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E.O. 12065 : MI A 

HG S: NONE 
SUEJECT : ELLE INHRV I EII 111TH MRS . REAGAN 

1. FOllOIIING IN PAiiA 2 IS THE TE XT OF AN l ~TERV IEII 

11 1TH MRS. REAGAN I N THE JUNE EDIT I ON .OF THE 1/EEKLY 

r.AGAZINE, "ELLE ". PO ST \/I ll POUCH CO PY TO THE 1/li lH 

HOUSE . M~S . REAGAN DOES NO T APPEAR ON THE COVER AS \/AS 

EXPECTE D. TH E EXPLANI.T ION GIVEN El" EL LE IS THAT l l 
SIN: ( THE INTERVI E\/ 111TH r.iiS . HAGAN FOR r,ARl (-CLAIRE 

APPEl<~ED LAST I/EEK, ELL E 010 I/OT HAV E AN EXCLU SI VE, 

AND 2i SI NC[ I T \/AS ( XFE CHD THAT Al,'~IHER r.~G AZINE or 
THE SA ME PU SL ISH ll;C, GiiOUP (PAP.IS-MATCH) ~'OULO US E A 

PHOTO or 60 TH THE FR £~1DEN T ANO MRS. REAGA:; , ELLE 

DECIDED NOT TO 00 SO. THE INH RVIE\/ IS ILL US TRATED 

11 1TH THREE COLOR PI CT URE S, OF MRS . REAG AN IN TH( RED 

DRESS , EATING 11 1TH THE PRE SI DE NT IN A SITTING ·ROOM, 

Al/0 RIDING iM CAL If ORN I A. 

2. TITLE : "NANCY REAGAN ANS\1£RS OUR INDISCRHT 

QUESTIONS : OUR SPEC I AL CORRESPONDENT, COLOME[ 

PRINGLE, ASKED HER I/HAT SH( CALLS THE PRESIDENT IN 

PRIVATE, \/HAT HER OPINION IS ON ABORTION ANO THE 

D_EATH PENAL TY, ANO IIHETHER SHE EVER GETS INVOLVED IN 

POLITICS . " 

BEGIN TEXT: "THE I/HITE HOUSE IS REALLY \/HITE . FOR THE 

LAST SEVENTEEN MOi.,)Hs, ANO FOR THE NEXT 1110 YEARS ANO 

SEVEN MON THS (UNTIL THEIR MAHOAT EXPIRES), THE 

REAGANS HAVE AB ANDONED THE SUNSHINE OF THE I/EST COAST 

AND TH( HI/ORY CHARM OF CALIFORNIA, THEIR COIIBOY 

BOOTS AHO THE RANCH THAT GOES 111TH THEM FOR THIS "HOME 

SIIE(T HOME" IN THE \/HITE HOUSE 1/HICH, BESIDES 

OFF I CIAL OFFICES, HAS 19 ROOMS, RECENTLY COMPLETELY 

REDECORATED BY TH( \/OM AN THAT THE AMERICANS, 

SARCASTICALLY OR DEMOCRATICALLY, CALL "QUEEN NANCY" 

ANO 111TH I/HOM I TODAY HAVE AN APPOINTMENT . 

OUR tHT ING· I/Ill H KE PLACE ON THE FIRST FLOOR, IN 

THE "LIBRARY,• AN AGREEABLE ROOM 111TH A VIEi/ OF 

NOTHING ANO LINED 111TH BOOKS SUCH AS "THE LIFE AHO 

DEATH or ABRAHAM LINCOLN,· TIHIT JUSTIFY ITS 6EING 

CALLED A LIBRARY . ON THE \/ALLS ARt SOME VERY GOOO 19TH 

CENTURY PICTURES AND SOME PORTRAITS OF INDIAN CHIEFS. 
OVER THE FIREPLACE, STILL ANOTHER PORTRAIT, BUT 
THIS ONE IS OF AN t.r,ERICAN CHIEF, GEORGE IIASHl~GTON 

HIMSELF, PAINTED BY GILBERT STUART . 

FOR REASONS OF PROTOCCL OR ORGANIZATION, I I/Ill EE 

INSTALLED IN THIS RC~M A 0Ut.RTER OF AN HOUR EEFORE 

MAOAr.£. 

ALREADY PRESENT IS C~E OF HER PRESS ATTACHES, A 

\ 

PHOTOGRAPHER I/HO I/ I ll FLASH EACH ONE OF OUR SM I LES ANO 

OUR HANDSHAKE, SOMEONE TO P.[CORD OUR CONVERSATION, 

_AND A TRAY Y.ITH TY.O LARGE GLASSES, T\/0 or IC[ TEA AND 

TIIO OTHERS FILLED 111TH \/ATER AT THE SAME TEMPERATURE 

IIHICH \IE \/Ill NOT HAVE TIME TO TASTE, MUCH LESS THE 

DESIRE. \/HEN SHE ENTERS PRECISELY AT 3:3C, THIN VERY 

THIN, A SMILE OH HER l lPS, -~ER JACKET -O VE R HER ARM 

ANO A 6AG, AS IF SHE ALSO \/AS VI SI TI NG, NANCY 

REAGAN I/Ill SE PRECEDED BY HER CH I EF PRESS ATTACH[ AND 

FOLLOI/EO BY A BODYGU ARD. POL I TE HANDSHAKES . FORMAL 

SMILES, MADAME SITS 00\IN. I SIT D01/H AS 00 THE 

OTHERS . THROUGHOUT TH( \/HOLE CONVERSATION THEY I/Ill 

REMAIN SEATED ON THE couc~. 

[LL( - TH I RTY ON( YEARS AGO, _ _you I/ERE NANCY DAV Is, 

ACTRESS. YOU MET RONALD REAGAN, ACTOR, ANO YOUR 

MARRIED. DID YOU EVER IMAGINE THAT YOU 1/0ULO BE THE 

FIRST LADY OF THE U. S. ? 

NR - NO. NEVER . I I\ARR I (0 AN AC TOR. 

EL LE - AT THIS TIME, DID YOU HAVE AHY POLITICAL 
CONVICT I OHS? 

NR - NO I \/AS NEVER INTERESTED IN POL ITICS. MY 

HUS BAND I/AS ALIIAYS INVOLVED IN POLITICS IH THAT HE 

BEC AM E ACT I VE \/HEN HE ,~S I NTERESHO I H AH I SSUE. BUT 

~E , AND I OOW T SA Y THIS 111 TH PRIDE , I KNE \/ VE RY 

L I TTLE ABOUT P OLITIC S, REAL LY VERY L I TT LE. 

lit ARE SEA TE D EACH ON c:;E SI DE OF TH E r I RE PLACE IN 

ARMC HA IRS CO VERED I N NEEDLEPO INT IN SHADE S OF PINK, 

Al r.OST COMF ORT ABLE, NOT ·TOO CLOSE, AS I f TO KEEP 

BT 
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ANY WAVES OF POSSIBLE EHOTION FR0ti 11£:ETING. NOT TOO 
FAR APART, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE DISTRESSED IF \It 

DISAGREE . NO, NO, IT IS THE CORRECT DIPLOMATIC 
DISTANCE, ONE WHICH lnPRESSES BUT GIVES NOTHING . IF 
11£ EACH REACHED OUT WITH A LEG llE WOULD BARELY-BE ABLE 
TO FIGHT A DUEL WITH OUR PUMPS. HER SMALL HEELED SHOES 
ARE PINK ANO GREEN . HER DRESS . HAS \/HITE AND PINK 
DES I GNS ON IT. PINK LI KE THE PEON I ES ON THE ROUND 
TABLE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE SQUARE ROOM. SHE HAS LOVELY 
HANDS lll!ICH SHE DOESN ' T USE. \/ELL SHAPED NAILS, NOT 
POLISHED. HER HANDS REMAIN POISED, CROSSED 011 HER 
KNEES. SHE HOLDS HERSELF VERY STRAIGHT. 

ELLE - THE NIG HT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL q _ECTION, WERE 
YOU SURPRISED BY YOUR HUSBAND'S SUCESS? 

NR - WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THE ELECTION VOULO BE VERY 
TIGHT AND THAT IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY TD WAIT ALL NIGHT 
FOR THE RESULT. SO I I/AS IN MY BATH ANO HE WAS IN THE 
SHOWER BEFORE GOING FOR COCKTAILS AT THE HOME OF 

FRIENDS, AS IS OUR TRADITION EVERY ELECTION . AND 
SUDDENLY I HEARD ON THE TELEVISION THAT HE HAD BEEN 
ANNOUNCED AS THE WINNER. I JUMPED OUT OF HY BATH, 
I/RAPPED HYSELF IN A TOI/EL, RONNIE GOT OUT OF THE 
SHOWER, AND THERE WE llERE, LOOKING AT THE 
TELEVISION. !£NCHANTING SMILEI. THEN THE TELEPHONE 
R-ANG . IT WAS CARTER \/HO CONF I RIIED THE RE SUL TS. BUT IT 
DIDN' T SEEM TO HAPPEN AS I THOUGHT IT SHOULD. I HAD 
PREPARED "YSELF TO STAY UP ALL NIGHT. 

ELLE - HOW nANY PF'OPLE WORK WITH YOU? 

NR - "HOW HANY ARE you,· SHE ASKS, ADDRESSING ONE 
Of THE PEOPLE PRESENT FOR THE MEETING? lAND THEREFORE 
USEFUL), TURNING HER EYES BACK TO ME ITHEY ARE SAID 
TO BE HAZEL, BUT ARE TOO FAR AWAY FROM NE TO 
VERIFY). "THERE ARE FIFTEEN PEOPLE.• 

ELLE - SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN FIRST LADY, YOU SEE" VERY 
CONCERNED ABOUT DRUG ABUSE ANO THE USE OF ALCOHOi. AHONG 
YOUNG AMERICANS. IS THIS A BIG PROBLEH IN THE U.S? 

NR - I HAVE ALREADY SAID, AND I REPEAT, THIS IS THE 
MOST DEnDCRATIC PROBLEH THAT 1/E HAVE IN THIS COUNTY, 
BECAUSE IT TOUCHES SO MANY Ali!AS, AGES, RACIAL 
GROUPS, POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEIIS. 
THE OTHER DAY; A TIIELVE YEAR OLD GIRL WAS ARRESTED 
FOR US I NG HEROIN. IN A NUPIBER OF CENTERS FOR DRUG 
USERS THAT I HAVE VISITED, I HAVE SEEN CHILDREN WHO 
STARTED USING DRUGS \/HEN THEY \/ERE NINE, TEN .. .. 

ELLE - HAVE YOU HAD THIS PROBLE" IN YOUR FAHILY OR 
AIIONG YOUR FRIENDS? 

NI - NOT IN MY FAnlLY. no BE UMOERSTDOO "DON'T BE 
RIDICULOUS"). BUT EACH ONE or us, IN THIS cou.rRY AT 

LEAST, HAS FRIENDS WHO HAVE HAD SERIOUS PROBLEHS. 

ELLE - HAVE YOU YOURSELF EVERY TAKEN DRUGS? 

NR - OH . NO, NO NEVER no BE UN:iERSTOOD: "THAT'S 
ENOUGH OF THAT . • FIRST, BECAUSf \/HEN I VAS GROWING 
UP, THERE WEREN ' T ANY DRUGS; ALSO BECMISE MY FATHER 

·wAS A DOCTOR, AND I STRONGLY DOUBT THAT 1/0ULD HAV' 
BEEN TEMPTED. 

ELLE - TO FIGHT THIS PRDBLEM~· oo YOU PERSONALLY TRY . 
TO INTERVENE AT THE LEVEL OF DRUG DEALERS? : \ 

"NR - NO, THIS IS NOT MY AREA. IT IS MY HUSBAND 11110 
TAKES CARE or THAT ANO HE HAS._ASKED THAT PENALTIES FOR 
DRUG DEALING BE MADE MORE SEVERE. 

ELLE - YOU ALSO CONCERN YOURSELF WITH AN ORGANIZATION 
CALLED "THE FOSTER GRANDPARENT'S PROGRAM. • COULD YOU 
EXPLAIN THE ROLE OF THIS ORGANllATION? 

NR - OH . IT'S A nARVELOUS ASSOCIATION. Ill MUST BE 
BECAUSE NANCY REAGAN ' S SMILE BLOSSOMED FOR THE FIRST 
TIME) . GENERALLY, ORGANIZATIONS or THIS KIND BENEFIT 
ONLY ONE PARTY. HOWEVER, THIS ORGANIZATION BENEFITS 
BOTH THE YOUNG CHILDREN \/HO NEED A LOT OF LOVE, 
AFFECTION, ATTENTION, (l'M TALKING or CHILDREN FOR 
T~E MOST PART \/HO ARE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED . ), AS I/ELL 
AS THE OLDER PEOPLE THAT ONE HAS A TENDENCY TO FORGET. 
SINCE TODAY 1/E HAVE BECOME SO ORIENTED TOWARDS YOUTH, 
AT A CERTAIN POINT IN LIFE, (I/HEN THE CHILDREN ARE 
GONE ), OLDER PEOPLE MAY FIND THEnSEL YES ALONE ANO . 
FEEL USELESS, UNOESIRABL-E, UNLOVED. GET THE TWO 
BT 
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SIDES TOGETHER AND ONE CAN GIVE TO TNE OTHER I/HAT IT 
NEEDS AND VICE VERSA. NO HOSPITAL CAN FULFILL THAT 
ROLE. THEY DON ' T HAVE SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL. THUS, 
SEN IOR CITIZENS HAVE A REASON TO GET UP IN THE 
KORNING . TO CONTINUE TO HAVE A REASON TO GET U, IN THE 
KORN I NG . TO CONT I NUE TO HAVE THE DES I RE TO LI VE. 

ELLE- YOU DON'T HAYE GRANDCH ILDREN. DO YOU REGRET IT? 

HR- YES. I AK DYING TO HAVE GRANDCHILDREN . ALL or A 

SUDDEN, NANCY REAGAN NO LONGER HAS THE FORKAl LOOK, 
OR A FIRST LADY'S SKILE SOFTENED BY PASTEL LIPSTICK. 
ANO INSP ITE or THE UNALTERED DISTANCE BETIIEEN OUR T\10 
ARMCHA IRS, I FEEL AN IKP ERC EPTABLE TENDERNESS FLY 
OVER THE PROTOCOL ATMOSPHERE AND JUKP OVIR THE SOFAS 
lllt ERE THE LI STENE RS ARE SEATE D, LISTENERS THAT I 
WOU LDN ' T HAVE INVITED IF MY ADVI CE HAD BEEN ASKED. 

ELLE- BASED ON SOME or YOUR STATEMENTS, YOU SEEK TO 
BE PREOCCUPIED BY THE 1/EAKENING OF THE FAMILY ANO or 
MORALITY IN YOUR COUNTRY. HOW CAN YOU INTERVENE ON 
THAT LEVEL? 

NR- IN CONTINUING TO TALK ABOUT IT AS I AM 
OOING . .. BUT .. . ANO I HOPE THIS IS NOT WISHFUL 
TH INK I NG, I BEL I EVE THAT PRESENTLY WE ARE RETURN I NG 
TO A STRONGER !SENSE OF) FAKILY TIES. IN A CERTAIN 
WAY, ONE or THE RESULTS or THE \/ORK ON All THESE DRUG 
PROBLEKS WITH THE PARENTS' GROUPS THAT I MENTIONED TO 
YOU IS .NOT ONLY THAT THEY KNOW KORE ABOUT DRUGS, BUT 
ALSO BECAUSE THEY tit FORCED TO GET INVOLVED IN THEIR 
CHILDREN ' S LIVES, FAMILIE S GET TOGETHER. SO THERE IS 
A LIGHT AT THE ENO or THE TUNNEL ... 

ELLE - DURING YOUR PRESIDENTIAL CAKPAIGN, IN 
FRANCE , 1/'E HAO THE IKPRESSION THAT YOU SHOll'EO VERY 
LITTLE Of YOUR CHILDREN IN COMPARISON TO THE CARTERS 
ANO EVEN TO THE NIXONS. WAS IT VOLUNTARY? 
HR - NO, OBVIOUSLY NOT. THE OLDER CHILDREN Of MY 
HUSBAND, HIS SON ANO HIS DAUGHTER, PARTICIPATED IN 
THE CAKPA I GN. KY DAUGHTER , OUR DAUGHTER, NEVER 
WAN TED TO CAMPAIGN . SHE DID NOT WANT IT. IT WAS NOT 
FOR HER. AND OUR SON WAS 1/0RKING. HE IS A DANCER, A 
BAL LET DANCER. 

ELLE - 1/E \/'ERE UNDER THE IKPRESSION JHAT IT WAS BECAUSE 
THEY DID NOT LUO EXACTLY THE LIFE THAT YOU WANTED .. 

NR - OH, NO. NOT AT ALL. I' VE ALSO SEEN THAT Ill THE 
NE\ISPAPERS. BUT THAT WAS NOT THE REASON AT All. 
LISTEN. OUR DAUGHTER IS AN ACTRESS. \IE \/!RE IOTM 
ACTORS. HOW 1/0ULD YOU .. GRAND LAUGH. IT D0£SN' T IIAKE 
ANY SENSE . AND NANCY PUT All HER ENERGY INTO OIIE LOOK 
AND ONE SMILE !BUT WITHOUT KOVING HER HANDS), TO 
CONVINCE KE . HOIIEVER, THE RUKORES IIERE PRECISE. .. 

ELLE - SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN AT THE llillTE HOUSE, HOW 
HAVE YOU SUCCEEDED IN PROTECTING YOUR PRIVATE LIFE? 

NR - I TRY IL AUGHl . I TRY TO DD IT. EVERYONE KUST 
HAVE A CERUIN PRIVATE LIFE .. I All NOT . . 1/'E ALWAYS HAVE 
HAD A PUBLIC LIFE WITH OUR FILKS, ETC . . . so KAYBE IT 
IS EASIER FOR US . BUT IN THE KOV IE CIRCJ.ES, ONE - IF 
ONE SO DESIRES - HAS A PRIVATE LIFE. \IE, NOW, 
CANNDl, BUT 1/'E TRY .. . 

ELLE - DO YOU KANAGE TO HAVE blNNER, THE T\10 or 
YOU, WATCHING TELEVISION: 

NR - SOKETIKES . AND IT IS LUXURY, A REAL LUXURY . 
!LAUGHTER) . IT'S FANlASTIC IIIIEN TH IS HAPPENS . 

ELLE - IS THERE A FILM IN llltlCH YOU PREFER RONAL D 
REAGAN AS ACTOR : 

NR - "KING ' S ROW. " I FOUND HIii MARVELOUS IN IT, AND 
THE FILII HAD A FANTASTIC DISTRIBUTION.-

ELLE - DO YOU KISS NO LONGER BEING AN ACTRESS? 

NR - NO. NOT AT All. 

ELLE - YOU SAID IN THE BOOK "NANCY, " IN I/IIICH YOU 
TO.L O YOUR LIFE STORY UNTIL TODA Y: "BE ING THE BEST 
POSSIBLE WIFE"1'0 KY HUSBAND WAS KY ONLY PROJECT . " TO 
THE IIOKEN or KY GEN ERAT ION, TH IS MAY SEEN A BIT OLD 
FASHIONED. lllt AT PLEASURE DOES THAT GIVE YOU? 

NR - TO MAKE HIK HAPPY? 
BT 
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OBTAINING THIS INTERVIEW WITH NANCY~REAGAN, IT WAS 
INTIIIATED THAT FEIIIN ISII AND ABORTION WOULD BE SUBJECTS 

THAT IT liOULD BE BETTER NOT TO IIENTION) . 
YOU SEE, 1/£ BELONG TO TWO GENERATIONS. AND liHAT 

IS TRUE FOR 11E MY NOT BE TRUE FOR YOU . BUT TH lS 

PRINCIPLE IS SUITABLE TO US, TD n£ AND TO HIii. 

ELLE - YOU ALSO SAID THAT YOUR IIOTHER WAS "AN IDEAL 

DOCTOR,S WIFE" . ARE YOU AN IDEAL PRESIDENT'S WIFE? 

NR - ONE CAN SAY IT OF ONE ' S IIOTHER, BUT.. NOT VERY 

[AS IL Y OF ONESELF. YOU SHOULD ASK 11Y HUSBAND. 
(LAUGHTER). TO SAY THAT ONE IS IDEAL SEEMS TO 11[ A BIT 

PRESUMPTUOUS . 

ELLE - llHEN YOU 11£T H ltl, YOU DROPPED YOUR CAREER AS 

AN ACTRESS. WHAT \/£RE YOUR PERSONAL AtlB IT IONS? 

NR - PERSONAL AIIB IT IONS .... 

ELLE - YES, PERSONAL. . . 
NR - FOR 11YSELF? (THIS IS A QUESTION THAT SEEtlS TD 

TROUBLE HER IT SEEMS SO USELESS). 

ELLE - YES, FDR YOURSELF. 

NR - S 111PL Y WANTED TD HAVE A HAPPY tlARR I AGE, 

CH I LOREN, A HOME. TH IS ODES MDT n£AN -- LET'S BE 
CLEAR -- THAT I THINK A WIFE SHOULD NOT HAVE HER 01/N 
CENTERS Of INTEREST, OUTSIDE. BECAUSE I HAVE THEIi. 

THIS IS IIIPORTANT. BIIJ, BEFORE ANYT.HING ELSE, IT IS 

HE AND IIY FAtllLY. 

ELLE - BUT WHAT I/ERE YOUR PERSONAL I NTERESTS? 

NR - HAVE ALWAYS BEEN INVOLVED WITH CHILDREN AND ALSO 

WI TH CHAR I TY WORK CONCERN I NG CH I LOREN GENERALLY. I 

LOYE CH !LOREN. 
ELLE - DO YOU HAVE POLITICAL CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR 

HUSBAND? ARE YOU SOl1ETltlES AT ODDS WITH HIii AND DO YOU 

TRY TO CONVINCE HIii? 
NR - YES, I SHARE HIS CONVICTIONS AND 11£ HAVE SOME 

POLITICAL CONVERSATIONS. II[ KAVE THE SAIi[ VIEW ABOUT 
ALL THE FUNDAMENTAL POINTS. \IE IIAY SOl1ETlll[S DISAGREE 

ABOUT THE WAY TO ~PPROACH THE PROjlEII. THIS HAPPENS 

SOll[T I IIES. 

ELLE - AND THEN, YOU TRY TD CONVINCE HIii? 

NR - DON'T TRY TO INTERVENE BUT IF HE ASKS IIE 11Y 

VIEWPOINT, I GIVE IT TD HIii. 
ELLE - AND IF HE DOES NOT ASK YOUR OPINION? 
NR - SOl1ETlll[S, liHEN HE COIIES IACK HOIIE, HE IS SD 
TIRED THAT HE JUST DOES NOT WANT TD TAlK ABOUT POLITICS 
AND I UNDERSTAND. HE SIIIPLY WANTS TO BE LEFT ALOWE AND 
I LEAVE HIii ALONE. 

ELLE - NEVERT~ELESS, IT IS SAID TH~T YOU HAYE A REAL 
INFLUENCE ~ND Tl!AT YOUR JUDGl1ENTS CONCERN I NG HIS STAFF 
ARE REALLY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT ... 

NR - THIS IS I/RONG. IT'S BEEN SAID BUT THIS IS REALLY 
WRONG. FIRST, AS I !OLD YOU, WHEN WE GOT 

IIARR I ED, I DIC NOT KNOil ANYTHING ABOUT POLIT I CS . 
THEN, IT IS TRUE THAT WOMEN AR[ SOt1ETlt1E~ A BIT IIORE 

INTUITIVE ANO I CAN GIVE Hll1 IIY O~IIIPRESSION ABOUT 
SOIIEBODY ... 

ELLE - SO, THIS IS A WAY TO H~~E S E POLITICAL 
POI/ER ... ., 
NR - NO, BECAUSE I ONLY EXPRESS MY ·OPINION BUT HE 
DOES NOT NECESSARILY AGREE ·WITH IIE. 

ELLE - WIIICH OF HIS QUALITIES 00 YOU PREFER? 

NR - OH, HE IS A VERY SENTIIIENTAL MAN . . . 
ELLE - THE QUALITY YOU ADIIIR[ THE MOST? 

NR - HIS INTEGRIT~ 

ELLE - HIS 11AIN FAILING? 

NR - HE IS A "SOFT TDUCH ... AND HIS CHILDREN ARE I/ELL 
Al/ARE OF THAT .. . (LAUGH) 

ELLE - I UNDERSTAND THAT THE PRESIDENT CALLS YOU 

"MUl1MY" IN PRIVATE. IS THIS TRUE? AND HOW DO YOU CALL 

H IK' 

NR - THIS IS TRUE. AND I CALL HIii "HONEY" . 

ELLE - LET ' S LEAVE YOUR PRIVATE LIFE AND COME BACK TD 
BT 
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THE FIRST LADY OF lHE UNITED STA~ S. YOU HAVE l!EII 

CRITICIZED FOR THE t,ONEY SPEIIT TO RESTORE THE WHITE 
HOUSE, TO BUY A NEW SERVICE OF CHINA, YOUR "VERY . 
EXPENSIVE" DRESSES AND THE HAIRDRESSER \/HO TRAVELS WITH 
YOU. HOW DO YOU FACE THESE CRITICISns AND ARE-THEY 
JUSTIFIED? 

IIR - CERTAIN THINGS HAD TO IE DONE IN THE VIIITE HOUSE 
AND THANKS TO rRIVATE DONATIONS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO 
ACHIEVE THEPI. \IE HAVE NOT SPENT GOVERNIIENT IIONEY. 
NOBODY HAS HAD TO PAY ANYTHING . I TH INK THERE WAS SOK£ 
"ISUNDERSTANDING \/MICH IS NEVER VERY PLEASANT, BUT 
PERHAPS WITH TIIIE THE AIIER ICANS AND I Will SUCCEED IN 
KNOW ING EACH OTHER BETTER. THEN, THE CRITICS Will 
QUIET DOIIN. 

ELLE - IIIIAT IS THE nosT ENTERTA INING PART OF YOUR FIRST 
LADY'S JOB? 

NR - THE FIRST YEAR HAS NOT BEEN VERY 
ENTERTAINING .. . NO, REALLY NOT .. BUT I THINK THAT TO 
BE ABLE TO HELP, OR AT LEAST TO HAVE THE HOPE OF 
BEING HELPFUL IN SOK£ AREAS IS POSIT IVE. THIS IS NOT 
ENTERTAINING, BUT SATISFYING. 

ELLE - IF THIS YEAR HAS BEEN DIFFICULT, THIS IIAY BE 
PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE ASSASSI.NATIOM ATTE"PT AGAINST 
RONALD REAGAN, ON "ARCH 31, 1911. HOW DO YOU FEEL 
ABOUT THIS "OKENT NOii? EVEN BEFORE NANCY REAGAN'S 
ANSllER THE ATIIOSPHERE CHANGES IN THE ROO". IT HAS 
BECOIIE HEAVY, DULL:.DISTRESSING ON EACH SIDE. AND 
NANCY'S SllllE HAS DEFINITELY VANISHED. 
NR - l/Ell .. . YOUR PRIORITIES ARE REORGANIZED VERY 
QUICKLY. SEVERAL THINGS THAT SEEIIED 11\l'ORTANT IN THE 
PAST HAVE 110 11\l'ORTANCE NOW. AND THIS IS A REALITY 
THAT YOU NEVER COlll'LETELY FORGET . IT IS WITH YOO 
rERIIANENTlY . I THOUGHT THAT THIS "OIIENT l/OULD 60 
AWAY, BUT NOT AT All, IT IS STILL REALLY PRESENT. 

ELLE - DO YOU DREAII or IT? DO YOU THINK OF IT \/HEN YOU 
TRAVEL? · 

NR - I HAVE NOT• DREAIIT OF IT, BUT I DO THINK OF IT. 
IJCD I THINK OF IT EACH TIKE HE GOES sont\lHERE WITHOUT 
IIL UNTIL HE IS BACK. 

ELLE - THE "URD~RER, JO!tN HINCKLEY, IS ON TRIAi. AT 
rRESENT . . . 

NR - I DON'T THINK I SHOULD "AXE ANY COIIIIENT ABOUT 
THAT. LEGALLY, IT l/0ULO NOT BE CORRECT TO DO SD. 
BUT I'" SORRY FOR HIS FAllllY. 

ELLE - YOU SAID THAT GUN CONTROL l/OULO NOT CHANGE 
ANYTHING REGARDING THIS SORT OF THREAT ANO THE 
PRESIDENT IS CONVINCED Of' THIS AS WELL, IUT YOU 

11 ·rRISONEllS WERE WAITING ON DEATI RO\t"AN'D OIIE ' OF THEn 
WAS SCHEDULED FOR EXECllTIOlt ONE "ORNIIIG ·AT 11:11. A 

. GREAT FUSS WAS ·IIADE;-- .IW!CHES ,All NIGHT .LONG, ,Vint 
CANDLES, AROUND OUR HOUSE ITOJ'.'ROTESl THIS EXECUTIOlt. 
THEY ASKED CHURCHES 10 101.L THEIR ~ELLS :AT THE 'Tll1E OF 

• THE EXl:CUT I ON, .SO THAT rEOf'LE COULD PRAY FOR TBE 
, COIIDEKNED ftAN'S SOUL. I HAD NOTHING AGUNST ' IT, BUT 
'WOULDN'T IT BE KIN TO TOLL ' BELLS EACI Tll1E SDIIEONE IS 
IIURDERED so THAT .rEOPLE "IGHT rRAY FOi! HIS lOUL AS WELL? 

ELLE - BUT TD EXl:CUIT A nAN BECAUSE HE HAS KILLED 
SOtlEONE, IS TH IS · REAl.l Y A SUFFICIENT EXCUSE? THAT ' S 
"AN EYE FOR AN EYE" ISN'T 'IT? 

NR - NO. OH, ND. NO. NO. NOT AT All . IT'S NOT AT 
All THE SAIIE. ABSOLUTELY NOTHING. NEITHER IIY HUSBAND 
OR I THINK IN TERIIS Of' "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, TOOTH FOR 
TOOTH". TEN DAYS AFTER THE EXl:CUTION 1\/HICH SEE"S, 
PERSONAL COlltlENT, TO GIVE IIRS. REAGAN A CERTAIN 
rLEASURE) . Ill A SIU.LL STORE IN SAN FRANC ISCO RUN BY AN 
OLD COUPLE, A YOUNG IIAN CAIIE IN, ROBBED AND 
Tl!UATENED THs._DIINER WITH HIS KN IFE. THE OLD "AN WAS 
ABLE TO YELL : • IF YOU DO THAT, NOW, YOU Will BE 
CONDEIIHED TO DEATH". THE YOUNG IIAN HESITATED AND THEN 
FLED. LATER, THE OLD I/OMAN \/ROTE TO US TO THANK US 
FOR HAVING SAVED HER HUSBAND'S LIFE. 
ELLE - THEREFORE, YOU SEE THE DEATH PENALTY AS A 
BT 
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DISUASION TO VIOi.ENCE? 

NR - I SEE IT AS BEING "PREVENTATIVE". PREVENTATIVE. 
PEOPLE 1/0ULD BE ALIVE IF THE DEATH PENALTY EXTISTED. 
l' VE PROVEN IT TO YOU . 

ELLE-DO YOU KNOW THAT IN FRANCE, AS SOON AS HE \/AS 
ELECTED PRESIDENT FRANCOIS MITTERRAND ABOLISHED THE 
DEATH PENAL TY? 

NR - OH .. . REALLY' 

ELLE - ONCE AGAIN, HER VOICE BECAME THAT OF A "CHIC 
LADY" AND SHE SAT UP STR AI GHT LIKE A LUXURIOUS BARBIE 
DOLL Ill TH STYLE. I GOT THE I MP RESS I ON THAT FOR THE 
U. S. , FRANCE IS U UN KNO\/N PROVINCE AT THE OTHER END 
OF THE 1/0RLD, \/HERE TH EY EAT SNAILS AND LOVE 
FASHION . BUT NOTH ING IS KNO\/N Of I/HAT IS HAPPENING 
THERE. THE ATMOSPHERE HAS CHANGED SINCE \IE MENTIONED 
THE ELECTRIC CHAIR. AND NOii, DESPITE HER SMILES, 
HER ATTEMPTS TO APPEAR AS A. SOFT LACY, \/HO LOVES ONLY 
HER HUSBAND, HER CHILDREN ANO GOOD 1/0RKS, DESPITE 
THE PINK ALL OVER THE PLACE ANO THE ICE TEA, NOii 
TEPID IN THE GLASSES, ONE CAN FEEL A DETERMINATION, 
A DESIRE TO IMPOSE HER CONV,ICTIONS 1/HICH SHE 010 NOT 
HAVE \/HEN SHE SPOKE OF HER -PERSONAL AHB IT IONS OR HER 
POLITICAL INFLUENCE. 

ELLE - IN THIS CONNECTION, ~OU HAVE SAID ABOUT 
ABORTION: "I CAN NEVER GET BEYOND THE FACT THAT IT IS 
A MATTER OF TAraG A LIFE". HOii 00 YOU RECONCILE THIS 
CONVICTION 111TH THE ONE YOU HAVE ABOUT THE DEATH PENALTY? 

NR - BUT, IN THE DEATH PENALTY . .. 1/ITH THE DEATH 
PENAL TY, YOU'RE SAVING LIVES. 111TH ABORTION, 
YOU'RE TAKING A LIFE. 
- AT THIS PRECISE MOMENT, HRS. REAGAN'S CHIEF OF 
STAFF ENTERED THE ROOH TO INFORM HER ABOUT HER NEXT 
APPOINTMENT. COINCIDENCE? SORRY TO INTERRUPT, 
BUT ... NANCY REAGAN HAS NOT MOVED. SHE IS WAITING TO BE 
TAKEN OFF 10 HER NEXT PLACE OF DUTY. PERHAPS HAPPY TO 
BE SAVED FROM THIS EMBARRASSING QUESTION . IT'S NO 
LONGER A PIA'TTER or S111 ll NG OR NOT. SEOUCT I ON TI 11E IS 
OVER. ONE MORE QUESTION ONLY ... AND A FEIi PI INUTES ... 
ELLE - ABOUT YOURSELF YOU $Al : "1'11 A WORRIER". \/HAT 
ARE YOU 1/0RRIED ABOUT TODAY? . 
NR - ANYTHIWG, ANYTHING, lAUGH. EVEN, BURST OF 
LAUGHTER). ANO EVEN, IF YOU 1/0ULO LIKE IIE TO 1/0RRY 
ABOUT YOU, I 1/0UL D BE HAP~Y TO DO SO. QAUGH AGA I H) 

ELLE - THERE MUST BE SOME 'PIORE PRECISE THINGS l/0RRYIHG 
YOU THESE DAYS, NO? 
NR • NO . HO .. . ONLY . . . Q.AUGHI 

ELLE - SO, YOU'RE 1/ANOERING WliH A SMALL BAG FULL OF 
1/0RRIES, INTO I/IIICH YOU PLUNGE EVERY DAY? 

NR - YES, I l/0RRY ABOUT EVERYTHING. 
ELLE - HAVE YOU ALIIAYS BEEN LIKE THAT? 

NR - YES, IT'S TERRIBLE. BUT I \/AS BORN 111TH All 
THESE \/ORR I ES . THERE IS NOTH I NG TO 00. 
ELLE ~ 1/0ULO YOU ADVISE YOUR HUSBAND TO RUN AS A 
CANDIDATE IN THE NEXT PRE~IOEHTIAL ELECTIONS? 
HR - 1/E HAVE NOT TALKED ABOUT THAT. 
ELLE - YES, BUT YOU PERSONALLY .. . 

NR - 1/E DON'T KNOii .. \IE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED THE QUESTION. 
- ANO I HAYE NOT THOUGHT ABOUT IT. 
ELLE - YOU HAVE NOT THOUGHT ABOUT IT? 
HR - NO . 

- LBUT HERE IS A GOOD REASON FOR l/0RRYING .. . IF THE 
1/0RLD DOES NOT GIVE NANCY REAGAN ENOUGH REASONS FOR 
1/0RRYING). SMILE IN THE EYES . ENO OF THE DISCUSSION. 

- THE FIRST LADY STANDS UP. T~ANK YOU PIADAM. "YOU ARE 
\/El COME". SHE PICKS UP HER BAG, SO SMALL THAT IT CAN 
ONLY BE FOR A HANDKERCHIEF AND GOES OFF 001/N THE 
CORRIDOR . IT ' S 4:38. THE CONVERSATION LASTED a8 
111 MUTES . ON THE TRAY, THE GLASSES OF TEA, SAO AT 
BEING IGNORED, Will GO BACK TO THE KITCHEN . 
INSIDE, THE AIR CONDITIONING ANNIHILATES THE MUGGY 
ATMOSPHERE OUT SIDE. THE STORPI THAT BROKE DURING THE 

. INTERVIE\I HAS PASSED. FROPI THE PORCH OF THE 11H !TE 
HO USE , WASlil NG TON APPEARS TO BE SERE NL IN THE 
GARDEN, THE FOUNTAINS ARE SPARKLING . • ENO TEXT . HEDGES 
BT 
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INDISCREIES: 
Notre envoyee speciale Colombe Pringle lui a demande _ 

comment elle appelle l_e ·Preside.rit dans l'intiniite, q·uelle·est son : 
_opinion sur l'avorte_ment_ et --~-~ 

sur la peine de mort, et.si elle se mele parfois de polHique .. • 
. . 

L 
a Maison Blanche est 
to~t • a !ait blanch~.• D_~­
puIs d1x-sept · mo_Is, et 

pour encore deux al'J.S et se.pt 
mois (jusqu'a expiration de 
leur inandat), ·Ies Reagan ont 
abandonne le soleil de la cote 
Ouest et le charme clinqwant 
de la Californie, leurs bottes 
de cow-boy et leur ranch qui 
va avec, pour ce « home 
s~eet home » dans la Maison 
Blanche qui, . en dehors des 
bureaux officiels, se compose 
de dix-neuf pieces recem­
ment remises completement a 
neut par celle que les Ameri-=­
cains, sarcastiques ou demo­
crates, .nomment·« the queen 
Nancy », et avec laquelle j'ai, 
ce jour-la, un rendez-vous. • 
Notre entretien aura lieu au 
rez-de-chaussee, dans la « li­
brary», une piece agreable 
avec vue sur rien du tout et 

Dans le salon bleu de la Malson 
Blanche, Is First Lady II pose pour . 
ELLE dans une robe du rouge • 
qu'elle a rendu celibre. 

tapissee de quelqlies livres ses, mince, tres mince, le 
du genre « Vie et morf d'Abra- sourire aux levres, sa veste 

.--ham Lincoln», qui fu$tifient sur le bras et · son sac a la 
son nom de bibliotheque. ·Aux- main,· comme si elle aus·si 
murs, de tres beaux tableaux etait en·visite, Nancy Reagan 
xIxe, portraits naifs de chefs sera • precedee de son atta- • 
indiens. • Au-dessus de· la chee de pre-sse en chef et 
cheminee, un-portrait encore, suivie d'un gar.de du corps. 
mais • d'un chef americain, Serrements de mains d 'usa­
George Washington, lui- ge. Sourire de circonstance. 
meme, peint par Gilbert Madame s'assied. ·Moi aussi. 
Stuart. Pour des raisons de Eux aussi. Car,' du rant toute la 
protocole ou d'organisation, conversation, .ils resteront la. -
je serai installee dans cette ~ //ya trente et un ans, vous 
piece un quart d'heu_re avant etiez Nancy Davis, actrice: 
Madame... • ·- • Vous avez rencontre Ronald 
Deja, sont la une • de ses • Reagan, acteur, et vous vous 
attachees de presse, - une tftes maries. Avlez-vous Ja­
photographe qui epiera du mais- envisage que vous 
flash chacun de nos sourires seriez Premiere Dame des 
et notre ser·rement de mains,' · • E.tats-Unls ? - • 
une preposee_ a l'enregistre- -:: Jainais. _ ___ _ __ . 
ment de notre conversation, et - Pas meme en reve ? 
un plateau avec deux grands . -:- l\lon. Jamais. J'ai epouse un 
verres de the glace et deux acteur. • 

• autres d'eau a meme tempe- • - A cette epoque'-ls, aviez­
rature que nous n'aurons pas vous des convictions polltl-
le temps . de· deguster, • ni • • ques ? • 
meme de desirer. Lorsqu'elle - Non, je n'ai jamais ete ... 
entrera, a 15 heures 30 preci- mon mari a toujours ete 

implique dans la ,· politiq~e·, 
dans la mesure ou ii militait 
pour ce qui l'interessait.- Mais 
·moi, et je ne l'avoue pas avec 
fie rte, · -je • savais tres peu de 
choses concernant la politi­
que, vraiment tres· peu. 
Nous sommes assises de 
part et d'autre d'une chemi­
_nee, sur des fauteuils tapisses 
au point . de Hongrie, en 
harmonie de roses. La distan­
ce entre nos deLix tauteuils est 
juste_ bonne, ni trop pres, 
comme pour empecher les 
ondes d'une . emotion possi-· 
ble de se rencontrer. • Ni 
suffisamment eloignee pour 
que · ne pas etre d'accord 

0
,m'_indiffere .. N6f.!,~c'est !a vraie 
distance diplomatique, celle 
qui • impressionrie, mais_ ne 
donne rien. En allongeant 
chacune la jambe, nous·pour­
rions, a peine; _faire un duel 
d'escarpins. Ses chaussures 
a petits_ talon·s sont . rose et 
vert. Sa robe· esf a losan\jes 
blancs et roses. Roses com­
me les pivoines sur la table 
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NANCY REAGAN 
'..- </ '.J'~tais da·ns ·man bafri et Ronnie··sou·s ·sa douche 

• -- lorsque· -nous ' avons·- a·ppris qu'il eta it ·e1'u Pre·sident >>. 
• • • • _r <' • :~ 
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ronde au milieu de la piece douze ans a ete arretee pour vie, lorsque [es _en.fants S0f)t ·nous avons eu /'Impression . 
carree. Elle a _de tr'es belles usage ·,. d'heroine.: Dans ": de partis, les vjeux se retrouvent . que vous montrlez tres peu 
m·ains, qu'elle n'utilise pas. nombreux centres · pour dro- • seuls, se sentent inutiles, vos ·enfant~-en compara/son 

. Bien limees, pas vernies, ell es gues ou je suis allee, j'ai vu indesirables, mal aimes. Re- . des Carter et mime des 
resteront posees, croisees des enfants qui ont commen- unissez les deux cotes et l'un Nixon. Etalt-ce volontalre ? 

. sur ses genoux. Elle se tient ce a neuf ans, dix ans... donne a l'autre ce dont ii a - - Non, evidemment pas. Les 
tres droite. ;-. • . - Aviez-vous deja rencontre . besoin et reciproquement. enfants a1nes de mon mari, 
- Le· soir des elections pre- • ce probleme dans votre Aucun hopital ne peut remplir son fils et sa fille, ont participe 
sldentlelles, avez-vous ete famille ou parml vos amls? ce role. lls n'ont pas les a la campagne. Ma fille, notre 
surprise par le succes de - Pas . dans ••• ma famille . equipes suffisantes ! Ainsi, les fille, n'a jamais voulu faire 
votre marl? • (sous-entendu : ne suggerez ·personnes agees ont une campagne. Elle ne le voulait 
- On nous avait prevenus_ pas • n'importe quoi.) Mais raison de se lever le matin. pas. Ce n'etait pa_s pour elle. 
que ce serait une election tres chacun d'entre nous, dans ce Pour continuer a avoir envie Et notre fils travaillait. II est 
serree et qu'il nous faudrait pays en tout cas. a des ~mis de vivre. danseur classique. 
peut:etre attendre toute la nuit qui ont eu de serieux proble- - Vous n'avez pas de pe- - Nous svions l'~mpresslon 
pour- le resultat final. Alors, mes . .- __ . • • • ~-.. , -tlts-enfsnts. Le . regrettez- que c'etsit parce . qu'lls ne 
j'etais dans mon bain et ii etait - Vous-meme, avez~vous vous ? • • menslent pas exsctement Is 
sous sa douche, avant d'aller deja pris des drogues ? . - OuL Je meurs d'envie d'a- vie que yous souhsltlez ... 
prendre un cocktail chez des - Oh ! . Non, non. Jamais voir des ·petits-enfants ! •• - Oh non. Pas du tout. Je l'ai 
amis, se!on notre tradition a (sous..::emendu : c;:a suffit com- (Soudain, Nancy Reagan n'a ' lu • aussi dans/ ies journaux. i 
chaque election. Et soudain, . me c;:a !) .. D'abord parce que, . plus le regard, ni le sourire de Mais · ce n'.etait _· pas du tout .§ 
j'ai entendu a la television qu'il lorsque j'etais -adolescente, ii · circonstance adouci par . un pour cette . raison. . ~coutez. ~ 
etait • annonce gagnant. J'ai n'y • avait pas de drogue.· rouge a levres pastel tres First Notre fille . est actrice.· Nous g 
saute hors de mon bain, je me Ensuite. parce que je suis fille Lady. Et malgre la distance . etions tous les deux acteurs. ~ 
suis enroulee dans une ser- d~ medecin et je doute tres inalteree entre nos deux tau- Comment voulez-vous. .. 2 
viette et Ronnie est sorti de sa fort que j'aurais ete tentee .• ,. • teuils, je sens une impercepti- (grarid eclat de rire) . . Cela ne i 
douche. ·Et nous etions la, ..:. Pour /utter coritre ce pro- ble tendresse survoler l'at- tient pas debout ! 'Qi 

regardant la television (sourire bleme; esssyez-vou!!, • per- mosphere protocolaire et re- (Pourtant les rumeurs etaient 1 
enchante). Ensuite, le tefepho-· sonnellement, • d'lntervenlr bondir sur les canapes ou precises ... Et Nancy met toute ~ 
ne a sonnet C'etaif Carter qui au niveau des foumlsseurs ? sont assis les auditeurs que je son energie dans un regard _et . 
nous confirmait le resultat. - Non, moi ce n'est pas ·mon n'aurais pas convies si on un sourire, mais sans bouger 
M_ais cela ne m'a pas semble rayon. C'est celui de mon mari m'avait demande mon avis.) ses mains, pour m'en con-
se passer comme cela aurait qui . s'en occupe et · ii a - Se/on certaines de- vos vaincre.) 
du ... J'etais preparee a l'idee demande que les punitions declarations, · vous semblez - Depuis que vous etes a la 

• de rester debout toute la nuit. pour les ;, dealers» (reven- etre tres · preoccupee par Malson Blanche, comment 
- qombien de. personnes deurs) soient plus severes. l'sffaiblissement de Is fsmil- reusslssez-vous a preserver 
trsvslllent svec vous ? - Vous vous occupez suss/ le et de Is morallte dans votre vie privee ? . 
- Combieri etes-vous ? de- d'une organisation qui s'ap- votre pays. Comment pou- ..:. J'essaye. (Aire). ~. J'essaye 
mahde+elle en s'adressant a pelle « The Foster Grand- vez-vous intervenir sur ce - de le faire. Chacun doit avoir 
l'une· des personnes presen- parents' program». Pouvez- plan-ls? :: _ .· • - ·' r · . . une certaine vie privee.:. Je·ne 
tes a l'entretien (et bien utiles vous expllquer le role de - En ne cessant d'en parler suis pas ... nous avons tou­
donc ... ), retour de l'reil (dont cette association ? comme je le . fais ... mais ... • et jours eu une vie publique avec 
on dit qu'i l est couleur de - ~Oh ! C'est une merveilleuse • j'espei-e que ce ne sont pas nos films; etc., alors peut-etre 
noisette, mais trap loin de moi association r (Cela doit l'etre de purs souhaits, je pense. est-ce plus facile pour nous . . 
pour que je le verifie). lls sonr vraiment car le sourire ·de qu'actuellement s'opere dou~ Mais dans le milieu du cine­
quinze. • Nancy Reagan s'epanouit cement un retourvers un sens ma, on peut; si on _ie desire, 
- Depuis que vous etes First pour ra premiere fois). _Gene-· • plus fort de la fainille. D't.ine · avoir une vie privee. Nous, 
udy, . vous semblez tres ralement, les organisations de_ certafne • manr.ere; l'un .des .maintenant, nous _ne le pou-

- concemee par /'usage de la ce ·genre ne beneficient qu'a · • resultats· de ce travail sur tou·s·:- vons ·pas, mais _ nous . . es­
drogue et de /'a/cool _chez un . seur cote. .·or celle-ci ces problemes de la drogue sayons... • .• 
/es jeunes Americsins. Est- beneficie aux deux cotes. avec les groupes de parents _.:.. Vous arrive-t-11 de • diner 
ce un grand probleme aux D'une part, aux jeunes enfants . dont je vous ai parle est que .. taus /es deux en regsrdsnt ta 
Etsts-Unis ? - qui ont besoin de beaucoup non seulement ils sont plus au . television ? . 
- Je l'ai deja dit et je le repete, d'amour, d'affection, d'atten- courant en ce qui concerne ·.:... ,.Parfois. Et c'.est un luxe, un 
c·est le probleme le plus tion, je parle d'enfants pour ia les drogues mais ~ussi que, • _-vrai luxe !. (E¢1at c:1e rire): c·est 
democratique_ que· nous plupart handicapes mentaux. pa~ce qu'ils sont obliges _de · fo imJdahie lorsqu·e c"ela arrive. 
ayoris dans ce pays, :parce • Et d'_autre part, aux personnes s'i~pliquer plus dans la vie de _'. ·:-°::;Y s-t-11 un film dsns.lequel 
qu'iL se retrouve au croise- agees que l'on a teridance a , leurs . enfants, les -~am,illes: se·: •. vous preferez Ronald Rea-

. meii(oe tout :· 1•age, la couleur oublier • car, aujourd'hui, • nous rapprochent. Alers ... C est une . • gsn scteur? ·: ,._: • - • , 
• de .peau, Je ,_ probleme ·politi- sommes devenus tellem~rit lueur au bout-du tunnel... ·-_. ; / : .. :i .., King's Rov., ,._ ::Je l'ai trou- • 

. ·que; econom_ique, social. L'au::. orientes vers la jeunesse: Or, . ~ Durant . votrii c-:'csmpagne ve· iiierveilleux~ dad.ans, ·et le . 
tre . jour, ::-·une· -'petite fille • de . a un certain · mome·nt de leur- piesidentielle, •• en :France, film avait une formidable dis-
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Dlner-teM pour le couple president/el dans le salon _de leur appartement prlve au trols1!me etage de la Maison Blanche .. 

tribution. · 
- Ce/a ne vous tnsnque 
jama/s - de ne plus etre 
sctrlce? • 
- Non. Pas du tout. ~-
- Vous avez dit dans ce. 
livre, « Nancy », dsns Jequel 
vous rscontez votre vie Jus.­
qu'a au/ourd'hul : « Etre • la 
me/1/eure epouse possible 
pour mon marl etsit mon 
seu/ projet. » Aux femmes de 
ins generation, eels peut 
psrsitre • un peu demode. 
Que/ pis/sir est-ce que eels 
vous donne? 

• - De le rendre heureux ? (Ma 
question lui semble idiote. 
Avant d'obtenir ceJ entretien 
avec Nancy Reagan, ii avait 
ete prevu que le feminisme et 
l'avortement etaient des su­
jets qu 'il valait mieux ne· pas 
aborder). Voyez-vous, nous 
appartenons a deux gen$ra­
tions. Et ce qui est vrai pour 
moi peut ne pas l'etre pour 
vous. Mais ce principe nous 
convient, a moi comme a lui. 
- Vous dites suss/ de votre 

• mere qu'elle etait « une fem­
me de medecin ideate ». 
Etes-vous une femme de 
president ldeale ? • . . ,. 
- On peut le dire de sa mere 
mais ... pas tres facilement de 
soi-meme. • II faudrait deman­
der a mon mari ? (Eclat de 
rire). Dire que l'on est quoi que 
ce soit d'ideal me semble un 
peu presomptueux. . 
- Lorsque vous /'avez ren­
contre, vous avez cesse 
votre metier d'actrice. Que/­
/es etalent vos ambitions 
personnel/es ? 
- Ah, les ambitions person­
nelles ... 
- Ou/, personnel/es: .. 
- Pour moi-meme ? (Voila 
une question· qui seme le 
trouble tant elle lui semble 
inutile). _ . • 
- Ou/, pour vous-meme ... 
- Je voulais _simplement avoir 
un heureux mariage, des 
enfants, une maison.. Cela 
s'arretait 1a: Cela ne veut pas 
dire, soyons clairs... que je 
pense qu'une femme ne doive 

pa·s avoir des centre~ chnteret 
a l'exterieur, parce que j' en ai ; 
c'est ·important: Mais .avant 
tout, c'e:,t lui et ma famille. 
- Mais .que/s etaient vos 
interets personnels ? ;. . _ 
- J'ai toujours ete impliquee 
avec les enfants, les ceuvres 
·de. charite qui, elles aussi, 
concernaient generalement 
les enfants. J'aime les en-
fants. • . ·. 
- Avez-vous des conversa­
tions politiques svec votre 
marl ? Et vous arrive-t-il 
d'etre en desaccord et d'es­
sayer de le convaincre ? 
- . Oui, je partage ses convic­
tions, et nous avons des 
discussions politiques. Nous 
partageons la meme • opinion 

-sur tous les points fondamen_­
taux. C'est sur la fa<;:on d'abor­
der un pr9bleme que nous 
pouvons parfois ne pas etre 
d'accord. La, cela nous arri-
ve... . . 
- • Et vous essayez a/ors de 
le convsincre ? • 
- Je n'essaye pas d'interve-

. ·- ~ 

nir, mais s'il ·me demande 
rnon point de vue, je le lui . 
donne; 

• - Et s'il ne vous le_'demaride 
pas? 
- Parfois, lorsqu'il revient.a la · 
maison, ii est Si fatigue qu '.il ne 
veut vrairilent pas parler politi­
que efje le comprends. II veut 
simplement etre seul. Et je le 
laisse seul. 
- Pourtant on dit que vous 
avez une veritable Influence 
et que vos jugements sur 
ses col/aborateurs comptent 
vraiment... ., 
- C'est faux. On le dit mais 
c'est vraiment faux. D'abord, 
comme je vous l'ai dit, lorsque 
nous nous somn:_ie$ maries, je 
ne connaissais . rien • a la 
politique. Ensuite, ii est . vrai 
que·_ 1es femmes sont parfois . 
µn peu plus intuitives, et je 
peux lui donner mon impres~ 
sion sur quelqu'un... • 
- Done, c'est une fat;on 
d'avolr un pouvo/r polltlque .. ~ 
- Non, parce que je ne fais 
que l'exprimer mais ii n'est 

SUITE PAGE 72 
71 



-_NANCY REAGAN 
_:~< -· Je ·s~uis ··po·ur f~{ -peine de mart. Avec· elle, 

-vous sauvez des-vies. ·Avec l'avortement·,·\,ous prenez une vie» 

. ;;. ·--... - \. _.,,.,. . . 

.••· su1TE DE LA PAGE 71' :. 

pas forc~ment d'accord et 
• •. n'agira .-· pas -necessairement 

en consequence. · • 
- - Que/le est ss qualite que 

vous preferez ? 
- Oh ! C'est un horrime tres • 
sentimental. .. 
- Celle qcie vous sdmirez le 

. plus? · · • 
:... Sori integrite. 

. - Son plus grand defaut ? 
- II est « a soft touch » 
(litteralement : c'est un ten­
dre). • Ce que ses enfants 
savent. (Aire). • 
- J!ai cru comprendre que le 
President vous appelslt 
« msman » en prive. Est-ce 
vral ? Et vous, comment 
l'sppelez-vous ? • 

• - C'est vrai. Et moi, je lui dis 
• ·« honey» (en traduction , 

litterale : « miel » ; en realite : 
. • « mon chou ».) -.. 

- . Quittons _Is vie privee, sf 
. vous le voulez . • bien, et 
. revenons a la First Lady des 

Etats-Unls. Vous svez ete 
• tres· crltlquee pour /es som­
mes d'srgent qui ont ete 
depensees pour Is renova­
tion de Is Maison Blanche, 
l'schst d'un nouveau service 
.de table en porce/aine, vos 
robes « sl cheres » et votre 

• colffeur • qui voyage svec 
vous. Comment supportez-

- vous ces critiques et sont~ 
el/es Justlflees ? - _ . 

• -~ Certaines choses devaient 
etre , faites . dans la Maison 
Blanche, et, grace a des 
donations privees, nous 
avons pu les entreprendre. 
Personne n'a rien eu a payer. 

_Je pense qu'il y a eu des 
malentendus, ce qui • n'est 
jamais tres . agreable, • mais 

• · peut-etre, avec le temps, les 
Americains et moi reussi­
roris-nous a mieux nous con­
naitre, alors les critique-s se 
calmeront. 
.:.. Que/le est la partie la plus 

. smusante ·de votre metier de 
. First Lady ? .· -, 
. - La premiere_ annee 'ri•a 'pas . 

·; ~ete vraiment ·amusante.:. Non, 
.;_..:vraimen(-_pas.- Mais je -:pense · 
- • que de pouvoir .. aider, ou du_ 
: -~ moins .esperer- le- faire -.dans 
• ;·· certains domaines, c'e$t posi-
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tit. Ce n'est pas amusant mais !'execution avait ete decidee « chic lady », ~t elle se tient 
c'est satisfaisant. _ • .r='Z' "":, • / _po"ur un matin a ~dix heures. . droite comme une poupee 
- SI cette annee • a· ete Beaucoup de bruit a ete fait Barbie d.e luxe qui aurait de 
difficile, c'est peut-etre en auteur de cette execution et !'allure. On a !'impression que 
psrtle a cause de ta tentative • des gens ont marche toute Is pour l'Amerique, la France est 
d'assasslnat contre Ronald nuit avec des . bougies allu- une province inconnue a l'au­
Resgan, le 30 mars 1981. mees autour de riotre maison tre bout du monde ou l'on 
Comment ressentez-vous ce pour manifester • leur desac- mange des escargots et ou 
moment-ls sujourd'hul ? . _ cord. lls voulaient que toutes l'on aime la mode. Mais de ce 
(Avant meme que Nancy Rea- les eglises sonnent le glas a · qui s'y passe, on ne sait rien. 
gan .reponde, !'atmosphere a cette heure-la, le lendemain L'atmosphere s'est figee diffe­
change dans la piece. Elle est matin, afin que chacun prie remment depuis que nous 
devenue lourde, sourde, mate, pour l'ame du condamne. Je parlons de la chaise electri­
douloureuse. De taus 1e·s n'etais pas centre mais ne que. Et la, malgre ses souri­
c6tes. Et le sourire de Nancy serait-ce pas gentil alors de res, ses tentatives d;etre une 
s'est definitivement evapore.) sonner le glas a chaque fois femme douce qui n'aime que 
- Eh bien ... tres rapidement que quelqu'un est tue d'une sori mari, ses enfants et les 
vos priorites se _reorganisent. fa<;:on criminelle pour que l'on •. ceuvre!'.s de charite, malgre _le 
Des choses . qui •• ine sem- puisse aussi ·prier pour son rose partout et le the glace 
blaient importantes . autrefois ame ? devenu tiede dans les verres, 
me semblent aujourd'hui sans - Mais tuer un homme parce on sent une determination, 
importance. Et c'est une reali- qu'il ii tue, est-ce une excu- une volonte d'imposer ses 
te que vous n'oubliez jamais se _sufflssnte ? C'est prati- convictions dont Nancy Rea­
completement C'est avec quer la loi du talion, non ? . gan n'a pas parle a propos de 
vous, en permanence. Je - Non ! Oh non, non ! Pas du ses ambitions personnelles 
pensais que ce moment:·s'e- tout. - Cela n'a rien . a voir. . ou de son influence politique.) 
loignerait, mais pas du tout, ii Absolument rien. Nimon mari, - Ace propos, vous svez dit 
est encore vraiment present. ni moi ne pensons en terme en par/ant de l'avortement : 
- Vous en revez ? • Vous y « d'ceil pour ceil, dent pour « Je ne pourral Jamsls de­
pensez lorsque vous voya- dent ».- Dix jours apres cette passer le !sit qu'il s'agit de 
gez? execution (qui semble, remar- prendre une vie»! Comment 
- Je n'en ai pas reve. Mais j'y que personnelle, donner un conciliez-vous cette convic­
pense. Et j'y pense a chaque certain plaisir a Mrs Reagan), tion avec ce/le concernsnt la 
fois qu'il va quelque part ·sans dans un petit magasin a San peine de mort ? 
moi. Jusqu'a ce qu'il _ soit Francisco tenu · par un vieux ...:.. Mais, dans la peine de 
revenu. couple, un jeune homme est mort ... Avec la peine de mort, 
- L 'assassin, John Hinckley, entre, a vole et menace de son . yous sauvez des vies. Avec 
est en Jugement actuel/e- couteau le patron de l'endroit. l'avortement, vous prenez une 
ment... - .. . Ce .vieil homme a reussi a vie! 
.::'° Je crois que ·je ne do1s."faire . hurler . : • « Si vous· faites <;:a (A ce inom·ent precis," ie ·chef 
aucun commentaire a ce pro- maintenant, vous serez con- de cabinet de Mrs Reagan est 
pos. Legalement, cela me damne a mort ! » Le jeune . entre dans la piece. Pour 
semble malvenu. Mais je suis homme a hesife, puis s'est prevenir du rendez-vous sui-
9esolee pour sa famille. enfui . Plus tard, sa femme vant. Pur • hasard ? Desole 
- Vous avez dit que • le nous a ecrit pour nous ·remer- d'interrompre, mais... Nancy 
controle des armes ne .chan- cier d'avoir sauve la vie de son Reagan n'a pas bouge. Elle 
gersit rien a ce genre _de mari. ·attend d'etre entrainee vers 
menaces et le President en - Done, vous envisagez Is . s_on proch_ain lieu de devoir, 
est aussi convaincu, mais peine de mort comme un peut-etre contente d'etre sau­
vous ·etes pour le maintien moyen dissuasif contre Is vee de cette ·question embar­
de la peine de mort. ·-· • · violence? . . _,.·· • • • •• • rassante. II ne s'agit plus de 
- ·Oui. C'est exact. Je ·pense - Je !'envisage comme un sourire, ot.i pas. L'heure de la 
que s'il y avait la peine de moyen preventif. Preventif ! seduction est passee. Plus 
mort, beaucoup de gens se- Des gens seraient vivants si la • • qu'une question ... et quelques 
raient encore en vie. · D'ail- peine de mort existait. Je minutes ... ) • 
leurs, lorsque mon marl etait viens_ de vous le prouver. ·- - . Vous dites de vous-meme 
gouverneur de Californie, ii n'y • - Savez-vous qu'en France, ·« Je suls une lnqulete ». 

avait pas eu d'execution de- • des qu'il s ete ~tu President, Qu'est-ce qui vous lnqulete 
puis des annees._ Quatre- Franfols Mitterrand a ljlbOII sujourd'hul ? 
vingts .prisonniers attendaient la pelne de mort? _ -:.... N'importe quoi ! N'impoite 

.· de passer en-jugement defini- ~ Oh ... Vraimenr?. /-,_·. •. • :.'. :· • . :·quoi ! (Aire . . Eclat de .• rire 
tit ef pour l'un 'd'entre_ eux;_- . (A ;nouveau, .la .::yoix "se fait : meme).·-' Et meme si vous 

• ~- ··-.:~--- ~~ ·-·-/-:t~:-r~-r -----~_-_;i~~{t\_::_/. ~:: .. ,: - ---~-~ ~- - - .. 
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aimeriez que je m'inquiete 
pour quelque chose a propos 
de vous, je serais ravie .de le 

~ faire ! (Aire encore). -...-· . 
- II doit y ayoir-des choses· 
plus precises qui vous in­
quietent ces jours-cl, non ? . 
- Non, non ... juste ... (Rire). • • 
- A/ors, vous vous prome-
nez avec un petit sac a dos 
d'inquietudes dans Jequel 
vous plongez tous Jes 
jours? ·•. 
- Oui, quoi qui me passe par 

~ - la tete m_'\nquiete:. _ __ ~~ --
- Et vous avez toujours ete • • 
comme fB? _, 
- Oui. C'est terrible. Je suis • 
nee avec ces inquietudes. ·11 
n'y a rien a faire.· . 
- Conseil/erez-vous ou ne 
conseil/erez-vous pas a vo­
tre mari de se presenter aux · 
prochaines elections ? 
- Nous n'en avons pas discu-
te. • 

_ ·- Ou/, mals vous personnel-_ 
lement ... • 
.- Nous ne savons pas. Nous 
n'en avons pas discute. Et je 
n'y ·ai pas pense. 
- Vous n'y avez pas pense ? 
(Pourtant voila une bonne 
raison d'inquietude ... Si toute~ 
fois re· _mo_nde n'en offre pas 
de suf!.i_~~~!~.¥ a .. Na_n~y_ :~ea_: -­
~a~·~;,:-/;_ _· ·-•,;t :·;;-=-.~~ .:: ::": 

. Sourire . dans l'ceil , fin de 
l'entretien, la First Lady se 
leve. Merci Madame. « You 
are welcome». Elle recupere 
son sac, si petit qu 'il ne doit 
servir qu'a juste glisser un 
mouchoir et s'eloigne dans le 
couloir. II est 16 h 20. L'entre­
tien aura dure cinquante mi­
nutes. • Sur le plateau, les 
verres de the, desoles d'avoir 
ete ignores, vont retournet,;. 
dans la cuisine. Dedans, l'air 
climatise annihile l'air moite 
du dehors. L'orage qui a 
frappe durant l'entretien s'est 
eloigne. Du perron de _ la 
Maison Blanche., Washington 
semble sereine. Dans le jar­

·din, les fontaines sont en 

C: 
0 
-~ 

effusion. C.P. ~ C: 

~ 
Parlols /es Reagan ~ 

retrouvent leurs habltudes d'avant ~ 
/es elections et reussissttnt ti passer t 

ltt wttttk-end dans Jeur ranch. ~ 
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With Thatcher in the garden: Offering a little _advice from Winston Churchill • Allies Suzuki, Thatcher, Reagan, Mitterra,uS 

-The Uiieasy Partnersh(P c; ,l-

T he band from the Garde Republicaine 
, played "Breeze From Alabama." Ron­
ald Reagan stepped from his limousine and 
snapped off a salute to the captain of the 
honor guard. He and Fran~ois Mitterrand 
strode into. the palatial Grand Trianon in 
Versailles to join leaders of the Big Seven 
industrial democracies for dinner. The 
guests sat in the garden salon, once Napo­
leon's billiard room. As they addressed the 
Pithiviers langoustines and selle d'agneau, 
Margaret Thatcher turned to Helmut 
Schmidt and made conversation: ' 'When's 
your re-election?" "Eighty-four," Schmidt 
muttered. "So's mine," ·said Reagan. 

With one eye to politics.and another to the 
economic and military strains of the Atlan­
tic alliance, Ronald Reagan set off last week 
on an extended exercise in Presidential 
pomp and diplomacy.--''Our fate is tied to 
Europe," he said as he flew eastward to sell 
America's closest allies* on the Reaganomi-

*Besides Reagan the summiteers included Britain's 
Prime Minister Thatcher, France's President Mitterrand, 
West Germany's Chancellor Schmidt, Italy's Prime Minis­
ter Giovanni Spadolini, Canada's Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau and Japan's Prime Minister Zenke Suzuki. The 
Common Market Commission president, Gaston Thom, 
and Belgium's Prime Minister. Wilfried Martens also joined 
the discussions. - : • 

26 

. . 
cal road to free trade and stiff competition 
with Moscow. The view from the Versailles 
summit turned out to be a bit loftier than its 
modest results. But the Europeans did seem 
willing to tighten up easy credit terms for 
the Soviet bloc somewhat. Reagan in turn 
agreed to study ways to protect the allies 
against swings in Western currency mar-

With his J olksy style and 
a new arms-control 
package, the President 
tries to win over some 
skeptical allies. · - -

kets. And be lectured the Europeans that his . 
own supply-side economics offered their 
best hope. A balanced budget is in sight, 
Reagan assured his uneasy partners. When 
reporters later demanded a timetable, Trea­
sury Secretary Donald Regan deadpanned:' 
"President Reagan is a man oflong vision." 

The allies had to interrupt their sensitive . 

diplomacy within the palace walls to ~an- f 
age more explosive and distant crises. With • 
Britain's net tightening around Argentine 
forces defending the Falklands (page 48), 
Reagan's team and other allies lobbied the 
British against inflicting a military humili­
ation on Argentina that could complicate 

• U.S. and West European relations with 
Latin America for years to come. In a 90-
minute meeting at the U.S. Embassy, Rea­
gan privately advised Thatcher to follow . 
Winston Churchill's old axiom: be mag- \ 
nanimous in victory. I 

Just as the summiteers were polishing up 
their final communique the Middle East 
erupted. After Arab gunmen shot Israel's 
ambassador in London, Israeli jets and ar­
tillery pounded Palestinian strongholds in 
Lebanon. Then on Sunday morning col­
umns of Israeli tanks and troops launched a 
massive assault on southern"Lebanon (page 
58). The invasion came hours after Reagan 
appealed to Israeli Prime Minister Mena- . 
chem Begin for patience. Reagan sum·­
moned special envoy Philip Habib to Paris 
to prepare an urgent peace mission to the 
crisis zone. At Versailles, the summit lead­
ers urged an immediate cease-fire. _ ~ • ,, . 
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-•• ·~~mic~iss~es an~: concentrate9_ on; theii • 
. , co~on concern over the Soviet. st~ategic ! 

-:. threat. At Reagan's elegant dinner for Mit- --, 
terrand' in the American Embassy 'resi-
dence, the biggest sensation turned out-to be . 
First Lady Nancy Reagan. She showed up 
in a rhinestone-studded black satin outfit 
featuring knickers-an innovation that bad 
fashion writers buzzing on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The toasts after dinner bubbled up 
into Reagan's "Vive l;i. France" and Mitter-
rand's homage to "Moncher Ron." - _._ 

New Jobs: At the summit, Mitterrand 
devoted practically the ~ntire first session to 
a reading of his.beautifully printed "invita-
tion to reflection" on the need to harness 
technology to create new jobs. He warned 
that the major industrial powers must not 
monopolize s_atellite broadcasting and other 
high technologies at the expense of "the 
sovereignty of [less developed] states and 
their cultural integrity." Reagan said be was 
impressed; but he urged that any technologi-
cal programs b~ largely financed by the 
private sector, pointing out that half of the 
$80 billion-a-year U.S. bill for research and 
development comes from private sources. 
Reagan told of a 1930s U.S. Government 
technology study initiated by Franklin Roo-
sevelt that failed to anticipate television, 

. plastics, jet planes, organ transplants, laser 
~ --' - beams and even the simple ballpoint pen. 
·- • Reagan lifted his pen to make his point . 

... _ ~ Duringalunchofgooseandduckfoiegras 
Photos by Wally McNamee-N,wswm and pigeon breast with lobster sauce the 

1c~midt, Trudeau and Spadol~ni _'!t Versailles: Pomp and uncomf_ortable politics summiteersconsideredReagan'smainpitch 

From Versailles, Reagan will sally forth 
this week into the meaner days of his ten­
day European tour. Clamorous anti-Ameri­
can and anti-nuke demonstrations greeted 
him at the Place de la Bastille in Paris; many 
more protesters planned to hector him in 
Bonn and West Berlin. In a violent over- . 
ture, terrorists' bombs shattered windows 
at an American school and at the Interna­
tional Monetary Fund offlce in J>aris and 
ripped through four U.S.. military installa­
tions in West Germany. "We're not waiting 
until Reagan arrives," warned a terrorist 
group called the Revolutionary Cells. It 
claimed to have carried out the West Ger­
man attacks "as a prelude to what will 
hopefully be a very noisy, eventful and 
unforgettable reception" for the U.S. 
President. 

Offering: Reagan hopes -to neutralize 
some of the protesters with folksy states­
manship-and to ~o-opt t_be rest. He 
brought with him one attractive offering: 
word that Washington and Moscow will 
reopen strategic arms reduction talks on 
June 29. He planned to unveil another pro­
posal to cut back Warsaw Pact and NATO 
ground forces now uneasily face to face in 
Central Europe. But he also meant to pre­
sent new ideas for rebuilding NATO's con­
ventional armies--and to press the allies to 
overhaul NATO's nuclear defenses. 

Reagan gathered his Administration 
around him before be took wing for Ver­
sailles . . "Who's tending the store?" be 
asked, surveying the audience of generals, 

- Cabinet members and staffers who gath­
ered at the White House to see him off. 
"Well; I think we've got everything 
packed, and Nancy's upstairs unplugging 
the toaster," the President said. "I guess 
we're ready to_go." It took months o(plan­
ning, including three separate advance 
trips to Europe by principal White House 
aide Michael Deaver, to prepare Reagan's 
path. To make sure the President could 
still reach out and touch anyone back 
home, the White House Communications 
Agency installed 800 telephones to service 
his traveling entourage. 

Trappings: In Paris, Reagan proceeded 
amiably through· a pre-summit round of 
meetings with his allied partners. The visits 
with Socialist Mitterrand went smoothly. 
Aides shrugged off the two leaders' diamet­
rically opposed economic views. "In theory, 
our differences are quite remarkable; in 
practice, they are less so," said one candid 
French official. Socialists or not, Mitter­
rand's aides gushed over the let-them-eat• 
cake trappings of seventeenth-century Ver­
sailles. "As a Frenchman, I must say that 
you can find no place more impressive," said 
Foreign Minister Claude Cheyss<;>n, adding 

for trimming the cut-rate trade credits that 
the Europeans now offer the Soviet bloc. 
One Reagan aide had warned the }:"resident 
that the French thought he was overplaying 
his effort to bring the Russians to their knees. 
"That's not my position at all," Reagan pro­
tested. "They're flat on their tails economi­
cally," he said, arguing that the Soviets 
should get Western help only if they agree to 
behave. Even so, Schmidt and Trudeau 
forcefully advocated" normal trade with · 
Moscow. "They were so tough that Mitter­
rand didn't even have to get mixed up in it," 
said a French official. The allies gave Reagan 
a partial victory: the French and British 
signaled that they will join an agreement 
classifying the Soviet Union asan industrial­
ized nation ineligible for concessionary 
credits. And the allies called for commercial 
prudence in deals with the Soviet bloc. "This 
is stating the principle," said the Treasury's ' 
Regan. "Then you build on it." 

Reagan was back on the defensive after 
lunch when talk turned to the high U.S. 
interest rates that have hampered the allies' 
economies. Schmidt was polite, but be 
pointedly mentioned that unemployment 
and public borrowing_ are excessive across 
the West-and that U.S. interest rates are 
the highest in history. (In fact, interest rates 
bave·declined somewhat since the Big Seven 
met at Ottawa last year.) Schmidt traced the 
U.S. economic malaise to Lyndon John-
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With Mitterrand after lunch: Don't help the Soviets when they're 'flat on their tails' 
• l . . ,. " • 

: . ~~.:.. "'.....:. ' 
son's decision to finance the Vietnam War Trade. Suzuki told Reagan that U.S.-Japa­
without raising truces. The West German . nese relations were the best he could 
leader insisted that he was not blaming the· remember. But Reagan and the rest ofSuzu­
United States. But Reagan launched his, lei's Westem partners weren't mollified. 
familiar defense anyway, maintaining that They argued that Japan's package failed to 
more Americans are working than ever be- strip away non-tariff trade barriers or to 
fore-and that high interest rates are most- open Japan to ·significant foreign invest­
ly a psychological problem that will disap- ment. Suzuki retorted that he had offered as 
pear as his budget deficits shrink over the much as Japanese politics would allow. 
next three years. Thatcher supported Rea- To patch up such difficulties, the leaders 
gan, arguing that declining deficits were - resorted to a favorite device of summit­
more important indicators than the level of ry: the tliorough-and procrastinating­
interest rates. study. They ordered studies of Mitterrand's 
. • Shifts: The allies also pressed Reagan for technology concerns and of ways to level 
protection against wild fluctuations of the out the international currency markets. To 
U.S. dollar. Reagan agreed to collabo- , ·, · · . . 
rafe'with the Europeans through the In- ~. · With Nancy at dinner: Sparkling knickers • 
temational Monetary Fund to stabilize 

l 
---.l I 

• the. currency markets. The French ad- • '1 

verfised the agreement as a major U.S. 
concession. Finance Minister Jacques 
Delors declared that the United States 
was forthwith "obliged to intervene" in 
the markets to fight chaotic• shifts in -
currency values "after consultation with 
its partners." Reagan's team was less 
expansive. The Administration has al- ... 
ready ruled out intervention izj the cur­
rency markets except in. extreme cases, 
and no new IMF scheme is likely to . 
_change Washington's inind: _"If' it's a 

.·',I! 

strong dollar,· we're -not going'to inter­
vene to weaken it. If it's a weak dollar, 
we're not going to intervene to make it 
strong," said Treasury Secretary Regan. ., 
,.; • Another major problem-persuading , 
the Japanese to drop their trade barriers ' ·, 

:-. -. to Western imports-proved just as· in: ···t: 
.- , tractable. Japan's Prime Mmister Zenko ".;., 
• --~ . Suzuki arrived in Versailles touting Ja.:~? 
-,\_;. . pan's decision a weel.c earlier to liberalize ·•""' 

j, • :; • • ,::;'its rules for importing computers; nude- "r~, 
f :,.:::./ -~fiir reactors and a·few'other items.' The'·•~ 
I, i {\.- ~0Jf panese promised __ to __ break down nio__re~---
1 1 . -. ,.,_. tariff walls at a fall ministerial meeting of ~:' 

the' General Agreement on Tariffs and • . 
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Reagan Prish,e~ t 
Ronald Reagan l:lsed to think that the 

Soviet Union was too crooked to' talk 
straight about arms control. But now his 
Administration seems to have changed its r1 
tone, if not its mind. Reagan is under fire Ii 
from a growing anti-nuclear movement at . 
home and abroad; his allies sometimes ·, 
seem as anxious about his intentions as l 
they do about Leonid Brezhnev's. A costly 11 and expanding arms race can only worsen 
his budget dilemma. Gradually he has 
come to believe that pursuing arms control 
will do niore than anti-Soviet rhetoric to • 
unify the Atlantic alliance. And as he trav­
els through Europe this week, he hopes 1; 

that softer words and some new ideas on 
arms will offset.the thousands of demon­
strators who are expected to call him to 
account. Said one Reagan strategist dryly, 
"We wanted the President's trip to stress 
the unity of the alliance, not the tolerance 
of the democracies for dissent." 

Two-Track: Reagan's approach calls 
for a three-part arms-control offensive de­
signed to reassure the allies and to put the 
Soviets on the defensive. There are only 
two ways to close the gap the Administra­
tion perceives between American and So­
viet forces: the Russians can dismantle 
some of their w_eapons, or the United States 
can build more. Instead of choosing be­
tween the two approaches, the President is 
trying to go both ways at once. He wants to 
negotiate strategic-arms reductions even 
as Secretary of Defense Caspar Wein­
berger talks of plans to fight a "protracted 
nuclear war." Reagan wants to talk about 
limiting missiles in Europe while the Unit­
ed States tests and deploys new missiles; 
and lie wants to discuss reducing conven­
tional arms in Europe while improving 
NATO forces . Whether the two-track ap­
proach will work or its contradictions will 
undo it is hard to say. But on at least one 
sd:ire the President is already enjoying 
some success: a NEWSWEEK poll indicates 
that a majority of Americans believe he is 
sincere about arms control-even though 
they don't think he'll get very far. 

Reagan's harder task-and first prior­
ity-is to convince Europe of the sound­
ness as well as sincerity of his arms-control 
policies. His early, loose talk about ·the 
possibilities of a nuclear exchange in Eu­
rope deeply alarmed the allies. Some feareq 
they might be reduced to pawns between 
the superpowers; others feared that, faced 
with Moscow's overwhelming superiority 

• in ground . troops and tanks, the United 
- States would back down rather than expose 
. its own cities to a nuclear attack. To allay 

: __ these anxieties, NATO decided in 1979 to 
• -•offset mobile Soviet SS-20 intermediate­
,· range missiles by deploying Pershing II and 
~· cruise missiles in Western Europe-while 

• .. , - . . 

NEWSWEEK/JUNE 14, 1982 



. . 

i . 

Arnts Control 
negotiating a reduction in the number of . 
these missiles to zero. The President has 
also·proposed that Mosc;:ow and Washing­
ton each reduce its long-range strategic 
arsenal to 5,000warheads. 

Commitment: The Soviet Union and 
the United States have been talking about 
intermediate-range missiles in Geneva and 
will resume talks on bigger nukes at the end 
of this month. To help restart the strategic­
arms talks, the Administration committed 
itself to honor the stymied SALT II ac-

. cord, and the Soviet Union agreed to aban-
1 don its insistence that the treaty be ratified. 

The President made the commitment last 
week, but the deal was made before Rea­
gan's latest pitch on strategic weapons in a 
speech last month at Eureka College. "The 
President would not have made such a 
proposal if he knew it had no chance of 
success," said one Reagan aide. 

• No one in the Reagan Administration 
believes arms negotiations will succeed 
any time soon . . Haig and his iµdes remain 
convinced that the Soviets have agreed to 
talk only to play to the European galleries 
in hopes ofblocking the deployment of the 
Pershing II and cruise missiles. Moscow 
says the United States is trying to get some­
thing for nothing. But both countries will 
offer at least a semblance of talking seri­
ously on three fronts: 

START: The U.S. aim in the strategic 
arms reduction talks is to get rid of the 
Soviets' heavy missiles, notably 308 big 
SS-18's that could knock out U.S. Minute-

""' t' ., ' >",:-.. ' ,;',. --~-

~ SIZING .UR START '' 
tJ1

~ this ~ew~viEEK Pon .The Gall~p Oi­
;fJi~ri)zatio,nint'~ryie~ed ?19 ad~lts by tele- . 
,~p~9.rie- 9n 'J~~~? and_ (t 1

Tp_e !Tl!!f9in of,{ 
}f error is plus orminus 5 percentage points. • ~ 
izyr--· .... * • ~ • , 
''\,. '/ >I •• , .. : f, ~ ,- . """' 

,:-rsome people believe that President Rea-· 
;,;.gan;s new proposal for strategic nuclear 
f, arms reduction talks with the Soviet Union 
:fis a genuine effo'rt to cut th'e size of U.S. , 
:• and Soviet nuclear arsenals. Others be-
t lieve~the proposal _is designed mainly. to 
~• f sto'p ,criticism ip- the United States arid , • 
~Western Europe o f .his defense buildup: • 
•t, Which comes closer to' your view? ...... ,,: .:;J_';. . 
w-,.~.¼:' -... ,-"'•··'.'"!: rl~ ~ ~;:t~r :- :;. • 

';; Genuine effort • '· 
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:c Don't know .' • _ 
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MacNelly-Chicago Tribune 

man silos. The Soviets _are. thought to be new limit for each side of 700,000 ground 
worried not by missiles that the United troops and 200,000 airmen in Central Eu­
States now deploys but by some yet to rope. The reduction ultimateiy would re­
come, particularly the. big and very accu- quire the withdrawal of 91,000 NATO 
rate Trident U and the¥)(. The outside troops.and 262,000 Warsaw Pact soldiers. 
possibility of a bargain remains if a trade Reagan will also suggest a series of confi­
can be worked out reducing existing Soviet dence-ouilding measures to verify force 
·weapons in return for prospective Ameri- reductions and reassure both sides against 
can ones. In the Eureka speech Reagan the threat of sneak attack. 
proposed that both sides agree to a limit of' At the same time that Reagan is propos-
5,000 warheads, down from their current ing reductions, he will urge that NATO 
troves ofansstimated 7,500, followed later upgrade its fosces. Unlike Jimmy Carter, 
by limits on total throw weight and num- he will not focus on more European de­
hers of land-based weapons. In a 3,000- fense spending but instead will suggest that 
word editorial last week, Pravda said Rea- the alliance eliminate waste and duplica­
gan's proposal would "inflict considerable tion in an effort to concentrate on prepar­
damage on the defense capacity" of the ing a conventional defense against 29 War­
Soviet Union. So both sides will begin the saw Pact armored divisions. 
STARTtalksperhapsimpossiblyfarapart. The difficulties in the Administration's 

•. • INF: There has been little progress since approach are clear. All of Reagan's pro­
talks on intermediate-range nuclear forces posals are simple because they are designed • 
resumed in November. Reagan has pro- to appeal broadly to U.S. and European , 
posed that the Soviets give up the more public opinion; but they avoid complex­
than 200 SS-20 missiles pointed at Western ities that will inevitably arise once serious 
Europe for the cancellation of the planned talks begin. If Rez_gan is right in arguing 
U.S. deployment of 108 Pershing II mis- that Moscow holds a significant edge over 

.. siles and 464 ground7launched cruise mis7 the West in conventional arms and inter­
siles in West Germany, Italy, Belgium and • mediate- ·and long-range missiles, ·then his 
the Netherlands. The Administration is • proposals require a greater sacrifice by the 
going ahead with plans to deploy the mis- . Soviets than by Washington. This is a 
siles in 1983. "I'm not sure the Soviets will sound way to begin a tough set of negotia-- . 

• have much incentive to ta_lk seriously until . tions, but it is obvious that the proposals 
they are convinced that we are going now on the front pages will not serve as the 
through with our plans," said one senior basis for a deal. Indeed, the Soviet Union 
U.S. official. • • may be able to squeeze the Administration 

MBFR: In a speech to.the West German into a corner where it will have to make 
Bundestag this week, 'Reagan wiB try to significant concessions or lose the public- , 
resurrect the moribund mutual balanced relations war. Perhaps the best hope is that 
force reductions talks on cutting conven: whatever their motives, both sides will try 
tionalforces in Europe: The talks between so hard to curry public favor that they 

·twelve NATO nations and the Wai-saw might talk each other into· at least a bit of 
Pact have dragged· on· for nine years . in. f progress. -· • • -,~,-~;, :· . ., -
.Vienna. Reagan is' expected tci suggest a :~ :~,1-;>-1.tui-Nt,.:-: ,.,": ioHNWALCOTiinParis , 
·i! ... ~.fh1
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Ready to meet: Japan's Suzuki, Britain's Thatcher, Reagan, France's Mitterrand, West Gennany's Schmidt, Canada's Trudeau, Italy's Spadollnl - . . 
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Summitry with -Style 
. -

Gracious toasts and easy ·charm mark a quest for Western unity 

I 
t was a sumptuous spectacular, the 
high theater that Ronald Reagan 
thrives on, with all the world as his 
stage. Meetings with six world leaders 

at the stunning Versailles Palace of 
_ Louis XIV. Gracious toasts at glittering 

dinners. Statesmanlike reaffirmations of 
Western unity. And of course, as always 
with Reagan, affable banter with foreign 
politicians and.American reporters alike. 
On the personal level, the President's 
Grand Tour of Europe got off to a heady 
start last week in France. Reagan dis­
played the same style and charm that has 
disarmed friend and foe at home. 

On the political and diplomatic lev­
els, the verdict will take longer to deter­
mine. The Versailles summit of leaders of 
the non-Communist world's seven might­
iest industrial powers,* the eighth in a se­
ries devoted to economic issues, produced 
no new strategy to deal with worldwide 
recession, and nobody had seriously 
expected it to do -so. But the seven did 
come to some understandings that make 
a start-in some cases, a small one-
•The U.S., Britain, Canada, France, Italy, Japan 
and West Germany. 
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toward bridgu;g divergent positions. 
The two key decisions: . 
► The summit agreed to set up a process 
aimed at achieving stability in the inter­
national monetary system and greater 
economic coordination. In connection 
with that, the U.S. promised that it would 
intervene in world money markets to 
shore up other· curreJ}cies, presumably 
selling dollars and buying, say, francs or 
pounds. Secretary of the Treasury Donald 
Regan said this would be done only "if 
there are disorderly market conditions." 
That did not entirely satisfy the Europe­
ans and Canadians, who would prefer fre­
quent intervention to keep exchange rates 
fairly stable-so that they would not need 
to raise their interest rates to protect their 
currencies. But they viewed it as a sub­
stantial concession, since the U.S. had 
long objected to intervention out of free­
market principle. Said West German Fi-· 
nance Minister Manfred Lahnstein: "The 
U.S. has adopted a different philosophy." 
Regan denied that, and it remains to be 
seen whether the U.S. interpretation of 
what justifies intervention will satisfy the 
other countries.~-·· 

-: ·.- . . 

► The Europeans indicated a willingness 
to raise interest rates on government-sub­
sidized loans and export sales to the Sovi-
et Union and some of its allies. If "guide­
lines" suggested by the 25-nation • 
Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development are adopted, the 
U.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia and East Ger­
many would pay 12¼% to 12½%, de­
pending on the length of the credits, vs. 
10½% to 11 % currently. That was a very 
long way from satisfying the U.S., which 
had campaigned for restrictions on the 
amount as ·well as the cost of credit ex­
tended to the Soviet bloc. As late as Satur­
day evening the Europeans were trying to 
keep all mention of East-West trade out 
of the final communique, to the displea­
sure of American negotiators. Nonethe­
less, making the Soviets pay more for 
loans would constitute a first step toward ,. 
removing what Washington regards as a 
Western subsidy to Communist econo­
mies. Said one senior U.S. official: "The 
President will continue on this course af­
ter the summit. It is'important to him." . 

There were other sources of tension at 
th1; summit. The British were furious at 



DAVI D IURNETT-CONTACT 

The American President saluting French Gardes Republicaines on his a_rrival at the Palace of Versailles for opening of the summit 

the U.S. for trying to switch its vote on a 
United Nations resolution calling for an 
immediate cease-fire in the Falkland Is­
lands from veto to abstention (see 
WORLD). At a Friday morning photo ses­
sion, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
stood stony-faced beside a smiling Rea­
gan, who could not answer reporters' 
questions as to what had happened. Said 
one White House aide: "The boss wasn't 
in on this one. Maybe he should have 
been. Maybe that was the trouble." 

So the first leg of Reagan's European 
trip was not an unqualified success. There 
was, of course, much more to come. As 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan prepared to 
leave Versailles Monday morning, all the 
big TV spectaculars of their European 
journey-the Pre!ident's meeting with 
Pope John Paul II in the Vatican, his ad­
dresses to Britain's Parliament and the 
West German Bundestag, his horseback 
ride with Queen Elizabeth II in Windsor 
Great Park-were yet to occur. So too 
were the huge anti-Reagan demonstra­
tions being organized by nuclear protest­
ers in Bonn, West Berlin and London. 

Administration officials had hoped 
that Reagan might have drained some of 
the passion out of the rallies by announc­
ing, before he left Washington; that tp.e 
U.S. and the Soviet Union would begin 
talks on reduction of strategic nuclear 
weapons in Geneva at the end of June. 
But the early _portents were mixed. In 
Rome, a crowd estimated at anywhere 
from 100,000 to 300,000 marched Satur- ­
day in a demonstration, organized largely 
by the Italian Communist Party, that took 
on a decidedly anti-American tone. Many 
of the marchers shook their fists as they 
passed the U.S. embassy. On the other 
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hand, organizers claimed to have brought 
out 100,000 people in Bonn the same da;i 
for a pro-U.S. rally; some carried signs 
asking WHERE WOULD WE BE WITHOUT 
AMERICA? 

There was no doubt that Reagan was 
up for his ten-day, 10,659-milejaunt. The 
President began striking mixed notes of 
light humor and high seriolJ$ness even be­
fore he left. Speaking to 300 Government 
officials who assembled in the White 
House East Room Wednesday to see him 
off, the President observed: "We've got 
everything packed, and Nancy is upstairs 
unplugging the toaster. I guess we're 
ready to go." 

A 
fter the laughter died dqwn, the 
President talked of the impor­
tance of his mission to strengthen 
the Western alliance. Said he: "I 

know there are some who question the 
value of the alliance, who view it as cum­
bersome and at times unresponsive to the 
need for action. And there are those peo­
ple still, in our land, who yearn for the iso­
lationist shell. But because .we've rejected 
those other courses back over the recent 
decades, there has been peace for almost 
40 years on the Western front." 

Air Force One landed at Orly Airport 
near Paris a few minutes before midnight 
on a rainy Wednesday. Nancy held an 
umbrella over the President as they trod a 
soggy red carpet; to be greeted by French 
Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson. It was 
not a night for ceremony. The Reagans 
sped off to the residence of U.S. Ambassa­
dor Evan Galbraith to recuperate from jet • 
lag and prepare for the first serious task: 
cementing Reagan's friendship with 
French President Fran~is Mitter-

rand, his host at the Versailles summit. 
The restrained French Socialist intel­

lectual and the affable American conser­
vative are temperamental as well as ideo­
logical opposites; even Reagan's loose 
strides contrast with Mitterrand's 
straight-backed, precise steps. But they 
respect each other as politicians who 
scored almost simultaneous electoral tri­
umphs, even though as late as 1980 both 
were widely regarded as has-beens who 
had missed their chance for power. In ad­
dition, they have found common ground 
on some foreign policy issues. Both fear 
that if Britain presses the Falkland Is­
lands war with Argentina to a total mili­
tary victory, relations between Latin 
America and the Western allies could be 
poisoned for years to come. But Reagan 
apparently refrained from urging that 
view on Thatcher last week. -

Reagan started his rounds midday 
Thursday at an elaborate "working 
lunch" in the Elysee Palace where Mitter­
rand was host. The two leaders, with five 
aides on each side, talked about the Falk­
lands, Central America and the Middle 
East. Both Presidents agreed that a deci­
sive victory for Iran in its war with Iraq 
could set off what one French spokesman 
called an "avalanche" of Muslim funda­
mentalism threatening the stability of the 
Persian Gulf region. 

All indications were, however, that 
the leaders paid as much attention to the 
food (salad of seafood with asparagus; 
truffied grenadines of veal) as to diploma­
cy. Said Reagan: "We did not get into 
heavy discussions." That night Reagan 
played host to Mitterrand at a lavish din­
ner (sea bass flambe, saddle of lamb) at 
the American embassy. Toasting his 
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An afternoon stroll with Thatcher around the gardens of the American embassy in Paris • ~ 
. ..... -< . • ... ·--~~ --:. •. ·•, • ' • ~'. • -. • ·- ~ 

guest, Reagan remarked that . 60,000 reproachful tone, "Now, how could the 
Americans lie buried in France, where food be? Delicious. We're in Paris!" At the 
they fought iri the two world wars. Mitter- embassy dinner, the former California 
rand recalled that French soldiers fought Governor told his French guests, "We 
beside Americans in the U.S. Revolution- know France has great appreciation for 
ary War. fine wines. That's why we decided to treat 

Throughout the day, Reagan was at you to some California wine !Qnight." Mit­
his informal best. At the Elysee lunch, he terrand, carried a way by all the camarade­
told the old joke about a lawyer and a rie, addressed Reagan as "mon cher Ron." 
Pope who arrived simultaneously at the Nancy Reagan· set the Paris fashion 
gates of heaven. St. Peter admitted the world abuzz by appearing at the embassy 
lawyer immediately, explaining to the dinner . in black, rhinestone-studded 
waiting Pontiff that the attorney got spe- knickers that peeped out · from under a 
cial • consideration because heaven was chiffon overskirt. The outfit was created 
crowded with Popes, but no lawyer had by her favorite California designer, James 
ever made it before. That drew a laugh Galanos. 
from present and former lawyers in his After dinner Nancy did not see. her 
audience-including Mitterrand., husband between Friday m9ming and 

Outside the Elysee, an. American re- · Sunday evening. No spouses were present 
porter called out, "How was the food, Mr. during the Versailles economic delibera­
President?" Reagan answered in a mock- tions. The First Lady visited a center for 

Nancy Reagan visiting a school for chefs In Paris before her husband amved at Versailles 

Rhinestone-studded knickers at a dinner for Mitte"and set the fashion world abuzz. 
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the blind and a school for chefs in Paris and 
on Sunday attended a ceremony in Nor­
mandy honoring the Americans who fell in 
the D-day invasion 38 years earlier, while 
her husband was closeted with the chiefs of 
government in Louis XIV's palace. 

Before going there, Reagan met pri­
vately at the U.S. embassy with Japanese ' 
Prime Minister Zenke Suzuki for an hour 
and ten minutes, and for 90 minutes with 
Thatcher, who walked over from the Brit­
ish embassy a few hundred feet away. 
"Hello, Al," Thatcher called to Secretary 
of State Alexander Haig, who was waiting 
to greet her on the steps. Finally, on Fri­
day afternoon before the Versailles sum­
mit, Reagan dropped in at the Hotel de 
Ville (Paris' city hall) to see Mayor Jac­
ques Chirac, who is also leader of the neo­
Gaullists, the strongest opposition party 
to Mitterrand's Socialists in the French 
parliament. 

Because of the tight security, it was al­
most the only-occasion that enabled the 
French public to get a glimpse of Reagan. 
He waved through the tinted glass of his 
Lincoln at a crowd of 2,000 lining tqe Av­
enue Victoria as his motorcade sped away 
from the meeting with Chirac. One rea­
son for the heavy precautions: that morn° 
ing a bomb had exploded at the American 
School of Paris, located in the suburb of 
Saint-Cloud. There were no injuries. On 
the school's wall was inscribed the legend 
ACTION DIRECTE, the name of an out­
lawed ultraleft organization. --

In his conversation with Chirac, Rea­
gan described the meeting of the allied 
leaders at Versailles as a "historic sum- . , 
mit." Indeed, the problems faced by the i 
industrialized West are momentous. f 
From nation to nation, the non-Commu-· 
n.ist industrial world is mired in its worst 
economic slump since the 1930s, one 
marked by heavy unemployment almost 
everywhere and in most countries (though 
no longer in the U.S.) by rapid inflation as 
well. All parties agree that in the interde­
pendent world economy, the major trad-
ing nations should keep their economic 
policies from clashing lest they delay re- • • 
covery or even make the downturn worse. 
But preliminary discussions among the 
diplomatic aides who prepared the way 
for the surnmitteers turned up sharp vari­
ances as to how economic strategies 
should be coordinated. 

B 
efore he left Washington, Reagan 
declared that he hoped to per­
suade the other six leaders to rec­
oncile their policies "first, · to re­

duce inflation." That was an unlikely 
ambition. The Europeans and Canadians 
regard unemployment as the more press­
ing evil. The economic arguments are in­
extricably bound up with world politics. 
The French and West Germans, in par­
ticular, make a strong point that NATO 
cannot build the military strength that 
Reagan desires if the economies of the in­
dustrialized West are sapped by high un­
employment rates. Said one French diplo-
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• . unemployment continues to grow across 

the Continent, what is a jobless youth to 
think? He is bound to think that it is ab­
surd to spend billions in national wealth . 
onarmaments." · • -, -·:::. "''" ~-:,"". 

To the other six, the U.S. obsession ~ 
with fighting inflation is a large part of the 
problem: it causes high American interest 
rates, · which pull up rates around the 
world. At the summit, West German 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt told Reagan 
that "the real impediment to productive 
investment is high interest rates," and Ca­
nadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau 
asked: "How long can we wait until inter­
est rates come· down?" Reagan replied 
that he was trying to reduce rates by trim­
ming deficits and even claimed that a bal­
anced U.S. budget is "in sight." When? 
Treasury Secretary Regan later alJiwered 
wryly: "President Reagan is a mari oflong 
vision." 

European economic experts concen­
trated on winning some concessions on · 
currency intervention, but before the 
summit they had run into philosophical 
objections. Said one European summit 
planner: "I am struck by how dogmatic 
the Americans are. We used to think of 
them as the pragmatists, and ourselves as 
the ideologues. Now they are the ones 
who are ideological." 

ven as helicopters were depositing 
the seven heads of government on 
the lawn at Versailles Friday eve­
ning, their aides were negotiating 

what amounted to a trade-off between the 
Europeans' views on money-market inter­
vention and the prime American demand 
for some kind of curb on lending to the 
U.S.S.R. and allies. Economically, it was 
not very logical: the issues of currency fluc­
tuations and loans to the Soviet bloc have 
almost nothing to do with each other. Po­
litically, though, the logic was inarguable: 
each side would get something, though 
very far from all that it wanted. ·· . 

Other subjects came up at the summit. 
The other six once a1Jain gently prodded 
the U.S. to pay more heed to the demands 
of poor countries for a more equitable 
sharing of the world's resources. Mitter­
rand, in his speech opening the summit, 
presented a vision of heavy investment in 
high technology lifting both industrial and 
undeveloped countries out of the econom­
ic slough toward higher standards of liv­
ing. Said Mitterrand expansively: "Com­
munications technologies will usher in a 
new form of civilization." 

Meanwhile, aides were drafting a fi­
nal communique couched in the most 
general of terms. To some obse:Pr'ers, the 
atmosphere seemed more testy than at 
previous economic summits, and the 
compromises struck were certain to 
please no one totally. But the seven lead­
ers at least down-played their splits and 
avoided souring the atmosphere for Rea­
gan as he continues his European journey 
this week. -,-By George J. Church. Reported by 
Laurence L Barrett with Reagan and Lawrence 
Malkin/Versa/lies 
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··e same store,, called this .s\.llilID..it-journey "Three.Yanks in Europe." 
:" That will sell in Dixon and maybe Peoria as well'. - ~- • - ~. 
Secretary of tlie Treasury Donald Regan·, along .with his .economic to 

eel his trusty tool,,kit (screwdriver, pliers, corkscrew)~ which he'uses for em 
ies, .like· repairing his speffu.cles. Secretacy of State Alex.ancfer Haig orde 

hree'elega:nt.new suits from bis London tailor, Alexander Tarpey (dark gr 
er blue): Ronald Reagan '.had his.Hollywood pompadour sculpted by 

1Milton Pitts and'polished a·few P.hrases_ of-schoolbook French ("M. 
, '.' delivered like_" Aw shucks'!):' The President also made sure ·that so 
.wine (9tgich{,Hills Charaonna}t 1979) and"Nancy's Galanos go , 
'· Jro1d·ofAir • ·ro ehe~ · etrou_peon.theplane 
~CJ'' • #" 

"' :, ~ 

eir "Roads" and 
• . . and plenty of since 

, • cs can deplore 

rugtw9v ura, g 
esident to: c:ijng rol 

•. reconciler~ ii§. all • 
at once. n.g; - und 

~ the.White, Rouse, onlxJ,Y· 
and Hait .ran ·ic,< 2f pages ¥on 'the • 
• ., the Atlaritic). "We run .the Govemme 
idential Aide James Baker, ensconced in a suite in the Crillon, 

watering hole of Emes~ Hemingway's 60 years ago. Indeed, 
by .llinousine:;fromlw;ich,a,t.the El~ Palace'to the American 
- . offrus'coaf."csafdown in: shii:tsleev~ b,elow,..a picture ofJeffe 
nticello, anqsent'.his thoughts-011·t11eibudget battle back ·to 

ofthe Potomac:,, ~:e:"'-•• ,ii: .. ~. 
• kind' of summitry is always:, '<, . . ere IS tens10 

tween staffs, between:lndivid .-. et there is,almost alw 
the principle ofliberty, )be glue of the free world." : 

·ts remind most' thougptful ~e. that American nucl 
e Soviets, that American rd the trade routes Harriers in the E • , ., S1dewinder ..missiles.~ 
thls £uro~xtra ership.-Ronald Rea' ' 
• ~ ,t'.'A'.Yahk w • ge; has a 'beautiful • 

. ·c~·an· ~ bas.a lot.going:li 
• " ' . ~ , • ', e-old~days to • 
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