple: 
I One must not rely on the law, like a drunlcen 
man leaning again.,t the fence. e 
2 They invoke the Constitution, while they 
have placed themselves outside the Con.uu
tion. 
3 When the Party has already condemned 
11011lCOOC, v.bat evidence of tm guilt do the 
courts require? 
In accordance with the court's decision I wa,; 

sentenced to four years rigorous detention 
under article 100 of the penal code. The 
sentence wa.,; ellplained on the grounds that in 
my case it wa,; a typical dialectical tl"lllWtion 
from quality to quantity: in other words, I had 
written so much that my words had become 
counter-revolutional)' activity! 

In short, it wa,; an old-established trial, like 
the present one, with no innovations: every
thing in it had been said countless times in 
countless places. And it doesn't matter what 
the names of the accused arc - Mandelstam, 
Havel, or Gotovac . . . 

Stara Gradiska - that wa,; quite a new 
c,q,cricnce for me. 

The first words I heard here were: 'Fuck 
your bitch of a mother, and that goes for thOlie 
who let you live. You ought to have had a 
bullet in the forehead, not come here for ll'\ to 
look after.' That wa,; my greeting at the prison 
OO<n from Jovo Vujic, the Chief (that is how 
prisoners have to addres.,; warders), a broad
shouldered • man with a mOLL'ilache - and a 
powerful punch, a,; I wc1s soon to discover ... 

I entered a real kingdom of danknes.<i 'Mtich 
made its incursion,; everywhere; on all sides 
there wa,; rust and mildew and a suffocating 
miasma. Then there were the evening horrors 
and the nightly attacks of rheumatism - and 
ever-present filth, stench, and putrefaction; 
everything an endless chain of thing; being 
churned into garbage, things rotting away 
before one couJd even get a glimpse of them. 

The 'cell,; in Stara Grcldlika arc not heated 
in the winter. The corridors arc open, enclosed 

... 

only with bars. Only the 'rcsidenL~ room' has 
heating- from a small stove. We go inside in 
shifts: one group enters, another leaves. There 
arc three to four hundred of ll'\ in the wing and 
at mosl one hundred in this room at any one 
time. We take tum,; to warm ourselves and 
freeze; in the 'resident, room' we doze, stupe
fied by the warm and stinking atmosphere; in 
the CO!Tidor we whisper among ourselves and 
shivc~ a,; we shuffie along. Above the roof 
drifts a steady stream of white wispy neeces of 
steam pouring out along the collection of pipes 
that feeds steam to the boilers in the 
compound containing the living quarters of 
the pruon staff. It is their firm conviction that 
it is better for the steam to be lost in the at
mosphere than be 11,;cd to warm 'crooks·. as 
they normally refer to the prisoners. Hence 
the steam~ earned away outo;i<:le the pri'i<.m 
buildings. ~ 

Somewhere in the Bible it says: 'It is tenible 
to fall into the hands of the living God." In 
Stara Grad~ka one learns how tenible it is to 
fall into the hand, of humanists. And not only 
because of the steam; for pri.c;oners often get 
beaten up or put into solitary confinement: 
and every time there is something different in 
store - but always bad or even worse than 
before. 

In my cell there were 32 of 11, - murderers, 
housebreakers. swindlers. a man sentenced for 
terrorism, and myself, nearly all serving long 
sentences. For the most part they were 
brutish, cruel crafty men. prepared to do any
thing to improve their lot. The pri.c;on staff are 
aware of this and exploit it: they make skilful 
use of promi.,;es, privileges, and work places. 
demanding in return 'cooperc1tion" -first and 
foremost denunciatioo .and provocation of 
political prisoners. ThLLo; Djuro Kopic. serving 
a sentence for murder. had a knife made. with 
the intention of killing me one night; and he 
was convinced that he would not be puni.,;hed. 
His scheme miscarried; but he wa, rewarded 
for hi, initiative with a job in the prison 
surgery. 

Political prisoners in Stara Gn!di.~ka are 
billeted not only with murderers. pickpockeL~. 
housebreakers. and sexual deviant,, but also 
with men sentenced to aire and medical treaJ
menr - disturbed alcoholics. insane people, 
mental deficient,;. and men almost completely 
ravaged by syphilis. This tenifying motley 
crew is handled in a completely arbitrc1ry and 
thoughtles., manner. At any moment anything 
is pos.,ible. For in,;tance: Drc1Zen Budisa wa,; 
given one month"s solitary merely for lending 
another prisoner a French-Croaiian diction
al)'. Someone informed my education officer, 
Djordje Mamula. that I wa, writing some
thing. One afternoon he came to our cell and 
ordered a search. shouting : 'Confiscate and 
bum every scrc1p of writing you find. except 
letters.' And Chief Milckvic said: 'I am God 
to you. No one can come to your rescue." 

No books from out,idc arc allowed in Starc1 

Gradtka. no publi'ihed material; and nothing 
may be written except letters. 

Almost ever)" day some pri.c;oner would 
swallow a spoon or a piece of wire. or stick a 
knife into his stomach, taking care not to 
injure the intestines - not !;Omething that 
everyone can manage! Sometimes someone 
would cut off a lum.r. of hi., nesh. All this to get 
out of Stara GrcidL~a. at least for a while: to 
escape from hunger, bea~. the cold and 
damp, the solitary confinement; just for a 
breathing spell in hospital. 

Sometimes in the afternoon, the duty 
education officer and Chiefs would organi.,;e 
boxing matches between insane prisoners. The 
winner received a prize of cigarettes. The 
wretched fighters would hammer away at each 
other awkwardly and crnzily. but with 
merciless tenacity. These humiliating ex
hibitions rc1ised storms of laughter and cynical 
cheers. On these occasions I wa~ particularly 
saddened by the fate of Slavko Raj.c;. a childish 
youth from the out,kirts of Karlovac who wa~ 
in prison because of his unpredictable 
behavjour during unpredictable lits. I man
aged to befriend him by giving him paper and 
paint,. a, he enjoyed painting. When I wa~ 
relea,;cd. a whole collection of his water 
colours and drnwings wa, taken from me. I 
managed to get awdy with one moving 
memento of him and Starn Grddis'ka. a 
drawing on which he had written a dedication 
to me: 'This place i, accursed of God .a la'iting 
keepsake from your good and faithful com
rdde and friend. Slavko Raj.,." 

In Stara Grc1di!ika everyone feels 
abandoned. The arbitrnry severity of the staff 
is so much in evidence: and what may happen 
at any moment is so unpredictable. All official 
visit, and inspections take place in our 
absence: and any complaints are answered by 
confronting the prisom;r with the prison staff. 
so that the result is w,ually a beating and soli
tary confinement. Hence the insane live in 
fear, hence Rajs is afflicted with constant 
apprehension ... I wa,; not beaten in pri<;<.m; 
but that does not diminish my human duty to 
reiterate: the prison in Stara Grddlka should 
be demolished. , 

According to:the prosecution. I have freely 
enjoyed my 'Constitutional Right<. my 'basic 
human rights Jnd freedom·. both at mv trial 
and since. up to the present day .. . But· there 
i<; a difference between those rights and the 
state of affairs a,; ellpressed in all my inter
views: and beca11,;e that di/Terence does exist. 
in the shape of my concrete, personal 
dramatic experience, and has been embodied 
in my thinking, I am explaining it and seeking 
a dec~on that will eliminate it, or at least 
reduce it to negligible proportions, for every
~ne ·s sake; and that is why foreign journalists 
have been interviewing me .. . 

Tnmlated fram the Croatian by Dorian 
C,ooke . 

The infamous order given by the late dictator Tito to Yugoslav courts to 
be even more draconian during the 1972 purges in Croatia of which Mr. 
Gotovac was one of the countless victims. Just in those purges the number 
of people imprisoned , fired from their professions, made homeless, relative 
to the population of Croatia, would be 1,100,000 Americans.Yet the "free 
world" hardly even whispered. 



YOUR TURN 
For speaking his opinion, 
my husband is behind the 
bars of a Yugoslav prison 

By Bozena Veselica 

A
s the wife of Dr. Marko 
Veselica, a state prisoner in 
Yugoslavia, I have decided to 
address myself to you and ask for 

help. 
On Sept. 9, 1981, my husband was 

sentenced to 11 years' imprisonment, al
though his only sin was that he declared 
his opinion. This is his second punishment. 
He was sentenced for the first time in 1972, 
to seven years of severe imprisonment, and 
served six years of his sentence in the Stara 
Gradiska prison. (This prison has been on 
the list for abolishment for years because it 
doesn't meet the minimal living condi
tions.) 

After he had completed his studies at 
the Faculty of Economics in Zagreb, 
Crqatia, in 1960, my husband became an 
assistant lecturer at the Department of 
Political Economy. In 1967, he obtained his 
doctorate in economics and was lecturing 
at the university until 1972, when he was 
arrested. 

My husband was not only engaged in 
scientific research but was also prominent 
in the social and political life of the 
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country. He became a member of the 
League of Communists when he was 18 and 
was a prominent leader of the Student 
Union and the member of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Youth League in 
Croatia. In 1968, he became the secretary of 
the Faculty League of Communists, and in 
1969 became a delegate to the Social and 
Political Chamber of the Federal Assembly 
in Belgrade. He was concerned with the 
problems of economic and social develop
ment in Yugoslavia and participated in 
conferences and discussion on basic social 
and economic problems. 

In 1964, he became a member of the 
Confederation of Trade Unions' Commis
sion for Education and Culture, and after a 
period· of time he was elected president of 
the Commission for Social and Economic 
Relations. 

As the result of his work in the trade 
union, he was elected delegate to the 
Second Congress of Self-Managing Work
ers. 

In 1972, he was excluded from the 
highest body of the trade unions without 
any democratic dialogue, suspended from 
the faculty and, in spite of his immunity as 
a people's deputy, was arrested on Jan. 11, 
because all -the work that my husband had 
been legally performing on various politi
cal bodies was said to be "nationalism and 
counter-revolutionary activity." 

After he had served his sentence under 
horrible conditions in Stara Gradiba 
prison, my husband was employed by a 
small firm in Zagreb at a minimal salary. 
Although he had not spoken in public for 
three years, some politicians kept talking 
about him as if he were a People's Enemy 
No. l. Because of that, we have been living 
under constant pressure. In September 
1980, my husband was interviewed· by a 
journalist from Der Spiegel to say the truth 
about himself and to testify about prosecu
tion and events · of 1971. This interview 
caused many troubles and, on April 24, 
1981, my husband was arrested again. 
Because of horrible conditions in the 
prison and inadequate medical help, he 
had to undergo an operation. 

He was tried from Aug. 31-Sept. 9,.1981. 
My husband is a prisoner of conscience 

because he is charged with declaring his 
belief and opinion, which in no way can be 
any form of violence. He has been fighting 
all his life for development, democracy and 
equality of all the nations as well as against 
violence and injustice, but now he is 
himself their victim. 

The sentence which has been passed on 
him is absurd, unbelievable. It is equal to 
the killing of my husband, because he has 
already served the sentence of six years. 
This horrible punishment has made me 
write to you, because I still believe that 
something can be done to help my 
husband. 

I app~al to all the people of good will 
and ask them for help to influence the 
government in Yugoslavia and to make 
them re-examine and quash, or at least 
mitigate radically, his sentence, which is a 
violation of the rights that the government 
guarantees to all its citizens. I think that 
the best thing will be if individuals, groups 
and institutions address themselves to the 
government of Yugoslavia and the Socialist 
Republic of Croatia. 

Originally my intention was not to 
appeal across the borders of my country, 
but I was forced to do so because in my 
country nobody has will and strength to 
help. I addressed myself to all the leading 
politicians in Yugoslavia while my husband 
was seriously ill in a hospital, but the only 
answer was the 11 years' imprisonment. 

Our belief is that you will support us in 
our efforts. ■ 

TODAY'S CONTRIBUTORS 
DAVID WEBB is a Alexanona , Va .-based 

aerospace writer and consultant . 
PHYLLIS BA TTELLE 1s a columnist for the Hearst 

Newspapers. 
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Review. hosts the PBS talk show " Firing Line " and 
writes a column. 

MAXWELL GLEN and CODY SHEARER 
collaborate 1n writing a column 

B01ENA VESELICA lives ,n Zagreb. the cap,ta! o! 
Croatia, which is now one ot the republics of 
Yugoslavia 



1982 

ELEVEN YEARS IN PRISON FOR AN INTERVIEW 

In August 1980 Dr. Marko Veselica, a leading Croatian economist 
and former deputy in the Yugoslav Federal Parliament, gave an interview 
to West Germany's leading weekly Der Spiegel. This interview was 
subsequently published in a brochure titled The Croatian National 
Question--Yugoslavia's Achilles Heel. In this interview, Dr. Veselica 
described the key problems of today's Yugoslavia. One cannot read 
this interview without being touched by the courage, deep hurnani- Q 8 2 916 C /L 
tarianism and democratic thoughts of this noble man. 

In April 1981 Dr. Veselica was arrested because of this interview. 
The controlled press of Yugoslavia sentenced him even before his 
"trial." In desperate protest Dr, Veselica began a hunger strike. He 
became seriously ill as a result and a series of operations were per
formed on him (stomach, colon). Although Dr. Veselica was very ill, 
his "trial" suddenly began in early September 1981 in order to prevent 
foreign correspondents from attending it. To illustrate the standard 
methods of Yugoslav fascists, let us describe their "evidence of 
guilt." 

The standard method is to provide "evidence" for connections with 
the "fascist remnants abroad." The key witnesses were two 80-year old 
women, one blind and the other an immobile invalid, The secret service 
forced them to cooperate with the threat of losing the apartment in 
which they live together. The chronic and very acute housing shortage 
is a well planned method of oppression--only "good" Croatians are 
entitled to one and only after years of waiting and proving one's 
"goodness . " It is also a method that ensures the negative population 
growth rate of the Croatian nation. However, in court the two 80-year 
old witnesses, Zora Heger and Zdenka Grkovic, recanted and said that 
they had never met Dr. Veselica, much less sent his letters abroad. 

Desperately the police searched for a new "witness." They found 
one in Mrs, Mila Srarn, 69 years old and dying of a double terminal 
cancer . She went to Switzerland several times for medical treatment, 
and this was an opportunity for the police fabrications. The police 
threatened that dying woman with taking away her medicine. In court 
she accused Dr. Veselica and then, tormented with her "admission," 
screamed to the audience that the police interrogated her for seven 
days continuously to enforce this and fell unconscious. 

Dr . Veselica was sentenced to 11 (eleven) years at hard labor 
for his horrible crime--giving an interview. The reactionary Serbian 
clique that rules Yugoslavia silenced one more among tens of thousands 
of innocent Croatian workers, students and intellectuals. Only two 
days later, Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger , the new assistant secretary at 
the u.s. State Department and an old apologist for Serbian reaction
aries, gave his scandalous speech in which he professed his eternal 
love for Yugoslavia's terrorist government. 



Enclosed is a letter that or. Veselica's courageous wife and 
daughters sent to the West. Please help the innocent prisoners of 
conscience in Yugoslavia. Do not ignore; raise your voices. Pressure 
on the Yugoslav fascist government will moderate its terror on its own 
population. At least it is easier to rot and die in abominable 
prisons in Croatia if one is not forgotten. 

Please protest against the terror in Yugoslavia. Join the 
committees for saving Dr. Veselica; help form their branches in your 
community. For information please contact: 

Professor Jozo Vrbic 
p.a. Box 2939 
San Francisco CA 94401 

Father Castimir Majic 
4851 Drexel Boulevard 
Chicago IL 60615 

In Australia: 

Mr. Mario Sime Despoja 
11 Dryanda Drive 
Bellair, SA 5052 

In England: 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Street 
London EC4Y 1AJ 

Mrs. Marija Levie 
2042 N. Hobart Boulevard 
Los Angeles CA 90027 

Professor Mate Mestrovic 
10 Ackerman Road 
Saddle River NY 11103 

In France: 

Professor Mirko Vidovic 
Tour Panoramique 31 
69009 Lyon 

In Germany: 

Hans Peter Rullmann 
Hudtwalckerstrasse 26 
2000 Hamburg 60 

Please help, in spite of the fact that small groups within the 
u.s. media and the State Department try to censor news about the 
fascist terror in Yugoslavia. Supporting fascist Yugoslavia and a 
coverup of its countless monstrous crimes is not in the interest of 
the United States. u.s. taxpayers should not finance the genocide of 
enslaved Croatians in Yugoslavia (i.e., Greater Serbia). 

Please obtain the 1982 report by Amnesty International on prison-
ers of conscience in Yugoslavia: 

Yugoslavia--Prisoners of Conscience 
Amnesty International 
304 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Although far from being complete, the report provides good insight 
into the most repressive regime in Europe. 

or. Veselica's interview can be obtained ($5.00) at: 

Croatian National Congress 
P.O. Box 3088 
Steinway Station 
New York, New York 11103 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Stret 
London EC4Y 1AJ 
United Kingdom 



Other recent information: 

The police state of Yugoslavia disbarred Dr. Veselica's 
attorney for the "audacity" of defending him. 

As is common practice, the police state of Yugoslavia 
increased the sentence of 18-year old student Dobroslav 
Paraga from three to five years. He was sentenced for 
collecting the signatures for a petition for the release 
of political prisoners. His colleague, Ernest Brajder, 
died under torture for the same "offense." Although his 
sentence and the petition itself were totally ignored by 
the u.s. media, the gradual increases of sentences of 
political prisoners is common practice, after the possible 
initial interest of world opinion wanes. 

Please help warn the West German government that Yugoslav 
fascists have started to collect German hostages to 
exchange them for their assassins abroad who were caught 
in West Germany. This is their standard practice. Yugo
slav secret service terrorist Luka Vidmar (lost a leg 
during the bombing of an Austrian museum) and Marina Blaj 
were recently exchanged for an Austrian "spy"--Mr. 
Gerhard Lachuer. Would-be assassin, Svilar, was not long 
ago exchanged for another "spy," German social worker Mr. 
Eberhard de Haan. This brazen practice of taking hos
tages and exchanging them for convicted assassins can be 
particularly illustrated by the fact that Mr. Haan, a 
"spy," was later praised by the same Yugoslav government 
for his social work, as if nothing had happened. Just 
within the last four months 14 political dissidents were 
assassinated abroad (West Germany 9, Belgium 3, France 1, 
Switzerland 1), making the Yugoslav government the most 
dangerous terrorist group. In West Germany there are 
currently three separate trials of assassins or would-be 
assassins who were caught. Americans visiting Yugoslavia 
could also become hostages required for exchange for these 
Yugoslav secret service agents. 

Please demand an immediate congressionaJ. investigation 
into the behavior and motives of Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger. 
His blatant support of the Yugoslav terrorist government 
is becoming an embarrassment for even his staunchest 
supporters at the State Department. He is the remnant 
of the totally bankrupt and immoral policies toward 
Yugoslavia of the Carter Administration. His personal 
support of the terrorist thugs who presently rule 
Yugoslavia is highly unprofessional and is directly 
against the interests of the United States. His pressure 
and manipulation of the u.s. bankers (conference April 
22 and 23) is unprecedented. Because of his active role 
in suppression of information on massive and abominable 
human rights violations in Yugoslavia, Mr. Eagleburger 
should at least be disqualified from participating in 
all government policy issues regarding Yugoslavia. 



YUGOSLAVIA 
For Years Yugoslavia has been falsely presented to tho Amoricun 
public as a benevolent society, enjoying freedom unknown in othor 
Eastern Block countries. Such an image could not ho moro wrong, In 
fact, Serbian dominated Yugoslavia roprosonle ono of tho worst 
dictatorships in the contemporary world, According to tho lntost 
report of Amnesty Internntionnl, Yugoslnvln's rocord on humnt\ 
rights violations has surpnssod lhnt of t.ho Soviet Union, 

DI, MAIKO YIIILICA 
• 11 nan ,oa AN IIITlaYIIW 

OR. MARKO VESEUCA, a noted Croatian e-conom• 
LSl, was born in 1936 near Sinj, Southern Croatia.. His 
father died durina the Sec-ond World War fighting on 
the side 0£ the Tito Partisans. In ha youth, Veselic• 
was a prominent activist in the youth and student 
Ot'R&nizations and a member of t.he Communist party 
for 18 years. He studied economica at the Faculty or 
Economics of the Croatian University at Zagreb, where 
he earned a Ph.D. in 1962. Until December of 1971, 
Veselica was a lecturer at the same Faculty, teaching 
Political ei»DO[I\)' 

At the same time Dr. Marko Veaelica took an active 
part in the political life of Croatia. He had been a 
member of the Pruidum and of the Exec:utive Com
mitee of the Cro8tian Trade Unions and a deputy for a 
~b in the Federal Parliament in Be~de In this 
capacity, Veselica gave his all fighting for real auton
omy of the constituent Yugo1lav republics. for social 
and tt0nom.ic reform& and for laatine chanjes in 
Yu.goslavia. This made Veselica the prime target for 
attack by .. centralistM and "unitanst" fGrCH in Yugot• 
la.,·ia. 

He was one of the first leaders of the "Croatian 
Spring" to be arrested i.n December, 1971, and sentenc:• 
ed. to 7 years of hard labour on trumped-up charges of 
-counterrevolution" and ".separatum" in 1972. Veselica 
v.as releaud from J&il after sis. y-ears following 
worldwide protest.a and the interVention of Amnesty 
International, which campaigned for his rtlea.se and 
made him a .. prisoner of the month" in October, 1977 

His releaae from pnson wu not the~ of Vnelica's 
troubles in Serbian dominated YugOifllavia. The father 
o( three sm.all children, he wu unable to obtain any 
kind of work, while clear threats, cont&Uled i.n the 
public speeches by the highest ranking representativr& 
of the Presidium of the Cena-al Committee of thl' 
League of Communists of Yugo&lavia, wue ainatantly 
aimed at Vnelica 

On April 21, 1981, Dr. Marko VeRlica was rearrest• 
ed. Having DO lea:al protection in a lawless country, 
Veaelica used the only form of protest rt:maining to 
him; the huneer strike. His trial was delayed several 
times becaua of hia failin&' health, due to hia previoua 
imprisonmenL On Augwit 31, 1981, Dr. Marko Veselic• 
wu M!:ntenoed by the Yugoslav authoritie. to ELEVEN 
\ 11) yean priaon term for giving and mterview to a 
West German newa maprine (an equivalent of the 
American Time lll.B&Utne). Tboueh he ia • rt:latively 
young man, it ia feared that becauae of bi.I failing 
health, he will nOt au.rivive another stay i.n the Yugos
lav Gulag. 

The following are 90me exuacu from the interview 
given by Dr. Marko Veaelica to a West German new• 
magazine in Augwit, 1980: 

"I am oppoaed to all violence, even thoua:h I wu 
myself a victim or violence. Violence engenders new 
hat.red and create• the imperative for more violence. 
1'ha tragic chain muat 90mewhere be broken. Violence 
mW1t be rt:nounced ,even aa:aintt th01e who Jive by it. I 
have decided LO be one of those who have ab80lutely 
renounced violence even though aome will aay that 
even by talkina to you of these thin&• J have perpet· 
rated a crime. I have never committed a crime, or do I 
intend LO. I follow the teachinga of the spiritual leadera 
of my people and other people1 of the world, who have 
said that it is better to perish than LO hate, and that 
only goodneu and the hunger for truth and JWltiee can 
purify our hearta and give a true meaning to our 
exiatence. This ia what I can tell you of my reeisfence 
and the ideals that move my people ... 

-rhe Croatia is truly cut into two parta, the Croatia 
in exile, scattered around the earth, and the Croatia 

~~:;d!~b~ho~:'t:~~~';.~\c~la':r~~
0

:h!fer7:~: 
WW. 2, to return to their country, for the heart can 
never be happy in a foreign land. Economic conditio~ 
could be created here for them to return to their 
homeland .. 

--we who did ao much in order to atop the century old 
Croatian exodus; we who worked 90 hard to ensure that 
no Croat should be compelled to leave hia homeland; we 
who did our beat to facilitate the return of as many of 
our people as poeaible hick to our country - we were 
accused of being chauvinist and separatiata, even 
enemies of our people for whom we ao unaelfiahly gave 
50 much. For our desire to prepare the if"()und work for 
an economic, paychologicalandpolitical life acceptable 
to all Croats abroad and at home, we were even 
imprisoned." 

Dr. FRANJO TUDJMAN, Croatian hiatorian and 
writer was born in Veliko Trgovisee in Zagorje, 
Croati~'s northern moat province, in 1922 During the 
war, he Joined the Tito Parti~ns. Arter the war, ~e 
graduated from the higher nuhtary academy, and m 
1961, he left I.he army with the rank or major-~eneral 
From J 961 to 1967 he was director of the Institute for 
party history in Croatia, which was attach to the 
Central Committee of Croa.tia. At the aame time he 
held a number of aenior political funcuorui. 

After h11 appointment as dirccttlr of the party hiatory 
mititutc he devoted himaeH enurely to 1cholarly work. 
In 1963.' he waa appointed profes&0r of his~ory ~ the 
political acicncti Cuculty of the Croauan Un1vers1ty ~t 
Zugreb. Two yeara la1cr, he o~t.amed a doctor_ate for his 
work "The Cauaca of the Cruna or Monart:hiat Yugo&• 
lavia from the Uni!1cution in 1918 to the Collapee in 
1941 •• 

He has pubhahcd a numbtr of work• dealing with 
military mottera ond the h11tory or PUJ'tl8.tln wura, 
philosophyofhistory,moch,rnhlatoryandmternat1onal 
relations His mtun works ure "War 1&gumat War'' 
t 1957 ,, 'The Formation or Social11t Yugoelavla" (1960), 
"Occupauon and Revolu1ion" tl964 l, ''Thr Yug01lav 
Commiuee and the Formauon of the State of Southern 
Slavs'" {1966, and 'Big Ideas and Sm.all Nationa~ 

DI, PUIUO TUDJMAN 
• i nan POii ..,... ... 

NIITOIIICAL ,am 
(1969). His latest book "Nationaliam in Contemporary 
Europe" bu juat been published by Columbia Univerai
t)' Pr'ff8 in New York. 

Soon aft.er Tito's condemnation of the Creation party 
leaderahip in Karadjordjevo on December l , 1971, Dr. 
Franjo Tudjman was arreated, He wu 11Cntenced on 
October 12, 1972, to two years impri10nmcnt. After 
nine months in plUOn, he waa releued. Then, ten yean 
later, on February 20, 1981, he wu aentenced for the 
same conviction. The court rejected hia defenae and 
sentenoed him to thrtt yean imprisonment. 

The following is an extract from hia deferuc m the 
coun: "In 1965 the support.era of the hegemonic and 
centralist ideu proposed that the principal 80lemn 
celebration of the 251.h annivenary of the commence• 
ment of the Nationa1 Liberation Struule and of the 
revolution in YUKQalavia (due in 1966) should be held in 
Ja.senovac, since at least 700,000 and possibly as many 
as 900,000 people had bttn killed in that camp. Thia 
was because the party orficials in question wanted to 
use this ceremony to their own advantage in order to 
strengthen their position. A plan was drawn up to have 
the number of the people who periahed there engraved 
on a monument and to have A.Jeka.andar Rank.ovic &a 
the main a peak er. I mr-eH oppoied thia, and used as 
evidence statiatical data about the war victims between 
1941-1945 (which was still unpubliahed at the time and 
even today has not yet been made public). At that time I 

=t:n~~:d ~:ri:~;~aof ~: :u::~:f~c~t!,e w~~:h 
was horrible enough as it stood. 

"My araument carried the weiaht of evidence sub• 
stantiatl'd by irrefutable data and by my official duties 
and function. At that time I held the followina 
posiuona: Director of the Inatitute for hi1tory of the 
labour movement in Croatia; Professor of the socialist 
rtvolution and of the contemporary national history at 
the Faculty of political science; member of the leologic• 
al Commiuion of the Central Committee of the League 
of Communiata of Croatia; member or the Hiatorical 
collllIUUion of CK SKH and member of the Central 
Committee of the league of Combatanta of Croatia, 
member of the Coordination committee for the hi1tory 
of the Labour movement in Yug1>1lavia; President of 
the Commi111ion fo r International relation. of the 
Central Committee and member of the Executive Com• 
m.ittee of the Socialist League of Croatia; member of 
the Executive Committee or the Centre for EauifMtl 
of Croatian ori,:in (Matia laeljenika), member of the 
Parliament of the Socialist Republic of Croatia and 
Preaident of the Committee fo r Academic work of the 
Cultural and Educationa1 Council. 

.. However, one of the moet reaponeible political fi. 
gure1 in Croatia told me officially: "With regard to 
Jaaenovac and the war victima you ore right , but beer it 
in mind that relations are auch that the Central 
Committee of the Croatian League of Communi1t1 
e&nnot auppon you publicly. The aubject ia politically 90 
aenaitive,that ifwedragitintoopen wewouldprovoke 
difficultiea for comarade Tito, and we muat not do that, 
beceuae he i1 faced with enough problems u it iii" 

"J replied, that one should atrive conaiatently to 
maintain the truth preciaely in order to chafl8e things 
which do not pennit it, and funhennore, that »uch 
political ueeuments cannot influence me in my work 
aa a hiatonan, because they are contrary to my conaci• 
ence as a peraon and my oonvltiona u a hiatorian. 

"ln order to demonatrate the total abaurdity of the 
allegations that 700-800,000 people were killed in the 
concentration camp or Jaaenovac alone, I pointed to the 
officials concerned that thia would mean that every 

:w:~:ro~1f:;~~ i;e:~::
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every 8.Ul&le hour. ln addition - and thia ia without 
doubt of far greater importance - I put forward the 
estimate that probably the total number or victima who 
perished in the Second World War in the whole or 
Yugoslavia (i.e. taking into account the entire popula
tion on all aides involved in hoatilit1e.) - doea not 
exceed thia figure! That is to 1ay that where correct 
atatistical data obout the _war victima ia lacking or not 
yet available, demographic l0Me1 are calculated u,ing 
seient1hc method5 baaed on demoifaphie stati1tica. 

~Applying two of the three best-known method,, the 
total demographic losses in Yugoalavia dunng the 
Second World War can amount at the most to circa 2, 18 
million people (or considerably leu according to the 
third method). Of this figure 450.000 ia accounted for 
by the fall in the birth-rate, 500,000 by the emigration 
of the Gennan national minority, about 200.000by the 
emigrated Italian, Hungarian and Turkish minioritiq 
circa 260.000 appliee to the emigre population, leaving 
a tot.a.I of 700-800.00 people unaccounted for and 
regarded ,u war eo.aualtiea. (Thia figure is not insignif
icant, when one recalls that far larger countriea •uf
fered conaidcrably smaller loue1, e g. Great Britain 
388.000, Italy 410.000, France 600.000), 

"If one continuoualy reiterotet and exaggerates to an 

~:r= t1~:~~::t~~e~r°b:!:ti~t:i~ate~t°i! 
loae sight not only of the fact that the hiat.orical geneiia 
of the Uat.a.Sha movement lay in the hegemoniatic 
tyranny imposed on the Croat nation under the Yuiios
la,• monarchy, and particularly in the usassination of 
the Croatian leadership, beaded by Stjepan Radie in the 
Belgrade Parliament, and that the Cbetniclt forcq 
represented no leu a danger to I.he Croat population in 
wartime, than di~ _the Ua~ha forcea to the Serbs, but 
aleo on such fala1f1ed prem1ases one 11 not in a poaition 
to (onnulate reoliatic preconditiona for the ~annoniua 
eo-exiatence of Croata ans Serbs in lhe aoc1aliat corn. 
munity 

"People who lll"C not brave enough to face up to 
hiatorical truth will try to run oway from truth in the 
preatmt aa well . ln addition one 1hould remember that 
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GULAG 
For tho lust 36 Yoora, human and national rights have been 
conHtnntly vlo lntod ospoolully In tho Socialist Republic of Croatian, 
whoro ovon nntlonol Identity Is conaldcrcd a crime and very of ten 
Jll'OflM11t ocl nn suoh, 
'l'ho following nro somo rnndom cxumploH of Huch prosecutions which 
froquontly hn vo fntnl consoquoncos, tho moat recent of them being a 
young Crontinn J ewish lntolloctunl , ErncHt Brujdcr /31), 

PIOf, VLADO GOTOVAC 
1 2 YIAlll ,oa A Lina 

PROF. VI.ADO GOTOVAC, a Croatian philOBpher 
and writer, con.idered by many the most intelliiient 
man to appear in the postwar Croatia, was born in 
1930, in lmot.aki, Southern Croatia. M a prtlliferous 
writer he hu publiahed aome 20 volumes or poetry, 
philoaophy, and literary criticism. Prof. Gotovae has 
already aerved four yeara tn the infamous pnaon of 
Stara Gradi1ka for his partitipation in the "Croatian 
Spring" movement in 1971. At that time he was accuaed 
of "counterrevolution" for being the chief editor of the 
prestigious Croatian Weekly. 

Ten yea.rs later, on June 5, 1981, Got0vac was 
sentenced again. This time he was ginn two yean of 
impri90runent. Besides, after hi• pri80n tenn expirea, 
he wi ll not be allowed to publish anything or to apeak in 
the public for four yean. Why? 

Be<:auae he gave an interview to a Swedish TV 
reporter in 1977, and apoke to some West Europian 
journalista. He was sentenced even for an interview 
given to a French radio station , " France-Inter• 
nationale," which was confiscated by Udba (Yua-01lav 
secret police) in Z.O.greb and, therefore, never emitted at 
the French radio. 

In a letter to the President of the Parliament of the 
Socialist Republic of Croatia Gotovoc wrote: ''To accuae 
whomever you wont, whenever you want and fo r 
whatever you want - that ia one or the traditional 
privileges or the arbitrary power ... You a.re accuaing 
careleuly, bec:auae you think that thecourt-outofitl 
duty toward your privilege& - must prove whatever 
you aay." 

Finally, h~ wu sentenced, as he put it talkinir of his 
firat impriaonment, "simply becauae J believed that the 
vital itau~11 affecting my homeland Croatia m\llt be 
deltwith." 

In thia context it ia of interest to mention that 
Belgrade'• aovernment wines and dines foreirn correa
pondenta who are "well behaved" and throws out all 
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DOIIOILA V PAIAGA 
• 3 YIAIII POR COWfflNO 

IIGNATUUI PORA PITlffON 
DOBROSLAV PA.RAGA, a law atudent, wu born in 

1960, in Za,reb Capital of Croatia. He was arreated on 
November 21, 1980, and sentenced on May 20, 1981, to 
three yea.rt impriBOnment for collecting sianatures for 
a petition demanding the releaae or all political priaon
ers in Yugoslavia. 

Paraga'a friend, ERNEST DRAJDER, a Croatian 
J ewiah intellectual , born in Zagrob in 1949, collected 
the aame 1ignatures with Dobroalav Paraga and wa..s 
killed by Ubda on November 27, 1980, alter three do.ya 
of a continuous torture. 

Emeat Braider was murdered by Serbian Dominated 
Ubda, but youfl8er and phiaically stronger Paraga 
survived the extreme torture. His trial was twice 
poatponed because of his phyaical condition. When the 
trial hnAlly took the place, Paraga had the courage to 
talk about the torture; about what Ubda did to him, to 
his younger brother Domagoj, and to bia friend Ernest 
Brajder. 

The following is the Petition sent to the Yugoelav 
central government in Belgrade on November 14, 1980. 
The Petition, aa Pa.raga explain~ it at hia trial, was 
ba6ed on a similar Communi1t Petition from 1936, and 
was signed by 43 ~roatian academics, univel"lity, pro• 
{e11&or1, arti1t1, wntera, generala, biahope and lawyera, 
all of whom are now 1ubject to daily harraaament and 

pero~· PRESIDENCY OF THE SOCIALIST 

PED~:JIATIVE l<F.J>Ulll,IC OP YUOOffLAVIA -
BELORADE 

PETITION DY CJITIZY.NH (JY THY, HOCIAUEJT Rf.,. 
PUBLIC OP CROATIA . YOrtHUBMIBBlOJITOTIIE 
ASSEMBLY OY TJJE BQCIAL18T Y>:DEl<ATJVY, RE
PUBLIC OF YUOOSJ.AVIA OYA nnAF'T I.AW ON 
AMNESTY UNDER ARTJCl,E J67 AND RP.I.ATIUQ 
TO ARTICLE 314 OF TJJE CON8TlTIJTlfJN fJP THE 
SOCIALIST FEDERATIVE REPUBLIC OP 'fUOOfl. 
LAVIA 
I. 
We think that th,e decialon LO puaalawonantnfft.J for 
all political offend.era would create solid foundation. li,r 
an atmosphere of mutual t.ru,t and dtalojUe ln the 
general interett of the whole aociety. With this in view, 
we offer below a dralt law on amnesty. 
ll. LAW ON AMNESTY 
Article 1 
An amnesty ia granted to all pent0n11 who had until the 
day of eomina into force of thia law aimmitted uiminal 
acla of a political nature. 
Article 2 
I£ cmninal proceeding• have not yet started aiainat a 
pent0n to whom thia amneaty applies under article l. of 
thia law, they ahall not atart at all; if criminal prooeed• 
ings are already in train, they shall atop. U a peraon to 
whom this law appliN ia alrHdy &etenced, theaentenc.e 
ahall be qUAahed; if the aerving of the sentence has 
already atarted, it ahall atop forthwith. 
Article 3 
Thia amneaty applies also to restrictions on public 
appearance imp011ed for security reasons and to legal 
conaequences of any aentence p,as&ed by the courts. 

IIV, JOZO ZOVKO 
1 3\IJYUH,oaAlaMON 

IL PABOCO AIIIIIITATO 

Rev. JOZO ZOVKO, a 35 year3 old pariah pnest in 
Medjua-orje, Croatian province of Herzei()vina, was 
sentenoed on October 22, 1981, to three and a half yean 
or hard labour. Hu indictment charged him with hia 
1e.nnon delivered on July 11, 1981. Accordina LO the 
authoritiff, in that sermon Fr. :ZOvJr.o, by the way of 
rt:fering to the Holy Scriptures, spoke about 40 year3 of 
alavery, but actually thought about the C<lmmuniat 
revolution ... 

Fr. :ZOvko is not an exception. On November 11 1981 
~v. Ferdo Vlasic, a publisher of a reliiioua new9p8.per 
In Duvno, was sentenced to EIGHT years of hard labour 
for publ~ in his newspaper a photoen,ph of a poet, 
Rev. LuctJan Kordlc, who lives in Swttz.erland, while 
the leeretary of the same newspaper, ~v. Jow Kru:ic 
eot ~ive and a half years becaUAe he wu aeen, whe~ 
VU11tmg Toronto, Canada, 1n 1979, in the company of a 
Croatian emi&l"ant. 

Daily ~rsecutions of the Catholic Church in Croatia 
could be 1llu,trated even better by the event. that took 
place between October 7 and 15, 1981, in Makarska, 
Southern Croatia. 

In Vepric, near Maka.rska, a Shrine dedicated to Our 
Lady or Lourdes, which wu built in 1912 was bull• 
doiered and ~~oliahed between October i2, and 15, 
1981. The d_eclBlon to demoliah the Shrine was m,,de by 
the authritie!I on October 7, 1981, and delivered to the 
local prieat and t_he ~ffice of the arclibiahop of Split, the 
second largeat city in Croatia, on October 16, 1981. 

It 11 necHS&ry to add here that thl' Shrine was 
renovt1.ted in the lut few years, in actordance with the 
Yugoelav lawa, and that it wu the siaht of the final 
ceremony of a Eucharistic Congress on September 6 
1981, when it was viaited by more than 100.000 pe,ople

1 

Speaking on the radio Vatican, the archeb1ahop of Split 
D_r. Fra~e Fnnic, stated that he would rather paas ali 
hi• life m a pnaon than have t0 look at such a thing 
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UPDATE 1 

AMERICANS OF CROATIAN ORIGIN AND ALL CONCERNED AND DEMOCRATIC 
AMERICANS 

The terror, oppression and massacres of innocent 
Croatians are again on the increase in Yugoslavia. The 
reactionary and chauvinistic oppressors are conducting a 
policy of systematic genocide of the Croatian nation. Their 
•final solution• is to establish Great Serbia in Yugoslavia. 
The continuous racist and reactionary terror, within a 
framework of fascist dictatorship, is combined with forced 
assimilation, destruction of Croatian cultural institutions, 
forced political and economic emigration of Croatians, 
suppression of the Croatian language and culture. Leading 
Croatian intellectuals are being murdered, imprisoned, 
tortured. Thousands are forbidden to work. The number 
of •suicides• during police interrogation is alarmingly 
high. The number of Croatian political prisoners relative 
to the population is the highest on earth. More than half 
of the Croatian territory was given, as a present, to other 
•republics;• Croatians of Moslem and Orthodox religion 
are even forbidden to call themselves Croatians. 

The savage red-Gestapo of Yugoslavia is mortally afraid 
of truth and is spreading a well organized and financed 
campaign of terror and misinfo rmation, even abroad. More 
than 100 exile-Croatians have been assassinated worldwide 
by the Yugoslav secret service. Blackmail and spying on 
a U.S. citizen of Croatian origin is standard routine. 

The U.S. taxpayer should not support the Yugoslav 
terrorist government anymore. The past U.S. policy toward 
one of the main bases of _international terrorism is unethical 
and not in the interest ~f the U.S. The so-gullible p r ess
media cannot obtain the truth about Yugoslavia from the 
Serbian sources in Belgrade or the official propaganda. 

The documents about the terror in Yugoslavia are now 
available. Most of these documents are from Croatians who 
are leading Communist Party members . After an entire genera
tion of Croatians was slaughtered in 1945 (the so-called 
Bleiburg genocide) for being •enemies of the state,• 
•fascists,• etc., now even Croatians who are leading party 
members are being persecuted. This fact is simple proof that 
in Yugoslavia the entire Croatian nation is brutally oppressed, 
not because of ideology but because of the Serbian policy of 
territorial expansion. 

Please, also send your badly needed contribut i ons. 



1. Dr. M. Veselica: The Croatian National Question 
(English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00 

Dr. Veselica is a leading Croatian economist, high 
ranking party member and university professor. Because 
of this courageous interview for a West German weekly in 
January 1980, Dr. Veselica has been arrested. In a desperate 
protest he went on a hunger strike and was brutally force-fed. 
In September 1981, two days before U.S. Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig visited Yugoslavia, a kangaroo court sentenced 
Dr. Veselica to ELEVEN years in prison--for giving a moderate 
and deeply humanistic interview. Please, read this interview 
and demand a fundamental revision of the U.S. policy and 
attitude toward the terrorist government of Yugoslavia. 
Demand at least moral support for the innocent victims. 

2. Dr. F. Tudman: Croatia on Trial (English, Croatian, 
Gerrnan)--$5.00 

Because of his interview for Swedish television, this 
leading historian, university professor and Tito's partisan
general is now in prison. The booklet contains his defense 
speech during his •trial• in April 1981. The main •offense" 
of Dr. F. Tudman was to scientifically refute the •black 
legends• about civil war in Croatia during World War II. 

3. Letters Against Tyranny (English, Croatian)--$5.00 

Contains several open letters (April 1981) to the 
Yugoslav terrorist government from leading Croatian intel
lectuals. A petition by 43 courageous Croatian intellectuals 
demanding the release of all political prisoners resulted in 
numerous arrests and torture. At least one cosigner, E. 
Brajder, died during torture. 

4. •confession• (English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00 

An authentic document on torture methods in Yugoslavia. 
This innocent victim, engineer V. Markovic, is still in 
prison. 

5. Dr. M. Mestrovic: Violations of Human and National 
Rights of the Croatian People in Yugoslavia (English) 
$5.00 

This is another excellent overview of the tragedy in 
Croatia. It was submitted to the •Helsinki-3" conference 
in Madrid in March 1981. Required reading. 

6. H. Rullmann: Assassinations Commissioned By Belgrade 
(English, 9erman)~-$5.00 

A summary review of more than 100 recent assassinations 
by the Yugoslav secret service of prominent exile-Croatians. 
The list is far from being complete. Since it was published(l980) 
there have been·· eleven more assassinations and nine assassina
tion attempts. Compared to the Yugoslav terror abroad, 
Libya's Khadaffi looks almost innocent. Yet assassinations 
by Yugoslav secret service, even in the u.s., are hardly 
even reported in the media, while the U.S. government broke 
diplomatic relations with Libya. 



7. Dr. I. Supek: Heretic of the Left (Croatian 
only)--$20.00 

A leading Croatian nuclear physicist and humanist on 
the terror in Croatia. 

The above and other documents can be purchased at: 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Street 
London EC4Y lAJ 
United Kingdom 

Croatian National Congress 
P.O. Box 3088 
Steinway Station 
New York, New York 11103 
Telephone: 213/726-8286 

Please, send your financial contribution and give this 
advertisement to other human and peace loving Americans. 
Do not ignore the innocent victoms of terror in Yugoslavia. 
For example, in just three weeks (August 9-August 30, 1981) 
Serbian military courts gave more than 3,000 years in prison 
to approximately 250 Albanians of Kosovo Province. This was 
reported even in Yugoslav newspapers yet ignored in the U.S. 
media. A sample of the sentences: 16 and 17 year old students 
Gani Koci and Bajram Kusumi--15 years in prison for removing 
a picture of late Yugoslav dictator Tito; Ruzdi Hajolini and 
Zijadin Hoxha--15 years for participation in demonstrations; 
Nexhat Terstena and Abdyl Zyrnberi, highschool students--10 
years for participating in demonstrations; their professors 
between three and five years in prison for having such •bad" 
students. Parents of the victims of this terror are forced 
to •aemand• draconic punishment for their children. Of 
course, completely unreported are numerous secret executions 
of Albanians for their uprising against Serbian aggression. 
The Kosovo province is completely sealed and forbidden for 
both foreign and Yugoslav reporters; the elite Yugoslav 
troops, specially trained for combat with the unarmed civil
ians and comprised of Serbian soldiers only, have killed 
more than 4,000 people already. Whole regions were defoliated 
by chemicals to expose people hiding from the terror in woods. 
And this is happening now, in the middle of Europe, not 
Afghanistan, while Deputy Secretary L. Eagleburger makes 
his scandalous statements about the support to the Yugoslav 
Nazi-regime and while Secretary A. Haig visits and confers 
with the henchmen who still have warm blood from their newest 
innocent victims on their hands. 

If you are afraid of the Yugoslav secret service in the 
U.S., use a false name and neighbor's address and a domestic 
money order. 

PS: Enclosed are excerpts from the defense speech, which were 
recently smuggled out of the country, of Professor Vlado 
Gotovac, prominent Croatian poet, writer, journalist and 
former editor of several leading literary magazines. Mr. 
Gotovac is again in the infamous prison Stara Gradiska-
for a horrible crime--interviews with western journalists 
in 1977--three years ago. He was sentenced by •the most 
humane government in the world• and by a government which 
was host to the Helsinki-2 conference and which signed and 
so loudly voiced support of human rights., Help protect 
and save Professor Gotovac and numerous other innocent 
Croatians. 
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Vlado Gotovac 

Freedom in question 

Yltd, Gormac is a tlJtinguish«J Dmroi lll'il6, 
poet tnJ jtunali.st -..ltt, Im not bm, allowtd to 
pllhli.rlr a 'tlO'd since Iris frst tnat in January 
1971. Born in /920, Gotowr had bm, ~ 
t»IJ«tions cfM!P'.11t since /956 tnJ 11Urjor some 
)'tO'S tht ]Mlh/isher tnJ etluJr of a ftll1fm cf fw 
lilerr,y magazines, t1f wdl t1f a radio tnJ 1V 
jolll'nalist. Having aJnody .spmt fa, JlftFS in jail 
following his 1972 trial, he 14W again tneStffi tnJ 
put on trial in Jw,e /~/. trJtm he 11G:r Sffllfflad 
IO 1"" )'tO'S • imprisom,nrt. 

At dti.s trial. held in ZagrdJ bnWlJffl 2 tnJ 4 
Jllftr /~/, V/ado GoiolOC made~ iny,a.s.rioned 
spttd, in /ris 0"'2 defma. in Jiid, he defenda/ 
w fre«hm cf tht intil4dual tnJ grr11t a 
larowing aaDIIII of his irrJ,ri.sonmenJ in Slara 
Grot:lt'k. ~ spttd, is too long to rrprotia 
lwn in ils tntin:ty;for Ul71J'~. GotolClt" dt!aJs at 
I'm/ /mgth 'With tht amp/ia:ud is.rw cf tht 
YUBOSlav naaonalmes; ~ htM txeerpled tht 
ptmilges vJ,jd, dtoJ will, OUT kind cf a:wcml. 

My defence wiD be made up of facts which 
the indictment failed to mention. 

My defence means the exercise of my 
freedom - • the Apcm)c Paul wrote: 'Why is 
my liberty judged of another man's con
scicncer An innocent man dcfe~ hirmclf by 
iterating the truth. That~ all he can do in his 
own defence. When the truth i.-. di.'lrcgardcd by 
the prosecution, whether by accident or 
design, he still has a duty to it. 

But what is truth? 
There is only one amwer. It s the way in 

which Time in the long term, the very basis of 
a society, ~ that society to make judg
ments about itBclf and other societies. One 
human society and one truth - they arc the 
same thing. Hence the validity of Bohr's 
dictum: 'The contrary of an accurate state
ment is a false statement. But the contrary of a 
profound truth may be another pro(oimd 
truth.' 

My defence is therefore the fulfilment of 
my duty towards the truth ~ d 
IUCCCS'i or failure: in any other respect it is 
completely meani~. According to 
Komlcr, one must res~ evil even when it is a 
. hope~ task. In other words, my innocence is 
10 evident that the indictment can stand only if 
there is a complete cmrcgard for the truth. 
Accordingly, I am reiterating the truth from a 
sense of duty and without hope. 

Why, then, am I on trial? 
When wc come to nas and explain the 

situation in our M>Ciety there arc diff'crcnccs 

between me and thmc who al the moment 
represent the official point of view and its 
implementation, an implementation which, a~ 
is shown by ~ trial, proscribes and forcibly 
suppresses any such differences. Only one 
point a view is permitted - to jail with any
one else's! That, or something like it, is what 
Tormki said. 

But a ban on differing poinl'I of view means 
the death of freedom because the right . that 
freedom guarantees is always the right to 
differ; the right championed in the famous, 
albeit hackneyed, saying of Voltaire: 'I dis
approve of what you say; but I will defend to 
the death your right to say it.• Then there arc 
the ~ fam°"'"' but forceful and equally 
brilliant, words of Rosa Luxemburg: 'Free
dom only for the adherent,; of the authorities, 
for the members a one pany, however 
numerous they may be, i.-. not freedom. 
Freedom is only freedom to think differently. 
Not because of any fanatical devotion to 
"justice", but because it is the very pith and 
marrow a all that is edifying and wonhwhile, 
all thal is hcahh-giving in political freedom; 
and the benefits of that freedom arc nullified if 
'"freedom" become.'I a privilege.' 

Nothing is changed by proclaiming every 
heterodox opinion a danger to the community. 
This docs not safeguard freedom, but tran.,;. 

forms it into duplicity and indifference, which 
in tum substitute calumny and acrimony for 
argument. To reduce freedom to the freedom 
of confonnist~ is tantamount to imposing a 
monologue by dccrcc - a naked, noi.,;csome 
monster whose sole talking panner is its own 
echo; thi<i mean<; an end to the difference 
bctwccn freedom and tyrcUJny. There is 
danger only in an opinion which stifles other 
opinions. . 

Lenin once complained: 'In our movement 
there is less and le'" dreaming.' In other words, 
he was wonying about that exalted, but 
already threatened, gcner.uor of progress of 
which freedom i.<; a prcrcqui<;ite. With Stalin 
that worry disappeared; but for the custodians 
d freedom it increased ... and so there w~ 
~ and n progrc!.'; and incrca.'lirlg tre
pidation, u the situation led to the rearing of 
poticcmcn, not dreamers. The upshot "'115 to 
be what today wc call Stalini'lffl, the mail effic
ient form d ltnlggling for Utopia by dcva
ltaling man. 

At this trial, then, freedom is in question. I 
am accw;ed of abu.<iing it in my utemcnl<; to 
foreign joumalist.'1, statemcnl<; concerned with 



three subjects: 
the civil rights cl the individual; 
the rights of the nationalities; 
relations between the variou.'i nationalities. 
The indictment alleges: rrbc ~ of the 
accused are an integral part d a campaign by 
reactionary forces in the world, including 
those forces which are trying to drag the non
aligned Sociali~ Federal Republic cL Yugo
slavia into their bloc for the purpose cl dc
stabili,gng the unity cl the peoples and 
nationalities cl the SFRY and inciting all the 
destructive clcmcnt'i in the country. with the 
aim or creating conditions in the SFR Y for the 
overthrow or the democratic self-managing 
socialist system or cl establishing a burcau
crdtic non-self-managing systcm. lndividual.'i in 
the country who engage in the kind cl activ
ities which h.ivc incriminated Vlado Gotovac 
arc nothing but megaphones for reactionary 
forces in the world, being virtually thcr 
reprcscntativcs in our country.• 

AU my action.'i and opinions arc represent
ed m the work d a scrwnt d reactionary 
circ~ abroad. work carried out • an item on 
their agenda. As for my own work - twenty 
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published book.'i - it jam ~ not cut; or at 
least it s not considered relevant to my state- • 
ment-., it ha.'i no conceiwblc connection. At 
best. I am a split man - one half a writer, the 
other a hireling or international reaction. 

The indictment & in no sense a psycho
logical argument. It merely duplicates, in the 
tritest ..p(miblc way and with aU the attendant 
trivialities. that diabolical vehemence that used 
to gather momentum at political trials. feeding 
on the humiliation and intellectual and moral 
dcgradalion of it.'i victims; the old familiar 
vehemence which turned writers into 
Japanese !ipics, Gestapo agent~ hireling.,; of 
the Briti<ih intelligence service. and so on; 11 

vehemence • seeking no innovations. jam 
victim'i ... 

The groundwork for my standpoint WIL'i laid 
in my book Prindp Djda, written in 1955-65 

. ·and publiw:d in 1966; while my crilical 
journal U Slllllcotw.nom, covering the period 
1965-8 and published a.'i a book in 1970, repre
sents it.'i prdCtical application in diary form. 

Only Ill this level can my inlcr,iew be 
examined. understood. and seen in correct 
pcrspcc:tiYc. The: indic:tmcnt, which ~ not 

&Ike cogn~ ci the entRty of the opinions 
which are the subject cL iu charges. can only 
be 8ffiWCf'Cd in the whole context. The 
question whc:thcr the amwcr & in fact a 
defence (particu)arty an effective one) is 
meaningless. 

ne .- fl die idlilml 
For me the indivitJual ha.~ a value above all 
others . . . H& fmgerprint\ ll1'C on the face of 
Time. Hence. the. only free society i.'i that in 
which the individual & free, fulfilling his m
placcablc role as partner to every other m
placcable role. The freedom of the indiviiual 
exilts as a norm for every other freedom. 

This equality d individual~ i.'i an absolute 
precondition for justice, because only justice 
can guarantee, to the limit'i of the fca.'iiblc, the 
living conditions for freedom. Thus, inevi
tably. from the viewpoint of my own con
victions, ju.'lticc and freedom arc united as the 
ind•nsable foundations of man's world. 
Conditions in our aociety depend entirely on 
conditions in the foundations. The greater the 
distance from the actual moment as a prere
quisite for creative activity. the farther the indi
vidual, true to his uniqueness. is from every
day life, the lea mutual understanding there is 
in the world, the less hannony, and the less 
cooperation, justice and freedom. 

All of this is, of course. diametrically 
oppa;cd to the point of view which, among 
Bolsheviks for instance, is exprcs.'icd by the 
adage:'Whcn a tree is felled, the chips fly'. This 
disregard for the individual and hi.~ circum
stances. a fatalistic disregard a~ far a~ the man 
in the street is concerned but sheer cynicism 
among Stalinists. this l11Ck of concern for indi
viduals.. I sec as her.1Jding the new deluge, 
which today ~ called totalitariani.w. 
Contempt for the individual inevitably lcad.'i to 
contempt for the whole community, to whole
sale nihilism. Today we IU'C faced with the 
terrible paradox of every tyrdnny: while pro
claiming the individual absolutely insignj"i
cant. and speaking with contempt about his 
helplesmess and impotence, it then goes on to 
persecute him mercilcs.,;ly and to ~ 
evcy a.~ of his uniqueness and in'eplace
ability. The destruction of the individual lllways 
end'i in gcnercil terror, with everyone be
coming quite unscrupulou.,;, living in constant 
fear of his neighbour - the psychological 
shamefulnc:.Yi of totalitarianiw. Slalin ended 
up with no adversaries. not even in.'iignificant 
and impotent ones. He began by murdering 
the leaders of the revolution and ended by 
destroying even those who knew, understood, 
and could do - prcci.,;cly nothing . 

Anyone who stimulates the uniqueness of 
the individual is al<;o stimulating diversity -
which & the usual way in which man's histori
cal wortd is built. It is the only way it can be 
made villble, regard~ of the cost; and it is 
ravaged by every attempt to substitute uni
formity for diversity . . . 

Ba 

The temperatures during winter there are below freezing on the average, 
but frequently fall below 0°F. The permanent humidity makes the suffering 
and mortality even worse. 



Yugoslavia Freedom in question 
'111k platt k aund fl God' 
In the indictment I appear to have an cxs
ence only insofar as I am guilty of criminal acts 
- a convenient phantom for the court. The 
prosecution hlL'i made no attempt to discover 
why it ~ that I came to talk to foreign 
journalists, or to phrase the matter in the idiom 
ol the prosecution: why was I, of all people, 
chosen for this tzk by reactionary circles 
abroad'? 

The prosecution docs not 'ask ~ question, 
because it docs not wish to hear the amwer, an 
answer that must include an account of aD that 
hlL'i happened to me since January 1972, when 
at 5 a.m. my flat was searched as the first step 
towards my trial and a four-year sentence in 
Stara Gradaa, right up to the present six-year 
ostracism. 

I was taken before the court on a brief 
which declared that the trial wa,; to be only 
due proccs.'i. The result, however, was very 
simple: 
I One must not rely on the law, like a drunken 
man leaning agaimt the fence. e 
2 They invoke the Constitution, while they 
have placed them.,elvcs outside the Constitu
tion. 
3 When the Party has already condemned 
IOllleOne, what evidence of ~ guilt do the 
couru require? 
In accordance with the court's deci.,;ion I wa,; 
sentenced to four years rigorous detention 
under article 100 of the penal ccxle. The 
sentence wa,; explained on the grounds that in 
my case it wa<; a typical dialectical transition 
from quality to quantity: in other words, I had 
written so much that my words had become 
counter-revolutionary activity! 

In short, it wa,; an okkstablishcd trial, like 
the present one, with no innovations: every
thing in it had been said countless times in 
countlcss places. And it doesn't matter what 
the names of the accLL~ arc - Mandclstam, 
Havel, or Gotovac ... 

Stara Gradiika - that wa<; quite a new 
experience for me. 

The first words I heard here were: 'Fuck 
your bitch of a mother, and that goes for those 
who let you live. You ought to have had a 
bullet in the forehead, not come here for LL<; to 
look after.' That wa,; my greeting at the prison 
doors from Jovo Vujic, the Chief (that is how 
prisoners have to address warders). a broad
shouldered • man with a moLLqache - and a 
powerful punch, a,; I w.ts soon to discover ... 

I entered a real kingdom of dankn~ which 
made its incursion.,; everywhere ; on all sides 
there wa,; nm and mildew and a suffocating 
miasma Then there were the evening horrors 
and the nightly attacks of rheumatism - and 
C\'er-pn:sent fdth, stench, and putrefaction; 
CYCrything an end~ chain of things being 
churned into garbage, things rotting away 
before one could even get a glimpse of them. 

The 'cell,; in Stara Gr.idlka arc not heated 
in the winter. The corridors are open, enclosed 

... 

only with bars. Only the 'resident~ room' has 
heating- from a small stove. We go inside in 
shifts: one group enters, another leaves. There 
are three to four hundred of LL, in the wing and 
at most one hundred in this room at any one 
time. We take tum,; to wMm otirsclves and 
freeze: in the 'resident, room' we doze, stupe
fied by the warm and stinking atmosphere; in 
the corridor we whisper among ourselves and 
shive~ as we shuffie along. Above the roof 
drifts a steady !ilream of white wispy fleeces of 
steam pouring out along the collection of pipes 
that feeds steam to the boilers in the 
compound containing the ~ving quarters of 
the prison staff. It is their firm conviction that 
it is better for the steam to be lost in the at
mosphere than be 11,;ed to warm 'crooks', a, 
they normally refer to the prisoners. Hence 
the steam ...iah_ carried away ouL,;ide the prison 
buildings. ~ 

Somewhere in the Bible it says: 'It is terrible 
to fall into the hands of the living Gcxl.' In 
Stara Gradro..a one learns how terrible it is to 
fall into the hand<; of humanists. And not only 
becau.<;C of the steam; for pri.,;oners often get 
beaten up or put into solitary confinement: 
and every time there is something different in 
store - but always bad or even worse than 
before. 

In my cell there were 32 of LL, - murderers, 
housebreakers, swindlers, a man sentenced for 
terrorism. and my,;elf, nearly all serving long 
sentences. For the most part they were 
brutish, cruel crafty men. prepared to do any
thing to improve their lot. The pri.,;on staff are 
aware of this and exploit it: they make skilful 
use of promi,;es, privileges, and work places. 
demanding in return 'cooper.Ilion' -fir.it and 
foremost denunciation .and provocation of 
political prisoners. ThLL, Djuro Kopic. serving 
a sentence for murder, had a knife made. with 
the intention of killing me one night; and he 
was convinced that he would not be punished. 
His scheme miscarried; but he was rewarded 
for hi, initiative with a job in the prison 
surgery. 

Political prisoners in Stara Grddi~ka are 
billeted not only with murderers, pickpocket,, 
housebreakers. and sexual deviant,;, but also 
with men sentenced to core and medical treat
ment - disturbed alcoholics. inc;ane people, 
mental deficient,, and men almost completely 
ravaged by syphilis. This terrifying motley 
crew is handled in a completely arbitr.try and 
thoughtless manner. At any moment anything 
is possible. For in,tance: Dr.Jen Budii;a wa, 
given one month's solitary merely for lending 
another prnoner a French-Croatian diction
ary. Someone informed my education officer, 

• · Djordje Mamula. that I wa,; writing some
thing. One afternoon he came to our cell and 
ordered a search, shouting : 'Confiscate and 
bum every scr.tp of writing you find. except 
letters.' And Chief Milckvic said: 'I am God 
to you. No one can come to your rescue.· 

No books from out,ide arc allowed in St.ar.t 

Grad~ka. no publi,;hed material; and nothing 
may be written except letters. 

Almost every day some prisoner would 
swallow a spoon or a piece of wire, or stick a 
knife into his stomach, taking care not to 
injure the intestines - not something that 
everyone can manage! Sometimes someone 
would cut off a lum.r. of hi,; flesh. All thi~ to get 
out of Stara Gr.idL~a., at lea..t for a while: to 
escape from hunger, beating.s, the cold and 
damp, the solitary confinement; ju.<;t for a 
breathing spell in hospital. 

Sometimes in the afternoon, the duty 
education officer and Chiefs would organi.c;e 
boxing matches between insane pri.,;oners. The 
winner received a prize of cigarettes. The 
wretched fighters would hammer away at each 
other awkwardly and cnizily, but with 
merciless tenacity. These humiliating ex
hibitions r.tised storms of laughter and cynical 
cheers. On these occa,ions I wa~ particularly 
saddened by the fate of Slavko Rajs. a childish 
youth from the out,;kirts of Karlovac who wa, 
in prison because of his unpredictable 
behavjour during unpredictable fits . I man
aged to befriend him by giving him paper and 
paint,. a, he enjoyed painting. When I wa,; 
relea~. a whole collection of his water 
colours and dr.twings wa,; taken from me. I 
managed to get awdy with one moving 
memento of him arxl Stara Gr.tdi.;ka., a 
drawing on which he had written a dedication 
to me: 'This place i,; accursed of God .i la..ting 
keepsake from your good and faithful com
r.ide and friend. Slavko Rajs.' 

In Stara Gradi~a everyone feels 
abandoned. The arbitrn.ry severity of the staff 
is so much in evidence: and what may happen 
at any moment is so unpredictable. All official 
visit, and inspections take place in our 
absence: and any complaints are answered by 
confronting the prisonc;r with the prison staff, 
so that the result is w,ually a beating arxl soli
tary confinement. Hence the insane live in 
fear, hence Rajs is afflicted with constant 
apprehension . . . I wa,; not beaten in pri.,;on; 
but that does not diminish my human duty to 
reiterate: the prison in Stara Gntditka should 
be demolished. , 

According to:the prosecution. I have freely 
enjoyed my 'Constitutional Right<. my 'ba,ic 
human rights Jnd freedom·. both at my trial 
and since, up to the present day ... But there 
is a difference between those rights and the 
state of affairs a, expres.,;ed in all my inter
views: arxl becau.c;e that difference does exist, 
in the shape of my concrete, personal 
dramatic experience, and has been embodied 
in my thinking, I am explaining it and seeking 
a decision that will eliminate it, or at least 
reduce it to negligible proportions, for every
_one ·s sake; and that is why foreign journalists 
have been interviewing me .. . 

Translated frmn the Ooat1an by Dorian 
C.OOke . 

The infamous order given by t he late dictator Tito to Yugoslav courts to 
be even more draconian during the 1972 purges in Croatia of which Mr. 
Gotovac was one of the countless victims. Just in those purges the number 
of people imprisoned , fired from their professions, made homeless, relative 
to the population of Croatia, would be 1,100,000 Americans.Yet the "free 
world" hardly even whispered. 



Forgetting history: b~ C. Michael McAdams 

AN AMERICAN PASTIME 
The new year, 1982 begins wilh 

the eyes of the world upon Poland 
where a massive military crack
down has taken place. To many 
Westerners the struggle in Poland 
appears to be one of communism 
versus democracy. In fact, the 
struggle is related almost entirely to 
economics. The Solidarity 
Movement was born of an 
economy that has suffered under 
the guidance of the Communist 
Party in which exists today only on 
hard currency provided by the 
Western nations. 

The Solidarity Movement began 
a liberalization in Poland which 
took a period of time to bear fruit. 
Gradually new books appeared, 
even books critical of the govern
ment. People began to worship 
more freely and even the state
controlled media began to take a 
more open tone. But, in December 
1981, the Party was purged and the 
liberalization movement was 
crushed by General Wajciech 
Jaruzelski. This should have come 
as no surprise in the West as this 
man previously headed the secret 
police and was instrumental in the 
Polish participation in the crushing 
of the Czech Spring in 1968. 

Despite the obvious, the West 
has reacted to the Polish crisis with 
surprise and outrage. Virtually 
ever~· Western nation, including 
such socialist -led countries as 
France, have at least verba lly 
condemned the action in Poland. 
The American press: radio, 
television and newspapers: has 
been filled with stories about the 
Poles and their plight. Official 
reports state that seven people havt• 
been killed and over two thousand 
arrested since the crack-down 
began. But the press is quick to 
believe that unofficial reports of 
hundreds killed and tens of 
thousands arrested arc accurate. 
The President of the United States 

has brought pressure to bear on the 
Polish and Soviet governments to 
stop the repression and the 
American people appear to be one 
in their support of the Polish 
people. 

Amid the hundreds of news 
reports on Poland, I have searched 
for the single reference to the 
unbelievabl e parallels which have 
not , to my knowledge, been noticed 
by any member of the American 
press. These parallels, had they 
been drawn earlier, would have 
taken much of the surprise out of 
events in Poland. While the 
American press is quick to compare 
the Polish crisis to the Soviet in
vasion of Czec hoslovakia in 1968, 
an event which had noting in 
common with the present situation 
in Poland, it has overlooked the 
ob vio us. The C roatian Spring, the 
great liberalization moHment in 
Yugoslavia, was crushed ten years 
ago, almost to the day of the Polish 
purge, b~· the communist govern
ment of that country. Like the 
Solidarit~· Movement, the Croatian 
Spring did not happen overnight. It 
grew gradually with a trend toward 
liberalization following the purge 
of the notorious Secret Police chirf 
Alexander Rankovirh in 1966. Like 
the Polish movement, the Croatian 
Spring was born of economic 
necessity, not some great clash of 
political systems. As in Poland, the 
go,·ernment made promises of 
reform. Marshal Tito himself 
visited the Croatian capital of 
Zagreb and promised to act upon 
Croatian demands for greater 
economic freedom and an end to 
the use of Croalian youth as virtual 
serfs in Western Europe to earn 
hard currency for lhe regime. 
Unlike Poland, lht· majorit~ of lhe 
Croatian Spring leaders were lo~al 
communists atlempting to work 

within the systl'm to hring about a 
mon• humane life for !heir people. 
And as it happened in Poland, 
almosl exact ly tt·n ~cars later, a 
slrike sci tla· spark off which would 
deslro~· the rnonment. 

On December I, 1971. Marsha l 
Tiro summoned lhe leadership of 
the Croatian communists to 
Karadjordj evo, a place bearing the 
name of the hated Serbian Royal 
d~·nasty , while the Army moved on 
the C roatian capital. In the purge 
thal followed, lhe enlire leadership 
of the Croatian Co mmunisls was 
removed. By December 21st, lhe 
Premier of Croatia, along wilh 
most of his goHrnment, resigned. 
Despite the governmenl's slowness 
in im1,lemenling even the most 
basic economic reforms, the 
government proved able to move 
rapidly in crushing liberal reforms 
horn of lhc workers. By Januar)· 
14th, over four hundred leading 
offil'ials had heen purged . Nexl 
came the Wriler's Union, the 
news1rnpers, puhlishing houses and 
the uninrsities. Belween December 

and March 30, 1wenty-three 
Communist Parly organizations 
were disbanded ; "political 
measures were taken againsl 
I. 166 Part~ members ; and criminal 
action was lakcn against 2,513 
more, 124 of whom were Partisans 
during World War II. 

Bui the purge of the Parl~ was 

only the tip or an iceberg . The 
workers, the students and the 
common people suffered even 
more. By December of 1972 the 
highl)· respected International 
League for lhc Rights of Man 
reported that over 16,000 had been 
arested; some 2000 members of the 
news media had been dismissed and 
tho11sands upon thousands of 
teachers, professors and l'ivil 
servanlS had been purged from the 
positions. According to till' official 
Yugoslav census of 1971: one in 
ever~· three hundred Croalians was 
arrested during the ydtr. 
Yugoslavia held, in absolute 
numhers, more political 1>risoners 
than any European nation outside 
the Soviet Union, and per capita 
more lhan virtually any nation on 
earlh. The repression continued for 
years and eHn today the effrcts 
linger. 

The crushing of the Croatian 
Spring brought some response in 
the Wesl, hul not much. Perhaps 
America's eyes were still too fixed 
upon Soulheast As ia where .~ he 
had just ended a long and bloody 
war. To be sure, American aid to 
the Tiro regime did not skip a beal 
during the repression. Like Poland, 
Yugos lavia financed its repression 
wilh American dollar and West 
German Marks. Unlike Poland, the 
flow to Yugoslavia continued. In 
fact, Tiro was hailed by American 
Presidents in later years for his 

rem a rkahlt• ability lo keep order in 
Yugosla, ia: order of the same sort 
which now grips Poland. 

Perhaps I here is something more 
than lhe dislrnl'tion or Vietnam in 
the refusal of lhe American press 
and government lo deal accuralel~ 
and truthfully wilh eHnts in 
Yugoslavia. There was no nisis in 
So11thl·as1 Asia last ~ear ,,ht·n 
Yugoslav tanks crushed the 
Albanian rninorily in the Koso,o 
region . . . yet the e,·enls were ,·ir
lually ignorl'II hy the media ancl no 
words of anger or even sorrow were 
spoken by any \\'eslern leader for 
those who dic•d or even lochiy 
languish in co11t·entra1io11 rnmps. 
Perhaps it has something lo do wilh 
the fact that, lo paraphrase Bill~ 
Carter, "there are a lot more 
1•olish-Americans than there are 
C roalian or Albanian-Americans". 
Bui even deeper tlrnn I hat I frar is :1 

hasic misunderstanding of the 
nature of Yugoslavia and its syslem 
by the American Slale lkparlmenl 
and es1>eciall~· hy the American 
media . 

The United Slates Slate 
lkparlment hasc<.·luckd itself for 
years with lhe nolion lhat 
Yugos lavia i.~ hasicall~· a westl'rn
orienll'd "socialisl " slate which 
would side wilh the West in lhe 
even! of all-oul war. The strategic 
value of Yugosl:nia makes !his 
notion something more lhan 
arndemic ronjt·ctun·: ii ht·rnmc•s 
dangerous lo lhe inlerests of the 
Unitl'd Slales. Yugoslavia is, firs! 
and forl'most, a communisl slalt• 



ckclicall'cl lo lhl' cleslruclion of lhl' hroughl lo him 11hl'n ahoard. For 
capil,ilist sysll'm . T his is nol thl' rirsl fl'" wel'ks or lhe crark -
opinion; iii., prinll'd on l'H'r~ pircl' down in Pi)land, lhl' media rl'porls 
or go1l'rnmenl lilrralurl' from 1hr were rcnsorcd hy lhc Polish 
Cons lilution of 1hr Sotial i,,I gO\l'rnmcnl. Thl'n, the· lcle,ision 
Fl'ckral Repuhlir of Yugosla1 ia statio ns hl'gan lo "hypl'" lhl' "firsl 
clown. Yugo.,l:11ia isronlrolll'cl h) a unn·nsored rcporls" 0111 or 
people who lune· ah1.1)s looked lo Poh1nd. The unren sorl'cl rc1JOrl.s 
Russia as their motherland; in were nol. of roursc, an) diffrrcnl 
religion. in polilir.s and i.·,en in lhc than those of 1hr clay hdorc. The· 
main1ain,1nre or lite ardta ir American press rorps in lklgradc 
Russian alphahet. There is not lhe seldom leall'., the ril); 1>rderring lo 
slighlcsl question lhal in an) l'll'nl. he \lined and dined and prinling. 
11ar or othl'r" isl'. Yugos l,nia will almosl H'rhalim. rl'giml' 11rl'ss 
sick with lhl' communist powl'rs rell'ascs. The lcrm "in1L·sligalill' 
and wilh Mother Russia. II Sl'l'lllS reporting" we hrnr so murh ahoul 
hard lo bdil'\'l' lhal the U .S. Slalc se·e·ms to he a ro1l'r term lo juslil') 
Ikparlmcnt rould he so nai1e. hul inntsion of pri1.tr) 11ilhin 1hr safe· 
Onl' lo1!k al its rcrnrcl 01crpast lcn ~t)i'i~•s of lhc· U .S. A. An)11hnc 
yrars 1s enough lo ro111·1n rl' the Ylfl'l'rl' 1s rl'al dangl'r . .. lhe· 1irc·ss 1s 
grl'atcst skcptir olhl'rwisc. II i., sl'ldom found . 
oh1io11s thal very little is known And so 11c l'llll'r a nc·w )car . A 
about the real world in thl' make- )l'ar 11ith grl'al parallels lo lhl' new 
hc·licvl' land or Aml'rican yl'ar of a dl'caclc ago. It a1ipcars 
diplomac~. whcrl' amhassadors arc !hat we, as a people, as a nalion 
slill rhoscn h) lhe amount or ancl as a press . ha\'l' 1101 IL-arncd 
molll') they conlrihulc lo polilic'al murh in lc•n ) c•ars. As for lhc• 
campaigns and whl're only one in rommunisl rc·gimcs ... lhc·, haH•n'I 
ll'n forl'ign sl'rvicl's slaff members changed murh eilher. Perhaps lh e) 
can spl'ak lhl' languagl' of 1hr ha1e aclclc-d a l'c•w more nali ons and 
country lo which thl'y arc posled . a fe11 more millions or human 

As for lhe American press, I lll'ing., to !heir domain. Santayana 
oncl' felt that many rcporll'rs IH'rL' is quoled much loo often . Bui lhe 
ovcrworkl'd and their offices 11ords ,fil l ring lrue : "Those who 
unc!crslaffcd. Toda) I hail' coml' rannol rc·mc•mhc·r lhe past are 
lo hclieve that lhl' majoril) or lhe rondc·mnl'd lo repeal ii." Lc·I us 
Aml'rirnn ml'clia is filled wilh lat). hope lhal I hi s )ear ends 11ha1 has 
sl'lf-se·ning, e·gomaniars. lkspill' ,t hec·omc• an all-loo-common rc·-rnn 
co1111k of well-pu hlishl'd forays of his I or). 
info Afghanislan hy om• or lwo February 12, 1982 
reporters, lhl' al'l'ragl' Ameriran Danica 
journalisl expccls the news lo hl' 4851 Drexel Boulevard 

Chicago, Illinois 60615 
Phone 312/373-4670 

February 13, 1982 

Editor 
The Economist 
25 St. James 's Street 
London SWJA lHG 
United Kingdom 

Dear Sir: 
I was astonished that in your 

informative article on terrorism in 
Europe (2/16/ 82) you did not 
mention the current wave of 
assassinations in Western Europe 
by the Yugoslav secret service. Just 
within the last four months 14 
political dissidents were 
assassinated (West Germany 9, 
Belgium 3, France 1, Switzerland 
1), making the Yugoslav govern
ment the most dangerous terrorist 
group in Europe. In West Germany 
there are currently three separate 
trials of assassins or would-be 
assassins who were caught. In 
addition, for years now Yugoslavia 
itself has been one of the main 
bases of international terrorism. H. 
P. Rullmann (Hudtwalckerstrasse 
26, 2 Hamburg 60, West Germanyj 
just published a book (available in 
German and English) documenting 
more tham 90 recent assassinations 
of dissidents, mostly Croatians. 
Nova Hrvatska newspaper (30 Fleet 
Street, London) can provide you 
with detailed information of 
UDBA 's terror at home and 
abroad. 

Yours, 
Slobodan lvanek 

San Francisco, Calif. 

February 19, 1982 

Editor 
Business Week 
1221 A venue of the Americas 
New York, New York 10020 

Dear Sir: 
Reading the excellent article by 

Professor E. Loeb/ (February 22, 
1982), I was pleasantly surprised by 
his description of the ''conflict 
between Stalin and Stalinist Tito. " 
How refreshing after all those years 
of western infatuation with this 
brutal dictator. For many years 
now the Yugoslav regime has been 
the most oppressive in Europe. The 
number of political prisoners 
relative to the population of 
Croatia is the highest in the world. 
Torture is widespread, sentences 
are barbaric (11 years for an in
terview, 5 years and death under 
torture for petitioning for the 
release of political prisoners, 15 
years for removal of Tito's pic
ture). The recent large-scale 
massacres of unarmed civilians in 
the Kosovo province by elite 
Serbian army units alone illustrate 
the Stalinist nature of Serbian 
imperialists. Beside providing the 
basis for international terrorism, 
the Yugoslav government itself is 
one of the most dangerous and 
active terrorist groups. More than 
90 dissidents were assassinated 
abroad - in the last four months 
alone 14 exiles were assassinated 
(West Germany 9, France I, . 
Switzerland 1, Belgium 3). 
Currently there are three different 
trials of Yugoslav secret service 
assassins who were caught in West 
Germany. H. P. Rullmann 
(Hudtwalckerstrasse 26, 2000 
Hamburg 60, West Germany) 
recently published a book 
(available in English) documenting 
the terrorist activities of the 
Yugoslav government. The 
newspaper Nova Hrvatska (30 Fleet 
Street, London, United Kingdom) 
has massive documentation about 
Belgrade's terror at home and 
abroad. 

Sinceraly, 
Slobodan lvanek 

San Francisco, Cal. 



May 1982 

ELEVEN YEARS IN PRISON FOR AN INTERVIEW 

In August 1980 Dr. Marko Veselica, a leading Croatian economist 
and former deputy in the Yugoslav Federal Parliament, gave an interview 
to West Germany's leading weekly Der Spiegel. This interview was 
subsequently published in a brochure titled The Croatian National 
Question--Yugoslavia's Achilles Heel. In this interview, Dr. Veselica 
described the key problems of today's Yugoslavia. One cannot read 
this interview without being touched by the courage, deep humani
tarianism and democratic thoughts of this noble man. 

In April 1981 Dr. Veselica was arrested because of this interview. 
The controlled press of Yugoslavia sentenced him even before his 
"trial." In desperate protest Dr. Veselica began a hunger strike. He 
became seriously ill as a result and a series of operations were per
formed on him (stomach, colon). Although Dr. Veselica was very ill, 
his "trial" suddenly began in early September 1981 in order to prevent 
foreign correspondents from attending it. To illustrate the standard 
methods of Yugoslav fascists, let us describe their "evidence of 
guilt." 

The standard method is to provide "evidence" for connections with 
the "fascist remnants abroad." The key witnesses were two 80-year old 
women, one blind and the other an immobile invalid. The secret service 
forced them to cooperate with the threat of losing the apartment in 
which they live together. The chronic and very acute housing shortage 
is a well planned method of oppression--only "good" Croatians are 
entitled to one and only after years of waiting and proving one's 
"goodness." It is also a method that ensures the negative population 
growth rate of the Croatian nation. However, in court the two 80-year 
old witnesses, Zora Heger and Zdenka Grkovic, recanted and said that 
they had never met Dr. Veselica, much less sent his letters abroad. 

Desperately the police searched for a new "witness." They found 
one in Mrs. Mila Sram, 69 years old and dying of a double terminal 
cancer. She went to Switzerland several times for medical treatment, 
and this was an opportunity for the police fabrications. The police 
threatened that dying woman with taking away her medicine. In court 
she accused Dr. Veselica and then, tormented with her "admission," 
screamed to the audience that the police interrogated her for seven 
days continuously to enforce this and fell unconscious. 

Dr. Veselica was sentenced to 11 (eleven) years at hard labor 
for his horrible crime--giving an interview. The reactionary Serbian 
clique that rules Yugoslavia silenced one more among tens of thousands 
of innocent Creation workers, students and intellectuals. Only two 
days later, Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger, the new assistant secretary at 
the u.s. State Department and an old apologist for Serbian reaction
aries, gave his scandalous speech in which he professed his eternal 
love for Yugoslavia's terrorist government. 



Enclosed is a letter that or. Veselica's courageous wife and 
daughters sent to the West. Please help the innocent prisoners of 
conscience in Yugoslavia. Do not ignore; raise your voices. Pressure 
on the Yugoslav fascist government will moderate its terror on its own 
population. At least it is easier to rot and die in abominable 
prisons in Croatia if one is not forgotten. 

Please protest against the terror in Yugoslavia. Join the 
committees for saving Dr. Veselica; help form their branches in your 
community. For information please contact: 

Professor Jozo Vrbic 
P.O. Box 2939 
San Francisco CA 94401 

Father Castimir Majic 
4851 Drexel Boulevard 
Chicago IL 60615 

In Australia: 

Mr. Mario Sime Despoja 
11 Dryanda Drive 
Bellair, SA 5052 

In England: 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Street 
London EC4Y 1AJ 

Mrs. Marija Levie 
2042 N. Hobart Boulevard 
Los Angeles CA 90027 

Professor Mate Mestrovic 
10 Ackerman Road 
Saddle River NY 11103 

In France: 

Professor Mirko Vidovic 
Tour Panoramique 31 
69009 Lyon 

In Germany: 

Hans Peter Rullmann 
Hudtwalckerstrasse 26 
2000 Hamburg 60 

Please help, in spite of the fact that small groups within the 
u.s. media and the State Department try to censor news about the 
fascist terror in Yugoslavia. Supporting fascist Yugoslavia and a 
coverup of its countless monstrous crimes is not in the interest of 
the United States. u.s. taxpayers should not finance the genocide of 
enslaved Croatians in Yugoslavia (i.e., Greater Serbia). 

Please obtain the 1982 report by Amnesty International on prison-
ers of conscience in Yugoslavia: 

Yugoslavia--Prisoners of Conscience 
Amnesty International 
304 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Although far from being complete, the report provides good insight 
into the most repressive regime in Europe. 

Dr. Veselica's interview can be obtained ($5.00) at: 

Croatian National Congress 
P.O. Box 3088 
Steinway Station 
New York, New York 11103 

Nova Hrvatska 
30 Fleet Stret 
London EC4Y 1AJ 
United Kingdom 



Other recent information: 

The police state of Yugoslavia disbarred Dr. Veselica's 
attorney for the "audacity" of defending him. 

As is common practice, the police state of Yugoslavia 
increased the sentence of 18-year old student Dobroslav 
Paraga from three to five years. He was sentenced for 
collecting the signatures for a petition for the release 
of political prisoners. His colleague, Ernest Brajder, 
died under torture for the same "offense." Although his 
sentence and the petition itself were totally ignored by 
the u.s. media, the gradual increases of sentences of 
political prisoners is common practice, after the possible 
initial interest of world opinion wanes. 

Please help warn the West German government that Yugoslav 
fascists have started to collect German hostages to 
exchange them for their assassins abroad who were caught 
in West Germany. This is their standard practice. Yugo
slav secret service terrorist Luka Vidmar (lost a leg 
during the bombing of an Austrian museum) and Marina Blaj 
were recently exchanged for an Austrian "spy"--Mr. 
Gerhard Lachuer. Would-be assassin, Svilar, was not long 
ago exchanged for another "spy," German social worker Mr. 
Eberhard de Haan. This brazen practice of taking hos
tages and exchanging them for convicted assassins can be 
particularly illustrated by the fact that Mr. Haan, a 
"spy," was later praised by the same Yugoslav government 
for his social work, as if nothing had happened. Just 
within the last four months 14 political dissidents were 
assassinated abroad (West Germany 9, Belgium 3, France 1, 
Switzerland 1), making the Yugoslav government the most 
dangerous terrorist group. In West Germany there are 
currently three separate trials of assassins or would-be 
assassins who were caught. Americans visiting Yugoslavia 
could also become hostages required for exchange for these 
Yugoslav secret service agents. 

Please demand an immediate congressionaJ. investigation 
into the behavior and motives of Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger. 
His blatant support of the Yugoslav terrorist government 
is becoming an embarrassment for even his staunchest 
supporters at the State Department. He is the remnant 
of the totally bankrupt and immoral policies toward 
Yugoslavia of the Carter Administration. His personal 
support of the terrorist thugs who presently rule 
Yugoslavia is highly unprofessional and is directly 
against the interests of the United States. His pressure 
and manipulation of the u.s. bankers (conference April 
22 and 23) is unprecedented. Because of his active role 
in suppression of information on massive and abominable 
human rights violations in Yugoslavia, Mr. Eagleburger 
should at least be disqualified from participating in 
all government policy issues regarding Yugoslavia. 



YOUR TURN 
For speaking his opinion, 
my husband is behind the 
bars of a Yugoslav prison 

By Bozena Veselica 

A 
s the wife of Dr. Marko 
Veselica, a state prisoner in 
Yugoslavia, I have decided to 
address myself to you and ask for 

help. 
On Sept. 9, 1981, my husband was 

sentenced to 11 years' imprisonment, al
though his only sin was that he declared 
his opinion. This is his second punishment. 
He was sentenced for the first time in 1972, 
to seven years of severe imprisonment, and 
served six years of his sentence in the Stara 
Gradiska prison. (This prison has been on 
the list for abolishment for years because it 
doesn't meet the minimal living condi
tions.) 

After he had completed his studies at 
the Faculty of Economics in Zagreb, 
Crqatia, in 1960, my husband became an 
assistant lecturer at the Department of 
Political Economy. In 1967, he obtained his 
doctorate in economics and was lecturing 
at the university until 1972, when he was 
arrested. 

My husband was not only engaged in 
scientific research but was also prominent 
in the social and political life of the 

Los Angeles Herald Examiner 
Friday, December 11, 1981 

country. He became a member of the 
League of Communists when he was 18 and 
was a prominent leader of the Student 
Union and the member of the Central 
Committee of the Socialist Youth League in 
Croatia. In 1968, he became the secretary of 
the Faculty League of Communists, and in 
1969 became a delegate to the Social and 
Political Chamber of the Federal Assembly 
in Belgrade. He was concerned with the 
problems of economic and social develop
ment in Yugoslavia and participated in 
conferences and discussion on basic social 
and economic problems. 

In 1964, he became a member of the 
Confederation of Trade Unions' Commis
sion for Education and Culture, and after a 
period of time he was elected president of 
the Commission for Social and Economic 
Relations. 

As the result of his work in the trade 
union, he was elected delegate to the 
Second Congress of Self-Managing Work
ers. 

In 1972, he was excluded from the 
highest body of the trade unions without 
any democratic dialogue, suspended from 
the faculty and, in spite of his immunity as 
a people's deputy, was arrested on Jan. 11, 
because all the work that my husband bad 
been legally performing on various politi
cal bodies was said to be "nationalism and 
counter-revolutionary activity." 

After he had served his sentence under 
horrible conditions in Stara Gradiha 
prison, my husband was employed by a 
small firm in Zagreb at a minimal salary. 
Although he had not spoken in public for 
three years, some politicians kept talking 
about him. as if be were a People's Enemy 
No. 1. Because of that, we have been living 
under constant pressure. In September 
1980, my husband was interviewed by a 
journalist from Der Spiegel to say the truth 
about himself and to testify about prosecu
tion and events · of 1971. This interview 
caused many troubles and, on April 24, 
1981, my husband was arrested again. 
Because of horrible conditions in the 
prison and inadequate medical help, he 
had to undergo an operation. 

He was tried from Aug. 31-Sept. 9, 1981. 
My husband is a prisoner of conscience 

because he is charged with declaring hi.s 
belief and opinion, which in no way can be 
any form of violence. He bas been fighting 
all his life for development, democracy and 
equality of all the nations as well as against 
violence and injustice, but now he is 
himself their victim. 

The sentence which has been passed on 
him is absurd, unbelievable. It is equal to 
the killing of my husband, because he has 
already served the sentence of six years. 
This horrible punishment has made me 
write to you, because I still believe that 
something can be done to help my 
husband. 

I app~al to all the people of good will 
and ask them for help to influence the 
government in Yugoslavia and to make 
them re-examine and quash, or at least 
mitigate radically, his sentence, which is a 
violation of the rights that the government 
guarantees to all its citizens. I think that 
the best thing will be if individuals, groups 
and institutions address themselves to the 
government of Yugoslavia and the Socialist 
Republic of Croatia. 

Originally my intention was not to 
appeal across the borders of my country, 
but I was forced to do so because in my 
country nobody has will and strength to 
help. I addressed myself to all the leading 
politicians in Yugoslavia while my husband 
was seriously ill in a hospital, but the only 
answer was the 11 years' imprisonment. 

Our belief is that you will support us in 
our efforts. ■ 
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