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FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 1985 THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 

A frank~ affectionate meeting with: Nancy 
By Arthur Unger 

New York 
In popularity polls these days, Nancy Reagan does 

even better than her husband. According to an NBC 
News poll, more than 69 percent of the American people 
approve of her, making her America's second most fa. 
vorite First Lady, trailing only Jacqueline Kennedy. 

But it wasn't always that way. The First Lady: • 
Nancy Reagan (NBC, Monday, June 24, 10-11 p.m.}, re­
ported by Chris Wallace, traces hei- phenomenal rise in 
the affection of the country, as well as in political power, 
since 1981. The woman who was once perceived as inter­
ested only in designer clothes and expensive dinnerware 
is now recognized by White House insiders, the news 
media, and the general public as a serious fighter 
against youthful drug abuse, a major adviser to her hus­
band, and an indirect political force to be reckoned with 
by anyone dealing with the Reagan administration. 

Under the aegis of executive producer Robert Rogers, 
Chris Wallace probes mercilessly and doesn't leave a 
brickbat unexamined as he delves into the life and times 
of the First Lady. He talks to members of her family, 
who speak apparently honest words about a woman 

they love and admire, yet 
TELEVISION somehow treat gingerly. Those 

who work for her husband 
seem to be impressed by her 

loyalty to him, her demands for perfection, her unerring 
sense of who is attempting to misuse her husband's 
position. 

Wallace does not gloss over the- negatives - he 
muses on the public relations aspect of her image and 
allows feminist Betty Friedan to disdainfully call Nancy 
Reagan "an anachronism ... denying the reality of 
American women today and what they want to be . . .. " 
But he also allows daughter Maureen to defend her step­
mother: "Any feminist who thinks that Nancy Reagan 
is a bad role model is not a feminist. Feminism is a 
choice to be what you can be and to do what you can do 
. .. and to be able to make those choices for yourself." 
The documentary makes it clear that Nancy Reagan has 
become one of the most powerful of first ladies because 
of the behind-the-scenes power she wields, seemingly ju­
diciously, on presidential attitudes. 

One of the most revealing film clips is an old one, but 
it is important because it reveals a charming, self-depre­
cating Nancy Reagan sense of humor. It contains per­
haps her most famous quip about herself, one that may 
have been a turning point in the press attitude toward 
her because it uncovered a side of her that had seldom 
surfaced before. "There's a picture post card of me as 
queen," she said. "Now. that's silly, because I'd never 
wear a crown ... it messes up your hair. ' ' 

Chris Wallace probes gently into Nancy Reagan's 

One of the most powerful of first ladies 

early relationships - her unhappy childhood, her love 
for her natural mother as well ,as for her adoptive 
mother and father. Several times, Mrs. Reagan verges 
on tears as she recalls early trauma. 

But the sadness in this documentary is balanced with 
lovely moments of candid husband-wife banter, pictur­
ing their solid relationship as seldom seen anywhere 
else. 

"The First Lady" is not a puff piece, despite the fact 
that it is almost impossible to view it without emerging 
from the hour with great affection and admiration for 
Nancy Reagan and her unique relationship with ..her 
husband. It is a sensitive, delightful, sometimes moving 
character sketch of a "woman behind the man," who i~ 
emerging as her i wn woman. 
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By Arthur Unger 

New York 
In popularity polls these days, Nancy Reagan does 

even better than her husband. According to an NBC 
News poll, more than 69 percent of the American people 
approve of her, making her America's second most fa­
vorite First Lady, trailing only Jacqueline Kennedy. 

But it wasn't always that way. The First Lady: 
Nancy Reagan (NBC, Monday, June 24, 10-llp.m.),re­
ported by Chris Wallace, traces her phenomenal rise in 
the affection of the country, as well as in political power, 
since 1981. The woman who was once perceived as inter­
ested only in designer clothes and expensive dinnerware 
is now recognized by White House insiders, the news 
media, and the general public as a serious fighter 
against youthful drug abuse, a major adviser to her hus­
band, and an indirect political force to be reckoned with 
by anyone dealing with the Reagan administration. 

Under the aegis of executive producer Robert Rogers, 
Chris Wallace probes mercilessly and doesn't leave a 
brickbat unexamined as he delves into the life and times 

• of the First Lady. He talks to members of her family, 
who speak apparently honest words about a woman 

they love and admire, yet 
TELEVISION somehow treat gingerly. Those 

who work for her husband 
seem to be impressed by her 

loyalty to him, her demands for perfection, her unerring 
sense of who is attempting to misuse her .b-usband's 
position. . 

Wallace does not gloss- over the negatives - he .­
muses on the public relations aspect of her image and 
allows feminist Betty Friedan to disdainfully call Nancy 
Reagan "an anachronism . .. denying the reality of 
American women today and what they want to be .... " 
But he also allows daughter Maureen to defend her step­
·mother: "Any feminist who thinks that Nancy Reagan 
is a bad role model is not a feminist. Feminism is a 
choice to be what you can be and to do what you can do 
... and to be able to make those choices for yourself.:' 
The documentary makes it clear that Nancy Reagan has 
become one of the most powerful of first ladies because 
of the behind-the-scenes power she wields, seemingly ju­
diciously, on presidential attitudes. 

One of the most revealing film clips is an old one, but 
it is important because it reveals a charming, self-depre- • 
eating Nancy Reagan sense of humor. It contains per­
haps her most famous quip about herself, one that may • 
have been a turning point in the press attitude toward 
her because it uncovered a side of her that had seldom 
surfaced before. "There's a picture post card of me as 
queen," she said. "Now that's silly, because I'd never 

I we~ a crown . . . it messes up your hair." 
~ s Wallace probes gently into Nancy Reagan's 

One of the most powerful of first ladies 

early relationships - her unhappy childhood, her love 
for her natural mother as well as for her adoptive 
mother and father. Several times, Mrs. Reagan verges 
on tears as she recalls early trauma. 

But the sadness in this documentary is balanced with 
lovely moments of candid husband-wife banter, pictur­
ing their solid relationship as seldom seen anywhere 
else. 

"The First Lady" is not a puff piece, despite the fact 
that it is almost impossible to view it without emerging 
from the hour with great affection and admiration for 
Nancy Reagan and her unique relationship with her 
husband. It is a sensitive, delightful, sometimes moving 
character sketch of a "woman behind the man," who is 
emerging as her own woman. 
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Nancy Reagan . talks 
about her influence in 
White House- decisions 
Assocla ted Press 

WASHINGTON - President 
Reagan's wife. Nancy, says she 
uses "all my little antennas" t(? 
ferret out White House personnel 

,L problems and will "try to stop it" 
l..if she thinks someone ls not serv­

ing her husband well. 
The president. meanwhile. 

says this occurs because he Is a 
"soft touch" when It comes to dls­
c-lplln tng or dismissing people. 
Mrs. Reagan had previously de­
nied that she played any role in 
the dismissal of administration of­
ficials. 

The president and his wife 
made the comments In Interviews 
for an hourlong special on Mrs. 
Reagan that will be broadcast 
Monday on NBC-TV. 

The show was previewed for re-: 
porters yesterday. • 

In the Interview, Mrs. Reagan 
says she would like the president 
to hold a "get-acquainted" meet­
ing with the Soviet leader, Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev. so tbey "could just 
sit and talk" and "get a feel of 
each other." 

An NBC correspondent. Chris 
Wallace, Interviewed Mrs. Reagan 
over several months· and was giv­
en exclusive glimpses of the Rea­
gans· life at their Santa Barbara. 
l 

Calif., ranch and the presidential 
retreat at Camp David. Md. 

Wallace reported that Reagan 
aides said ·Mrs. Reagan "was a 
major figure in helping push Alex­
ander Haig and former national 
security affairs adviser William 
Clark out of the Cabinet." Haig 
was secretary of state. • 

Mrs. Reagan told Wallace that 
after her husband's re-election 
last year. she wanted a purge of 
the Cabinet "to get rid of people 
who had outlived their useful-
ness.'' 

"Instead. the presldeqt asked 
the entire Cabinet to stay on." he 
reported. 

Asked If she thought Gorba­
chev is a "better propaganda 
spokesman for the Soviet Union," 
Mrs. Reagan replied: "I think 
that's so. I think he has . .. yes, 
it's morP. of a PR feel." 

On the·question of whether she 
would like to see a Reagan-Gorba­
chev suinmtt meeting. she said: 

"It would be nice If the two 
men could just sit · and talk, just 
talk. Just to have a . . . get a feel of 
each other. That would be a good 
idea. but I'm not talking a su_m-j 
mit. I think a meeting should 
come first. 

"Just to get acq lnted." she 
said. ·• 
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NBC, NBC News Special: "Profile of a First Lady" (tentative 
title) An unprecedented look into the private and public life of 
First Lady Nancy Reagan. 

upi 06-21-85 04:58 aed 

Nancy Reagan says she'd like the president to hold a "get 
acquainted" meeting with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev so they 

"could just sit and talk." The first lady talks about her husband in 
an (N-B-C) interview to be aired Monday. 

upi 06-21-85 12:47 aed 
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Friday, June 21, 1985 

~,,~~NEWSMAKERS~~~ 

GiDing notice 
Nancy Reagan comes clean in 

an NBC special on her to air 
Monday. In the show, the first 
lady contradicts previous state­
ments that she wields no influ­
ence over administration hirings 
and firings. "I'm very aware of 

Nancy Reagan 

people who are trying. to take 
advantage of my husband, who 
are trying to end-run him, lots of 
the time, trying to use him," she 
said. "I'm very aware of that All 
my little antennas go up." She 
said she would "try to stop it" by 
either "telling him or by telling 
someone else/' 
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R. REAGAN: ... ~. 

AGCA: 
RepaJc:I friend? 

JOHN PAUL: 
Agca' s vic:tim 

. HAUPTMANN: 
Spouse innooent 

First· lady has a say 
in area of personnel 

- NucJL.Bapa says she uses "all my little 
antennas'~erret out White House personnel 
problems and will "try to stop it" if she thinks 
someone is not serving her husband well. 
Predde■_. lhllpa, meanwhile, says this oc­
curs because be ls a "soft touch" when it 
comes to disciplining or firing people. 'lbe 
president and his wife make the comments in 
interviews for an hour-long special on the first 
lady, which will be aired Monday on NBC-TV . 

• • • 
A judge suggested Thursday in Rome that . 

Tw1dsh terrorist Meblet All Apa tried to 
repay a childhood friend for taking part in the 
shooting of Pe,e 1-■ Pul D by refwdng to 
identify him as a third gunman allegedly in­
volved in ·the attack. Agca, who said Wednee­
day a third Tw1dsh terrorist was in St. Peter's 
Square during the May 13, 1981, attack, inllist­
ed Thursday be knew the man only by the 
code name AW . 

• • • 
Six visiting emissaries of the Dalal Luna 

will not be allowed to enter Tibet, which was 
annexed by the Chinese in 1951, a delegation 
member said Thursday in Peking. "The Chi­
nese do not want us to go," said the unldenti­
fied envoy. He said the Chinese will only let 
them visit western China's Qinghai province, 
which has a large Tibetan population and is 
considered by many Tibetans to be part of 
their former kingdom . 

• • • 
Comedian MIHea Berle was released from 

Cedar&-S1nai Medical Center in Los Angeles in 
good condition Thunday, 10 days after under­
going quadnlple heart bypass surgery. "His 
recovery has been absolutely outstanding,'' a 
hospital ~n !Qljd. "They bad planned 
on releasing him Friday, but his condition was 
so good they decided to release him today." 
Berle, 76, the cigar-ffflloking "Uncle Miltie" to 
milllons of television fans hi the late 19tCE and 
1950s, underwent the four-hour heart opera­
tion June 10. 

• • • 
.uaa Ba■,.._, widow of Brue Blellard 

Ba■pla••• executed 51 years ago for kidnap­
ping and murdering the son of famed aviator 
Cltarlea U.INqll, asked a federal appeals 
court Thursday in Philadelphia to allow her to 
prove her husband was innocent ol the crime. 
"He never kidnapped any baby, never," she . 
said prior to oral arguments in the 3rd U.S. 
Court of Appeals on her effort to revive a civil 
lawsuit dismissed last year in New Jersey. 
Tbe suit named the state, the FBI and the 
He■nt Corp., andaDlpd &CQlllpl'IICJ' to con­
ceal evidence. 

·---------
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A close look 
at .First Lady 
NancY. Reagan 

''There's never been a first 
lady quite like her," says Bob 
Rogers, the producer of an NBC 
documentary profiling Nancy 

I 

Reagan that airs Monday. "With 
the possible · _exception of 
Rosalynn carter, there's hasn't 
been a first lady who's been in­
volved with her husband's 
career to ttlls- .-U: Pat Nixon, 
for instance, was really just the 
pr'5ident's wife. But. Nancy 
Reagan, as·far back as 1966, has 
been a mover and shaker in her 
husband's career." 

The NBC crew, led by Rogers 
and reporter Chris WallilCe, 
were given extaordinary access 
to Mrs. Reagan. Rogers says no 
subjects were off-limits, but Mrs. 
Reagan·often answers with a curt 
"I'm ~t going to tell you" when 
a sensitive subject is broached. 
For example, at one point, 
WallilCe asks Mrs. Reagan if the 

staff uses her to send messages 
to the president. She replies: 
"I'm not going to tell you." 

The documentary's point of 
view is "objective," Rogers 
maintains. Among those inter­
viewed are three of the Reagan 
children as well as former and 
current associates. The program 
examines Mrs. Reapn's family 
history and film career, but 
mostly focuses on the first lady's 
role in the White House. 

"Several of the people inter­
viewed believe that Ronald 
Reagan wouldn't be president 
without her," says Rogers. "She 
takes care of the hard stuff that 
he doesn't like to do. She's also a 
woman who's protective of her 
husband, taking steps to stop 
what would hurt him. She wor­
ries that the president doesn't 
complain about a problem, until, 
in her opinion, it's gone too far. 

Nancy Reagan 
She believes it's easier to stop it 
right at the besinning." 

A portrait of a shrewd, bull­
headed woman emerges. 
Wallace asks if the president 
ever says no to her. "Yes," she 
says. Asks Wallace: "Does that 
end itl" "Not always," replies 
Mrs. Reagan. • 

"If people are expecting a 
White House tour, they 
shouldn't watch this program," 
says ~asers. "It's a profile of a 
first lady who's very much a 
political player, but it's also the 
story of a 33-year • love affair 
tllat's remarkable to see." 

-TV Data 

I 
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NBC gets 'unprecedented' 
• in-depth look at Nancy Reagan 

An unprecedented in-depth look into 
the private and public Uves of America's 
First lady, Nancy Reagan, will be broad­
cast in a special one-hour NBC News p~ 
gram Monday at 10 p.m. 

''The First Lady, Nancy Reagan'' will 
be anchored by White House Correspon­
dent Chris Wallace, wbo has been given 
extraordinary access to Mrs. Reagan, 
her family and friends. Bob Rogers is the 
producer of the 1>rogram. 

In addition to interviews with Mrs. 

Through these and other interviews, 
"The First Lady, Nancy Reagan," will 
present a heretofore unknown side of 

• Mrs. ~gan - how she deals with the 
task of juggling the most public life poul­
ble and maintaining a semblance of nor­
malcy ln the private Ille of the Reagan 
family. 

"Rather than exal'nining just the role 
of First Lady, we will examine the per­
sonal side of Mrs. Reagan through the 
eyes of those closest to her," says p~ 
ducer Rogers of the NBC News special 
program. Reagan and President Ronald Reagan at 

both their Santa Barbara ranch and 
Camp David, Wallace will talk with Edi-
th Davis, the First Lady's 88-year-old NBCpholo 

mother at her home in~; son~- White House Correspondent Chris 
aid Reagan Jr.; Mrs Reagan 5 stepchil- Wallace left enjoys a 0 ood laugh 
dren, Maureen and Michael; and friends , , e 

· of the First Family, including Bonita with the President and Mrs. Rea-
. Granville Wrather• (former actreui and , gan at their beloved Rancho Del 
.P~).; ; :~· , • . _ : -··~.le\o_i~SantaBarbata1'C8l~.'• •, 
~, ·-~···· .. \, • • ,1. .... • ... .J..,, . i •• .... . ,-. ' 
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NBC special presents 
profile of- Nancy_Reagan 
By Andrew J. Ed.Nin 
Ne.JtJ111t ~ •uac11•a • 

"Tllen'1 never been a ftnt lady qlllte Uke ber," 
•YI Bob ROIIII, llleproduc:erof u NBC doclllneD­
W'Y proftllq Nacy ~ tllat aln llollday, 
June 24 (10-11 p.m., OanNII 5 and 7). ''Wltb tile 
poalble escepdoa ot RcalyDD carter, ........... , 
been a t1rit lady wu'I been IDYOlYed wltll ber 
bUlbud'I career to tllll aleDt. 

NPat llflmn. tor lllltaDCe,, .. nilly JUlt tbe 
preiddeat'I wife. But NaDcy ·~ - far back .. 
1986, bal been a movwadmkerla ber blllbad'I 
career." 

Tile NBC cm, led by Raaen 111d nporter Cllrll 
Wallac:e, wen pvea tm'IIGl"dbmy eccea to Mn. 
a.,.._a..,.aysnolllbjedlwereoff-llmltl,but 
Mrs. Reapa ofteD .....,. Wltll • curt •rm not 
IOilll to tell you" -- a N8lltlve IUbject II 
broac:bed. For e:itmple, • one pelllt la tllle apecial. 
Wallace 111111 Mn. Reapa If tbe Dff UNI ber to 
send m r II r •-, tbe pnl!lldent Sbe replies: "fm 
not 80111& to tell you." • 

Tile dOCllllleldU7'I polDt of view II "objective," 
Ropnlllllwl,w AIDOllltllGlelDtmnewedare 
tbree of tbe Rt8111l clllldrea •well• former and 
current aaoclalll ne proanm eumlMI Mn. 
Reapn'I famlly lllltory 111d ft1m career, but IDOltly 
fOCUlel OD tbe ftnt lldy'1 role la tile WbJte BOUie. 

"SeYeral ol tbe people IDtervlewed belleve tbat 
Ronald .Reepn wouldll1 be pnllldellt wltbout ber," 
•YI Rapn. "SIie 1alll care of tile llud ltUff tbat 
be .caoe., Uke to do. Sbe'1 allo • woman Who's 
protective of ber blllbud, talEID&ltelll to ltop wbat 
would a.art blm. ~ woma tblt tbe pre■kleat 
doesn't complala about a problem unUl, la ber 
oplnloll. It's aone too far. Sbe bellew:s It's easier to 
stop It rl&bt at tile bellnntna " 

A portrait ot a lllrewd. bull-beeded woman 
eme,.._ Wallace ulll If tile prelldent ever •ys no . 

NBC correspondent Chris Wallace 
talks with Mrs. Reagan at her ranch 

to ber. "Yes," sbe says. Asks Wallace: "Doel't tbat 
end It?" "Not always," replies Mrs. Reapn. 

Wben Wallace asks former Reapn aide Lyn 
Nofziger If It was true tbat Mrs. Reapn wouldn't 
talk to blm for six months, be replies, "Make It 
tbree months - let's not uqgerate." 

"If people are ellJ)eCUnga Wblte Rouse tour, tlley 
sbouldn't watch tbls prOll'8m.'' says Rogers. .. It's a 
profile of a first lady wbo's very much a pollUcal 
player, but It's also tbe story of a 33-year love affair 
tbat's remarkable to see." 
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• HOW POWERFUL IS SHE? • I ,. 
I 

- I 

. DOCUMENTARY LOOKS AT MRS. REAG~ 
• • • • I 

By BETTY CUNIBERTI, 
Times Staff Writer 

WASHINGTON.:...Forth~e 
intrigued by the Nancy 

. Reagan mystery, a one­
hour NBC documentary to be aired 
Monqay night at 1,0 offers a sub-

. stantial peek behind her curtain of 
privacy. • . 

Is she a rich, µ-aditional wife who 
cares only about her husband and . 
her clothes? Or is she a powerful, 

. political force in the White }louse, 
the person pulling the President's 
atrtnss? ' 

The . documentary suggests that 
she is a little of both. 

Th~ First Lady admits, if vague­
ly, that she plays il key role in 
White House personnel deci­
siona-aomething that has long 
been reported but that she has 
always denied. _ 

Knowing ~er reputation for coy 
evuiveilesa, NBC White House 
correepondent . Chrla W~ce said 
he warned _her before they began 
taping that he. already had fllin of 

Mrs. Reagan now has th.e freedom of no more campaig71is~ . 

several credible people describing get along with . . . a very shrewd 
her powerful role, "And I told her," judge of character . . •. either a 
said Wallace, "that if she giggled · very powerful ally or an enemy 
and said, 'Who, me?' that she would you don't want to have." 
look stupid." . • • • Her stepson, Michael, saying, 

Mn. Reagan tells Wallace that "Without . her, :Pad probably 
she II "aware of, people who are · wouldn't be President of the United 
trying' to · take advantage of my States." 
husband,'' and then, when she sees Political consultant Stuart Spen­
something she doesn't like, "I try to • • cer, who has worked on campaigns 
atoP It . . . _by telling him or telling for both Reagan arid· Gerald Ford: 
aomeoneelae." • "She'd call me and say, 'Spency, 

"\ . 
band took office,. "liberated by het; 
new popularity, by her greater, 
awareness of the platform she hQSJ 
by the fact she'll never have to flJ~ 
another election." But he al~o. 

• quotes another reporter as saytri&I 
th;at she merely has learned better: 
"how to play the game," to present 
herselfbetter. ,: • 

After a ~onth of negotjating, the' 
film1ng began, and Wallace wasi 
givei;i access to many places tliat 

_.are . off-limits to reporters: th~ 
White House living quarters, Camp, 

She never admits to any specific you really screwed up.' . .. We 
instance where she had a voice in include . her in a lot of decision 
having someone removed. As is her making in the politicai process 
natw-e, she doesn't delve deeply . w_hen we're in U,.e campaign.'' 
into details- on •ny subject .that is • Longtime Reagan aide Edward • 
considered controversial fo~ her,. Rollins:' "I think that she wanted 
offering lengthy thoughts only on • ·him to be President probably more 
such subjects as the assassination than he wanted to be President." 
attempt ("I remember the voices And Michael Deaver, the former 

• David, the ranch in Santa Barbara,! 
the inside of the Vatican and even1 

her ailing mother's residence 'm! 

. . . . the smells . . . I remember Reagan aide who dealt with her the 
everything") and the death of her most in the first term: "I think she 
stepfather, which brings tears .to ·understands better ·riow than she 
her eyes. But she offers enough did at the beginning that she is in' a 
new,-glimpsea and hints to add more position for th~ first time in her life 
clarity • to her somewhat blurry . to .be more than just Mrs. Ronald 

• image. Reagan . . . that she can do some­
•· Wallace spent five months on the thing with · her life independently 

piece and obtained the heart of her which can make a change for the 
po~ait fro~ other people: • good." • 

Her son, Ron; saying that she ta Wallace preeents her u a woman 
''not always : the easiest person to who has changed sinee her bus-

. ' . . 

Arizona - --! i 
. • ... ·1 

Mrs. Reagan: appeared to be mor.e! 
·comfortable and open with Wallace! 
than she has been with o~~r, 
reporters. He interviewed her s~i- : 
eral times for a total of about three: 
hours. · . I 

"I think she wants people ;~ ; 
~ow what a key player she is (n 
her himband's success," Wa~ce: 
told The Times. "She would, de~ , 
it, but I think she looks to htstorY, ; 
to spreading some of the crecltt I 
·around, at least iri her aubcorl- : 
scioua." 
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At the Reagans' ranch : • • . 
An in-depth IooJt into the prlvate·anc1 public UV• of left, eiqoya a laugb .witb Uie Prelldent and Mn. 

Ain~rtca'B flrBt lady, Nancy RUIP, wDl_be CUID ID ~ at tbelr Raacbo Del Clelo in Santa Barbara, ·' 
a special NBC News PfOll'llll alrilll na·t lt16 )a.ID. tall[ • • 
Monday. Wb1te Bouse coma,...,_ c;:llrta lralllm. ) 
_..,,.,...~ ... 

~ By ANDREW J. EDELSTBIN 
"If people are expecting a White House tour, they sbouldn'i 

watch this program," says Bob R-ogen, producer of an NBC 
~~ws documentary about first lady Nancy Reagan airing Mon• 

- day, June 24. 
: . . "It's a .profile .of a first lady, who's ver,y much a political 

player, but it's also the story of a 33-year love affair tllat's re-
markable to see. • . • 

"There'.s never been a first lady qulte like her," says Rogers. 
"With the ~Ible exception of Rosalynn Carter there hasn't 
been a first lady who's been involved with her bysband's career 
to tbis- extent. Pat Nixon, for instance, was really· just· the 
president's wife. But Nan'7y Reagan, as far back as 1966, has 
been a mover and shaker in her husband's career." 

• The NBC crew, led by Rogers and reporter Chris Wallace, 
were given extraordinary· access to Mrs. Reagan. Rogers says 
no subjects were off-limits, but Mrs. Reagan often answers with 
a· curt "I'm not going to tell you" when a sensiUve subject Is' 
broached. For example, at one point, Wallace asks her if the · 
staff uses her to send messages to the president. Sbe replied: 
"-I'm not going to tell you." ' . • • 

The program examines ber family history. She was a~n­
ed by her father when she was one year old and lived witb rela­
tives until age seven; w~n her mother mar,led Dr. L!?Yal Davis 
and be adopted llel'. . _ ._" . , . 
• "This perhaps eJPlalna her expectations for· perfection in her 

• family life, ''-says~era. ll a1ao looaatlllr &Uacareer_:_._. • 
"I am probably tile penoa la A111rlea le watch every _ 

film Naney _Davis evw " 1QS Jlelln. ''Gile of them, • 
'NigbtlntoMondng,' lllatbai.'' 

Butmostof_tbepro • lbe ftnt•••rolein the 
White HOU!)e. · :,; . . . •• 



"Severa! of tne people Interviewed believe'. ·that Ronald 
Reagan wouldn't be DNlldeDt wttbout ber," says Rogers. "She 
takes care of the bard atuff that be doesn't lite to do. 0 

• 

"She's also a woman wbo's protective of her husband, taklnJ 
steps to stop wbat would burt him. Sbe wofrles that the presl· 
dent doesn't complain about a froblem unw, ln ber ~. It's 
~R~.}~· She believes Its easier to stop:~~at the 

""'.fi;'~alt of a lhmid, bull-beaded woman emerges; Wallace 
uu If tbe president ever says no to Ids wife. "Yes," tbe Ont 
lady ~lies. Asks Wallace: "Does that end It?" "Not always," 
lbenplies. • . 

Wben Wallace asks former Reagan aide Lyn Nofziger If It wu 
true tbat Mn. Reapn wouldn't talk to blm for six months, be 
replies, "Mate it three months - let's not exaaerate." 

Rogen Insists tbat the timing for the sbow ls rlgbt and tbat 
it's not an early-summer puff piece. 

"Mn. Reagan ls newly self-confident," be says. "Wben she 
went to see the Pope It wasn't u a president's wife wearlng a 
lace mantilla, but as a woman ln a business suit witb a cause. 
She was a big bit ln Europe, while lier blllband was stumbling 
at Bitburg." • . · 

I 
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and spice ... and steel 

L
os ANGELES - Nancy Reagan. II ... tbe 
power behind tbe White House throne? Does she 
tell her husband what to do about tbe issues of 

our times? Is she a fierce protector of the presidential . 
nest? Or is she a dutiful, sensitive and vulnerable house-
...:~? wue. 

At various times, according to NBC White House cor­
respondent Chris Wallace, America's first lady is all of 
tbeabove. 

"In brief, she wants America to remember the 
Reacan presidency with love and affection," Wallace 
llicl. "For herself, she wants to be remembered as 
America's best first lady." 

Wallace talked about the Reagans here after a pre­
view showing of a one-hour NBC News program called 
"The First Lady, Nancy Reagan," which will be aired OD • 
Cbannel 39 at 10 p.m. Monday. 

1be program offers a rare, revealing and intimate 
view of some of the things that go on behind usually 
closed White House doon. Wallace and his crew began 
work on the Nancy Reagan project last fall, interview­
ing the family, several White House assistants and 
friends. 

Wallace said he talked with Mn. Reagan and her 
husband for more than three hours in three places: in 
the White Howie living quarters, at Camp David and at 
the Santa Barbara ranch. 

Wallace also chatted with Edith Davis, Mrs. Reagan's 
88-year~ld mother, at her home in Arimna; with son 
Ronald Reagan Jr., and with stepchildren Maureen and 
Michael. 

Wllat elllflles from all die &alk ii a eomplex woman 
and, when tbe program is over, viewers still might not 
be able to mate up their minds about Mrs. Reagan. 

"Those who admire her will be reinforced by our 
presentation," Wallace said "Anti-Reagan people DO 
doubt will see the negatives and say, 'I told you so.'" 

The program does demonstrate that Mrs. Reagan has 
power, that she advises her husband, but also that he 
does not always follow her advice. 

After the Reagan re-election, for instance, she wanted 
to "purge" the cabinet, to drop certain people she felt 
weren't doing their jobs, but the president refused. 

~en SO, W~ce said, "In terms of influence, .... 
goll!i_ to rank nght up there (wit,b the most powaflll 

TV /RADIO CRITIC 

presidential wives). She's an extremely complicated 
person ... more than I believed ... On the other hand, 
she's more vulnerable and warmer than I believed. She 
reads a great deal, she talks all the time, especially on 
the telephone, she worries about many things going on 
in and around the presidency. They (the Reagans) watch 
all three news shows (on television) every night." 

Mrs. Reagan often helps with sensitive and embar­
rassing matters concerning staff. 

She says of her husband: "He has a very difficult time 
with personnel problems." 

The president: "It's difficult for me if there's changes 
needed." 

Mrs. Reagan: "It's hard~ for him." 
The president: ''Because rm a soft touch." 
The presumption is that Mrs. Reagan is not. . 
Wallace, wllo describes laimlelf u a "Nancy watdler" 

for the past five years, is considered a favorite of the 
Reagans among members of the Washington press 
corps. Wallace got the first interview with Mrs. Reagan 
after the inauguration in 1981. Wallace said that for 
Monday's interview program the Reagans imposed no 
limits on topics to be talked about. 

The documentary shows tape of Mrs. Reagan doing 
her famous "prompting" as the president appears to 
lose his train of thought during a meeting with the prea. 
(She said she were merely talking out loud to herself.) 
However, she also is shown on her crusade against drug 
abuse, a mission that has taken her from the Vatican to 
ghetto schools. Mrs. Reagan also is seen on a tender 
visit with her mother whom, she says, she calls every 
day, DO matter where the Reagans are. 

Still, top-level presidential aides in the White House 
(including F.d Rollins, Mike Deaver and Stu Spencer) are 
impressed with her steel: 

"SIie ntdles over (the president) lite a lioness pro­
tedilll lier cub .. . I sometimes think if there hadn't 
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been a Nancy Reagan there never would have been a 
President Reagan or a Gov. Reagan. ... 

''She bas power ... You get power in two ways, access 
and leverage, and she bas access. . .. 

"H she told me to jump, fd say, 'How high?'" 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko once asked 

Mrs. Reagan if her husband wanted peace or war. 

"Peace," she replied. 
''Then whisper 'peace' in bis ear every night." 
"All right. Ml whisper it in your ear, too." 
Mrs. Reagan, according to Wallace, bas bad her good 

years and bad in Wubington. 
"la die bepmlag lt was lier espeaive) clodles," Wal­

lace said, "redecorating the White House and buying 
china during a time when her husband was cutting wel­
fare programs, and the amllination attempt. All these 
brought ber weight down to 95 pounds. 

"Now she's perceived as being a warmer person who 
cares about people." 

Some golllipy comments from Wallace: 
"A lot of TV oewsmeu .roald love to be able to read a 

TelePrompTer as well as Ronald Reagan can. . . . 
"SIie bolds a grudge with the best of them. .. . 
"There's not a doubt in my mind that she bad a role in 
~r Haig leaving (the cabinet) ... . 

"She can be like a visiting bead of state . . .. 
"She granted the interviews because the last (Reagan) 

election is over, she's popular with the country, and we 
were the first people to offer an hour on prime time." 

Ronald Reagan Jr., their dancing son, said of his 
mother: "She can be a handful . .. She's a perfectionist 
... I don't tbint fd want her to be my boa." 

Mrs. Reagan's reply: "I know what I want. H I were 
working for IOIDebody, I'd want to know what they 
wanted." 

Mrs. Reagan played cat and mouse with Wallace 
about her true age. When she became an actress, two 
years were shaved from her birth date by her movie 
studio press agents (and now her official biography), 
proposing that she was born in 1923. New Yort state 
records indicate she was born in 1921. 

Which is correct? "I haven't decided yet," she said. 
Ronald Jr. says 1921. "He wasn't there." 

Family friend William F. Buckley, in a rare abllle of 

NANCY REAGAN 
"ne Fint Lady" ain Monday at 10 p.m. on 39 

English grammar, said of Mrs. Reagan: "She thinks (her: 
husband) is absolutely unique, that be should be o 
Mount Rushmore." 

Mrs. Reagan summed up the consequences of living in 
the world spotlight where every triumph - and eve 
pratfall - is magnified a thousand times: "You're lucky 
if you can have a private life and solve_ your proble 
privately. 
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of a shrewd first lady 
.. . 

By ANDREW J. EDELSTEIN 
TVDlta 

"li people are expecting a White House tour, they 
shouldn't watch this program," says Bob · Rogers, the 
producer of "Profile of a First Lady," an NBC News 
documentary airing Monday at 10 p.m. • 

"It's a profile of a first lady, who's very much a political 
player, but it's also the story of a 33-year love affair that's 
remarkable to see. 

'"l'here's never been a first lady quite like her," says 
Rogers. "With the possible exception of Ro&alynn Carter, 
there hasn't been a first lady who's been involved with her 
husband's career to her extent. Pat Nixon, for instance,' 
was really the president's wife. But Nancy Reagan, as far 
back as 1966, has been a mover and1halter in her 
husband's career." 

The NBC crew, led by Rogers and reporter Chris 
Wallace, were given extraordinary access to Mrs. Reagan. 
Rogers says no subjects were off-limits, but Mrs. Reagan 
would often answer with a curt "I'm not going to tell you" 
when a sensitive subject was broached. For example, at 
one point, Wallace asked Mrs. Reagan if the staff uses her 
to send messages to the president. She replied: "I'm not 
going to tell you ... 

1be documentary's point of view is "objective," 
Rogers maintained. Among those interviewed are three of 
the Reagan children q well as former and current 
associates. 'lbe ro am examines her family history (she 

/ 

was abandoned when she was a year old and lived with 
relatives until adopted by Dr. Loyal Davis when she was 7) 
and her film career. "I am probably the only person in 
America to watch every film Nancy Davis ever made" 
says Rogers. "One of them, 'Night Into Morning,' isn't all 
that bad." • 

But most of the program focuses on Mrs. Reagan's role 
in tbe'White House. • • • 

"Several of the people interviewed believe that Ronald 
Reagan wouldn't be president without her,'' says Rogers. 
"She takes care of the hard stuff that he_doesn'.t like to do. 
She's also a woman who'.s protective of her husband, taking 
steps to stop what would hurt him. She worries that the 
president doesn't complain about a problem until, in her 
opinion, it's gone too far. She believes it's easier to stop it 
right at the beginning." 

A portrait of a shrewd, bullheaded woman emerges. 
Wallace asks if the president ever says no to his wife. 
"Yes,'' the f:u-st lady replies. Asks Wallace: "Does that end 
it?" "Not always,'' replies Mrs. Reagan. 

Rogers insists that the timing for the show is right and 
that's it's not an early-swnmer puff piece. "Mrs. Reagan is 
newly aelf.-confident,'' he says. "When she went to see the' 
pope it wasn't as a president's wife wearing a lace 
mantilla, but as a woman in a business suit with a cause. 
She was a big hit in Europe, while her husband was 
stumbling at Bithurg." 
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By JOAN HANAUER UPI TV Reporter 
NEW YORK (UPI) Few first ladies have had such a rocky start as 

Nancy Reagan, but these days she does even better than her husband in 
the popularity polls. 

It's hard to believe the soft- spoken woman with the warm, wry 
glance that Chris Wallace interviews on the NBC News Special, "The 
First Lady: Nancy Reagan" to air June 24, 10-11 p.m . Eastern time 
began her stay in the White-House as "Queen Nancy" amid criticism of 
her expensive lifestyle and charges of insensitivity. 

Wallace said that in late 1981 White House pollster Richard 
Wirthlin and Reagan aide Michael Deaver began working out a plan to 
change her image . 

"We felt, at least I did, that if Nancy Reagan became better 
known, the real Nancy Reagan became better known , she would be much 
better liked, that she would provide some political leverage and some 
strong support to the presidency, " Wirthlin said . 

The single most important · factor in restructuring Mrs. Reagan's 
public image and perhaps her private image of herself was her 
campaign against drug abuse. 

Since 1982 she has traveled 70,000 miles and visited 44 cities, 
preaching that parents must help their children resist drugs and the 
number of anti-drug parents groups has grown from 300 to 8,000 . 

Mrs . Reagan no longer is content to remain in the backgrouund 
Wallace says she has discovered power, and discovered that she likes it . 
She has two prerequisites to power access to the president and 
influence with him. 

" She has as mu ch clout as she wants to , " said Edward Rollins, 
assistant to the president for political and governmental affairs . "I 
think if she wants to weigh in on something, it certainly becomes the 
focus of his agenda, and certainly can become the focus of a lot of 
other attention around the White House. " 

Her son, Ron Reagan, said: "She ' s a very shrewd judge of character 
and has a real sort of b l oodhound ' s instinct for people ' s hidden 
agendas . The bottom line for my mom is , is this person hurting my father 
or helping him?" 

She is said to have been a major figure in helping push Alexander 
Haig and William Clark out of the cabinet and in helping Deaver and 
James Baker gain control of the first term White House staff. She has 
generally sided with moderates over hard-line conservatives, relecting 
her interest in victory for her husband, rather than for ideology . 

She told Wallace she would like to see Reagan and Soviet Premier 
Mikhail Gorbachev meet. 

"It would be nice if there were a meeting where the two men could 
just sit and talk, just talk, just to have a, get a feel of each other. 
That would be a good idea, but I ' m not talking a Summit. I think a 
meeting should come first . " 

Wouldn't a meeting of the two heads of state constitute a Summit? 
"Well, a Summit, as I understand a Summit, is where you have an 

agenda and you have things, specific things, you ' re going to talk 
about." 

In the show she talks movingly of her childhood her often absent 
but beloved actress mother, the father with whom relations were 
strained, and her stepfather, who died in 1982 . Even now, her eyes fill 
with tears and her voice becomes husky when she talks of h i s 
death . 

She acknowledges that the last four years have changed her. I 
"I don't know how you could help but ... grow," she said. 

"You're exposed to so many different things, and so many different 
people, so many different experiences. I mean, in a way, even the 
negative things that all happened in the beginning were probably part of 
a growth process, you know?" 

Polls show Mrs. Reagan currently is rated second in popularity only 
to Jacqueline Kennedy among the last six first ladies, starting with 
Bess Truman. Of that, she said, "I hope they like me. But I think 
it's been a process of getting to know me and that took a long 
time." 

upi 06 -21 -85 04:58 aed 



I 

_ TV WORLD 

e:cr-·c.t.tc 
-.; ... ;.~ i; i; ,._ 

r · 

0 
ii 

BECfit1E t:~~T~P ,_ . .., ~ : -. , .. 
BETTER ~NOWN~ ' SHE WOULD 

...... 
' H : ._. 

' 

BE1p1ER 
r.:1~f!Nf~ 

SHE P.-.r.uyr,.--
. KUV d/t:. A!-Jn c·n:,it" ,, ,~ :..· vw ; :~ 

...,, .. .,,.,..,. '-' 

T~J:'-, ,,. ... 
PlHH 'l'f' _, ............ ..., 

SUPPOR T ~ T. 0 
-SINGLE 
T ,:or.:r­
~ ,i•;.i ui.. 

C·C '! 1\ 
._; i i .. J..:, 

• C- 1

~·}1 ~~ -1 cor;"' ~Hf: 1-iOC'"", -ror,1Jr t Ef'- -, rt : ft fl rr -~ 1·1 ~ ~ 0 ~.ir·: '~,' ... ~ s ·T.~ ~.I ;:-__ u ,;f .-1 (: l .... , '7.~ ~ .. ~; ~ 
' W..;. i"iw\._ ,J-.7\JC.. v : -. l•ij 'W l\:,fi~ l..-- ~ . f~ V.r -\.• lJ-\; , i,.,._;:._,w, ! i :i\i - - 1 1'"'! _,.. _., 

...... c ... rH·P"' " T""'T ·O"~Ct.' TC" -~u.-s'-r HJ:"' p TUC'lr'.· f'U!l -OOl:'\l cr~T/,'.'.·T r·, Cl}f;-C· 
--~~ \.tiw- 1! .1U. - HH -~-· rttr\l.. ;f,w i,: , .1 .... 1.. ~ - itl \. . ..a~ . vi iJ., l-. .r~1- rl ;·~ '- :..;•v i wr•\.,;..v 

THE t·WMBER OF:· ?. iut.:DRtJG .PliR'E?lT.S .. '. GRUUP·S.' HRS Gf.~om-r .FROrf 30(1 TD 
_· dtRS~ REAGAN 'i~o--L9UGER.-·rs . "CO.filE_?tF_ TO REMAHl Uf THE 

trlRLLft'CE -SAVS, S"HE. Hffs·,orscovERED PQW·ERJ fHlP · DISCOVERED ·1 ri:'r:~ 

·11. '""Ui- H'"·Ci T*'.-0' poE' 'P.~1:'U•T~TT~~ ·r;. · ~pntJ E•-~. nc· .... rc-e ::i..... t1..; , , i4 , l", ,., ... !:l · • ,., .., , t:. ..... _ U. ._ y. .. il l.. ... -.; ..., 
!'NFLUEHCE "f.l !TH "}HN. - . :.,l_. f·./\'~'.>'/ \ 

!n:•µ,r µ,AC P.C- . Mi'JrH '· r-1 ',Jl1' .• , ... c:S~~~>·l;~H1j c• I i, f'i:. !! Sf,· 1 .. ri ~ .. lHlP,.,P, .. ,·n ==-1.:rn_. L .... d.).S =, 
,.h i ~ ,,;:\J ,,i'W llVV) v .. \J.~ ·i . . r , ~ \ .,,,,.\ 6~ ~,.,, .,.J, v.. --I W' .,~ .. __. ·-- - -

TO .THE 
-• •"- ... ,... 

AN D 

RSSISTR~J TO 1HE PRESlDENt FOR POLITICAL AND 
.ltl ttfHti( : IF SHE WAHTS ro· ~E'IGt(-!'N ON 'SOMETHI NG;. IT CEJTA!H.LY BECOMES 
JH[ fflC.US ---o·r : Hrs AGE~l°'!h' filHr,tERTRHiLV C.frn 8ECl111t :-THE -FOCUS -Of- R 
,...,. rduco · CT ... t 'UTlOU 0 '0"'

1
l'UI'\' f~- i.iu Tr' C' -UOf ' C-t:' - ,; ur lJ ili l.i·, ♦ iJ l/ i.ii l· .. •;Jil 1,,, -.UJiti,; ·· J J.,t '_ n li

0

J. -: ' ;..., ;;l;.;J..;·1-. ' . 
_.· HER ·s.or-b. RO fl REA.GfHh _ s_~tD; ; •SHE:$_.' ~ VERY- SH~E1W JUDGE r µ ~PHf"TJ:: P 

'9' 1 .1 .StJ'\ J I. V l "- 1 \. 

'A~if-, uoc ·-0 c,.,i: lq j _ ~nP,._ TI ·nr,. J:p •nol\~r,m.1ot~ , T~l~THli•T i ~nP P, FOP, i_. F'S u.,,H:f,,,':._: ~.-.1 
, • ., IV iii~ .,;, If • .. •- --- • ~ \ir ) -· ~\..- w . . .ill.r;;v,1 •Y ,._.,,..,. .. • r.lw, r ,.. ,♦,. - - - -- • ., 

AGE ND.RS; 'iHE BOT TOM '{ HiE ''FOR,' M\' ~- J10M rs; 
cnnn::;;: · 11 ... - -~c-1 01ur, -)HM?• , _ i:··.:-·-" ' 
1 -n ; i ., ._ , , , v K ., , !i.,. ... 1 11 ,.. , ! • 1. • . • _ ,.· . 

SHE IS· Sfi!D- .. Ta,-·Hf!VE. BEEN A MOJrP. ·Frr.H~J:" · n 1 ii, : , ,;;• •J,•, ~ • WV f \_, 4 : :C: 

~H LL! R"i't ·CLARK OUT' OF THE CRB HlE T AND 
tmHROL OF 

HELPING 
HELPI NG 
HOUSE ST RF_F. 

MODERATE~ OYER HARD-Lt»E CONSERVATIVES! 
FO-R -HER 

. I 

l 
' 



,,... ' ... ,... ""'~~ V t t i.. 

n-r ~~P ~ 
'.II ,_, .,_ , ~ a 

TOLD 
iA t":: T 
ii i..~ i • 

r.; n n r·! ,.. __ __ 

inn:: .. ... ,, _ T6 SEE 

B!JT 
~ 1 J;:~:T ii 

, t • 1\. V : .I: 

.,. • .,..."'P 

Utt C 
1 i 

THE -TWO 
C!:C l . r:r: 
• i..~.i.. ..... ~ i 

T Hr .i? 1 ;.1 r~ 
1 ,;_:~ .. •• ,.. 

p J;~ ~~~ 7 ~ J;~ 
♦ l "o1- J ,J .. ri-P, 

t1EN COULD 

.. 
1 

OF THE TND HERDS OF STATE rni-iC~T T TlJT1=" 
vv : 1- : 1t t w ,•• 

C:! JMMJ T ·:= 
'-' .._. , ~ tr £ r • 

c~cr, 11-:- n 
~;;,_;.~:. :_'.. Z · 2 

Tu:-
t i J ;.. 

WERE 

t.1r11: 
i w,~;. 

C :_:r ~· 
.... i ;_ .. ..; 

!:" 1' i ! l.1 T TU 
i .-.a--. . ~.i, i i i 

r·, r: r.-:- u 
't.' '-;,; ~ i a 

r ,: ,_ _ , 
'- l..,,; ~ 
'W . i ;_ 

Ci r· v }J f".; u 1 ~ !\ r: r c­
; , ;... i -.... 1 ,- v ,., ... j,,_ ._ .. ;.;ii-,..; 

EX?OSED ·10 SD MANY 

1 ij\jf• ... ........ T···~•... '"· ... 1p1•~ T .. 
• ~t:1 'f., ~ t ~ :::, ) ~ f{ t.! • M . ~ ,_t ~\ 1't i ? l 

c-r: .r r· 1 r 1 r· 
...;1 1-. --.,~ : ~-:..., 

RCTRESS r·10THER ~ 

"rl.!Oi · 
·.H i.i i 

t QC·T 
¼.- 1: V J 

r·.1 rr; 
w•~v 

C:t' r·nri1~ c.· 
. ~i..V\;lia.'W' 

/ , 

r r ;,1n 
t ;; ""~-r ... , 

ll?:" no~· 
; i.. i i:·,. v 

COULD HELP BUT ... 
I 

!.i T 'TU ,, •• ; z i 

-t ae:·-; 
..._ _.: -._:~a 

ur~ 
: i- i... •• \ 

~ :_; t: ;.; 
~ •; ~ H 

~~ w ~ ·-· ; ; --

TU? ll 
i ~ : :,_ ; ·'\, 

f; C'T t:" hl 
•• ;; : Aa , 1 

TD ! ii~ 
; i : ;,,. ':", • ..;. 

Ll r: t : 
i l '- i '._ .t 

µ~p ., ... ; '\ 

r:c nr:r r- r 
: ..,._ .. -- ·· 

IN A WAY, EVEN THE NEGAT!V~ 

,-, ::"-. ,J"',. ~ : -,- l l 

U~~ U i~ I !"1 

1'~1)Jl/ 
i ':i o6 Hi"~ 

'T 7 Mr:' :! 
: :. ; ; i.. • • 

VDU 
SHDhl 

JRCQUEL !'f!E 

-c,o :1r·rcc· 
; ;· ... w~~vw. 

UPI 0£-21-85 06:46 RED · 

---~---•----:---- ,- - -- , , --. '•'i 

., -

}/r:.~ 
"· 

P. ~ ~ ,T r.J ~i T H r.; 
,_, 1- ,w,4 ,:~;11f'"1? 1' W 

!S RATED 
I . 

THE LRST SH~ 

l.' 

f 

.-

c--~ r· r1~; r\ 
._;.~;.--..; 1;~· 

PPPT 
J . , , .. 4 

·l TI/ l: 
... .i. i \ i.. 

t,i:: 
i 'j 1- = 

'TUC'T 
i .: : ii i 

...... 

I -

R 

T . .. 
- ft }.j f"; ... .... . .,.., 

I ' 



THE NATION'S NEWSPAPER 

PUBLISHED BY GANNETT 

FRI./SAT./ •. , JUNE 21-23, 1985 

Nancy opens 
door on her 
,life, power 
Special for USA TODAY 

Nancy Reapn wants the 
president to bold a aet-ac­
quainted meeting with Soviet 
leader MikJudl Gorbadlev to 
"get a feel of each other." 

She made the remar1l:S ln a 
candid interview to be broad­
cast on NBC-'IV at 10 p.m. EDT 
Monday. Tbe program ln• 
dudes glimpses of tile Rea­
gans' llfe at the White House 
and thelr ranch ln callfornla. 

Mrs. Reapn also said: 
■ Sile Is lntrlgued by Gorba­

cbev's Westemlzed lltyle. 
■ Sile uses "all my little an­

tennas" to ferret out White 
House personnel problems. 
When she learns of such p~ 
lems, she wlll "try to stop lt" by 
either "telllng blm or by telllng 
someone else." 
■ Sbe wanted a Purae of the 

cabinet after Reapn's re-elec­
tlon "to aet rld of people wbo 
bad ouWved tbelr metulneas. ", 

Also In the program: 
■ Ron Reapn said bis moth­

er bas "a real sort of blood­
hound's lnstlnct'' for those try­
ing to use the p)'.'eSident He 
added sbe can "be either a 
very powerful ally or an ene- . 
my you don't want to have." I 
■ lbe president admitted: 

"It's dl11cult for me if there Is 
some dl9clJ)llnlna that Is need­
ed, or even some cbanae of 
personnel. . . . In other words, 
rmasofttoucb." 

PRESERVATIONCOl'YJ 
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Nancy Reagan's life is 
explored in NBC_ special 
~y Marc Minnelli 

"Nancy Reagan," a 9-year­
old English boy once 
announced on British televi­
sion, "is in charge of 
America.". 

Antoinette. Let them eat 
Lenox." 

But the image most people 
have of Nancy Reagan will be 
challenged when NBC broad­
casts an authorized, in-depth 
portrait of her. The special, 
hosted and cowritten by NBC 
White House correspondent 
Chris Wallace, airs Monday, 
June 24 on NBC. 

"Mrs. Reagan cannot be 
described in one word," says 
Wallace, 37. "It takes many, 
including: complicated, 
smart, funny, weary and 
t1>ugh. She..bas man.~ yers t(l _ 
her - she's perfect, warm, 
pushy, savvy - but a person's 

Chris Wallace 

< image of the first lady 
depends where he or she 
stops. As a baby, Mrs. Reagan 
was abandoned by her mother 
and father, and all her life 

Many Americans agree. It 
shows by the \\'.ay we've 
dubbed first lady Anne 
Frances Nancy Robbins Davis 
Reagan. She's been called the 
Queen of the United States, 
Naughty Nancy and :-- in ref­
erence to Argentina's former 
controversial first lady, Eva 
Peron - Nanita. 

Then there are the nasty 
titles, expletives that remain 
unprintable. The first lady's 
lavish lifestyle ·_ the monies 
spent on White House china, 
Adolfo originals and private 
parties - cause constant 
comment. Says one Pontiac, 
Ill: woman: "Nancy Reagan 
reminds me of Marie 

she's been insecure. She final­
ly realizes her popularity is 
growing, but there will always 
be those who mistake her 
• insecurity for aloofness." 

Wallace, who waited four 
weeks for the White House's 
permission to begin the 
special, claims his opinion of 
Mrs. Reagan changed after 
working on the documentary. 
"I have a healthy respect for 
her now," he says. "Her asser­
tiveness has grown and she 
has a keener understanding of 
what it means to be first lady. 
And she's a good politician. 
She isn't Catherine the Great 
or Evita, simply one of the 
White House's top players -
someone who wants to leave 
her mark on history. And 
someone who will." 

PRESERVATION coJ'i 



By HELEN THOMAS 
UPI White House Reporter 

WASHINGTON (UPI) Nancy Reagan says she would like the president 
to hold a "get acquainted" meeting with Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev so they "could just sit and talk" and "get a feel of each 
other." 

She made the remarks in an hourlong interview and documentary 
entitled "The First Lady, Nancy Reagan" to be broadcast on NBC-TV at 
10 p.m. EDT Monday. 

NBC correspondent Chris Wallace interviewed the first lady over 
several months and was given exclusive glimpses of the Reagan's 
lifestyle at their Santa Barbara, Calif., ranch and the presidential 
retreat at Camp David, Md. 

The program stresses her new-found confidence, political clout and 
influence on the official side of the White House, particularly in 
personnel matters . 

Wallace reported that Reagan aides said the first lady "was a 
major figure in helping push (former Secretary of State) Alexander Haig 
and former national security affairs adviser William Clark out of the 
Cabinet." 

Mrs. Reagan told Wallace that after her husband's re-election last 
year, she wanted a purge of the Cabinet "to get rid of people who had 
outlived their usefulness." 

"Instead, the president asked the entire Cabinet to stay on," he 
reported. 

Asked if she thought Gorbachev is a "better propaganda spokesman 
for the Soviet Union," Nancy Reagan replied: "I think that's so. I 
think he has .. . yes, it ' s more of a P.R. (public relations) feel." 

On the question of whether she would like to see a Reagan- Gorbachev 
summit meeting, she said: 

"It would be nice if the two men could just sit and talk, just 
talk, just to have a ... get a feel of each other. That would be a good 
idea, but I'm not talking a summit. I think a meeting should come first. 

"Just to get acquainted," she added. 
Wallace quoted members of the National Security Council crediting 

Mrs . Reagan for breaking the deadlock in the administration between 
hardliners nd moderates over Soviet policy . 

He said: "Mrs. Reagan pushed her husband to cool his anti-Soviet 
rhetoric" and she would get upset over the labeling of Reagan as a 

"war monger." 
On another subject, she said, "I think I'm aware of people who are 

trying to take advantage of my husband, who are trying to end run him, 
lots of times, who are trying to use him. I'm very aware of that . All my 
little antennas go up ." 

Wallace interviewed three of the Reagan children and several close 
advisers regarding the first lady's personality . 

Only her daughter Patti, with whom relations have sometimes been 
strained, refused to be interviewed . 

Her son Ron, said: "She ' s a very shrewd judge of character and has 
a real sort of bloodhounds' instinct for people's hidden agendas." 

He added she can "be either a very powerful ally or an enemy you 
don't want to have." 

upi 06-20-85 06:04 ped 



'First Lady, Nancy Reagan' 
thoibugh, candid documentary 

HOLLYWOOD - No matter touching moment. 
how you feel about the Reagan Anchor Chris Wallace was 
administration, you will be im- asked why Nancy Reagan would 
pressed by ''The First Lady, submit to this revealing in-
Nancy Reagan," a remarkably terview. 
revealing profile Monday night "I can only guess," he replied. 
on NBC and Channel 3. "I think she now has some 

Impressed favorably or interest in showing who she-is and 
otherwise, of course. Very little what her importance is. I think 
of what comes out of the White she is concerned now with her 
House these days is received with place in history." 
indifference. He was asked for his percep-

lf you admire Reagan, you're tion of her, views gathered in his 
likely to find this hour unfairly By Bill Barrett five months on this project. 
tough. If you despise him, you TV Critic "She's an extremely com-
will probably condemn this pro- plicated person," he replied. 
gram as too soft. Whichever, it her family relationships. It di- "Tougher than I believed - and 
will tell you things about this scloses that she calls her mother at the same time more vulnerable 
woman you hadn't known. • every day, no matter where she is. and warmer than I thought. She 

In extraordinarily candid fash- It shows Mrs. Reagan in a visit has a good sense of humor - and 
ion, the Reagans allowed NBC with her mother - embracing she holds a grudge with the bcsy' 
White House correspondent •••J u•r, stroking her, the hour's most of them. / 
Chris Wallace and his cameras , ~ ~ ----,------------=--=-=====:::=::;;:; 
exclusive access in this program ,. 
to areas heretofore strictly off-
limits - the family quarters in 
the While House, the Santa 
Barbara ranch, the ·camp David 
hideaway. 

''There were no holds barred 
for this project," Wallace told us 
after the screening here the other 
day. "That was a condition we ; 
set before we began this project 
five months ago." 

Her clout and power within the 
administration are : freely ad­
mitted by Mrs. Reagan, who sees 
her role as that of protectress of 
her husband against those whom 
she regards as would-be 
manipulators. 

"It's difficult for me tQ 
discipline the staff or move 
personnel,' says the President of 
the United States of America in 
this program in acknowledge­
ment of his wife's role. He adds 
with a grjn: "I'm a snft touch!" 

We see the Reagans at 
breakfast at the ranch, exchang­
ing views on the role to be.played 
by Donald Regan who is now the 
president's chief of staff. At 
another point, we hear Mrs. • 
Reagan's opinion of the charisma 
of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and his wife -
impressive public-relations ap­
peal. 

In this fascinating profile, 
Nancy Reagan emerges 
ultimately as a complicated 
person tough, p~ivate, 
sensitive, powerful and, accord­
ing to some adversaries, relent­
less. 

"Relentless?" she ponders th,c 
question by Wallace: "I think ·1 
know what I want . . . I want 
people to love him as much 1,1 I 
do- I think they do don't 
Well, maybe not ALL of 

" ... 
The program contaiaa.­

rom some of the better 
f Nancy Reagan - she wu a 

pretty 8~ actress. I deals w~th 
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/ ~~iaJ provides ms· ·ht int 
-·~-- ' 

first_ lady NaDCy ~eagan~ 

: LOS ANOBLBS-ona nae por- , 
ttalta of famou people presented 

1 on 1elevlllon are 1ell than revel&- , 
. tb,ry. ID fact, tbey UIU8lly fall some­
~ between embarralstD8 
. C11""1nl and a batcbet Job. 

-..o;,.,_..._ 
• • uuw Wallace's portrait of Nan-
i:y_ ~Isa cut above averap. 
'lll"~tbe hourtona special, Ftnt 
• =:aaey RfM681J (at 8 p.m. l 

, June 24, rrvv-TV, Cban-
•• cable' t), NBC's Wblte llOUN• ·.r~.::~:=: 
iome..falclnatlq delcrtptlons ad 

·com~ about Mn. JleqaD. 
~'t.m not b.eevlly Into fa~" 

salit Wallace In a recent lntemew. 
-"It IMllied to me tb8t tbere ,... _ 
t1fO stories to lnveltlpte. O• It: 
-- flllllli'I aubltanthiJ• clout .. 
aie penODDeJ and poUdel of·111e 
~tbeotllerllthereceat 
taraaround In ber lmlae," 
• • >I 

:-; WaDace, ;m-.s II the IOD of CBS's j 
_... Wallace, salcl he was sur-
--::,t tbe alllMllt •~~IC­
~ta!! 1114 1111. NIC-ai'II- to j 
~.J.~ over, . ~f I 
~•-.Jib:])real. , · 

ilni:-:=:.-..= . . , . ...___ . . 
wltb them In th•~ Chris Wallace spend■- time wtth Preeldlltt_ and Mrl. ANgan In Rest.Lady, Nsncy Reagan. 

ettbeWbtt,lloue,Cainp 1 / , • _ _ . ---• ---

~·. 11111 klqe la - - p........... ................ • llllt aie .................. :ol 
, ,,,. ,'': ' 

1 
._ the UJ>P>81' that accompanied Mn. JlrL llllllll 1111 c:bnpd, partly · • • 

,: Wby he tboupt the pnvt- Realliil Into the White Bouse, she beca111e of the Presllent's popular-
- private Mn. Reapn 111dclen- WIii crltlclzed for everytblq from- lty but also becaUN of her own ef• 
'1' laned to let TV cameras Into _ her desl&Der clothes to her china. forts to cbange her Image. A 
., private Hfe, Wallace bad 10me WaJJace tblnJrs the drumming tdle · televlslon portrait allowing • her 
.~estma cx,mmentw. took was not totally unjustlftecl. 10fter alde undoubtedly Is part of 
i. "Ber ·h111band'• lalt election Is . the pJali. First Ladyls not a partle> dMr, ud tbat b8i been a Uberatlna "She was spencllng $800,000 re- uJarly soft portrait, but most vle1t• 

fllclQr tor her," he . Nld.- "Sbe dolq the White ·souse while ber en will i,robabJy llke what they 
... 't ba,.- to watcb henelf as hUllband was aJashlD& the bUdlet." see. 

_ =...,...._ Alto, lhe's more he sald. "It was consplcuous con• . "I think sbe wants people to 
now, .... tlllt .... ur ae- sumptlon that many people saw 88 know who she Is and bow lmpor-

~ - .--~c~'" . =~~ at best and lnlensltlve at tent she's been and contlnu~to be 
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Nac.m IOOk 
•~Reagan 

NBC ,le~ plans "an Ullprece. 

denied. ~ look" into the pri­
vate and :the public life of 
._, a :.lai~ an bour-long~~:---­
mentacy. "The First Lady, Nancy 
Reapn." The June 24 program Will 
be ..._ed by Wbtte -Rouae COlft­
Spclndent Cllris Wallace (son Of 
Mike), Who was gi'8l "extraordl-

• nary access" to Mrs. Reagan, her 
fatnlly - ~ a«'Ordlng to the 

-~ 

In addition to interviews ..itb the 
l)re8ident and bis Wife at their Santa . 
Barbara ranch and at Camp David. · 
Wallace Will talk to F.dith DavJs, 
Mrs. Reagan•s 88-year-o)d mother, 
at her ..,_. 1n Arianna; the Rea­
gan's son, lloa PNiacatt Beagan, and 
Mrs. Relaan's SlepcbiJdren, Mau­
reen and llktaaei 

's face bemrung 
Nancy R~ TV Guide (Chris 
on the upcom:ur Nancy Special, 
W~heds offne-yesterday, airs June 24 
polls o . - · · • · 
at lOpm?- · · 

FLINT, Ml 

FLINT JOURNAL 
E 111,000 • S 108,500 
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Tbe life of fint lady N•ncy Reagu will be Hplored la aa •atlloriz~ oae-lloar doeameotary, airing Monday, June 24 on NBC. 
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PRE ERVATION CO~ 



;'/' . ". • / r . _),- •~;'."r >.V~~~~ !,.(:{7. .,/·· f.lL!• 

' 

r,, ~ 

ECZE i,iAN, l~C:!!f1tl!l 

C ..... " ~' I·CT 1:' 
- .:. LL ~ -< JUN. 1 4 1985 '. 

:CVtNINC - ~ ,--{)~-e - ~ 

SlTN Pft.Y - 9 , 87 Qi 

NBC docu entary 
profiles Mrs. Reagan 
By Andrew J. Edelstein 

"There's never been a first 
lady quite like her," says Bob 
Rogers, the producer of an 
NBC documentary profiling 
Nancy Reagan that airs 
MondaY,, June 24. "With the 
possible exception of Rosa­
lynn Carter, there's hasn't 
been a first lady who's been 
involved with her husband's 
career to this extent. Pat 
Nixon, for instance, was real­
ly just the president's wife. 
But Nancy Reagan, as far 
back as 1966, has been a 
mover and shaker in her 
_husband's c~reer." 

Nancy Repgpn 

The NBC crew, led by Rog­
ers and reporter Chris 
Wallace, were given extraor­
dinary access to Mrs. Reagan. 
Rogers says no subjects were 
off-limits, but Mrs. Reagan 
often answers with a c1..rt 
"I'm not going to tell you" 

·when a sensitive subject is . 
• broached. For example, at 

one point, Wallace asks Mrs.' 
Reagan if the staff uses her to 

- • ·send ·messages to . th_et ~~h. ---

dent. She replies: "I'm not 
going to tell you." 

The documentary's point of 
view is "objective," Rogers 
maintains. Among those inter­
viewed are three of the 
Reagan children as well as 
former and current associ­
ates. The program examines 
Mrs. Reagan's family history 
and film career, but mostly 
focuses on the first lady's role 
in the White House. 

"Several of the people 
interviewed believe that 
Ronald Reagan wouldn't be 
president without her," says 
Rogers. "She takes care of the 
hard stuff that he doesn't like 
to do. She's also a woman 
who's protective of her 
husbaad, taking steps to stop 
what would hurt him. She 
worries that the president 
doesn't complain about a 
problem until, in her opinion, 
it's gone too far. ·she believes 
it's easier to stop it right at 
the beginning." 

A portrait of a shrewd, bull-
• headed woman emerges. Wal­
lace asks if the president ever 
says no to her. "Yes," she 
says. Asks Wc]lllace: "Does 
that end it?" "Not always." 
replies Mrs. Reagan. 

When Wallace asks former 
Reagan aide Lyn Nofziger if it 
was true that Mrs. Reagan· 
wouldn't talk to him for six 
months, he replies, "Make it 
three months - let's not 
exaggerate.'' : 

"If people are expecting a 
.White House. tour, they 
shouldn't ·watch this 
program," says Rogers. "It's a 
profile of a first lady who's 
very much· a political player, 
but it's also the story of a 33-
year love affai r that's 
re~lli:~~~ .t04!t;eJ:.,.•,:1•,, _, ~-
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iNancy Reagan subject : 
of NBCm;cleiith study i 
set to air June 24 //R ~ 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - Ff~ : 
lady Nancy.-Baagan will be the . 
subject of an in-depth study by ;I 
Chris Wallace on NBC's "The First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan," to air 10 . 
p.m. June 24. 

. I 
The show includes internews i 

with President and Mrs. Reagan, .1 

at their Santa Barbara ranch and • 
at camp David, as well as talks 
with first mother-in-law Edith Da­
vis, 88, and Nancy Reagan's son, 
Ron Jr. 

Also on the show will be Mrs. 
Reagan's stepchildren, Maureen 
and Michael, and such family 
friends as Bonita Granville 
Wrather. ._/ 

1 First lady runs 
her Own show 
By TIM BOXER 

HOLLYWOOD 
Nancy Reagan has 
been a tremendously 
huge influence on her 
husband, Chris . Wal­
lace found. 

The NBC White 
House correspondent 
anchors a ·one-hour 
special, The First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan 
on J une 24, at 10 p.m. 
onNBC. 

"It's the untold story 
of this woman's sub­
stantial clout on the 
government in Wash­
ington," Wallace says. 

Several people on the 
program talked about 
Mrs. Reagan's clout. 
They've seen her often 
on the phone talking to 
a network of people. 
Wallace found her to 
be an extremely com­
plicated person. 

"She's tougher and 
more powerful than I 
believed. She's a lso 
warmer and more vul­
nerable than I be­
lieved. 

"She holds a grudge 
with the best of them ." 

Wallace was sur­
prised at how passive 
Reagan seemed most 
of the time. He says 
Nancy seemed more 
dynamic. 

"He's passive and 
she willingly fills the 
vacuum. She's been a 
big influence on Rea-

NANCY REAGAN 
Lots of clout. 

gan's life." 

PRESERVATION eotif 
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CINDY- · 
"ADAMS 

Guided tour 
NANCY REAGAN will tiptoe through the White 
House on NBC-TV, on a one-hour documentary 
called, tentatively, Portrait of the First Lady. It's I an Informal look at her lifestyle. 

' The interlocutor is Chris Wallace, Mike's son. I Chris is a friend of the family. Thus, the program 
' ·vill make nice. No hooks, no rams, no errors. Chris 
: ~ ~diting the footage now. • 

i s .A -:"V news service, eager for a quickie interview to 
acix:m oany the airing of the documentary, was told 

• - - that Mrs. Reagan hasn't the 
time; that they should submit 
12 questions in writing; that 
she'll mail back· the answers. 
That's despite the fact· that 
the program took plenty of 
hour s t o do and Mrs. R al­
lowed plenty of hours to do it. 

It's schP~lttled for Monday. 
1:;-;;_ .. e 24, 10 to 11 p.m. 

* * * ' 
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PAGE SC I TUESDAY, APRIL 30, 1985 

STATION BREAK / Sue Mullin 

Nancy 
Reagan 
In.Depth 
F irst lady Nancy Reagan 

will be the subject of an 
in-depth study by Chris 

~ Wallace on "The First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan:• to air June 
24, NBC has announced. The 
show includes interviews with 
President and Mrs. Reagan at 
their Santa Barbara, Calif., ranch 
and at Camp David, as well as 
talks with the "first mother-in­
law;' Edith Davis, 88, and Nancy 
Reagan's son, Ron Jr. Also on the 
show will be Mrs. Reagan's step­
children, Maureen and Michael, 
and such family friends as Bonita 
Granville Wrather. Nancy Reagan 

• PRESERVATION COft 
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*** --'· 
Television networks are waging a 
quiet but savage struggle for film 
footage with Reagan-Nancy, not 
Ronald. Since the First Lady agreed 
to appear in one TV documentary 01 
her life, competitors have been beat­
ing down the White House doors de­
manding equal access and time. 

. . . 

.., 
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MAKING UP? Deaver, who was report­
edly on the outs with Nancy Reagan re­
cently, may have found a way to atone. He 
has been instrumental in paving the way for 
what ls expected to be a highly laudatory 
NBC commentary on the First Lady in June. 
And among the many Nancy experts to be 
interviewed is Deaver himself. V 

..... 
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LIFELINE 
A QUICK READ ON WHAT PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT 

- ~ 
NIGHT WITH NANCY: 
Ftrst lady Nancy Reagan will open 

heart and hearth to NBC News for an bourlong biographical 
documentary airing June 24. Chris Wallace reports the 
documentary wbicb features interviews with Reagan, her 
mother and close friends. 

Complied by Craig Wilson 

.WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1"7, 1985 ______ _:_::.:..:,~_,:__THE WASIUNGTON POST 

. The TV Colu,nn 
By John Carmody 

Washlngt.on Post Stall W~IA!r 

Also in the News 
· NBC said yesterday that its one­

hour NBC News Special, "The First 
Lady, Nancy Reagan," will air at 10 
p.m. the night of June 24 ... 
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