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Ms. Linda Mitchell ocT |7 1884
3696 S. Granby Way
Aurora, CO 80014

Dear Ms. Mitchell: ¢

This is response to your recent letter to President and Mrs. Reagan
about your daughter Kristi's automobile accident. I have been asked to
respond because I administer the occupant protection program in the U.S.
Department of Transportation.

Your story does "touch the heart of anyone who reads it." It is through
personal experiences such as yours that the safety belt message gets
across and impacts other people's behavior. Because films are so very
expensive to produce, I would like to suggest that you tell your story
through public speaking presentations before civic, community,
educational, and medical groups. There are many organizations involved
in our national safety belt outreach program that might welcome such a
presentation at a meeting in your area. The organizations that are
involved in our program are described in the enclosed report on page 18.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter, the article
about Kristi, and a copy of this response to our Regional Office in
Denver (c/o Donald Williamson, Regional Administrator, (303) 234-3253)
and to the Colorado Governor's Representative for Highway Safety (c/o
Larry Karsten, Division of Highway Safety, (303) 757-9381).

Thank you for sending in your story and for offering to help in spreading
your life-saving message.

Sincerely,

Howard M. Smolkin
Diane K. Stee
Enclosure

cc: Regional Administrator
Governor's Representative
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President Of The United States
And Mrs. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pennsylvanis Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

September 21, 1984

Dear Presid,e‘nf Reagan and Mrs. Reagan,

| am writing to you with the hope that you can help me. Enclosed
you will find my story " Two Roses For Kristi " ; the story of my
daughter and her automobile accident. | have become deeply involved
in the seat belt issue. e —

My goal is to reach as many people as possible; | believe that my
daughters story will touch the heart of anyone who reads it.

» I am not a professional writer, | just wrote down with the help of
my twin sister, what happened to my child.

I want to make a movie of Kristi's story. What better way to reach
the greatest amount of people. | was lucky, Kristi's story has a happy

263325

ending. Would you help me? Can you tell me who | might send her_ story

Sy

to?
" .

Please, if you will, read " Two Roses For Kristi

Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter.

Very) Sincerely,

Linda Mitchell

3696 S. Granby Way
Aurora, Colorado 80014
303 699-8457
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Editor’s Note: According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA ), more
than 70,000 children under five are reported as injured in car incidents while riding as passengers.
Mosi of ihese injuries occur from direct crashes and often result in disfigurement, paralysis, post-
traumatic epilepsy and much more. Using safety seats and belts in these cases can reduce the chance

Sor injury by 90%.

-

On Oct. 7, 1977, Linda Mitchell’s life became a nightmare when a car crossed the center line and hit
husband Doug’s car head on. No one sustained major injuries except four-year-old Kristi, who was
critical. The following is her story.

Melissa was crying for me, but I could
not move to comfort her. My husband
Doug and our twin daughters Kristi and
Melissa had been in a car accident — a
head-on collision. I felt everyones’ eyes on
me as the doctor explained Kristi’s in-
juries. Dear God, this had to be a night-
mare! My little girl was in critical con-
dition. She had internal injuries, her right
arm was badly broken, her-jaw possibly
fractured, and she had sustained severe
head injuries. Doug had- resuscitated her
at the scene of the accident, but she was
unconscious when they reached the hos-
pital. We were told that if Kristi were to
stop breathing again, it would be due to
the brain injury. If we chose to resuscitate
her, she would be a vegetable. We felt that
the answer was in God’s hands.

1 tried to pull myself together for Doug,
but nothing could have prepared me for
the sight of my daughter in Intensive
Care. The moment I looked at her —
swollen and discolored — my knees gave
way and | fell to the floor. I wanted to
hold and comfort her with words but I
didn’t know if she heard me. I sat with her
... T watched ... and I waited for her to
die.

One thought ran‘through my mind over
and over. Would | be sitting here if I had
made my girls wear seatbelts? [ never
imagined this could happen to me. I had
been careless with their lives, and I was
paying the price. It was a miracle that
Melissa hadn’t been hurt. Was it too late
for Kristi now?

Doug was in a daze, wanting des-
perately te help. The accident was not his
fault, but he blamed himself each time he
looked at Kristi. It was after midnight
when he asked someone to open the
flower case for him. He chose a single
pink rose and placed it by her side. |

Kristi Mitchell (left) and twin sister Melissa
(right ), shown seven years after the head-on colli-
sion that deeply affected the whole family.

by Linda Mitchell and Csthy Stephens

thought back to another time he had given
her a pink rose . . . the day shé was born.
The twins were premature, and we won-
dered if Kristi would survive. She grew
healthy and strong. Would the rose bring
us good luck once more? 1 went to the
chapel to find comfort.

Every family visitor was determined to
get through to Kristi somehow. Cartoons
on television produced no response. My
sister, Cathy, read. stories" but no one
heard them. We were all staring at Kristi,
who remained lifeless. One doctor felt
Melissa might reach her sister. Once
Melissa overcame her shock at seeing
Kristi, she tried but failed also. In de-
spair, I told one nurse I felt I would have
to prepare Melissa for a lifetime without
Kristi. The nurse agreed, which made me
feel both angry and deeply afraid.

Physical therapists were called in. They
placed plaster cones in Kristi’s hands to
prevent her from clenching her fists. Casts
were put on her legs to stop the break-
down of the muscles. It took two men to
force the legs back into a normal posi-
tion. Deep down, I believed their efforts
were in vain. I have never known such
despair!

The rose Doug had given Kristi was
wilting, and I was afraid that if it died, any
hope he had would die with it. T ex-
plained my fears to Cathy and she bought
a large bouquet of pink roses. We re-
placed that single rose many times ...
Doug never knew what we had done.

The days seemed like weeks at the hos-
pital. It was too painful to leave for very
long. The mental picture of our daughter
lying in her bed brought us quickly back
to the hospital. Again and again, I went to
the chapel for comfort and prayed for a
“sign” that she would live.

One evening my answer came. Cathy

was reading to the girls as she had each
evening. This time we saw a difference.
For the first time, Kristi scemed to be
looking at the book. A close family friend
was with us. As he was leaving my mother
said, “Kristi ... wave goodbye.” Her
fingers moved slightly, but she had waved
to him. At last there was hope, and the
tears we shared were happy ones.

The neurologist ordered a cat scan, a
series of x-rays of the brain, but the re-
sults were inconclusive. There was too
much swelling to indicate what part of the
brain had been damaged.

Nothing more could be done in Inten-
sive Care so she was moved to Pediatrics.
“Would she always be this way,” I won-
dered, “‘motionless, staring into space?”’

Getting food in her was the next hurdle.
1 fed her baby food and managed to give
her 900 calories that day. It was a begin-
ning.

Melissa had shown little emotion, and
we knew she needed us at home. She
wouldn’t sleep in her room without her
sister, so I held her throughout the nights.

The following days at the hospital were
spent caring for and feeding Kristi. It took
most of each day to give her the calories
she needed. Another cat scan had to be
scheduled. While we waited for the test to
be completed, Doug and I took Melissa to
the gift shop. We bought the girls hand
puppets. Melissa chose a puppy for her
sister . . . she named it “Toto.”

Each night Doug would perform with
the puppets. Kristi’s eyes seemed to fol-
low his movements, but we couldn’t be

_sure. Moving Kristi was important, and

we took her for rides up and down the
halls in a little red wagon. In a back room
in Pediatrics, Doug found a life-sized

Continued on page 25
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Roses for Kristi

Continued from page 17

Raggedy Ann doll. When he showed it to
Kristi, she smiled. How I had longed for
the sight of her beautiful smile.

We soon learned that Kristi's mood
would quickly change if we did not keep
her occupied. One moment she would
laugh, the next she would scream!

Seventeen days passed, and Kristi re-
mained in a semi-conscious state. Alone
with Kristi one evening, I asked her what
she would like to be for Halloween. Her
trembling voice whispered “a witch.” My
thoughts were racing as 1 asked her
another question, one I knew she would
be able to answer. “Kristi, what is it that
we put in our living room at Christmas
time?”" “A tree,” she said. “What is it that
we put under the tree, Kristi?”’ **A stock-
ing,” she said. She shook her head and,
for the first time, really looked at me and
said, “Mommy, where is my puppet,
Toto?” As I screamed for the nurses, 1
turned to see Doug and Melissa standing
in the doorway. They were speechless. 1
slept peacefully that night for the first
time in weeks.

The next day thé casts were removed
from Kristi's legs. I thought my heart
would break when she realized she could
not walk . .. she was too weak! I had to
make her beligve in trerself. “Kristi, you
can walk ... now say 1t'"” Her trusting
voice spoke the words 1 wanted to hear.
“Now say it again, Kristi and believe it!”
By the end of the day, she had taken her
first steps.

She improved so rapidly during the next
four days, we were told we could take her
home. The doctors felt she would recover
at a faster rate in familiar surroundings. 1
was afraid to leave the safety and security
of the hospital. My four-year-old
daughter had to be cared for like a baby.
The adjustments we made were difficult
for all of us.

For weeks I slept in the girls’ room
listening to every sound Kristi made.
Slowly, we taught her to do things she had
once been able fo do for herself,

Physical therapy sessions at the hos-
pital were an important part of her re-
covery. It was a family project and we
learned together. Our goal was to bring
back the coordination she had lost.

Three years have gone by as I write this.
Kristi has had eye surgery and may re-
quire further eye operations. The exten-
sive therapy she required in the beginning
is no longer necessary, but she will have to
do therapy at home for the rest of her life.
She attends school with her sister and
shares her joy of living with all of us.
Kristi has some problems, but she will al-
ways be a winner.

When 1 eventually told Doug about the

rose in Kristi’s room, he said nothing; he
®

understood.
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September 26, 1984 L

Dear Mrs. Cullison:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing opposition to
his decision to sign legislation encouraging the States to raise the minimum

‘drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared with the

President's advisers.

Let me share with you some of the reasons why the President is convinced

of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 the President appointed a Commis-
sion on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways to
reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving.
The Commission's report to the President detailed the scope of the problem

and made recommendations for improving prevention and enforcement techniques
to combat drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require a
21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to
raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned his views in several speeches.
The President hoped and expected that the States would take this step without
Federal intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled.

This has occurred despite the obvious effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin. As the President noted

in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20,
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven method
of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies. New Jersey's experience
makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 2l-year-old drinking
age, the number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19- and 20-year-olds
dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the potential of such statutes
for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion
of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the
21-year-old drinking age. By stimulating action by more States, it will elimi-
nate the so-called "Blood Borders," where young people leave their homes

to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age.



2

Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and wine can be
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the
minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVH1)
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September 25, 1984

Dear Mrs. Cullison:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing opposition to
his decision to sign legislation encouraging the States to raise the minimum
drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared with the

President’s advisers.

Let me share with you some of the reasons why the President is convinced

of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 the President appointed a Commis-
sion on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways to
reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving.
The Commission's report to the President detailed the scope of the problem

and made recommendations for improving prevention and enforcement techniques
to combat drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require a
21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to
raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned his views in several speeches.
The President hoped and expected that the States would take this step without
Federal intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled.

This has occurred despite the obvious effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin. As the President noted

in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20,
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven method
of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies. New Jersey's experience
makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 21-year-old drinking
age, the number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19-and 20-year-olds
dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the potential of such statutes
for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion
of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the
21-year-old drinking age. By stimulating action by more States, it will elimi-
nate the so-called "Blood Borders," where young people leave their homes

to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age.
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and win can be
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the
minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVHI)
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces serving in an overseas post is not bound by
the laws pertaining to drinking which are enforced by the States. Officers
clubs and Non-commissioned Officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries
have established the minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/ech-s6(AVH1)
AVH-330A var.
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randatery 21 Drinking Age

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 25, 1984 (XXX330A)

Dear Mr. Ortega:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing
opposition to his decision to sign legislation designed to induce
the States to raise the minimum drinking age to 21. Your

comments on this issue will be shared with the President's

advisers.

Let me share with you with some of the reasons why the
President is convinced of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1882
the President appointed a Commission on Drunk Driving and
asked it to make recommendations on ways to reduce the toll in
human lives, injuries and damage caused-by drunk driving. The
Commission's report to the President laid out in compelling detail
the scope of the problem and made numerous recommendations for
improving prevention and enforcement techniques to combat
drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require
a 21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by
the States to raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned

his views in several speeches. The President hoped and
expected that the States would take this step without Federal
intervention. 1In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it

now appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional
States has stalied.

This has occurred despite the evident effectiveness of the 21-
year-old drinking age in preventing deaths and saving lives from
ruin. As the President noted in an address at Riverdell High
School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20, alcohol-related
automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and
proven method of reducing the damage caused by these
tragedies. New Jersey's experience makes this clear. 1In the
first year after enactment of the 21-year-old drinking age, the
number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19- and 20-
vear-olds dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the
potential of such statutes for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold
a portion of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with
5 percent in fiscal year 1987 and increasing to 10 percent in

fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the 21-year-old drinking

age. By stimulating action by more States, it will eliminate the
so-called "Blood Borders,” where teenageps leave their homes to
go to the nearest State with a lower/drinking age.

G
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A lMessage From the President
of the United States of America

Every year, more than 40,000 persons are killed in auto accidents on our
highways, nearly half of them in the front seat of a passenger car or Tight
truck. ' More than 300,000 persons suffer mederate to critical injuries, many
of them ycung people who will never work again and who will become

permanently disakled.

Thousands of deaths and serious injuries could be prevented if everyone used
safety belts. Nancy and I have been staunch believers in safety belts for a
long time. We want to stress our concern for your safety and well-being as

motorists both on and off the job by sharing this important message with the

people of Borden.

Please buckle up!
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400 Seventh St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

4
MEMORANDUM TO: Ms. Sally Kelley
Director of Agency Liaison
Presidential Correspondence
The White House
SUBJECT: Suggested Reply for Safety Belt Message Request

In response to your referral of October 15, 1984, I am sending you a
suggested reply and message on safety belts for fise in respeonding to
Mr. David A. Twyman's Tetter.

Linda Lugenia Arey
Executive Secretariat

Attachments
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SUGGESTED REPLY

Dear Mr. Twyman:
The President has asked me to thank you for your letter of September 23
expressing your support for his Administration and interest in having him

appear in yocur company's poster campaign to promote safety belt use.

Enclosed is (a~®) the picture(fﬁ vou requested of President and Mrs. Reagan
and a brief message by the President concerning the importance of buckling

up for use in your campaign.

The President is very pleased that ycu, along with many other business and
private sector groups, are actively participating in the National Safety

Belt Campaign effort.

Thank you for undertaking this worthwhile program to promote safety belt use
among your employees and community.

Sincerely,

AvH
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Mr. David Twyman
Borden, Inc.

180 East Broad Street
Columbus, CH 43215
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THE WHITE HOUSE OF FICE
REFERRAL

OCTOBER 15, 1984
TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ACTION REQUESTED:
FOR COMMENT/RECOMMENDATION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 265726

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 23, 1984
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MR. DAVID A. TWYMAN

1.LOSS CONTROL MANAGER
BORDEN, INC.

180 EAST BROAD STREET
COLUMBUS OH 43215

SUBJECT: SEEKS MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR "SAVED BY THE
BELT" PROJECT WITH ACCOMPANYING PHOTO OF
THE PRESIDENT AND MRS. REAGAN

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
{OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

£ 3

. Y 7 - # C
Date: i< £~

TO: (lecs1 Floeg e
/ 1 J 4

L

FROM: FREDERICK J. RYAN, JR.
Director
Presidential Appointments and
Scheduling

O Information
O Action

O Let’s Discuss
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(Clagsification)

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
EXECUTI \E SECRETARIAT
TRANSMITTAL FORM

S/S 85u.a39

D. January 30, 1985
For: Mr. Robert C. McFarlane
National Security Council
The White House
7eference:
To: President Reagan From:The Honorable Gary A. Condit
Date: January 2, 1985 Subject:Writes on behalf of the

Martinez family who were killed in automobile accident in Mexico

WH Referral Dated: January 14, 1985 NSC ID# 271782
(if any)

The attached item was sent directly to the
Department of State

Action Taken:

A draft reply is attached.
A draft reply will be forwarded.
A translation is attached.

XX

An information copy of a direct reply is attached.

We believe no response is necessary for the reason
cited below.

The Department of State has no objection to the
proposed travel.

Other.

Remarks:

Q

Nicholas Platt
Executlve Secretary

(Classification)



JAN 30 1985

Lear Fr. Condit:

Yeur letter of Jervary 2, 1585 cencerning the tracic
deaths of Fr., apd Mre. Frrigue kartines end their sor
Piguvel kas been forwerded by the ¥hite ¥couce to re for
rerply. Rg you knok, the Rartinez ferilv wag killed in on
sttorokile accident in Xevoica, Sonora, Pexico, on
Cecernkber 1%, 1%&84.

The Avericar Conrzulate ir FHerrogillo was inforred of
the accident Lecerber 17 by the Fexican suthoritier in
bavejos, whe requested sgsictence in determining the
citizenship cf the deceared., In 2dditicon te inferming the
Depertrnent of State of the deaths, the Consulate contacted
the Cakdale police, the Imeigraticor anéd Katurslirxation
Sarvice {YXE) office ir Bogeleg, Arizoras, end the Eexlcaen
Censulste in Freeno., Thre resulting infeorraticn was
gufficient to locete the Fartineres' IKF records in Ear
Frarcisce. Or Decexbter 27, IKE Sar Francigco inforeed the
Congulate that all three of the feceased were Kexican
citizens and not Armericen citizers.

Plerse be advieced that whern Arericarn citizenz éle
atrosd the Cepsrtuwent of Etate doer everything possible to
lecate ard notify the rext of kin and sesist ir
prrangerents for é€isprositicr of the reraing. ¥ort poste
have contacre with loca2l fureral concerne whick will
pdviee the next of kir of the varicuxs optiorne anf coste.
Thie is uveuslly sufficiert to recggure the farily that
coste are reasonakle.

The Lepartment ¢f EBtste inforre the farllies thet the
preperation and shiprernt eof repeing le cerried cut inp
gccorfiznce with the lawe and facilities evailialtle
locelly. Ir mpozt ceseg guch pervicez fell ehort of those
expected ir the Urnited Stetes. Recordingly, the
Lepertrent slgc cautiors that g hkere town funersl director
be reguested to determine the sldvizability of wievwing the
repaing.

In the cese of the Hartines ferily, the deceesed were
Eexicsn neticnels. %herefore, the Congulate hzd ne

The Poncrable
Cary k. Cordit,
Celifornia Aesemblymer,
Secrarente, Californie,

t F *
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authority to intercecde. Fevertheless, we would have been
preparec tc provide advice ané guidance to the farily on
shiprent of reraine if the farily had &o reguested. The
price of $5,0C0 fcr the prepsration eréd shiprent of the
resairs of three prersons appeare tc be censistent with
the feee for such services by other funerel hopee in
Bonora. Feyrent in afvence iz usually required for
internaticnal shipment.

I sincerely regret the tragic lose ¢f the Martinez
farily ané sympathize with the shock their relatives ere
feeling. I hepe that the alove informstion will be
Relpful to you in respcnding te their concerne. FPlesse
centact me if ycu have ary further cuestfons.

b

'ne K. Plarnk

Director, Intergovernrentel Affairs
Office of Legislative and
Irgergevernrental Rffaire

Sincersly,

/
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T HE WHTITE HOUSE OF FICE
REFERRAL

JANUARY 14, 1985
TO: DEPARTMENT OF STATE

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
ID: 271782
MEDIA: LETTER, DATED JANUARY 2, 1985
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HONORABLE GARY A. CONDIT
CALIFORNIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE CAPITOL
SACRAMENTO CA 95814

SUBJECT: WRITES ON BEHALF OF THE MARTINEZ FAMILY WHO
"IERE KILLED IN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT IN MEXICO

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE

(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE






RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER.

/

LISTED ON THE
















THE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE
REFERRAL

DECEMBER 7, 1984

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 279417

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 15, 1984
TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MRS. MICHAEL ELY

3080 BLUE STAR DRIVE
PENSACOLA FL 32514

SUBJECT: WRITES CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN
KILLED IN SCHOOL BUS ACCIDENTS (HER DAUGHTER
WAS KILLED IN 1981)

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

DDMITDAN MADDTDONDNANNDNAD GINADOIITTM . AR AANYY ATY DO NAARTO™

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

5413 #0004
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OUTLINE OF EVENT:

PREVIOUS
PARTICIPATION:

LOCATION:

DATE:

TIME:

PARTICIPANTS:

RECOMMENDED BY:

PROJECT OFFICER:

2

American Honda has been in the U.S. for 25 years,
growing from a small importer of motorcycles to a
major importer and manufacturer of automobiles,
motorcycles, and power equipment. In additionm,
they were the first Japanese manufacturer to
produce cars in the U.S.

President would greet President of American Honda
and make brief remarks congratulating them on
their extensive contribution to highway safety.
None

Oval Office

None

5 minutes during Administrative time.

Secretary of Transportation Dole

NHTSA Administrator Steed

Mr. T. Chino, President, American Honda

James K. Coyne

Secretary of Transportation Dole

NHTSA Administrator Steed

James K. Coyne






General Motors Corporation

January 17, 1985

Mr. Lee L. Verstandig
Assistant to the President
The White House

Washingt— =~ 7~ ~7°"°7°7

Dear Mr.

We appreciate your assistance on the state seat belt
legislation. As we discussed, I am enclosing a copy of
Stu Francke's report to our management on the status of
state activity on seat belt laws. It is an internal
report, and I appreciate your treating it in confidence.

Also attached is a copy of a population chart that ranks
the states. In addition, I am attaching a report on New
York survey results and copy of a draft ad which
indicates support for state laws across the country. It
will be run in USA TODAY in late January. I hope this
information will be helpful to you. Please let us know
if we can assist in any other manner.

Best Regards,

Manager, State/Local Legislative
Analysis

vas

Attachment

General Motors Building 3044 West Grand Boulevard Detroit, Michigan 48202



STATUS REPORT

STATE LEGISLATION

ON

SEAT BELT USE LAWS

G. S. FRANCKE
1/15/85

JDR85003,1



BACKGROUND

OCTOBER 4, 1984  SAFETY REVIEW BOARD

REVIEWED: OBJECTIVE
STRATEGY
LEGISLATIVE APPROACH
STATE-BY-STATE PROGRAM

OBJECTIVE: 2/3 POPULATION COVERED BY USE LAWS
MEET DOT CRITERIA
TARGET OF 9/1/86

JDR85003,2



UPDATE CURRENT SITUATION

LEGISLATIVE STATUS

REcAP 1983-84 SESSIONS JUST CONCLUDED
PREVIEW 1985-86 SESSIONS GETTING STARTED

EFFECT OF THE FEDERAL CRITERIA
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE TO DATE

INDUSTRY COORDINATION THROUGH TRAFFIC SAFETY NOW

JDR85003,3



LEGISLATIVE STATUS - ReCAP OF 1983-84 Sessions JusT CONCLUDED
TARGET STATES - SInce DOT RULEMAKING LAsT JuLy
NEW YORK - PASSED, SIGNED, EFFECTIVE 1/1/85
NEw JERSEY - PASSED, SIGNED, EFFECTIVE 3/1/85
ILLINOIS - PASSED, S1GNED, EFFECTIVE 7/1/85

MICHIGAN - PASSED SENATE (RY 10) on 6/5/84
FAILED House (BY 4) on 12/6/84

POPULATION COVERED BY SEAT BELT USE LAWS -- 15.65 9

SOUTH DAKOTA
NEBRASKA "iiillllll”tﬂgnjn
coLomao
\

AN20u, ey
NEW MExICO — OKLAMOMA W

STATES WITH
LAWS ENACTED

15.65 X OF POPULATION




LEGISLATIVE STATUS - PREVIEW OF 1985-8A SESSIONS GETTING STAPTED

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED: ARKANSAS
CALIFORNIA
FLORIDA
MARYLAND
MICHIGAN
MISSOURI
MONTANA
OKLAHOMA
PENNSYLVANIA

LEGISLATION DRAFTED -- ACTION PLANNED
27 STATES -- AL, CO, CT, DE, 1A, ID, IN, KS, LA,

MA, ME, MN, MS, NE, ND, NH, NM, OH,
OR, RI, SD, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI, WV

NN \\\. |
' wan g STATES WITH BILLS
0 £5 1NTRODUCED
_ _ - .
Y  STATES WITH BILLS
@ N DRAFTED, ACTION PLANNED



EFFECT OF FEDERAL CRITERIA

DOT CRITERIA FOR STATE LAW TO INCLUDE IN 2/3 POPULATION

COVERAGE - DRIVERS AND FRONT SEAT PASSENGERS
WATVERS - MEDICAL REASONS ONLY
PENALTIES - $25 MINIMUM INCLUDING CoURT COSTS
DAMAGES/EVIDENCE - ALLow EVIDENCE oF NoN-USE

TO MITIGATE DAMAGES
EDUCATION/EVALUATION - PROGRAM TO ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE
EFFECTIVE DATE - ON orR BEFORE 9/1/89

CRITERIA COMPLIANCE OF STATE LAWS

NEw York* NEw JERSEY ILLINOIS
COVERAGE YES YES YES
WATVERS NO NO NO
PENALTIES NO NO NO
DAMAGES/EVIDENCE NO NO NO
EDUCATION YES YES NO
EFFECTIVE DATE YES YES YES

*GRANDFATHERED

JDRR5003.,6



POLITICAL EXPERIENCE TO DATE

STRONGEST ARGUMENT AGAINST -- GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE
MINORITY BuT VocAL

ORGANIZED OPPOSITION BY INSURANCE CO.s anD ASSOC,s
TO SEAT BELT LAWS MEETING DOT CRITERIA

ALLSTATE

NATIONWIDE
STATE FARM

ALLIANCE OF AMERICAN INSURERS (AAT)

AMERICAN INSURANCE ASSOCIATION (AIA)

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT INSURERS (NATIT)
TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATIONS
SOME INSURANCE CO.,s SUPPORT

AAA RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF NATIONAL SUPPORT
KEMPER INSURANCE SUPPORT IN ILLINOIS

PUBLIC ATTITUDE IS IMPROVING SLIGHTLY

POLLS IN VARIOUS STATES

NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS
STILL A VERY EMOTIONAL ISSUE

VERY COMPRESSED TIME FRAME

JDR85003,7



RESTATING OUR OBJECTIVE - GIVEN THE PoL1TICAL REALITIES

PASS A SEAT BELT USE LAW - 2/3 PopPuLATION By 9/1/86
- ALL STATES IN 2 - 4 YEARS

PASS "BEST” BILL POSSIBLE (CLnsesT To DOT CRITERIA)
SECOND ROUND IN STATES TO COMPLY WITH DOT CRITERIA
SECOND ROUND WITH DOT TO AMEND CRITERIA

ENCOURAGE SEAT BELT USE TO MAKE COMPLIANCE WITH
DOT CRITERIA IRRELEVANT

KEy WiLL BE THE REDUCTION OF INJURIES AND FATALITIES
WITHOUT REDUCTION - PRESSURE FOR MORE ACTION
WiTH REDUCTION - CASE AGAINST PASSIVE RESTRAINTS WILL
IMPROVE REGARDLESS OF CRITERIA

JDR85003,8



TRAFFIC SAFETY NOW - TSN

ORGANIZATION  BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
OPERATING COMMITTEE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE

FUNDING
OVERALL FUNDING COMMITTED - $ 20 MILLION
GM FUNDING COMMITTED - ¢ 12 MILLION / YEAR
GM FUNDING ALREADY PROVIDED - $ 3 MILLION
ACCOMPL ISHMENTS
COALITION FUNDING (12 STATES)
CONTRACT LOBBYISTS (10 STATES)

CONTRACT PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRMS
SPECIFIC STATE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

JDR85003.9



SUMMARY
3 STATES HAVE SEAT BELT USE LAWS -- 15.65 7 OF POPULATION
TSN IS FUNCTIONING
IMPLEMENTING OUR STRATEGY
ACTIVE COALITION AND LOBBYISTS IN 18 STATES

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN 9 STATES
LEGISLATION DRAFTED - ACTION PLANNED IN 27 STATES

JDR85003, 10



SI1ATE FOPULATION

. A OF 7-1-83

RANE.  STATE
) 1 cA
2 NY
3 TX
4 Fa
5 IL
& OH
7 FL
8 MI
9 NJ
10 NC
11 MA
12 GA
13 VA
14 IN
15 MO
16 WI
17 TN
18 LA
19 MD
20 WA
21 MN
22 AL
23 KY
24 Ok
25 sC
26 Co
27 CT
28 AZ
29 I
30 OR
31 MS
32 KS
33 AR
34 Wy
35 uT
36 NE
37 NM
=] ME
39 HI
40 ID
41 NH
42 RI
43 NY
44 MT
45 sD
464 ND
47 pc
48 DE
49 vT
50 Wy
51 Ak

TOTAL POP.
SBUL

SOURCE:

STATE

FOFULATION

25, 174
17, 667
15,724
11,895
11,486
10,746
10, 680
9,069
7,468
b, 082
5,747
5,732
5, 550
5,479
4,970
4,751
4,685
4,438
4,304
4,300
4,144
3, 959
3,714
3,298
3, 264
3,139
3,138
2,963
2,905
2,662
2,587
2,425
2,328
1,965
1,619
1,597
1,399
1,146
1,023
989
959
955
891
817
700
680
623
606
525
514
479

233, 980

FASSED
1

P-25, #944

CUMULATIVE
POPULATION

25,174
42,841
58, 565
70, 460
81,946
92, 692

103,372

112,441

119,909

125,991

131,750

137,490

143,040

148,519

153, 489

158, 240

162,925

167,363

171,667

175,947

180,111

184,070

187,784

191,082

194, 344

197,485

200,623

203, 586

206,491

209, 153

211,740

214,165

216,493

218, 458

220,077

221,674

223,073

224,219

225, 242

226,231

227,190

228, 145

229,036

229, 853

230,553

231,233

231,856

232,462

232,987

233,501

233,980

07-Jan-85

JAN 1984

STATE
PERCENT
10.759%
7.551%
6.720%
S.084%
4.909%
4.3935%
4.3564%
3.8786%
3.192%
2.599%
2. 4657
2. 4507
2.372%
2.3427
2. 124%
2.031%
2.002%
1.897%
1.839%
1.838%
1.771%
1.692%
1.587%
1.410%
1,395%
1.342%
1.341%
1.266%
1.242%
1.138%
1.106%
1.036%
0.995%
0.840%
0.692%
Q. &83%
0.598%
0.490%
0.437%
0.423%
0.410%
0.408%
0.381%
0.349%
0.299%
0.291%
0.266%
0.259%
0.224%
0.220%
0.205%

CumMuL

SBUL

PERCENT PASSED

10.7359%
18.310%
25.030%
30.114%
35.023%
39.615%
44.180%
48.056%
51.248%
53.847%
S6.312%
58.7617%
61.133%
63.475%
b65. 599%
67 . 6304
6. 632%
71.329%
73.368%
73.206%
76.977%
78.646%9%
80. 256%
81.6b664%
83.061%
84.403%
B85.744%
87.010%
88.252%
8%.389%
90.495%
?1.531%
92.526%
93.3686%
94.058%
4.741%
?5. 338%
95.828%
96.265%
94.688%
?7.098%
?7.306%
97.887%
98.236%
98.535%
98.826%
99.092%
99.351%
99.576&%
99.795%
100.000%

15.6517%

1
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Casey

INCORPORATED

PLBLIC RELATIONS
PLBLIC AFFAIRS
ATTITUDNAL RESE ARCH
ADVERTISING

17117 Nine Mile Rd., Suite 1545
Southfield, Michigan 48075
Phone: (313) 423-4600

January 6, 1985

TO: Tom Hanna, President
Traffic Safety Now

FROM: Jack and Jeff Caponigro
MG and Casey

SUBJECT: New York Survey Findings

Preliminary results of the New York attitudinal
survey are in. They are very positive for our
campaign.

Clark, Martire and Bartolomeo, Inc., (CM & B)

of New York City, conducted 1,156 telephone
interviews with adults across the state from Dec. 9
through 20. Blacks, Hispanics and Manhattan were
oversampled to provide credible subsamples of those
populations. Greg Martire, executive vice pres-
ident of CM & B, met with us in Detroit to jointly
develop the questionnaire. He managed the project
for the survey firm and is also enthusiastic about
the results. He is available to participate with
New York coalition leadership to announce the
results at a New York news conference, approximately
Jan. 15, if that is the plan.

The basic findings: Shortly after the law took
effect Dec. 1 (without fines for one month),
usage of belts had leaped from the previous 10-
15%. Forty percent of New Yorkers told the
surveyors in mid-December they were buckling up
"always'" and 227 "most of the time'--almost two-
thirds using the belts all or most of the time.

*Looking ahead to January, when the law is fully
effective, 64% said they will always buckle up,

and an additional 247 said they will most of the
time. Only 3% of New Yorkers--one in 33--said they
will never use belts.

*Safety belt usage is and will be the same along
party lines, Republicans, Democrats and Independents,
and along ideological lines, Conservatives, Liberals
and Moderates.

The great majority of safety belts are in working
order. Ninety-two percent of those with cars said
ALL of their belts work.



Tom Hanna
January 6, 1985
Page Two

*¥hile December usage was significantly lower

among Blacks and Hispanics, respondents in those

two groups indicated they will buckle up at the same
high rate beginning in January as the rest of the
state.

*New Yorkers are well aware of the law, if not the
details. Ninety-one percent learned of it through
publicity in the news media; most of the others
heard of the law from friends.

*New Yorkers believe belts save lives and give the
law high approval: 707 approve of its passage
(29% strongly; in comparison, only 11% strongly
disapproving).

*Ninety percent have heard of airbags but only 23%
say they are very familiar with them.

*In a choice between safety belts and airbags, New
Yorkers prefer belts by 47% to 37Z. Overall, they
think bags would add $268 to the price of a car.
Bag supporters averaged out at $237 for bags.

*Informing respondents that effective usage of
bags still calls for lap belt usage, bag support
drops to 23% (giving a 62%-237% margin to belts).

*A cost factor erodes bag support beginning at
$500. At that point (without knowledge of lap
belts; we split the survey sample to examine cost
and lap belts without biasing the respondents),
belts move to a 63%-21% margin. When asked their
preference if bags were to cost $800, bag support
drops to 10% (belts 74%, bags 10%).

When the factor of lap belt requirement and cost

for bags of $800 are combined, the hard-core bag
support bottoms out at 77 of the population.
Interestingly, this small group is composed of two
very different subgroups: those who apparently will
pay the price for bags almost regardless of cost,
and those who are so strongly against belts (and
belt laws) that they are for bags in any case.

*Greg Martire of CM & B observes that those who

prefer airbags do not make that choice necessarily
based on any knowledge--that is, an informed

decision. To a large degree this also is strictly
anti-belt, since those who said they were familiar

with airbags, and those who were not made approximately
the same choices.
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*Whom do you trust? Every group tested had positive
influence on the public in their stand on belt

laws. Highest were law enforcement people (34%
plus), followed by physicians (29%). Grouped at
25-27% plus were insurance companies, state legis-
latures, the Governor, auto makers and federal
officials. The news media were grouped at 17-19%
net plus.

Now for some negatives: Large numbers of people in
New York believe safety belts are uncomfortable (58%),
a nuisance (44%), might trap you in an accident (47%),
and that you can "brace yourself" to reduce injury.

In summary, we find the results to be a major plus
in countering opposition arguments, particularly
concerning whether people will comply with belt
laws, whether they approve of such laws, whether
they believe belts save lives and whether, knowing
the facts, they would prefer airbags to belt laws.

In the demographic and geographic breakdowns of the
survey results, we have considerable information
which will be useful to the New York coalition

to pinpoint areas of strength and weakness, support
and opposition. But the major benefit of the survey
at the moment could be the potential for very posi-
tive publicity to help gain momentum for the cam-
paigns in other states.
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Safety belts and state belt laws emerge as bzg wxnners 9 .

across the USA in a recently completed publiec opinion poll, “%ﬂlb"o

ﬂ“”o’

Interviews with 2,000 persons showed:

* 86 percent believe using belts would save a significant

number of lives

* 68 percent would like to see their state adopt a belt law

%* 88 percent would buckle up always or most of the time if

their state adopts a belt law
# 84 percent want such laws to be strictly enforced

* By 49 percent to 3B percent, the USA prefers belt laws

to mandatory air bags

* When people are told that air bags still require 1lap
belt usage, the margin jumps to 58 percent for belt law to
28 percent for mandatory air bzgs. Cost projections for ajr

bags swing the findings even more toward belt laws, pollsters said.

(more)
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The survey, conducted by Nordhaus Research, Inc.,
Farmington Hills, Mich., found that 40 percent of
Americans say they never -- or hardly ever -- use safety belts.
But only 7 percent =-- one person in 14 =-- says never or

hardly ever to belt usage if it is the law.

By region, belt laws were favored by 70 percent in
the East, 60 percent in the Central states, 72 percent in

the South and 69 percent in the West.

The polling was conducted by telephone from Dec. 28
through Jan. 7 on behalf of Traffic Sasfety Now, Inc., which

supports enactment of safety belt laws in all states,

FHaH 0
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S Kelley

MAR | 2 1985

The Honorable Robert J. Flick

Pennsylvania State House of
Representatives

15 North Devon Boulevard

Devon, PA 19333

Dear Mr, Flick:

Your Tetter to President Reagan has been referred to me for response. My
agency is responsible for programs to encourage safety belt use. Like the
President and Secretary Dole, I appreciate your interest and your thoughtful
suggestion.

People from my agency have met with representatives of the television and
motion picture industries as well as a number of advertising agencies to
discuss and encourage the type of support that you suggested. A number of
producers have begun to show belt use from time to time and some shows have
even included references to the benefits of safety belt use in their story
lines. Virtually all television commercials produced in the past 1 1/2 years
show automobile drivers and passengers wearing belts,

It is interesting that you mentioned the series, "Knight Rider." Part of the
premise for that series is that the car "Kitt", protects the Knight Rider with
its electronic equipment. The producers, however, are sensitive to the safety
belt issue and voluntarily cooperated with us in the production of a
television pubTic service announcement (psa) which was released Tast

November. The psa opens with an outside shot of the car, cuts to the
electronic dashboard, then to an automobile crash, and back to the dashboard,
with all its blinking lights. The voice of the car says, "I am "Kitt", the
computer control of this indestructible vehicle. I am programmed to avoid
accidents. Unfortunately, you are not. This year you may become one of the
millions who will be killed or injured in an automobile accident, unless you
take one of these two precautionary measures: Buckle your safety belt, or
don't even bother getting in your car." The psa ends with a printed tag line
and an announcer's voice saying, "Buckle up. Your life is in your hands."



We felt that this psa partnership was successful in that responses
from television stations that aired the message totalled just under

$1 million of air time. Competition for air time is so intense that
this figure is significant.

You may wish to express your views and suggestions directly to
producers of television series that interest you. It could be
most helpful since many of them are anxious to receive audience

comments and suggestions. We too will continue to encourage these
industries to include belt use in their programming.

Thank you again for your letter and in advance for any help you can
lend in support of safety belt use.

Sincerely,

fiare K. Steed

NHTSA:TSP:426—1675:REVISED:DKSTeed:dd:3~12~85:426—1836
JBWhite:mgg:3/6/85
cc: S10PD; S10EB; I/C,

P; A: S10Comeback NTS-01 Chrqn/Reagle

S. Kelley NTS-10 Su@J/Sgron :

NOA-01 Subj/Chron/DKS NTS-10 White/Brownlee
NOA-Q2 Info Controls: NHTSA 8503010004
NOA-10 JH/NOA-10 Cameron DOT 8502280048

NOA-40 ' #WP 388



T HE WHTITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

FEBRUARY 28, 1985

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ACTION REQUESTED:

'APPROPRIATE ACTION

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:

ID: 288877

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1985

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: THE HONORABLE ROBERT J. FLICK
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES
15 NORTH DEVON BOULEVARD
DEVON PA 19333

SUBJECT: SUGGESTION REGARDING SEAT BELT USE ON
TELEVISION

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN

TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT,

UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE

B

<

SALLY KELLEY

DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

850301000%
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ROBERT J FLICK, MEMBER COMMITTEES

15 N. DEVON BOULEVARD
DEVON, PENNSYLVANIA 19333
PHONE: (215) 688-8002

HOUSE POST OFFICE BOX 67 &
MAIN CAPITOL BUILDING
HARRISBURG. PENNSYLVANIA 17120
PHONE: (717) 787-8579

FINANCE
LABOR RELATIONS

SUB-COMMITTEE
LIQUOR CONTROL

LIAISON (LORL)

H, - HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
HARRISBURG

February 12, 1985

Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The other evening my family and I were watching "Knight Rider" when my
wife made the comment that "you never see anyone on television shows using
seat belts". We discussed this for awhile and the thought occurred to me,

in light of the importance of using seat belts as well as the Department of
Transportation's new awareness program, why couldn't the Motor Picture
and Television industry cooperate by at least occasionally showing the

stars of the program using seat belts?

With all due respect, might I suggest the Executive Office correspond with
major producers in Hollywood to see if they might lend their support. If you

feel this suggestion has merit, please share with me your progress.

Best regards.
Sincerely,
& 4
— .
c
N i
Robert J. Flick
RJF/mmg

cc: Elizabeth H. Dole, Secretary
U.S. Department of Transportation

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSA TION

LEGISLATIVE OFFICE FOR RESEARCH

8503010004





