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Ms. Linda Mitchell 
3696 S. Granby Way 
Aurora, CO 80014 

Dear Ms. Mitchell: 
~ 

OCT I l 1984 

This is t'1 response to your recent letter to President and Mrs. Reagan 
about your daughter Kristi's automobile accident. I have been asked to 
respond because I administer the occupant protection program in the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 

Your story does "touch the heart of anyone who reads it." It is through 
personal experiences such as yours that the safety belt message gets 
across and impacts other people's behavior. Because films are so very 
expensive to produce, I would like to suggest that you tell your story 
through public speaking presentations before civic, corrmunity, 
educational, and medical groups. There are many organizations involved 
in our national safety belt outreach program that might welcome such a 
presentation at a meeting in your area. The organizations that are 
involved in our program are described in the enclosed report on page 18. 

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter, the article 
about Kristi, and a copy of this response to our Regional Office in 
Denver (c/o Donald Williamson, Regional Administrator, (303) 234-3253) 
and to the Colorado Governor's Representative for Highway Safety (c/o 
Larry Karsten, Division of Highway Safety, (303) 757-9381). 

Thank you for sending in your story and for offering to help in spreading 
your life-saving message. 

Enclosure 

cc: Regional Administrator 
Governor's Representative 

Sincerely, 

Howard M. Smolkin 

Diane K. Steef-1-

( . 
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SEPTEMBER 28, 1984 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 2 6-33 2 5 
·-

MEDIA: LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 21, 1984 
. - . -· 

TO: MRS. REAGAN 

FROM: MRS. LINDA MITCHELL 
36 96 SOUTH GRANBY WAY 
AURORA co 80014 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS HELP TO PUBLICIZE HER STORY ABOUT 
HER DAUGHTER AND THE SEAT BELT ISSUE 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
( OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

I • , .. 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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~ . j'/' The Honorable Ronald Reagan 

/ /\ President Of The United States 
u'\ And Mrs. Ronald Reagan 

~y 1600 Pennsylvanis Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

September 21, 1984 

Dear Preside'nt Reagan and Mrs. Reagan, 

I am writing to you with the hope that you can help me. Enclosed 
you will find my story II Two Roses For Kristi 11 

; the story of my 
daughter and her automobile accident. I have become deeply involved 
in the seat belt issue. 

My goal is to reach as many people as possible; I believe that my 
daughters story will touch the heart of anyone who reads it. 

I am not a professional writer, I just wrote down with the help of 
my twin sister, what happened to my child. 

263325 

I want to make a movie of K_r:is._ti~s __ story. What better way to reach 
the greatest amountof people. I was lucky, Kristi's story has a happy 
ending. Would you help me? Can you tell me who I m_i_ghLsel'}_d her __ sJ9ry 
to? - -- • -

Please, if you will, read II Two Roses For Kristi ". 

Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter. 

Verr, Sincerely, 

of; :"lda✓' -:nziccAt:,e'.L 
Linda Mitchell 
3696 S. Granby Way 
Aurora, Colorado 80014 
303 699-8457 
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Editor's Note: According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), more 
than 70,000 children under five are reported as injured in car incidents while riding as passengers. 
M u.-;i i;f iht'se injuries occur from direct crashes and often result in disfigurement, paralysis, post­
traumatic epilepsy and much more. Using safety seats and belts in these cases can reduce the chance 
for injury by 90%. 

On Oct. 7, 1977, Linda Mitchell's life became a nightmare when a car crossed the center line and hit 
husband Doug's car head on. No one sustained major injuries except four-year-old Kristi, who was 
critical. The following is her story. 

Melissa was crying for me, but I could 
not move to comfort her. My husband 
Doug and our twin daughters Kristi and 
Melissa had been in a car accident - a 
head-on collision. I felt everyones' eyes on 
me as the doctor explained Kristi's in­
juries. Dear God, this had to be a night­
mare! My little girl was in critical con­
dition. She had interpal inj~ries, her right 
arm was badly broken, herjaw possibly 
fractured, and she had sustained severe 
head injuries . Doug had-resuscitated her 
at the scene of the accident, but she was 
unconscious when they reached the hos­
pital. We were told that if Kristi were to 
stop breathing again, it would be due to 
the brain injury. If we chose to resuscitate 
her, she would be a vegetable. We felt that 
the answer was in God's hands. 

I tried to pull myself together for Doug, 
but nothing could have prepared me for 
the sight of my daughter in Intensive 
Care. The moment I looked at her -
swollen and discolored - my knees gave 
way and I fell to the floor. I wanted to 
hold and comfort her with words but I 
didn't know if she heard me. I sat with her 
... I watched ... and I waited for her to 
die. 

One thought ran-through my mind over 
and over. Would I be sitting here if I had 
made my girls 'wear seatbelts? I never 
imagined this could happen to me. I had 
been careless with their lives, and I was 
paying the price. It was a miracle that 
Melissa hadn't been hurt. Was it too late 
for Kristi now? 

Doug was in a daz.e, wanting des­
perately to help. The accident was not his 
fault, but he blamed himself each time he 
looked at Kristi. It was after midnight 
when he asked someone to open the 
flower case for him. He chose a single 
pink rose and placed it by her side. I 

Kristi Mitchell (left) and twin sister Melissa 
(right ). shown seven years after the head-on colli­
sion that deeply affected the whole family . 

lty Linda Mitchell and Cathy Stephens 

thought back to another time he had given 
her a pink rose ... the day she was born. 
The twins were premature, and we won­
dered if Kristi would survive. She grew 
healthy ·and strong. Would the rose bring 
us good luck once more? I went to the 
chapel to find comfort. 

Every family visitor was detennined to 
get through to Kristi somehow. Cartoons 
on television produced no response. My 
sister, Cathy, react. stories- but no one 
heard them. We were all staring at Kristi, 
who remained lifeless. One doctor felt 
Melissa might reach her sister. Once 
Melissa overcame her shock at seeing 
Kristi, she tried but failed also. In de­
spair, I told one nurse I felt I would have 
to prepare Melissa for a lifetime without 
Kristi. The nurse agreed, which made me 
feel both angry and deeply afraid . 

Physical therapists were called in'. They 
placed plaster cones in Kristi's hands to 
prevent her from clenching her fists. Casts 
were put on her legs to stop the break­
down of the muscles. It took two men to 
force the legs back into a normal posi­
tion. Deep down, I believed their efforts 
were in vain . I have never known such 
despair! 

The rose Doug had given Kristi was 
wilting, and I was afraid that ifit died, any 
hope he had would die with it. I ex­
plained my fears to Cathy and she bought 
a large bouquet of pink roses. We re­
placed that single rose many times ... 
Doug never knew what we had done. 

The days seemed like weeks at the hos­
pital. It was too painful to leave for very 
long. The mental picture of our daughter 
lying in her bed brought us quickly back 
to the hospital. Again and again, I went to 
the chapel for comfort and prayed for a 
"sign" that she would live. 

One evening my answer came. Cathy 

was reading to the girls as she had each 
evening. This time we saw a difference. 
For the first time, Kristi seemed to be 
looking at the book. A close family friend 
was with us. As he was leaving my mother 
said, "Kristi ... wave goodbye." Her 
fingers moved slightly, but she had waved 
to him. At last there was hope, and the 
tears we shared were happy ones. 

The neurologist ordered a cat scan, a 
series of x-rays of the brain, but the re­
sults were inconclusive. There was too 
much swelling to indicate what part of the 
brain had been damaged. 

Nothing more could be done in Inten­
sive Care so she was moved to Pediatrics. 
"Would she always be this way," I won­
dered, "motionless, staring into space?" 

Getting food in her was the next hurdle. 
I fed her baby food and managed to give 
her 900 calories that day. It was a begin­
ning. 

Melissa had shown little emotion, and 
we knew she needed us at home. She 
wouldn't sleep in her room without her 
sister, so I held her throughout the nights. 

The following days at the hospital were 
spent caring for and feeding Kristi. It took 
most of each day to give her the calories 
she needed. Another cat scan had to be 
scheduled. While we waited for the test to 
be completed, Doug and I took Melissa to 
the gift shop. We bought the girls hand 
puppets. Melissa chose a puppy for her 
sister .. . she named it "Toto." 

Each night Doug would perform with 
the puppets. Kristi's eyes seemed to fol­
low his movements, but we couldn't be 
. sure. Moving Kristi was important, and 
we took her for rides up and down the 
halls in a little red wagon. In a back room 
in Pediatrics, Doug found a life-sized 

Continued on page 25 
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I 
Roses for Kristi 
Continued from page 17 

' . 
Raggedy Ann doll. When he showed it to 
Kristi, she smiled. How I had longed for 
the sight of her beautiful smile. 

We soon learned that Kristi's mood 
would quickly change if we did not keep 
her occupied . One moment she would 
laugh, the next she would scream! 

Seventeen days passed, and Kristi re­
mained in a semi-conscious state. Alone 
with Kristi one evening, I asked her what 
she would like to be for Halloween. Her 
trembling voice whispered "a witch." My 
thoughts were racing as I asked her 
another question, one I knew she would 
be able to answer. "Kristi, what is it that 
we put in our living room at Christmas 
time?" "A tree," she said. "What is it that 
we put under the tree, Kristi?" "A stock­
ing," she said. She shook her head and, 
for the first time, really looked at me and 
said. "Mommy, where is my puppet, 
Toto?" As I screamed for the nurses, I 
turned to see Doug and Melissa standing 
in the doorway . They were speechless. I 
slept peacefully that night for the first 
time in weeks. 

The next day the casts were removed 
from Kristi 's legs·. I thought my heart 
would break when she realized she could 
not walk . .. she was too weak! I had to 
make her beli,eve in herself. -Kristi, yoti 
can walk ... now say it!" Her trusting 
voice spoke the words I wanted to hear. 
"Now say it again, Kristi and believe it!" 
By the end of the day, she had taken her 
first steps. 

She improved so rapidly during the next 
four days, we were told we could take her 
home. The doctors felt she would recover 
at a faster rate in familiar surroundings . I 
was afraid to leave the safety and security 
of the hospital. My four-year -old 
daughter had to be cared for like a baby. 
The adjustments we made were difficult 
for all of us. 

For weeks I slept in the girls' room 
listening to every sound Kristi made. 
Slowly, we taught her to do things she had 
once been able (o do for herself. 

Physical therapy sessions at the hos­
pital were an important part of her re­
covery . It was a family project and we 
learned together. Our goal was to bring 
back the coordination she had lost. 

Three years have gone by as I write this . 
Kristi has had eye surgery and may re­
quire further eye operations. The exten­
sive therapy she required in the beginning 
is no longer necessary, but she will have to 
do therapy at home for the rest of her life. 
She attends school with her sister and 
shares her joy of living with all of us. 
Kristi has some problems, but she will al­
ways be a winner. 

When I eventually told Doug about the 
rose in Kristi's room, he said nothing; he 
understood . @ 

If you're changi,.9 your addreu, 
don't forget to l►t ua know, 
Call your neareo,t • office, 
before you pac" your bag• to go. 
(See office listing on Page 2.) 

YOU'LL GET A COMPLETE TUNE-UP. 
NO ADD ONS OR EXTRA CHARGES! ALL TUNE-UPS INCLUDE: 

• Electronic diagnosis 
• Adjust carburetor 
• Adjust dwell and timing 

, • Replacing as needed air filter, fuel filter, plug wires, distributor cap, 
rotor, condensor, PCV valve 

• Replace plugs and point· • Exhaust gas eml551ons check, and dynamometer evaluation 

WE [MPlOV 
IU: C "AN tCS 

CE,-Tlf'l[O IV 

6490 Leetsdale Dr. 
(AT MONACO) 

355-6197 

TUNl!SHOP e MONTH QUARANT■■ 
ON PARTS & LABOR. NO MILEAGE LIMITATION 

AUGUST LICENSE PLATE RENEWAL? 
'rOU MAY NEED THE NEW EMISSION STICKER!! 

We are State licensed to perform the required 
emission Ins ection ! 

Save gas 
Start Quicker 

with Champion 
spark plugs 

lcH•?10Nj,~ 

AAA 8/84 

301 s: Broadway .... -...fl.AA 5805 Independence 6000 W. «!h 
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who 
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking 
while they are expected to def end their nation, this concern cannot and 
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed 
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of 
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under­
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young 
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking 
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and wine can be 
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of 
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned 
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the 
minimum drinking age at 18. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mrs. Randall Cullison 
18111 Valencia 
Hesperia, CA 92345 

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVH1) 



DRAFT /Date ~7f-,/ 2 ..... 21-f/_._s ... 4 ____ _ 

RR/ _____ / _____ / 
(Drafter) (Rev. I) 

AVH/ KCS I -----

Dear 
Mrs. Cullison 

(Rev. II) 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 

Enclosures: 

Other: 
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~ ,-<.,..,-, .........._,... 



September 25, 1984 

Dear Mrs. Cullison: 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing opposition to 
his decision to sign legislation encouraging the States to raise the minimum 
drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared with the 
President1s advisers. 

Let me share with you some of the reasons why the President is convinced 
of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 the President appointed a Commis­
sion on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways to 
reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving. 
The Commission 1s report to the President detailed the scope of the problem 
and made recommendations for improving prevention and enforcement techniques 
to combat drunk driving . The Commission urged Federal action to require a 
21-year-old drinking age. 

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to 
raise their drinking ages to 21 , and he mentioned his views in several speeches . 
The President · hoped and expected that the States would take this step without 
Federal intervention. In fact , many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now 
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled. 

This has occurred despite the obvious effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking 
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin . As the President noted 
in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell , New Jersey, on June 20 , 
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in 
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven method 
of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies. New Jersey 1 s experience 
makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 21-year-old drinking 
age , the number of nighttime , single-vehicle fatalities among 19-and 20-year-olds 
dropped 26 percent . This is strong testimony to the potential of such statutes 
for saving lives . 

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion 
of a State 1s highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year 
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the 
21-year-old drinking age . By stimulating action by more States , it will elimi­
nate the so-called nBlood Borders, n where young people leave their homes 
to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age . 
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who 
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking 
while they are expected to def end their nation, this concern cannot and 
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed 
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of 
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under­
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young 
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking 
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and win can be 
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of 
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned 
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the 
minimum drinking age at 18. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mrs . Randall Cullison 
18111 Valencia 
Hesperia, CA 92345 

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVH1) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 29, 1984 ' 
,= .. 11~ 

~I''.·,:_,,.; f. 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: MELANIE DAY 
OFFICE OF ABIGAIL HEALY 
DRUG ABUSE POLICY OFFICE 

SUBJECT: Attached Correspondence 

Gail Healy has been out of the office ill 
this week and asked me to return this 
letter to you. 

After review Ms. Healy finds it to be an 
appropriate response. She did suggest, 
however, that you might wish to add to the 
last paragraph that it is up to the 
discretion of the base commander in the 
United States whether or not beer and wine 
can be served. 

Please call if you have any further 
questions. Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: 7---/ 6 -~ f 
To: _/tl:_~ft--;0 ~ 

~~~ 
,,,,1 -~ ;a~ ? 

ANNE HIGGINS 
Special Assistant to the 
President and Director 

of Correspondence 
Room 94, x7610 I 





Dear Mrs . Cullison : 

August 9, 1984 

u:,l\ 
v)Ji 

~ (\ 

Thank you for your message to President Reagaf expressing opposition to 
his decision to sign legislation de-sig-noo=t0 m-41:tee the States to raise the 
minimum drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared 
with the President's advisers . 

Let me share with you wit ;--;ome of the reasons why the President is 
convinced of the wisdom o this legislation . In 1982 the President appointed 
a Commission on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways 
to reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving. 
The Commission's report to the President laid- GB-t -m ·compelling detaml rhe scope 
of the problem and made--num~ecommendations for improving prevention 
and enforcement techniques to combat drunk driving. The Commission urged 
Federal action to require a 21-year-old drinking age . 

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to 
raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned his views in several speeches. 
The President hoped and expected that the States would take this step without 
Federal intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now 
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled . 

This has occurred despite the ~:m @lt-- effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking 
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin. As the President noted 
in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20, 
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths 
in this country . Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven 
method of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies . New Jersey's 
experience makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 21-year­
old drinking age , the number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19-
and 20-year-olds dropped 26 percent . This is strong testimony to the potential 
of such statutes for saving lives. 

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion 
of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year 
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988 , if it does not enact the 
21-year-old drinking age. By stimulating action by more States , it will elimi­
nate the so-called "Blood Borders, 11 where young people leave their homes 
to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age. 
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who 
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking 
while they are expected to def end their nation, this concern cannot and 
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed 
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of 
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under­
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young 
person in the Armed Forces serving in an overseas post is not bound by 
the laws pertaining to drinking which are enforced by the States. Officers 
clubs and Non-commissioned Officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries 
have established the minimum drinking age at 18. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 
and Director of Correspondence 

Mrs. Randall Cullison 
18111 Valencia 
Hesperia, CA 92345 

AVH/KCS/CAD/ech-s6(AVH1) 
AVH-330A var. 



A\' H-- _. : . ' .' 

_R5 : COX ~and a t o r y 2 1 Dr inking Age 

Dear Mr . Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 25, 1984 (XXX330A) 

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing 
opposition to his decision to sign legislation designed to induce 
the States to raise the minimum drinking age to 21 . Your 
comments on th i s issue will be shared with the President's 
advisers. 

Let me share with you with some of the reasons why the 
President is convinced of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 
the President appointed a Commission on Drunk Driving and 
asked it to make recommendations on ways to reduce the toll in 
human lives, injuries and damage caused · by drunk driving. The 
Commission's report to the President laid out in compelling detail 
the scope of the problem and made numerous recommendations for 
improving prevention and enforcement techniques to combat 
drunk dr i v i ng. The Commission urged Federal action to require 
a 21-year - old drinking age. 

The President immediately ex pressed his support for action by 
the States to raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned 
his views in several speeches. The President hoped and 
expected that the States would take this step without Federal 
intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it 
now appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional 
States has stalled. 

This has occurred despite the evident effectiveness of the 21-
year-old drinking age in preventing deaths and saving lives from 
ruin. As the President noted in an address at Riverdell High 
School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20, alcohol-related 
automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in 
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and 
proven method of reducing the damage caused by these 
tragedies. New Jersey ' s experience makes this clear. In the 
first year after enactment of the 21-year-o ld drinking age, the 
number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19- and 20-
yea r-olds d rapped 26 percent. This i s strong testimony to the 
potential of such statutes for saving lives. 

The new legislation supported by the Adm i nistration will withhold 
a portion of a State ' s highway fund allotment, beginning with 
5 percent in fiscal year 1987 and increasing to 10 percent in 
fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the 21-year-old drinking 
age. By stimu lating action by more States, it will eliminate the 
so-called "Blood Borders, .. where teenage.,.s leave their homes to 
go to the nearest State with a lowe1d rinking age. 

r e)~ 

(7/12/84) 



. -

P. 2 

~~ ~ 
~ we can understand your concern about young ~_who volunteer to serve 

J.,..~ ~ .Jlsu~ ~ av. ~ 
their country being denietl --che privfieg8 of dri~ while they are expected . 

to defend their nation, this concern cannot and should not override the 

~ -+t,..,..~~ kM-,,...._,,~_:t~ ~~~~. r7: "-~+s~-t-~ ~ ~ -
effort to r,reve~ 1alcohol relat~~ ~ a young person 

in the ;rmed forces serving in an overseas p ost is not bound by the laws per-

t a ining to drinking which are enforced by the States. Officers clubs and 

~ ,-.. 
Non-commissioned Officers clubs,.,J.H U.~S . bases in o ther c ountries have .se-v 

~~~ ~ t' 
~ minimum drinking a ge at 18 . 

With the President's best wisheC 

S/AVH 

Mrs. Jean M. Cullison 

18111 Valencia/ Hesperia , CA 92345 
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November 16, 1984 

Dear Mr. Twyman: 

The President has asked me to thank you for your letter of 
September 23 expressing your support for his Administration 
and interest in having him appear in your company's poster 
campaign to promote safety belt use. 

Enclosed is the picture you requested to President and 
Mrs. Reagan and a brief message by the President concerning 
the importance of buckling up for use in your campaign. 

The President is very pleased that you, along with many 
other business and private sector groups, are actively 
participating in the National Safety Belt Campaign effort. 

Thank you for undertaking this worthwhile program to promote 
safety belt use among your employees and community. 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

Mr. David Twyman 
Borden, Inc . 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

AVH / DOT / nlm--llPMNA 

To accompany Presidential Message re Auto Accidents 

Enclosures: RR Congratulatory Message & RR & NR Photo 
(a.t Helicopter) 

cc: James Coyne, PSI - FYI 
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A Message From the President 
of the United States of America 

Every year, more than 40,000 persons are killed in auto accidents on our 

highways, nearly half of them in the front seat of a passenger car or light 

truck. ' More than 300,000 persons suffer moderate to critical injuries, many 

of them young people who will never work again and who will become 

permanently disabled. 

Thousands of deaths and serious injuries could be prevented if everyone used 

safety belts. Nancy and I have been staunch believers in safety belts for a 

long time. vJe want to stress our concern for your safety and well-being as 

motorists both on and off the job by sharing this important message with the 

people of Borden. 

Please buckle up! 

~-R 
~aur e 4: psz .. 





U.S. Department of 
Transportation 

Office of the Secretary 
of Transportation 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

SUBJECT: 

NCNl3l84 

Ms. Sally Kelley 
Director of Agency Liai son 
Presidential Correspondence 
The ~·Jhi te House 

400 Seventh St. , S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Suggested Reply for Safety Belt Message Request 

In response to your referral of October 15, 1984, I am sending you a 
suggested reply and message on safety belts for ing t 
Mr. David A. Twyman 1 s letter. 

Attachments 

Linda Lugenia Arey 
Execu t ive Secretariat 



S U G G E S T E D R E P L Y 

Dear Mr. Twyman: 

The President has asked me to thank you for your letter of September 23 

expressing your support for his Administration and interest in having him 

appear in your company's poster campaign to promote safety belt use. 

Enclosed ·is (~) the picture(/) you requested of President and Mrs. Reagan 

and a brief message by the President concerni ng the importance of buckling 

up for use in your campaign. 

The President is very pleased that you, along with many other business and 

private sector groups, are actively participating in the National Safety 

Belt Campaign effort. 

Thank you for unde rtaking this worthwhile program to promote safety belt use 

among your employees and community. 

Sincerely, 

f<fl~~~ .......... ~--r. 
Enclosuref ~e~ NR. ~.,~J' JO.A~"4 

Mr. David Twyman 
Borden 9 Inc. 
180 East Broad Street 
Columbus, OH 43215 
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180 EAST BROAD STREET 
COLUMBUS OH 43215 

SUBJECT: SEEKS . MESSAGE OF SUPPORT FOR •sAVED BY THE 
BELT• PROJECT WITH ACCOMPANYING PHOTO OF 
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SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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BORDEN INC 
180 EAST BROAD STREET, COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215 

DAVID A. TWYMAN 
LOSS CONTROL MANAGER 

De a r l\'ir. Reagan, 

September 23, 1984 

RECE\ 

OC1 3 198 

scHEDUUNG 
QfF\G~ 

This is the first time I have ever written a President of the 
United States. I guess, being 26, I have never been so enthus­
iastic about a President until you came along. I believe in 
you, sir, and I am proud of what you are doing for our country. 
The patriotism abounds now more than . I have ever known. I can 
truly say that I a m "proud to be an American". 

Mr. Reagan, I guess I don't have to tell you that you that you 
have my vote. You convinced me long ,ag o that you would be a 
strong leader. Now, sir, I wou l d like your vote. 

I am young and fairl y new to the business world. I have set 
high goals for myself and believe I will attain them. I'm sure 
I would be recognized for my efforts with a lit tle help from 
you, sir. I would like to ~ature you as a supporter for our 
"Saved by the Be lt" se a t belt program a t Borden, where I am 
€fnployed. Our cumpany logo will not b~ printed on the poster 

"t-ha~ I would like for you to represent, as I do not want you to 
endorse our · company_ be 9ause of the o_lLt.i~ ications of 
commercialism that would arise. I would just like your ic ture, 
the First Lady's picture, or as a couple to represent on t he 
pos ter and a brief message of t he importance of wearing seat 
belts. Maybe you can even share a · past experience. ·ram sure 
you and the Firs t Lady wear seat -belts , but your promotion 
woul d do wonders for many lives and t he e nhance ment of my career. 

You probabl y will not have t he ti~e to read my letter, much less 
the time to spend on a seat bel t promotion, but I thought it 
was a good idea. I certainl y hope you can hel p me, sir, and 
good luck to you and Mr. Bush on your re-election. 

Sincerely, 

David A. Twyman 

My wife, Candy, and I would like to invite you i nto our 
home for dinner at your request. We would enjoy the company 
of you and Mr s. Reagan. 

TELEPHONE (614) 225-4413 





SAVED BY I THE BELT 

Our thanks to Donald L. Payne, Jr. for sharing his seatbelt experience with us. 

SAFETY IS EVERYONE'S 
BUSINESS 

\ 
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C@ar ~r. ContHt 1 

Jcur l~tter ct Jenuary 2, 1985 concerning the tragic 
~•aths of ~r . ace ~re . F~riQP.e ~artinet &n6 their so~ 
~iguel bas b~en forvarOed by th♦ White ffeuae to re for 
repli. At, you tnoli, thE- ~ar tiriez fe1r1tly was ktl.le~ in an 
&t;tovo~!lE accilont in ,ti,vojoe . Sonora, tsexico, er. 
~ece~bEr lS, l9t~. 

The A~eriean Co~gul8t~ 1n Eer~osillo wa~ infor~ee of 
the acciclent t;eetH!".b<t:t 17 C'}' the ~axican auttoritiei: in 
~evojos, whc requested asslst•nce in deter~lning the 
citJ.2enshit) cf the o•eeaee:c!. In ad,Uttcr. tc infcr1tin9 the­
~e,art~~nt ct State of the deaths , the Consulat~ co~tacte~ 
the OakdalE pol ico, the Ir;:;11;i9ration and Na.tural iaatt Ion 
Service- (It-IE) cffic~ in Bot;eles , Arirona, enc t:hE' ~exican 
Consulat~ i~ Fresno. Ttc r~sult1nq infor~~tlcn was 
auff icient to .locate the t-"artine~f.'•• l~F records in tan 
Yr&nciaco. On D~ce~~er 27, INS San Francleco inf~r~ed the 
Consulate thllt all three of thE te-ceas~ were Kexicen 
citirene and net Americ~n citizena . 

Plea:st- be advifHrc that when At"er!c.an citirtrnt: ~ie 
•broAd the tep8rt~&nt of Stat~ 6oes everytb!~g posei~le tc 
lccate ar.~ not ifr tbe next cf kin ane ae~i st in. 
arrang~rents for tiepo~iticn of the r•~&in£. ~o~t posta 
h.ave cont.acts lilth lo-c!!l funeral ce;neEirn~ '1hic~ will 
•dviee the next of kin of the verious cpticne ant cost~. 
Thi£ is ueuilly sufficient to r•easure the fa~ily that 
cost1 art rcasonatl~. 

The c.-partment ef State infor~, the falf:il.1ea tt,at tre 
preflaatiof"l and •hir-:r.•nt of re~eins ie ciurit-t out in 
•ccoroanc• with the laws ant facilities availa~le 
locally. In ~ozt ce~es euch eervJce£ fell short of t~e~~ 
expect~f i~ th~ tnitet tt~tes. Accordin1 ly, th~ 
D~p~rt~~nt aleo eautio~F that a he~& tovn funeral ~lr~ctor 
be r~quest~d to det&r~in~ tte advi*ability cf 9ieYing tbe 
remain~. 

In th~ ca&e cf tte ~irtine~ ,~~ily, th• dec~ese6 ~ere 
~exica~ n~tion~le. !h~refcr~, th~ Ccnaulate h~d no 

'I'he J!onoreble 
G.ary- A. Cor.<!it, 

C&lifor~ta Aese,~blyttan, 
Secre~cntc, California. 

JAN 30 /985 



authority to intercede. Nevertheless, we would beve bean 
prepared to providE advice and guidance. to the family on 
ehipr-ent of ren:,aine. if the tatrily ha~ ao requested. 'rh• 
price ct $5,000 fer the preparetion ~rid ehipment of the 
re&ains of three person~ appears to be consistent with 
the feee for such services by other funerel ho~es in 
Sonora. Pe.yirent in eevance is usually r•quir:e-d for 
international ship~ent. 

I sincer~ly re9ret the tragic leee cf the Martin•z 
fa~ily an~ sy1t.1f -athi:e with the shock their relatives are 
feeling. I hope that th~ above information will be 
helpful to you in respondin9 to their concerns. Ple~se 
contact ee if you have any further question£. 

Sinc:er•ly, 

l/ J/4-' 
J~e B. Pler.k 

Director, lnt~rgovernar.ente.l Affeirm 
Office of Legisl•tive and 
ln9ergovern~ental Affairs 
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REFERRAL 
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LETTER, DATED JANUARY 2, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE GARY A. CONDIT 
CALIFORNIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE CAPITOL 
SACRAMENTO CA 95814 

SUBJECT: WRITES ON BEHALF OF THE MARTINEZ FAMILY WHO 
WERE KILLED IN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT IN MEXICO 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL-~ IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486 . 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



On ·,P. 1al:"' o.:: the Presid.Ant, I would l '.: t , t . ank you for ~,our 
r~~ent l:tter ro ardi gt~ ~ituation cr~4~ed b 1 th. recth of 
th0 Enr iqu~ M~rtinc~ rami_y . 

T h 'V(" fr )r~J;irdeo ,our corr .Gpn: (~~nr::e b.) tllP appro :'::' ;_~ te 
r~ficials at th~ n~pnrtmqnt of State ~nr hAir ben~fit ind 
con•~id~rnt:.on . I :{p wt th- , •1 r"'U will h:'l lu->c1ring :: .om th0m 

.:hrfftlv. 

Th, nk : •ou for br nging ,:h.;_i; '":v,ttr-r to th a.t.ttmtio. o:: th" 
Adm :_Pi!lt r;.,tion . Please 1 .t me kr ou if T c n b~ .. of f urther 
, csic;t· nc.:r.> . 

L(:>e :,., . V,.rn·l: t"'ndiq 
Ansi~tan to th~ Pro3i 
i:::t •rnov~ -i.r:i. .nte.l Af f· 

. Bonora} lo Ga1:"" A . Co r it 
Ano~mblym~~ 0! thn Sta~0 of C~liforni 
'3tcl.tn Capitol 
S ~rem9nto , Cali~ rnin 95814 

for 
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H • Handcarrled 
L • Letter 
M-Mallgram 
0- Memo 
P • Photo 
R • Report 
S -Sealed 
T -Telegram 
V - Telephone 
X • Miscellaneous 
Y • Study 

CBn • Presidential & First Lady's Correspondence 
n • 1 • Ronald Reagan - Nancy Reagan 
n • 2 • Ron • Nancy 

Form 

P-

Media: __ _ 
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T H E W H I T E H OU S E 

REFERRAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

279417 

LETTER, DATED NOVEMBER 15, 1984 
, 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MRS. MICHAEL ELY 
3080 BLUE STAR DRIVE 
PENSACOLA FL 32514 

0 F F I C E 

DECEMBER 7, 1984 

SUBJECT: WRITES CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN 
KILLED IN SCHOOL BUS ACCIDENTS (HER DAUGHTER 
WAS KILLED IN 1981) 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE , WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
~GENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE -

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
....... 

' • 
WASHINGTON ~/~ 

FREDERICK J. 
PRESIDENTIAL 

JAMES K. COYN 
SPECIAL ASS TA 
PRIVATE SE 

~ hoto oppor 

'i 

To recognize American Honda Motor Company's 
outstanding initiative to promote safety belt use. 

C/?/;i/tVJ /, 
In support of the Department of Transportation's 
priority program for safety belt education, the 
American Honda Company offered to help spread the 
message of safety belt use in high schools 
throughout the country . Working with Warner 
Comm~nication and their subsidiary, D.C._ Comics, 
an educational program was created, utilizing the 
same c oncept followed in the Drug Awareness 
Program for Mrs. Reagan that was so successful 
last year (IBM and Keebler_ Cooki~s sponsored that 
effort). In Honda's program, a complete 
curriculum unit was designed that teaches belt u se 
in a fun and unique way (see attached). 

Using motivational and educational research 
developed by the National Highwa y Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) Office of Research and 
Development, a nd a dv ice prov ided by the Ameri c an 
Driver and Traffic Safe±y Educ~tion Association 
(ADTSEA), American Honda printed enough of the 
educational materials so that ADTSEA can send 
curriculum units to all of its 23,000 high 
schools. The schools will receive the program i n 
early January in time for the second semester. 

Department of Transportation is very pleased with 
the program and its quality . They have had 
nothing but favorable c omments from all over the 
country . It is a first class effort. 

American Honda ma de a substantial private sector 
contribution of time and resources to make the 
program of the highest quality. I think it is 
typical of their concept of corporate citizenship 
in this country as well as their . commitment to 
highway safety. 



OUTLINE OF EVENT: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

LOCATION: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PROJECT OFFICER: 

2 

American Honda has been in the U.S. for 25 years, 
growing from a small importer of motorcycles to a 
major importer and manufacturer of automobiles, 
motorcycles, and power equipment. In addition, 
they were the first Japanese manufacturer to 
produce cars in the U.S. 

President would greet President of American Honda 
and make brief remarks congratulating them on 
their extensive contribution to highway safety. 

None 

Oval Office 

None 

5 minutes during Administrative time. 

Secretary of Transportation Dole 
NHTSA Administrator Steed 
Mr. T. Chino, President, American Honda 

James K. Coyne 
Secretary of Transportation Dole 
NHTSA Administrator Steed 

James K. Coyne 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

... Tanuary 2 5, 1985 

2:871 141 
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I f/l 1½ / ~ I &. 5 ,, 

Dear Margot: 

Thanks very much for providing me with your materials on 
state's activities on Seat Belt Laws. I shall continue 

-ro monitor legislative action. 

Please keep me posted. 

Ms. Margot c. Parker 
Manag~r, State/Local 

Sincerely, 

Lee L. Verstandig 
Assistant to the President 
for Intergovernmental Affairs 

Legislative Analysis 
General Motors Corporation 
3044 West Grand Boulevard 
Detroit, Michigan 48202 



General Motors Corporation 

January 17, 1985 

Mr. Lee L. Verstandig 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 201~~~ 
Dear Mr.~~ 

We appreciate your assistance on t he state seat belt 
legislati on. As we discussed, I am enclosing a copy of 
Stu Francke's report to our management on the status of 
state activity on seat belt laws. It is an internal 
report, and I appreciate your treating it in confidence . 

Also attached is a copy of a population chart that ranks 
the states. In addition, I am attaching a report on New 
York survey results and copy of a draft ad which 
indicates support for state laws across the country. It 
will be run in USA TODAY in late January. I hope this 
information will be helpful to you. Please let us know 
if we can assist in any ot her manner . 

vas 

At t achment 

Best Regards, 

Margot C. Parker 
Manager, State/Local Legislative 

Analysis 

General Motors Bu ilding 3044 West Grand Bou levard Detroit, Michigan 48202 

..: 



JDR85003,l 

STATUS REPORT 

STATE LEGISLATION 

ON 
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1/15/85 



BACKGROUND 

OCTOBER 4, 1984 SAFETY REVIEW BOARD 

REVIEWED: OBJECTIVE 
STRATEGY 
LEGISLATIVE APPROACH 
STATE-BY-STATE PROGRAM 

OBJECTIVE: 2/3 POPULATION COVERED BY USE LAWS 
MEET DOT CRITERIA 
TARGET OF 9/1/86 

JDR85003,2 



UPDATE CURRENT SITUATION 

LEGISLATIVE STATUS 

RECAP 1983-84 SESSIONS JUST CONCLUDED 
PREVIEW 1985-86 SESSIONS GETTING STARTED 

EFFECT OF THE FEDERAL CRlTERIA 

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE TO DATE 

INDUSTRY COORDINATION THROUGH TRAFFIC SAFETY NOW 

JDR85003,3 



LEGISLATIVE STATUS - RECAP OF 1983-84 SESSIONS JUST CONCLUDED 

TARGET STATES - SINCE DOT RULEMAKING LAST JULY 

NEW YORK - PASSED, SIGNED, EFFECTIVE 1/1/85 

NEW JERSEY - PASSED, SIGNED, EFFF.CTIVF 3/1/85 

ILLINOIS - PASSED, SIGNED, EFFECTIVE 7/1/85 

MICHIGAN - PASSED SENATE (BY 10) ON 6/5/84 
FAILED HOUSE (BY 4) ON 12/6/84 

POPULATION COVERED BY SEAT BELT USE LAWS -- 15,65 % 

NOIITN DMDTA 

IOUTN DAllOTA r-----1 
WY0111110 

CDI.DIIADC) 

MWAII •• •-,.. 
(lb 

IIAN8Aa 

TbAa 

■ STATES WITH 
LAWS ENACTED 

15.65 I OF POPULATION 



LEGISLATIVE STATUS - PREVIEW oF 1985-8n SEssioNs GETTING STAPTEo 

LEGISLATION INTRODUCED: ARKANSAS 
CALIFORNIA 
FLORIDA 
MARYLAND 
MICHlGAN 
MISSOURI 
MONTANA 
OKLAHOMA 
PENNSYLVANIA 

LEGISLATION DRAFTED -- ACTION PLANNED 

27 STATES -- AL, CO, CT, DE, IA, ID, IN, KS, LA, 
MA, ME, MN, MS, NE, ND, NH, NM, OH, 
OR, RI, SD, TN, TX, VA, WA, WI, WV 

STATES WITH BILLS 
INTRODUCED 

STATES WITH BILLS 
DRAFTED, ACTIO~ PLANNED 



EFFECT OF FEDERAL CRITERIA 

DOT CRITERIA FOR STATE LAW TO INCLUDE IN 2/3 POPULATION 

CRITERIA 

COVERAGE 
WAIVERS 
PENALTIES 

COVERAGE - DRIVERS AND FRONT SEAT PASSENGERS 
WAIVERS - MEDICAL REASONS ONLY 
PENALTIES - $25 MINIMUM INCLUDING COURT COSTS 
DAMAGES/EVIDENCE - ALLOW EVIDENCE OF NoN-USE 

TO MITIGATE DAMAGES 
EDUCATION/EVALUATION - PROGRAM TO ENCOURAGE COMPLIANCE 
EFFECTIVE DATE - ON OR BEFORE 9/1/89 

COMPLIANCE OF STATE LAWS 

NEW YORK* NEW JERSEY ILLINOIS 

YES YES YES 
NO NO NO 
NO NO NO 

DAMAGES/EVIDENCE NO NO NO 
EDUCATION YES YES NO 
EFFECTIVE DATE YES YES YES 

*GRANDFATHERED 

JDR85003,6 



POLITICAL EXPERIENCE TO DATE 

STRONGEST ARGUMENT AGAINST -- GOVERNMENT INTERFERENCE 
MINORITY BUT VOCAL 

ORGANIZED OPPOSITION BY INSURANCE CO,s AND ASSOC,s 
TO SEAT BELT LAWS MEETING DOT CRITERIA 

ALLSTATE 
NATIONWIDE 
STATE FARM 

ALLIANCE OF AMERICAN INSURERS CAAi) 
AMERICAN INSURANCE ASSOCIATION CAIA) 
~ATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT INSURERS (NAIi) 

TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATIONS 

SOME INSURANCE CO,s SUPPORT 

AAA RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT OF NATIONAL SUPPORT 
KEMPER INSURANCE SUPPORT IN ILLINOIS 

PUBLIC ATTITUDE IS IMPROVING SLIGHTLY 

POLLS IN VARIOUS STATES 
NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS 
LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

STILL A VERY EMOTIONAL ISSUE 

VERY COMPRESSED TIME FRAME 

JDR85003.7 



RESTATING OUR OBJECTIVE - GIVEN THE POLITICAL REALITIES 

PASS A SEAT BELT USE LAW - 2/3 POPULATION BY 9/1/86 
- ALL STATES IN 2 - 4 YEARS 

PASS "BEST" BILL POSSIBLE (CLOSEST TO DOT CRITERIA) 

SECOND ROUND IN STATES TO COMPLY WITH DOT CRITERIA 

SECOND ROUND WITH DOT TO AMEND CRITERIA 

ENCOURAGE SEAT BELT USE TO MAKE COMPLIANCE WITH 
DOT CRITERIA IRRELEVANT 

KEY WILL BE THE REDUCTION OF INJURIES AND FATALITIES 
WITHOUT REDUCTION - PRESSURE FOR MORE ACTION 
WITH REDUCTION - CASE AGAINST PASSIVE RESTRAINTS WILL 

IMPROVE REGARDLESS OF CRITERIA 

JDR85003,8 



TRAFFIC SAFETY NOW - TSN 

ORGANIZATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT 
OPERATING COMMITTEE 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

FUNDING 

OVERALL FUNDING COMMITTED - $ 20 MILLION 
GM FUNDING COMMITTED - $ 12 MILLION/ YEAR 
GM FU~DING ALREADY PROVIDED - $ 3 MILLION 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

JDR85003,9 

COALITION FUNDING (12 STATES) 
CONTRACT LOBBYISTS (10 STATES) 
CONTRACT PUBLIC RELATIONS FIRMS 
SPECIFIC STATE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS 



SUMMARY 

3 STATES HAVE SEAT BELT USE LAWS -- 15,65 r, OF POPULATION 

TSN IS FUNCTIONING 

IMPLEMENTING OUR STRATEGY 

ACTIVE COALITION AND LOBBYISTS IN 18 STATES 
LEGISLATION INTRODUCED IN 9 STATES 
LEGISLATION DRAFTED - ACTION PLANNED IN 27 STATES 

JDR85003 .10 



l::ilATE POPULATION 07-Jan-85 
AS QF 7-1-83 

SOURCE: P-25,4+944 JAN 1984 

STATE CUMULATIVE STATE CUMUL SBUL 
RANK STATE POPULATION POPULATION PERCENT PERCENT PASSED 

1 CA 25,174 25,174 10.759½ 10.759½ 
2 NY 17,667 42,841 7.551½ 18.310½ 1 
3 TX 15,724 58,565 6.7201. 25.0301. 
4 PA 11,895 70,460 5.084'% 30.114'% 
5 IL 11,486 81,946 4.909'% 35.023'Y. 1 
6 OH 10,746 92,692 4.593'% 39.6151. 
7 FL 10,680 103,372 4.564'% 44.1901. 
B MI 9,069 112,441 3.876½ 48.056'l. 
9 NJ 7,468 119,909 3.192'% 51. 2481■ 1 

10 NC 6,082 125,991 2.599'% 53.847'% 
11 MA 5,767 131,758 2.465'% 56.312"/. 
12 GA 5,732 137,490 2.4501. 58.7611. 
13 VA 5,550 143,040 2.3721. 61. 1331. 
14 IN 5,479 148,519 2.342'% 63.475% 
15 MO 4,970 153,489 2.1241. 65.599"/. 
16 WI 4,751 158,240 2.031'l. 67.6301. 
17 TN 4,685 162,925 2.0021. 69.6321■ 

18 LA 4,438 167,363 1. 997,. 71. 529'% 
19 MD 4,304 171,667 1.8391. 73.3681■ 

20 WA 4,300 175,967 1.8381. 75.206¾ 
21 MN 4,144 180,111 1. 771'¼ 76.977"/. 
22 AL 3,959 184,070 1. 692"/. 78.669'% 
".)":" 
..:.,...) l<Y 3,714 187,784 1. 5871. 80.2561■ 

24 01< 3,298 191,082 1.4101. 81. 6661. 
25 SC 3,264 194,346 1.3951. 83.061'¼ 
26 co 3,139 197,485 1.3421. 84.403½ 
27 CT 3, 138 200,623 1.3411. 85.7441. 
28 AZ 2,963 203,586 1. 266% 87.010% 
29 IA 2,905 206,491 1. 2421. 88.252'¼ 
30 OR 2,662 209,153 1.138'% 89.3891. 
31 MS 2,587 211,740 1. 1061. 90.495'¼ 
32 KS 2,425 214,165 1 . 036'1/. 91. 531 '1/. 
33 AR 2,328 216,493 0.995'1/. 92.5261. 
34 WV 1,965 218,458 o. 840% 93.366'1/. 
35 UT 1,619 220,077 0.6921. 94.058'¼ 
36 NE 1,597 221,674 o. 683'1/. 94. 741 '1/. 
37 NM 1,399 223,073 0.598% 95.3381. 
38 ME 1,146 224,219 0.490'¼ 95.828% 
39 HI 1,023 225,242 o. 437"/. 96.26~'l. 
40 ID 989 226,231 0.423'l. 96.688'% 
41 NH 959 227,190 o. 410"/. 97.098% 
42 RI 955 228,145 o. 408"/. 97.506'% 
43 NV 891 229,036 o. 381 "/. 97.8871. 
44 MT 817 229,853 0.349'% 98.236% 
45 SD 700 230,553 0.299'½. 98.535% 
46 ND 680 231,233 o. 291 '½. 98.826% 
47 DC 623 231,856 0.266'¼ 99.0921. 
48 DE 606 232,462 0.259% 99.351'l. 
49 VT 525 232,987 o. 224"/. 99.5761. 
50 WY 514 233,501 0.220'¼ 99.795% 
51 Al< 479 233,980 0.205'¼ 100.000'¼ 

TOTAL POP. 233,980 

SBUL PASSED 36,621 15. 651 'Y. 3 
1 
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PUBLIC AFF /\IRS 
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ADVEATISING 

• 
17117 Nine Mile Rd., Suite 1545 

Southfield, Michigan 48075 
Phone: (313) 423-4600 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

January 6, 1985 

Tom Hanna, President 
Traffic Safety Now 

Jack and Jeff Caponigro 
MG and Casey 

New York Survey Findings 

Preliminary results of the New York attitudinal 
survey are in. They are very positive for our 
campaign. 

Clark, Martire and Bartolomeo, Inc., (CM & B) 
of New York City, conducted 1,156 telephone 
interviews with adults across the state from Dec. 9 
through 20. Blacks, Hispanics and Manhattan were 
oversampled to provide credible subsamples of those 
populations. Greg Martire, executive vice pres­
ident of CM & B, met with us in Detroit to jointly 
develop the questionnaire. He managed the project 
for the survey firm and is also enthusiastic about 
the results. He is available to participate with 
New York coalition leadership to announce the 
results at a New York news conference, approximately 
Jan. 15, if that is the plan. 

The basic findings: Shortly after the law took 
effect Dec. 1 (without fines for one month), 
usage of belts had leaped from the previous 10-
15%. Forty percent of New Yorkers told the 
surveyors in mid-December they were buckling up 
"always" and 22% "most of the time"--almost two­
thirds using the belts all or most of the time. 

*Looking ahead to January, when the law is fully 
effective, 64% said they will always buckle up, 
and an additional 24% said they will most of the 
time. Only 3% of New Yorkers--one in 33--said they 
will never use belts. 

•Safety belt usage is and will be the same along 
party lines, Republicans, Democrats and Independents, 
and along ideological lines, Conservatives, Liberals 
and Moderates. 

The great majority of safety belts are in working 
order. Ninety-two percent of those with cars said 
ALL of their belts work. 



Tom Hanna 
January 6, 1985 
Page Two 

*While December usage was significantly lower 
among Blacks and Hispanics, respondents in those 
two groups indicated they will buckle up at the same 
high rate beginning in January as the rest of the 
state. 

*New Yorkers are well aware of the law, if not the 
details. Ninety-one percent learned of it through 
publicity in the news media; most of the others 
heard of the law from friends. 

*New Yorkers believe belts save lives and give the 
law high approval: 70% approve of its passage 
(29% strongly; in comparison, only 11% strongly 
disapproving). 

*Ninety percent have heard of airbags but only 23% 
say they are very familiar with them. 

*In a choice between safety belts and airbags, New 
Yorkers prefer belts by 47% to 37%. Overall, they 
think bags would add $268 to the price of a car. 
Bag supporters averaged out at $237 for bags. 

*Informing respondents that effective usage of 
bags still calls for lap belt usage, bag support 
drops to 23% (giving a 62%-23% margin to belts). 

*A cost factor erodes bag support beginning at 
$500. At that point (without knowledge of lap 
belts; we split the survey sample to examine cost 
and lap belts without biasing the respondents), 
belts move to a 63%-21% margin. When asked their 
preference if bags were to cost $800, bag support 
drops to 10% (belts 74%, bags 10%). 

When the factor of lap belt requirement and cost 
for bags of $800 are combined, the hard-core bag 
support bottoms out at 7% of the population. 
Interestingly, this small group is composed of two 
very different subgroups: those who apparently will 
pay the price for bags almost regardless of cost, 
and those who are so strongly against belts (and 
belt laws) that they are for bags in any case. 

*Greg Martire of CM & B observes that those who 
prefer airbags do not make that choice necessarily 
based on any knowledge--that is, an informed 
decision. To a large degree this also is strictly 
anti-belt, since those who said they were familiar 
with airbags, and those who were not made approximately 
the same choices. 
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*Whom do you trust? Every group tested had positive 
influence on the public in their stand on belt 
laws. Highest were law enforcement people (34% 
plus), followed by physicians (29%). Grouped at 
25-27% plus were insurance companies, state legis­
latures, the Governor, auto makers and federal 
officials. The news media were grouped at 17-19% 
net plus. 

Now for some negatives: 
New York believe safety 
a nuisance (44%), might 
and that you can "brace 

Large numbers of people in 
belts are uncomfortable (58%), 
trap you in an accident (47%), 
yourself" to reduce injury. 

In summary, we find the results to be a major plus 
in countering opposition arguments, particularly 
concerning whether people will comply with belt 
laws, whether they approve of such laws, whether 
they believe belts save lives and whether, knowing 
the facts, they would prefer airbags to belt laws. 

In the demographic and geographic breakdowns of the 
survey results, we have considerable information 
which will be useful to the New York coalition 
to pinpoint areas of strength and weakness, support 
and opposition. But the major benefit of the survey 
at the moment could be the potential for very posi­
tive publicity to help gain momentum for the cam­
paigns in other states. 

' 



Safety belts 

across the USA in 

Interviaws with 2,000 persons showed: 

* 86 percent bQlieve using belts would save a sienificant 

number of lives 

* 68 percent would like to see their state adopt a bel~ law 

* 88 percent would buckle up always or most of the time if 

their state adopts a belt law 

* 84 percent want such laws to be stTictly enforced 

* By 49 percent to 38 percent. the USA prefers belt laws 

to mandatory air bags 

* When people a~e told that air bags still require lap 

belt usage, tha margin jumps to 58 percent for bett law to 

28 percent for mandatory air h•gs. Cost projections for air 

bags swing the findings even more towaTd belt laws, pollsters said. 

(more) 
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ThP. survey, conducted by Nordhaus Research, Inc,, 

Farmington Hills, Mich., found that 40 percent of 

Ameri~ans say they never -- or hardly ever -- use safety belts. 

But only 7 percent -- one person in 14 -- say5 never or 

hardly evP.r to belt usage if it is th~ law. 

Dy region, belt laws were favored by 70 percent in 

th~ East, 60 percent in the Central states, 72 percent in 

the South and 69 perc~nt in the West. 

ThP. polling was conducted by telephone f~om Dec. 28 

throuBh Jan. 7 on behalf of Traffic Safety Now, Inc., which 

supports enactment of safety belt laws in all 5tates. 



ID# 288877 
TFE WPITF P0TJSF 

COPFESPOPDENCF TRACKING WORKSFFFT SAOOZ 

DATF PFCFIVFD: FFBRUARY 19, 1985 

NAME 0F COPPFSPONDFNT: THE HONORABLE ROBERT J. FLICK 

STTBJFCT: SUGGFSTIOF PECARDIFG SEAT PELT USF ON 
TFLE'VIS J()}T 

ACTimJ DISPOSITIOE 

FOUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED 
OFFICF/AGENCY (STAFF r-TAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/~1~/DD 
_:_ _________ ~--~~-.:...:...:..:...:...:...:..~.:...:...:...:...:...:...:..~~.'....'....~ -~~ .'....'...~.'...~.:..:_~ .:...:..~:..~ .:.. -_.:..:..~_:_.:.__ r,:.~ 

Z FFT GLFAs;;:FERFAL NOTF: . ... .. .... . . 4? .. a.st?~l!-!J . J:.L.4~1~ · 
<2a.zlwn.:.._· • .:...:...:...:...:...:...:.. __ ~.:...:.._.:...:.._:=:=:=:=::::::~~;_:--~ 7~;7~JJ ~==~==-gi-~r,;:--7-:-~ . 

REFPFPAL NOTF': I I I I ' ' ' • ' ' ' ' ' ' I ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' • I • • ' I • • • I ' 

I f I I / I I I I j f I I ' I ' 1 ' 1 I ' I • ' 1 --;---,~-;---;-·-:---;---:----:-------~--:--7--:-~7~~---:-~--- ·- --~·- ·7-~ ·7-
----·--------pfpfppAL-fiOTE:-rr-rrrrrrrr• ,.-.-, · ,,, ,, . .-,, ,-,,,,.-. :-- , ,--:- --. .,-.-

~-~~-~~~~~~~-· _. ~~~-~-----------~~~-~----·-•- __ -~I~-:__ I~-- -~-~~-~~ -~ ~:_I-~~ I ___ ~ FEFPFPAL f-,TQTF: 1 f r r 1 , I 1 , 1 I t , , 1 r r 1 1 , 1 1 1 r 1 1 r 1 1 1 1 , 1 1 1 , 1 

I I ! I j / / I I I , I I I / ' I ' I f ' 1 1 ' ' I •;-;---;---:-rri-~"";-·•-:--rr--r----.-7~~•7 1 --:--•~ •-;--;-•-:--1°4;'·- ·~•-1•-:-7·7-"•~•7- I 

- ·--·- -------·- --p F Ff'i~-P'AL-N(5TF.·:-·;--~-;---~·;---;-~,;--·;--;- ' ·;-;--;- 1 ' ·~-:- ' ~ ' -;-·;- 1 -~ ·;-~~~-;- 1 -~ ' -:--;- ' ·;-·;-- 1 ;-

----·----·-·---------·----·---·-------------------------·---·----------l I I I f f I ' I I r I I ' , I I ' , I r ' f ' I ' I I ' • ' ' I I ( I , ! , ' , ! ' I I ' t , I , ' ' ' J 

-----·------------·------------------·-----------------------------·-• ' I ' l t I r I I r ' ' ' I ' j ' ' ' ' ' ' • I r ' ' ' ' I I I ' • ' ' ' I ' I r ' I • 

- ------------------------------------·-·---------------·-----------·---• 1 ' 1 ' • I I ' I I j I I I I f J I I I I I I f I I I I ! ' I t / ' ' ' I ' I ! I " I I I ' I I f f J I I I 

ADDITIONAL CORRFSPONDENTS: ~EDIA:L I~DIVIDUAL CODES: 2200 I I 

IA ~1AJL 

********************************************************************* 
*ACTION CODFS: 

* 
*DISPOSITION CODES: 

* 
*A-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-A't-TSWERED 
*C-C'CM~"T't-TT /PECOM *B-tTOr-T-SPFC-PEFEPRAL 
*D-DPAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETFD 
*F-FUFNISF FACT SFEFT *S-SUSPENDED 
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NFC* 
*P-DIRFCT REPLY W/COPY * 
*S-FOR-SIGNATUFE * 
*X-INTEPIM REPLY * 

*OUTGOING * 
* CORRESPONDENCE: * 
*TYPE RESP=INITIALS * 
* OF SIGNER * 
* CODE= A * 
*COMPLETED= DATE' OF * 
* OUTGOING* 

* 
* 
* 

* 
* 
* 

********************************************************************* 

PFFEP QUFSTIOFS AND POUTING UPDATF'S TO CENTRAL RFFEFENCE 
(POOM 79,0FOB) EXT. 2590 
KFEP TFIS WOPKSHFET ATTACFFD TO TFF ORIGHTAL HJCm~Il'.TG 
LETTFF AT ALL TIMFS AND SEND COMPLFTFD RECORD TO RECORDS 
~~ANAGEMFNT. 



The Honorable Robert J. Flick 
Pennsylvania State House of 

Representatives 
15 North Devon Boulevard 
Devon, PA 19333 

Dear Mr. Flick: 

MAR f 2 1985 

Your letter to President Reagan has been referred to me for response. My 
agency is responsible for programs to encourage safety belt use. Like the 
President and Secretary Dole, I appreciate your interest and your thoughtful 
suggestion. 

People from my agency have met with representatives of the television and 
motion picture industries as well as a number of advertising agencies to 
discuss and encourage the type of support that you suggested. A number of 
producers have begun to show belt use from time to time and some shows have 
even included references to the benefits of safety belt use in their story 
lines. Virtually all television commercials produced in the past 1 1/2 years 
show automobile drivers and passengers wearing belts. 

It is interesting that you mentioned the series, "Knight Rider." Part of the 
premise for that series is that the car "Kitt", protects the Knight Rider with 
its electronic equipment. The producers, however, are sensitive to the safety 
belt issue and voluntarily cooperated with us in the production of a 
television public service announcement (psa) which was released last 
November. The psa opens with an outside shot of the car, cuts to the 
electronic dashboard, then to an automobile crash, and back to the dashboard, 
with all its blinking lights. The voice of the car says, "I am "Kitt", the 
computer control of this indestructible vehicle. I am programmed to avoid 
accidents. Unfortunately, you are not. This year you may become one of the 
millions who will be killed or injured in an automobile accident, unless you 
take one of these two precautionary measures: Buckle your safety belt, or 
don't even bother getting in your car." The psa ends with a printed tag line 
and an announcer's voice saying, "Buckle up. Your life is in your hands." 



We felt that this psa partnership was successfu l in that responses 
from television stations that aired the message totalled just under 
$1 million of air time. Compet ition for air time is so intense that 
this figure is significant. 

You may wish to express your views and suggestions directly to 
producers of television series that inte rest you. It could be 
most helpful since many of them are anxious to receive audience 
comments and suggestions . We too will continue to encourage these 
industries to include belt use in their programming. 

Thank you again for your letter and in advance for any help you can 
lend in support of safety belt use. 

I 

Sincerely , 

NHTSA:TSP:426-1675:REVISED:DKSTeed:dd:3-12-85:426-1836 
JBWhite:mgg:3/6/85 
cc: SlOPD; SlOEB; I/C, 

P; A: SlOComeback 
S. Kelley 
NOA-01 Subj/Chron/OKS 
NOA-02 Info 
NOA-10 JH /NOA-10 Cameron 
NOA-40 

NTS-01 Chron/Reagle 
NTS-10 Subj/Chron 
NTS-10 White/Brownlee 
Controls: NHTSA 8503010004 

DOT 8502280048 
#WP 388 
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TO: 

FROM: 

288877 

LETTER, DATED FEBRUARY 12, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

THE HONORABLE ROBERT J. FLICK 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES 
15 NORTH DEVON BOULEVARD 
DEVON PA 19333 

0 F F I C E 

FEBRUARY 28, 1985 

SUBJECT: SUGGESTION REGARDING SEAT BELT USE ON 
TELEVISION 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 






