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By HELEN THOMAS UPI White House Reporter

WASHINGTON (UPI) President Reagan made the tough decision to
forgo his Fourth of July vacation at his California ranch to remain at
the White House in close touch with the Beirut hostage crisis.

As much as all administrations like to point out that the White
House is wherever the president is, it does not quite work out that way.
Despite sophisticated communications, the isolation of a president
during a time of crisis does not quite work.

The facilities are now such at the ranch that he can have all of
his top diplomatic and military advisers flying to the mountaintop to
confer with him when face-to-face gatherings at the White House are
possible and much more feasible.

If the hostage dilemma is resolved and the Americans are returned
home, Reagan still could head for his vacation retreat where he likes to
unwind, ride horses and chop wood. But none of those activities would
have looked too good while the fate of the hostages is still uncertain.

[mage conscious Nancy Reagan apparently was persuasive in urging
cancellation of the California trip.

~  Dewey Roussel, the 87-year-old mother of deputy White House
press secretary Peter Roussel, flew for the first time in her
life, and on Air Force One at that.
Her comment: "I don't have much to lose if the plane goes down."
Mrs. Roussel, a former newspaperwoman who lives in Houston, Texas,
not only rode in the president's plane. She also got to see the Oval
Office, all in one day.
The president greeted her on the plane and signed his autograph,
saying: "I'm glad you took your first flight with us."

" Mancy Reagan refused to review the documentary program broadcast by
NBC-TV on her life, saying: "Gosh it's hard making a judgment."

But she did add, "I hope people enjoyed it."

NBC's Chris Wallace, who interviewed her, had access to places
where the Reagans live but reporters are never allowed to go.

The film captured her influential presence in the White House and
the fact that Reagan's top staffers know they also must account to her
if thex try to make end runs around the president.

" Reporters were held back by Secret Service and Kennedy aides when
they tried to interview recently released Beirut Hostage Arthur
Targontsidid of Brockton. Mass., during a fund-raiser for the JFK
Library at the home of Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., with President
Reagan on hand. The reporters also were held at a distance during
the festivities that evoked memories of the past, particularly
with the presence of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, the former first
lady who makes rare appearances in Washington and turns down all
invitations to the White House.

Members of the White House press corps are looking forward to
reading the forthcoming memoirs of ABC-TV's Sam Donaldson.

Donaldson catapulted to television fame when he began covering the
White House during the Carter administration and stayed on in the Reagan
years.



Sorry, Nancy Reagan refuses to review this week's (N-B-C)
network T-V documentary her life. In her words, "Gosh it's hard
making a judgment." But she does say she hopes people enjoyed it.
The story captured the First Lady's influential presence in the
White House and the fact that Reagan's top staffers know they also
must account to Nancy if they try to make end runs around the
president.
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NBC White House correspondent Chris Wallace talks to President and Mrs. Reagan for a special NBC
News program profiling the first lady. It airs at 9 tonight on Ch. 2.

PERSONALITY
NBC profile of Nancy Reagan
shows power of the first lady
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