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Ms. Linda Mitchell ocT |7 1884
3696 S. Granby Way
Aurora, CO 80014

Dear Ms. Mitchell: ¢

This is response to your recent letter to President and Mrs. Reagan
about your daughter Kristi's automobile accident. I have been asked to
respond because I administer the occupant protection program in the U.S.
Department of Transportation.

Your story does "touch the heart of anyone who reads it." It is through
personal experiences such as yours that the safety belt message gets
across and impacts other people's behavior. Because films are so very
expensive to produce, I would like to suggest that you tell your story
through public speaking presentations before civic, community,
educational, and medical groups. There are many organizations involved
in our national safety belt outreach program that might welcome such a
presentation at a meeting in your area. The organizations that are
involved in our program are described in the enclosed report on page 18.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter, the article
about Kristi, and a copy of this response to our Regional Office in
Denver (c/o Donald Williamson, Regional Administrator, (303) 234-3253)
and to the Colorado Governor's Representative for Highway Safety (c/o
Larry Karsten, Division of Highway Safety, (303) 757-9381).

Thank you for sending in your story and for offering to help in spreading
your life-saving message.

Sincerely,

Howard M. Smolkin
Diane K. Stee
Enclosure

cc: Regional Administrator
Governor's Representative
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The Honorable Ronald Reagan
President Of The United States
And Mrs. Ronald Reagan

1600 Pennsylvanis Avenue
Washington, D. C. 20500

September 21, 1984

Dear Presid,e‘nf Reagan and Mrs. Reagan,

| am writing to you with the hope that you can help me. Enclosed
you will find my story " Two Roses For Kristi " ; the story of my
daughter and her automobile accident. | have become deeply involved
in the seat belt issue. e —

My goal is to reach as many people as possible; | believe that my
daughters story will touch the heart of anyone who reads it.

» I am not a professional writer, | just wrote down with the help of
my twin sister, what happened to my child.

I want to make a movie of Kristi's story. What better way to reach
the greatest amount of people. | was lucky, Kristi's story has a happy

263325

ending. Would you help me? Can you tell me who | might send her_ story

Sy

to?
" .

Please, if you will, read " Two Roses For Kristi

Thank you in advance for your consideration in this matter.

Very) Sincerely,

Linda Mitchell

3696 S. Granby Way
Aurora, Colorado 80014
303 699-8457
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Editor’s Note: According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA ), more
than 70,000 children under five are reported as injured in car incidents while riding as passengers.
Mosi of ihese injuries occur from direct crashes and often result in disfigurement, paralysis, post-
traumatic epilepsy and much more. Using safety seats and belts in these cases can reduce the chance

Sor injury by 90%.

-

On Oct. 7, 1977, Linda Mitchell’s life became a nightmare when a car crossed the center line and hit
husband Doug’s car head on. No one sustained major injuries except four-year-old Kristi, who was
critical. The following is her story.

Melissa was crying for me, but I could
not move to comfort her. My husband
Doug and our twin daughters Kristi and
Melissa had been in a car accident — a
head-on collision. I felt everyones’ eyes on
me as the doctor explained Kristi’s in-
juries. Dear God, this had to be a night-
mare! My little girl was in critical con-
dition. She had internal injuries, her right
arm was badly broken, her-jaw possibly
fractured, and she had sustained severe
head injuries. Doug had- resuscitated her
at the scene of the accident, but she was
unconscious when they reached the hos-
pital. We were told that if Kristi were to
stop breathing again, it would be due to
the brain injury. If we chose to resuscitate
her, she would be a vegetable. We felt that
the answer was in God’s hands.

1 tried to pull myself together for Doug,
but nothing could have prepared me for
the sight of my daughter in Intensive
Care. The moment I looked at her —
swollen and discolored — my knees gave
way and | fell to the floor. I wanted to
hold and comfort her with words but I
didn’t know if she heard me. I sat with her
... T watched ... and I waited for her to
die.

One thought ran‘through my mind over
and over. Would | be sitting here if I had
made my girls wear seatbelts? [ never
imagined this could happen to me. I had
been careless with their lives, and I was
paying the price. It was a miracle that
Melissa hadn’t been hurt. Was it too late
for Kristi now?

Doug was in a daze, wanting des-
perately te help. The accident was not his
fault, but he blamed himself each time he
looked at Kristi. It was after midnight
when he asked someone to open the
flower case for him. He chose a single
pink rose and placed it by her side. |

Kristi Mitchell (left) and twin sister Melissa
(right ), shown seven years after the head-on colli-
sion that deeply affected the whole family.

by Linda Mitchell and Csthy Stephens

thought back to another time he had given
her a pink rose . . . the day shé was born.
The twins were premature, and we won-
dered if Kristi would survive. She grew
healthy and strong. Would the rose bring
us good luck once more? 1 went to the
chapel to find comfort.

Every family visitor was determined to
get through to Kristi somehow. Cartoons
on television produced no response. My
sister, Cathy, read. stories" but no one
heard them. We were all staring at Kristi,
who remained lifeless. One doctor felt
Melissa might reach her sister. Once
Melissa overcame her shock at seeing
Kristi, she tried but failed also. In de-
spair, I told one nurse I felt I would have
to prepare Melissa for a lifetime without
Kristi. The nurse agreed, which made me
feel both angry and deeply afraid.

Physical therapists were called in. They
placed plaster cones in Kristi’s hands to
prevent her from clenching her fists. Casts
were put on her legs to stop the break-
down of the muscles. It took two men to
force the legs back into a normal posi-
tion. Deep down, I believed their efforts
were in vain. I have never known such
despair!

The rose Doug had given Kristi was
wilting, and I was afraid that if it died, any
hope he had would die with it. T ex-
plained my fears to Cathy and she bought
a large bouquet of pink roses. We re-
placed that single rose many times ...
Doug never knew what we had done.

The days seemed like weeks at the hos-
pital. It was too painful to leave for very
long. The mental picture of our daughter
lying in her bed brought us quickly back
to the hospital. Again and again, I went to
the chapel for comfort and prayed for a
“sign” that she would live.

One evening my answer came. Cathy

was reading to the girls as she had each
evening. This time we saw a difference.
For the first time, Kristi scemed to be
looking at the book. A close family friend
was with us. As he was leaving my mother
said, “Kristi ... wave goodbye.” Her
fingers moved slightly, but she had waved
to him. At last there was hope, and the
tears we shared were happy ones.

The neurologist ordered a cat scan, a
series of x-rays of the brain, but the re-
sults were inconclusive. There was too
much swelling to indicate what part of the
brain had been damaged.

Nothing more could be done in Inten-
sive Care so she was moved to Pediatrics.
“Would she always be this way,” I won-
dered, “‘motionless, staring into space?”’

Getting food in her was the next hurdle.
1 fed her baby food and managed to give
her 900 calories that day. It was a begin-
ning.

Melissa had shown little emotion, and
we knew she needed us at home. She
wouldn’t sleep in her room without her
sister, so I held her throughout the nights.

The following days at the hospital were
spent caring for and feeding Kristi. It took
most of each day to give her the calories
she needed. Another cat scan had to be
scheduled. While we waited for the test to
be completed, Doug and I took Melissa to
the gift shop. We bought the girls hand
puppets. Melissa chose a puppy for her
sister . . . she named it “Toto.”

Each night Doug would perform with
the puppets. Kristi’s eyes seemed to fol-
low his movements, but we couldn’t be

_sure. Moving Kristi was important, and

we took her for rides up and down the
halls in a little red wagon. In a back room
in Pediatrics, Doug found a life-sized

Continued on page 25
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Roses for Kristi

Continued from page 17

Raggedy Ann doll. When he showed it to
Kristi, she smiled. How I had longed for
the sight of her beautiful smile.

We soon learned that Kristi's mood
would quickly change if we did not keep
her occupied. One moment she would
laugh, the next she would scream!

Seventeen days passed, and Kristi re-
mained in a semi-conscious state. Alone
with Kristi one evening, I asked her what
she would like to be for Halloween. Her
trembling voice whispered “a witch.” My
thoughts were racing as 1 asked her
another question, one I knew she would
be able to answer. “Kristi, what is it that
we put in our living room at Christmas
time?”" “A tree,” she said. “What is it that
we put under the tree, Kristi?”’ **A stock-
ing,” she said. She shook her head and,
for the first time, really looked at me and
said, “Mommy, where is my puppet,
Toto?” As I screamed for the nurses, 1
turned to see Doug and Melissa standing
in the doorway. They were speechless. 1
slept peacefully that night for the first
time in weeks.

The next day thé casts were removed
from Kristi's legs. I thought my heart
would break when she realized she could
not walk . .. she was too weak! I had to
make her beligve in trerself. “Kristi, you
can walk ... now say 1t'"” Her trusting
voice spoke the words 1 wanted to hear.
“Now say it again, Kristi and believe it!”
By the end of the day, she had taken her
first steps.

She improved so rapidly during the next
four days, we were told we could take her
home. The doctors felt she would recover
at a faster rate in familiar surroundings. 1
was afraid to leave the safety and security
of the hospital. My four-year-old
daughter had to be cared for like a baby.
The adjustments we made were difficult
for all of us.

For weeks I slept in the girls’ room
listening to every sound Kristi made.
Slowly, we taught her to do things she had
once been able fo do for herself,

Physical therapy sessions at the hos-
pital were an important part of her re-
covery. It was a family project and we
learned together. Our goal was to bring
back the coordination she had lost.

Three years have gone by as I write this.
Kristi has had eye surgery and may re-
quire further eye operations. The exten-
sive therapy she required in the beginning
is no longer necessary, but she will have to
do therapy at home for the rest of her life.
She attends school with her sister and
shares her joy of living with all of us.
Kristi has some problems, but she will al-
ways be a winner.

When 1 eventually told Doug about the

rose in Kristi’s room, he said nothing; he
®

understood.
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September 26, 1984 L

Dear Mrs. Cullison:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing opposition to
his decision to sign legislation encouraging the States to raise the minimum

‘drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared with the

President's advisers.

Let me share with you some of the reasons why the President is convinced

of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 the President appointed a Commis-
sion on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways to
reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving.
The Commission's report to the President detailed the scope of the problem

and made recommendations for improving prevention and enforcement techniques
to combat drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require a
21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to
raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned his views in several speeches.
The President hoped and expected that the States would take this step without
Federal intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled.

This has occurred despite the obvious effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin. As the President noted

in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20,
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven method
of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies. New Jersey's experience
makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 2l-year-old drinking
age, the number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19- and 20-year-olds
dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the potential of such statutes
for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion
of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the
21-year-old drinking age. By stimulating action by more States, it will elimi-
nate the so-called "Blood Borders," where young people leave their homes

to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age.
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and wine can be
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the
minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVH1)
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September 25, 1984

Dear Mrs. Cullison:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing opposition to
his decision to sign legislation encouraging the States to raise the minimum
drinking age to 21. Your comments on this issue will be shared with the

President’s advisers.

Let me share with you some of the reasons why the President is convinced

of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1982 the President appointed a Commis-
sion on Drunk Driving and asked it to make recommendations on ways to
reduce the toll in human lives, injuries and damage caused by drunk driving.
The Commission's report to the President detailed the scope of the problem

and made recommendations for improving prevention and enforcement techniques
to combat drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require a
21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by the States to
raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned his views in several speeches.
The President hoped and expected that the States would take this step without
Federal intervention. In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it now
appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional States has stalled.

This has occurred despite the obvious effectiveness of the 21-year-old drinking
age in preventing deaths and saving lives from ruin. As the President noted

in an address at Riverdell High School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20,
alcohol-related automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and proven method
of reducing the damage caused by these tragedies. New Jersey's experience
makes this clear. In the first year after enactment of the 21-year-old drinking
age, the number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19-and 20-year-olds
dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the potential of such statutes
for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold a portion
of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with 5 percent in fiscal year
1987 and increasing to 10 percent in fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the
21-year-old drinking age. By stimulating action by more States, it will elimi-
nate the so-called "Blood Borders," where young people leave their homes

to go to the nearest State with a lower drinking age.
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces is not bound by the laws pertaining to drinking
which are enforced by the States. Whether or not beer and win can be
served on bases in the United States is a matter left to the discretion of
each base commander. In addition, officers clubs and non-commissioned
officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries have established the
minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/pt(sy6-AVHI)
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Although we can understand your concern about young people who
volunteer to serve their country being denied the legal status for drinking
while they are expected to defend their nation, this concern cannot and
should not override the effort to avert the erronous human costs executed
by alcohol related accidents in this age group. To be effective, any law of
this kind must apply a consistent and reasonable rule that is easily under-
stood and readily enforced. I should point out, however, that a young
person in the Armed Forces serving in an overseas post is not bound by
the laws pertaining to drinking which are enforced by the States. Officers
clubs and Non-commissioned Officers clubs on U.S. bases in other countries
have established the minimum drinking age at 18.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Mrs. Randall Cullison
18111 Valencia
Hesperia, CA 92345

AVH/KCS/CAD/ech-s6(AVH1)
AVH-330A var.
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randatery 21 Drinking Age

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 25, 1984 (XXX330A)

Dear Mr. Ortega:

Thank you for your message to President Reagan expressing
opposition to his decision to sign legislation designed to induce
the States to raise the minimum drinking age to 21. Your

comments on this issue will be shared with the President's

advisers.

Let me share with you with some of the reasons why the
President is convinced of the wisdom of this legislation. In 1882
the President appointed a Commission on Drunk Driving and
asked it to make recommendations on ways to reduce the toll in
human lives, injuries and damage caused-by drunk driving. The
Commission's report to the President laid out in compelling detail
the scope of the problem and made numerous recommendations for
improving prevention and enforcement techniques to combat
drunk driving. The Commission urged Federal action to require
a 21-year-old drinking age.

The President immediately expressed his support for action by
the States to raise their drinking ages to 21, and he mentioned

his views in several speeches. The President hoped and
expected that the States would take this step without Federal
intervention. 1In fact, many have done so -- 23 in all -- but it

now appears that the momentum in favor of action by additional
States has stalied.

This has occurred despite the evident effectiveness of the 21-
year-old drinking age in preventing deaths and saving lives from
ruin. As the President noted in an address at Riverdell High
School in Oradell, New Jersey, on June 20, alcohol-related
automobile accidents are the leading cause of teenage deaths in
this country. Increasing the drinking age to 21 is a prudent and
proven method of reducing the damage caused by these
tragedies. New Jersey's experience makes this clear. 1In the
first year after enactment of the 21-year-old drinking age, the
number of nighttime, single-vehicle fatalities among 19- and 20-
vear-olds dropped 26 percent. This is strong testimony to the
potential of such statutes for saving lives.

The new legislation supported by the Administration will withhold
a portion of a State's highway fund allotment, beginning with
5 percent in fiscal year 1987 and increasing to 10 percent in

fiscal year 1988, if it does not enact the 21-year-old drinking

age. By stimulating action by more States, it will eliminate the
so-called "Blood Borders,” where teenageps leave their homes to
go to the nearest State with a lower/drinking age.

G
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