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NBC, NBC News Special: "Profile of a First Lady" (tentative

title) _ An unprecedented look into the private and public life of
First Lady Nancy Reagan.
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Nancy Reagan says she'd like the president to hold a "“get
acquainted" meeting with Soviet leeder Mikhail Gorbachev so they

"could just sit and talk." The first lady talks about her husbard in
an (N~-B-C) interview to be aired Monday.
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By JOAN HANAUER UPI TV Reporter

NEW YORK (UPI) _ Few first ladies have had such a rocky start as
Nancy Reagan, but these dayvs she dces even better than her husband in
the popularity pells.

It's hard tc believe the soft-spoken woman with the warm, wry
glance that Chris Wallace interviews on the NBC News Special, "The
First Lady: Nancy Reagan" _ to air June 24, 10-11 p.m. Eastern time _
began her stay in the White House as "Queen Nancy" amid criticism of
her expensive lifestyle and charges of insensitivity.

Wallace said that in late 1981 White House pollster Richard
Wirthlin and Reagan aide Michael Deaver began working out a plan to
change her image.

"We felt, at least I did, that if Nancy Reagan became better
known, the real Nancy Reagan became better known, she would be much
better liked, that she would provide some political leverage and some
strong support tc the presidency," Wirthlin said.

The single most important  factor in restructuring Mrs. Reagan's
public image and perhaps her private image of herself was her
campaign against drug abuse. -

Since 1982 she has traveled 7C,000 miles and visited 44 cities,
preaching that parents must help their children resist drugs and the
nunber of anti-drug parents groups has grown from 300 to 8,000.

Mrs. Reagan nc longer is content to remain in the backgrouund
Wallace says she has discovered power, and discovered that she likes it.
She has two prerequisites tc power _ access to the president and
influence with him.

"She has as much clout as she wants to," said Edward Rollins,
assistant to the president for political and governmental affairs. "I
think if she wants to weigh in on something, it certainly becomes the
focus of his agenda, and certainly can become the focus of a lot of
other attention around the White House."

Her son, Ron Reagan, said: "She's a very shrewd judge of character
and has a real scrt of bloodhound's instinct for people's hidden
agendas. The bottom line for my mom is, is this person hurting my father
or helping him?"

She is said to have been a major figure in helping push Alexander
Haig and William Clark out of the cabinet and in helping Deaver and
James Baker gain contrcl of the first term White House staff. She has
generally sided with moderates over hard-line conservatives, relecting
her interest in victory for her husband, rather than for ideoloay.

She told Wallace she would like to see Reagan and Soviet Premier
Mikhail Gorbachev meet.

"It would be nice if there were a meeting where the two men could
just sit and talk, just talk, just to have a, get a feel of each other.
That would be a good idea, but I'm not talking a Summit. I think a
meeting should come first."

Wouldn't a2 meeting of the two heads of state constitute a Summit?

"Well, a Summit, as I understand a Summit, is where you have an
agenda and you have things, specific things, you're going to talk
about."

In the show she talks movingly of her childhood @ her often absent
but beloved actress mother, the father with whom relations were
strained, and her stepfather, who died in 1982. Even now, her eyes fill
with tears and her voice becomes husky when she talks of his
death.

the acknowledges that the last fcour years have changed her.
"I don't know how you could help but ... grow," she said. l
"You're expcsed to so many different things, and so many different
people, so many different experiences. I mean, in a way, even the
negative things that all happened in the beginning were probably part of
a growth process, you know?"

Polls show Mrs. Reagan currently is rated second in popularity only
to Jacqueline Kennedy among the last six first ladies, starting with
Bess Truman. Of that, she said, "I hope they like me. But I think
it's been a process cf getting to know me and that took a long
time."
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By HELEN THOMAS
UPI White House Reporter

WASHINGTON (UPI) _ Nancy Reagan says she would like the president
tc hold & "get acquainted" meeting with Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev sc they "cculd just sit and talk" and "get a feel of each
other."

She made the remarks in an hourleng interview and documentary
entitled "The First Lady, Nancy Reagan”" to be broadcast on NBC-TV at
10 p.m. EDT Monday.

NBC correspondent Chris Wallace interviewed the first lady over
several months and was given exclusive glimpses of the Reagan's
lifestyle at their Santa Barbara, Calif., ranch and the presidential
retreat at Camp David, Md.

The program stresses her new-found confidence, political clout and
influence on the official side cf the White House, particularly in
perscnnel matters.

Wallace reported that Reagan aides said the first lady "was a
major figure in helping push (former Secretary of State) Alexander Haig
and former national security affairs adviser William Clark out of the
Cabinet."

Mrs. Reagan told Wallace that after her husband's re-election last
year, she wanted a purge of the Cabinet "to get rid of people who had
outlived their usefulness."

"Instead, the president asked the entire Cabinet tc stay on," he
reported.
Asked if she thought Corbachev is a "better propaganda spokesman
for the Soviet Union," Nancy Reagan replied: "I think that's so. I
think he has ... yes, it's more of a P.R. (public relations) feel."

On the question of whether she wculd like to see a Reagan-Gorbachev
summit meeting, she said:
"It would be nice if the two men could just sit and talk, just

talk, just to have a ... get a feel of each other. That would be a good
idea, but I'm not talking a summit. I think a meeting should come first.
"Just to get acquainted," she added.

Wallace quoted members of the Mational Security Council crediting
Mrs. Reagan for breaking the deadlock in the administration between
hardliners nd moderates over Scviet policy.

He said: "Mrs. Reagan pushed her husband to cool his anti-Soviet
rhetoric" and she would get upset over the labeling of Reagan as a

"war monger."

On another subject, she said, "I think I'm aware of people who are
trving to take advantage of my husband, who are trying to end run him,
lots of times, who are trying to use him. I'm very aware of that. All my
little antennas go up."

Wallace interviewed three of the Reagan children and several close
advisers regarding the first lady's personality.

Only her daughter Patti, with whom relations have scmetimes been
strained, refused to be interviewed.

Her son Ron, said: "She's a very shrewd judge of character and has
a real scrt of bloodhounds' instinct for people's hidden agendas.”

He added she can "be either a very powerful ally or an enemy you
dcen't want to have."
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