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Nancy Reagan: Eye . 
on politics, not policy 
· a, IIOIIIIT IIULY · ...... SM IClmowledllS W of 

Boeton Globe Ullle actsbeclae, ••-•t. t111 pnlllda--,ua to~llffllll. 
~ WASIIINGTON - Oil Wldnllday .... 11 a IDOd qeat.11 lm1 -
; aftenoaal .._ tldnl,I ... a 111t nobowlllr."'Slle~ldlll,• 
llow dariDc 1111 flnt term. Pnlldeat lmowl Ida 11tJ11, lbe bolil no II 

.'Relpn woalcl taq off fartbe -- featblliDI 1111 Dllt ad, .._ lbe 
;coaatrJ in Vlrpda. - tut, lt'I Ill ovw. 8be doll not 
, It WU a ")IIGto oppoebialty," M 

~ Wldte - .... office CIDed 
1t, .... nporun and ~ 
':w-Jdptblr•tllllaatllLanas 
.tll6 prllldllt IINrded tbe bellcaptlr_ 
Al_,. • tM lllllcGDy of tbe Wbltll 

. -- .. lflncr , .... •bo 
watcbed aad waved. 
, Nancy a.pa DnW tu. lier 
.,. off - ............ force 
in tbe Wblte Rome. ID a-. ... ti 
tbe1ftlldlnt'I qent. 

Wl¥11 ol pNlicletl haft played 
lmponut roles. la tile mala, Ibey 

.have aeee11. and accm la u Import­
ant u .., otber element la tbe ~ 
akJa..muinl procea. 

TIiey haft med it diff-tly. Ro­
ulyan Carter ut in OD Wlllte Home 
meetiDp ud ODCe CID tbe road, U a 
subltltute for ber ...,._ in tbe 
Wlseoa1la primary campal1n 
ap1Dlt Sea. Edward XeaDedy in 
1180, uid JlmmJ Carter woa1d not 
be afraid to dec:Jan war in tbe Irani­
an boltqe altutloa. 

Nancy Reapn woald Dffer have 
aa1d anyWq lib that durilll • po­
litical camJllllp, or after. 

Sbe b.u bea accmed u belng be­
' Jllnd tbe removal of Aln:aoder Baig u secretary of state and WIWam 
Clark u teeretary of tbe interior. 

, Sbe II credited with dmnpl"I JUcb. 
ant Allen u natiaaal IICllrity 

p&llnol1ed1Dtlllpollcy-."" 
la • raamable ..... wltll 

Nancy ....... bJ Cria Wallace of 
NBC, lbe wu frat abollt dealinl 
.- people wbo W •m...,..., CGD­
nr,toU..of •...,..nd 

'l'llen 1'11 tut pll'locl in ltM 
when ........ plctund in tbe 
....... - • ftl'IIIOIIIII'• Tllll'e 
'RI a...._ ID tbe Natlaul Secllr-
ltJ oa.ao .................. 
deal .... - Bonet Panlp Yin,. 
.._ Aadnl Gl'.'OIDJko. Nancy, 
•cc:ordlaa to Reapa polltlcal 
advller stuart Spencer, waded in. 

• \ 

Nancy Reapa: "I didD't think It 
WU fair wbeD rd pick up tbe paper 
and rd .read tut be •• a war­
maapr, tut be wa l'Ndy top to 
war ud • aa. .._ 1 an tut 
that'• completely antnae." 

Stuart Spencer: "Ber ln'fOlftmeDt 
in the policy mattAlr of ttiat nature 
wu for the parpo1e of being re­
electel!- I took the J)Olition that It 
WU iJollUc,1 IUlcide to keep up the 
bardblll rlletoric. We didn't talk 
aboat tbe merit of it; we talked 
a-.i tbe politlcl of ll" 
• And tllere .. a meeting betweea 

Gromyb and the praldent OD Sept. 
21,ltN. ' 

Said Nancy Reqa11 about the 
meet.i"I in the interview witb Wal­
lace: "Be (Gromyu) tamed and 

Nancy RNgan acta • the 
prnldent'• agent, behind the 
■cene■ In the White ttou■e. 

looted at me and said. 'II your • 
band ID favar of peace or war?' And 
I ■aid, 'Peace.' And Ile said. 'Are yoa 
surer And I aald. •rm sure.' And Ile 
said, 'WeU then,. you whisper 
''peace" in bla ear enry nlpt.' And I 
said. 'I will' .. 

• 
About a meetiq with lllkball 

Gorbachev, wbicb at tbe time of the 
Interview wltb Wallace bad not been 
aet for Ncmimber in Geneva, Nancy 
Reapn WU uked would Ille like to 
NeallllDlllll 

"It woalcl be nice if there WU a 
meetiD& where the two mea coald 
talk. - talk, jalt to ••• set • feel of 
•cla otber. That would be a l(IOd 
idea, but rm not talkial a IIIUIUDit. I 
think a meettn1 lbould come flnt. ". 

And tbat'I the way It will be. 

PRESERVATION COPY, 



THE WASHINGTON TIMES MAGAZINE 

WEDNESDAY JULY 10. 1985 7M 

TELEVISION 
STATION BRE~ / Sue Mullin 

21 AND HOLDING 
The recent Chris Wallace pro­

file and interview of Nancy Rea­
gan on NBC placed 21st in the 
Nielsen's, which is not bad for a 
documentary, particularly in the 
summer. Mrs. Reagan, who told 
Mr. Wallace she hadn't "decided" 
yet how old she is, would prob­
ably like the figure "21." 

ONCOPI~ 



Sacramento, CA 
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~llen'• P. c. e f:'.<r. 1881/ 

First Lady ,, 

T
he years have been kind to Nancy 
Reagan, who celebrated herMth 
birffiaay Saturday. Entering the 

White House 41h years ago, the First Lady 
did not enjoy a good press. Rightly or 
wrongly, she was perceived to be more 
concerned about costly china and high 
fashion than being her husband's best 
emissary. 

A polished professional staff, a commit­
ment to combating childhood drug abuse 
and Mrs. Reagan's widely acknowledged 
political acumen have changed all that. 
She is not afraid to be known as her 
husband's closest, and possibly most influ­
ential, adviser and confidante. The worst 
that a recent NBC-TV special could come 
up with against her were some opinions by 
feminist Betty Friedan that somehow Mrs. 
Reagan is bad for the women's movement. 

Mrs. Reagan surmounted an unhappy 
early childhood and an unspectacular film 
career to become, with her husband, one of 
the 20th century's most amazing political 
success stories. Too bad, some feminists 
are such captives of Democratic Party 
politics that they-don't recognize the con­
tributions of a highly respected First Lady . 

.1a.----------------.....ty 
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Nanc~ Reagan Last in Line 
Of Traditional First Ladies 

Did you happen to watch the hour­
long NBC special on Nancy Reagan 
last week? BOited by Chris Wallace, 
it attempted an in-depth loot at bow 
the first lady bas cbanged ..-cl grown 
during her husband's presidency. 

To me, the growth came off u 
minuscule. Yes, she's now actively 
involved in drug-abllle prevention, 
which is to be applauded. But I sus­
pect her involvement sprinp aa 
much from the desire of Reagan's 
advisers to tone down her rich-lady 
image aa it does from any deep be­
liefs of her own. 

Basically, I think, Nancy is still 
Nancy, which ii fine. People really 
don't change that much, though none 
of us could help but be more knowl­
edgeable after liviq with a president 
for five yean. The band-holding and 
devoted huaband-pzing which ini• 
tially were criticized u icky are, I 
think, quite natural and deserve DO 
criticism. 

What's more interesting to consid­
er is that sbe may be the last of the 
traditional firat ladies. U so, will we 
miss these women? Do we need them 
or want them? Sure, Ladybird John­
son did a lot to beautify our land­
scapes. Betty Ford WU terrific in her 
honesty about alcoholiam and breast 
cancer. Roaalynn Carter worked 
bard in the area of mental health but 
got mixed reviews because she some­
times seemed too much the co-presi­
dent, attending Cabinet meetinp and 
offering foreign policy advice. 

The question now is: Are we ready 
for a first lady who owns her own 
business and hasn't time for any of 
the "special concerns" adopted by 
past presidents' wives? How about a 
lawyer, busy with her own practice? 
Or a woman too involved in real es­
tate or retailing or any other field to 
do much volunteer wort for the coun­
try? 

Ready or not, therre conilng. 
The rising tide o career women 

now is reaching into the age groups 
from which we IIIUally draw preli• 
dential candidates. So whether thoee 

1 candidates are male or female, their 
spouses may very well want to lead • 
independent lives. 

This is happening in all fields. For 
example, ministers' wives once were 
expected to be co-ministers - wWa­
out pay, of cour. .! - and llllllJ llleut-

Fran 
Hathaway 

ily resented il That's why· I . was 
pleased, in talking with a local minis­
ter recenUy, to bear that situation 
bas changed. Several yean ago, I did 
a story on the lives of ministers' 
wives, and you_ should have heard 
what they told mt! - "off the rec• 
ord," of course - about their real 
feelinp regarding the demands often 
made by parisbionen. 

In the NBC special, Nancy Reagan 
was called "a respected and feared 
political operative" and "a wife 
who's discovered sbe bas power and 
lites it, a more uaertive, confident 
woman." The reason, most think, is 
ezposure to enormous power. But re­
member that husband Ron is DOW a 
lame duct. For Nancy, the end's in 
sighl So maybe she's just relaxing 
and enjoying berseH more. And if, in 
the proceaa, she mates a dent in drug 
abuse, that's a bonus. 

Some credit Nancy with cooling 
her husband's anti-Soviet rhetoric so 
he wouldn't SOUDd lite a warmonger. 
Reportedly, she also wu the one who 
decided it would loot tacky for them 
to repair to the ranch for a vacation 
while American hostages remained 
in Beirul True or not, both were 
accurate calls. 

Betty Friedan, who attended Smith 
College with Nancy, calls her "an 
anachroniam. She doesn't represent 
most women." Maureen Reagan dis­
agrees, saying "Feminism means 
choices." The fact is, one recent poll 
gave Nancy the highest approval rat­
ing ever for a first lady. 

So bas she changed, or is she being 
marketed better? Does it matter? 

l don't think so. Nancy Reagan rep- 1 

resents the passing of an era. Tboee 
who love her should enjoy her while 
they have her. Tboee who don't think 
she repramtl women today should 
be pltimt. Mire modern role models 
an Ylllble • the far bomon.. 

E ERVATION COrf) 
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Sally 
Friedman .___ 

Nancy Reagan 
meets the press 

Maybe you chanced to wa~ the 
special on Nancy !r.'an as I did on a 
recent summer rug t. . • 

Maybe you, too, were cur1o~s 
enough about our Fint Lady to tune m 
to NBC's one-hour special appropriate­
ly and simply called - what else -
"The First Lady." 

For me the NBC special encapsulat­
ed the be~ ..... and the worst - of this 
giant monster we call television. . . 

The interview wu done by Chris 
Wallace who is unmistakably Mike 
Wallace's son. The style is the same, 
the voice is hauntingly familiar and the 
manner ia all Mike. There ia velvet and 
steel in that voice, and a disarming but 
ruthless thoroughness in both father 

d ! loved__,.. that om Pint Lady is an~ • - ~ So there WU Nancy Reagan, who irited IOld widl eaormoua pace -
had been watched by Chris Wallace !or :eS:tility. I admire both characteristics . 
several years in hia capacity u White in any woman. . 
House Conespondent for the network. I wu distresaed to watch her squirm 
She looked relaxed. Almost expectant. I on the question of age. She didn't like 
And yea, older- and more wan than in Wallace's needling about a two year 
some of the film clipa that aired on that I diacrepancy in the record, and while her 
progr&DJ. ' • good humor never crumbled under fire, 
• Wallace, I auspect, wu out to deliver there were definite chinks in her armor 
more than just a gentle orofile of Nancy as the newsman pounded away. 
Reagan. More than • a ·portrait of her And that, friends, brings us back to 
past. There wu a certain insistence in I the beat-and-wont iaaue. , 

• the interview that did keep me gripped Chria Wallace ia the consummate 
- but that also left me wondering why television newahound, and ~onau1;11-
Mra. Rap11bad CO.......S to have her } mate, in this case, ~tes to mtrep1d, 
life ipl'IM out befote • uncom- • int'ruaive and sometimes rude. I sup-
~ ~ _ poae that Nancy knew that before she 

plunked herself down in front of the 
cameras, but somehow seeing her un­
comfortable moments made me feel ter­
rible for her. Public figures relinquiah 
so much when they ascend that teeter­
ing ladder into the limelight. 

Wallace poked around beyond hia 
subject and queried those close to her. 
The bottom line question: "Who IS 
Nancy Reagan anyway?" · 

So he asked her son, her friends, and 
anyone who would talk. Some raved, 
some didn't. 

What emerged was a portrait of a de­
voted daughter, a· loyal wife, a lady who 
has managed to shed her image as 
"Queen Nancy," reigning monarch of 
fine china and faahion, and mellowed 
into Nancy Reagan, warier, wiser and 
thicker-skinned than wiieri her hus- •. 
band unalterably altered their lives by 
~ addresses. 

Chris Wallace' gave us a chance to 
get breathtakingly close to Nancy Rea­
gan, to watch her chomping on popcorn . 

(CaacilaulN - Pap 811) > /) 

V 

Nancy Reagan 
•. meeta the pre,, 

,,. 
(Co~ued from Pqe Bl) 

u abe and Ron watched movies, to 
hear her giale over the achange of 

• unlikely anniversary gifta. At ita 
moat marvelous, television delivers 

• that intimacy like nothing else can. 
But we alao saw a woman re-

• duced to ~ private emotion over 
an aging mother. Those momenta I, 
for one, don't need. They aeem too 
deeply penonal to be expoaed. too 
fragile and painful and poignant to 
be recorded by cameru for millions. 

"The First Lady'; may be lauded 
by the critics for penetrating pri­
vate lives and even for establishing 
for Mn. Reagan a better public im­
age. But in my view, it should also 

• be chastened for going just a bit too 
far. . 

Frankly, I found Chria Wallace's 
own words to a television writer af­
ter he'd done the profile almost u 
interesting as momenta in the pro-

. gram itself. "She was more powerful 
• and tougher than• I had believed,'' 
said Wallace. 

Score one for Nancy Reagan. 
Sally Friedman i. a he-lance writer. Her 

• • COiumn ...... on 1'lluradliy and lunclay. 

PRE ERVATION COeY] 
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,_B _, F_R1_nA_Y.--=Ju_NE_2_s._19_ss _______ 1 COMMENTARY/OPINION I 
C.H. "MAX" FREEDMAN 

Eureka! I just saw an unbiased TV special 
Tuesday, I found myself com• 

mitting what, for me, 
amounted to an aberrant act. 

I actually contacted a TV network 
to tell it how unbiased I thought it 
had been! 

The network was NBC, and the 
program I was moved to comment 
favorably on was the special on 
Nani.x..Bcigan the previous night. 
Giverilneleanings of the big media, 
I expected anything done on our 
First Lady would be at least par­
tially slanted against her; much to 
my surprise and delight, it was not. 

To be sure, warts were exposed. 
Chris Wallace, who interviewed her, 
brought up the matter4!>f a discrep­
ancy in her age, and pressed the 
matter.On her acting days, it seems 
she shaved off two years, as is com­
mon in that field, and never both· 
ered to correct the record.) But she 
good naturedly parried the inquir• 
ies and that was the end of that. 

Then there was the somewhat 
embarrassing scene that was 
shown from a real clunker of a 
movie she once made. But other, 
more memorable, scenes from bet• 
ter films were shown, too; the over• 
all impression the viewer got was 
that here was someone who had 
been more than an adequate 
actress. 

Much was made of her glitzy 
first days in the White House - the 
$10,000 IO'ffll, the expensive china 
and costly remodeling of the man-

C.H. "Max• Fteedman is a New 
York colwnniat and author special• 
izing in local and domestic qffairs.. 

sion. Ancl as for her transformation 
into a far less showy and much more 
dedicated, drug-fighting First 
Lady, it was more than once sug-

Let us qigress a bit. The other 
night, in an entirely different con­
text. Barry Farber on his program 
paid high tribute to, and lamented 

We who feel so bitterly antagonistic • 
concerning the Big Media's inherent 
bias might serve our eause well by being 
unbiased ourselves on those occasions 
when said media merit our praise. 

gested that this was not so much a 
matter of change in character as a 
heishtened perception of the value 
of good public relations. 

Notwithstanding, · the overall 
treatment was more than favor­
able, and one could picture the Rea­
gans themselves sitting, hand in 
hand, wat~hing the program with 
appreciative smiles. 

The point in the pr08ram where 
I concluded that the approach was 
uncommonly fair for network TV 
occurred when the topic of "wom• 
en's liberation'' was broached. Is 
Nancy Reagan now a liberated 
woman? 

To get the answer, the camera 
visited Betty Friedan, who was a 
classmate of Mrs. Reagan's in col­
lege. She, of course, thought that 
the First Lady's dedication to her 
husband's career (which, notwith­
standing her independent anti­
drug efforts, is total) was Man 
anachronism." 

the loss of, the great cartoonist and 
satirist Al capp. As of Friedan's 
appearance on that NBC special, I 
share Barry's wistfulness. 

'Iwelve years ago, Capp drew a 
Li'l Abner anti-feminist episode 
that was so on target as to have had 
the ERA set squirming in discom-

. fort. In the first panel, Li'l Abner is 
seen loping home to "mah sweet 
wife," Daisy Mae, "after a hard day 
testin' mattresses." 

Cut to the Abner homestead and 
Daisy ~ae, whose sweetness, Capp 
tells us in a narrative insert, "is 
being soured by Ms. Diana Dorg." 
We see the gorgeous Daisy Mae 
standing at her stove receiving a 
stern lecture by a thoroughly 
hagish woman who points a bony 
finger at the ceiling and asserts, 
"It's time you joined your city sis­
ters in the fiaht for Female Free­
dom!!" 

PRESERVATION ~ 



In the hist panel, the cJyspeptic 
Ms. Dorg folds her arms an4 says, 
."All we are to men are objects of 
desire!!" To which _the fetching 
Daisy Mae responds, "Yo' probably 
is - but Ah hain't," as she sets a 
steaming plate on 'the table. (Just at 
that point, a grinning Li'l Abner 
enters · and, picking up. on the 
theme, says;" Ah is home, dear- ah 
desires mah supper.") 

How I wished, when Friedan 
appeared on the 'special, that the 
network could have shown that car-
toon! • 

Ron and.Nancy Reagan are, cul­
tural differences aside, the 
embodiment of the Li'l Abners - a 
'beautiful American couple, . very 
happy and very much in love. And 
Friedan, of course, is the embodi­
ment of Ms. ·mana Dorg - ·a frus- . 
trated- meddler who can't .find 
contentment in her own life · and 
therefore finds it necessary to try . 
and mess up the lives of others. 

But getting back to the program, 
what I applauded most about it was 
the fact that 1the producers didn't 
allow Friedan's remarks to stand relationship to that of the Ron and be difficult to do too much of a 
uncommented on - as is standard Nancy Reagans of this land. hatchet job on her even if one were 
Big Media procedure under such Now no doubt much of my enthu- so inclined. . • 
circumstances. While they did not, siasm for the program stemmed Still, NBC is to be highly com­
as some of us might have wished, . frl)m my enthusiasm for Nancy mended for a refreshingly fair and 
bring in Phyllis Schlafly to rebut . Reagan. (When Reagan .was beaten honest program. And we who feel ~o 
Friedan's bilge, they did call on a out for the nomination in '76, I was bitterly antagonistic concerning 
political scientis~. Barbara Keller• at least as disappointed that Nancy the Big Media's inherent bias might 
man (whom Wallace described as wasn't going to be First Lady as I serve our cause well by being hon­
an "expert on the role bf .First was that Ron wasn't going to be • est and unbiased ourselves on those 
Ladies"). She said in effect that president.) And given her unique , rare occasions when said media 
Friedan inhabi~s a world ~ s no ladlylike charm, it no doubt would merit our praise. / 



Chicago Tribune, Thursday, June 27, 1985 

Small-screen trade • • • 
There's no accounting for taste: Some people like 

five teaspoons of sugar in their coffee, and they're 
the ones who fell for Chris Wallace's white-glove 
NBC-TV interview with Nancy Reagan Monday, 
which beat out the Yankees versus the Orioles on 
ABC. Luckily, those who favor a little more reality 
are still in the majority; they tuned in to "Cagney 
and Lacey" on CBS .... Oprah Winfrey will finally 
have her rematch with Joan Rivers on the "Tonight" 
show during the second week in September. Don't 
count on Oprah to keep up her end of the pair's 
weight loss bet [Oprah 15 pounds, Rivers S] . But she 
~oes have a better excuse than "bad ge1;1es." Steven 
Spielberg wants her Big for her role in ''The Color 
_.Purple." ... The War of the Words between "Good 
Morning America" and "Late Night with David · 
Letterman" continues to escalate. Before their soft­
ball teams met, Letterman called "GMA"' staffers 
"wienies." Then the wienies won, 22-2. Letterman did 
not take the loss graciously and showed films of a 
female "GMA" staf(er running for third base­
wearing a dress. Now David Hartman has called 
Letterman's team "wimps" and challenged them to 
a rematch at any time, any place. 

PRES VATI N COPY 
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DONFREEMAN 
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A hi-lighted NaJJcy shows grace, charm 
HOLLYWOOD 

During the NBC special called 
The First Lady: Nancy Rea­
gan, suddenly Betty Friedan 

loomed on the screen . She wasn't 
anyone I expected to see on this pi-o­
gram but Friedan. who is one oflhe 
founders of the feminist movement, 
was a classmate of Nancy Reagan ·s 
at Smith College. 

Did you 1know that? I didn't ,know 
that. And somehow I can't picture 
them playing field hockey together, 
Betty and Nancy. 

Ftiedan doesn't seem to ca re 
much for Nancy and she said dis­
paraging things when asked about 
her old classmate. "She isn't doing 
what she could do in her position," 
Betty said, snippily, about th·e First 
Lady. "She's still living ·her life 
through her husband ." •. 

And so'.. forth and so on. Maybe · 

Don Freeman is a writer for Cop· 
ley News Service. _ . .. . _ 

They are very skillful interview­
ers, botn·of them, and there is also 
one appro.tch ·that father and son 
share. Chris and Mike both use the 
disarming smile to cover up the 
penetrating question . 

Or, if you're on the receiving 
end , you might call it the embar­
rassing question. 

Friedan figu~es that the Reagan I began to have suspicions at. the 
marriage really_ isn't .working o·ut very outset of the show when Chris 
and, well : you kriow, the president Wallace, the • host-narrator, was 
could have done better if he'd have heard in a voice-over. And he was 
dated some other ladies who hap• saying that Nancy Reagan was a 
pen to have ,diplomas from Smith First Lady "who had discovered she 
College. . . , has power - and l_ikes it." 

And I began thif')king: What if Oh, really? Well, who doe&n't? 
Ronald Reagan had matried Betty Chris Wallace, as a big network 
Friedan) Can you picture it? You newsman, has power, too. Bet me 
can't? Well, try. Just this once. that he doesn't like ft a lot. , 

"Betty," says the Prez, "what do . Anyway, that line of Wallace's 
you plan to wear tonight for the big• struck me right off as conde­
gest White House reception and scending, Does Wallace -think that 
dinner in history; honoring all the • Nancy Reagan was surprised that a 
leaders of all the countries in the First Lady in the world's most pow­
Free World , plus the leaders from erful nation has power? Come on! 
the Soviet Union and the People's If a First Lady discovers that she 
Republic of China and . all their doesn't. have power ....:.. then Chris 
wives, with coverage by each of the Wallace would have a story. 
networks and dancing to the music Chris Wallace-is a nice-looking, 
of Peter Duchin?" • ta lented fellow with a lot of charm 

"Are you kidding me, buster?" and an interviewing technique that 
Betty snaps. "I have to go to-a NOW is a bit warmer, softer, more ingra• 
meeting tonight. Don't wi:lit up for tiating than .his old man 's - Mike 
me." _. • . Wallace, of course. ,• 

Nancy was not disarmed. Smil­
ing back, she replied in easy tones: 
"I haven't made up my mind ." 

"Yes, but which-is it?" Wallace 
persisted . 

Another smile. "I haven't made' 
up my mind," Nancy repeated . Then 
she disarmed the hell out of Chris : 
"That's a good answer, don 't you 

said to Chris Wallace was : " It's none 
of your damned business!" 

"I think I'm aware of those who ate 
trying to take advantage of my husband, 
to end-run hiln, to use him," Nancy 
Reagan_ says . "All my little antennae are 
tert." . - • . 

It's obvious that Nancy Reagan 
is a powerful force in the Reagan 
administration . She 's hardly the 
first president's wife in history to 
make her presence known. Harry 
lruman once said he never made 
any qecisions as president witho·ut 
consultin g Bess. Why is anyone sur­
pri sed that Nancy has a lot of clout? 
, But her critics dismiss what 
Nancy Reagan is doing - her anti­
drug program, for instance - as 
"public relations ," as though it were . 
a bad word. Well, of course it's pub­
lic relations - there are public 
relations experts on the White 
House staff and they do their job 
well. Wh.en you're in the public eye 
and you do something good for peo• 
pie andi)'s written about-there'll 
always be cynics who sniff and call 
it "public relations .' ' But they're 
wrong in thinking that public rela­
tlbns is a bad word. It isn't. It can be . 
a very good word. 

In a voice-over, Chris Wallace think)" 
explained that when Nancy Reagan Chris nodded. But he was flus• 
was an actress in Hollywood her • tered. I cheered for Nancy. 
studio listed the year' of her birth as The guy is obviously no gentle• 
1923. Thus, as Chris points out, the man . There's an old definition that 
studio dropped a_ couple of years, a gentleman is a man who remem-
which was a common practice and bers a woman's birthday but not her 
probably stiU i~!...~ ut,_saj_d.J:hris, the age. Besides, as everyone • kn-ows, 
"official New York records" sayshtr it's in the natural order that women 
was actually borl'i in 1921. ' • lie about their age and men lie about 

"Which is it?" he asked with the their height • 
disarming smile. What the Fitst Lady should have 

"I think I'm aware· of those who 
are trying to take advantage of my 

· husband, to end-run him, to use 
him," Nancy Reagan says. "All my 
little antennae are alert ." 

Is there anything wrong with 
that? 

\, 



By HELEN THOMAS UPI White House Reporter 
WASHINGTON (UPI) President Reagan made the tough decision to 

forgo his Fourth of July vacation at his California ranch to remain at 
the White House in close touch with the Beirut hostage crisis. 

As much as all administrations like to point out that the White 
House is wherever the president is, it does not quite work out that way . 
Despite sophisticated communications, the isol~tion of a president 
during a time of crisis does not quite work. 

The facilities are now such at the ranch that he can have all of 
his top diplomatic and military advisers flying to the mountaintop to 
confer with him when face-to-face gatherings at the White House are 
possible and much more feasible. 

If the hostage dilemma is resolved and the Americans are returned 
home, Reagan still could head for his vacation retreat where he likes to 
unwind, ride horses and chop wood. But none of those activities would 
have looked too good while the fate of the hostages is still uncertain. 
✓Image conscious Nancy Reagan apparently was persuasive in urging 

cancellation of the California trip. 

--Dewey Roussel, the 87-year-old mother of deputy White House 
press secretary Peter Roussel, flew for the first time in her 
life, and on Air Force One at that. 

Her comment: "I don't have much to lose if the plane goes down." 
Mrs. Roussel, a former newspaperwoman who lives in Houston, Texas, 

not only rode in the president's plane. She also got to see the Oval 
Office, all in one day. 

The president greeted her on the plane and signed his autograph, 
saying: "I'm glad you took your first flight with us." 

v--Nancy Reagan refused to review the documentary program broadcast by 
NBC-TV on her life, saying: "Gosh it's hard making a judgment." 

But she did add, "I hope people enjoyed it." 
NBC's Chris Wallace, who interviewed her, had access to places 

where the Reagans live but reporters are never allowed to go. 
The film captured her influential presence in the White House and 

the fact that Reagan's top staffers know they also must account to her 
if thex try to make end runs around the president. 

--Reporters were held back by Secret Service and Kennedy aides when 
they tried to interview recently released Beirut Hostage Arthur 
Targontsidid of Brockton. Mass., during a fund-raiser for the JFK 
Library at the home of Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., with President 
Reagan on hand. The reporters also were held at a distance during 
the festivities that evoked memories of the past, particularly 
with the presence of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, the former first 
lady who makes rare appearances in Washington and turns down all 
invitations to the White House. 

Members of the White House press corps are looking forward to 
reading the forthcoming memoirs of ABC-TV's Sam Donaldson. 

Donaldson catapulted to television fame when he began covering the 
White House during the Carter administration and stayed on in the Reagan 
years. 



[ 
Sorry, Nancy Reagan refuses to review this week's (N-B-C) 

network T-V documentary her life. In her words, "Gosh it's hard 
making a judgment." But she does say she hopes people enjoyed it. 
The story captured the First Lady's influential presence in the 
White House and the fact that Reagan's top staffers know they also 
must account to Nancy if they try to make end runs around the 
president. 
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Hollywood, CA 
(LOS Angeles Co.) 
Hollywood Variety 
(Cir. D. 19,000) 

JUN 2 61985 

Just for Variety 
By ARMY ARCHERD 

* * * 
Nanc an was "happy" with NBC's Monday p.m. special, said 

stepson Mike Reagan, who spoke with her yesterday . Mike also told of his 
recent .. ctp1tofH d8i.ngs - he read for John Conboy's CBS series with Al 
Onorato and Jan Glaser, has a shot at a regular spot. Reagan' s serious 
about his acting career and studies with Rick Walters. "I just want a 
chance to get to bat," says Mike, adding, " I wonder what Ted Turner 
would t_hink if ~BS sig~~ a ~ea~an to a contract?'' .. 
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....... lllllon Wedaelday, Jue 21, 1115 

Don Freeman 
... Point of View 

D uring the NBC special called "The First Lady: Nancy 
Reagan," suddenly Betty Friedan loomed on the screen. She 
wasn't anyone I expected to see on this program but Friedan, 

who is one of the founders of women's liberation, was a clamnate of 
Nancy Reagan's at Smith College. 

Did you know that? I didn't know thal And somehow I can't pic­
ture them playing field hockey together, Betty and Nancy. 

Friedan doesn't seem to care much for Nancy and she said dispar­
aging things when asked about her old classmate. ''She isn't doing 
what she could do in her position," Betty said, snippj.ly, about the 
First Lady. "She's still living her life through her husband." 

And so forth and so on. Maybe Friedan figures that the Reagan 
marriage really isn't worlting out and, well, you know, the President 
could have done better if he'd have dated some other ladies who • 
happen to have diplomas from Smith College. 

And I began thinlting: What if Ronald Reagan bad married Betty 
Friedan? Can you picture it? You can't? Well, try. Just this once. 

''Betty," says the Prez, "what do you plan to wear tonight for the 
biggest White House reception and dinner in history, honoring all the 
leaders of all the countries in the Free World, plus the leaden from 
the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China and all their 
wives, with coverage by each of the networks and dancing to the 
music of Peter Ducbin?" 

"Are you kidding me, buster?" Betty snaps. "I have got to go to a 
NOW meeting tonighl Don't wait up for me." 

I BEGAN TO HA VE suspiciom at the very outset of the show 
when Chris Wallace, the host-narrator, was beard in a voice-over. 
And be was saying that Nancy Reagan was a First Lady "who bad 
di.sco'lered she bas power - and liltes il" 

Oh, really? Well, who doesn't? Chris Wallace, as a big network 
newsman, bas power, too. Bet me that he doesn't lilte it a lol 

Anyway, that line of Wallace's struck me right off as condescend­
ing. Does Wallace think that Nancy Reagan was surprised that a 
First Lady in the world's most powerful nation bas po~r? Come on! 

H a First Lady discovers that sbe ,tkwn't have power - then Chris 
Wallace would have a story. 

PRES RVATION ffi 



Chris Wallace is a nice-looking, talented fellow with a lot of charm 
and an interviewing technique that is a bit wanner, ~fter, mor~ 
ingratiating than his old man's - Mike Wallace, of course. 

They are very skillful interviewers, both of them, and there is also 
one approach that father and son share. Chris and Mike both use the 
disarming smile to cover up the penetrating question. 

Or; if you're on the receiving end, you might call it the embarrass­
ing question. 

In a voice-over, Chris Wallace explained that when Nancy Reagan 
was an actress in Hollywood her studio listed the year of her birth as 
1923. Thus, as Chris points out, the studio dropped a couple of years, 
,which was a common practice and probably still is. But, ~d Chris, 
the "official New York records" say she was actually born in 1921. 

"~ch is it?" he asked with the disarming smile. 
Nancy was not disarmed. Smiling back, she replied in easy tones: 

"I haven't made up my mind" 
"Yes, but which is it?" Wallace persisted. 
Another smile. "I haven't made up my mind," Nancy repeated. 

Then she disarmed the hell out of Chris: ''That's a good answer, don't 
you think?" 

Chris nodded. But he was flustered. I cheered for Nancy. 

THE GUY IS OBVIOUSLY no gentleman. There's an old definition 
that a gentleman is a man who remembers a woman's birthday but 
not her age. Besides, as everyone knows, it's in the natural order that 
women lie about their age and men lie about their height. 

What the First Lady should have said to Chris Wallace was: ''It's 
none of your damned business!" 

It's obvious that Nancy Reagan is a powerful force in the Reagan 
administration. She's hardly the first President's wife in history to 
make her presence known. Harry Truman once said he never made 
any decisions as president without consulting Bess. Why is anyone 
surprised that Nancy has a lot of clout? 

But her critics dismiss what Nancy Reagan is doing, - her anti­
drug program, for instance - as "public relations," as though it 
were a bad word. Well, of course it's public relations - there are 
public relations experts on the White House staff and they do their 
job well. When you're in the public eye and you do something good 
for people and it's, written about - there'll always be cynics who 
sniff and call it "public relations." But they're wrong in thinking that 
public relations is a bad word. It isn't. It ,can be a very good word. 

"I think rm aware of those who are trying to take advantage of 
my husband, to end-run him, to use him," Nancy Reagan says. "All 
my little antennae are alert." 

Is there anything wrong with that? 
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Section 1 

.Faces and places . . . . 
It's obvious that somebody spooked the Cubs, but 

who knew it was John Gacy? The infamous Gacy is a 
·big Cubs fan who followed the team closely at 
Menard Correctional Center until his TV broke. The 
day he got his TV back was the day the Cubs went 
into their nose-dive: . . . Has anybody noticed how 
much Ron Howard and Ted Turner look alike? . . . 
What would the New York papers have to write 
about these dog days if it weren't for Chicago actors? 
Glenne Headly, wife of John Malkovicb, is the latest 
to be profiled by the New York Times. After working 
with her husband in "Coyote Ugly" and now in 
"Arms and the Man," both of which he directed, she 
says, "We argue so much we've both said that after 

this show, we'll hold off on 
working . together for a 
while. But I don't know if 

• we mean it." ... Has any­
body noticed how much the 
Reagans are starting to 
look like the Carters? For 
all intents and purposes, 
President Reagan is follow­
ing former President 
Jimmy Carter's lead in 
h dling the hostage crisis1 nd Nancy Reagan has 

• finally admitted she's as 
powerful a little helpmate 

Shields as Rosalynn Carter ever 
was. After 4½ years of de­

nying .it, she came out of the closet Monday night in 
her interview with NBC-TV's Chris Wallace and 
revealed how much influence she wields and how she 
has for the last 1S years. If you were wondemag why 
Wallace was nicey-nicey to Mrs. Reagan, perhaps it's 
because his father, Mike, and Nancy are old, old 
friends. . . . Making a case for censorship : Remem­
ber back in 1981 when photographer Garry . Gross 
won the right to own and display photos of a. nude 10-
year-old Brooke Shields that he had taken? Well, a 4-
by-S-foot blow-up of one of his shots of Brooke, titled 
"The Woman in the Child," goes on "exhibit" at New 
York's Limelight disco this week. There's a special 
admission price of $15. 

D 

\ 
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·eanter by Beverly Robertson 

First Lady improves reputation 

FOR THE MOST PART I enjoyed the Ch.,.;., Wq))e s:~ 
interview of M~ Bp°"n on television the other night. 

, _ ___ Ji 

Her struggle in controlling her emotions when she spoke 
of.the death of her stepfather and mother probably gained 
her a lot of admirerers. Just about anyone could identify 
with her in that respect. 

Her admission that she wanted to be liked was something 
else that she had in common with her viewers. The criti­
cism that she b~an her term as first lady like she was a 
reigning queen was dispelled as the interview progressed. 
If it was a planned campaign, it was a succes~. 

And when her son, Ronnie, told how· his mother had a' 
goal of family unity that he seemed to think was slightly 
unreal, I found myself thinking, she wasn't so far offbase. 
Maybe because I'm a mom too. 

On the other side of the coin, I think it's demeaning for a 
woman of her stature to be coy about admitting her age. I 
was »urprised to learn she's as young as she is and denying 
or giving evasive answers about a difference of two years 
struck me as very petty. 

Who cares anyway? 

p 



-+taving- a • Man 
Around the House 
THIS WEEK a pair of interesting programs deal 

with a problem shared by four men and one 
woman, each of whom stands in the shadow of a 

-~ous spouse. - • 
eiiP' Last night's NBC Report on our first lad,y, 

aiicy Reagan, demonstrated that she has found 
'lier own light and is running well' on her own. 
~ he flip side· of this problem, tonight's "Public 
3'.!omen, Private Men," takes a look at four men 
~ o have married performing women - Marie 
·1'smond, Barbara Mandrell, model Kim Alexis 
and,pop singer Juice Newton - and managed to 

,Mep their sanity (8 p.ni., Channel _5). • , 

.. 1 . •• ~st night's.TV report on the first lady was a 
• fffnk and flattering portrait of Mrs. Reagan that 
;{ • • no one could . quarrel 

.3.vallace was 
fprcedto 
)/,redgeup 
·hJiome of the 
---8'!c,usations · 
ofthepast 

with. CBS and reporter 
· Chris Wallace tried to 
find some major flaw 
in her personality _and 
obviously gave up. 

Finding nothing of 
current aggravation in 
this interesting and at- • 
tractive ·woman, Wal-· 
lace was forced to 
dredge up some of the 
aggravations of the 
past - all of them mi­

nuscule: the dinner plates, the decoration and the 
dresses that seemed extravagant to reporters in 
the first years of the administration. 

Most of that criticism was political. The com­
plainers of 1981 c~uld have been silenced with 
this simple question: _ 

Would you deny the right of all those 
working people &o make a living - the seam­
stresses, the upholsterers, the paper-hangers, 
the painters,·the"1rrlers and the rest? The real 
cl'bne ls to leave1be money in the bank, doing 
.nothing. As Wa1lace observed, most of the 
work was flnan . d by private donatio,ns any­
way. 

•
1 
I have always-had a personal hunch that most 

Americans want e White House to be the most 
beautiful home i e nation and the first lady to 
be the best dress woman on earth. And hurray 
for that. 

Fortunately, ~ .of this is now behind Mrs. 
Reagan as her·hua1-od steps into his second term 
and she steps out on her own. Not unexpectedly, 
the Reagan chi en were the most candid in 
their appraisals.. : , 

"She's a ver ,brewd judge o( character and 
has a bloodhound'i instinct for people's hidden 
agendas," observed son Ron. "The bottom line for 
my mom is whe a person is hurting my father 
or helping him. once she comes down on one 
side or the othe~ -,e becomes either a powerful 
ally or an enemy1 ou don't want to have." 

Even son Micl\tel - who is generally conced; 
ed .to l>e the mouse ln the family punch bowl -
acted in a complimentary and grown-up manner 
for the CBS cameras. 

What appeared io be an end run by feminist 
Betty Freidan was headed off neatly by Maureen 
Reagan: 

"Any feminist who thinks that Nancy Reagan 
is a bad role model isn't a feminist and could 
never be considere.d one," said Maureen. "Femi­
nism is a ~hoice to-be what you CAN be and to be 
able-to make that choice for yourself." 

lt is apparent tbat 1Amerlca's first lady has 
_done precisely that, and done it with style. 

TONIGHT'S GROl)P W report, "Public Women, 
Private Men," is a look at the men behind the 

thrones of four performing women and how they 
cope with their wife's money and their own ano­
nymity. 
. . The men ar~ anything but wimps. Instead, 

they are four of the most independent and sensi­
ble men you are apt to encounter this week on 
the ~ube. What might have been a comedy piece 
turns out to be a surprisingly good manual for all 
married people, regardless of celebrity status or 
who calls the allots at hearthalde. 

J},/1 !i-tl/lCI .I'td c/J trfJt lC/e 
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I Short takes Monday.Juno 24, 1985 

/: WHAT'S HAppWNG 
TODAY - Prom• of. First 

• Lady (9 p.m., Channel 12) -
: In an hourlong report. Nancy 
Reagan emerges as a 

• tough-minded and assertive 
woman, one who is an ever­
growing center of influence in 
the White House and a power 
to be reckoned with in her own 
riJht. Tom Brokaw hosts. Reagan 
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WTBS looks at earth from .. sp.ace; -
NBC special profiles Nancy ~eagan: ; 

A look at the earth from out­
side the normal perspec­
tive is provided tonight on 

the third World of Audubon spe­
cial on WTBS, the Atlan~ cable 
channel. 

The program, scheduled for 7 :06 
p.l?\., will include spectacular foot­
age shot from the various sp~ 
shuttle missions and also will in­
clude interviews with astronauts 
Sally Ride and Bruce McCandless. 
Ride and McCandless will express • 
their views about seeing the earth 
from space and will describe ways 
in which the space program is 
helping in the effort to preserve 
the planet's environment. 
. Other segments will include a 
look at efforts to preserve the Cali­
fornia condor and the peregrine 
falcon and a look at the Florida Ev­
erglades, home to more than 30 of 
the world's endangered species. 

Singer Carole King will discuss 
conservation efforts in Idaho, a 
state whose massive wilderness 
areas are being threatened by land 
developers. • A sequence shot in 
Texas will cover the Species Survi­
val Program in which ranchers and 
zoos have "joined to raise rare ani­
mals. The program has been so suc­
cessful the ranchers now are able 
to export rare animals back to Af­
rica to replenish herds of zebra 
and antelope. 

Nancy Reagan embraces her dog, 9 p.m., Ch. 4. 

. The program also will look at the 
career ·of John James Audubon, 
whose dazzling paintings of Amer­
ican birds awakened an awareness 
of the need to protect the environ­
ment. 

TodayonTV 
Paul Johnson 
Gazette St.aff 

* * * "I think I'm aware of people who 
An hour-long profile of Mrs. are trying to take advantage of my 

husband, who are trying to. end­N@Cf Rea_san, wife of .the presi-
dent, will be carried at 9 p.m. by . . run my husband, lpts of times, who 
NBC and KARK-TV, Channel 4. are trying to use him." Asked what 
•"The First Lady, Nancy Reagan," she does about this, she says, "I 
with Chris Wallace as the inter- try to stop it." Reagan confidants 
viewer, will cover her public and such as Michael Deaver, Ed Roll­
private roles. in&, Lyn Nofziger and ~tu Spencer 

In a series of interviews con- are interviewed about their views 
ducted over a period of months at of Mrs. Reagan. Ronald Reagan Jr., 
the White House, the Reagans' re- • Michael Reagan and Maureen Rea­
treat in California and the presi- . gan also are interviewed. 
dential retreat at Camp David, * * * 
Mrs. Reagan says that, although • Twenty-seven hours of coverage 
she once preferred to remain in the of the Wimbledon teririis tourna­
background, she has begun to as- ment will commence at 4 p.m. on 
sume a more active role in her hus- the Home Box Office pay • cable 
band's administration. channel. 

At one point she admits she HBO will present taped, same-
keeps a close eye on the people day coverage of the midweek · ac­
whowork for Iler husband, saying, tlon at the toumamen~, a supple-

ment to NBC's weekend coverage •• • 
of the prestigious event. 

Today's three-hour telecast will 
start the HBO coverage, which . 
will feature announcers Barry . 
Tompkins, Barry MacKay, Arthur- . 
Ashe, Billie Jean King and Larry 
Merchant. The weekday coverag_e . 
will continue each day through 
Friday at 4 p.m., with three hours 
of tennis each day. Matches will be • 
featured on the two main show • 
courts, center court and court 1. . 
There will be additional coverage' _ 
from other courts as necessary. 

* * * A collection of some of the sap- . 
piest movies ever committed to cel­
luloid will be presented this week­
by KLRT, Channel 16, as its "Wild 
Water Movies" festival. 

The halfwitted flicks will in­
clude "Beach Party" with Annette ' 
Funicello and Frankie Avalon at 8 
p.m.; " Bikini Beach" Tuesday· 
night; "Hqw to Stuff a Wild Bikini" 
Wednesday night; "Muscle Beach -
Party" Thursday night, and 
"Beach Blanket Bingo" Friday 
night. 

- --- ----------~-~------------.J 
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, UPI 
A NEW DEAL FOR NANCY: In October 1983, Nancy Reagan talked on ·the phone 
with parents of young drug abusers. On TV tonight, she talks about her campaign 
against d~ugs, the single most important factor In restructuring her public image, as 
well as about "grQWlrig up" In the White House. • -
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NBC plays 'hail to the chief's wif~ 
By Joan Hanauer 
U~ed Press International 

NEW YORK - Few first la­
dies have had such a rocky start 
asN~, buttheaedays 
she does even bett.et- than her 
husband in the popularity polls. 

It's hard to believe the soft. 
spoken woman with the warm, 
wry glance that Chris Wallace 
interviews on the NBC News Spe­
cial, WJlte First Lady, Nancy Rea. 
gan" - to air tonight from 10 to 
11-began her stay in the White 
House as "Queen Nancy" amid 
criticism other expensive lifestyle 
~ charges of inlenaitivity. 

Wallace BBid that in late 1981 
White House = Richard 
Wirthlin and aide Mi-
chael Deaver began working out 
a plan to change her image. 

"We felt, at least I did, that if 
the real Nancy Reapn became 
better known, she would be much 
better liked, that she would pn>­
vide some political leverage and 
some strong support to the presi­
dency," Wirthlin said. 

The single most important fac­
tor in restructuring Mrs. Rea­
gan's public image - and per­
haps her private image mhenelf 
- was her campaign against 
dru,rabuse. 

Since 1982 she has traveled 
70,000 miles and visited 44 cities, 
preaching that parents must help 
their children resist drugs- and 
the number of anti-drug parents 
groups has grown &om 300 to 
8,000. 

Mrs. Reagan no longer is con-
, tent t.o remain in the background 
- Wallace says she has diacov­
ered power, and discovered that 
she likes it. She has two prerequi­
sites t.o power - aa:ess to the 
president and inftuence with him. 

"She has as much clout as she 
wants to," said F.dward Rollins, 
assistant t.o the president for po­
litical and t.al affairs. 
"I think if t:=11t.o weigh in 
on something, it certainly be­
comes thefocuaofhiaqenda, and 
certainly can become the focus of 
a lot of other attention around the 
White House." 

Her son, Ron Reagan, said: 
"She's a very shrewd judge of 
character and has a real eort of 
bloodhound'■ inltinct ilr people's 
rudden ...... The botuim line 

for my mom is, is this penal 
hurting my father or helping 
rumr 

She is said to have :Ileen a 
mitjor figure in helpi . 1U8h 
Alexander Haig and ~it1iam 
Clark out of the CabinPt and in 
helping Deaver and James Balter 
gain control of the first-term 
White House staff'. She has gener­
ally sided with moderates over 
hard-line conservatives, reflect­
ing her interest in victory for her 
husband, rather than for ideolo­
gy. 

She told Wallace she would 
like to see Reagan and Soviet 
Premier Mikhail Gorbachev 
meet. 

"It would be nice if there were a 
meeting where the two men could 
• ust sit and talk, just talk, just to 
kve a, get a feel of each other. 
That would be a good idea, but rm 
not talking a summil I think a 
meeting should oome first." 

Wouldn't a mee\ing of the two 
heads of state constitute a sum­
mit? 

"Well, a summit, as I under- . 
stand a summit, is where you 
have an agenda and you have 
things, specific things, you're go, . 
ing t.o talk about." 

In the show she talks movingly 
of her childhood - her oft.en ab­
sent but beloved actress mother, 
the father with whom relations 
were strained, and her stepfather, 
who died in 1982. Even now, her 
eyes fill with tears and her voice 
becomes husky when she talks o( 
his death. 

She acknowledges that the last 
four years have changed her. 

"I don't know how you could • 
help but . . . grow," she said. • 
"You're expoeed t.o so many differ. 
ent things, and so many different 
people, so many different exper- . 
iences. I mean, in a way, even the 
negative things that all happened 
in the beginning were probably • 
f:!.t a growth pnxx!SS, you 

Polls show Mrs. Reagan cur­
rently is rated second in popular­
ity only to Jacqueline Kennedy • 
among the last six first ladies, 
starting with Bess Tniman. Of 
that, she said, "I hope they like 
me. But I think it's been a process 
of aettinK to know me and that 
took a long time." 
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. yn;teel PrNS lnlematianal 
First Lady Nancy Reagan plays with her dog. Lucky. • 

'First Lady' on -NBC '-has · 
its. good and 'sqft', points. 
By Bill carter 
Sun 1V Critic . 

First Ladyship of Nancy Reagan? · I
s thts· really the right Ume for an hour-lorig documentary on the 

• NBC surely thought ft was -a good Idea back when It was plan­
ning "The First Lady, Nancy Reagent a news s~ on Channel 2 
tonight at 10. This could be one of those "soft". documeritarles, the • 

, lqnd that are getting made by the networks more and more these clays 
because people tend to watch them (and to stay away from hard-edged 

• news documentartes). • . 
1 But the timing hasn't been too good. Coming on the heels of more than 

. a week's ·worth of hard news stories breaking almost dally, this show 
threatens to slide down a category from "soft• to "frivolous.• . ' 

"The First Lady. might not seem so utterly uncompelltng ff ft weren't 
such an overflowing bouquet to Nancy Reagan. NBC will tell you that It's 

• . not, or at least that It wasn't Intended to be. Chris Wallace, the reporter on 
the documentary, said In a recent Interview that the purpose of the film 
was to examine the real Nancy Reagan, who she ts and what her place In 
history might be. He felt ft was a stgnttlcant achievement that the show 
'.'gets her to admit she's a key player tn her husband's admtnistratton.· 

But the result ts what c;in onJy be called an affectionate portrait. 
Wallace never lays a glove on Nancy, never ieally aecins to penetrate the 
official exterior to Orid the real person underneath. Maybe that was an 

• See CAllTER. ,____"-- .• ~ 

"---lliiiiiill 
PERFORMANCE I 

'First: Lady' ··tipjoes. its 
way past ~real' ·Nancy 
CARTER, from 1B 

Impossible task, and what he got . 
was as good as anyone could get In 
profiling this Intensely public wom-
an. • 

In that case, maybe NBC 
shouldn't have done an hour docu­
mentary at all. You can certainly 
make a case that tht~ a legiUmate 
news subject, examining the role of 
the person closest to the President of 
the United States. But ft looks far 
more like a segment of a magaztnc 
show, one of those famous "60 Min­
utes· . profiles, for example, than a 
bue documentary. That's where a 
ptccc like this really belongs; but of 
COU111C, NBC doesn't have a maga-
zine show at the moment. , 

Wallace and NBC provide a few 
Insights. take a couple of supposedly 
tnUmate looks (how lnUmate can 
they be when people are constantly 
aware a camera -Is on them?) at the 
.Reagans· private lives, talk to ad- · 
ministration officials who all agree 
this Is a woman of substance and 
Influence (What else were they gotng 
to say? She's a dodo?) 

,But the outcome ts more or less 
. predetemilned: Nancy Reagan will 
• come across as a wonderful wife and 
a great American. For an hour she 
comes across this way. 

Wallace docs take us back to 
those dark days early In the Reagan 
presidency when N~cy was stum­
bling along, unsure of herself and 
her role because she Just ·didn't 
know If e:veryone· liked her or not. 
There's menUon of the bad timing 
that affected her popularity back 
when the White House was delivered 

all that expensive new china at the 
same time the administration was 
backing an offlcfal policy to have 
catsup declared a vegetable In school , 
lunches. There are references to her 
being · called nasty things back In .. 
those days, like Queen Nancy. 

Wallace points out how ~-con­
scious this made Mrs. Reagan, to the 

. point where she couldn't even dfs­
cuss with a friend what outfit she 
would be wearing for a dinner with 
_Margaret Thatcher. (In one scene 
cameras catch her doing Just that. 
She Just gets the name Bill Blass out 
when she notices the camera and 
shuts down the conversation.) 

These were the problems Nancy 
~eagan had to overcome, we are 
told, and then we learn how she per­
severed and . did Just that. She got 
more acUve, she Involved herself In 
.a very public project to fight drug 
abuse by children, she deflected crit­
icism for extravagance by dropping 
In some well-timed gag lines. She 
just did It all. 

And now she Is a formidable 

1woman, confident, mindful of her 
own place In history. Because she 
knows people like her now. 

That's about what this documen­
tary has to say. 

Wallace, whose habit of shouting 
his delJvery ts a constant dJstractlon, 
does press Mrs. Reagan on such 
newsworthy questions as ·whether 
she really has power, whether she 
really · played a qiajor role In the 
ouster of some Cabinet foes, and the 
cspcclally critical matter of just how 
old she really ts. 
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Television 

lllchael 
HIii 

A· fine show 
o~ Nancy 
despite its 
contradictions 

You're used to seeing Chris Wal­
lace standing in front of the White 
~ for NBC news, that natural in­
creduµty be inherited from bis father 
Mike. dominating bis dramatic voice 
as bl! ))ails nne world leader or an­
other. 

Bat, you're probably not used to 
• seeinc him sitting on a couch with 
N~n, using all those jour­
na& wiles to get the FirSt lady to 
say if she was born in 1921, as her 
officla1 biography read after Holly­
wood Ft tbrougb with it, or 1923, as 
the offlcial records say. 

"f . haven't decided yet," Nancy 
says coyly and bad boy Cliris is ~ 
duced to meekly acknowledging that 
that's a pretty good ~ -

'l)at elCbange sums up the t'Olltra­
dictia tbat plagues what is essential-
ly a 'fine documentary. ''The Fint La­
dy: Nancy Reagan" runs at 10 o'clock ~ 
tonight on Cba.anel 2 (WIIAR~ 

For one thing, Nancy Reagan's sto­
ry is-quite interesting. Vutually aban-
doned by her parents, she was . raised 
by an aunt and uncle in Maryland, 
until her mother remarried when 
Nancy was 7. 1be man she married, 
Royal Davis, adopted her and proba­
bly 'b'.jld more influence on her life 
than anyone else. 

Be gave Nancy the good life and, 
in 1943 she graduated from Smith Col­
lege and set out for Hollywood. There 
she bad a pretty fair career, starring 
in a aumber of films of varying quali­
ty. 

''L think the film clips we included 
are actually pretty important," Wal­
lace aid in a recent interview in Los 
Angeles. "They show tbat she was a 
pretty fine actreaa 10 tbat she gave up 
a lot when she dedicated herself to 
lblald Reapn'I career." 

(By the way, there's alllo a brief 
clip "of Reagan. You can judge for 
~ what be gave up.) 

'Ibey married in 1952 and from 
tllen on. ROllme came lint. Indeed, 
aeveral people nllDIDl!bt in tbe docu­
meatarJ ... jf it .... , 1111' ~ . 
Reapa WDllla't Ille .. u,m, tllat 
sire ..... It 1111' llim nn tlian lie 
wanW I b-lliaall 

Alid, by IDOlt accouata, Romie still 
comes first II Nancy is said to be a 
tough defender of the President's turf, 
v;irtoally the personnel officer of the 
White House, deciding, as her son 
Ronnie puts it, who is for the president 
t(od who is against bim, supporting the 
f~ and going after the latter. 
• ''I think there are two very good 

stories here," Wallace said. "First, the 
untold story of the woman's very sub­
~ role in the personnel and poli­
w 9!,the United Stat.es government. 

"And second, the very interesting 
human story of a woman to too1t a 
¢al beating when she came to D.C., 
but . bas been able to tum that 
around" 

To tell the story Wallace and bis 
NBC crew were granted unprececlent­
~ access to the First Family includ­
ing filmed interview sesaioas at the 
California ranch and at Camp David. 
' 1,brougb tbelle interviews and the 
coniments of a variety of present .and 
forum White Houae workers, Wallace 
doe!J !I creditable job of telling bis two 
stol'iel. There is DO doubt tbat this 
woman's saavy attempts to keep her 
husband's image polished and popu­
larity peaked make her one of the 
in08t powerful people in the country. 

Tbe problem is that Wallace can­
not treat her like one of the most 
important people in the country. Be 
mmt treat her like the First lady. 
'That doesn't mean be bas to fawn and 
tiow and scrape. and Wallace doesn't. 
• But it does mean tbat Wallace 
mmt feel a victory when be gets her 
t.o admit tbat sire loob out for her 
JiUllband's welfare, a small admission 
gift!D the fact tbat she goes OD to deny 
,any'bm>lvment in specific policy or 
'penonnel moves. It alllo meam that 
he must accept cute answers like "I 
,ba~'t decided yet" with grace. 

'The documentary does clearly es­
tatilfsh the succeaful image-altering 
process tbat bas changed the public's 
perception of Nancy's style from chi­
na-buying royalty to down-to-earth 
<1rQ1 abuse fighter, while apparently 
'.maling few alterations to her sub­
s~ 
' Tbe problem is tbat the contradic­
tion of establishing tbat the First lady 
,is a' powerful national fipre but not 
,being able to question her as such 
means that it's almost impossible for 
:wallace and bis documentary not to 
he part of tbat image-altering pro­
cess. 

Q!rtainiy "1be First Lady, Nancy 
. Reagan" ii tbat or elle she would nev­
er' 'bave qreed to do it But there is 
~ than enoup lqformation here 
about tbe way oar country is run 
malre it. nrtlnrbUe boor. 
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Dac~rrlentary takes affectionate iook at Nancy Reagan 
BJ Bill Carter TNI.._.,_.,.. 

la this really the riiht time for 
an hour-long documentary on the 
Flnt Ladyship of Nancy Reagan? 

NBC surely thought it wu a 
good idea back when it -. plan­
ning '"lbe First Lady, Nancy Rea­
pn, "· a D8W1 apecial OD Channel 2 
tonight at 10.-Thia could be one of 
tboN "loft" documentaries,. the 
kind that are getting made by the 
networks more and more these 
----- days because Review people tend to 
_____ watch them (and 
to stay away from bud-edged 
news documentaries). 

But the timing bun't been too 
good. 

Coming on the heels of more 
than a week'• worth of bud news 
stories breakina almost daily, thia 
show threatens to slide down a 
category from "aoft" to "frivo­
lous." 

nt£ ASSOCIATtD 1111£91 

"The First Lady," airin1 tanl&ht 
on NBC, 11 a tribute to Nancy 
Reapn. 

'"lbe First Lady" might not pn presidency when Nancy wu 
eeem 10 utterly uncompelllng if it stumbling alon& unsure of herself 
weren't auch an overflowing bou- and ber role becaUN Iha just did· 
quet to Nancy Reagan. NBC wlll n't know if everyone liked ber or 
tell you that it's not, or at leut not. There'• mention of the bad 
that it wasn't Intended to be. timing that affected ber popularity 

Cbria Wallace said In a recent back when the Wbite Houae wu 
Interview that the purpose of the delivered all that expenaive new 
film wu to examine the real china at the same time the admin· 
Nancy Reagan, who abe ia and iatration wu backing an official 
what ber place In history might be. policy to have cataup declared a 
He felt it was • aignifleant achieve- vegetable In achool lunchea. There 
ment that the show "geta her to are references to her being called 
admit abe'a a key player In ber nasty things back in thou days, 
buaband'a admlniltration." like Queen Nancy. 

But the result ii what can only Wallace point■ out bow eelf-c:oa-
be called an affectionate portrait. acioua this made Mn. Reagan, to 
Wallace never lays a glove on the point when lbe couldn't even 
Nancy, never really eeema to pen• diacuu with a friend what outfit 
trate the offldal aterior to find she would be weulna for a dinner 
the real penon underneath. Maybe with Margaret n&tcber. 
that wu an impouible tuk, and (In one scene cameru catch ber 
what be got wu u good u anyone doing juat that. She Just geta tbe 
could pt In prof1llng this Intensely name Bill Blau out when abe no­
public woman. ticea the camera and abut■ down 

In that cue, maybe NBC abould- the conversation.) 
n't have done an hour documen· 1beae were the problems Nancy 
tary at all. You can certalnly make Reagan bad to overcome, we ~ 
a cue that this a legitimate news told, and then we learn bow abe 
aubject, examining the role of the penevered and did just that. She 
penon c:loaest to the President of got more active, abe Involved ber­
tbe United State■. aelf in a very public projeot --to 

But it 1ooka far more like a 888· fight drug abuse by childrm,' .. 
ment of• m•pzine show, one of deflected critlcilm for eztlilla. 
tho8e famoua "60 Minute■" pro- pnce by dropping in aome 

'The First Lady' looks 
far more like a 
segment of a . 
magazine show, one 
of those famous "60 
Minutes" profiles, for 
example, than a true 
documentary. That's 
where a piece like this 
really belongs; but of 
course, NBC doesn't i 
have a magazine show i 
at the moment. 
-------- 1 
mentary baa to say. 1 

Wallace, whole habit of about• 
Ing bl• delivery ii a constant dil­
traction, doe• pnu Mn. Reagan 
on such newsworthy queationa u 
whether abe really bu power, 
whether abe really played a major 
role In the ouster of aome Cabinet 
foea, and tbe e■peclally critlcal 
matter of just bow old abe really 
la. Tbe major newa that comes out 
of tbeae stiff lnterroptlolll ii: 

That 1be doet think abe bu 
aome power becaUN abe ltayl 
"aware" of people who are trying 
to "end run" and "use" ber hus­
band, and when abe aeea thia. "I 
try to stop it. .. 

That abe doesn't admit to fore­
Ina anyone out of tbe adminiltra· 
tlon but aome lnliden say abe 
helped puab Alu.ander Hall and 
Wllllam Clark out the door. 

That abe ''bUD't dec:lded yet" 
how old abe , •. 

TbJa abow ii eminently watch­
able; there are aome intereatlng 
thlnp here about Nancy Reapn. 
But labellna it a newa documen· 
tary ii caWna it ■omething It la 
not. . 

Thia ii a celebrity proftle, Peo­
ple mapztne Joumallam. News 
documentariN are completely dif. 
fereat an1m•1• Or at i.st they 
used to be. 

mea, for example, than a tnae timed gag lines. She just did it 
documentary. Tbat'• wbere • piece And now abe ia a fo,rmt•• 
like this really belongs; but of • woman, confident, mindful 
course, NBC doNn't have a map- OWII place in biltory. :eec· :aw19'111 
zlne abow at the moment. Jmowa people like ber now. 

Wallace and NBC provide a,._ Tllat'• about what this -
iulptl, tab a couple of auppo9-
ecl1Jt Intimate 1ooka (bow int1mia1e.J--­
caa tbey be when people are COD-
atantly aware a camera ia on 
them?) at tbe Reegana' privat.e 
Hwa. talk to administration am-
clala who all agrM this ii a WODml I 

of substance and Influence (Wut 
.._ were tbey aolng to say? Sbe'• 
a dodo?) 

But the outcome 19 more or lei■ 
predetermiDed: Nancy Reapn will 
come acroa u a wonderful wife 
end a gnat American. For an hour 
abe comes acroa this way. 

Wallace doee tab u back to 
tho8e dark ~ early In the Rea 
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On the Air/ By ALAN PERGAMENT 

A Balan~ed Portri~it-~f the ijrst .Lady 
S "READIN ~W" proves, starting • • -· .,.··""'""'."'---
this morning (10 o'clock Channel 17), kids 

do the darndest things. 
As Chris Wallace's portrait of first lady 

ancy Reagan proves this evening (10 o'clock, 
l 2), so do fll'St ladies. • 

Let's take first ladies first. . 
Wallace, who had the first TV interview with 
. Reagan after her husband's inauguration in 
, spent a total o( three hours interviewing 
president and the first lady over five mo1_1ths 

form the backbone of this documentary. 
Besides those interviews, Wallace Interviewed 

embers of the first family and former and 
t members of the Reagan Cabinet. 

Based on excerpts of the uncompleted hour, 
t emerges is an interesting and balanced 

iece that shows the first lady's sensitivity and 
bility as well as her determination to 

t her hus~nd in the best light and her vindic--
ness if things go wrong. • 

We are not talking about a Barbara Walters 
·t here. · This is a portrait of a savvy 

Fint lady Nancy Reagan talks with Chris Wallace in Santa Barbara. 

who apparently has even more influence her more secure. She says, "I'm better when 
the president than many people have people like me.'". . 

ledged. "She's the First Lady to understand who she 
The first lady has sometimes appeared in is and what her life and background_ are, and 

• as an aloof, calculating woman almost she wanted people to understand what an impor-
• of emotion. tant role she has had with Ronald Reagan's ca­

BJ far the most touching moment of the hour reer and. Ronald Reagan in the White House. I 
wben Mrs.. Reagan discusses the tnnu- think she is beginnl.ng to thfmt a little bit. about 

cl her stepfather.!& life ~n her and the pain ·ner place in history. 
ct bis death. She cries but quickly composes her- J'SBE'S AN extremely complicated person," 

DE FOOTAGE of Mrs. Reagan's acting ca­
reer .gmes lhe hour a needed pause for entertain­
mea mat helps make this documentary even 
lDlft W'll.tebable. The footage shows that Mrs. 
Raps .-as a good actress who wasn't immune 
w, sable some bad films. 

De • question is why Mrs. Reagan decided 
• the American publlc to see this portrait ,, ___ _ 

• you a guess," Wallace said in 
Los Angeles. "The ·last ·election 

t has been a liberating factor for 
is and that has made 

Wallace said. "She was more powerful and 
tougher than I believed. On the other hand, she's 
more vulnerable and warmer than I believed her 
to be. She also has all kinds of•· defense 
mechanisms." 

Wallace acknowledged that Mrs. Reagan 
likes him, and • that didn't . hurt in. getting the 
interview. He also said it didn't prevent him 
from being aggressive. • · 

"She likes me, but she· has other favorites .. 
I'm not alone. We were the first people who sug­
gested, 'Let's do a documentary,' and it's a 
pretty attractive offer and obviously an offer she 
couldn't refuse.'' 

Mrs. Reagan, however, could refuse to an­
swer one of Wallace's q~ons deftDltlvely. 
There was the question of age, a subject that 
always seems to pop up with the Reagans. 

Wallace wanted to know if the first lady had 
indeed fudged her age in Hollywood and la two 
years older than she says sbe is. Mrs. Reagan 
gives a non-denial denml. 

"She gave a wonderful, disarming answer," 
Wallace said. "I didn't know she'd have such a 
good answer." 

From the hour, you might even conclude that 
Mrs. Reagan has more good answers than the 
president . . 

NOW, BACK to the kids. · . 
"Reading Rainbow," the PBS reading series · 

co-produced by Channel 17, returned to the sched­
ule this morning for its third season. The show_ . 
is repeated again at 5:30 weekdays. • 

"Reading Rainbow," which is targeted for 
children between ages 5 and 8, features a chil­
dren's book narrated by a famous actor or ac­
tress. With host Levar Burton, the series baa 
five new episodes this season. One of the shows, 
•~ of Fire,'' includes some spectacular foot­
age of an active volcano erupting in Hawaii. 

The star of that show, however, , is Liam 
McAllister of Orchard Park, who is one of three 
Buffalo-area schoolchildren who get to review a 
book in that popular segment of the show. 

The 100 TV critics who watched the volcano 
show in Phoenix obviously enjoyed McAllister'1t 
entertaining review and his inventive Dip book 
as much as the volcano footage. 

Or. Twila Liggett, executive producer of the 
series, says a fourth season of five new episodes 
is assured and adds that she's hoping to get a ~ 
year committment so the series eventually can 
have a total of 60 shows to nm for 12 weeks of 
the summer. The series currently has 25 
episodes. 

"Reading Rainbow" is the kiJld cl age11!$8 
and educational series that sbould nm on PBS 
as long as "Sesame Street." 

Years from now, I smpect rn be doing a 
whatever- happened to Liam MdJllster story. 
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On the Air/ By ALAN PERGAMENT 

A Balanced Portrait of the FirsUady 
. - • . 

A S "READING RAINBOW" proves, starting . 
this morning (10 o'clock Channel 17), kids 

can do the darndest things. • 
As Chris Wallace's portrait of first lady 

Nancy Reagan proves this evening (10 o'clock, 
Channel 2), so do first ladies. 

Let's take first ladies first. 
Wallace, who bad the first TV interview with 

Mrs. Reagan after her husband's inauguration in 
1981, spent a total of three hours interviewing 
the'president and the first lady over five months 
to form the backbone of this documentary. 

Besides those interviews, Wallace interviewed 
members of the first family and former and 

r present members of the Reagan Cabinet. 
r Based . on excerpts of the uncompleted hour, 
1 • what emerges is an interesting and balanced 
I piece that shows the first lady's sensitivity and 

vulnerability, as well as her determinati?n to 
put her husband in the best light and her vindic­
tiveness if things go wrong . . 

We are not talking about a Barbara Walters Fint lady Nancy Reagan talks with Chris 
portrait here. This is a portrait of a savvy - - • - • 

. woman who apparently-has even more influence her monf secure. She says, "I'~ when 
on the president than many people have people like me."'. • 
acknowledged. . "She's the First Lady to understand who she 

The first lady has sometimes appeared in is and what her life and background are, and 
public as an aloof, calculating woman almost she wanted people to understand what an impor­
devoid of emotion. • I tant role she bas bad with Ronald Jleagan's ca­

By far the most touching moment of the hour reer and. Ronald Reagan in the \\Thite .House. I 
occurs when Mrs. Reagan discusses the influ- think she is ·beginning to think a little bit about 
ence of her stepfather's life on her and the pain her place in history. 
of bis death-. She cries but quickly-c~mposes her- ''SHE'S AN extremely complicated' person," 
setf, Wallace said. "She was more powerful and 

THE FOOTAGE of Mrs. Reagan'•s acting ca- tougher tban I believed. On the other band, she's 
• reer gives the hour a needed pause for entertain- more vulnerable and warmer than I believed her 
. ment that helps make this documentary even to be. She. also bas all kinds of , defense 

more watchable. The footage shows 'that Mrs. mechanisms." . . . 
Reagan was a good actress who wasn't immune Wallace . acknowledged that Mrs, Reagan 
to making some bad films. • likes him, and that didn't hurt in getting the 

The big question is why Mrs, Reagan decided interview. He also said it didn't prevent him 
to allow the .American public to see this portrait from being aggressive. 

1 of her now. . • "She likes me, but she bas other favorites. 
• "I'll only give you a guess," Wallace said in I'm not alone. We were the first people who sug­
an in~i;-view in Los Angeles. "The last election gested, 'Let's do a d~entary,' and it's • a 
is over, and that bas been a liberating factor for . pretty attractive ofter and obviously an offer. she 
her. secondly, she Is popular, and that bas made couldn't refuse " • • • • 

t----------------
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Mrs. Reagan, however, could refuse to an­
swer one of w~•s . questions definitively. 
There was the question of age, a subject that 
always seems to pop up with tile Reag~. 
, Wallace wanted to know if the first lady bad 
.indeed fudged her age in Hollywood and is two 
yea,rs older than she says she is. Mrs. Reagan 
gives a non-denial denial. • 

"She gave a wonderful, disarming answer " 
Wallace said. "I didn't know she'd have such' a 
good answer." • 
• From-the hour, you nµght even conclude that 
Mrs. Reagan has more good answers than the 
president'. • 

NOW, BACK to the kids. 
"Reading Rainbow," the PBS reading series· 

• co-produced by Channel 17, returned to the sched­
ule this morning for its third season. the show 
is repeated again at 5:30 weekdays. 
• "Reading Rainbow," which is targeted for 
$,ildren between ages 5 and 8, features a chil­
dren's book narrated -by a famo~ actor or ac­
tress. With host LeVar Burton, the series bas 

. five new episodes this season. Orie of the shows; 
"IUll. of Fire," includes some spectacular foot­
age of an active volcano erupting in Hawaii. 

The star of that show, however, is Liam 
McAllister of Orchard Park, who Is one of three 
Buffalo-area schoolchildren who get to review a 
. book _in that popular segment of the show. . 

The 100 TV critics who watched the volcano 
show in Phoenix obviously enjoyed McAllister's 
entertaining review and bis inventive fiip book 
as much as the volcano footage. 

Dr. Twila Liggett, executive · producer of the 
~. says a fourth season of five new episodes 
JS assured and adds that she's hoping to get a ~ 
year committment so the series eventually can 
have a total of 60 shows to run fot 12 weeks of 
the summer. The series currently has 25 1 
episodes, . I 

"Reading Rainbow" · is the kind of ageless 
and educational .series that should run on PBS 
-~ long as "Sesama Street." . 
. Years from now. I 8IIIPICt I'll be doing a 

whatever happeM&t.~ llcAIUater story. . . 
PRESERVATION CO " 
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·NB€ spet:ial paints 
appealirig portrait 
of Nancy _Reagan 

TELEVISION 
By Daniel Ruth 

We've never quite figured out 
what to do with fint ladies. We 
don't like them too strong-willed like 
Rosalynn Carter. Neither do we like 

The First LadJ, 
Nancy Reagan 

*** Anchor ·Chris Wallace 
Produced by Bob Rogers. airs over 

WMAQ-Channel 5 from 9 to 10 p.m. 

them too demur like Pat Nixon. political operative, whispering advice 
We like them to have cause■ like into her husband's ear and getting 

Lady Bird Johnson's crusade for result&-like Rosalynn Carter. 
shrubs. But we don't like the cause There ia the elegant, upper-class 
to be too much of cause, like Betty savant. hoeteu to world leadel'I! 
Ford's campaigning for the ERA. and determined to make the White 

And then there is Nancy Reagan, House a decent place to live-like 
known at various times as Queen Jackie Kennedy. 
Nancy, the Evita of Bel Air, a There is the woman with the 
brilliant campaign strategist, the , social consciousness, fighting for 
one enemy you don't want to have, important issues, such as drug 
and always the first lady. abuse-like Eleanor Roosevelt 

Tonight, NBC examines her life, fought for the coal miners, Lady 
her power, her popularity and her Bird Johnson for the environment 
image in an intriguing documentary and Betty Ford for the ERA. 
anchored by reporter Chris Wal- By everyone's estimation, Nancy 
lace, over WMAQ-Channel 5 at 9. Reagan has power and isn't afraid 

There are basically two reasons • to use it, Wallace reporta, noting 
I for this special. First, Nancy she played a major role in Presi­
' Reagan is a fascinating national dent Reagan's 1980 and 1984 elec­

figure, who stumbled on the public tions, helped soften the administra­
relations doormat on her way into tion'a harsh anti-Soviet rhetoric 
White House but rebounded to and has been the prime mover in 
achieve a new respect. several White House personnal 

Second, Americans have always changes, from the .firing of Secre­
regarded the presidency as the clos- tary of State Alexander Haig, to 
est thing to royalty we have. We the transfer of William Clark to the 
remain curioua about the lives of Interior Department. 

I 
the president and his family. With the start of President Rea­

In Nancy Reagan, Wallace finds gan's first term in 1981, Nancy 
a little bit of many former firs Reagan came under fire for her 

, la"ies. There is the strong-willed stylishness, the costly redecorating 
of the White House during a reces­
sion and her perceived aloofness 
and insensitivity. 

But toward the epd of the presi­
dent's first term, Nancy Reagan 
emerged to confront her critics 
head on and take the lead on sever­
al social iBSues. 

Today, her popularity rating has 
moved upward, Wallace notes of 
the woman many believe is more 
ambitioua than her huaband. 

Nancy Reagan is aeen at home, 
on the road and at the western 
White House in California as a 
doting wife, but thin-skinned to 
criticism. On camera she refll8e8 to 
divulge her age, which is either 64 
or 62. 

Ultimately, this is a flattering 
portrait of Nancy Reagan, made 
more appealing by the inclusion of 

, the rough edges too. 

PRESERVATION COPVJ 
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· 'First Lady, 
·1 t all started with a First Lady 

named Jacqueline Kennedy, a 
TV correspondent named 
Charles Collingwood and 

,moving pictures of the living quar­
ters at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

America's fascination with the 
woman who married the president 
probably goes back to Martha 
Washington, though she was never 
enjoined to answer pushy questions 
about those wooden teeth her hus­
band, George, sported. 

In the early 1960s, television 
caught up with Jackie Kennedy 
and stoked a nation's love affair 
with its youthful and attractive 
First Family. CBS-TV took us in­
-side the presidential mansion, 
showed us the presidential dining­
room table and listened as the 
First Lady talked, in that tiny 
voice, about her husband, the 
President of the United States. 

A TV genre was born, and it's 
being revived at 9 p.m. Monday on 
NBC-Ch. 5. Chris Wallace, whose 
father, Mike, grew up in television 
with the aforementioned Col­
lingwood, conducts "The f'irst 
Lady, Nancy Reagan." 

This NBC News special provides 
a measuring $tick for just how far 
'the business of First Ladying has • 
come since America wondered 
what Bess Truman thought of Har­
ry's language, and what Ike 
thought of Mamie Eisenhower's 

1 bangs. 
Before Nancy Reagan's hour is 

'complete, she has been assessed 
.as a female role model, analyzed 
as a White House policymaker, 
.critiqued as an actress and 
prodded with a touch of pop psy-

' chology. But NBC never lays a 
glove on her. 

Like her predecessor in tl)e 
White House, Rosalynn Carter, 
Mrs. Reagan has discovered that a 

Chicago Tribune, Monday, June 24, 1985 

Nancy Reagan' • renews TV·-t·radition· 
goodly number of slings and ar­
rows have worked their way into 
the job description. 

Nancy Reagan had more trouble 
during the first term of her hus­
band's presidency than her hus­
band. There were those $5,000 
gowns, and there was the $800,000 
collected from friends and ad­
mirers to spruce up the White 
House and there was $200,000 
worth of donated china hauled in a 
few days before the Reagan ad­
ministration tried to have school­
lunch catsup declared a vegetable. 

And there was the perception 
that Ronald and Nancy Reagan 
didn't have any friends who didn't 
own at least one island. 

It's clear from watching "The 
First Lady" that a conscious, orga­
nized White House effort was 
mounted to reform Nancy 
Reagan's image, to make her lika­
ble. Did Bess Truman ever have 
these problems? 

White House pollster Richard 
Wirthlin tells Wallace, "the press 
took the White House china issue 
and made symbolic that this would 
be a regal presidency. And they 
used Nancy Reagan very much as 
that symbol." 

Wirthlin and presidential aide 
Michael Deaver understood that 
the First Lady was becoming a 
political liability. And Wirthlin ad­
mits that near the end of 1981, he 
and Deaver sat down for a plateful 
of crisis management. 

And, as Wallace tells it, the 
"new" Nancy Reagan was re­
vealed just a few days later, at a 
political dinner in New York, when 
she offered a one-liner at her own 
expense. 

"There's a postcard of me as a 
queen," said Mrs. Reagan. "I'd 
never wear a crown. It messes up 
your hair." -

From that moment on; at least 
in the context of NBC's morality 
:Play, the bo.ok on Nancy Reagan 
changed. We all like her much 
better, don't we? Don't we? . 

Correspondent Wallace bran­
dishes network polls that seem to 
indicate that America likes Nancy 
Reagan better than three-day 
weekends or soft ice cream. "In 
our new poll," Wallace breath­
lessly reports, "she rose to second 
place [in popularity among recent 
First Ladies-], trailing only Jac­
queline Kennedy." 

Somehow, that seems altogether 
fitting. After .25 years in the public 
eye, the reality of Jacqueline Ken­
nedy Onassis remains as mQch a 
mystery as it was on the morning 
John F. Kennedy was inaugurated. 

Says Ron Reagan of his mother, 
"She's a very private person. She 
guards her privacy very jealously, 
and doesn't like intrusions into that 
privacy, an<l when they happen, 
her thin skin makes her react." 

So is Nancy Reagan a nice 
woman; a friend to man, a credit . 
to the Reagan presidency? "The 
First Lady" won't tell you, though 
it will offer you some orchestrated 
insight .into her relationships with • 
her husband, her children and her 
stepchildren. ~ 

Chris Wallace will show you, will 
prove to you, that the First Lady 
has the ear of the president. What 
he can't tell you 'is what Nancy 
Reagan has to say when her hus­
band is listening. 

PRESERVATION COPY. 



Front £:dit • Other 
Pcge Page Page 

Ch ICl,G O, IJ:,i~ . 

!Ri l;HJNE· JUN 2 4 t98b 
M - 75 1,024 
S - 1 ,11 6 ,403 

'.- - - --~---'--

'First ~ady, Nancy Reaga, 
· , 

It all started with a First Lady 
named Jacqueline Kennedy, a 
TV correspondent named 
Charles Collingwood and 

,moving pictures of the living quar­
ters at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 

America's fascination with the 
woman who married the president 
probably goes back to Martha 
Washington, though she was never 
enjoined to answer pushy questions 
about those wooden teeth her hus­
band, George, sported. 

In the early 1960s, television 
caught up with Jackie Kennedy 
and stoked a nation's love affair 
with its youthful and attractive 
First Family. CBS-TV took us in­
-side the presidential mansion, 
showed us the presidential dining­
room table and listened as the 
First Lady talked, in that tiny 
voice, about her husband, the 
President of the United States. 

A TV genre was born, and it's 
being revived at 9 p.m. Monday on 
NBC-Ch. 5. Chris Wallace, whose 
father , Mike, grew up in television 
with the aforementioned Col­
lingwood, conducts "The First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan." 

This NBC News special provides 
a measuring stick for just how far 
·the business of First Ladying has 
come since America wondered 
what Bess Truman thought of Har-

' ry's language, and what Ike 
thought of Mamie Eisenhower's 
bangs. 

Before Nancy Reagan's hour is 
'complete, she has been assessed 
as a female role model, analyzed 
as a White House policymaker, 
.critiqued as an actress and 
prodded with a touch of pop psy-

. chology. But NBC never lays a 
glove on her. 

Like her predecessor in the 
White House, Rosalynn Carter, 
Mrs. Reagan has discovered that a 

goodly number of slings and ar-
rows have worked their way into i:J 
the job description. p 

Nancy Reagan had more trouble c 
during the first term of her bus- b 
band's presidency than her hus-
band. There were those $5,000 d 
gowns, and there was the $800,000 i.J 
collected from friends and ad- I 
mirers to spruce up the White v 
House and there was $200,000 c 
worth of donated china hauled in a l 
few days before the Reagan ad- I 
ministration tried to have school- J 
lunch catsup declared a vegetable. c 

And there was the perception 
that Ronald and Nancy Reagan 
~dn't have any friends who didn't 
own at least one island. 

It's clear from watching "The 
First Lady" that a conscious, orga­
nized White House effort was 
mounted to reform Nancy - -­
Reagan's image, to make her lika-
ble. Did Bess Truman ever have 
these problems? 

White House pollster Richard 
Wirthlin tells Wallace, "the press 
took the White House china issue 
and made symbolic that this would 
be a regal presidency. And they 
used Nancy Reagan very much as 
that symbol." 

Wirthlin and presidential aide 
Michael Deaver understood that 
the First Lady was becoming a 
political liability. And Wirthlin ad­
mits that near the end of 1981, he 
and Deaver sat down for a plateful 
of crisis management. 

And, as Wallace tells it, the 
"new" Nancy Reagan was re­
vealed just a few days later, at a 
political dinner in New York, when 
she offered a one-liner at her own 
expense. 

"There's a postcard of me as a 
queen," said Mrs. Reagan. "I'd 
never wear a crown. It messes up 
your hair." ~ 

• 
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-long documentary 
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thought it waa a • 
a back when .it was 

"The Fll'at Lady, 
n," a news special 

,10-, (ohannels 5 and 

TV review 
band',_admtolstratlon." • '­

But the result 11 what c.&' 
only be calle4 an affii;Ctkffia\e 
portrait. Wallace nevetr lays·a 
glove on Nancy, nevcfr ,......,, 
seems to penetl'ate t.be' oetcW. 
exterior to find the teal person 
underneath: Maybe tbat·was-.n 

I' 

menta 
; · .. , 
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-T,iere are referettc 
being ·ea.lled --· 
1n thoee daya,°'-9 

• Walla.Ce polllte 
conscloUs thl8 1n·a, 
1an, to the potn 
couldn't ev.en disc 
friend what ouU1t 

earlng tor a dl 
argaret Thai 
:ene, cameras 
:t that. B:be just . 
Blau out . whep, 
camera and lhu· 

. tton:) . ,-
t the tlmtng liam't been impossible t.aak; ~liaps '.9':h&t 

.. Comtng·on the heels of he got was u , J~g'tl' aa -.n,cme 
Jban: a week's worth or could get ln P~1 tJ;ll\.JII~ . v ~ "~ . . . 
leW8 stories breaking al- tensely public woman1 , · . • . ,.. . • ."'·l heae were the 

dl,llj, thls allow threatens In that case,:maybe NBP. ; ,·· ,~Reap.nhadtl;tJ'feNIY 
lie down a cat.egory, from shouldnl h9ive done:a.n ~epr ".· .; -..,_. told, and thi 

4.lift""41'frlwloua." dopumentary at aU. ·you ~an. .•, .. ~a ·· . persevend 
~ Ftnt Lady" ~ht _not certainly make_a cue tb.at_,Uii, ; "--~ . , he got lllOl 
• so \lttierly uncompelllng If • Iii a legitimate news ~sl\bJect, , .• . . .. )Jel'lelf in 
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_to_ Nancy Reasa,n. NBC son closest to the president of ChlisWali.c,if~theReagana·on 'ThiPll'St\ady.., an$Reap~-• _ ._ . ·:_· . ,. ;'._::,/\_~:~_. :,i.,..,_-:-_.t~ .. -'. ". ,,. h;~e den-,, 

. d:o•· t~ It's not, or at the United States. B"" It looks . . . ·: • • , ....... :·"' • : ,. . • .,,1;,:: , ;; /·?: ;_;}',< • ·• to, '811,nce by 
~ ··tt wasn't tntended to far_ m_ ore Uke a segment ot a sup~ ln'btinate:=p (how. Jeu preiletenntned: lftncJ RA- . .jitlt dldJl.~:,1,11.ow:,Jt .iffltl'JOll& • ·RF.. e _""n:. ••_ ed. 1111 
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. tftlew that It.a purpose was to for ~pie-~. a true docu- era 11 on them?) at the Reap.da'., C&'1,jJ'Or1 an <&~ur .ahe comes ti!tetld-~1artty bacll: when •'1, • ~ ,DO,.. Ja & 
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RADIO&TV 

Portrait of Nancy too sketchy 
By David Jones 
Di,potr;I, Radio. TV Critir; 

NBC knew what it was doing when ,it 
decided to whip up a "Who is Nancy Rea­
gan?" piece. The lure is definitely there. 

Unarguably, there are plenty of precon­
ceptions about the first lady that just about 
everyone wants to prove or disprove in 
their minds: 

Does she really suffer from a foolish 
preoccupation with exorbitantly priced 
clothing and is she insensitive to the poor? 
Can she honestly be termed an "ice queen," 
unable or unwilling to open herself up to 
the press and, therefore, the public? How 
heavily do her opinions weigh with her 

. husband, the most powerful man in the free 
~orld? Is the Father Knows Best family 
image she supposedly seeks simply a public 
relations facade? 

There are other natural attractions for 
this program, not the least of which is Mrs. 
Reagan's surprisingly sudden rush of popu­
larity after a slow start. In some national 
polls, she now holds a general approval 
rating exceeding that of President Reagan 
himself. 

. PERHAPS MOST important, summer 
1s here and NBC is running out of prime­
time cork to stuff in its late Monday slots 
. that used to be filled by movies. 

So, for one full hour tonight, NBC pre­
sents a Special Report: Portrait of a First 
Lady, reported by NBC newsman Chris 
Wallace. Unfortunately, the product does 
not meet the demand. 

A general warning: Do not expect any 
great revelations about the "inner" Nancy 
Reagan to come from this program. The 
most striking thing one learns is that, yes, 
she does seem to be quite a private person. 
Mrs. Reagan is ever ready to erect an 
invisible screen when the questions become 
too personal or pointed, and the Washing­
ton-based Wall ace may have tried to skirt 
this wall so long that he is resigned to its 
impregnability. Barbara Walters he is not. 

First Lady begins with an analysis of 
Mrs. Reagan's "power" over her husband. 
This segment comes away with largely 
unsubstantiated claims that she, indeed, 
enjoys great influence over presidential 
matters. Actually, the most concrete con­
clusion one can make is that Nancy Reagan 
acts as a warning alarm for the president, 
pointing out aides who she believes are not 
team players. 

WE ARE told that she is a "tough 
enemy," but never hear from someone such 
as Alexander. Haig or William Clark, both 
of whom, it is stated, Mrs. Reagan helped 
bounce from the cabinet. 

As for the insensitivity issue, Mrs. Rea­
gan is never really forced to confront it. As 
obnoxious as ABC's Walters can be, she 
would not have hesitated to ask, "Was it 
smart to buy $5,000 dresses when the presi­
dent was enacting his early budget cuts? 
And anyway, isn't it excessive?" 

. However irritating such direct ques­
~1ons may be, they can breed direct, intrigu­
ing answers that expose the fiber of a 
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By Nancy McAlister 
Tllevlsion Edtor 

LOS ANGELES - When Nancy 
.Reagan was a newcomer to Wash­
ington, she was dubbed "Queen Nan­
cy" for her lavl1b clothes and 
-.ooo redecoration or the White 
House. 

Nancy Reagan agrees to do 
prea preview in Los Angeles. 

Today, the polls show that llrs. 

Tbe country was sliding Into a re­
ceaion and social programs were 
being cut. Tbe timing WIS bid for 
any such emavapDCM, NBC corre-

Reagan ii more popular, wbich bas 
made her a more secure and c:onfi. 
dent ftnt lady, Wallace said. · 

It's becawse of that new confi• 
dence that Wallace believes Mrs. 
Reagan aDowed bim and NBC News 
cameras to invade her personal life. 
The result ii tompt's one-bour spe­
cial nw First Ladf, 11ac, .._ 
(10 p.m., WJKS TV-17). 

Wallace said bis camera crew was 
tbe first one permllted in the presi­
dential retreat at camp David. Wal­
lace conducted three bo1111 of Inter• 
views witb Mrs. Reagan either by 
herself or with the president. At 
Carnp David, tile couple are seen 
watching a movie, eating popcorn 
and holding handl. spondent Cbris Wallace said. , 

"It made ber look frivolous at tbe 
least, and llllemitive at the worst," 
be told TV crlticl at Ille ncent NBC 

The hour al80 lncludes interviews 
wttb tbe children, members of the 
Wllile Houae inner circle Md a few ---- • 

TV special 
"I think rm aware or people who 

try to uae him, and take advantage 
of him," sbe said. Wallace told re­
porters that becauae Reagan Is so 
"remarkably passive" about staff 
JrC)blems. hil wife bu been happy to 
fill the vacuum. 

r.ipr comments in the special, "I 
IOffletimea think that if tbere wasn't 
a Nancy Reagan, there wouldn't be a 
President Reagan." 

Wallace told TV writers that Mrs. 
Reagan Wiilles otbers to know the 
role she played in her bulband's Cl· 
reer and currenUy plays in the White 
Howie. 

Wallace said that the first lady's 
driving ambition bu been 1arge1y re­
sponsible for ber husband's political 
life. 

Once the fint lady qreed to the 
documentary, NBC News spent 
about a month negotiating with her 
staff. That led to no restrictionl on 
reporting and What Wallace terms 

Former preaidential aJde Lyn Nof- (See NANCY, Page C-3) 

- ---=-=N=--an_c_y-=-leagan has 
a few so-prises • 

(frorrf>age C-1) I 

"extraordinary ,ccess." ! 
Besides expiring Mrs. Reagan's · • 

White House nfluence, the bour 1 

paints a pictureJf a woman wttb con- 1 
siderable insectities. When Wallace ' 
presses her abat the disparity in ac­
counts of her 1ge, lbe evades the 
question with, " haven't made up my 
mind yet." 

Mrs. Reaganhas $C8l'S left from 
her early year. She wu raised by 
relatives afterher father . left tbe 
ramily and her nother pursued a ca­
reer. She has <lficulty talking about 
her natural fa~r and describes oae 
incident when ie locked her in tbe 
closet after an µ-gumenl 

Even toda31 1 can't stand a locud 
door," she sa35, 

Those e~ces have given her 
a desire for , close family, llut in a 
family structL"e that is idealiled. Soll 
Ron Jr. descr.>es her as a sensitive, 
private perso1but add.,, "She can be 
a handful . •. I don't think rd want 
her to be my pss." 

One rare g)npse of Mrs. Reapa 
comes in a ~n or her reatae 
Cilrns shown a part of tomghl's ape­
cial. 

"She was sty good actress," 
Wallace said. ellcats of 1M NGVfl a 
film in _which Reagana ~. 
was ormtled bcause everyone's tired 
or it, he said. 

After spe~ parts of five months 
on this portra( Wallace said be bu 
come away "111 impresliolls of an 
extremely coq,Ucated penon with a 
few surprises. 

"She was mere powerful and tough­
er than I thapl but OIi tbe other 
land more ~ and wanner 
than I tbougbt.Bhe llllal of de-
fense ~ - ap. wuu 
to be l'ftllRide9ld ..... Int lady 
ever - right u.n w111 13eanor 
Roosevelt." 

who were pushed to tbe outside. 
A key point Is Mrs. Reagan's clout 

in White Houae personnel matters. 
After th.e first term, for example, 
some said that sbe wanted to purge 
the entire cabinet. 

"There's no doubt in my mind she 
bad a role in (Alexander] Haig leav­
ing," Wallace said. Wbile tbe presi· 
dent. is describecl as a soft touch in 
hiring and firing. she's depicted as a 
tough inflRhler and protector. 
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An IHepth look Into the private and .P¥bllc llve1 of Arne.rlca'• F,lrat' Lady, Nancy Reagan, wlll be 
'. · IN'oadca1t tonight at 10 on NBC-TV. Here, tl)e-f'lr1t ·udy enjoys.a laugh with corre15">ndent Chrll 

Wallace and •~ prelldenL ~ , '• • • 

Special examities ~ole. ~f First Lady 
! •)i -

Flnt Lady t~ "iM"'• pri- Cb'annel 11, WPIX. . . _through Friday at 10:30 a.m. • and 
vate and puVro es be the Today, ,Jay llamllton reports OD 1 5:30 p.m., celebrates the . stories, 
focuil of an NBC Nen ~ to be. the growing group o( aenior cl~ songs, rhymes, jokes and games of 
telecast today at 10 p.m. on NBC-TV. who are taking a strong stand -on is- • many cultures. 

NBC News White House corre- sues of ?.ledic~ l4edicaid, hopsinf_. The programs are in relation to 
spondent Cbris Wallace is the report- and Social Security. • the channel's Rainbow Ezpresa Club, 
er for the program, which analyzes_ _ _On_ Long !Jlla_!ld _a dedicatecl _pp _ . _the_ club designed ~ provide children 
her iilfluence and how she uses il of aeniors is donating time to spend aged 6 to 10 with quality book selec:- . 

The telecast is baled OD a series of · with foster and orphan children. tions, related television program-
. intervie~ with Mn. Reagan · con- Darren Weisenbacb bas the inory of ming and desip activities through-

ducted by Wallace over a period of the Foster Grandparents Program. out the year .. · 
months in the White House living Also planned for today is the "best 
quarters, the Reagans' mountaintop talk" on how to ch~ a top nursing 
California ranch and the presidential facility for the elderly and the Jacts 
retreat at Camp David. • OD alternative living situations. 

The First Lady admits she teeps a Coming up during the weet are 
close~ on the people who.work for talks OD Alzheimer's pisease, forced 
her husband. retirement, a New ·Jersey bill that 

Wallace also talb with White sets strict standards for nursing 
. House ~~ such aa Michael home facilities in the state, taking 
• Deavers, former White House deputy care of eld~rly relatives u a family 
chief of staff, and Ed Rollins u well affair and the emotional strain fami­
aa Reapn confidants Lyn Nofziger lies have when faced with decisions 
and Stu Spencer. Spencer says "she about caring for an elderly mother 

~ has power. You can get power in • or father. 
many ways, but two of them are ac- On Friday, an articulate group of 
cess and leverage and she has ac-. seniors will discuss what it feels like 
cess." . • to grow old and a visit will be made 

Mrs. Reagan talks about her early to a model home OD Long Island that 
childhood loneliness, her sometimes features aids - for the elderly and 
difficult relations with her own chil- handicapped. • 
dren iµid her marriage. 

. w allace also interviews Ronald 
Reagan Jr. and Mrs. Reagan's step­
children, Michael and Maureen, as 
well as long-time family friends 
such.as William F. Buckley. • 

• A special week of broadcasts on 
the elderly starts today OD " ... I 
T•lk In . , ... ,, at 11:S0 a.m. OIi 

• "R .. c11119 Rainbow" and "■v­
.,...., Her•" wijl begin broad­
casting today OD channel 1S and con-
tinue through Aug. 30. • 

"Reading Rainbow," which will be 
seen Monday through Friday at 10 
a.m. and 5 p.m., is ·a 25-part series 
bolted by LeVat ~- "Every­
lNNIJ lleN," ntcb ~ Monday 

' 

• I , ■ . 
"A new production of Tennessee 

Williams' "Cal on • Nol Tin Roof" 
will be shown today at 9 p.m. on 
American Playhouse OD Channel H. 

The presentation stars Jessica 
Lange, Tommy Lee Jones, Rip Tom 
and Kim S~ey . 

The program is produced • by 
KCET /Los Angeles and was directed 
by Jack Hofsiss. 

. The play was produced first OD 
stage 30 years ago, winning the Pul­
itzer Prize and Drama Critics 
Award, and later was made into. a 
film. l 

• . Grand Sumo Wrestling, the nation-
al sport of Japan, will debut in a one­
·hour special on the Madison Square 
Garden Network today at 8 p.m: 

The program will show the Grand • 
Suao Tourna ... nt from Madison 
Square Garden, a tahree-day evenl 
The touriiament highlights top-rank-
ing Rikisbi · (wrestlerst ranging in 
weight from 230 to 500 pounds. They ' 
are shown in open-handed hattlts of 
strength and spiril 
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A fiattering port!"ait of the 

First Lady 

There is a VerJ_§fll· 
patheµc portra1i ~ 
cy Reagan tonight at 10 
Ott" NBC. The First 
Mommy, as she may be 
remembered in history, 
is examined in both her 
private and public roles 
in "The First Lady, Nan­
cy Reagan," reported by 
Chris Wallace, · the 
White House correspon-

Eueative Producer dent for NBC News. 
The one-hour do­

cumentary tells us the story of the remarkable 
changes in the image of the First. Lady. She be­
gan as a woman of elegance and eloquence, 
Queen Nancy I, as she was called in 1981 when 
she arrived in Washington with the royal family 
of California, Betsy Bloomingdale and the Annen­
bergs, and the other royals. She was a woman. 
whose $5,000 designer houaedreas shmattee capti­
vated the press, who was converting the White 
House into a Versailles East, while the president 
was reducing spending for federal school lunches. 
"Let them eat ketchup," could have been the slo­
gan during the period when the White Hoµee was 
advancing ketchup as a vegetable for school kids. 

But something happened to Nancy Reagan's im­
age during the second administration. She is now 

Arla & EntertalmMnt lltarla on Page 15 

known as a aocial activiat. She has come out 
strongly against ~ for school kids. She travels 
widely, what the pohticiana call the Eleanor RQQ_­
sevelt bit. 

Her jobs originally were limited to showing the 
president where the flag was as they saluted, and 
mumbling under her breath words that the prompt­
ed president quickly repeated. She became known as 
the First Ventriloquist. 

Once seen as the adoring wife in the back­
ground, she is now proving the theory that in 
front of every great woman there is a man being 
pushed. It's fascinating to see how they defer to 
her in the White House now. No more of the 95-
pound weakling stuff. Even while talking about" 
her favorably - and that's the only kind of inter 
view there is tonight - everybody chooaes wo 
carefully. Even Chris Wallace is picking his wa 
carefully, like he is walking on bird-of-paradise 
eggs during the Easter roll at Versailles. 

Nancy Reagan, the documentary says, is 
emerging as a top adviser, a key player in the ad­
ministration. Not only does she keep the presi­
dent awake and on his toes. But she baa clout. 
Especially in the area of pel'80nnel. Nobody end­
runs around him with Nancy on guard. The presi­
dent is too trusting, ~ soft about people. She 
gets credit for putting the kibosh on the likes of 
Haig and Clark. 

"You can be relentl~!" Wallace asks. "True?'' 
They say that the acorn never _falls far from the 

tree. But with Chris Wallace they may be wrong. 
She so easily disarms the unrelentleas young Wal­
lace, it is to wonder at. 

The moet fucinating_,part for the few Ameri­
can TV viewers who will wut,e their. valuable es­
capist time wat.chinc tbifl ............ ry is seeing 
the interviews with l8Wll'a) or her kids. The Rea-

pn family, in the beginning, seemed like a "Father 
Knows Beet" acript gone berserk. They had a son 
who was a flake, a ballet dancer yet. There was 
Patti, the vegetarian, who lived with a rock (Eagles) 
guitarist and thought she was Jane Fonda. The ac­
tress who started off the Reagan years with a bit 
part in "Valley of the Dolls Ir' is conspicuous in her 
absence tonight. Michael, the latest one to give a 
stepmother agita, Ron, Maureen, all showed up to 
say a few good words. _ 

There are also some fascinating clips of Nancy 
from her early MGM movies and a scene or two from 
a TV series in which she appeared with Ronald Rea­
gan. There is an arguil!ent with Wallace about her 
age, which she wins. 

She is more candid about her childhood as a 
motherless waif during the years her mother worked 
as an actress. She reveala many heartfelt emotions 
from her difficult childhood, the effect of the illness 
of her mother and passing of her doctor stepfather. 
It's very touching, perhapa the fruit of Wallace's 
gentle questioning. • 

The former co-anchor of the "Today" show - he 
served briefly in the troika ,with Jane Pauley and 
Bryant Gumbel - Wallace is the son of Mike Wal­
lace, a stepson of Bill Leonard (former president of 
CBS News), credentials of heredity in the news busi­
ness, whose members are like rulers of a country. He 
was destined for superstardom when one day in 1982 
he suddenly foun.d himself the White House corre­
spondent. 

Wallace was cordially despised at the "Today" 
show. He was arrogant, people say, worse than bis 
father. But none of this unfriendlineaa came llCl'Oll8 

in his interviews with Nancy Reagan. Margarine 
wouldn't melt in his mouth. 

He doesn't ask too many vexing or cross quee-­
tions tonight. He wouldn't be getting invited to 
the Reagan ranch if he were snippy like the Vil­
lage Voice's Jack Newfield or columnist Alu­
ander Cockburn or probing like Newsday's Jim 
Klurfeld or Mike Waldman. 

With an . unkind hostile interviewer, Nancy 
wouldn't be confiding so many secrets as she doel to 
Wallace, such as she gets pickups and lawn mowen 
for her birthday from the president. Not to mention 
"a manure spreader." 
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or the two imaa- illultnlild in the doc:umen­
tary, which is the true Nancy? Did they manipulate 
things ao that she put the original elepnt wealthy 
Nancy away in the c:loeet, like a slightly uaed $5,000 
Bill Bta. ~? Could this new sensitive social ac­
tivist Nancy doing good works among the dnag-rid­
den a1ao go into the cloeet? Are there only two outfits 
in her wardrobe? 

I wouldn't want the new Chria Wallace to be 
reviewing the Emperor's Clothee nut epring for 
me. He seems to be very congenial with his 
aources. I find the abruiveneu of Sam Donalclaon 
lees auapicioua. 

On another level, '"The First Lady, Nancy Rea­
gan" can be aeen as a strange and . wonderful 
atory. It's like a movie acript, a grade B movie, 
with a happy ending, the story of a poor girl and 
a big happy-go-lucky lug, who became Mr. and 
Mrs. President of the United Stat.ea. I was think­
ing of this in a IIC8De where the Reapns are 
shown relaxing, watching old moviea, eating pop­
corn, like two teenager& on a date. And it's prob­
ably as real u anything is real in this abawbiz 
era of Auierican hilt.ar)', wbicb w -\ aa,ept as 
being here until Dawf Sueekiad -. oar Mat • 
dent. /D 
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·~ Nancy_Reagan reflects on her rol~ 
.. 
( By Joan E. Vadeboncoeur 
"" -Entertainment Editor ,_., ' 

"She's an extremely complicated woman. She's 
a worrier. She meddles because he doesn't like 

,- dealing with certain problems, so she's happy to 
!' fill the vacuum." Chris Wallace on the wife of 
• -President Ronald Reagan. . 

--: The NBC News correspondent was reflecting 
• .• on the experience that resulted in tonigh~'s P?r­
• trait, "TheFirstLady,NancyReagan,"wh1chairs 
., at 10 on WSTM. . 
;: The brainchild of his boss, Larry Grossman, the 

project took a month of negotiations before the 
White House, Mrs. Reagan and her staff agreed to 

• permit Wallace and crew to undertake the pro­
gram. Wallace contends that "no limitations" 
were placed on him. "Once it was decided, they 
gave us extraordinary a~cesa," he said. "We :were 
in the White House family quarters several tunes, 

' and I'm sure it was the first time cameras were 
allowed at Camp David, the presidential r~treat." 

:::;f 

:<:~ . In addition, despite trying to keep his pres­
. ence quiet, other members of the press corps 
caught Wallace and the couple via telephoto lens 

/ at the Reagans' Santa Barbara ranch at Easter. 
NBC correspondent Chris Wallace 'takes 
a look at the life of Nancy Reagan. 

Wallace said the green light was given out of a 
newly acquired sense of security and a desire to 
set the first 1.Jdy's place in history. •;The ~ast el~c­
tion is over for the Reagans. Thats a liberating 
factor. She doesn't have to watch herself. She is 
popular. She does very_ well in polls. The atm?­
sphere is much more kindly toward her than m. 

Eleanor Roosevelt and Rosalynn Carter . . Yet it 
was her predecessor who made Mrs. Reagan wary 
when she moved to Washington, Wallace said. 
"She was worried about being perceived as a 
puppeteer." - • -

1981. She's more confident," he said. _ 
- "I believe Mrs. Reagan has an interest in having 
people urtderstand her - who she is and her im-

Asked why he thought Mrs. Reagan received 
volumes of criticism over her designer wardrobe 
and her purchase of new china for the White 
House when Jacqueline Kennedy was accorded 
praise, Wallace said, "Jackie got criticism for her 
clothes, too, early on. I think the thing is the tim­
ing. She was spending an awful lot of mqney at a 
time when her husband was cutting programs for 
the poor and we wE!re starting to slide into a re­
cession." 

• 1 portance, to understand her role in his White 
House career. She is' clearly thinking about her 

_ . place in history." . 
. - History, Wallace said, will rank Mrs. Reagan 
.:. • "right up there in area of influence" along with 

1\. __ ,_ . - _, 

• in TV special 
Regardless of the concern about being labeled a 

puppeteer, the special will reveal Mrs. Reagan as a 
prime mover in her husband's career. Wallace 
said it was tough to get Mrs. Reagan to admit "she 
is a key player in her husband's administration. 
"She's more powerful and tougher than I be-
lieved," he said. • 

He succeeded on that score and was able to 
reinforce it with comments from such insiders as 
Michael Deaver, former deputy chief of staff at , 
the White House, and long-time Reagan confi­
dants Stu Spencer and Lyn Nofziger. On the tele­
cast, Nofziger said, "I sometimes think that if it 
weren't for Nancy Reagan, there wouldn't be 
a President Reagan or even a Governor (of Califor-

t nia) Reagan." 

"Mrs. Reagan calls a lot of people in the White 
House - not just Mike Deaver," Wallace said. It is 
not simply to wield power; it is also to keep 
abreast of events. So is, Wallace explained, "read~ 
ing a lot," adding that the president and his wife • 

_ "watch all three news shows every night." 

-· Wallace fared less well on the topic of age. Her • 
official biography lops two ye~s off what .birth 
recorc\9 show. Pressed a couple of times, Nancy • 
Reagan smiled and hedged, saying, "I.haven't de­
cided yel" After another attempt, Wallace aban­
doned his questions. "It was a wonderfully disarm­
ing answer," he said 

The special also shows a tearful Mrs. Reagan as 
she talks about her father, Dr. Loyal Davis, who 
died aftei: Reagan became president, anq. a gentle 
woman smiling sweetly and bravely as she tends 
to her wheelchair-bound mother, Edith Davis, 
at her mother's Arizona home. Those moments, 
plus her conduct during iQ~ews, led Wallace to 
conclude that Mn. .ft.ea8an is "more vulnerable 
and warmer~ I expected." . PRESERVATION COPY~ 
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NBC 
By Lori Mlrrer 
&un-T..._TV _ 

Tonight's NBC News special, 
-TIie Flnt Lady, Naacy ReagaaR 
(tO.J l p.m., Channels 5 and 7) Is a 
,ent1e yet fairly tboroup look at 
the person Closest to the President 
of the United states. 

Chris Wallace, son of "60 Min• 
utea" muckraker/dramatist Mike 
Wallace, shows none of bis dad's 
taste for blood In lntervlewtna Mn. 
Jleepn. Nor doel be aim for a 
aloay "puff piece." He's nicely bal­
anced In between. . 

Tbe program features Interviews 
with past and present Reagan aides 
(more the former than the ·latter, It 
seems) about • Mrs. Reagan. Tbe 
Reapns' cblldren Ron Jr., Mlcbael 
and Maureen also present surpris­
in&IY frank comments on their 
motlier /stepmotber. 

There's allO muc:ll tootqe of the 
Reqans Just bebl& -toaether -
sbarln& popcorn and a movie at 
Camp DaYld; llavln& an outdoon 
hmcb at their California ranch. 

And, ot mll'R, tbere Is the Inter· 
view with Mrs. Reepn benelf. Sbe 
comes off u a tbougtll:ful woman, 
devoted to lier husband yet very 
much her own pe-. 

Gee, maybe tbe Reqans could 
swttell places and let Nancy be 
president for a Wblle. 

Other Monday fare 
Diet Loudon (Bob Newbart) 

doesn't know what he'I .. rted 

when be gets Into a feud wltb Larry 
(William Saade.-) and bis broth· 
ers Darryl (Tony Papellful& and • 
Jobn Voldstad) on "Newba,tR (9:30 
p.m., Channel 4). The fireworks bo­
&ln lhankS to the brothers' maraud• 
Ina 11081 . .. 

Sentimental as It hi. Mlcbael Lan- • 
don"a "Blllbway to Heaven'" Is a 
breath of tresb air compared to Its 
predecellllOr, "Little Rouse on the 
Prairie."' Tllat series baaed down 
Into a multl•bankercblet affair, a 
tread that continued on the poat. 
series "Little Rouse" specials. In 
toDlgbt's presentatloll, "LAlok Back 
to Yesterday" (8-10 p.m.. Channels 
5 and 7), Tbe lnplls family la re­
united Just In time for the Impend­
Ina death ot YOWl8 Albert (Matthew 
Laborteaux)' Meli&!a Gilbert, Deall 
Buller and Victor Frencli are all 
beet for ttie IOl>..toa .. . 

"Tlle.J-, Bu" (9-10 p.m.. Chan­
nel 17) features' a dllcullloD about 
whether a pu1y host sbould be 
blamed If a drunken auest doesn't 
mate It bome 18fely. Attorneys Un­
da J. Amidon and Cbarles R. Llpcon 
take sides on lbe llllle . . . • 

Tommy Lee Jon• 1111d Jellica 
an&e try their band at Tenneaee 
Wllllaml' "Cat oa a Hot Tia Roof'" 
on tonight's "American Play­
--• <•11:30 p.m., Qiannel 2) . If 
this production toou familiar, It's 
because II bu alrelldy aired on 
Sllowtlme pay-cable . . . 

warren Beatty made bis ftlm de­
but la 1961 's "Splellder la the 
GraN" (9:06-11:40 p.m., Vt'TE/At• 

NBC newsman Chris Wallace 

lan1a 17). He and Natalie Wood play 
teenaaers In l920I Kansas wbo set 
Just a bit too friendly Wltb each 
other. Writer WWlam lap won !Ill 
OIICar for bis wort. 

Monday pay-cable 
Tbe antics get very llrllnge In• 

deed In "TIie Tnuble WU. Barry" 
(10 p.m., Movie Cbanilel). Alfred 
Hltcbcock's quirky, comic tale of a 
corpse and a group of people Wllo 
don't know what to do with ll Jobn 
Forsythe does · fine tblap with a 
plum rote; be - q~lta a bunk In 

First lady Nancy Reagan 

1955, too · .· 
"llamNee Hd Rtnte• (8 p.m .. 

HBO) luted I whole day or two on 
the dnema circuit, but then a tllm 
without nytna aucers or naked 
&Iris doesn't do too well nowadays. 
Lillian Gish stars as a woman 11epe­
rated from her precious pooch; the 
poocb embarks on a cro51H:Ountry 
Journey to find her . . . 

"TIie Bta •nu" (9:30 p.m., etn­
emax> Is -a tun look at lbe early 
efforts of sucb mepslar.l u Dustin 
Hottman, Sally ~ , and Jamie 
Lee Curtis. 

r: 
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NBC White House correspondent Chris Watlace talks to President and Mrs. Reagan for a special NBC 
News program profiling the first lady. It airs at 9 tonight on Ch. 2 . 
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There's a secret side to Nancy R.eagan 
By Rheta Grimsley Johmon 

• Scripps-Howard News Service 

Nancy Reagan's perfect record is 
blo~ and I'Jn Just sick about it. 

She almost made it all the way 
through two terms without revealing a 
personality. And now this. 

Until now, the Nancy we all knew and 
loved never said anything more daring 
than, "Drugs are evil," a declaration 
about as unassailable as they come. 

She waved a lot. She bought a lot. She 
kept to herself a lot. It was impossible to 
disagree with her, because she voiced no 
opinion. On anything. 

Oh, you might fuss a little when she 
spent $200,000. for china. Or you might 
assume she was putting on the dog with 
all those hairdressers, French recipes 
and designer rags. 

But those were acceptable, predict­
able, female excesses, and, my, wasn't it 
nice to have some class back in the 
White House, anyway, after those tacky 
ol' Carters from Georgia? 

Now this scandal. 
A new book, "The Quest For The 

Presidency 1,984," says Nancy fussed and 
fumed and harried the political experts 
during the last campaign. 

The porcelain doll actually spoke her 
mind. The ice princess who would make 
Kaw-liga the Wooden Indian look ani­
mated told the menfolks what to do. 

With this news out, Nancy could be 
headed for disgrace, just like Rosalynn 
Carter and other first ladies who dared 
venture a thought about something other 
than the color of curtains for the Red 

This regal woman, who must keep a 
crick in her neck from looking up ado­
ringly and constantly at Ronnie, suppos­
edly said . she didn't like the way things 
were going in. the last campaign. 

She wasn't just prompting the presi­
dent with his lines at the time, ~ither. 
She was speaking for herself. 

And what did Ronnie - El Mano, 
Mano - do while Nancy threw her little 
fits? ~ ~ =----~~ 

Well, according to the book, "... he 
would hunker down behind a newspaper 
or stare fixedly at the television when 
she was on the warpath." 

Say it ain't so. 
Ronnie sitting there hunkering, watch­

ing Love Boat reruns while Nancy ran 
things. • 

Just when we get comfortable with a 
president who can heft an ax and humble 
bis woman, some busybodies have to 
dredge up this dirt. 

While we all assumed Nancy was busy 
warming the president's bedroom slip­
pers or feuding with his children by an­
other marriage, she actually was 
nagging aides to set up phone banks and 
conduct political polls. 

Her "meddling" cost the campaign an 
additional $1 million, the book· said. And 
while that's cheaper than most of her 
little hobbies, it still doesn't look good to 
have Novocain Nancy coming on so 
strong. 

How will we cope with Nancy, now 
that we know she walks and talks and 
eats aides for breakfast? 

I, for one, don't like it. Part of the 
Reagan deal the country bargained for 
was a docile missus who wore smart tai­
lored suits and a frozen smile. 

Nancy simply had no business butting 
into things. Why in the world should she 
worry? 

After all, Ronnie already had a stable 
• of the keenest and most politically savvy j 

minds, including Richard Nixon's, to run 
his campaign. • 

What be didn't need was Nancy acting 
qnJadylike. _ _ __ .;_ _ • 
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First Lady subject 
of NBC special 
By Arthur Unger 
The Christian Science 
Monitor News Service 

NEW YORK - In popularity polls 
these days , Nancy Rea~ does even 
better than her liO~rnn,a~ ccording to 
an NBC News poll, more than 69 per­
cent of the American people approve 
of her, making her America 's second 
most favorite First Lady, trailing 
only Jacqueline Kennedy. 

But it wasn 't always that way. The 
First Lady: Nancy Reagan cNBC. 
Monday, June 24, 10-11 p.m.l, re­
ported by Chris Wallace, traces her 
phenomenal rise in the affection of 
the country, as well as in pol_itical 
power, since 1981. The woman who 
was once perceived as interested only 
in designer clothes and expensive din­
nerware is now recognized by White 
House insiders, the news media , and 
the general public as a serious fighter 
against youthful drug abuse, a major 
adviser to her husband, and an indi­
rect political force to be reckoned 

• with by anyone dealing with the Rea­
gan administration. 

Under the aegis of executive pro­
ducer Robert Rogers , Chris Wallace 
probes mercilessly and doesn't leave 
a brickbat unexamined as he delves 
into· the life and times of the First 
Lady. He talks to members of her 
family, who speak apparently honest 

• words about a woman they love and 
adtnire, yet somehow treat gingerly. 
Those who work for her husband 
seem to be impressed by her loyalty 
to him, her demands for perfedion. 
her unerring sense of who is attempt­
ing to misuse her husband's position. 

Wallace does not gloss over the neg­
atives - he muses on the public rela-

tions aspect of her image and allows 
feminist Betty Friedan to disdainfully 
call Nancy Reagan "an anachronism 
. . . denying the reality of American 
women today and what they want to 
be ... . " But he also allows daughter 
Maureen to defend her stepmother : 
"Any feminist who thinks that Nancy 
Reagan is a bad role model _is not a 
feminist. Feminism is a choice to be 
what you can be and to do what you 
can do . . . and to be able to make 
those choices for yourself. " The docu­
mentary makes it clear that Nancy 
Reagan has become one of the most 
powerful of first ladies because of the 
behind-the-scenes power she wields , 
seemingly judiciously. on presi­
dential attitudes. 

One of the most revealing film clips 
is an old one, but it is important be­
cause it reveals a charming. self-de­
precating Nancy Reagan sense of 
humor. It contains perhaps her most 
famous quip about herself, one that 
may have been a turning point in the 
press attitude toward her because it 
uncovered a side of her that had sel­
dom surfaced before. "There's a pic­
ture post card of me as queen." she 
said. ' 'Now that 's silly. because I'd 
never wear a crown . . . it messes up 
your hair." 

Chris Wallace probes gently into 
Nancy Reagan's early relationships 
- her unhappy childhood. her love for 
her natural mother as well as for her 
adoptive mother and father. Several 
times, Mrs. Reagan verges on tears 
as she recalls early trauma. 

But the sadness in this docu­
mentary is balanced with lovely mo­
ments of candid husband-wife banter, 
picturing their solid relationship as 
seldom seen anywhere else. 

PRESERVATION COPY 



The Miami Herald 
Monday, June 24, 1985 

In Focus 
This special takes a look in­
to the private and public life 
of America's first lady, Nan-

cy Reagan. It 
will present 
an unknown 
side of 
Reagan and 
how she 
deals with the 
task of jug-

. gling the 
N. Reagan most public 
life possible and maintaining 
a semblance of normality in 
the private life of the 
Reagan family. Among the 
scenes shown are the 
Reagans relaxing at the 
Presidential weekend re­
treat, Camp David in Mary­
land. On NBC News Spe­
cial: Profile of a First Lady 
at 10 p.m. on Channels 7, 5 
and 20. 
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THE MARVIN IUTMAN SHOW 

A flatterinI!JXJdrait - ---of the First 'Lady 
- ' I ~~~::~~~ 

There is a very sym­
pathetic portrait of Nan­
ey Reagan tonight at 10 
on NBC. The First 
Mommy, as she may be 
remembered in . history, 
is AXarnioed in both, ber 

. private and -public roles 
in "The First Lady, Nan­
ey Reagan," reported by 
Chris Wallace, the 
White House correspon-

EDeaHve Pnclueer dent for NBC News. 
The one-hour do­

cumentary tells us the story of the remarqble 
changes iii the image of the First Lady. She be­
gan as a woman of elegance and eloquence, 
Queen Nancy I, as she was called in 1981 when 
she arrived in Washington with the royal family . 
of California, Betsy Bloomingdale and the Annen­
berp,_ and the other royals. She was a woman 
whose ,$6,000 designer housedress sbmattes capti­
"1ited. the press, who was converting the White 
Bouse into a Ve~ East, while the president 
was reducing spending for federal school lunches. 
"Let them eat ketchup," could have been the. slo­
gan during the period when the White House was 
advancing ketchup as a vegetable for school kids. 

But something happened to Nancy R.eagan's im­
ap during the second administration. She is now • 

Arta & Entarlalnment atarta on Page 15 

known. as a social activist. . She has come out 
strongly against drugs for school kids. She travels 
widely, what the politicians call the Eleanor Roo­
aevelt bit. 

Her jobs originally were J.imi,ted to showing the 
preaident where the flag was as they saluted, and 

. mumbling under her breath words that the prompt­
ed president quickly repeated. She became known as 
the First Ventriloquist. . 

Once seen as the adoring wife in the back­
ground, she is now proving the theory that in 

• front of every great woman there is a man being 
. pushed. It's fascinating to see how they defer tq,· 
. her in the White House now. No more of the 95-
pound weakling stuff. Even while talking about 
her favotably - and that's the only kind of inter­
view there is tonight - everybody chooses words 
carefully. Even Chris Wallace is picking his way 
carefully, like be is walking on bird-of-paradise 

. eggs during the ;Easter roll at Versailles. 
. Nancy Reagan, the documentary says, is 

emerging as a top adviser, a key player in the ad­
m,ini~tion .. Not only does she keep the presi: 
dent awake and on his toes. But she has clout. 
Especially . in the area of personnel. Nobody end­
runs· around him with N'aney on guard. The presi­
dent is top trusting, too soft ilh9ut people. She 
gets credit for putting the kibosh on the likes of. 
Haig and Clark. • 

"You can be relentless!" Wallace asks. "True?" 
They say that the acorn never falls far from the 

tree. But with Chris Wallace they may be wrong. 
She so easily disarms the unrelentleas young Wal­
lace, it is to wonder at. 

The most fascinating put - the - 4-i­
can TV viewers who will WMte dlelr. valuable • 
capiat time watching this ......,... ii .._ 
the interviews with aeveral of bar kW? The ._.. 

gan &mily, in the be~g, seemed like a "Father 
Knows Best" script gone berserk. They had a son 
who was a flake, a ballet dancer yet. There waa 
Patti, the vegetarian, who lived with a rock (Eagles) 
guitarist and thought she was Jane Fonda. The ac­
tress who started off the Reagan years with a bit 
part in "Valley of the Dolls ll'' is conspicuous in her 
absence tonight. Michael, the latest one to give a 
stepmother agita, Ron, Maureen, all showed up to 
say a few good words. 

There are also some fascinating clips of Nancy 
from her early MGM movies and a scene or two from 
a TV series in which she appeared with Ronald Rea­
gan. There is an argument with Wallace about her 
age, which she wins. 

She is more candid about her childhood as a 
motherless waif during the years her mother worked 
as an actress. S~ reveals many heartfelt emotions 
from her difficult childhood, the effect of the illness 
of her mother and passing of her doctor stepfather. 
It's very touching, perhaps the fruit of Wallace's 
gentle questioning. . . • 

The former co-anchor of the "Today" show - he 
served briefly in the troika with Jane Pauley and 
Bryant G~bel- Wallace is the son of Mike Wal­
lace, a stepson of Bill Leonard (former president of 
CBS News), credentials of heredity in the news busi­
ness, whose members are like rulers of a country. He 
was destined for ~perstardom w~n one day in 1982 
be suddenly found himself the White House corre­
spondent. 

Wallace was cordially despised at the "Today" 
show. He was arrogant, people say, worse than bis 
father. But none of this unfriendliness came acna 
in his interviews with Nancy Reagan. Margarine 
wouldn't melt iri his mouth. 

He doesn't ask too many vexing or crosa q~ 
tions tonight. He wouldn't be getting invited to 
the Reagan ranch if be were snippy like the Vil­
lage Voice's Jack Newfield _ or columnist Alex­
ander Cockburn or probing like Newsday's Jim 
Klurfeld or Mike Waldman. 

With an unkind hostile· interviewer, Nancy 
wouldn't be confi'1mg so many secrets as she does to 
Wallace, such as she gets pickups and lawn mowers 
for her birthday from the president. Not to mention 
"a man':11'8 spreader." • 
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Of' the two images illuatratecl in the documen­
tary, which ia the true Nancy? Did they manipulate 
thinp 110 that she put the original elegant wealthy 
Nancy away in the cloeet, like a alightly uaed $6,000 
Bill Blua dreee? Could this new aenaitive 80Cial ac­
tim Nancy doing good worb among the drug-rid­
den alao So into the cloeet? Are there only two outfit.a 
in her wardrobe? 

I wouldn't want the new Chris Wallace to be 
reviewing the Emperor's Clothes next spring mr 
me. He seems to be very congenial with hia 
aourcea. I find the abruiveneaa of Sam Donaldson 
leu auapicioua. 

On another level, "The Fint Lady, Nancy Rea­
gan" can be aeen as a strange and wonderful 
story. It's like a movie script, a grade B movie, 
with a happy ending, the ltory of a poor girl and 
a big happy-go-lucky lug, who became Mr. and 
Mrs. Premaent of the United States. I wu think­
ing of thia in a scene where the Reagans are 
shown relaxing, watching old moviea, eating pop­
corn, like two teenagers on a date. And it's prob­
ably as real as anything is real in thia ahowbiz 
era of American hiat.ory, which we WGD't accept as 
being here wuil David S11wdad ia oar IMmt preei­
dent. /D 
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ancy Reagan: wash~J the dog-and helps run the country 
By SUSANNE M. SCHAFER 
Auoclated Prn1 Writer 

WASHINGTON - Nancy 
~ wearln1 jeans and a work 

~ slilrt, la &1vlq the White HOUie 
• , dog, Lucky, a ICl"llbbinl-
:~ Al she boles down tbe black 
:,. Bouvier puppy In a metal wuh­
r tub, ber wedding ring plops Into 
: tbe -PY water. Tbe flnt lady 

poke1 repeat­
Review edly 1nto tbe 
iliiiiiiiiiiilii•-water, mildly 
frantic until tbe 1olden band la re­
covered. 

"I found It! I found It!" Mrs. 
Reapn exclaims, tbe dot still 
squirming In ber arms. 

SUcb cbarmlncly 1lmple scenes 
of a reined, confident first lady 
- contruted agailllt tbe formal 
,Utter and clamour of tbe Reapn Reagan u a tough-minded and u­
Whlte HOUlle - are part of tbe sertlve woman, one who la an 
NBC-TV special 77Je First Lady: ever-growing center of influence 
Nancy llealaa to be shown tonicbt In the White House and a power to 
(10 p.111. on Channel 5). be reckoned with In her own righL 

The show, which off en views of • Besides tracing her 10metime8 
the Reagans' private rooms in the painful childhood and early days 
White HOUlle, tbelr Santa Barbara as an actreN, with scenes from 
mountaintop ranch and tbe pres!- films like ~v•n's Brain tbat 
dentlal hideaway 11t Camp David, might be bea.t forgotten, tbe show 
Md., provides a rare ,umpae Into alao details her rather rocky de­
tbe life of President Reagan and velopment ~ fint lady. 
bis wife. Buffeted by criticilm of her 

But it also portray• Mrs. thOUMnd-dollar de■iper dreues 

.. \fReagan eaya his wtt,"~eps_ •• • in'.;: 
·1ee. he la a 'soft~.touc~: when . It 

to. dleeipUnif)g or firing people. 

and purcbue of expelllive White 
Houae china while the nation 
lapsed Into a painful recealon, the 
show reveals how Mn. Reagan be­
came the fOCUI of a calculated 
White HOWie effort to &Ive her a 
more compllllionate Image. 

Mn. Reapn plunaed Into her 
hlihly prailed anti-drug cam• 
paign, topped off moat recently 
with her villt In Rome with Po~ 
John Paul II. Al tf ber clothes 
were meant to lllow ber mind aet, 
Mn. Reapn la shown weartnc a 
bU11inesa llllit, bavinll lllunned ber 

veil and long gown to lend a more 
aeriOUI note to her talb with the 
pontiff. 

In moment■ culled from nearly 
three hours of Interviews with re­
porter Chris Wallace, Mra. 
Reagan admits to using "all my 
little antennas" to ferret out 
White HOUie penonnel problems 
and will "try to stop It" If she 
thlnkl 10meone la not BerYing her 
hUlband well. 

Reagan says bis wife steps In 
became he la a "IOft touch" when 
It ~ to dillcipJinina or firing 

people. 
Or u their - Ron put■ It, Ille 

bu "a real IOrt of bloodlloand'• 
inltinct" for people wllo are trytna 
to use the president for their 61m 
ends. 

''The bottom line for my mom 
la, ii tbla penon burtin& my father 
or helping bim?" Ron uld. "And, 
once she'i come down on one side 
or the other, then she'• gonna be 
either a very powerful ally or an 
enemy you don't want to have." 

In the show, Mn. Reapn even 
drops ber normal reticence to 
speak out on policy 1-, saying 
she would prefer that ber husband 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba­
chev bold a "get-acquainted" -­
lion rather than a formal IIUllllllll 

Interviews with lonatlme politi­
cal aldea and friend■ also throw 
some light on Mn. Rea1an'1 role. 

Edward Rollln1, one of 
Reapn'• chief political advilen, 
uld Mn. Reagan bu "u much 
clout u she wants to." 

"I think If abe wants to weigh in 
OD IOmethlng, It certainly be-

comes tbe focus on bla a,eada. 
and certainly can become the 
fOCIII of a lot of other attention 
around tbe White Houe," Rollinl 
said. 

On a personal note, Mr,. 
Reaaan ill shown In touching 
momenta with ber aged mother, 
Edith Davil. When she recount■ 
tbe death of tbe man who adopted 
ber, Loyal Davil, teus well up In 
her eyes. 

Even Michael Reagan, the IOD 
of tbe president and bil flnt wife,: 
Jane Wyman, and one who bu, 
openly feuded with bla stepmoth­
er, elves her credit. 

"She ii probably one of tbe moat 
carlnc people In tbe world," he 
said. "And really cares about fam­
ily and home life." 

Mn. Reagan acknowledges tbat' 
It baa taken time for ber to be able 
to laugh at benelf and allow her-
self to be more open, 10 that peo-
ple can learn to kn(!W her. "H I 
think people like me, I'm~ 
Bhesays. ~ 

~"' 
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GROWING-INTtl 
THE SHOES oF:'. 
THE 1ST LADY'.! 

By JOAN HANAUER 
FEW first ladies have had such a rocky 
start as Nancy Reagan, but these days she 
doea even better than her husband in the 
popularity polls. 

It's hard to believe the aott-spoken woman 
with the warm, wry glance that Chria Wallace 
interviews on tonight's NBC News Special TM 
First Lad11: NaflCJI 
Reagan (from 10 to 11 
p.m.) began her stay 
ln the White Houae u 
"Queen Nancy" amld 
criticlam of her expen• 
slve lifestyle and 
charges of tnsenaltivl• 
ty. 

Wallace said that In 
late 1981 White Houee 
pollster Richard Wlrth­
lln and Reagan aide 
Michael Deaver began 
working out a ·plan to 
change her I.map. "We 
felt, at leut I did, that lf 
Nancy Reagan became 
better known. the real 
Nancy Reagan became 
better known, she would 
be much better liked, 
that she would provide 
some political leverage 
and strong support to 
the presidency," Wirth· 
lln said. 

The single most Im• 
portant factor In re­
structuring Mrs. Rea­
gan's public image -
and perhaps her pri· 
vate image of herself 
- was her campaign 
against drug abuse. 

Since 1982 she baa 
traveled 70,000 miles 
and visited " cities, 
preaching that par• 
ents must help their 
children resist drup 
- and the nuJJ1ber of 
anti-drug parents 
groups has grown 
from 300 to 8000. 

Nancy forget, to 
Introduce The 

Pre1ident. 
think if she wants to 
weigh In on something, 
it certainly becomes the 
focus of his agenda, and 
can become the focus of 
a lot of other attention 
around the White 
House." 

Her son. Ron Reagan, 
said: wShe's a very 
shrewd judge of 
character and has a 
real sort of blood· 
hound's instinct for peo­
ple's hidden agendaa. 
The bottom line for my 
mom la, la this peraon 
hurting my father er 

Mrs. Reagan no ,---
longer is content to re-
main in the backgro- • 
uund - Wallace says 
she haa diacovered 
power, and diacovered 
that she likes it She has 
two prerequisltes to 
power - accesa to the 
president and influence 
with him. 

MShe has aa much 
clout aa she wants to." 
said Edward Rolllna, 

=-to .~ -~ 
I 

helping him?'' 
She la said to ha~ 

been a major~ 
helping push 
Haig and Wllllam ~ 
out of the cabinet and.Ip 
helping Deaver a,na 
Jamee Baker gain con­
trol of the first term 
White Houae staff. • ~ 

In the show she Wka 
movingly of her child­
hood - her often abilent 
but beloved acu. 
mother, the father wtt1' 
whom relations ,wt'/J'e 
strained, and her step­
father, who died in 1982. 

She acknowladg'ea 
that the last four Ye&rl 
have changed her~ w1 
don't know how you 
could help but . . , . 
grow," she said. "You\J'e 
exposed to so many .«lif· 
ferent things. and r,o 
many different ~ 141 
so many dl.fferept ~ • 
periences. I mean, in, a 
way, even the negatf~, 
things that all hap'· 
pened 1n the beglnnlng 
were probably part of a 
growth process, you 
know?" 1; 

Polls show Mrs. Re'.a­
gan currently is rat~d 
second In popularity 
only to J acquellne 
Kennedy among the 
last six first ladies, 
starting with Bess 
Truman. UP1 

.,.,_ __ #. 

Nancy Reagan 9et1 a klu frolll Mickey MouN as her Hu~ 
band looks on, at a recent visit to EPCOT Center. 1 

1 
' 
I 
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Special Looks. at'Nancy Reagan and Her Power· 

.; I 

nltt .. ,. 

By JOHN CORRY 

!HO is Nancy Reagan? 
What is she? "lbe First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan" 
.iddresses the questions, 

and If thf' answers are not explicit and 
clear, '3t least they are earnestly 
sougnt. fhe NBC News special, on 
Channel 4 at 10 o'clock tonight, is well 
worth watching. 

Why is Mrs. Reagan important? 
She is the wife of the President of the 
United States, of course, the partner 
of his joys and sorrows. NBC News 
assumes, however, that she is a Rood 
deal more than that. She probably Is, 
but what does this mean? When the 
lights go out, does she whisper in her 
husband's ear, " Let's hit.the Nicara­
gua beaches.,. 

NBC News doesn't answer that, but 
it does make clear that Mrs. Reagan 
is, as White House folks say, a player. _ 
She has power. In an interview, 
Stuart Spencer, the P resident's oldest 
and perhaps closest political adviser, 
describes its source . 
~ • 

"You get power in several ways," 
he says, "but two of them are access 
and leverage, and she has access." 

Put aside now the question of how 
or whether Mrs. Reagan uses her ac­
cesa and consider that ·in WashinitOn 
the appearance of power is as Rood as 
-the real thing. In fact, appearance 

Nancy Reagan and tbe Pnshleat being Interviewed at Camp David, Md. 

and reality are inllepuable. Power 
nows to the penon who appears to 
have it already. The otber pi4yers aee 
to that. 1bey fear that If they offmd 
or displease emneone who aeema to 
have more power than they do, they 
will be bit by a retaliatory strike. 

'lbenlfore, the other players be­
have accordingly. They invest the 
player they fear, or whoee patromge 
they want to solicit, with power that 
player didn't have to beain with. 1bus 
they cbanp the appearance into the. 
reality. It 's tricky, but you can't un­
derstand Washington unless you un-

• dentandthat. 
"Tbe First Lady, Nancy Reagan," 

which Is produced by Bob Rogen, 
gives Ill IOme of tbia. Mn. Reqan 
appean to have power; therefore, the 
power must be rNl. Chris Wallace, 
NBC's White House COIT81polldent, 
ulm Mn. Reagan, for example, if she 
favors a summit meetinl between 
.... busband and Mikbail s. Gorba,. 

chev, the Soviet leader . . (She says It 
might be ~ce.) ~ qlation assumes 
that abe will be inatrumental in -­
ting up or preventing such a meeting . 

• 
Whether Mrs. Reqan baa that kind 

of authority 18 arpable. On the other 
hand, NBC doel persuade U1 that she 
Is not to be taken Uptly .. "I 80lll~ 
times think," says Lyn Nofzi&er, an­
other old Reagan adviser, " that if it 
weren'.t tor Nancy Reagan, there 
wouldn't be a Pr81tdellt Reagan or 
even a Governor Reagan." 

Others o! the Pr81tdent's men 
agrm. Michael IC. Deaver 1ays that 
Mn. Reagan "baa probably got the 
best public relations mstinct of any 
woman I've ever known." Mr. Spen­
cer says lhe WU involved in "a lot of 
declsloa maldng in the poUtical ~ 
cess in the campaip." He allO aays 
that when he temporarily left Mr. 
Reagan - to nm Gerald R. Ford'.s 

,_. 
1978 Presidential eai:cian - Mrf:': 
Reagan treated him a leper. .• 

A moment later, Mr. WalJace 4 
Mr. Nofziger If it Is true that MN.~ 
Reagan, annoyed by IIOllletbin8 Jjl : 
did, would not talk to him tor ..., 
months. ":.!.t. 

"Make it three months," Mr. N*-,. 
ziger says gravely. "People tmd ~ . 
exaggerate." • • 

- • - t • 
Meanwhile, Mrs. Reagan Is ~ •­

about all this, more or leua. 
that abe wants oaly to help ber "· 
band. Indeed, she is . 
charming on teleYlsion, even w1tf. 
some, and If you tbink Mr. Reagan Iii 
a master of the medium, thm yGIL. 
really ought to see bis wife. 1be Rea-, 
gans haven't looked IO aood oa a...,. 
work news program since Barban' 
Walten did a 1bankllaMoa Day Dl'D\°. 
gram from their cau1onda ranch.;;; j 

Thus Mr. WalJace trles, but ~~­
d early met bis match. He thrum; 
Mrs. Reagan parrt•. He aays tb!lt: 
her official biopapby aays she WUJ 
born in 11123 but that her IOD aya dt' 
WU born two years euiler. ~I 

"Oh, ..U," Mn. llNpn aya, " 
wasn't there." ~ 

Mr. Wallace pssilta: "Well, wlddC 
Is it?" 

" I haven't made up my mind yfll,.'J; 
Mrs. Reagan says. '"' 

.. Are you fudglna two years?" au;: 
Wallace a,b. ·v..~ 

"I might," Mrs. Reagan 8111W91£, 
"J haven't made up my mind yet.'.':~ 

And IC) Oil. Doel Mn. Reapnacta. 
ally make political ~-nfDMDb Ill'. ...... --~ Mr. WalJace repom that ' -X:'.-
she was "a major figure" in • 
the Cabinet and White Bma :-. 
that "they say" lhe bu lidld wtdl,. 
"moderates over bard-Um, W '~(f.' 
tivea," and=t • •"-= ::---. 
invOlved in ~- . ~ .. 
all tbia Is the q..uon of 11n. . 
Reagan's ap. It's not followed.:; 
It's incoDcluaive. . ., 

Still, remember that It II bard # ­
draw a line between tbe appeuanl!8' 
and rmlity ot· power. It II ~ ­
that the White Home ltlelf could 
everything out. "Tbe First 
Nancy Reagan" doel not - • 
the questioas, but it doel pvema,-. 
cinating portrait of Mn. bqlD. ._,. . ~ 
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eople 
Nancy Reagan • on TV 
By LEE WINFREY 
Knight-Ridder Newspapers 

After almost three years of 
watching Nancy Reagan at close 
range, Chris Wallace probably 
knows as much as any television 
correspondent about her person­
ality a11d style. He'll tell you what 
he's learned in an interesting 
one-hour special Monday. 

Wallace, 37, has been the White 
House correspondent for NBC 
since September 1982: He will 
anchor .. The First Lady, Nancy 
Reagan," beginning at 10 p.m. 
EDT on NBC. 

To .Wallace, one of the most in­
teresting things · about Nancy 
Reagan is how she has improved 
her public image since she was 
criticized early in her husband's 
administration for spending 
$800,000 to redecorate the White 
House, plus a few thousand more 
for her fashionable cJothes. 

"She wss spending this kind o( 
money at a time when her hus­
band was cutting programs for 
the poor, which made her look 
frivolous and insensitive," ·Wal­
lace said in a recent interview. 

As he expresses it on Monday 
night's show, "In 1981, she was 
attacked for her fancy lifestyle. 
They called her 'Queen Nancy.' 
Now she is seen in far less g)am-. 
orous settings, trying to keep chil­
dren off drugs." 

viewed President Reagan and the 
first lady, who have been married 
for 33 years, at their ranch near 
Santa Barbara, Calif., and at the 
presidential retreat at Camp Da­
vid, Md. 

One unusually informal scene 
shows the president and his wife 
eating popcorn while watching a 
movie. In another scene, an 
amusing exchange of dialogue 
features Wallace vainly trying to 
get Mrs. Reagan to admit that in 
her· official biography she has cut 
two years off her actual age. Here, 
clearly, there are limits to Mrs. 
Reagan's cooperation. 

Others interviewed Monday 
night include Ronald Reagan Jr., 
who says of his mother, "She's a 
very shrewd judge of character 
and has a real sort of blood­
hound's instinct for people's hid­
den agendas. The bottom line for 
my mom is: Is this person hurt­
ing my father or helping him? 
And once she's come down on 
one side or the other, then she's 
gonna be eit~er a very powerful 
ally or an enemy you don't want 
to have." 

Asked recently why Mrs. 
Reagan agreed to do the show, 
Wallace offered a variety of possi­
ble reasons: 

"Her husband is never going to 
run for office again. That's a lib­
erating factor. Also, she is popu­
lar. That has made her more 
secure and confident. 

Wallace attributes this change 
to "a highly sophisticated White 
House effort over the last three 
years to give Mrs. Reagan a more 
compassionate, less frivolous 
public image." 

For the show, Wallace inter-

"She wanted people to under­
stand what an important role she 
has played in Ronald Reagan's 

• career. I think she is beginning to 
think a little about her place in 

history. 
"Clearly, in terms of influence, 

she is going to rank right up 
there. She is very involved in per- • 
sonnel matters. The dynamics of 
her relations with the president 
- he's remarkably passive in a 
lot of areas and she is happy to 
fill the vacuum. 

"She's an extremely complicat­
ed person. She was more power- • 
ful and tougher than I believed. 
She was more vulnerable and 
warmer than I thought she would 
be. I think she wanted people to 
have a greater understanding of 
who she is." 

Wallace contrasted Mrs. 
Reagan's willingness to do the 
show with her husband's attitude 
toward the news media. 

"He is very inaccessible, 1\ said 
Wallace. "He has held fewer news 
conferences than any president in 
the TV' era. It's a packaged presi­
dency. He likes to do it in con­
trolled situations." 

Wallace credits Mrs. Reagan 
with sharp political awareness 
and savvy. "She has a keen sense 
of how the White House is work­
ing," he said, "of who's doing a 
good job and who isn't. 

"She really is ambitious for him 
and wants him to win," Wallace . 
continued. "What she wants most 
of all is for him to be loved." 

Summing up a variety of opin­
ions he holds about the first lady, 
Wallace concluded: "She holds a 
grudge with the best of them. 
She's thin-skinned, a perfection­
ist, a worrier. I think she wants to 
be considered the best first lady 
ever." 
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I 
t seems as though there have been 
two Nancy Reagans. The "old" 
Nancy Reagan wu not the moat 
appealing personality. She was 

icy-cold, brittle and humorless. She 
seemed old-fashioned and behind the 
t imes in this age of women'• libera­
tion - a woman who lacked her own 
identity and whose main mission in 
life was to 1tand by her man. (Who 
can forget thole adoring looks at her 
husband during public appear­
ances?) 

To be sure, in the traditional role 
of helpmate she waa always an influ­
ential member of Ronnie'• inner 
political circle - but best not to let 
the word get out on that little eecret. 

Worst of all, the press dubbed her 
Queen Nancy because of her country­
club friends and ritzy life style. In 
1980, as the times grew more austere, 
Nancy was publicly criticized for 
spending $800,000 to fix up the 
White House while Ronnie was 
slashing federal programs for the 
poor. 

There was also her taste for de­
signer dresses and, perhaps her worst 
public relations blunder, the time ahe 
spent $200,000 for china (lranted, 
most of the money came from private 
donations) just when Ronnie wu 
announcing cutbacks in nutrition 
programs. 

NBC will serve up some revisionist 
history tonight with a documentary 
called "The First Lady: Nancy Rea­
gan" (Channels 4 and 10 from 10 to 
11 ). Produced by Bob Rogers and 
reported by White House correspon­
dent Chris Wallace, the program 
argues that the "old" Nancy Reagan 
has been replaced by a "new" Nancy 
Reagan. 
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By the program's own contention, 
the brilliant public relations team at 
the White House wu beginning to 
regard her u "a liability" and went 
to work on her image. 

The "new" Nancy Reagan now 
conducts her own preBB briefings. 
She has her speechwriters throwing 
in jokes about herself. Forget Bill 
Blass. At a Gridiron dinner, she even 
sang "Second Hand Rose" and threw 
a china plate at the crowd. 

Most of all, Nancy is now being 
marketed as a more contemporary 
woman - more assertive, more in­
volved in White House decision­
making. 

She even has her own good cause 
- speaking out against drug abuse. 
Hence her appearance on "Diffrent 
Strokes" and even, last Christmas, 
sitting on the lap of Mr. T, who wu 
dressed up as Santa Claus, to get her 
message across. 

Noting that Nancy traveled to 
Rome to discuss her drug project 
with the Pope, Chris Wallace ob­
serves she was "clearly pleased to 
have made the trip on her own." 
Apparently, the reporter momentari­
ly forgot the Fint Lady is a mature 
woman in her 60a perfectly capable 
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of boarding a plane all by herself. 
Nancy's solution for preventing 

drug abuse is actually quite modest 
- advocating that parents take a 
more active role. But while much is 
made of her cause, the program 
glOBBea over Administration cut­
backs in drug abuse programs and 
never directly confronts her on this. 

After all, why wute time on such 
frivolous lines of inquiry when you 
have a rich selection of photo oppor­
tunities to show idyllic scenes bf 
America's most romantic couple? 
One scene shows Nancy bugging 
Ronnie before he meets the preu to 
announce his tax reform program. 
Another shows Nancy and Ronnie at 
their private screening room at 
Camp David munching popcorn and 
watching a movie together, as Wal­
lace puts it, "like two kids together 
on their first date." 

My favorite scene shows Nancy 
embracing her dog Lucky as she gives 
the pooch a bath in the laundry room 
of the family quart.en in the White 
House. 

One of the more puzzling upecta 
of this video valentine is the preeence 
of Wallace, ordinarily a competent 
political correspondent, who comes 
off here more as public relations Oack 
than inquiring reporter. Perhape be 
was simply smitten with his subject. 
Perhaps he did not want to jeopar­
dize his White House sources. Per­
haps he was guilty of a little male 
chauvinism and didn't want to be too 
hard on the little lady. Perhaps he 
felt beholden because of the "unlim­
ited ~ccesa" the network says be 
received from the White Houae. 

Wallace's toughest line of inquiry 
is to probe "the great birthday con-
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troveray." Noting that her official 
biography states she was born in 
1923, he confronts her with the fact 
that one of her own sons says she was 
born two years earlier. "Are you 
fudging two years?" he asks pointed­
ly. Deftly fielding the question, she 
answers: "I haven't made up my 
mind yet." 

The documentary's most illumi­
nating moments come when son Ron 
Reagan offers some candid remarks 
about his mother. "She can be a 
handful. She's not always the easiest 
person to get along with .... She's a 
bit of a perfectionist. I don't think I'd 
want her to be my boBB." 

In many ways, the role of presiden­
tial spouse is not an easy one. 
Although the U.S. Constitution 

• doesn't specify the duties of the 
position, social and cultural pres­
llUNIB have mounted for _our presiden­
tial wives to .have a more active role. 
And perhaps Betty Friedan (who 
appears briefly at the program's end) 
is right in branding Nancy Reagan 
"an anachronism." 

But Nancy Reagan is who she is -
a very traditional woman who is 
most comfortable serving, support­
ing and protecting her husband's 
interests. More likely, bar more visi­
ble role these days mostly reflects a 
carefully orchestrated change of im­
age, rather than a fundamental 
change in her personal makeup. (Not 
surprisingly, recent polls, including 
one conducted by NBC for this 
documentary, show that the First 
Lady's popularity has zoomed.) 

The shrewdest assessment of Nan­
cy Reagan comes at the program's 
close. Says Barbara Kellerman, a 
professor at Farleigh Dickinson Uni-

First Lady Nancy Reagan giving her dog Lucky a bath in a scene from to­
night's NBC documentary on Channels 4 and 10, from 10 to 11. 

veraity and an expert on First Ladies, 
"It's very unlikely that Ronald Rea­
gan would have as his wife someone 
like Betty Friedan or for that matter 

-even Rosalynn Carter. He's a partic­
ular kind cif man and that particular 
kind of man would choose as his wife 
someone like N y Reagan." 
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