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THE ,t,,· t-11Tf.::: HOUSE 

WASH : N G TON 

September 29, 1986 

Dear Paul: 

On behalf of the President, I certainly wan t to thank you for 
your recent correspondence suggesting that the President support 
legislation that would allow only those states which have adopted 
mandatory seat belt laws to increase their speed limit above the 
55 mph level . 

Please be assured that a copy of you r letter will b e forwarded on 
for review by the President. 

As always we appreciate your views and the active participation 
you have taken in supporting the President's initiatives. If I 
can be of assistance on other matters, please feel free to 
contact me. 

Sincerely, 

K. Kae Rairdin 
Special Assistant to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Paul D. Coverdell 
Senator of the State of Georgia 
2015 Peachtree Road, N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
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\ • PAUL D. COVERDELL 
District 40 

2015 Peachtree Road , N.E. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 

September 16, 1986 

J\tlimta , ~ eorgia 30334 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C . 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

MINORITY LEADER 

As a member of the National Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee, it was with great interest that I read of your 
s u pp 9 r t _for _ a ___ p r_o po s a 1 t o a 11 o_w- s t a t e s t o r a i s e s peed 
limits above the current federally mandated level of 55 

m~.!. ---

I believe there is a great deal of merit to increasing 
speed limits, particularly on interstate highways and 
other four-lane limited access roads, but I am concerned 
about the potential increase in accidents and fatalities 
which may result from the increased speeds. 

To reduce this potential increase in fatalities and 
injuries, I would make the recommendation that you 
support legislation that would allow only those sta ~ e~ 
which have ad-o-pt-ed mandatory seat belt laws to increase 
their speed limits above the .55_ mp_.h ~le_ve~ . 

It is my view that strictly-enforced safety belt laws 
coupled with higher speeds (up to 65 mph) on certain 
roads will give motorists the benefits of increased 
speeds without substantially increasing the risks of 
being killed or injured on our highways . 

By copy of this 
recommendations 

letter, I am forwarding these 
to Secretary of Transportation Dole and 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
September 16, 1986 
Page Two 

the staff of the National Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee. 

Paul D. Coverdell 
Georgia Senate Minority Leader 

PDC/blh 

cc: The Honorable Elizabeth Dole 
Ms. Diane K. Steed 
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ocr 2 91986 

The Honorable George E. Gordon, III 
New Hampshire House of Representatives 
Dist. 7, Pembroke, N. H. 
139 Main Street 
Suncook, New Hampshire 03275 

Dear "'Ir. Gordon: 

Thia responds to your letter, fo!warded to us by President Reagan, 
concerning the enactment of State safety belt use laws. Your letter was 
CPferred to this agency since we are implementing the Department's Jul/ 
1984 decision on occupant crash protection, which addresses safety belt 
us e laws and automatic protection. 

~n v iew of :; our concern about the roles of the Federa .1 and the 
States in deciding whether safety belt use laws shoula u~ enac, ed, I 
believe that it is useful to summarize the Department's decision about 
occupant crash protection. As you may know the Department was required 
to undertake a rulemaking on this subject after the Supreme Court held 
that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration's rescission of 
the automatic crash protection regulation was arbitrary and capricious. 
The Department found that automatic crash protection provides 
demonstrable safety benefits and thus required thaL all new ca~s have 
auto111atic protection after September l, 1989. The requirement is phased 
in during the preceding three years. Since we also believed that 
effectively enforced State laws requiring the proper use of safety belts 
offer our best opportunity to save lives today at virtually no additional 
cost to the consumer, we specified that if States with two-thirds of the 
u.s. population decide to enact effective belt use laws by 1989, the 
automatic protection requirement will no longer apply. 

I want to emphasize the voluntariness of the States' actions with respect 
to safety belt use lawa. The decision whether to adopt such laws is 
entirely their own. As the Secretary informed Congresdman Gregg in the 
letter you enclosed, the Department neither has nor seeka any authority 
to withhold Federal funds if States do not adopt safety belt use laws. 

AS to your concern about how safety belt use lawa affect the right• of 
citizens, we recognize that a safety belt uae law require• an action that 
many people do not take voluntarily. However, all State and local 
traffic lava involve •o• restraint on individual behavior. Moat are 
accepted without a second thought: we drive on the right· aide, obey 
speed limits and atop at red lig~►•• In uny caaea, the failure of 
motorists to obey these lava will have an illll)act on other aotorista as 
well as theuelvea. The same ia true for failing to wear safety belts, 
because automobile accident• have many •victiaa• -- faaily, frienda, 

- , _I 
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employers and taxpayers -- all of whom bear some measure of the human and 
economic cost, During the past decade, 470,000 persons have died on 
American highways. Each year an estimated 300,000 are injured seriously 
enough to require hospital treatment. These traffic injuries and deaths 
have resulted in an annual cost to society of approximately 70 billion 
dollars resulting from such costs as emergency medical services, 
long-term medical care and rehabilitation, worker's compensation, welfare 
payments, and lost tax revenue. 

We believe that safety belt use laws are more than justified by the 
possibility of achieving substantial reductions in vehicle-related deaths 
and injuries, and reducing the financial burden on the taxpayers. Early 
iata indicate that the laws already enacted are working to save lives. 
Again let me stress that the decision whether to adopt a belt use law or 
not 1s stri~tly up to each State, 

--:'
11.:1n r: you for expressing your views, We appreciate this opportunity to 

a~~ i3e yo u of our efforts to improve occupant crash protection for all 
A::i~ r i cans. 

Sincerely, 

... 1. ... 

Diane K, Steed 

NOA-3 2:SPWood:mar:366-2992:10/24/86:00220 
NHTSA t 8610200002, DOT I 8610160018, OCC 133 4 
Rewrite:DSteed:mar:10/29/86 
cc: NOA-01 Subj/Chron, NOA-0lDKS, NOA-02, NOA-l0MH, NOA-l0JC 

NOA-30 Subj/Chron, NOA-32 SI.Oesch, NRM-01, S10 Comeback, 
C, P, I, SlCE, SlCM, S9, S2 
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October 15, 1986 

Dear Representative Gordon: 

On behalf of the President, I want to thank you for your recent 
correspondence. 

1 have forwarded a copy of your comments to the appropriate 
officials at the Department of Transportation for their review 
and direct reply. 

Thank you for bringing your concerns to the attention of the 
Administration. If I can be of assistance in the future, please 
feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Yi'. if-- lf'-- j 

K. Kae Rairdin 
Special Assistant to the President for 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable George E. Gordon III 
Member of the House of Representative 
of the State of New HampshirP 

139 Main Street 
Suncook, New Hampshire 03275 



_:§tatr nf ~efn ~ampsqire 
HOUSE OF REPRESE!'>.TATIVES 

COSCORD 

October 1, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

I feel that I must inform you of the strong 
opposition to mandatory seat belt laws in New 
Hampshire. 

A state-wide poll conducted by the Union Leader 
resulted in over 90% opposed to such measures A 
similar poll conducted by myself showed P~~ in 
opposition to forcing adults to buckle u~. 

A proposed mandatory seat belt law introduced in 
the last legislative session was defeated in the House 
by a vote of 261 to 82. I am sure these results will 
convince you that New Hampshire does ~~t want a~y part 
of mandatory seat belt laws or regulations. 

I also feel that time will prove that we in the 
Granite State will not tolerate any rule or regulation 
being crammed down our throats as is now being 
attempted through a House amendment offered to a 
Senate bill passed last week which would allow states 
to up speed limits to 65 miles per hour on rural 
interstates. 

Senator Gordon Humphrey accurately jescribed the 
amendment as •preposterous and outrageous and would 
continue the very kind of dictatorial coercion from 
Washington that we seek to reduce•. 

It was also disclosed that in a related move, you 
ordered all federal employees to wear seat belts while 
on official bu■ineas. Thia act was not surprising as 
postal employee■ and those ■tationed at military 
installations have been forced to wear seat belts for 
some time and believe m,., they are not happy about it. 
A former military man told me that when he was 
over ■eas that he and others riding in jeeps had to be 
buckled up but when they were in rough terrain and the 



jeeps overturned, soldiers were crushed ~o death or 
received serious injuries as they could not jump out 
because of being strapped in place. 

Congressman Judd Gregg has been very concerned as 
to the possibility of the Transportation Department 
withholding highway funds from states to encourage 
them to enact mandatory seat belt laws and sought 
clarification from Elizabeth Dole. I have enclosed 
copies of correspondence between them. 

Mr. President, I voted for you every time that 
you ran for the office of President because I truly 
believed you when you said you were going to get 
"Government off our backs". However, your actions 
concerning mandatory seat belt laws appear to be 
contrary to that pledge. 

My great grandfather, Captain George w. Gordon, 
enlisted in the Civil War from this community. He was 
wounded at Gettysburg, wounded at Bull Run and killed 
at the Battle of Cold Harbor, Virginia in 1864. He 
fought to free unfortunate people who were 
involuntarily confined in chains. I am more than 
willing to follow in his footsteps to prevent 
unwilling American citizens from being involuntarily 
restricted and confined by seat belts. 

In conclusion, I humbly request th~~ ~o all 
within your power to make sure that •· i.,; no 
Government intrusion into the rights of New Hampshire 
citizens to decide the outcome of the seat belt issue. 

GEG:bgm 
Enc. 

s incer)~ 'g, .ffi t.J/IJI. :it:, 

Rep. George E. Gordon, III 
Dist. 7, Pembroke, N. H. 
139 Main Street 
Suncook, N. H. 03275 

cc: Senator Gordon Humphrey 
Congressman Judd Gregg 
Mrs. Nackey Loeb 
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1([ ON 

D M[ANS Congrrss of tbr Ulnitrb &tatrs 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

June 3, 1986 

,e Honorable Elizabeth Hanford Dole 
·cretary of Transportation 
:fice of the Secretary 
JO Seventh Street, SW 
1shington, D.C. 20590 

!ar Secretary Dole: 

... ,.,ct .. ,tell 

trllH ......... Mo•11 

foat t DO• llu•o 
c-11110 "" ouo, 

teOJ1221~3•• 
', ... _ ,, .... 

.... ....,. HM OJ060 
.. OJI HJ-4100 

111 Ma111 lt•u, 
... ,.., NH 03!>70 
,.OJ11&1-UH 

I write to you ~ith the vi•ws of the citizen£ cf New Hampshire 
,remost in mind. While some states have seen fit to pass laws man
ting the use of seat belts, New Hampshire citizens havtt • _, e it 
ear that they prefer this matter left to the discre' • ~- the indi-

.dual. My hope is that the Department of Transport~-~on would re
rain from using the threat of withholding federal highway money to 
~rce states to enact mandatory seat belt laws. 

As you know, the Department of Transportation has used this 
ethod in past years to coerce states to comply with the Na~ional 
inimum Drinking Age, and the 55 mile-per-hour speed limit. I would 
e interested to know if your agency has any plans to use the same 
eans to force states to enact legislation mandating the use of seat 
elts by motorists. Although the 55 mile-per-hour speed limit and the 
ational Minimum Drinking Age have merit, I believe the means by which 
tates have been forced to implement them can be construed as an 
nfringement upon states' rights. Further, I feel this i& a classic 
·xample of why it is bad policy to allow the federal government to 
;ttach "strings" to federal money that is allocated to states. For 
.hese reasons, I would urge you to exercise restraint with respect to 
1s ing the same method to force states to implement •~ndatory seat belt 
. e g isl at ion. 

Although I feel aeat belts are desirable fro■ a safety atand
)oint, New Hampshire residents have aade it clear that they feel the 
1se of aeat belts ahould be a aatter of individual choice. I hope 
:hat you will take their views into account when considering whether 
:o take any action on this issue. 

,sincere~}, 

udd Gr{'lg 
Meaber of Congress 

JG:rc 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 16, 1986 

Dear Governor Dukakis: 

On behalf of President Reagan, thank you for your letter 
expressing your concerns regarding the National Maximum Speed 
Limit (NMSL) and affirming that your Administration remains 
committed to the retention and strict enforcement of the NMSL. 

I have forwarded a copy of your comments to appropriate 
Administration officials and to the Department of Transportation 
for their benefit and review. 

Thank you for taking the time to share your views on this 
important issue. If I can be of further assistance, please let 
me know. 

With best wishes, 

A rd, Jr. 
Special Assis to the President 

for Intergovernmental Affairs 

The Honorable Michael S. Dukakis 
Governor of Massachusetts 
State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 02133 



THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE D EPARTME NT 

S T ATE HOUSE BOSTON 02 133 

M ICHAEL S . DUKAKIS 
GOVERNOR 

~ 6 0 

September 30, 1986 

The Hon. Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your 
co~rns regarding the National ~?ximum Speed Limit (NMSL). 
This administration remains committed to the retention and 
strict enforcement of the NMSL. After ten years' experience 
with enforcing the limit and conducting public information 
efforts for generating increased levels of voluntary 
compliance, the life and energy saving benefits have 
withstood the test of time. I firmly believe that any real 
or perceived shift in the federal commitment to the 55 MPH 
speed limit will further erode motorists' compliance. 

A more appropriate method of determining compliance 
with the NMSL, relative to rural interstates, would be a 
revision of the rules and criteria (promulgated by the 
Federal Highway Administration) for states' collection and 
reporting of speeds on these roadways. Such a revision 
would more equitably balance speed compliance for those 
states with greater rural interstate mileage vs. those who 
do not. 

The Surface Transportation Assistance Act of 1982 
requested that the National Academy of Sciences investigate 
the benefits of the NMSL. One of the major findings of the 
study concluded that between 2,000 to 4,000 lives were saved 
in calendar year 1983 due to the NMSL (adjusted for the 
reduction in the fatality rate during the last decade as 
well as the increase in travel and average speeds). 
The study further quotes recent national polls that indicate 
that 76% of the American public supports the NMSL. 



The Hon. Ronald Reagan -2- September 30, 1986 

With the life and energy saving benefits remaining 
intact, I must support only those changes to the NMSL that 
would affect the analysis and reporting of 
speeds measured. 

MSD:mv 
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JAMES V. HANSEN 
1 ST DISTRICT. UTAH 

COMMITTEES: 

INTERIOR ANO 

INSULAR AFFAIRS 

STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL 

CONDUCT 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

ROOM 1113 
LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20515 
(2021 225-0453 

~ongrtss of thr tinittd ~tatrs 
iltou.st of 1Reprumtati\lt.s 
filashington, It~. 20515 

August 12, 1986 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Iear President Reagan: 

On August 5, 1986, the House of Representatives came very 
close to passing legislation which would modify an outdated law, 
the Emergency Conservation Act of 1974. 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

1017 FEDERAL BUILDING 
3 24 25TH STREET 

OGDEN , UTAH 84 401 
(8011 625- 5 677 

(TOLL FREE: 1- 800-662-25231 

CREAMER-NOBLE BUILDING 
435 EAST TABERNACLE 

SUITE 105 
ST. GEORGE. UTAH 8 4770 

(801) 628-1071 

The amendment I, and 03.ve McCurdy, offered to H.R. 3129, the 
Surface Transportation Act.,. required the Secretary of Transportation, in 
cooperation with the governors of each state, to come up with criteria 
upon which each state could raise the speed limit up to a maximum of 65 mph 
on non-congested (or rural) interstates. The amendment also called for 
a 5-year demonstration period to assess the impact of higher speeds and 
highway safety. 

August 6th was the first time 11 55" was challenged in Congress. 
I am convinced that the amendment we offered received the bi-partisan 
support that it did (198 ayes to 218 noes) because we understood the 
importance of compromise. 

Mr. President, the American people are crying out for change . 
What's wrong with giving the states the right to decide whether they 
want to increase the speed limit, based on certain criteria? I know of 
nothing that has created more regional animosity or animosity toward the 
Federal Government than the mandatory 55-mph speed limit. The issue is 
not "dead" in the Congress. Senators Syrnns and Hecht plan to offer a 
measure in the Senate on "55" with every confidence of winning. Your 
endorsement of legislation to modify this out-dated law would be very 
helpful at this time if we hope to gain success in conference. 

With best personal regards, I am 

SincerelylJours ,, / 
~ -/ . 

1/ff'1~ ~ /137 ~ 
es v. an/ /k 

Member of Congress 

JVH:G 



VIEWPOINT with Ronald Reagan 
(Re rint of a Radio Program entitled ,.Saving Energy and Lives on the Freeway") 

~{'4\.~ 
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. . - · - tf-f oCJ I 
Do you glare at the hot-rod doing 70 miles per hour on the freeway? Or do you mutter in disgust at 
the do-gooder doing 55? In either case you're part of a growing crowd of those dissatisfied with the 
current situation on our highways. 

Part of the problem is that the federally-sponsored freeway system was designed for 70 and the 
national speed limit is 55. Funny how our problems always seem to start in Washington. But for once 

\ 

the federal government also performed a useful service, albeit unknowingly, by setting a lower speed 
limit. They caused a suspected problem on our highways to become crystal clear. Then, of course, they 
did nothing to solve it. 

The problem: congested freeways breed fatal accidents at 70 miles per hour. The freeway designers 
thought the freeways could handle traffic at 70. They were wrong. 

When the energy crisis loomed and simple, quick solutions were eagerly sought and dispensed, a 
national speed limit of 55 miles per hour was imposed by Washington. Much was made of all the 
energy that would be saved. Whether energy was saved or not, lives certainly were. The traffic death 
rate dropped dramatically, demonstrating that the people had been misled into believing they should 
be able to drive bumper to bumper, fender to fender at 70 miles per hour after a hard day's work. 

But on an uncrowded freeway in good weather the average driver can handle his car at 70, and driving 
at 55 for long periods can be monotonous and, therefore, dangerous. Why, then, do we still employ 
the simple solution that was designed to save energy and is now honored mainly in the breach unless 
a state trooper is in sight? Because the federal government lacks even the slight imagination needed to 
redesign speed limits which will both save lives and allow people to drive at their best speed on long 
trips. And, of course, Washington won't let the states do it. 

Here's how it can be done. Draw circles of traffic congestion around major metropolitan areas and 
establish within them a permanent speed limit of 55. Outside of the congested areas establish inter
mediate areas monitored by unmanned radar units to count and measure the speeds of vehicles as well 
as to determine the quality of the visibility. When these areas become congested or foggy, program the 
radar units to change lighted speed limit signs. If high speed traffic persists, program the radars to 
signal highway patrol headquarters so that state troopers can concentrate in force to slow the traffic 
down. Outside of the intermediate areas, in the wide open spaces where there are seldom more than a 
few cars in a mile, let the cowboys -drive 70. In balance, fuel usage should average out, safety will be 
promoted and driver frustration reduced. 

And, if you're listening in Washington - one mc:ire thing. Give the states back their authority to imple
ment this or any other speed limit plan they see fit. You've shown them the problem. Now, stop being 
the problem. 

:.. . , 
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October 1, 1986 

DeConcini: 
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Thank you for your recent letter regarding 
Xicanindio, Inc. and their 2roduction of a 
music video on drunK driving and substance 
abuse. 

I have made arrangements for this letter to 
be provided to the appropriate individual. 

Again, thank you for your interest and 
support in this very important matter. 

Sincerely, 

C urner, Ph.D. 
Director, Drug Abuse Policy and 

Deputy Assistant to the President 

X 
Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
United States Senator 
Washington, DC 20510 
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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

September 11, 1986 

Dr. Carlton Turner 
The Executive Office 
Office of the President of the United Stat es 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Dr. Turner: 

It has come to my attention that a local Arizona group, Xicanindio, Inc. 
has produced a very fine music v ideo on drunk driv ing and substance abuse, 
about which I wanted to make Mrs. Reagan aware. 

It is called, "Drunk Raps O. D.," and consists of music and dance geared 
to children first through third grade. I hav e seen this video and feel it 
to be worthy of your attention. 

Mrs. Reagan is well-known for her effective efforts to combat teenage 
drunk driving and I wanted to make her aware of this particular resource 
which may be viewed as a potential reference to other groups who work 
with young children. 

Please be in contact with Xicanind io at the address which _is 
-.,,.---:-~---~---~--.. t.);u ... ,o:;~11!:"'' -:""'"-'l~Nl!• • ~~~ ... ~~~ .. ¥51(1'"~~~~~1)1",f,~:n,~~ ~ 

listed on the enclosed brochure and it will arrange for you to see the 
v ideo . 

DDC/mjp 
Enclosure 

DENNIS DeCONCINI 
United States Senator 
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o MUSIC VIDEO on 
D~UNI"\ D~IVING and 

5U05T ANCE A0USE 

. you connot beat R.[U'.. They ore wolhing the toll~ . They 
ore teaching about a natural high while demonstrating how to 
do it. A combination lil~e this is unbeatable. " 

Dr. Robert Triano 
Corporate Director of Chemical Dependency Programs 
Comelbocl~ Hospitals 
Moy 5 , 1986 

"MADD applauds you for your efforts 

MADD 
Phoenix , Arizona 
Moy 9 , 1986 

"DRUNK RAPS O .D. mol~es l~eeping out of trouble sound lil~e fun . 
The music's better than it needs to be. How come they didn 't 
hove this sort of thing when I was going to school!" 

Poul Contrell 
New Times 

"The content of your music was both appropriate and delivered 
with shill and expertise. . We've hod nothing but positive com
ments from the teachers and students. I would not hesitate to 

recommend your group to other schools 

Vivienne Williams 
Director, Special Projects and Community Relations 
Comelbocl~ Hospital 

DRUNK RAPS O .D., a music video informonce, is a unique ap
proach to consciousness raising on the theme of substance abuse 
and drunl~ driving . Direct and to the point, DRUNK RAPS O .D. 
hos the potential of getting through to l~ids because it speol~s 
to them on their own terms and in their own language. The ap
proach is innovative in that it utilizes the powerful media of music 
videos to capture the v iewers' attention and to maintain their 
interest with exciting upbeat rhythms and entertaining visuals , 
while delivering a realistic perspective on abuse. 

RAPS O .D. is on effective educational too l designed to reach 
adolescents as well as adults. Accompanying the video is on 
extensive teacher's guide which provides bocl~ground informa
tion , provocative questions , role ploying concepts , resource 
materials and suggestions for the implementation of the video 
into your curricu lum. 

The music video may be used in . 
• Substance abuse education 
• Worl~shops and discussion groups 
• Health programs 
• Church outings 
• Music programs 
• Teen / Parent seminars 
• Home entertainment 

RHYTHM, RHYME AND REASON is on original concept of artist 
Zarco Guerrero , who together with composer/ musician Andy 
Gonzoles, hit upon the idea of creating contemporary music that 
would address important social issues. As professional artists ac
tive in the educational system and as concerned parents, they 
set upon the tosl~s of developing a music program that would 
educate and entertain as well as reinforce valuable informa
tion on the subject of chemical and alcohol abuse. 

RHYTHM, RHYME AND REASON the concert , is a 45 minute in
formonce available for bool~ings to schools and community au
diences. It features such songs os "Stoy in School". which address
es the prob lems of dropping out; "You 're too Hip", on substance 
abuse , and "Suicide", a dramatic poem against tol~ing one's 
life. Also included ore "Don't touch my body", a hard hitting song 
on sexual abuse , os we ll as " I believe in Children". a heart touch
ing ballad on the importance of a healthy childhood. 

For information about bool~ing this concert , please contact: 

XICANI NDIO / R.R.R. 
PO [lox 1242, Mesa . Arizona 8520 1 
602-8JJ-5875 
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THE ARTISTS 

EL ZARCO GUERRERO is on artist and musician with many artis
tic credits to his name and is well l1nown for his accomplishments 
as o scu lptor, mosl1 mol1er and poet. Zarco now brings his crea
tive ta lents to the rea lm of video and music performance. The 
enthusiastic acceptance and popularity of the artist in the educa
tional system reflects his commitment as o dedicated profes
sional of social consciousness. 

ANDY GONZALES, is musical director and producer fo r RHYTHM, 
RHYME AND REASON , Andy is highly qualified in the area of music 
performance and composition. His sensitive lyrics ond expres
sive melodies, coupled with o genuine concern for young minds, 
reveals his years of experience as o recognized musician and 
song writer. 

International oword winning video artist. producer and direc
tor KEITH RITCHIE creates on imaginative and important state
ment with DRUNK RAPS O .D. Keith 's experience with docu
mentaries, commercial and news production together with his 
profound concern for community affairs brings this project to life 
in o way that young people con comprehend. 

MEREL 0REGANTE brings over 20 years of expertise as o profes
sional musician and producer to RHYTHM, RHYME AND REASON . 
Hoving worl1ed with such noted artists as Loggins and Messina , 
Don Fogelberg and Glenn Campbell , Merel's insight and produc
tion sl1ills ore the very foundation upon which this proJect hos 
been developed. 

ARTISTS COALITION, INC. 

XICANINDIO (pronounced she-can-een-dee-oh) is o coalition 
Hispanic and Native American artists conceived since 1975. and 
incorporated os o non-profit tax-exempt organization since 1977 

XICANINDIO S primary concern is the involvement of our com
munities in the preseNotion of tradition and the development 
of gross roots educotioriol and cultural programs directed or our 
youth ond the worl1ing class. 

We stri·ve to promote cross cultu ral understanding and high sron
dords of artistic aesthetics . Our common goal is to nourish o 
greater appreciation of the cultura l heritage shored by the peo
ple of the Southwest through the Arts and Education . 

Our programs include: 

• The Annual Diode Los Muertos Festival: Held during the first 
Sunday of November of each year ot Pioneer Porl1 in Mesa. 
It iS o showcase of local and out-of-state talent with deep 
commitment to the theme of life and death as celebrated 
throughout Native American cultures and Latin America. 

• Educational informonces to school and community au
diences throughout Arizona . Music is perhaps the most vivid 
e~pression of the Latino spirit ond lifestyles. The diverse 
sounds and rhythms from throughout Lo tin America ore ex
pressive of o people rich in cultural heritage and tradition . 
Musical informonces available ore: 

• An Imaginary Trip Through the Americas - o 45 minute 
slide presentation with live music and instrument de
monstro tion . 

• Lotin American Foll1 Music-traditional songs from North 
and South America. 

• Rhythm, Rhyme and Reason - o substance abuse mu
sical presentation which deals with themes such as 
teenage suicide , teenage pregnancy ond substance 
abuse. 

• Seasonal sponsorship of visiting performing orris ts from 
our of state to Arizona audiences. 

• Concert series for the City of Mesa to targeted inner
city audiences. 

For fees and bool1ing information , please contact: 

XICAN INDIO PO 0ox 1242 
Mesa. Arizona 85201 
602 -8JJ-5875 

6 minute , 1/2" video cassette tape and 
Teacher's Guide 

ORDER FROM: 
Zulma Jimenez, Executive Director 
Xicanindio , Inc . 
P.O. Box 1242 
Mesa, Arizona 85201 
602-833-5875 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
Xicanindio/Video Project 

Please send me DRUNK RAPS 0.0.! 
Including Teacher 's Guide at $75 .00 
(Price includes shipping and handling.) 

NAME __________________ _ 

POSITION ________________ _ 

ORGANIZATION _____________ _ 

ADDRESS ______ ___ ____ __ _ 

CITY ____ STATE ZIP ____ _ 

PHONE _________________ ~ 

REMITTANCE ENCLOSED$ _ _ _ __ _ 

This brochure made possib le in part by a grant from the East Valley 
Cultural All iance. 

Special thanks to Gannett, El Dorado Studios, 
Tempe, Arizona and all contributing artists. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
RICHARD T. ASHMAN 

Vice President 
Holiday Corporation 

JOHN B. CURCIO 
Chairman & President 
Mack Trucks Inc. 

G. MACK DOVE (Secretary) 
President 
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LOUIS T. HAGOPIAN 
Chairman 
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THOMAS H. JEFFS, II 
Vice Chairman 
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CHARLES P. KING 
Sr. Vice President 
Nisson Motor Corporation ✓ 

LESTER P. LAMM (President) 
President 
Hi1hwal Users Federation 

LOUIS E. ATAIF 
Group Vice President 
Ford Motor Company 

ROBERT A. LUTZ 
Executive Vice President 
ChrJsler Motors 

ROBERT E. MERCER 
Chairman 
The Goodyear Tire 
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FRANK L. NAGEOTTE 
President 
Greyhound Corporation 

DONN R. OSMON 
Vice President 
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President 
Penske Cor__poration 

REUBEN L. PERIN, JR. 
Sr. Vice President 
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NOEL PHILLIPS 
President 
Volkswa.1en of America, Inc. 

DAVIS B. RICHARDSON 
President 
Shell Refinin1 & Marketin1 Co. 

PATRICK C. ROSS (Vice Chairman) 
Chairman 
Unir9yal/Gooclrich Co. 

F. ALAN SMITH (V.Chmn.-Treasurer) 
Executive Vice President 
General Motors Corporation 

WILLIAM B. SNYDER 
Chairman 
GEICO COf'.poration 

NEIL A. SPRINGER 
President 
Navistar International Corp. 

ROGER J. STROH 
President 
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Executive Vice President 
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October 16, 1986 

President Ronald Reagan 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, and the 
total membership of the Highway Users Federation, 
I extend our appreciation to you for signing 
Executive Order 12566. Requiring Federal ~ 

' employees to use safety belts when on official 
business will indeed set an example for the 
private sector, and reduce the burden on the 
taxpayers caused by motor vehicle accidents. 

We now have 26 States and the District of 
Columbia with safety belt use laws. Your 
Executive Order will continue the emphasis 
placed on both belt use laws and belt use 
regulations in other public sectors at the state 
and local level. 

Again, we appreciate your leadership and 
look forward to working toward obtaining belt 
use laws in all 50 States. 

Sincerely, 

Lester P. Lamm 

1776 Mossochuse1ts Avenue. NW. Washington. D.C 20036-1993 (202) 857-1200 
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l~~~'(~:011i National Transportation Safety Board 
;.c. ' • o Washington, D.C. 20594 
..,_' . ~ 

-t,,..e;so"'~ 
November 10, 1986 

Office of the Chairman 

Ms. Raquel Berg 
2219 - 163rd Drive, SE 
Snohomish, Washington 98290 

Dear Ms. Berg: 

The White House has forwarded to the National 
Transportation Safety Board your October 3, 1986 letter. On 
behalf of the Safety Board, please extend our deepest sympathy 
to your family on the recent loss of your sister. 

Many of your concerns were raised in the recent Safety 
Study issued by the Board on the performance of lap belts in 26 
frontal crashes, a copy of which is enclosed for your 
information. You may be interested in the safety 
recommendations issued by the Board that begin on page 36. 

We hope the enclosed is of interest to you, and if we can 
be of additional assistance, please let us know. 

Respectfully yours, 

Enclosure 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

TO : NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

/ 

ACTION REQUESTED: _!-----
- I 

DIRECT;REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 
I 

DESCRI~r~~~tOF INCOMING: 

ID : 52647 

MEDIA: ETTER, DATED OCTOBER 3, 1986 
I 

TO : PRESIDENT REAGAN 

FROM : MS . RAQUEL BERG 
221 9 163RD -DRIVE, SE 
SNOHOMISH WA 98290 

0 F F I C E 

OCTOBER 27, 1986 

SUBJECT : FAMILY DEATHS AND INJURIES RELATED TO UNSAFE 
BACK SEAT CAR BELTS 

PROMPT ACT I ON IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7 486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRES I DENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



RONALD W. REAGAN LIBRARY 

THIS FORM MARKS THE FILE LOCATION OF ITEM NUMBER _____ / __ LISTED ON THE 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET AT THE FRONT OF THIS FOLDER. 
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Box 693652/ Miomi, FL 33169/651-6989 

Presi den t Ronald Reagan, 
The I-Jh i te House , 
Washington, D.C., 20500 

Attn: Agency Liaison 

Sub ject: Tha.nk you for y our effort 

' 

1ay 21, 1987 

On June 4, 19 85, I req uested y our assistance in 
un reasonab le delay in performance by the foot-dragging 
b ureaucratic NllTSA government agency. Yo u p ro IT'p tly 
contacte d t he agency wh ich apologized for the delay 
b ut, to my chagrin, continued its d o-nothin g-ism. 

On March 11, 19 86 , I again re (!uested your assis
tance in regard to the same matter still p ending before 
NHTSJ' and you, once a gain, pror.ptly contacted t he 
sai d gove rnment agency , ~HTSA , wh ich , once again , 
respon ded with lip -service b ut no action. 

Finally, in desperation and frustration with 

'-/ 6- t.J t/ :i. 'l 
It oo:i 

the unbudgable NHTSA, I file d a federal laws uit against 
NHTSA to stop it's unreasonab le de laying tactics. Less 
than thirty days a fter I filed t he lawsuit, NHTSA finally 
p roduced t he a ction it should have t aken years ago. (See 
attached ). 

Now tha t the matter has been resolved , I wish to 
_ express_.D¥ •SinceFe -th nt-s -~f.<:J r y ~:mr eL o rt s in t h'is matter : 

.. .,_.- -...,.. 

A9ain, thank you. 

Sincere l y, 

g;:;_ ~~tvj 
Ve rne L. Freeland 
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['-.,'- j "' JJ ~ 
MOBILE LAW OFFICE 
V RNE L. FREELAND 

Box 693652/Miomi, FL 33169/651-6989 

Honorable Board of Directors, 
Chrysler Corporation, 
12000 Chrysler Drive, 
Highland Park, Mi ch. , 4 82 0 3 

Ref: 1984 Ag -~nda It?rr 

May 21, 1987 

Three years ago I first contacted Chrysler's Board 
of Directors (1984 MEMO: PROPOSED NEW ITE~~ ON AGENDA) 
seeking to interest Chrysler in my built-in child's safety 
seat which converts fron atult-infant-adult useage at the 
mere pull of a tah and yet occupies no more interior space 
than that already occupied by the standard vehicle seat 
into which it folds down to accomodate adult useage. 

In response to my 1984 ~1EJ.TO, I was referred to t~r. 
P. E. Springer of Chrysler's Outside Suggesticn Depart~ent 
who advised me that Chrysler could not further consider 
the built-in child's safety seat until the invention r:iet 
the standards of the ~Jational Highway Traffic Safety 
Jlorr:inistraticn (WITS!,). 

The Standards of nHTSA (Standard 213, Chile Restraint 
Systens) ~ade provision for the portable child safety seats 
now on the !"arket, but made no provisi0n for the built-in 
child's iafety seat. Hence, the standards of m:TSl' would 
h?.'Je to /afifendcd to perr.i t useage of the built-in. 

It has now taken three long years of dogged tenacity 
( finally culminating in my filing a federal court action 
against NHTSA for it's unreasonable delay) to prod the 
foot-dragging bureaucratic NHTS/l, to amend it's standards 
to permit useage of !PY built-in child's safety seat. 

Now then, the inpediment to useage of the built-in 
having been finally removed, let's solidify a mutually 
satisfactory agreement to implement useage of the built
in child's safety seat in Chrysler vehicles. I arn, as 
you may readily sunrise, chnfing at the bit after rnv 

experience c;etting the aPendment cut of NHSTA. 

-1-



ror the convenient reference of those Chrvsler 
directors who ~ere not ~e~bers of the Chrvsler ~oard 
of Directors in 1984, I a~ attaching a sr;phic illus
tration of the built-in child's safety seat, as/also 
a descriptive narrative entitled I C'.cr:-!l"'.',ents', anc a 
copy cf an article which appeared in the March 30, 19 87 
issue of l~utornoti ve !Jews which, in ad.di tion to the 
article on the amendment of the standards to permit 
built-in child's safety seats, also depicts prototype 
of a built-on (as contrasted with my built-in) child's 
safety seat being considered by General Motors for 
production a~d useage in it's Pontiac vehicles. 

Please advise as to Chrysler's disposition in 
this matter. 

Sincerely, 

CJ)~ .._p' .~ .' ( 
cZ;.z,ru:__ ~ g:--U~-rvc 

Verne L. Freeland 

encl: three 

cc: R.E.Springer 
Chrysler Outside Suggestion Dept. 
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4,SSS,13S 
BUILT-11'. CHILD'S SAFETY SEAT FOR VEHICLES 

Verne L Freeland, Box 693652, Miami, f1a. 33169 
Filed Feb. 28, 1984, Ser. !'lio. 584,4-02 

Int. Cl.' A-.7C 13/00 
U.S. Cl. 297-105 6 Claims 

1. A vehicle seat combined with a child's safety seat, t·nm-
prising: 

a first vehicle seat : 
a first back rest mounted 10 the rear end of the first seat : 
a child's seat mounted within an opening in the first vehicle 

scat and having a sitting surf.i ce recessed from the ~1tting 
surface of the first vehicle seat, and 

a second back rest mounkd at its lower end for pivotal 
movement only with respect to the forward end of the 
child ·s seat; 

the second back rest being pivotable from a storable position 
overlaying said child's seat wherein a top surface thereof 
is substantially coplanar with the first seat thereby form
ing a continuation of the first seat to a usable posit ion 
wherein the second back re, · i, substantially upright : 

wherein said seat structure rotate, in a direction away from the 
back-rest surface of said vehicle seat such that the child 's seat 
user wo'-lld face the rear of the vehicle . 

upwardly to a generally vertically e:,.tending back rest rod 
portion, and an elongated unitary sheet of foldable support 
material connected along its opposing elongated edges to each 
of said rod portions of said pair of side rods respectively. said 
Gide rods fonning together with said sl. ~t of support material 
a generally horizontally e:,.tending seat, a fnn t rest at the front 
edge of said seat , and a back rest extend111g upwardly in a 
generally vertical direction from said smoothly curved rod 
portion adjacent the rear edge of said seat, said foot rest rod 
portion and seat rod portion of each of said side rods heing 
separate rod portions which are interconnected to nnc am•t her 
by a hinge adjacent said front edge of said seat , said hing<', on 
said pair of side rods being operative to hold and support said 
foot rest in a first generally horizontal posi1ion wherein said 
foot rest extends away from said sea1 _ and outwardly of said 
ground cnga!!m!! frame in freely spaced relation to the grnund. 
said hinges alsn hcing operative to permil saicl foot res1 lo he 
pivoted to a second generally horizontal position wherein said 
foot rest O\'erlies said seat. said g.mund eng.aging frame com. 
prising the sole support of said article of furniture in all posi
tions of said foot rest, all portions of said sheel of foldahle 
matenal being held by said side rods above and in spaced 
rcla1ion to all of ,aid horizontal cross bars at all tim ,·, and in all 
posi1ion, of said fool rest, sea l and back rest, and both opposing 
ends of each of said side rods heing free ends whir h are frcl'ly 
spaced from the t·orre,ponding free ends of the 01 llt'r of said 
si,k rods and from both of said side memhers and all of ,aid 
,·,, "' bars. said sheet of support maleria I hemp. free of engage
ment with any cross bar throughout the entire extent of said 
sheet between the opposing ends of said side rods, and the 
body ofa user of said furniture article being free ofengagemcnl 
with any cross har and in engagement wi1h only said ,hel'I t1f 
support malerial in all positions of said foot re,t , seat and hack 
rest. 
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COMMENT: The depicted automobile seat converts from adult 
to infant/child useage at the pull of a tab but provides 
more protection than any existing child's safety seat now 
on the market because, in event of a collision, the infant 
or child is thrust backward into the padded seat instead 
of forward into the harnessing straps and frontal retainer 
of existing child's safety seats, which can cause injury 
to the shoulders, groin area and rib cage of the infant or 
child. The pull-ta9 safety seat also eliminates problems 
associated with existing child's safety seats of improper 
attachment, complicated harnessing, awkward and cumbersome 
placement and removal of infants and children (especially 
in . low-roofed cars), storage problems, and necessity of 
removal in order to restore adult useage of the seat space. 

Since the laws in most states now make it mandatory to 
use a child's safety seat when transporting infants and 
children up to the age of five years, and the likelihood 
that such r~quirernent will be universal in the near future, 
it would seem both reasonable and logical to conclude that 
an automobile manufacturer who incorporates this safety 
seat into it's vehicles would have a distinct marketing 
advantage over it's competition in appealing to the 
multitude of parents and grandparents who have endured 
the problems and frustrations of existing child's safety 
seats and would have an option of purchasing a vehicle 
with this desirable feature. Additionally, of course, 
the manufacturer would exhibit it's genuine concern for 
the safety of the infant/child occupants of it's vehicles 
and establish an affinity with the frustrated parents and 
grandparents by poin,ting out that "we who manufacture the 
cars are parents and grandparents too, and we certainly 
want the safest child's seat available for our children 
and grandchildren too,---don't you?. Remember, only our 
products has it!" 

The simplicity of modification of existing seats, 
both bench and bucket types, requires a minimal outlay of 
costs, does not change the appearance of the seat, and 
occupies no more interior space within the vehicle than 
is already occupied by the non-modified seats. 

The inventor of the p•.111-tab safety se'lt is extending 
first option to Chrysler to acquire and implement the seat 
in view of Chrysler's dynamic "new chrysler" image and 
innovative leadership in the industry. 

I trust that you will forgive this unorthodox way of 
presenting this pull-tab safety seat inasmuch as I am 
aware that you have specific personnel who handle such 
matters. However, as a grandparent who has experienced 
the problems and frustrations of existing child's safety 
seats, I was afraid that, if I went through normal and 
usual channels, the invention might be lost in the 
shuffle. 

Please contact, or have your appropriate personnel 
contact, Verne L. Freeland, P. o. Box 693652, Miami, 
Florida, 33269, or telephone #(305)653-1882. Patent 
Pending 1584,402. 
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Pontiac prototype seat 

NHTSA favors 
built-in safety 
seat for kids 
IV Geoff Sundstrom 
NJTOMOTM IEWS SI Aff REPORTER '-

WASHINGTON - Any parent 
who has lugged a child safety seat 
in and out of the family car would 
probably tell you that a built-in 
safety seat would have a lot of ap
peal, especially if it could fold out 
of the way when not in use. 

NHTSA also likes the idea, 
which was proposed to the agency 
by Verne L. Freeland of Miami, 
Fla., in a citizen petition. 

NHTSA said that convenient 
child safety seats could increase 
use and is now proposing amend
ing its child restraint safety stan
dard to allow built-in systems. 

Although no automakers have 
approached NHTSA about install-

• ing built-in child restraints, 
NHTSA said it hRS tentativeiy co::1-
cluded that fold-out seats would be 
at least as safe as add-on child re
straint systems. 

Pontiac has designed such a pro
totype seat in its show car Pursuit. 
The child seat folds out of the 
backseat. 

The amendment proposes crash 
test specifications, labeling and in
struction · requirements and flam
mability protection for the built-in 

·.aeats. 
NHTSA said any integrated 

child seats would be optional. 
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Mr. Verne L. Freeland 
P.O. Box 693652 
Miasi, FL 33169 

Dear Mr. Freeland: 

NOV 2 8 f986 

The Honorable Claude Pepper sent me a letter on NoveBber 3, 19S6, asking 

this agency to expedite its consideration of your - rule.making petition to 

amend Standard ~o. 213, Child Restraint Systems. For your information, -1 

· have enclosed a copy of my reply to Mr. Pepper. 

Sincerely, 

Diana It Steed ; 

Diane K. Steed 

Enclosure 
• SKratzke:mar:ll/25/86:Wang0203o:62992 
• NHTSA t 8611170C01, DOT I 8611140007, White House J 454424, OCC 11422, 

cc: s-10, I, P, c, Sl0E3, SICH, SISY, S10, NOA-01 Subj/Chron/DKS, 
NOA-02, t~D-01, NRH-01, NTS-01, NOJ..-30 Subj/Chron/Kratzke, S-10 Comeback 
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US Department 
of Transportation 

National Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Administration 

The Honorable Claude Pepper 
u~s. House of Representatives 
i44 West Flagler Street 
Suite 300 
Miami, FL 33130-1684 

Dear Mr. Pepper: 

Th e Administrator 

NC\/ 2 8 1986 

400 Seventh St, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituent, Mr. Verne L. 
Freeland, asking us to expedite our consideration of Mr. Freeland's 
petition for rulemaking to amend Standard No. 213, Child Restraint 
Systems. We are now in the final stages of our review of a proposal to 
amend Standard No. 213 in response to Mr. Freeland's petition. 

By way of background, each child restraint system sold in the United 
States must be certified by its manufacturer as complying with Standard 
No. 213, to ensure that the restraint will afford adequate and effective 
protection to children during vehicle crashes. Under the statute, the 
manufacturer is responsible for certifying compliance. This agency does 
not have authority to provide certification of an individual item of 
motor vehicle equipment. 

Standard 213 was first :issued in 1970. At that time, the only types of 
child restraint systems sold were those that had to be attached to 
vehicle seats. Accordingly, the standard's requirements were _designed to 
address those types of child restraint systems. To amend the standard to 
per~it built-in child restraints, such as Mr. Freeland's design, this 
agency must evaluate and revise many of the current requirements of the 
standard. It is important to remember thatany revisions to standard No. 
213 would not simply establish the level of safety protection that must 
be afforded by Mr. Freeland's restraint system. Instead, they would 
specify the level of safety protection that must be offered by all child 
restraint systems sold in the United States. Accordingly, we must 
carefully assess the effect of changes to the standard on all types of 
child restraint systems. 

~IQ ~ 
~_j
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I appreciate Mr. Freeland's frustration with the length of time needed to 
complete this process. However, I am sure you appreciate our statutory 
obligations to conduct our evaluation in a manner that will ensure that 
any changes to the Federa l motor vehicle safety standards are appropriate 
and continue to mee t the need for safety. The need for careful and 
thorough consideration of proposed changes is especially great in this 
instance, where the subject is the safety protection to be afforded to 
young children. 

Please let me know if I can be of any further assistance or provide you 
with additional information about this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Diane K. Steed 

cc: Washington Office 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFK RAL 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY , FURN ISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID ~ 45442 4 

MED IA : 

TO: 

FROM: 

COPY DATED NOVEMBER 

MR. VERNE L. FREELAND 
BOX 693652 
MIAMI FL 33169 

3 I 198 6 

0 F F I C E 

SUBJECT : SEEMS THERE IS A DELAY IN THE CERTIFICATION 
OF MR. FREELANDS CHILD RESTRAINT SYSTEM 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL - - IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT , PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-74 86. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO : 

AGENCY LIAI SON, ROOM 91, THE WHI TE HOUSE, 20500 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY ·LIAI SON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE . . ' -

8611110001 
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CODE 00:SGR 
. . ·CU.UDE. PEPPER 

18TH 01STRICT. FLORIDA 454424 
FRANCES H CAMPBELL 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
. . 

CHAIRMAN 
COMMITTEE ON RULES 

SELECT COMM ITTEE ON AGING 
CHAI RMAN 

SUBCO MM ITT H ON Hl Al TH 
AN V tONU TEA'4 CA.RE 

Dear .Ms . Steed: 

tton_grc.ss of thr Bnitrd ~tares 
!1ou.sc of Rq1rc.srntatiots 
Washington, BQ: 20515-091 s 

November 3, 1986 

. . 

22 3 9 RAYBURN Hou sE 0FF1CE au1 Lo1NG 

WASHINGTON. DC 205 15-091 8 

202- 225- )931 

}",._ '\'x'Y 01S TAICT OHIC E 
ijtf,;1tf~RCSSIONAL DISTRICT OFFICE 

JOO COUHT HOU SE TOWE A 

44 W.EST HAG LER ST 

MIAMl. fl 33 13 ~1- 1684 

30!>-5 3b- !>56!> 

M.4AIA TOLON 

LATIPri HE.PRESE.Nl ATIVE 

I am \,,ri ting to you in behalf of Mr·. Verne L. Freeland , 
w110 has invented a built-in child safetv seat. t-:tr-. Freeland has 
been in contact with your office since June 4, 19-&4 , in an effort 
to obtain certification for his invention from your Agency . He 
properly sul::mitted a proposal to amend the Federal ~btor Vehicle 
Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 213, Child Restraint Systems, to include 
a procedure for certification of built-:in child restraints. His 
petition was granted and he was advised of the rulemaking process 
on June 25th, 1985. In Septanber 1935, :tvir. Barry Felrice, Associate 
Administrator for Rulemaking predicted that the proposed amendment 
would be published in the Federal Register towards the end of 
December 1985. At present, the proposed amendment still has not 
been published. 

I realize that the rulernaking process is a lengthy one 
and appreciate the efforts you have already exerted in behalf of 
:Mr. Freeland. However , since :Mr. Freeland has already spent over two 
years trying to obi:ain a certification for his built-in child safety 
seat, I v.:Duld like to request that this matter be given priority 
so that it may be handled as e..xpeditiously as possible. Please keep 
me advised of your actions at my District Office. 

Kindest regards, and 

1'1s. Diane K. Steed 
Administrator 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation 
NHTSA 
400 Seventh Street, S. W. 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

~: Verne L. Freeland 

Very truly yours, 

Claude Pepper 
Member of Congress 



Prer-iidcnt Penale! Pe,,aan, 
The h'hi te House, 
~n3hington, D.c., 20500 

ittn: ,gcncy Liaiaon 

June 12, 19 86 

( P.ep ly Requested) 

<: uL jt:?ct: Continuing and un rr.asonatlc inaction ty NIITSJ\ aqency. 

<:n June 4, 1985, T wrote to you !'!eeldnc; relief in IT'Y 
c c;tlin<;ri .,.;1th the ~lll'!'S! aoency . ropy of ~uch letter is attached 
,rn '!Xhibit l. 

r~ June 25, 1985, I r~ccived responsive letter fro~ the 
'.HlT~·,. ,H·e11cy. Ccpy of suer. letter is attached ,rn exhibit 2. 

On July l, 1985, I Rent you a letter of thank~ for your 
1tiJ11iRtancc in the Matter. Cc-py of such letter is attached as 
cxhibi t 3. 

0n fieptertl.JE?r 23, 1985, I received a letter froM the 
t!lf'!'~f\ a9cncy adviBino me that the ini tii'1l step in the agency 
.,cticn (publication in l'ecter;,l regi~ter) waR anticipated by 
rx!ccr·her, 1985. Copy of Ruch letter is attached c,s eY.hibit 4. 

On M~rch 11, 1986, such publication still net yet 
!1a vinn occurred, I 11gnin wrote to J\gency Liaison about the 
delay, and reque11ted a reply. Copy o! such letter is attached 
as cxllihit s. 

J\t the sar~ ti~c that 
en P'nrch 11, 1986, I wrote to 
relief !ron continuing delay, 
an exhibit 6. 

I wrote to f..gency Liaison, and 
the NIITSA l'.druniatrator requesting 

Copy ot such letter ie attached 

on l\µril 25, 1986, havin<J received no re■ponse nor 
reply f ron e ither the f,.qeney Liai 110n nor the 1\dr.i ni atrator of 
thr rmTs" agency, t ,1ent a lotter to the Docket section of the 

-1-
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tlilTSA agency requesting reply. Copy of such letter is attached 
as exhibit 7. 

To date of this letter, June 12, 1986, I have received 
no response nor reply froM .Agency Liaison, the J'·.drninistrator 
cf the HUTfH\ agency, nor the Docket Section of the NHTSl, aqency. 

Since the agency will not respond nor reply, will you 
please let rne know what progress, if any, has been ~ade by the 
a~ency and, if not, why not? 

Thanking you for your attention to this IT'atter, I M . , 

Yours very truly, 



·-
l ' 

u S Deponmenr 
o r TronsporTattOO 

National Highway 
Troffk: SOfety 
Administrotton 

Mr. Verne L. Freeland 
Box 693652 
Miami, FL 33169 

Dear Mr. Freeland: 

Tl i t:> A(lrnin ,strator 

JIR 2 1986 

400 Seventn St . SW 
W3~rt,not o n DC 21; • •_1,1 

Thank you for your letter to the President concerning your petition for 
rulemaking to permit built-in child safety seats in motor vehicles. On~e 
ajain, I sincerely regret the time it has taken to prepare the notice o f 
p:::oposed rulernaking concern1ng an amendment to Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard No. 213, Child Restraint Systems. 

In my le tter to you last su::vner granting your petition, I not.:!~ that the 
d Jency woulj proceed to prepare a not1ce of proposed rulemak1ng , in 
accordance with all applicable statutory criteria. As Mr. Felr1ce nct,~l 
in his letter to you last September, this rulemaking action has r equ1r ~d 
develop~ent of new testing criteria. A draft notice of proposed 
rule~aking to imple~ent the granting of your petition has been prepar ed , 
a nJ 1s currently under review within the agency. 

c~reful dr3ft1n1 ani r~v1 ew of all rulemaking proposals, especially those 
in2lud1ng new test1n~ cr1ter1a, are necessary to make sure that they are 
•practicable,• •obJective• and •meet the need for motor vehicle safety,• 
a s required by the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act, and to 
as~~r e that they conform to the rulemaking requirements of the 
Ad~1nistative Procedure Act. 

I understand your concern with the time-consuming nature of the process, 
and I can assure you that we are continuing our efforts to complete work 
on this notice as expeditiously as possible. The agency will notify you 
as soon as all reviews are completed and the notice of proposed 
rulemaking is r eady for publication in the Federal Register. 

I appreciate your continuing interest in child passenger aafety and hope 
this information is helpful. 

Diane IC. Steed 
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JOHN J. DUNC.AN 
20 DISTRICT, TENNESSEE 

/ 
• J , 2206 R.t;:euRN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

/ PHONE: (AREA CODE 202) 225-5435 

COUNTIES: 
8LOUNT 

<tongrt.s.s of tbt tlnittd £,tatt.s 
KNOX 

LOUDON 
MCMINN 
MONROE 

POLK 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dea r President Reagan: 

!touse of Rtprtsmtati\lt.s 
Washin_gton, B~ 20515 

December 22, 1986 

Attached hereto is a letter I have received f rom Ms . Amanda DeLoach. 

Amanda i s very much concerned about the problem of drug abuse and 
drunk driving in this country . I have explained to Ms. DeLoach the 
importance you and the First Lady have placed on these issues, but I 
did promise to bring her letter to your attention. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration in this matter . 

Sincerely , 

JJD/rh 

'i::/6 r 17 
WAYS AND MEANS 

COMMITTEE 

Ranking Minority Member 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 
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JanuP..rv 21 , 1987 

rlrs. Reagan and I were pl~ase<i to recejve vour letter from 
Congressman Duncan and to leRrn tJ at you have been rliscus
sing the dan~ers of illegal drup.- use . Your participation in 
the campai~n arrRin t drugs give.; us r.-reat pri<lc in AmP-rfoa's 
youth 1md hope for our countr~.r's fu.tu,..e. 

Ovc1~ the years our nation has never heRitated to defend 
itself, no mattm• how formidahle the e.neP1y or the octds . 
The enemy now faci:ne- us is drup.- abuse. In this ::1ntional 
b8ttle , ff each of 11s doC!s his or her part, our 0omhin0<'1 
, r.tions will achieve the r:oal wo see),: -- a drug-free Al:lerica .. 

You arr> certainly Bettjng e.. r,-ood example, because Y1hen vou 
soy IT 0 11 to dru~?l you arc saying 11 YP.R11 to a healthy and 
mea.ninr,-ful life . Yo have r1nde the ri, ht ~hoice, and I Rm 
~urc that it is one you will never !'egret. 

r,1rs . Feap-f!.n imrl I i:u·o -very proud of' you. Con~:ratulations 
and God bless you . 

l'--riss Amm1da De I,oach 
14.00 Grant StrP,et 
Alcoa , TP.nnessee 37701 

Sincerely, 



Januar~ 7, 1987 

Uear we . Dm can : 

Thank you for you~ Dec,..rrJ":it;r 22 l~tb:r 
e:iclu:~ing con:~apondE:!nc" to the l?rP.~i<lt:➔ t 
fr0m diss A-~nda DALoach , who ic cor~crn~d 
;:. bout: d.rti.g abus~ an~ drun- drivirn . 

~ur inter~qt in forwarding thic l .~ter 
1$ a?prccia·,a . I h,.ve brought 10ur coh
·ti l:.u-rnt ' s commer1t!; t.o t.he .. itt ~,1tion o:t the 

a..,:nroprirrc-.: off i•"ial hi or t?r t~hc~t arl 
ac'· . .JWl,;;c1gm£>nt. c n b-:i -<> :11. on ch, 
PrPsid-nt ' A behalf . 

~illiam l. Ball, III 
A~sist~nt to ~h~ Presi 8 t 

Th2 Honcraole John . Ou.~an 
House of epre» ~ntativ s 
Nashingt~1, D. C. 20515 

WLB:KRJ:MDB 
cc: w/copy of inc to Connie Mackey - for further action 
WH RECORDS MANAGEMENT HAS RETAINED ORIGINAL INCOMING 



YP-61 on Drug War RE: ,_·,_support 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
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J~~N J. DUNCAN ' 20 :>ISTIIICT, 'TtNNESSEE 

/ ~ 
.J,, ' 220& M nuRN HOUSE omce tUIU>INO 
✓ f'tlONE. (AREA COO£ 2021 l"lZS-6431 

, 
COIJHTIH: 

ILOUNT 
ICH()I( 

LOI/DOIi -M01'f!IO( 
POU: 

tongrts.s of tht 1inittd £,tatts 
!\oust of Rtprtsrntati\lts 
D ashinp, I)~ 20511 

President Ronald W. Reagan 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

December 22, 1986 

Attached hereto is a letter I have received from Ms. Amanda DeLoach. ------~ 
Amanda is very much concerned about the problem of drug abuse and 
drunk driving in this country. I have explained to Ms. DeLoach the 
importance you and the First Lady have placed on these issues, but I 
did promise to bring her letter to your attention. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

JJD/rh 

L/S6 f 77 
WAYS AND MEANS 
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Ranking Minority Member 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 
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