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WHITE HOUSE FOR DODIE KANIAKIAN ¢
USiCk FOR EU/TASK FORCE

E.0. 12885 N/R
TAGS: NOKE =
SUBJECT: ELLE INTERVIEW WITH MRS. REAGAN

1. FOLLOWING IN PARA 2 IS THE TEXT OF AN INTERVIEW
WITH MRS. REAGAK IN THE JUNE EDITION -OF THE WEEKLY
BAGAZINE, "ELLE". POCST WILL POUCH CDPY TO THE WHITE
HOUSE. MRS. REAGAK DCES NOT APPEAR ON THE COVER AS WAS
EXPECTED. THE EXPLAKATIOK GIVEN EY ELLE 1S THAT 1)
SIKZE THE INTERVIEW WiTH KRS, REAGAN FOR KARIE-CLAIRE
LPPEARED LAST WEEK, ELLE DID MOY KAVE AN EXCLUSIVE,
END 20 SINCE 1T WAS EXFECTED THAT ANOTRER M4GAZINE OF
THE SAME PUBLISHIKG GROUF (PARIS-HATCH) WOULD USE &
PKOTC OF BOTH THE FRESIDENT AKD HRS. REAGAN, ELLE
DECIDED NOT TO DO SC. TKE INTERVIEW 1S ILLUSTRATED
WITH THREE COLOR PICTURES, OF MRS. REAGAN IN THL RED
DRESS, EATING WITH THE PRESIDENT IN A SITTING ROOH
AKD RIDING IN CALIFORNIA

2. TITLE: “NANCY REAGAN ANSWERS OUR INDISCREET
QUESTIONS : OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT, COLOMEE
PRINGLE, ASKED HER WHAT SHE CALLS THE PRESIDENT IN
PRIVATE, WHAT HER OPINIDK IS ON ABORTION AND THE
DEATH PENALTY, AND WHETHER SHE EVER GETS INVOLVED IN
pPoLITICS. *

BEGIN TEXT: “THE WHITE HDUSE IS REALLY WHITE. FOR THE
LAST SEVENTEEN HO%HHS, AND FOR THE NEXT TW0 YEARS AND
SEVEN MONTHS (UNTIL THEIR HANDAT EXPIRES), THE

REAGARS HAVE ABANDONED THE SUNSHINE OF THE WEST COAST
AND THE TAWDRY CHARM OF CALIFORNIA, THEIR COWBOY
BOOTS AND THE RANCH THAT GOES WITH THEM FOR THIS "HOME
SWEET HOME® !N THE WHITE HOUSE WHICH, BESIDES

OFFICIAL OFFICES, HAS 383 ROOMS, RECENTLY COMPLETELY
REDECORATED BY THE WOMAN THAT THE AMERICANS,
SARCASTICALLY OR DEMOCRATICALLY, CALL "QUEEN NANCY®
AND WITH WHOM I TODAY HAVE AN APPOINTHENT.

OUR MEETIRG WILL TRKE PLACE ON THE FIRST FLOOR, K

THE "LIBRARY," AN AGREEABLE ROOM WITH A VIEW OF

NOTHENG AND L INED WiTH BOOKS SUCH AS “THE LIFE AND
DEATE OF ABRAKRAM LIKCCLN,= THAT JUSTIFY ITS BEING
CALLED A LIBRARY. ON THE WALLS ARE SOHE VERY GOOD 18TH
CENTURY PICTURES AND SOME PORTRA!TS OF INDIAN CHIEFS.
OVER THE FIREPLACE, STILL ANOTHER PORTRAIT, BUT

THIS ONE IS OF AN ARERICAK CH!EF, GEORGE WASHINGTON
HIMSELF, PAINTED BY GILBERT STUART. ¢

-

FOR REASONS OF PROTOCCL OR ORGARIZATION, | WIlLL EE
INSTALLED IN THIS RCOHM A QUARTER OF AN HOUR BEFORE
HADANE.

ALREADY PRESENT 1S ChE OF HER PRESS ATTACHES, &

UNGCEASSTEIED

TELEGRAM

B4766]1 ICABDE
PHOTOGRAPHER WHO WILL FLASH EACH ONE OF OUR SHMILES AND
OUR HANDSHAKE, SOMEONE TO RECORD OUR CONVERSATION,

(AND A TRAY WiTK TWO LARGE GLASSES, TWO OF ICE TEA AND

THO OTHERS FILLED WITH WATER AT THE SAME TEMPERATURE
WHICH WE WILL NOT HAVE TIME TO TASTE, MUCK LESS THE
DESIRE. WHEN SKE ENTERS PRECISELY AT 3:3€, THIN VERY
THIN, A SHILE OK HER LIPS, KER JACKET OVER HER ARK

AND A BAG, AS IF SHE ALSO WAS VISITING, NANCY

REAGAN WILL BE PRECEDED BY HER CHIEF PRESS ATTACHE AND
FOLLOWED BY A BODYGUARD. POLITE HANDSHAKES. FORMAL
SMILES, MADAME SITS DOWN. | SIT DOWN AS DO THE
OTHERS. THROUGHOUT THE WKOLE CONVERSATION THEY WILL

REMAIN SEATED OR THE COUCH.

ELLE - THIRTY ONE YEARS AGO, YOU WERE NANCY DAVIS,
ACTRESS. YOU HET ROKALD REAGAN, ACTOR, AKD YOUR
MARRIED. DID YOU EVER IMAGINE THAT YOU WOULD BE THE
FIRST LADY OF THE U.S. ?

NR - NO. NEVER. | MARRIED AN ACTOR.

ELLE - AT THIS TIME, DID YOU HAVE ANY POLITICAL
CONVICTIONS?

NR - NO 1 WAS NEVER INTERESTED iIN POLITICS. MY
HUSBAND WAS ALWAYS INVCLVED IN POLITICS IN THAT HE
BECAME ACTIVE WHEN HE WAS INTERESTED !N AN ISSUE. BUT
HE, AND | DON'T SAY THIS WITH PRIDE, i KNEW VERY
LITTLE AEOUT“FOLITICS, REALLY VERY LITTLE

WE ARE SEATED EACH OX CNE SIDE OF THE FIREPLACE IK
ARFMCHATRS COVERED IN NEEDLEPOINT IK SHADES OF PINK,
ALROST CCMFORTABLE, NOT TOO CLOSE, AS IF TO KEEP
BY
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ANY WAVES OF POSSIBLE EMOTION FROG MEETING. NDT TDO
FAR APART, SO THAT | ¥ilLL NOT BE DISTRESSED IF WE
DISAGREE. NO, NO, T IS THE CORRECT DiPLOMATIC
DISTANCE, ONE WHICH IMPRESSES BUT GIVES NOTHING. |F

WE EACH REACHED OUT WITH A LEG WE WOULD BARELY BE ABLE
TO FIGHT A DUEL WiTH OUR PUMPS. HER SMALL HEELED SHOES
ARE PINK AND GREEN. HER DRESS HAS WHITE AND PINK
DESIGNS ON IT. PiNK LIKE THE PEONIES ON THE ROUND
TABLE N THE MIDDLE OF THE SQUARE ROOM. SHE HAS LOVELY
HANDS WHICH SHE DOESK'T USE. WELL SHAPED NAILS, NOT
POLISHED. HER HANDS REMAIN POISED, CROSSED ON HER
KMEES. SHE HOLDS MERSELF VERY STRAIGHT.

ELLE - THE NIGKT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, WERE
YOU SURPRISED BY YOUR HUSBAND'S SUCESS?

NR - WE HAD BEEN TOLD THAT THE ELECT!ON WOULD BE VERY
TIGHT AND THAT IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO WAIT ALL NIGHT
FOR THE RESULT. SO | WAS IN MY BATH AND HE WAS IN THE
SHOWER BEFORE GOING FOR COCKTAILS AT THE HOME DF
FRIENDS, AS IS OUR TRADITION EVERY ELECTION. AND
SUDDENLY ! HEARD ON THE TELEVISION THAT HE HAD BEEN
ANNOUNCED AS THE WINNER. | JUMPED OUT OF MY BATH,
WRAPPED MYSELF IN A TOWEL, RONNIE 60T DUT OF THE
SKOVER, AND THERE WE WERE, LOOKING AT THE

TELEVISION.  (ENCHANTING SHMILE). THEN THE TELEPHONE
RANG. [T WAS CARTER WHO CONFIRMED THE RESULYS. BUT IT
DIDN’T SEEM TO HAPPEN AS | THOUGHT [T SHOULD. t HAD
PREPARED MYSELF TO STAY UP ALL NIGHT.

L 4
ELLE - HOW MANY PEDPLE WORK WITH YOU?

NR - "HOW MANY ARE YOU,* SHE ASKS, ADDRESSING ONE

Of THE PEOPLE PRESENT FOR THE MEETING? (AND THEREFORE
USEFUL), TURNING HER EYES BACK TO ME (THEY ARE SAID

TO BE HAZEL, BUT ARE TOO FAR AWAY FROM ME TO

VERIFY). “THERE ARE FIFTEEN PEOPLE.®

ELLE - SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN FIRST LADY, YOU SEEM VERY
CONCERNED ABOUT DRUG ABUSE AND THE USE OF ALCOHOL AMONG
YOUNG AHMERICANS. IS THIS A BIG PROBLEM iN THE U.S$?

NR - | HAVE ALREADY SA)D, AND | REPEAT, THIS IS THE
MOST DEHMOCRATIC PROBLEM THAT WE HAVE IN THIS COUNTY,
BECAUSE IT TOUCHES SO MANY AREAS, AGES, RACIAL
GROUPS, POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.
THE OTHER DAY; A TWELVE YEAR OLD GIRL WAS ARRESTED
FOR USING HEROIN. IN A NUMBER OF CENTERS FOR DRUG
USERS THAT 1 HAVE VISITED, | HAVE SEEN CHILDREN WHO
STARTED USING DRUGS WHEN THEY WERE MINE, TEN...,

ELLE - WAVE YOU HAD TH!S PROBLEM [N YOUR FARILY OR
AMONG YOUR FRIENDS?

KR - NOT IN fY FAMILY. {10 BE UNDERSTOOD "DONM'T BE
RIDICULOUS®). BUT EACH ONE OF US, IX THIS COUNTRY AT

TELEGRAM

PATE62  ICARES
LEAST, HAS FRIENDS WHO HAVE MAD SERIOUS PROBLEMS.
ELLE - HAVE YOU YOURSELF EVERY VAKEN DRUGS? .
1
MR - OH, NO, NO NEVER (7O BE UNDERSYOOD: °“THAT’S
ENOUGK OF THAT.® FIRST, BECAUSE WHEN | WAS GROWING
UP, THERE WEREN'T ARY DRUGS. ALSO BECAUSE MY FATHER
WAS A DOCTOR, AND | STROKGLY DOUBT THAT | WOULD HAV
BEEN TEMPTED.

ELLE - TO FIGHT THIS PROBLEM, DO YOU PERSONALLY TRY
TO INTERVENE AT THE LEVEL OF DRUG DEALERS? N

‘NR -~ MO, THIS IS NOT MY AREA. 1T IS MY HUSBAND WHO

TAKES CARE OF THAT AND HE HAS_ASKED THAT PERALTIES FOR
DRUG DEALING BE MADE MORE SEVERE.

ELLE - YOU ALSO CONCERN YOURSELF WiTH AN ORGANIZATION
CALLED “THE FOSTER GRANDPAREXT’S PROGRAM.® COULD YOU
EXPLAIN THE ROLE OF TH!S ORGANIZATION?

NR - OH, IT’S A MARVELOUS ASSOCIAT!OK. (fT HUST BE
BECAUSE NANCY REAGAK’S SHMILE BLOSSOMED FOR THE FIRST
TIME). GENERALLY, ORGANIZATIONS OF THIS KIND BENEF!IT
ONLY ONE PARTY. HOWEVER, THIS ORGANIZATIONK BENEF!ITS
BOTH THE YOUNG CHILDREN WHD NEED A LOT OF LOVE,
AFFECTION, ATTENTION, (1°M TALKING OF CHILDREN FOR
THE MOST PART WHO ARE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED.), AS WELL
AS THE OLDER PEOPLE THAT DNE HAS A TENDENCY TO FORGET.
SINCE TODAY WE HAVE BECOME SO ORIERTED TOWARDS YOUTH,
AT A CERTAIN POINT IN LIFE, (WHEN THE CHILDREN ARE
GONE), OLDER PEOPLE MAY FIND THEMSELVES ALONE AND
FEEL USELESS, UNDESIRABLE, UNLOVED. GET THE TWO
BT
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SIOES TOGETHER AND ONE CAN GIVE TO‘THE OTHER WHAT IT
NEEDS AND VICE VERSA. NO HOSPITAL CAN FULFILL THAT
ROLE. THEY DON'T HAVE SUFFICIENT PERSONNEL. THKUS,
SENIOR CITIZENS HAVE A REASON TO GET UP 1IN THE

MORNING. TO CONTINUE TO HAVE A REASON TO GET UP IN THE
MORNING. TO CONTINUE TO HAVE TRE DESIRE TO LIVE.

ELLE- YOU DON'T HAVE GRANDCHILDREN. DO YOU REGRET [T?
NR- YES. 1 AM DYING TO HAVE GRANDCHILDREN. ALL OF A
SUDDEN, MAKCY REAGAN NO LONGER HAS THE FORMAL LOOK,

OR A FIRST LADY'S SMILE SOFTENED BY PASTEL LIPSTICK,
AND INSPITE OF THE UNALTERED DISTANCE BETWEEN OUR TWO
ARMCHAIRS, | FEEL AN {HPERCEPTABLE TENDERNESS FLY
OVER THE PROTOCOL ATHOSPHERE AND JUMP OVER THE SOFAS
WHERE THE LISTENERS ARE SEATED, LISTENERS THAT |
WOULDN'T HAVE INVITED IF MY ADVICE HAD BEEN ASKED.

ELLE- BASED ON SOME OF YOUR STATEMENTS, YOU SEEM TO
BE PREOCCUPIED BY THE WEAKENING OF THE FAMILY AND OF
HORALITY IN YOUR COUNTRY. HOW CAN YOU INTERVENE ON
THAT LEVEL?

NR- IN CONTINUING TO TALK ABOUT IT AS | AM
DOING...BUT...AND | HOPE THIS 1S NOT WISKFUL
THINKING, | BELIEVE THAT PRESENTLY WE ARE RETURNING
TO A STRONGER (SENSE OF) FAMILY TIES. 1IN A CERTAIN
WAY, ONE OF THE RESULTS OF THE WORK OR ALL THESE DRUG
PROBLENS WITH THE PARENTS’ GROUPS THAT | MENTIONED TO
YOU 1S NOT ONLY THAT THEY KNOW MORE ABOUT DRUGS, BUT
ALSO BECAUSE THEY ARE FORCED TO GET INVOLVED IN TKEIR
CHILDREN’S LIVES, FAMILIES GET TOGETHER. SO THERE IS
A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL...

ELLE - DURING YOUR PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN, IN

FRANCE, WE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT YOU SHOWED VERY
LITTLE Of YOUR CHILDREN (N COMPARISON TO TKE CARTERS
AND EVEN TO THE NIXONS. WAS 1T VOLUNTARY?

NR - NO, OBVIOUSLY NOT. THE OLDER CHILDREK OF NY
HUSBAND, HIS SON AND HiS DAUGHTER, PARTICIPATED IN
THE CAMPAIGN. NY DAUGHTER, OUR DAUGHTER, NEVER
WANTED TO CAMPAIGK. SKE DID NOT WANT IT. T WAS NOT
FOR HER. AND OUR SON WAS WORKING. ME 1S A DANCER, A
BALLET DANCER.

ELLE - WE WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT 1T WAS BECAUSE
THEY DID NOT LEAD EXACTLY THE LIFE THAT YOU WANTED..

NR - OH, NO. WNOT AT ALL. I’VE ALSO SEEN THAT IN THE
NEWSPAPERS. BUT THAT WAS NOT THE REASON AT ALL.
LISTEN. OUR DAUGHTER IS AN ACTRESS. WE WERE BOTK
ACTORS. HOW WOULD YOU .. GRAND LAUGH. IT DOESN'T MAKE
ANY SENSE. AND NANCY PUT ALL HER ENERGY INTO OME LOOK
AXD ONE SHILE (BUT WITHOUT MOVING HER HANDS), TO
CONVINCE ME. HOWEVER, THE RUMORES WERE PRECISE...

INCOMING
TELEGRAM
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ELLE - SINCE YOU HAVE BEEN AT THE WHITE HOUSE, HOW

HAVE YOU SUCCEEDED IN PROTECTING YOUR PRIVATE LIFE?

NR - | TRY (LAUGK), | TRY TO DO IT. EVERYONE MUST
HAVE A CERTAIN PRIVATE LIFE..1 AM NOT.. WE ALWAYS HAVE
HAD A PUBLIC LIFE WITH OUR FILMS, ETC...SO MAYBE T

IS EASIER FOR US. BUT IN THE MOVIE CIRCLES, ONE - IF
ONE SO OESIRES - HAS A PRIVATE LIFE. WE, NOW,

CANNOT, BUT WE TRY...

ELLE - DO YOU MANAGE TO HAVE bINNER, THE TWO OF
YOU, WATCHING TELEVIS!ON:

NR - SOMETIMES.
(LAUGHTER) .

AND 1T IS LUXURY, A REAL LUXURY.
IT°S FANTASTIC WHEN THIS HAPPENS.

ELLE - 1S THERE A FILM IN WHICK YOU PREFER RONALD
REAGAN AS ACTOR:

NR - “KING'S ROW." 1 FOUND KiM HARVELOUS IN IT, AND
THE FILM HAD A FANTASTIC DISTRIBUTION,

ELLE - DO YOU HISS XO LONGER BEING AN ACTRESS?
NR - NO. NOT AT ALL.

ELLE - YOU SAID IN THE BOOK "NANCY," IN WHICH YOU
TOLD YOUR LIFE STORY UNTIL TODAY: "BEING THE BEST
POSSIBLE WIFE=TO MY HUSBAND WAS MY ONLY PROJECT.® T0
THE WOMEN OF MY GENERATION, THIS MAY SEEN A BiT OLD
FASHIONED. WHAT PLEASURE DOES THAT GIVE YOU?

NR = TO MAKE HIW KAPPY?
BT
#3178
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OBTAINING THIS INTERVIEW WiTH NANCY REAGAN, T WAS
INTEMATED THAT FEMINISH AND ABORTION WOULD BE SUBJECTS
THAT IT WOULD BE BETTER NOT TO MENTION).

- YOU SEE, WE BELONG TO TWO GENERATIONS. AND WHAT
IS TRUE FOR ME MAY NOT BE TRUE FOR YOU. BUT THiS
PRINCIPLE IS SUITABLE TO US, TO ME AND TO HiH.

ELLE - YOU ALSO SAID THAT YOUR MOTHER WAS “AN IDEAL
DOCTOR,S WIFE"., ARE YOU AN IDEAL PRESIDENT’S WIFE?

NR - ONE CAN SAY IT OF ONE'S MOTHER, BUT..NOT VERY
EASILY OF ONESELF. YOU SHOULD ASK MY HUSBAND.

QL AUGHTER). TO SAY THAT ONE IS IDEAL SEEMS TO ME A BIT
PRESUMPTUOUS.

ELLE - WAEN YOU MET HIM, YOU DROPPED YOUR CAREER AS

AN ACTRESS. WHAT WERE YOUR PERSONAL AMBITIONS?

NR - PERSONAL AMBITIONS....

ELLE - YES, PERSONAL...
MR - FOR MYSELF? (TKIS IS A QUESTIDN THAT SEEMS TO
TROUBLE HER 1T SEEMS SO USELESS).

ELLE - YES, FOR YOURSELF.

NR ~ | SIMPLY WANTED TO HAVE A MAPPY MARRIAGE,
CHILDREN, A WOME. THIS DOES MOT MEAN -- LET’S BE
CLEAR -~ THAT | THINK A WIFE SHOULD NOT HAVE HER OWNX
CENTERS OF INTEREST, OUTSIDE. BECAUSE ! HAVE THEN.
THIS IS IMPORTANT. BWJ, BEFORE ANYTHING ELSE, IT IS
HE AND NY FAMILY.

ELLE ~ BUT WHAT WERE YOUR PERSONAL INTERESTS?

NR - | HAVE ALWAYS BEEN !NVOLVED WITH CHILDREN AND ALSO
WITH CHARITY WORK CONCERNING CHILDREN GENERALLY. {
LOVE CHILDREN.

ELLE - DO YOU HAVE POLITICAL CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR
HUSBAND? ARE YOU SOMETIMES AT ODDS WITH HIM AND DO YOU
TRY TO CONVINCE HIN?

NR - YES, | SHARE HiS CONVICTIDNS AND WE HAVE SOME
POLITICAL CONVERSATIONS. WE HAVE THE SAME VIEW ABOUT
ALL THE FUNDAMENTAL POINTS. WE MAY SOMETIMES DISAGREE
" ABOUT THE WAY TO APPROACH THE PROELEM. THIS HAPPENS
SOMETIMES.

ELLE - AND THEN, YOU TRY TO CONVINCE HIM?

MR - | DON’T TRY TO INTERVENE BUT IF HE ASKS ME MY
VIEWPOIRT, | GIVE 1T TO HIM

ELLE - AND fF HE DOES NOT ASK YOUR OPINION?

MR - SOMETIMES, WHEN HE COMES BACK HOME, ME IS SO
TIRED THAT HE JUST DOES XOT WANT TO TALX ABOUT POLITICS
AND § UNDERSTAND. HE SIMPLY WANTS TO BE LEFT ALONE AND
I LEAVE HIM ALONE.

INCOMI NG
TELEGRAM
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ELLE - NEVERTSELESS, IT IS SAID THAT YOU HAVE A REAL
INFLUENCE AND THAT YOUR JUDGHENTS CONCERNING KIS STAFF
ARE REALLY TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT...

NR - THIS IS WRDNG. (1°S BEEN SAID BUT THIS IS REALLY
WRONG. FIRST, AS 1 TOLD YOU, WHEN WE GOT

MARRIED, | DIG NOT KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT POLITICS.

THEN, IT (S TRUE THAT WOMEN ARE SOMETIMES A BIT MORE
INTUITIVE AND | CAN GIVE it HY OWR {MPRESSION ABOUT
SOMEBODY. . . _

ELLE - SO, THIS IS A WAY TO HAVE SOME POLITICAL

POMER. .. N

NR - NO, BECAUSE | ONLY EXPRESS MY OPINION BUT HE

DOES NOT NECESSARILY AGREE WITH ME.

ELLE - WHICH OF HIS QUALITIES DO YOU PREFER?

NR - OK, HE IS A VERY SENTIMENTAL MAN...
ELLE - THE QUALITY YOU ADMIRE THE MOST?
NR - HIS INTEGRITY.

ELLE - HiS MAIN FAILING?

NR = HE IS A “SOFT TOUCH...AND HIS CHILDREN ARE WELL
AWARE OF THAT... LAUGH)

ELLE - | UNDERSTAND THAT THE PRESIOENT CALLS YOU
"HMUMMY" IN PRIVATE. IS THIS TRUE? AND HOW DO YOU CALL
HiN?

NR -~ THIS IS TRUE. AND | CALL HIM “HONEY".

ELLE - LET’S LEAVE YOUR PRIVATE LIFE AND COME BACK TO
BT f
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THE FIRST LADY OF THE UNITED STATES. YOU MAVE SEEN
CRITICIZED FOR THE MONEY SPENT TO RESTORE THE WMITE
HOUSE, TO BUY A NEW SERVICE OF CHINA, YOUR “VERY ,
EXPENSIVE® ORESSES AND THE HAIRDRESSER WHO TRAVELS WITH
YOU. BOV DO YOU FACE THESE CRITICISNS AND ARE- THEY
JUSTIFIED?

NR - CERTAIN THINGS MAD TO BE DONE X THE WHITE MOUSE
AND THANKS TO PRIVATE DOKATIONS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO
ACKIEVE THEM. WE HAVE NOT SPENT GOVERNMENT MONEY.
NOBODY HAS HAD TO PAY ANYTHING. | THINK THERE WAS SOME
MISUNDERSTAKDING WHICH IS NEVER VERY PLEASANT, BUT
PERHAPS WITH TIME THE AMERICANS AND | WILL SUCCEED IN
KNOWING EACH DTHER BETTER. THEN, THE CRITICS WILL
QUIET DOWX. -

ELLE - WHAT {S THE MOST ENTERTAINING PART OF YOUR FIRST
LADY’S JOB?

NR - THE FIRST YEAR RAS NOT BEEN VERY
ENTERTAINING. .. NO, REALLY NOT. . BUT | THINK THAT TO
BE ABLE TO KELP, OR AT LEAST TO HAVE TRE HKOPE OF
BEING WELPFUL IN SOME AREAS IS POSITIVE. THIS IS NOT
ENTERTAINING, BUT SATISFYING.

ELLE - IF TH!S YEAR HAS BEEN DIFFICULT, THIS MAY BE
PARTLY BECAUSE OF THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT AGAINST
RONALD REAGAN, ON MARCH 38, 1831, HOW DO YOU FEEL
ABOUT THES MOMENT NOW? EVEN BEFORE NANCY REAGAN ‘S
ANSWER THE ATMOSPHERE CHANGES IN THE ROOM. 1T HAS
BECOME HMEAVY, DULL DISTRESSING OK EACH SIDE. AND
NANCY’S SHILE HAS DEFINITELY VANISHED.

NR - WELL...YOUR PRIORITIES ARE REORGANIZED VERY
QUICKLY. SEVERAL THINGS THAT SEEMED IMPORTANT IK THE
PAST HAVE NO IMPORTANCE NOW. AND THIS IS A REALITY
THAT YOU NEVER COMPLETELY FORGET. IT IS WITH YOU
PERMANENTLY, 1 THOUGKT THAT TH!S MOMENT WOULD &0
AVAY, BUT NOT AT ALL, IT IS STILL REALLY PRESENT.

ELLE - DO YOU DREAM OF IT? DO YOU THINK OF [T WHEN YOU
TRAVEL?Y

NR - | HAVE NOT- DREAMT OF IT, BUT | DO THINK OF IT.
AND | THINK OF IT EACH TIME HE GOES SOMEWHERE WiTHOUT
ME.  UNTIL RE IS BACK, -

ELLE - THE HURDERER, JOHN HINCKLEY, !.S ON TRIAL AT
PRESENT. ..

KR - { DON’T THINK ! SHOULD MAKE ANY COMMENT ABOUT
THAY. LEGALLY, IT WOULD NOT BE CORRECT TO DO SO.
BUT ‘M SORRY FOR RIS FARILY.

ELLE - YOU SAID THAT GUN CONTROL WOULD WOT CHANGE
ANYTHING REGARDING THIS SORT OF THREAT AND THE
PRESIDENT IS CONVINCED OF THIS AS WELL, BUT YOU

RALJEQRMIA, THERE HAD BEFM MO EXFCUTIONS FOR YEARS

8B PRISONERS WERE WAITING DN DEATM ROW AND ONE ' OF THEM
WAS SCHEDULED FOR EXECUTIOW ONE MORNING AT 18:38. A
GREAT FUSS WAS MADE,-- MARCHES ALL WIGHT LOXG, WITH
CANDLES, AROUND OUR HOUSE TO PROTEST THIS EXECUTION.
THEY ASKED CHURCHES T0 TOLL THEIR BELLS AT THE TIME OF

" THE EXECUTION, .SO THAT PEOPLE COULD PRAY FOR TEE
- CONOEMNED BAN'S SOUL. | HAD MOTHING AGAINST IT, BUT
WOULDN'T IT BE KIN YO TOLL BELLS EACK TIME SOMEONME 1S

MURDERED SO THAT PECPLE MIGKT PRAY FOR HIS SOUL AS WELL?

ELLE - BUT TO EXECUTE A MAN BECAUSE HE HAS KILLED
SOMEONE, 1S THIS REALLY A SUFFICIENT EXCUSE? THAT’S
“AN EYE FOR AN EYE® {SK'T IT?

NR ~ NO. OH, NO. NO. MOD. NOT AT ALL. IT'S NOT AT

ALL THE SAME, ABSOLUTELY NOTHING. NEITHER MY RUSBAND
OR 1 THINK IN TERMS OF “AN EYE FOR AN EYE, TOOTH FOR
TOOTH®. TEN DAYS AFTER THE EXECUTION (WHICH SEENS,
PERSONAL COMMENT, TO GIVE MRS, REAGAN A CERTAIN
PLEASURE}. N A SMALL STORE {N SAN FRANCISCO RUN BY AN
OLD COUPLE, A YOUNG MAN CAME IN, ROBBED AND
THREATENED THE OWNER WITH HIS KNIFE. THE OLD MAN WAS
ABLE TO YELL: “IF YOU DO THAT, WOW, YOU ¥ILL BE
CONDEMNED TO DEATH". THE YOUNG MAN HESITATEO AND THEN
FLED. LATER, THE OLD WOHAN WROTE TO US T0 THANK US
FOR HAVING SAVED HER HUSBAND'S LIFE.

ELLE - THEREFORE, YOU SEE THE DEATK PENALTY AS A
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DISUASION TO VIOLENCE? %

NR - ! SEE IT AS BEING "PREVENTATIVE". PREVENTATIVE.
PEOPLE WOULD BE ALIVE IF THE DEATH PENALTY EXTISTED.
§*VE PROVEN IT TO YOU. ~

ELLE-DO YOU KNOW THAT IN FRANCE, AS SOON AS KE WAS
ELECTED PRES!OENT FRANCOIS MITTERRAND ABOLISHED THE
DEATH PENALTY?

NR - OH...REALLY?

ELLE - ONCE AGAIN, HER VOI!CE BECAME TKAT OF A "CHIC

LADY" AND SHE SAT UP STRAIGHT LIKE A LUXURIOUS BARBIE

DOLL WiTH STYLE. | GOT TKE {MPRESSION THAT FOR THE

U.S., FRANCE IS AN UNKNOWN PROVINCE AT THE OTHER END

OF THE WORLD, WHERE THEY EAT SNAILS AND LOVE

FASKION. BUT NOTHING IS KNOWN OF WHAT IS HAPPENING

THERE. THE ATMOSPHERE HAS CHANGED SINCE WE MENTIONED

THE ELECTRIC CHAIR. AND ND¥, DESPITE HER SMILES,

HER ATTEMPTS TO APPEAR AS A SOFT LADY, WHD LOVES ONLY

HER HUSBAND, HER CHILDREN AND GOOD WORKS, OESPITE

THE PINK ALL OVER THE PLACE AND THE ICE TEA, NOW

TEPID IN THE GLASSES, ONE CAN FEEL A DETERMINATION,

A DESIRE TO IMPOSE HER CONVICTIONS WHICH SHE DID NOT

HAVE WHEN SHE SPOKE OF KER PERSOMAL AMBITIONS OR HER
_POLITICAL INFLUENCE.

ELLE - IN THIS CONNECTION, YDU HAVE SAID ABOUT

ABORTION: =1 CAN NEVER GET BEYOND THE FACT THAT IT IS

A MATTER OF TAKING A LIFE®. HOW DD YOU RECONCILE THIS
CONVICTION WITH THE ONE YOU HAVE ABOUT THE DEATH PENALTY?

WR - BUT, IN THE DEATH PENALTY...WITH THE DEATH
PENALTY, YOU’RE SAVING LIVES. WITH ABORTION,

YOU'RE TAKING A LIFE. 4
- AT THIS PRECISE MOMENT, MRS. REAGAN’S CHIEF OF
STAFF ENTERED THE ROOM TO INFDRM HER ABOUT HER NEXT
APPOINTMENT. COINCIDENCE? SORRY TO INTERRUPT,
BUT...NANCY REAGAN HAS NOT MOVED. SHE IS WAITING TD BE
TAKEN OFF TO HER NEXT PLACE OF DUTY. PERHAPS HAPPY TO
BE SAVED FROM TH1S EMBARRASSING QUESTION. IT°S NO
LONGER A MATTER OF SMILING OR NOT. SEDUCTIDN TIHME IS
OVER. ONE MORE QUESTION ONLY...AND A FEW MINUTES...
ELLE - ABOUT YOURSELF YOU $AY: “1’M A WORRIER®. WHAT
ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT TODAY?

NR - ANYTHING, ANYTHING, (AUGH. EVEN, BURST OF
LAUGHTER}. AND EVEN, IF YOU WOULD LIKE ME TO WORRY
ABOUT YOU, | WOULD BE HAPRY TO DO SO.  QAUGH AGAIN)
ELLE - THERE MUST BE SOME ‘MDRE PRECISE THINGS WORRYING
YOU THESE DAYS, NO?

NR - KO. KO...DNLY... RLAUGH)

ELLE - SO, YOU’RE WANDERING WITH A SMALL BAG FULL OF
WORRIES, INTO WHICH YOU PLUNGE EVERY DAY?

INCOMING
TELEGRAM
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NR - YES, | WORRY ABOUT EVERYTHKING. :
ELLE - HAVE YOU ALWAYS BEEN LIKE THAT?

NR - YES, IT’S TERRIBLE. BUT | WAS BORN WITH ALL
THESE WORRIES. THERE IS NOTHING TO DO.

ELLE - WOULD YOU ADYISE YOUR HUSBAND TO RUN AS A
CANDIDATE (N THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS?

NR - WE HAVE NOT TALKED ABOUT THAT.

ELLE - YES, BUT YOU PERSONALLY...

NR - WE DON'T KNOW.. WE KAVE NOT DISCUSSED THE QUESTION.
= AND | HAVE NOT THOUGHT ABOUT IT.

ELLE - YOU HAVE NOT THOUGHT ABOUT IT?

NR - NO.

- (BUT HERE IS A GOOD REASON FOR WORRYING...!F THE
WORLD DOES NOT GIVE NANCY REAGAN ENOUGH REASONS FOR
WORRYING). SHILE IN THE EYES. END OF THE DISCUSSION.

- THE FIRST LADY STANDS UP, THANK YOU MADAM. "YOU ARE
WELCOME®. SHE PICKS UP HER BAG, SO SMALL THAT IT CAN
ONLY BE FOR A HANDKERCHIEF AND GOES OFF DOWN THE
CORRIDOR. IT’S 4:38. THE CONVERSATION LASTED 58
MINUTES. ON THE TRAY, THE GLASSES OF TEA, SAD AT

BEING IGNORED, WILL GO BACK TO THE KITCHEN.

INSIDE, THE AIR CONDITIONING ANNIKILATES THE MUGGY
ATHOSPHERE OUT SIDE. THE STORM THAT BROKE DURING THE

. INTERVIEW HAS PASSED. FROM THE PORCH OF THE WHITE

HOUSE, WASHINGTON APPEARS TO BE SERENE. IN THE

GARDEN, THE FOUNTAINS ARE SPARKLING.® END TEXT. HEOGES
BT
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