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The pbuisador.of Ygostamvin December 21, 1981
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President,

As the year draws to a close, I would like to take this
opportunity to wish you much success in your activities in the

coming year.

At the same time, I would like to thank you for the in-
terest you have expressed towards my country and for your support,

which has been evinced in the development of our cooperation.

It gives me great satisfaction to express the conviction
that cooperation and relations between our two countries have been
developing most successfully. At the same time, I wish to state
my belief that they will continue to grow, to the benefit of both

our nations.
In these difficult and trying times, I am convinced,

Mr. President, that our work and hopes center on a common goal:

peace, prosperity and happiness for all nations in the world in

tfully,
A S

Budimir Loncar

the forthcoming year.

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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MEMORANDUM FOR L. PAUIL BREMER, IIT
Executive Secretary
The Department of State

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with
Yugoslav Vice President Dragan

- - - B L ] — . oL XTee el e YT

Recommended talking points and background papers
for the Vice President's use would be appreciated
by opening of business on Wednesday, February 3.

Many thanks.

CHARLES P. TYSON

Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs
(Coordination)

sp# 5200595
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WASHINGTON

January 29, 1982

MEMORANDUM FOR BUD McFARLANE
FROM: Nancy Bearg Dyke’{’%’-D

SUBJECT: Vice President's Meeting with Yugoslav
Vice President Dragan

The Vice President will meet with Yugoslav Vice
President Zvone Dragan on Monday, February 8, at 4:30 p.m.
at the Vice President's residence. May we please have
recommended talXxing points and background papers for the
Vice President's use by close of business, Wednesday,
February 3.

Thank you.

Cy to: Mike Wheeler
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HP:

I recommend no response to the
attached correspondence., It con-
tains articles about the plight
of Yugoslav dissidents, an un-
personalized fund-raising letter,
and a reprinted paid political
advertisement deploring conditions
in Croatia.

The sender did not provide a
return address.
D. Salem
e
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Foiycdting history:

by C. Michael McAdams

AN AMERICAN PASTIME

Tho new year, 1982 begins with
the of the world upon Poland
where a massive military crack-
down has taken place. To many
Westerners the struggle in Poland
appears to be one of communism
versus democracy. In faet, the
struggle is related almost entirely (o
economics. The Solidarity
Movement was born of an
economy that has suffered under
the guidance of the Communisl
Party in which exists today only on
hard currency provided by t(he
Western nations.

The Solidarity Movement began
a liberalization in Poland which
took a period of time to bear fruit.
Gradually new books appeared,
even books critical of the govern-
ment. People began to worship
more freely and even the state-
controlled media began to fake a
more open tone. But, in December
1981, the Party was purged and the
liberalization movemen( was
crushed by General Wajciech
Jaruzelski. This should have ¢ome
as no surprise in the West as this
man previously headed the secret
police and was instrumental in the
Polish participation in the crushing
of the Czech Spring in 1968.

Despite the obvious, the West
has reacted to the Polish crisis with
surprise and outrage. Virtually
every Western nation, including
such  socialist-led  countries as
France, have at least verbally
condemned the action in Poland.
The American press; radio,
television and newspapers; has
been filled with stories about the
Poles and their plight. Official
reports state that seven people have
been killed and over (wo (housand
arrested since  the crack-down
began. But the press is quick to
believe that unofficial reports of
hundreds killed and tens of
thousands arrested are accurate.
The President of the United States

has brought pressure to bear on the
Polish and Soviel governments to
stop the repression and (he
American people appear to be one
in their support of the Polish
people.

Amid the hundreds of news
reports on Poland, 1 have searched
for the single reference to the
unbelievable parallels which have
not, to my knowledge, been noticed
by any member of the American
press. These parallels, had they
been drawn earlier, would have
taken much of the surprise out of
events in  Poland. While the
American press is quick (o compare
the Polish crisis to the Soviet in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968,
an event which had noting in
common with the present situation
in Poland, it has overlooked the
obvious. The Croatian Spring, the
great liberalization movement in
Yugostavia, was crushed (en years
ago, almost to the day of the Polish
purge, by (he communist govern-
ment of that ecountry. like the
Solidarity Movement, the Croatian
Spring did not happen overnight. It
grew gradually with a trend toward
liberalization following the purge
of the notorious Secret Police chief
Alexander Rankovich in 1966. Like
the Polish movement, the Croatian
Spring was born of e¢conomic
necessity, not some great clash of
political systems. As in Poland, the

government made promises of
reform. Marshal Tito himself
visited the Croatian capital of

Zagreb and promised to act upon
Croatian demands for greater
economic freedom and an end (o
the use of Croatian youth as virtual
serfs in Western Europe to carn
hard currency for the regime,
Unlike Poland, the majority of the
Croatian Spring leaders were loyal
communists attempting (o work

within (he system (o bring abou( a
more humane life for their people.
And as it happened in Poland,
almost exactly ten years later, a
strike set the spark off which would
destroy the movement.

On December 1, 1971, Marshal
Tito summoned the leadership of
the Croatian  communists (o
Karadjordjevo, a place bearing (he
name of the hated Serbian Roval
dynasty, while the Army moved on
the Croatian capital. In the purge
that foltowed, the entire leadership
of the Croatian Communists was
removed. By December 21st, the
Premier of Croatia, along with
mos( of his government, resigned.
Despite the government’s slowness
in implementing even t(he most
basic  economic  reforms, the
governmen( proved able (0 move
rapidly in crushing liberal reforms
born of the workers. By January
14(h, over four hundred leading
officials had been purged. Next
came the Writer's Union, the
newspapers, publishing houses and
the universities. Between December
I and March 30, twenty-three
Communist  Party organizations
were disbanded; “‘political
measures’”  were  taken against
1,166 Party members; and eriminal
action was taken against 2,513
more, 124 of whom were Partisans
during World War I1.

But the purge of the Party was

only the tip of an iceberg. The
workers, the students and (he
common people suffered even
more. By December of 1972 the
highly respected International
League for the Rights of Man
reported that over 16,000 had been
arested; some 2000 members of the
news media had been dismissed and
thousands upon thousands of
teachers, professors and  civil
servants had been purged from the
positions. According (o the official
Yugostay census of 1971; one in
every three hundred Croatians was
arrested during  the year.
Yugoslavia held, in absolute
numbers, more political prisoners
than any Europcean nation outside
the Soviet Union, and per capita
more than virtually any nation on
carth, The repression continued for
vears and cven today the effects
linger.

The crushing of the Croatian
Spring brought some response in
the West, but not much. Perhaps
America’s eves were still too fixed
upon Southeast Asia where she
had just ended a long and bloody
war. To be sure, American aid to
the Tito regime did not skip a beat
during the repression. Like Poland,
Yugostavia financed its repression
with American dollar and West
German Marks. Unlike Poland, the
flow to Yugoslavia continued. In
fact, Tito was hailed by American
Presidents in later years for his

remarkable ability to keep order in
Yugoslavia: order of the same sort
which now grips Poland.

Perhaps there is something more
than the distraction of Vietnam in
the refusal of the American press
and government to deal accurately
and truthfully with events in
Yugoslavia, There was no crisis in
Southeast Asia last year when
Yugoslay  tanks crushed the
Albanian minority in the Kosovo
region... yet the events were vir-
tually ignored by the media and no
words of anger or even sorrow were
spoken by any Western teader for
those who died or even today
languish in concentration camps.
Perhaps it has something to do with
the fact that, to paraphrase Bitly
Carter, ‘‘there are a lol more
Polish-Americans than there are
Croatian or Albanian-Americans’ .
But even deeper than that 1 fearis a
basic misunderstanding of the
nature of Yugoslavia and its system
by the American Stale Department
and especially by the American
media,

The United , States  Stale
Department hasdcludcd itself for
yvears  with  the notion that
Yugoslavia is basically a western-
oriented ‘‘socialist”” state which
would side with the West in the
event of all-out war, The strategic
value of Yugoslavia makes (his
notion something more than
academic conjecture; it becomes
dangerous 1o the interests of the
United States. Yugoslavia is, first
and foremost, a communist state







UPDATE 1

AMERICANS OF CROATIAN ORIGIN AND ALL CONCERNED AND DEMOCRATIC
AMERICANS

The terror, oppression and massacres of innocent
Croatians are again on the increase in Yugoslavia. The
reactionary and chauvinistic oppressors are conducting a
policy of systematic genocide of the Croatian nation. Their
"final solution™ is to establish Great Serbia in Yugoslavia.
The continuous racist and reactionary terror, within a
framework of fascist dictatorship, is combined with forced
assimilation, destruction of Croatian cultural institutions,
forced political and economic emigration of Croatians,
suppression of the Croatian language and culture. Leading
Croatian intellectuals are being murdered, imprisoned,
tortured. Thousands are forbidden to work. The number
of "suicides™ during police interrogation is alarmingly
high. The number of Croatian political prisoners relative
to the population is the highest on earth. More than half
of the Croatian territory was given, as a present, to other
"republics;™ Croatians of Moslem and Orthodox religion
are even forbidden to call themselves Croatians.

The savage red-Gestapo of Yugoslavia is mortally afraid
of truth and is spreading a well organized and financed
campaign of terror and misinformation, even abroad. More
than 100 exile-Croatians have been assassinated worldwide
by the Yugoslav secret service. Blackmail and spying on
a U.S. citizen of Croatian origin is standard routine.

The U.S. taxpayer should not support the Yugoslav
terrorist government anymore. The past U.S. policy toward
one of the main bases of international terrorism is unethical
and not in the interest of the U.S. The so-gullible press-
media cannot obtain the truth about Yugoslavia from the
Serbian sources in Belgrade or the official propaganda.

The documents about the terror in Yugoslavia are now
available. Most of these documents are from Croatians who
are leading Communist Party members. After an entire genera-
tion of Croatians was slaughtered in 1945 (the so-called
Bleiburg genocide) for being "enemies of the state,”
"fascists,"™ etc., now even Croatians who are leading party
members are being persecuted. This fact is simple proof that
in Yugoslavia the entire Croatian nation is brutally oppressed,
not because of ideology but because of the Serbian policy of
territorial expansion.

Please, also send your badly needed contributions.



1. Dr. M. Veselica: The Croatian National Question
(English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00

Dr. Veselica is a leading Croatian economist, high
ranking party member and university professor. Because
of this courageous interview for a West German weekly in
January 1980, Dr. Veselica has been arrested. 1In a desperate
protest he went on a hunger strike and was brutally force-fed.
In September 1981, two days before U.S. Secretary of State
Alexander Haig visited Yugoslavia, a kangaroo court sentenced
Dr. Veselica to ELEVEN years in prison--for giving a moderate
and deeply humanistic interview., Please, read this interview
and demand a fundamental revision of the U.S. policy and
attitude toward the terrorist government of Yugoslavia.
Demand at least moral support for the innocent victims.

2. Dr. F. Tudman: Croatia on Trial (English, Croatian,
German)-~-55.00

Because of his interview for Swedish television, this
leading historian, university professor and Tito's partisan-
general is now in prison. The booklet contains his defense
speech during his "trial®™ in April 1981. The main "offense"
of Dr. F. Tudman was to scientifically refute the "black
legends" about civil war in Croatia during World War II.

3. Letters Against Tyranny (English, Croatian)--$5.00

Contains several open letters (April 1981) to the
Yugoslav terrorist government from leading Croatian intel-
lectuals. A petition by 43 courageous Croatian intellectuals
demanding the release of all political prisoners resulted in
numerous arrests and torture. At least one cosigner, E.
Brajder, died during torture.

4. "Confession” (English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00

An authentic document on torture methods in Yugoslavia.
This innocent victim, engineer V. Markovic, is still in
prison.

5. Dr. M. Mestrovic: Violations of Human and National
Rights of the Croatian People in Yugoslavia (English)
$5.00

This is another excellent overview of the tragedy in
Croatia. It was submitted to the "Helsinki-3" conference
in Madrid in March 1981. Required reading.

6. H. Rullmann: Assassinations Commissioned By Belgrade
(English, German)--$5.00

A summary review of more than 100 recent assassinapions
by the Yugoslav secret service of prominent exile-Croatlans.
The list is far from being complete. Since it was published(1980)
there have been eleven more assassinations and nine assassina-
tion attempts. Compared to the Yugoslav terror abroad,.
Libya's Khadaffi looks almost innocent. Yet assassinations
by Yugoslav secret service, even in the U.S., are hardly
even reported in the media, while the U.S. government broke
diplomatic relations with Libya.



7. Dr. I. Supek: Heretic of the Left (Croatian
only)--$20.00

A leading Croatian nuclear physicist and humanist on
the terror in Croatia.

The above and other documents can be purchased at:

Nova Hrvatska Croatian National Congress
30 Fleet Street P.O. Box 3088

London EC4Y 1AJ Steinway Station

United Kingdom New York, New York 11103

Telephone: 213/726-8286

Please, send your financial contribution and give this
advertisement to other human and peace loving Americans.
Do not ignore the innocent victoms of terror in Yugoslavia.
For example, in just three weeks (August 9-August 30, 1981)
Serbian military courts gave more than 3,000 years in prison
to approximately 250 Albanians of Kosovo Province. This was
reported even in Yugoslav newspapers yet ignored in the U.S.
media. A sample of the sentences: 16 and 17 year old students
Gani Koci and Bajram Kusumi--15 years in prison for removing
a picture of late Yugoslav dictator Tito; Ruzdi Hajolini and
Zijadin Hoxha--15 years for participation in demonstrations;
Nexhat Terstena and Abdyl Zymberi, highschool students--10
years for participating in demonstrations; their professors
between three and five years in prison for having such "bad"
students. Parents of the victims of this terror are forced
to "demand" draconic punishment for their children. Of
course, completely unreported are numerous secret executions
of Albanians for their uprising against Serbian aggression.
The Kosovo province is completely sealed and forbidden for
both foreign and Yugoslav reporters; the elite Yugoslav
troops, specially trained for combat with the unarmed civil-
ians and comprised of Serbian soldiers only, have killed
more than 4,000 people already. Whole regions were defoliated
by chemicals to expose people hiding from the terror in woods.
And this is happening now, in the middle of Europe, not
Afghanistan, while Deputy Secretary L. Eagleburger makes
his scandalous statements about the support to the Yugoslav
Nazi-regime and while Secretary A. Haig visits and confers
with the henchmen who still have warm blood from their newest
innocent victims on their hands.

If you are afraid of the Yugoslav secret service in the
U.S., use a false name and neighbor's address and a domestic
money order.

PS: Enclosed are excerpts from the defense speech, which were
recently smuggled out of the country, of Professor Vvlado
Gotovac, prominent Croatian poet, writer, journalist and
former editor of several leading literary magazines. Mr.
Gotovac is again in the infamous prison Stara Gradiska--
for a horrible crime--interviews with western journalists
in 1977--three years ago. He was sentenced by "the most
humane government in the world" and by a government which
was host to the Helsinki-2 conference and which signed and
so loudly voiced support of human rights., Help protect
and save Professor Gotovac and numerous other innocent
Croatians.
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Vlado Gotovac

Freedom in question

Viado Gotovac is a distinguished Croatian writer,
poet and journalist who has not been allowed to
publish a word since his first arrest in January
1972. Born in 1920, Gotovac had been publishing
collections of verse since 1956 and was for some
years the publisher and editor of a number of fine
literary magazines, as well as a radio and TV
Journalist. Having already sper four years in jail
Jollowing his 1972 trial, he was again arrested and
put on trial in June 1981, when he was sertenced
&0 two years' imprisonmen,

At this trial, held in Zagreb between 2 and 4
June 1981, Viado Gotovac made an impassioned
speech in his own defence, in which he defended
the freedom of the individual and gave a
harrowing accourt of his imprisonment in Stara
Gradiska The speech is too long to reproduuce
here in its entirery; for example, Gotovac deals at
great length with the complicated issue of the
Yugasiav nationalities; we have excerpted the
passqges which deal with our kind of concern.

My defence will be made up of facts which
the indictment failed to mention.

My defence means the exercise of my
freedom — as the Apostle Paul wrote: ‘Why is
my liberty judged of another man's con-
science” An innocent man defends himself by
fterating the truth. That is all he can do in his
own defence. When the truth is disregarded by
the prosecution, whether by accident or
design, he still has a duty to it.

But what is truth?

There is-only one answer, It & the way in
which Time in the long term, the very basis of
a society, enables that society to make judg-
ments about itself and other societies. One
human society and one truth — they are the
same thing. Hence the validity of Bohr's
dictum: ‘The contrary of an accurate state-
ment is a false statement. But the contrary of a
profound truth may be another profound
truth.’

My defence is therefore the fulfilment of
my duty towards the truth regardiess of
success or faflure; in any other respect it is
completely meaningless. According to
Koestler, one must resist evil even when it is a
‘hopeless task. In other words, my innocence is
30 evident that the indictment can stand only if
there is a complete disregard for the truth.
Accordingly, | am reiterating the truth from a
sense of duty and without hope.

Why, then, am I on trial?

When we come to assess and explain the
situation in our society there are differences

betweenn me and thosc who at the moment
represent the official point of view and its
implementation, an implementation which, as
is shown by this trial, proscribes and forcibly
suppresses any such differences. Only one
point of view is permitted — to jail with any-
one clse’s! That, or something like it, is what
Tomski said.

But a ban on differing points of view means
the death of freedom because the right that

" freedom guarantees is always the right to

differ; the right championed in the famous,
albeit hackncyed, saying of Voltaire: ‘I dis-
approve of what you say; but I will defend to
the death your right to say it.’ Then there are
the less famous, but forceful and equally
brilliant, words of Rosa Luxemburg: ‘Free-
dom only for the adherents of the authorities,
for the members of one party, however
numerous they may be, is not freedom.
Freedom is only freedom to think differently.
Not because of any fanatical devotion to
“justice™, but because it is the very pith and
marrow of all that is edifying and worthwhile,
all that is health-giving in political freedom;
and the benefits of that freedom are nullified if
“freedom™ becomes a privilege.'

Nothing is changed by proclaiming every
heterodox opinion a danger to the community.
This does not safeguard freedom, but trans
forms it into duplicity and indifference, which
in turn substitute calumny and acrimony for
argument. To reduce freedom to the freedom
of conformists is tantamount to imposing a
monologue by decree — a naked, noisesome
monster whose sole talking partner is its own
echo; this means an end to the difference
between freedom and tyranny. There is
danger only in an opinion which stifles other
opinions. .

Lenin once complained: *In our movement
there is Jess and less dreaming.” In other words,
he was worrying about that exalted, but
already threatened, generator of progress of
which freedom is a prerequisite. With Stalin
that worty disappeared; but for the custodians
of freedom it increased ... and so there was
less and less progress and increasing tre-
pidation, as the situation led to the rearing of
policemen, not dreamers. The upshot was to
be what today we call Stalinism, the most effic-
ient form of struggling for Utopia by deva-
stating man.

At this trial, then, freedom is in question. I
am accused of abusing it in my statements to
foreign journalists, statements ¢« :rned with




Freedom in question Yugoslavia

three subjects:

the civil rights of the individual;

the rights of the nationalities;

relations between the various nationalities.
The indictment alleges: “The activities of the
accused are an integral part of a campaign by
reactionary forces in the world, including
those forces which are trying to drag the non-
aligned Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia into their bloc for the purpose of de-
stabilising the unity of the peopks and
nationalities of the SFRY and inciting all the
destructive clements in the country, with the
aim of creating conditions in the SFRY for the
overthrow of the democratic self-managing
socialist system or of establishing a bureau-
cratic non-self-managing system. Individuals in
the country who engage in the kind of activ-
ities which have incriminated Viado Gotovac
are nothing but megaphones for reactionary
forces in the world, being virtually their
representatives in our country,’

All my actions and opinions are represent-
ed as the work of a servant of reactionary
circles abroad, work carried out as an itern on
their agenda. As for my own work — twenty

published books — i just does not exist; or at

least it is not considered relevant to my state- -

ments, it has no conceivible connection. At
best, I am a split man — one half a writer, the
other a hireling of international reaction.

The indictment is in no sense a psycho-
logical argurnent. It merely duplicates, in the
tritest possible way and with all the attendant
trivialities, that diabolical vehemence that used
to gather momentum at political trials, feeding
on the humiliation and intellectual and moral
degradation of its victims; the old familiar
vchemence which turmed writers into
Japanese spies, Gestapo agents, hirelings of
the British intelligence service, and so on: a
vehemence "seeking no innovations, just
victims ., .

The groundwork for my standpoint was laid
in my book Pringp Djela, written in 195565

.and publshed in 1966; whike my critical

joumal U Swakodnewom, covering the period
1965-8 and published as a book in 1970, repre-
sents its practical application in diary form.
Only at this level can my interview be
examined, understood, and seen in correct
perspective. The indictment, which does not

take cognisance of the entirety of the opinions
which are the subject of its charges, can only
be answered in the whole context. The
question whether the answer is in fact a
defence (particularly an effective one) is

The rights of the individual

For me the individual has a value above all
others ... His fingerprints are on the face of
Time. Hence, the. only free society is that in
which the individual is free, fulfilling his irre-
placeable role as partner to every other irre-
placeable role. The freedom of the individual
exists as a norm for every other freedom.

This equality of individuals is an absolute
precondition for justice, because only justice
can guarantee, to the limits of the feasible, the
living conditions for freedom. Thus, inevi-
tably, from the viewpoint of my own con-
victions, justice and freedom are united as the
indispensable foundations of man’s world.
Conditions in our society depend entirely on
conditions in the foundations. The greater the
distance from the actual moment as a prere-
quisite for creative activity, the farther the indi-
vidual, true to his uniqueness, is from every-
day life, the less mutual understanding there is
in the world, the less harmony, and the less
cooperation, justice and freedom.

All of this is, of course, diametrically
opposed to the point of view which, among
Bolsheviks for instance, is expressed by the
adage:‘When a tree is felled, the chips fly’, This
disregard for the individual and his circum-
stances, a fatalistic disregard as far as the man
in the street is concerned but sheer cynicism
among Stalinists, this lack of concern for indi-
viduak, | sec as heralding the new deluge,
which today is called totalitarianism.
Contempt for the individual inevitably leads to
contempt for the whole community, to whole-
sale nihilism. Today we are faced with the
terrible paradox of every tyranny: while pro-
claiming the individual absolutely insignifi-
cant, and speaking with contempt about his
helplessness and impotence, it then goes on to
persecute him mercilessly and to suppress
evey aspect of his uniqueness and irreplace-
ability. The destruction of the individual always
ends in general terror, with everyone be-
coming quite unscrupulous, living in constant
fear of his neighbour — the psychological
shamefulness of totalitarianism. Stalin ended
up with no adversaries, not even insignificant
and impotent ones. He began by murdering
the leaders of the revolution and ended by
destroying even those who knew, understood,
and could do — preciscly nothing.

Anyone who stimulates the uniqueness of
the individual is also stimulating diversity —
which is the usual way in which man's histon-
cal world is built. It is the only way it can be
made visble, regardless of the cost; and it &
ravaged by every attempt to substitute uni-
formity for diversity. ..

@

The temperatures during winter there are below freezing on the average,
but frequently fall below 0°F. The permanent humidity makes the suffering
and mortality even worse. :



Yugoslavia Freedom in question

“This place is accursed of God’
In the indictment I appear to have an exist-
ence only insofar as | am guilty of criminal acts
— a convenient phantom for the court. The
ion has made no attempt to discover
why it was that I came to talk to foreign
journalists, or to phrase the matter in the idiom
of the prosccution: why was 1, of all people,
chosen for this task by reactionary circles
abroad?

The prosecution does not ‘ask this question,
because it does not wish to hear the answer, an
answer that must include ah account of all that
has happened to me since January 1972, when
at 5 a.m. my flat was searched as the first step
towards my trial and a four-year sentence in
Stara Gradiska, right up to the present six-year
ostracism.

I was taken before the court on a brief
which declared that the trial was to be only
due process. The result, however, was very
simple:

1 One must not rely on the law, like a drunken
man leaning against the fence.

2 They invoke the Constitution, while they
have placed themselves outside the Constitu-
tion.

3 When the Party has already condemned
someone, what evidence of his guit do the
courts require?

In accordance with the court’s decision 1 was
sentenced to four years rigorous detention
under article 100 of the penal code. The
sentence was explained on the grounds that in
my case it was a typical dialectical transition
from quality to quantity: in other words, 1 had
written so much that my words had become
counter-revolutionary activity!

In short, it was an old-established trial, like
the present one, with no innovations: every-
thing in it had been said countless times in
countless places. And it doesn’t matter what
the names of the accused are — Mandektam,
Havel, or Gotovac. ..

Stara Gradifka — that was quitc a new
experience for me.

The first words 1 heard here were: ‘Fuck
your bitch of a mother, and that goes for those
who let you live. You ought to have had a
bullet in the forehead, not come here for us to
look after.” That was my greeting at the prison
doors from Jovo Vuji¢, the Chief (that s how
prisoners have to address warders), a broad-
shouldered ' man with a moustache — and a
powerful punch, as I was soon to discover ...

I entered a real kingdom of dankness which
made its incursions everywhere; on all sides
there was rust and mildew and a suffocating
miasma. Then there were the evening horrors
and the nightly attacks of rheumatism — and
ever-present filth, stench, and putrefaction;
everything an endiess chain of things being
churned into garbage, things rotting away
before one could even get a glimpse of them.

The>cells in Stara Grad&ka are not heated
in the winter. The corridors are open, enclosed

only with bars. Only the ‘residents room’ has
heating — from a small stove. We go inside in
shifts: one group enters, another leaves. There
are three to four hundred of us in the wing and
at most one hundred in this room at any one
time. We take tums to warm ourscives and
freeze; in the ‘residents room’ we doze, stupe-
fied by the warm and stinking atmosphere; in
the cormidor we whisper among ourselves and
shives as we shuffle along. Above the roof
drifts a steady stream of white wispy fleeces of
steam pouring out along the collection of pipes
that feeds steam to the boilers in the
compound containing the living quarters of
the prison staff. It i their firm conviction that
it is better for the steam to be lost in the at-
mosphere than be used to warm ‘crooks’, as
they normally refer to the prisoners. Hence
the steam i§ carmied away outside the prison
buildings.

Somewhere in the Bible it says: “It is terrible
to fall into the hands of the living God." In
Stara Gradi¥ka one learns how terrible it is to
fall into the hands of humanists. And not only
because of the steam; for prisoners ofien get
beaten up or put into solitary confinement:
and every time there is something different in
storc — but always bad or even worse than
before.

In my cell there were 32 of us — murderers,
housebreakers, swindlers, a man sentenced for
terrorism, and myself, nearly all serving long
sentences. For the most part they were
brutish, cruel crafty men, prepared to do any-
thing to improve their lot. The prison staff are
aware of this and exploit it: they make skilful
use of promises, privileges, and work places,
demanding in return ‘cooperation’ — first and
foremost denunciation and provocation of
political prisoners. Thus Djuro Kopic., serving
a sentence for murder. had a knife made. with

the intention of killing me one night; and he -

was convinced that he would not be punished.
His scheme miscarried; but he was rewarded
for his initiative with a job in the prison
surgery. .
Political prisoners in Stara Gradiska are
bilieted not only with murderers, pickpockets,
housebreakers, and sexual deviants, but also
with men sentenced to aare and medical treat-
memt — disturbed alcoholics, insane people,
mental deficients, and men almost completely
ravaged by syphilis. This termifying motley
crew is handled in a completely arbitrary and
thoughtless manner. At any moment anything
is possible. For instance: DraZen Budifa was
given one month’s solitary merely for lending
another prisoner a French-Croatian diction-
ary. Someone informed my education officer,

~Djordje Mamula, that I was writing some-

thing. One afternoon he came to our cell and
ordered a search, shouting : ‘Confiscate and
burn every scrap of writing you find, except
letters.” And Chief Milo¥evi¢ said: ‘I am God
to you. No one can come to your rescue.’
No books from outside are allowed in Stara

Grad®ka, no published material; and nothing
may be written except letters.

Almost every day some prisoner would
swallow a spoon or a piece of wire, or stick a
knife into his stomach, taking care not to
injure the intestines — not something that
everyone can manage! Sometimes someone
would cut off a Iumy of his flesh. Ali this to get
out of Stara Gradiska, at least for a while: to
escape from hunger, beatings, the cold and
damp, the solitary confinement; just for a
breathing spell in hospital.

Sometimes in the afternoon, the duty
education officer and Chiefs would organise
boxing matches between insane prisoners. The
winner received a prize of cigarettes. The
wretched fighters would hammer away at each
other awkwardly and crazily, but with
merciless tenacity. These humiliating ex-
hibitions raised storms of laughter and cynical
cheers. On these occasions I was particularly
saddened by the fate of Slavko Rajs, a childish
youth from the outskirts of Karlovac who was
in prison because of his unpredictabie
behavjour during unpredictable fits. I man-
aged to befriend him by giving him paper and
paints. as he enjoyed painting. When | was
released. a whole collection of his water
colours and drawings was taken from me. |
managed to get away with one moving
memento of him and Stara Gradiska, a
drawing on which he had written a dedication
to me: “This place is accursed of God a lasting
keepsake from your good and faithful com-
rade and friend, Slavko Rajs.’

In  Stara Gradika everyone feels
abandoned. The arbitrary severity of the staff
is so much in evidence: and what may happen
at any moment is so unpredictable. All official
visits and inspections take place in our
absence: and any complaints are answered by
confronting the prisoner with the prison stafT,
so that the result is usually a beating and soli-
tary confinement. Hence the insane live in
fear, hence Rajs is afflicted with constant
apprehension ... 1 was not beaten in prison;
but that does not diminish my human duty to
reiterate: the prison in Stara Graditka should
be demolished.

According to.the prosecution, I have freely
enjoyed my ‘Constitutional Rights’, my *basic
human rights dnd freedom’, both at my trial
and since, up to the present day ... But there
is a difference between those rights and the
state of affairs as expressed in all my inter-
views: and because that difference does exist,
in the shape of my concrete, personal
dramatic experience, and has been embodied
in my thinking, I am explaining it and seeking
a decision that will eliminate it, or at least
reduce it to negligible proportions, for every-
one’s sake; and that is why foreign journalists
have been interviewing me . ..

Translated from the Croatian by Dorian
Cooke.

[ 7]
The infamous order given by the late dictator Tito to Yugoslav courts to
be even more draconian during the 1972 purges in Croatia of which Mr.
Gotovac was one of the countless victims. Just in those purges the number
of people imprisoned, fired from their professions, made homeless, relative
to the population of Croatia, would be 1,100,000 Americans.Yet the "free
world" hardly even whispered.

&



YOUR TURN

For speaking his opinion,
my husband is behind the
bars of a Yugoslav prison

By Bozena Veselica

s the wife of Dr. Marko

Veselica, a state prisoner in

Yugoslavia, I have decided to

address myself to you and ask for
help.

On Sept. 9, 1981, my husband was
sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment, al-
though his only sin was that he declared
his opinion. This is his second punishment.
He was sentenced for the first time in 1972,
to seven years of severe imprisonment, and
served six years of his sentence in the Stara
Gradi$ka prison. (This prison has been on
the list for abolishment for years because it
doesn’t meet the minimal living condi-
tions.)

After he had completed his studies at
the Faculty of Economics in Zagreb,
Croatia, in 1960, my husband became an
assistant lecturer at the Department of
Political Economy. In 1967, he obtained his
doctorate in economics and was lecturing
at the university until 1972, when he was
arrested.

My husband was not only engaged in
scientific research but was also prominent
in the social and political life of the

Los Angeles Herald Examiner
Friday, December 11, 1981

country. He became a member of the
League of Communists when he was 18 and
was a prominent leader of the Student
Union and the member of the Central
Committee of the Socialist Youth League in
Croatia. In 1968, he became the secretary of
the Faculty League of Communists, and in
1969 became a delegate to the Social and
Political Chamber of the Federal Assembly
in Belgrade. He was concerned with the
problems of economic and social develop-
ment in Yugoslavia and participated in
conferences and discussion on basic social
and economic problems.

In 1964, he became a member of the
Confederation of Trade Unions’ Commis-
sion for Education and Culture, and after a
period of time he was elected president of
the Commission for Social and Economic
Relations.

As the result of his work in the trade
union, he was elected delegate to the
Second Congress of Self-Managing Work-
ers.

In 1972, he was excluded from the
highest body of the trade unions without
any democratic dialogue, suspended from
the faculty and, in spite of his immunity as
a people’s deputy, was arrested on Jan. 11,
because all the work that my husband had
been legally performing on various politi-
cal bodies was said to be “nationalism and
counter-revolutionary activity.”

After he had served his sentence under
horrible conditions in Stara Gradifka
prison. my husband was employed by a
small firm in Zagreb at a minimal salary.
Although he had not spoken in public for
three years, some politicians kept talking
about him as if he were a People’s Enemy
No. 1. Because of that, we have been living
under constant pressure. In September
1980, my husband was interviewed by a
journalist from Der Spiegel to say the truth
about himself and to testify about prosecu-
tion and events of 1971. This interview
caused many troubles and, on April 24,
1981, my husband was arrested again.
Because of horrible conditions .in the
prison and inadequate medical help, he
had to undergo an operation.

He was tried from Aug. 31-Sept. 9, 1981.
My husband is a prisoner of conscience

because he is charged with declaring his
belief and opinion, which in no way can be
any form of violence. He has been fighting
all his life for development, democracy and
equality of all the nations as well as against
violence and injustice, but now he is
himself their victim.

The sentence which has been passed on
him is absurd, unbelievable. It is equal to
the killing of my husband, because he has
already served the sentence of six years.
This horrible punishment has made me
write to you, because I still believe that
something can be done to help my
husband.

I appeal to all the people of good will
and ask them for help to influence the
government in Yugoslavia and to make
them re-examine and quash, or at least
mitigate radically, his sentence, which is a
violation of the rights that the government
guarantees to all its citizens. I think that
the best thing will be if individuals, groups
and institutions address themselves to the
government of Yugoslavia and the Socialist
Republic of Croatia.

Originally my intention was not to
appeal across the borders of my country,
but I was forced to do so because in my
country nobody has will and strength to
help. I addressed myself to all the leading
politicians in Yugoslavia while my husband
was seriously ill in a hospital, but the only
answer was the 11 years’ imprisonment.

Our belief is that you will support us in
our efforts. @
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ELEVEN YEARS IN PRISON FOR AN INTERVIEW

In August 1980 Dr. Marko Veselica, a leading Croatian economist
and former deputy in the Yugoslav Federal Parliament, gave an interview
to West Germany's leading weekly Der Spiegel. This interview was
subsequently published in a brochure titled The Croatian National
Question~-Yugoslavia's Achilles Heel. 1In this interview, Dr. Veselica
described the key problems of today's Yugoslavia. One cannot read
this interview without being touched by the courage, deep humani- OBZQ].S/&Z»
tarianism and democratic thoughts of this noble man.

In April 1981 Dr. Veselica was arrested because of this interview.
The controlled press of Yugoslavia sentenced him even before his
"trial." 1In desperate protest Dr. Veselica began a hunger strike. He
became seriously ill as a result and a series of operations were per=-
formed on him (stomach, colon). Although Dr. Veselica was very ill,
his "trial" suddenly began in early September 1981 in order to prevent
foreign correspondents from attending it. To illustrate the standard
methods of Yugoslav fascists, let us describe their "evidence of
guilt."

The standard method is to provide "evidence" for connections with
the "fascist remnants abroad."” The key witnesses were two 80-year old
women, one blind and the other an immobile invalid. The secret service
forced them to cooperate with the threat of losing the apartment in
which they live together. The chronic and very acute housing shortage
is a well planned method of oppression--only "good" Croatians are
entitled to one and only after years of waiting and proving one's
"goodness."” It is also a method that ensures the negative population
growth rate of the Croatian nation. However, in court the two 80-year
0ld witnesses, Zora Heger and Zdenka Grkovic, recanted and said that
they had never met Dr. Veselica, much less sent his letters abroad.

Degperately the police searched for a new "witness." They found
one in Mrs. Mila Sram, 69 years old and dying of a double terminal
cancer. She went to Switzerland several times for medical treatment,
and this was an opportunity for the police fabrications. The police
threatened that dying woman with taking away her medicine. In court
she accused Dr. Veselica and then, tormented with her "admission,"
screamed to the audience that the police interrogated her for seven
days continuously to enforce this and fell unconscious.

Dr. Veselica was sentenced to 11 (eleven) years at hard labor
for his horrible crime~—giving an interview. The reactionary Serbian
clique that rules Yugoslavia silenced one more among tens of thousands
of innocent Croation workers, students and intellectuals. Only two
days later, Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger, the new assistant secretary at
the U.S. State Department and an old apologist for Serbian reaction-
aries, gave his scandalous speech in which he professed his eternal
love for Yugoslavia's terrorist government.



Enclosed is a letter that Dr. Veselica's courageous wife and
daughters sent to the West. Please help the innocent prisoners of
conscience in Yugoslavia. Do not ignore; raise your voices. Pressure
on the Yugoslav fascist government will moderate its terror on its own
population. At least it is easier to rot and die in abominable
prisons in Croatia if one is not forgotten.

Please protest against the terror in Yugoslavia. Join the
committees for saving Dr. Veselica; help form their branches in your
community. For information please contact:

Professor Jozo Vrbic Mrs. Marija Levic
P.O. Box 2939 2042 N. Hobart Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94401 Los Angeles CA 90027
Father Castimir Majic Professor Mate Mestrovic
4851 Drexel Boulevard 10 Ackerman Road
Chicago IL 60615 Saddle River NY 11103

In Australia: In France:
Mr. Mario Sime Despoja Professor Mirko Vidovic
11 Dryanda Drive Tour Panoramique 31
Bellair, SA 5052 69009 Lyon

In England: In Germany:
Nova Hrvatska Hans Peter Rullmann
30 Fleet Street Hudtwalckerstrasse 26
London EC4Y 1AJ 2000 Hamburg 60

Please help, in spite of the fact that small groups within the
U.S. media and the State Department try to censor news about the
fascist terror in Yugoslavia. Supporting fascist Yugoslavia and a
coverup of its countless monstrous crimes is not in the interest of
the United states. U.S. taxpayers should not finance the genocide of
enslaved Croatians in Yugoslavia (i.e., Greater Serbia).

Please obtain the 1982 report by Amnesty International on prison=
ers of conscience in Yugoslavia:

Yugoslavia~~Prisoners of Conscience
Amnesty International

304 West 58th Street

New York, New York 10019

Although far from being complete, the report provides good insight
into the most repressive regime in Europe.

Dr. Veselica's interview can be obtained ($5.00) at:

Croatian National Congress Nova Hrvatska
P.0O. Box 3088 30 Fleet Stret
Steinway Station London EC4Y 1AJ

New York, New York 11103 United Kingdom



Other recent information:

. The police state of Yugoslavia disbarred Dr. Veselica's
attorney for the "audacity" of defending him.

. As is common practice, the police state of Yugoslavia
increased the sentence of 18-year old student Dobroslav
Paraga from three to five years. He was sentenced for
collecting the signatures for a petition for the release
of political prisoners. His colleague, Ernest Brajder,
died under torture for the same "offense.”" Although his
sentence and the petition itself were totally ignored by
the U.S. media, the gradual increases of sentences of
political prisoners is common practice, after the possible
initial interest of world opinion wanes.

. Please help warn the West German government that Yugoslav
fascists have started to collect German hostages to
exchange them for their assassins abroad who were caught
in West Germany. This is their standard practice. Yugo-
slav secret service terrorist Luka Vidmar (lost a leg
during the bombing of an Austrian museum) and Marina Blaj
were recently exchanged for an Austrian "spy"--Mr.
Gerhard Lachuer. Would-~be assassin, Svilar, was not long
ago exchanged for another "spy," German social worker Mr.
Eberhard de Haan. This brazen practice of taking hos-
tages and exchanging them for convicted assassins can be
particularly illustrated by the fact that Mr. Haan, a
"spy," was later praised by the same Yugoslav government
for his social work, as if nothing had happened. Just
within the last four months 14 political dissidents were
assassinated abroad (West Germany 9, Belgium 3, France 1,
Switzerland 1), making the Yugoslav government the most
dangerous terrorist group. In West Germany there are
currently three separate trials of assassins or would-be
assassins who were caught. Americans visiting Yugoslavia
could also become hostages required for exchange for these
Yugoslav secret service agents.

. Please demand an immediate congressional. investigation
into the behavior and motives of Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger.
His blatant support of the Yugoslav terrorist government
is becoming an embarrassment for even his staunchest
supporters at the State Department. He is the remnant
of the totally bankrupt and immoral policies toward
Yugoslavia of the Carter Administration. His personal
support of the terrorist thugs who presently rule
Yugoslavia is highly unprofessional and is directly
against the interests of the United States. His pressure
and manipulation of the U.S. bankers (conference April
22 and 23) is unprecedented. Because of his active role
in suppression of information on massive and abominable
human rights violations in Yugoslavia, Mr. Eagleburger
should at least be digqualified from participating in
all government policy issues regarding Yugoslavia.






UPDATE 1

AMERICANS OF CROATIAN ORIGIN AND ALL CONCERNED AND DEMOCRATIC
AMERICANS

The terror, oppression and massacres of innocent
Croatians are again on the increase in Yugoslavia. The
reactionary and chauvinistic oppressors are conducting a
policy of systematic genocide of the Croatian nation. Their
®"final solution™ is to establish Great Serbia in Yugoslavia.
The continuous racist and reactionary terror, within a
framework of fascist dictatorship, is combined with forced
assimilation, destruction of Croatian cultural institutions,
forced political and economic emigration of Croatians,
suppression of the Croatian language and culture. Leading
Croatian intellectuals are being murdered, imprisoned,
tortured. Thousands are forbidden to work. The number
of "suicides™ during police interrogation is alarmingly
high. The number of Croatian political prisoners relative
to the population is the highest on earth. More than half
of the Croatian territory was given, as a present, to other
"republics;" Croatians of Moslem and Orthodox religion
are even forbidden to call themselves Croatians.

The savage red-Gestapo of Yugoslavia is mortally afraid
of truth and is spreading a well organized and financed
campaign of terror and misinformation, even abroad. More
than 100 exile-Croatians have been assassinated worldwide
by the Yugoslav secret service. Blackmail and spying on
a U.S. citizen of Croatian origin is standard routine.

The U.S. taxpayer should not support the Yugoslav
terrorist government anymore. The past U.S. policy toward
one of the main bases of .international terrorism is unethical
and not in the interest of the U.S. The so-gullible press-
media cannot obtain the truth about Yugoslavia from the
Serbian sources in Belgrade or the official propaganda.

The documents about the terror in Yugoslavia are now
available. Most of these documents are from Croatians who
are leading Communist Party members. After an entire genera-
tion of Croatians was slaughtered in 1945 (the so-called
Bleiburg genocide) for being "enemies of the state,”
"fascists," etc., now even Croatians who are leading party
members are being persecuted. This fact is simple proof that
in Yugoslavia the entire Croatian nation is brutally oppressed,
not because of ideology but because of the Serbian policy of
territorial expansion.

Please, also send your badly needed contributions.



1. Dr. M. Veselica: The Croatian National Question
(English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00

Dr. Veselica is a leading Croatian economist, high
ranking party member and university professor. Because
of this courageous interview for a West German weekly in
January 1980, Dr. Veselica has been arrested. In a desperate
protest he went on a hunger strike and was brutally force-fed.
In September 1981, two days before U.S. Secretary of State
Alexander Haig visited Yugoslavia, a kangaroo cQurt sentenced
Dr. Veselica to ELEVEN years in prison--for giving a moderate
and deeply humanistic interview. Please, read th%s interview
and demand a fundamental revision of the U.S. policy and
attitude toward the terrorist government of Yugoslavia.
Demand at least moral support for the innocent victims.

2. Dr. F. Tudman: Croatia on Trial (English, Croatian,
German)~--=$5.00

Because of his interview for Swedish television, this
leading historian, university professor and Tito's partisan-
general is now in prison. The booklet contains his defense
speech during his "trial"™ in April 1981. The main "offense"
of Dr. F. Tudman was to scientifically refute the "black
legends™ about civil war in Croatia during World war II.

3. Letters Against Tyranny (English, Croatian)--$5.00

Contains several open letters (April 1981) to the
Yugoslav terrorist government from leading Croatian intel-
lectuals. A petition by 43 courageous Croatian intellectuals
demanding the release of all political prisoners resulted in
numerous arrests and torture. At least one cosigner, E.
Brajder, died during torture.

4. "Confession” (English, Croatian, German,)--$5.00

An authentic document on torture methods in Yugoslavia.
This innocent victim, engineer V. Markovic, is still in
prison.

5. Dr. M. Mestrovic: Violations of Human and National
Rights of the Croatian People in Yugoslavia (English)
$5.00

This is another excellent overview of the tragedy in
Croatia. It was submitted to the "Helsinki-3" conference
in Madrid in March 1981. Required reading.

6. H. Rullmann: Assassinations Commissioned By Belgrade
(English, German)~--5$5.00

A summary review of more than 100 recent assassinations
by the Yugoslav secret service of prominent exile-Croatians.
The list is far from being complete. Since it was published(1980)
there have been eleven more assassinations and nine assassina-
tion attempts. Compared to the Yugoslav terror abroad,
Libya's Khadaffi looks almost innocent. Yet assassinations
by Yugoslav secret service, even in the U.S., are hardly
even reported in the media, while the U.S. government broke
diplomatic relations with Libya.



7. Dr. I. Supek: Heretic of the Left (Croatian
only)--$20.00

A leading Croatian nuclear physicist and humanist on
the terror in Croatia.

The above and other documents can be purchased at:

Nova Hrvatska Croatian National Congress
30 Fleet Street P.0O. Box 3088

London EC4Y 1AJ Steinway Station

United Kingdom New York, New York 11103

Telephone: 213/726-8286

Please, send your financial contribution and give this
advertisement to other human and peace loving Americans.
Do not ignore the innocent victoms of terror in Yugoslavia.
For example, in just three weeks (August 9-August 30, 1981)
Serbian military courts gave more than 3,000 years in prison
to approximately 250 Albanians of Kosovo Province. This was
reported even in Yugoslav newspapers yet ignored in the U.S.
media. A sample of the sentences: 16 and 17 year old students
Gani Koci and Bajram Kusumi--15 years in prison for removing
a picture of late Yugoslav dictator Tito; Ruzdi Hajolini and
Zijadin Hoxha--15 years for participation in demonstrations;
Nexhat Terstena and Abdyl Zymberi, highschool students--10
years for participating in demonstrations; their professors
between three and five years in prison for having such "bad"
students. Parents of the victims of this terror are forced
to "demand" draconic punishment for their children. Of
course, completely unreported are numerous secret executions
of Albanians for their uprising against Serbian aggression.
The Kosovo province is completely sealed and forbidden for
both foreign and Yugoslav reporters; the elite Yugoslav
troops, specially trained for combat with the unarmed civil-
ians and comprised of Serbian soldiers only, have killed
more than 4,000 people already. Whole regions were defoliated
by chemicals to expose people hiding from the terror in woods.
And this is happening now, in the middle of Europe, not
Afghanistan, while Deputy Secretary L. Eagleburger makes
his scandalous statements about the support to the Yugoslav
Nazi-regime and while Secretary A. Haig visits and confers
with the henchmen who still have warm blood from their newest
innocent victims on their hands.

If you are afraid of the Yugoslav secret service in the
U.S., use a false name and neighbor's address and a domestic

money order.

PS: Enclosed are excerpts from the defense speech, which were
recently smuggled out of the country, of Professor Vlado
Gotovac, prominent Croatian poet, writer, journalist and
former editor of several leading literary magazines. Mr.
Gotovac is again in the infamous prison Stara Gradiska--
for a horrible crime--interviews with western journalists
in 1977--three years ago. He was sentenced by "the most
humane government in the world" and by a government which
was host to the Helsinki-2 conference and which signed and
so loudly voiced support of human rights., Help protect
and save Professor Gotovac and numerous other innocent
Croatians.
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Vlado Gotovac

Freedom in question

Viado Gotovac is a distinguished Croation writer,
poet and journalist who has not been allowed to
publish a word since his first arrest in January
1972. Born in 1920, Gotovac had been publishing
collections of verse since 1956 and was for some
years the publisher and editor of a number of fine
literary magazines, as well as a radio and TV
Journalist. Having already spent four years in jail
Jollowing his 1972 trial, he was again arrested and
put on trial in June ]98], when he was sentenced
o two years' imprisonment.

Ar this trial, held in Zagreb between 2 and 4
June 1981, Viado Gotovac made an impassioned
speech in his own defence, in which he defended
the freedom of the individual and gave a
harrowing account of his imprisonmert in Stara
Gradika The speech is too long to reproduce
here in its entirety. for example, Gotovac deals at
great length with the compliazted issue of the
Yugosiav nationalities; we have excerpted the
passages which deal with our kind of concern.

My defence will be made up of facts which
the indictment failed to mention.

My defence means the exercise of my
freedom — as the Apostle Paul wrote: ‘Why is
my liberty judged of another man's con-
science” An innocent man defends himself by
iterating the truth. That is all he can do in his
own defence. When the truth is disregarded by
the prosecution, whether by accident or
design, he still has a duty to it.

But what is truth?

There is-only one answer, It is the way in
which Time in the long term, the very basis of
a society, enables that society to make judg-
ments about itsel§ and other societies. One
human society and one truth — they are the
same thing. Hence the validity of Bohr's
dictum: ‘The contrary of an accurate state-
ment is a false statement. But the contrary of a
profound truth may be another profound
truth.’

My defence is therefore the fulfilment of
my duty towards the truth regardless of
success or failure; in any other respect it is
completely meaningless. According to
Koestler, one must resist evil even when it is a

_hopeless task. In other words, my innocence is

30 evident that the indictment can stand only if
there is a complete disregard for the truth.
Accordingly, I am reiterating the truth from a
sense of duty and without hope.

Why, then, am I on trial?

When we come to assess and explain the
situation in our society there are differences

between me and those who at the moment
represent the official point of view and its
implementation, an implementation which, as
shown by this trial, proscribes and forcibly
suppresses any such differences. Only one
point of view is permitted — to jail with any-
one else’s! That, or something bike it, is what
Tomski said.

But a ban on differing points of view means
the death of freedom because the right that
freedom guarantees is always the rght to
differ; the right championed in the famous,
albeit hackneyed, saying of Voltaire: ‘T dis-
approve of what you say; but I will defend to
the death your right to say it.’ Then there are
the less famous, but forceful and equally
brilliant, words of Rosa Luxemburg: ‘Free-
dom only for the adherents of the authorities,
for the members of one party, however
numerous they may be, is not freedom.
Freedom is only freedom to think differently.
Not because of any fanatical devotion to
“justice™, but because it is the very pith and
marrow of all that is edifying and worthwhile,
all that is health-giving in political freedom;
and the benefits of that freedom are nullified if
“freedom™ becomes a privilege.'

Nothing is changed by proclaiming every
heterodox opinion a danger to the community.
This does not safeguard freedom, but trans-
forms it into duplicity and indifference, which
in turn substitute calumny and acrimony for
argument. To reduce freedom to the freedom
of conformists is tantamount to imposing a
monologue by decree — a naked, noisesome
monster whose sole talking partner is its own
echo; this means an end to the difference
between freedom and tyranny. There is
danger only in an opinion which stifles other
opinions. .

Lenin once complained: ‘In our movement
there is less and less dreaming.” In other words,
he was worrying about that exalted, but
already threatened, generator of progress of
which freedom is a prerequisite. With Stalin
that worry disappeared; but for the custodians
of freedom it increased ... and so there was
less and less progress and increasing tre-
pidation, as the situation led to the rearing of
policemen, not dreamers. The upshot was to
be what today we call Stalinism, the most effic-
ient form of struggling for Utopia by deva-
stating man.

At this trial, then, freedom is in question. |
am accused of abusing it in my statements to
foreign journalists, statements concerned with
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three subjects:

the civil rights of the individual;

the rights of the nationalities;

relations between the various nationalities.
The indictment alleges: “The activities of the
accused are an integral past of a campaign by
reactionary forces in the world, including
those forces which are trying to drag the non-
aligned Socialist Federal Republic of Yugo-
slavia into their bloc for the purpose of de-
stabilising the unity of the peoples and
nationalities of the SFRY and inciting all the
destructive elements in the country, with the
aim of creating conditions in the SFRY for the
overthrow of the democratic self-managing
socialist system or of establishing a bureau-
cratic non-sell-managing system. Individuals in
the country who engage in the kind of activ-
ities which have incriminated Viado Gotovac
are nothing but megaphones for reactionary
forces in the world, being virtually their
representatives in our country.’

All my actions and opinions are represent-
ed as the work of a servant of reactionary
circles abroad, work carried out as an item on
their agenda. As for my own work — twenty

published books — & just does not exist; or at
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least it is not considered relevant to my state- -

ments, it has no conceivable connection. At
best, I am a split man — one half a writer, the
other a hireling of international reaction.

The indictment is in no sense a psycho-
logical argument. It merely duplicates, in the
tritest possible way and with all the attendant
trivialities, that diabolical vehemence that used
to gather momentum at political trials, feeding
on the humiliation and intellectual and moral
degradation of #ts victims; the old familiar
vehemence which tumed writers into
Japanese spies, Gestapo agents, hirelings of
the British intelligence service, and so on; a
vehemence "seeking no innovations, just
victims . ..

The groundwork for my standpoint was laid
in my book Pringp Djela, written in 195565

.-and published in 1966; while my critical

journal U Swakodnewom, covering the period
19658 and published as a book in 1970, repre-
sents its practical application in diary form.
Only at this level cun my interview be
examined, understood, and seen in correct
perspective. The indictment, which does not

take cognisance of the entirety of the opinions
which are the subject of its charges, can only
be answered in the whole context. The
question whether the answer is in fact a
defence (particularly an effective one) is
meaningiess.

The rights of the individual

For me the individual has a value above all
others. .. His fingerprints are on the face of
Time. Hence, the only free society is that in
which the individual is free, fulfilling his irre-
placeable role as partner to every other irre-
placcable role. The freedom of the individual
exists as a nomm for every other freedom.

This equality of individuals is an absolute
precondition for pustice, because only justice
can guarantee, to the limits of the feasible, the
living conditions for freedom. Thus, inevi-
tably, from the viewpoint of my own con-
victions, justice and freedom are united as the
indispensable foundations of man's world.
Conditions in our society depend entirely on
conditions in the foundations. The greater the
distance from the actual moment as a prere-
quisite for creative activity, the farther the indi-
vidual, true to his uniqueness, is from every-
day life, the less mutual understanding there is
in the world, the less harmony, and the less
cooperation, justice and freedom.

All of this &, of course, diametrically
opposed to the point of view which, among
Bolsheviks for instance, & expressed by the
adage:‘When a tree is felled, the chips fly". This
disregard for the individual and his circum-
stances, a fatalistic disregard as far as the man
in the street is concerned but sheer cynicism
among Stalinists, this lack of concem for indi-
viduals, | sec as herakding the new deluge,
which today & called totalitarianism.
Contempt for the individual inevitably leads to
contempt for the whole community, to whole-
sale nihilism. Today we are faced with the
terrible paradox of every tyranny: while pro-
claiming the individual absolutely insignifi-
cant, and speaking with contempt about his
heliplessness and impotence, it then goes on to
persecute him mercilessly and to suppress
evey aspect of his uniqueness and irreplace-
ability. The destruction of the individual always
ends in general terror, with everyone be-
coming quite unscrupulous, living in constant
fear of his neighbour — the psychological
shamefulness of totalitarianism. Stalin ended
up with no adversaries, not even insignificant
and impotent ones. He began by murdering
the leaders of the revolution and ended by
destroying even those who knew, understood,
and could do — precisely nothing.

Anyone who stimulates the uniqueness of
the individual is also stimulating diversity —
which is the usual way in which man's histori-
cal world is built. It is the only way it can be
made viable, regardless of the cost; and it is
ravaged by every attempt to substitute uni-
formity for diversity ...

@

The temperatures during winter there are below freezing on the average,
but frequently fall below 0°F. The permanent humidity makes the suffering
and mortality even worse. :
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“This place is acoursed of God’

In the indictment | appear to have an exist-
ence only insofar as | am guilty of criminal acts
— a convenient phantom for the court. The
prosecution has made no attempt to discover
why it was that I came to tak to foreign
pm-nalsts.ortophrasedremattcrmthendlom
of the : why was I, of all people,
chosen for this task by reactionary circles
abroad?

The prosecution does not ‘ask this question,
because it does not wish to hear the answer, an
answer that must include an account of all that
has happened to me since January 1972, when
at 5 am. my flat was scarched as the first step
towards my trial and a four-year sentence in
Stara GradiSka, right up to the present six-year
ostracism.

1 was taken before the court on a brief
which declared that the trial was to be only
due process. The result, however, was very
simple:

1 One must not rely on the law, like a drunken
man leaning against the fence.

2 They invoke the Constitution, while they
have placed themselves outside the Constitu-
tion.

3 When the Party has already condemned
someone, what evidence of his guilt do the
courts require?

In accordance with the court’s decision I was
sentenced to four years rigorous detention
under article 100 of the penal code. The
sentence was explained on the grounds that in
my case it was a typical dialectical transition
from quality to quantity: in other words, 1 had
written so much that my words had become
counter-revolutionary activity!

In short, #t was an old-established trial, like
the present one, with no innovations: every-
thing in it had been said countless times in
countless places. And it doesn’t matter what
the names of the accused are — Mandelstam,
Havel, or Gotovac ...

Stara Gradifka — that was quite a new
experience for me.

The first words [ heard here were: ‘Fuck
your bitch of a mother, and that goes for those
who let you live. You ought to have had a
bullet in the forehead, not come here for us to
look after.’ That was my greeting at the prison
doors from Jovo Vuji¢, the Chief (that is how
prisoners have 10 address warders), a broad-
shouldered 'man with a2 moustache — and a
powerful punch, as | was soon to discover ...

I entered a real kingdom of dankness which
made its incursions everywhere: on all sides
there was rust and mildew and a suffocating
miasma. Then there were the evening horrors
and the nightly attacks of rheumatism — and
ever-present filth, stench, and putrefaction;
everything an endless chain of things being
churned into garbage, things rotting away
before one could even get a glimpse of them.

The cells in Stara Grad®ka are not heated
in the winter. The corridors are open, enclosed

only with bars. Only the ‘residents room’ has
heating — from a small stove. We go inside in
shifts: one group enters, another leaves. There
are three to four hundred of us in the wing and
at most one hundred in this room at any one
time. We take turns to warm ourselves and
freeze; in the ‘residents room’ we doze, stupe-
fied by the warm and stinking atmosphere; in
the comridor we whisper among ourselves and
shiver as we shuffle along. Above the roof
drifts a steady stream of white wispy fleeces of
steam pouring out along the collection of pipes
that feeds steam to the boilers in the
compound containing the living quarters of
the prison staff. It is their firm conviction that
it is better for the steam to be lost in the at-
mosphere than be used to warm ‘crooks’, as
they normally refer to the prisoners. Hence
the steam ig carried away outside the prison
buildings.

Somewhere in the Bible it says: ‘It is terrible
to fall into the hands of the living God.' In
Stara Gradi¥ka one learns how terrible it is to
fall into the hands of humanists. And not only
because of the steam; for prisoners often get
beaten up or put into solitary confinemem:
and every time there is something different in
store — but always bad or even worse than
before.

In my cell there were 32 of us — murderers,
housebreakers, swindlers, a man sentenced for
terrorism, and myself, nearly all serving long
sentences. For the most part they were
brutish, crue! crafty men, prepared to do any-
thing to improve their lot. The prison staff are
aware of this and exploit it: they make skilful
use of promises, privileges, and work places.
demanding in return ‘cooperation’ — first and
foremost denunciation and provocation of
political prisoners. Thus Djuro Kopic, serving
a sentence for murder, had a knife made, with

the intention of killing me one night; and he -

was convinced that he would not be punished.
His scheme miscarmied; but he was rewarded
for his inftiative with a job in the prison
surgery.

Political prisoners in Stara Gradiska are
billeted not only with murderers, pickpockets,
housebreakers, and sexual deviants, but also
with men sentenced to care and medical treat-
ment — disturbed alcoholics, insane people,
mental deficients, and men almost compietely
ravaged by syphilis. This terrifying motiey
crew is handled in a completely arbitrary and
thoughtless manner. At any moment dnylhmg
is possible. For instance; DraZen Budifa was
given one month’s solitary merely for lending
another prisoner a French-Croatian diction-
ary. Someone informed my education officer,

~Djordje Mamula, that 1 was writing some-

thing. One aftemoon he came to our cell and
ordered a search, shouting : “Confiscate and
bumn every scrap of writing you find, except
letters.” And Chief Milofevi¢ said: ‘I am God
to you. No one can come to your rescue.’
No books from outside are allowed in Stara

Gradika, no published material; and nothing
may be written except letters.

Almost every day some prisoner would
swallow a spoon or a piece of wire, or stick a
knife into his stomach, taking care not to
injure the intestines — not something that
everyone can manage! Sometimes someone
would cut off a lump of his flesh. Ali this to get
out of Stara Gradiska, at least for a while: to
escape from hunger, beatings, the cold and
damp, the solitary confinement; just for a
breathing spell in hospital.

Sometimes in the afternoon, the duty
education officer and Chiefs would organise
boxing matches between insane prisoners. The
winner received a prize of cigarettes. The
wretched fighters would hammer away at each
other awkwardly and crazily, but with
merciless tenacity. These humiliating ex-
hibitions raised storms of laughter and cynical
cheers. On these occasions 1 was particufarly
saddened by the fate of Slavko Rayjs, a childish
youth from the outskirts of Karlovac who was
in prison because of his unpredictable
behavjour during unpredictable fits. 1 man-
aged to befriend him by giving him paper and
paints. as he enjoyed painting. When 1 was
released. a whole collection of his water
colours and drawings was taken from me. |
managed to get away with one moving
memento of him and Stara Gradiska, a
drawing on which he had written a dedication
to me: “This place is accursed of God a lasting
keepsake from your good and faithful com-
rade and fnend, Slavko Rajs.*

In Stara Gradifka everyone feels
abandoned. The arbitrary severity of the stafl
is so much in evidence:; and what may happen
at any moment is so unpredictable. All official
visits and inspections lake place in our
absence: and any complaints are answered by
confronting the prisoner with the prison staff,
so that the result is usuaily a beating and soli-
tary confinement. Hence the insane live in
fear, hence Rajs is afflicted with constant
apprehension ... 1 was not beaten in prison;
but that does not diminish my human duty to
reiterate: the prison in Stara Graditka should
be demolished.

According to:the prosecution, I have freely
enjoyed my ‘Constitutional Rights’, my ‘basic
human rights 4nd freedom’, both at my trial
and since, up to the present day ... But there
is a difference between those rights and the
state of affairs as expressed in all my inter-
views: and because that difference does exist,
in the shape of my concrete, personal
dramatic experience, and has been embodied
in my thinking, I am explaining it and seeking
a decision that will eliminate it, or at least
reduce it to negligible proportions, for every-
one’s sake; and that is why forelgn Jjoumnalists
have been interviewing me .

Transiated from the Croatian by Dorian
Cooke.

fa
The infamous order given by the late dictator Tito to Yugoslav courts to
be even more draconian during the 1972 purges in Croatia of which Mr.
Gotovac was one of the countless victims. Just in those purges the number
of people imprisoned, fired from their professions, made homeless, relative
to the population of Croatia, would be 1,100,000 Americans.Yet the "free
world" hardly even whispered,

&



Forgetting history:

by C. Michael McAdams

AN AMERICAN PASTIME

The new year, 1982 begins with
the eves of the world upon Poland
where a massive military crack-
down has taken place. To many
Westerners the struggle in Poland
appears to be one of communism
versus democraey. In fact, the
struggle is related almost entirely to
economics. The Solidarity
Movement was born of an
economy that has suffered under
the guidance of the Communist
Party in which exists today only on
hard currency provided by the
Western nations.

The Solidarity Movement began
a liberalization in Poland which
took a period of time to bear fruit.
Gradually new books appeared,
even books critical of the govern-
ment. People began to worship
more freely and even the state-
controlled media began to take a
more open tone. But, in December
1981, the Party was purged and the
liberalization movement was
crushed by General Wajciech
Jaruzelski. This should have come
as no surprise in the West as this
man previously headed the secret
police and was instrumental in the
Polish participation in the crushing
of the Czech Spring in 1968.

Despite the obvious, the West
has reacted to the Polish crisis with
surprise and outrage. Virtually
every Western nation, including
such socialist-led countries as
France, have at least verbally
condemned the action in Poland.
The American press; radio,
television and newspapers; has
been filled with stories about the
Poles and their plight. Official
reports state that seven people have
been killed and over two thousand
arrested since the c¢rack-down
began. But the press is quick to
believe that unofficial reports of
hundreds killed and tens of
thousands arrested are accurale.
The President of the United States

has brought pressure to bear on the
Polish and Soviet governments (o
stop the repression and the
American people appear to be one
in their support of (he Polish
people.

Amid the hundreds of news
reports on Poland, I have scarched
for the single reference to the
unbelievable parallels which have
not, to my knowledge, been noticed
by any member of the American
press. These parallels, had they
been drawn earlier, would have
taken much of the surprise out of
events in Poland. While (he
American press is quick to compare
the Polish crisis to the Soviet in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968,
an event which had noting in
common with the present situation
in Poland, it has overlooked the
obvious. The Croatian Spring, the
great liberalization movement in
Yugoslavia, was crushed ten years
ago, almost (o the day of the Polish
purge, by the communist govern-
ment of that country. Like the
Solidarity Movement, the Croatian
Spring did not happen overnight. It
grew gradually with a trend toward
liberalization following the purge
of the notorious Secret Police chief
Alexander Rankovich in 1966. Like
the Polish movement, the Croatian
Spring was born of economic
necessity, not some great clash of
political systems. As in Poland, the

government made promises of
reform. Marshal Tito himself
visited the Croatian capital of

Zagreb and promised to act upon
Croatian demands for greater
economic freedom and an end to
the use of Croatian youth as virtual
serfs in Western Europe (o ecarn
hard currency for the regime.
Unlike Poland, the majority of the
Croatian Spring leaders were loyal
communists attempting to work

within the system to bring about a
more humane life for their people.
And as it happened in Poland,
almost exactly ten years later, a
strike set the spark off which would
destroy the movement.

On December 1, 1971, Marshal
Tito summoned the leadership of
the Croatian ¢ommunists  to
Karadjordjevo, a place bearing the
name of the hated Serbian Royal
dynasty, while the Army moved on
the Croatian capital. In the purge
that followed, the entire leadership
of the Croatian Communists was
removed. By December 21st, the
Premier of Croatia, along with
most of his government, resigned.
Despite the government's slowness
in implementing even the most
basie economic  reforms, the
government proved able to move
rapidly in crushing liberal reforms
born of the workers. By January
14th, over four hundred leading
officials had been purged. Next
came the Writer’s Union, the
newspapers, publishing houses and
the universities. Between December
1 and March 30, twenty-three
Communist  Party organizations
were disbanded; “political
measures”’  were  taken against
1,166 Party members; and criminal
action was taken against 2,513
more, 124 of whom were Partisans
during World War 11.

But the purge of the Party was

only the tip of an iceberg. The
workers, the students and the
common people suffered even
more. By December of 1972 the
highly respected International
League for the Rights of Man
reported that over 16,000 had been
arested; some 2000 members of the
news media had been dismissed and
thousands upon thousands of
teachers, professors and civil
servants had been purged from the
positions. Acceording to the official
Yugostav ecensus of 1971; one in
every three hundred Croatians was
arrested during the year.
Yugoslavia held, in absolute
numbers, more political prisoners
than any European nation outside
the Soviet Union, and per capita
more than virtually any nation on
earth. The repression co. " ued for
vears and even today . effects
linger.

The erushing of the Croatian
Spring hrought some response in
the West, but not much. Perhaps
America’s eves were still too fixed
upon Southeast Asia where she
had just ended a long and bloody
war. To be sure, American aid to
the Tito regime did not skip a beat
during the repression. Like Poland,
Yugoslavia financed its repression
with American dollar and West
German Marks. Unlike Poland, the
flow to Yugoslavia continued. In
fact, Tito was hailed by American
Presidents in later vears for his

remarkable ability to keep order in
Yugoslavia: order of the same sort
which now grips Poland.

Perhaps there is something more
than the distraction of Vietnam in
the refusal of the American press
and government to deal accurately
and truthfully with events in
Yugoslavia. There was no crisis in
Southeast Asia last year when
Yugosiay  tanks erushed the
Albanian minority in the Kosovo
region... vet the events were vir-
tually ignored by the media and no
words of anger or even sorrow were
spoken by any Western leader for
those who died or even today
languish in c¢oncentration camps.
Perhaps it has something to do with
the faet that, to paraphrase Billy
Carter, ‘‘there are a lot more
Polish-Americans than there are
Croatian or Albanian-Americans®’.
But even deeper than that I fearis a
basic misunderstanding of the
nature of Yugoslavia and its system
by the American State Department
and especially by the American
media.

The  United , States  State
Department hasdcludcd itself for
years  with  the notion that
Yugoslavia is basically a western-
oriented ‘*‘socialist”  state which
would side with the West in the
event of all-out war. The sirategic

value of Yugostavia makes this
notion something  more than
academic conjecture; it becomes

dangerous 1o the interests of the
United States. Yugoslavia s, first
and foremost(, a communist stale
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ELEVEN YEARS IN PRISON FOR AN INTERVIEW

In August 1980 Dr. Marko Veselica, a leading Croatian economist
and former deputy in the Yugoslav Federal Parliament, gave an interview
to West Germany's leading weekly Der Spiegel. This interview was
subsequently published in a brochure titled The Croatian National
Question--Yugoslavia's Achilles Heel. 1In this interview, Dr. Veselica
described the key problems of today's Yugoslavia. One cannot read
this interview without being touched by the courage, deep humani-
tarianism and democratic thoughts of this noble man.

In April 1981 Dr. Veselica was arrested because of this interview.
The controlled press of Yugoslavia sentenced him even before his
"trial." In desperate protest Dr. Veselica began a hunger strike. He
became seriously ill as a result and a series of operations were per=-
formed on him (stomach, colon). Although Dr. Veselica was very ill,
his "trial™ suddenly began in early September 1981 in order to prevent
foreign correspondents from attending it. To illustrate the standard
methods of Yugoslav fascists, let us describe their "evidence of
guilt."”

The standard method is to provide "evidence" for connections with
the "fascist remnants abroad." The key witnesses were two 80-year old
women, one blind and the other an immobile invalid. The secret service
forced them to cooperate with the threat of losing the apartment in
which they live together. The chronic and very acute housing shortage
is a well planned method of oppression--only "good" Croatians are
entitled to one and only after years of waiting and proving one's
"goodness." It is also a method that ensures the negative population
growth rate of the Croatian nation. However, in court the two 80-year
0ld witnesses, Zora Heger and Zdenka Grkovic, recanted and said that
they had never met Dr. Veselica, much less sent his letters abroad.

Desperately the police searched for a new "witness." They found
one in Mrs. Mila Sram, 69 years old and dying of a double terminal
cancer. She went to Switzerland several times for medical treatment,
and this was an opportunity for the police fabrications. The police
threatened that dying woman with taking away her medicine. In court
she accused Dr. Veselica and then, tormented with her "admission,"
screamed to the audience that the police interrogated her for seven
days continuously to enforce this and fell unconscious.

Dr. Veselica was sentenced to 11 (eleven) years at hard labor
for his horrible crime~=-giving an interview. The reactionary Serbian
clique that rules Yugoslavia silenced one more among tens of thousands
of innocent Croation workers, students and intellectuals. Only two
days later, Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger, the new assistant secretary at
the U.S. State Department and an old apologist for Serbian reaction-
aries, gave his scandalous speech in which he professed his eternal
love for Yugoslavia's terrorist government.



Enclosed is a letter that Dr. Veselica's courageous wife and
daughters sent to the West. Please help the innocent prisoners of
conscience in Yugoslavia. Do not ignore; raise your voices. Pressure
on the Yugoslav fascist government will moderate its terror on its own
population. At least it is easier to rot and die in abominable
prisons in Croatia if one is not forgotten.

Please protest against the terror in Yugoslavia. Join the
committees for saving Dr. Veselica; help form their branches in your
community. For information please contact:

Professor Jozo Vrbic Mrs. Marija Levic
P.0O. Box 2939 © 2042 N. Hobart Boulevard
San Francisco CA 94401 Los Angeles CA 90027
Father Castimir Majic Professor Mate Mestrovic
4851 Drexel Boulevard 10 Ackerman Road
Chicago IL 60615 saddle River NY 11103

In Australia: In France:
Mr. Mario Sime Despoja Professor Mirko Vidovic
11 Dryanda Drive Tour Panoramique 31
Bellair, SA 5052 69009 Lyon

In England: In Germany:
Nova Hrvatska Hans Peter Rullmann
30 Fleet Street Hudtwalckerstrasse 26
London EC4Y 1AJ 2000 Hamburg 60

Please help, in spite of the fact that small groups within the
U.S. media and the state Department try to censor news about the
fascist terror in Yugoslavia. Supporting fascist Yugoslavia and a
coverup of its countless monstrous crimes is not in the interest of
the United States. U.S. taxpayers should not finance the genocide of
enslaved Croatians in Yugoslavia (i.e., Greater Serbia).

Please obtain the 1982 report by Amnesty International on prison-
ers of conscience in Yugoslavia:

Yugoslavia-~Prisoners of Conscience
Amnesty International

304 West 58th Street

New York, New York 10019

Although far from being complete, the report provides good insight
into the most repressive regime in Europe.

Dr. Veselica's interview can be obtained ($5.00) at:

Croatian National Congress Nova Hrvatska
P.O. Box 3088 30 Fleet Stret
Steinway station London EC4Y 1AJ

New York, New York 11103 United Kingdom



Other recent information:

. The police state of Yugoslavia disbarred Dr. Veselica's
attorney for the "audacity" of defending him.

. As is common practice, the police state of Yugoslavia
increased the sentence of 18-year old student Dobroslav
Paraga from three to five years. He was sentenced for
collecting the signatures for a petition for the release
of political prisoners. His colleague, Ernest Brajder,
died under torture for the same "offense." Although his
sentence and the petition itself were totally ignored by
the U.S. media, the gradual increases of sentences of
political prisoners is common practice, after the possible
initial interest of world opinion wanes.

. Please help warn the West German government that Yugoslav
fascists have started to collect German hostages to
exchange them for their assassins abroad who were caught
in West Germany. This is their standard practice. Yugo-
slav secret service terrorist Luka Vidmar (lost a leg
during the bombing of an Austrian museum) and Marina Blaj
were recently exchanged for an Austrian "spy"--Mr.
Gerhard Lachuer. Would-be assassin, Svilar, was not long
ago exchanged for another "spy," German social worker Mr.
Eberhard de Haan. This brazen practice of taking hos-
tages and exchanging them for convicted assassins can be
particularly illustrated by the fact that Mr. Haan, a
"spy," was later praised by the same Yugoslav government
for his social work, as if nothing had happened. Just
within the last four months 14 political dissidents were
assassinated abroad (West Germany 9, Belgium 3, France 1,
Switzerland 1), making the Yugoslav government the most
dangerous terrorist group. In West Germany there are
currently three separate trials of assassins or would-be
assassins who were caught. Americans visiting Yugoslavia
could also become hostages required for exchange for these
Yugoslav secret service agents.

. Please demand an immediate congressional. investigation
into the behavior and motives of Mr. Lawrence Eagleburger.
His blatant support of the Yugoslav terrorist government
is becoming an embarrassment for even his staunchest
supporters at the State Department. He is the remnant
of the totally bankrupt and immoral policies toward
Yugoslavia of the Carter Administration. His personal
support of the terrorist thugs who presently rule
Yugoslavia is highly unprofessional and is directly
against the interests of the United States. His pressure
and manipulation of the U.S. bankers (conference April
22 and 23) is unprecedented. Because of his active role
in suppression of information on massive and abominable
human rights violations in Yugoslavia, Mr. Eagleburger
should at least be disqualified from participating in
all government policy issues regarding Yugoslavia.



YOUR TURN

For speaking his opinion,
my husband is behind the
bars of a Yugoslav prison

By Bozena Veselica

s the wife of Dr. Marko

Veselica, a state prisoner in

Yugoslavia, I have decided to

address myself to you and ask for
help.

On Sept. 9, 1981, my husband was
sentenced to 11 years’ imprisonment, al-
though his only sin was that he declared
his opinion. This is his second punishment.
He was sentenced for the first time in 1972,
to seven years of severe imprisonment, and
served six years of his sentence in the Stara
GradiSka prison. (This prison has been on
the list for abolishment for years because it
doesn’t meet the minimal living condi-
tions.)

After he had completed his studies at
the Faculty of Economics in Zagreb,
Croatia, in 1960, my husband became an
assistant lecturer at the Department of
Political Economy. In 1967, he obtained his
doctorate in economics and was lecturing
at the university until 1972, when he was
arrested.

My husband was not only engaged in
scientific research but was also prominent
in the social and political life of the
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country. He became a member of the
League of Communists when he was 18 and
was a prominent leader of the Student
Union and the member of the Central
Committee of the Socialist Youth League in
Croatia. In 1968, he became the secretary of
the Faculty League of Communists, and in
1969 became a delegate to the Social and
Political Chamber of the Federal Assembly
in Belgrade. He was concerned with the
problems of economic and social develop-
ment in Yugoslavia and participated in
conferences and discussion on basic social
and economic problems.

In 1964, he became a member of the
Confederation of Trade Unions’ Commis-
sion for Education and Culture, and after a
period of time he was elected president of
the Commission for Social and Economic
Relations.

As the result of his work in the trade
union, he was elected delegate to the
Second Congress of Self-Managing Work-
ers.

In 1972, he was excluded from the
highest body of the trade unions without
any democratic dialogue, suspended from
the faculty and, in spite of his immunity as
a people’s deputy, was arrested on Jan. 11,
because all the work that my husband had
been legally performing on various politi-
cal bodies was said to be “nationalism and
counter-revolutionary activity.”

After he had served his sentence under
horrible conditions in Stara Gradifka
prison, my husband was employed by a
small firm in Zagreb at a minimal salary.
Although he had not spoken in public for
three years, some politicians kept talking
about him as if he were a People’s Enemy
No. 1. Because of that, we have been living
under constant pressure. In September
1980, my husband was interviewed by a
journalist from Der Spiegel to say the truth
about himself and to testify about prosecu-
tion and events of 1971. This interview
caused many troubles and, on April 24,
1981, my husband was arrested again.
Because of horrible conditions .in the
prison and inadequate medical help, he
had to undergo an operation.

He was tried from Aug. 31-Sept. 9, 1981.
My husband is a prisoner of conscience

because he is charged with declaring his
belief and opinion, which in no way can be
any form of violence. He has been fighting
all his life for development, democracy and
equality of all the nations as well as against
violence and injustice, but now he is
himself their victim.

The sentence which has been passed on
him is absurd, unbelievable. It is equal to
the killing of my husband, because he has
already served the sentence of six years.
This horrible punishment has made me
write to you, because I still believe that
something can be done to help my
husband.

1 appeal to all the people of good will
and ask them for help to influence the
government in Yugoslavia and to make
them re-examine and quash, or at least
mitigate radically, his sentence, which is a
violation of the rights that the government
guarantees to all its citizens. I think that
the best thing will be if individuals, groups
and institutions address themselves to the
government of Yugoslavia and the Socialist
Republic of Croatia.

Originally my intention was not to
appeal across the borders of my country,
but I was forced to do so because in my
country nobody has will and strength to
help. I addressed myself to all the leading
politicians in Yugoslavia while my husband
was seriously ill in a hospital, but the enly
answer was the 11 years’ imprisonment.

Qur belief is that you will support us in
our efforts. @

I A
TODAY’S CONTRIBUTORS

DAVID WEBB is a Alexanana, Va.-based
aerospace writer and consultant.

PHYLLIS BATTELLE s a columnist for the Hearst
Newspapers.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY is editor of Nationat
Review, hosts the PBS talk show “Firing Line" and
wriles a column

MAXWELL GLEN and CODY SHEARER
coliaborate in writing a column

BOZENA VESELICA lives in Zagreb. the capital of
Croatia, which is now one ot the republics of
Yugoslavia






