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Before the
W hiite Howse

NANCY REAGAN

7%1]611 I was four. my mother left me in Bethesda,
Maryland, and went off touring. She had to. She had
to earn a hiving and she couldn't take me touring all over the coun-
try with her. When she would get a play that ran for a while in
New York, then I'd go to New York and be with her. But the times
in Bethesda with my aunt and uncle and my cousin Charlotte
were very happy times 1 have pictures of us on the Fourth of July
with Ginger, our wirehaired terrier, and a bike all decorated for
the Fourth. Charlotte and 1 put Fourth of July costumes on, and
it was happy—except that I missed my mother.

It was a real ache. My aunt and uncle were nice, but your
mother is your mother. and nobody eau fill that spot. It was hard
on me and it was hard on her.

I went to New York once on one of those occasions when 1
could visit her and stay with her. She was in a play. I've forgot-
ten what it was But it was a play in which they were very mean
to her—ol, they were awful to her. And I got so upset that. sitting
up there in a box, watching. I began to ery. I guess I created quite
a ccmmotion. Then, when I went backstage, I wouldn't talk to
anybody because they'd been mean to my mother. And Mother
had to finally take me aside anid say, “Naney. it's just make-believe
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They're really nice. That was all just make-believe. They don't
really feel that way about me!”

Another time 1 visited niy real father and he locked me in
a bathroom. I'm sure that afterwards he felt badly about, well,
lots of things that had happened. I was always reluctant to talk
about it when he was alive because there was no point in hurting
hini. But this was a visit, and I remember something had been
saicl about my mother that ¥ didn't like. We got into an argument
and I was locked i the bathroom. Ever since then I can't stand
a locked door,

My stepmother, his wifc, was a nice wonan, and she came
and got me out. But when we were first married, I remember my
hushand was going to lock a door and I wouldu't tet him—he never
kunew this story. T said, “No, please, I don't want the door locked.”
And he couldn’t understand why, and then I told him the story.

It wasn't all marvelous for a little girl. But there were nice
times, too. My aunt and uncle were darling people, and so was
my cousin. But I didn’t have my mother,

When finally we were together, mavbe 1 appreciated it more
than if that hadn't happened to ine. And it's always been difficult
for me to understand how children could turn against their
mother or be separated from their mother voluntarily. I never
could understand that, particularly during the sixties when all
the turmoil and so on between parents and children began. I had
a hand tiie understanding that. For all those others who had their
mothers, 1 wanted to say to them, “You're so lucky, you're just
so lueky, you've had all those wonderful years that I never had.”

When my mother met Loyal Davis and brought me to
Chicago. it was like the happy ending to a fairy tale. She came
to Bethesda to tell me that she'd met this wonderful man and she
wanted to marry him, but she wouldn't marry him unless it was
all nght with me. And I often think, What in the world would
have happened if 1 had said no? I think she would have gotten
around it somehow, but 1 said yes of eourse. and we went to
Chicago. And I really couldn’'t have asked for a more wonderful
father. He was a hard act to follow. but I think, witli my husband.
I followed it pretty well.

I graduated from college at a time when a lot of Smith
graduates were getting married. I had people say to me after-
wands ‘“You know, the rest of us stayed back there in Chicage and
got married and had children and settied down. And you
didn't—you went off to New York and Hollywood and to mak-
ing movies and doing plays”

I hadn't found a man I wanted to marry. And I couldn't sit
in Chicago and do nothing. I stayed with Mother until my father
went overseas. and I stayed on with Mother for almost a year. And

then, when he came back. I left Chicago. I hadn't found the right
guy. So you do something. and acting was the only thing I knew.

I mean, I'd been raised around it. Whatever you do. you want
to do it as well as you can and accomplish as much as you can.
That was inside me.

1 liked acting. Not encugh to keep on after 1 was married,
but I liked it. It was fun and I met some great people. I met my
husband that way.

I'think I was pretty good. The first movie that really kicked
it off was The Next Voice You Hear 1 was sent to New York for
a promotion tour. I remember going to Radio City and taking
a picture of the maryuee witk my name up on it. and. oh, I was
mpressed. But 1 think my favorite picture was one with Ray
Milland and Johnny Hodlak, Night Into Morning. 1 liked that
pieture the best.

There wasn't any big decision I had to make after 1 knew |
was going to be married. For me. the real fulfillment came with
marriage, a home, and chiidren of my own. That was completing
the whole thing for me. And 1 had the best of two worlds 1'd had
a carecr that I was happy in and fairly successful in. and I had
the marriage. I can't say to sumebody else, “You should do it my
way” I know what made me happy. and when I say. my life began
then, that’s what I though:. Mayvbe that's not true for somebody
else but it was for me.
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DR. RICHARD DAVIS

62/ ur chitdhood together dates back to the thirties and for-
ties, when we were growing up in Chicago. We were

particularly blessed with two splendid parents who were devoted

to one another and to us We had a very stable home and the
apportunity for an education. And we had some wenderful young
friends
My first memory of Nancy was probably when she was in
the third or fourth grade In those days she wore a school uniforni:
a tunic. knee socks and a beret. At the beginning of the school
vear, myv father and I would walk her to the corner of the drive
and get her off to school. She had a bouncy gait, was very
vivacious and was a happy child. She would speak to everyone
on the way. With each step, this tunie, which was too short, would
sort of pop up in the air and wed see her bloomers Father would
sayv. “Richard, Naney has on those dreadful midnight blue
bloomers, doesu't she?” And 1 would dutifully agree. And then
he'd say. with a big, broad smide. “Isn’t she just the most wonderful
child?”
We played some outrageous games We had one called “Help,
Murder. Police!”” This was a very precarious game We'd both get
on the highest piece of furniture and then jump on a sliding stool.
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And this went on and was very carefully timed for Dad's return
home By that time, we were totally exhausted, feigned broken
arms and legs and, of course, the great surgeon had to heal us
Then we went on with the evening’s activities

I have some of the most pleasant niemories of the summers
We spend two sunimers with Mother and Dad as guests of Walter
Huston and his wife in the San Bernadino Mountains The days
were filled with a lot of outdoor activitv—hking, riding, swinw-
ming. tennis Of course, those were pretelevision days so we all
entertained one another at night. Each of us read aloud from a
novel during the six weeks—or sometimes poetry, Shakespeare.
My father invariably put us all to sleep. and then Walter Huston
would say, “Well, that’s all right, Loyal. 1 hope you're a better
neurosurgeon than an actor” There were niany. many happy times
during those suminers.

One summer, we wrote, directed, and actually photographed
our own little play. Naney played opposite the great Walter
Huston. She had a bathing suit on and was wrapped in a very
elaborate sheet. At one point, he said, “Naney. vou're doing this
far too demurely. Be more wicked and evil”” And Naney looked
at me. I was photographing all this with a home movie camera.
Neither one of knew what deniure meant. We found out later on.
But I think if she ever made what we call toeday a career deci-
sionr about drama and the theater, it was probably back in those
really very terribly happy days in the thirties

She really adored Dr. Loyal, her new father, so to speak.
There was a great relationship between the two of them even when
she was small, which she carried on all through her adult life.
They were extremely close The family. the whole concept of the
family, and the camaraderie, the laughter. the enjoyment of one
another, has been extremely important to her—as a youngster and
throughout her adult life.

Dad was an extraordinarily devoted persorn, to his wife and
to both of us e was a rock-hard disciplinarian. When he asked
either one of us to do something, we always did it to the best of
our ability and we did it promptly. He was extremely fair. He
was never unreasonable. But he thought basically that children
with privilege should have responsibility. And we were reminded,
not constantly, but often enough, that we had the responsibility
to be excellent and to strive, to meet the challenges in anything
we did.

IIe was the key figure in Naney's life Theres no question
about that. She was very open with Dad. The day's activities
centered around the dinner table Some of the topies that Naney
brought up as a youngster and as a teenager were really quite
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extraordinary. It wasn't that infrequently that we discussed the
soul. She asked him one night, I remember, what he thought hap-
piness was He said, “Nanes, the answer to happiness is almost
twenty-five hundred years old and it’s basically what the Greeks
said. It's the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of ones life” That's
a very serious and heavy answer, and I'm sure in hindsight Naney
and I would have a few things to add to that today. But she was
always very open with him. She sought his advice, and once she
got it, she followed it. She was extremely respectful and eourteous
and extremely pleasant, not only with her peers but with older
peaple.

We were disciplined. A prineiple was expounded and then
the reasons for following that principle were explained. Dad never
raised his voice with Naney. He did with me oecasionally.

We were very close, particularly in the summertime. Qur
educations were ratlier staggered. Sometimes I was home and she
was away. but we were always together at Christmas and holidays

Naney was not at all politically minded. I think she became
politically aware when she met the President in the early fifties
in California. We discussed all sorts of political issues at hoine,
but T don't think Naney was that deeply concerned about politics
ITer love was the theater.

I think theres an element of truth in the talk that Dad was
a sounding board at the time the President was turning from
Democrat to Republican. He was a good listener and he also gave
the two of thein adviee. Perhaps he helped move the President
off center i the sixties wlen he decided to enter polities I think
ultimately Dad was a really pivotal person in the whole
mwechanism of decisior: making. She probably followed the same
line of thinking that h=r father did, which was not really along
liberal lines

One night, during a Christmas vacation, she came home from
college and said. “Dad, I really have a heavy problem for the
holidays I have to learn: all these sonnets by Keats and Shelley”
Dad looked at her. The problem was attacked directly, met head
on. She was sent upstairs for her English literature book and
brought it downstairs. and the four of us learned parts of these
sonnets. He was very pleased with this pursuit of excellence. 1
turned around and there was Edith, an actress of course, and
she had gotten up from the dinner table and was doing a little
soft-shoe number and dancing and had thought up a little rlyme
about Mr. Sheets and Mr. Kelly. This was the lighthearted side
of our home life. and it was a good ecounterbalance between a very
serious and intent father and a mother who had a really wonder-
ful sense of humor.
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The Real

NANCY REAGAN

‘m not going to be like anybody else. I'm going to be
Naney Reagan. I don't think 1'm any different than I've
always been. But anybody who doesn't grow in this position has
got to be pretty dumb. I certainly hope I've grown. I think I have
1 don't know how vou eould help but grow. You're exposed to so
many different things, so many different people, so mauny dif-
ferent experiences In a way, even the negative things that all hap-
pened 10 the beginning were probably part of a growth process
It widens your whole life, vour horizons

I'm more self-confident, T think, becaus. maxybe, more peo-
ple like me. If I think people like me, I'm better.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY

heres a difference between seclf-confidence and being
assertive. | think that Nancy Reagan has always inten-
tionally cultivated two roles—one public and the other private
In private surroundings she will let her opinion be known. In
public situations she is deferential, not in the sense that she feels
women should be subordinate in public eircuinstances. but
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because she feels that it's her husband who has been elected.
They're two personalities there,

She's a wonderful friend. She will really struggle to do you
a kindness or help you in anything that vou want. I make it a
point not to ask powerful people for favors but if 1 thought that
without upsetting public policy she could be helpful. 1 would
simply ask her. T don't doubt for a moment that she would go out
of her way to be obliging.

I recently saw her having diuner with my wife after an
operation, in my wifes bedroom. That kind of thing isn't done
because of a lack of eoncern.

Everything interests her: peeves amiong other things And
theres a lot of just chat which I sometines simply come upon
walking mto a room and hearing eonversations at my wifes end
of the plione. So thervs a lot of what I would call relaxed badinage.
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She doesn't like anybody to eriticize her husbaud. I think she
feels that in the case of certain people, theres a sort of transecen-
dent bond that allows certain liberties George Will, for instance,
was at the White House when we were watching Kwig Lear with
Laurence Olivier. That morning he'd written a very tough “anti-
Reagan” piece. Still, the relationship was very civil. On the other
hand, theres probably an interfaceable part of her memory that
clovks these little things T wouldn't be surprised, because shie 1s
the type. My wife is the same way. )

Biologists tell you that every seven years we become comi-
pletely renovated biological aninials, and it is a continuing sub-
Jeet of seientifie inquiry, the extent to which this biological change,
the life and death of individual eells affects your mind. I'm: cer-
tain that if I were a clinical psychologist and I spent ten hours
with her twenty years ago and ten hours with her tomorrow. I'd
say there's been a change. But it's true of everyone. 1 don't see any
change in her that reflects the fact she's the First Lady. The
changes that 1 detect would be the changes that yvou would nor-
mally detect in a woman who was twenty vears older than she
was back then.

The reason she looks adoringly at her husband is becaus: she
adores him. The reason she is dressed chicly is because she dresses
chiely. The reason for her rather delicate mannerisins is that that's
the way she is Whether she's at a ball or dressed in pajamas for
breakfast in a beach house That's just simply the ways she is







RON REAGAN

he's old-fashioned in some ways She didn't grow up in the
sixties or anathing. Shes from another era. She does think

that it's better for my father to be out front alone She's more com-

fortable that way. Shes not as comfortable in the himelight as she
18 1t the wings

1 guess she'sa very seusitive person, She's a very private per-
son and I think that's one reason why this has all been a hittle
tough for her. She guards her privaey jealously, and doesn't like
mtrusions into that privacy. When they Lhappen, her thin skin
makes her reaet. It hurts her.

She can be a handful. I mean, she's not always the easicst per-
son te get along with. I guess it's because of that sensitivity. She's
a bit of a perfectionist. I don't think I'd want her to be my boss
1 would guess she could be demanding as a boss beeause of that
perfectionisin.

She's an ineredible phone person. She's always on the phone,
ever sinee ] was this big We had to get niore lines put in at home,

to satisfy her.

1

Out at the ranch, Mom doesn’t get up at davbreak and go
bareback riding through the woods She doesn't mnan the tractor
or anything. She doesn't do the chainsaw, but she gets out there
and neatens up the woods and stuff. I've seen her walk through
woods and there'll be dead twigs hanging and she'll get up there
and pull these off and kind of get the whole place so it's neat.
She's not a big rider or a big outdoors person, not an athlete or
anything like that, but she ean't help but enjoy the ranch because
my dad enjoys it so much and she derives a lot of pleasure from
his enjoviment.

MAUREEN REAGAN

J:c exactly the same person she was the day she walked
into that White House. We all grow, but inside ourselves
The things that we care about, our families and our friends and
who we know and what we are, that doesn't change. I have been
very upset at the idea that there is this new Naney Reagan. It's
not a new Naney Reagan. A more confident Nancy Reagan. A
more eloquent Naney Reagan. But, gosh, I hope we're all more

confident and more eloquent as years go by.

She's got this closet in the White House, and none of us are
ever allowed to see it. She squirrels things away in this closet.
Later, things come out of it. When my husband moved to
Sacramento, she said, “Does he need a coffee maker?” I said,
“Well, yeah, 1 think so” Runimage, rummage, rummage. We heand]
this sound. and all of a sudden, out comes a coffec niaker.

Nancy Reagan was a career woman. She had a very good
career in the motion-picture industry, and she got married After
she was married, she was offered one of the choice television rules
of all time and turned it down, saying. “Ne, 1 want to raise a fam-
ily. and I, personally, cannot do both. 1 know this about myself,
and I don't want to take the chance of not being good at either
by trying to do two things that 1 don't think 1 can put together”
Ier hushand did not encourage her to leave her profession. It
was her cholee to make In fact, he was really quite surprised.

- DOUG WICK

L7:e known Naney Reagan sinee | was a kid. She's an old
family friend. I went to grammar school with her kids
I think she's one of the great lunch dates in America. She's warm,,
smart, funny. a good friend. Needless to say, 1 like her.
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She's an unusual eombination of smarts—interesting. and a

good listener. A lot of times people who have muchi to offer in
one camp don't necessarily have a foot in the other. and she can
do both. She's one of those rare people who. if you see her in a
large group of people, when you speak to her. no matter where
vou are or who the group is her eves never leave your face. Her
trick is that she also has that kind of antenna so she knows
everything else that's going on in the room while she's talking to
vou; but she never does that kind of thing where you notice sone-
one’s eves going over vour shoulder to see who else is coming in.

1 don't think she's comfortable being the center of attention.
She's someone who's more of a watelier. a person who's a little bit
more comfortable on the sidelines observing. She seems to have
verry little interest about wanting to have everyone look at her.

The First Lady is an extremely coniplicated woman. When
her husband first got into office. T don't think people really
understood her. She's very shy, and that was misunderstood as
mavhe not earing or being aloof. As time has gone on, people have
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gotten to know her and understand her much better. In a funny
way, because of the assassination attempt on her husband, they
realized what a caring. deep. feeling person she is

She’s got unfailing instimets about people. and shes someone
you can sit at a party with and she'll know everything that's going
on in that room, including the kitchen. She can read someone
from across the room. She knows who likes them, and who's try-
ing to work some seam on one side or some scam on the other In
that way, 1 know the President trusts her judgment enormously.

1 was working on the movie Sophic's Choice, and part of my
Job was to look for a Suphie

a blond Polish woman. a tragic
figure. I thought Mrs Reagan would be a good candidate. so 1
called her and asked her if she was interested, and she said it
sounided like a pretty good job. but she had this whole other thing
in Washington, and shed have to see how she liked it. So, 1
bumped into her at the inauguration. and she came sweeping
through with a giant entourage and I wus in the erowd somewhere
and she happened to cateh my eve She yelled across the roon,
“Keep Sophie on the back burner”

NANCY REYNOLDS

he was wounded by the early press eriticisin. It made her

feel as if she was a sitting duck. Stories were filled with
absolute lies in many cases. very prejudicial. skewed stories I
recall the reporters extremely well. I remember some of then, who
todday are famous authors writing scathing accounts of their inter-
views of Nancy Reagan. She was totally bewiidered. very deeply
hurt. She herself feels that she wus pleasant and being honest and




had mvited them into her Lbome Some would then come out with
something that was just so totally off the wall. She was wary and
it was not always easy to get her to do iuterviews I think if you'd
been slapped or stung a few times you'd say. “Hey, I don’t need
this”

Shes very funny. It's something that she shows privately to
her friends and family. She's witty, very sensitive, very current
on cultural things as well as on pubhe affairs She watches all
the news broadeasts She's well read. But she basically thinks of
herself asa private person. Her loyalty is legendary. A few weeks
after Ronald Reagan beeaiue governor, she was on an airplane
going to Los Angeles, as she did every weekend, and she was
sitting in the front seat and behind her were two men discuss-
ing Ronald Reagan's budget. They were criticizing the governor
very loudly and you could see the steam Leginning to build.
Before you know it, she pushed her butten and the seat slipped
back and she turned around and said, “That’s my husband you're
talking about. and every it of the information that you two are
exchanging is wrong and incorrvect. 1 would hike the chanee to cor-
rect vou.' Those two men were so stunned, they just sank about
five inches in their seats Their faces turned red and that was the
last we heard from thems.

If people ask her if she feels strongly about something. she
certainly expresses herself. I've heard her mauny thnes disagree
with the President and others It's like everything else—you win
some and vou lose some. And she's done both.

It's true that sometimes as a governor's wife, she would sit
in the bathtub and rant and rave at people in private. Those of
us who were on the staff could always tell when shed had a bad
day, because she would be in the bathtub having wonderful con-
versations saying things to people whe she felt had been cool and
unfair and really mean-spirited to her or to her husband or to
her family. And it was one of the ways she blew off steam.

SHEILA TATE

he doesn't like surprises No one would like to read in the

paper that they felt this way or that way about something

when they hadn't been consulted about how they really did feel.

Shes a perfectionist. If you have failed to provide all the

necessary information, then she's not going to feel secure about

the event or the interview of whatever shes doing, so she will ask
for more information.
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Tdon't think it's a fair eriticisin that she demands when she
should ask. I think that’s from people who are unfamiliar with
her way of doing things Perhaps once they got a call and were
so flustered that they stuttered and stammered. ‘:

Some say she gets along better with men than with wonmen.
Shie never ignored e She eertainly had close men friends, but
I think shes interested in everybody-

LYN NOFZIGER

verybody wants to leave his or her own mark, but 1 believe

she sees what she’s doing really as a way of assisting the
President, of building with him. We all have our own egos But
I don't think shes ever set out to have people compare her to him,
or anything like that.

MICHAEL DEAVER

he's one of the most special people that I've ever known
in the world. She's smart, she's strong, and very intense.
She has a side to her that very few people know about. And that

is this very strong personal lovalty to people who've been good
to her. regardless of who they are
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I remember wher my wife Carolyn's fatlier died suddenly.
We'd only been here three months She called mie on the phone
and said, “Why don't you bring the kids up to Camp David for
the weekend?” We got to Camp David. and she took those two kids
of mine who had just lost their grandfather and made life
wonderful for a weekend for them. She took them bowling, for
hot dogs, bieyele riding, whatever they wanted to do. That's the
side of Naney Reagan nobody knows about. In California, dur-
g the Vietnam War, once a week, sometimes twice a week,
without any press around. shed quietly go to the Veterans'
Hospital and sit there and hold a vet's hand, then go home and
call their mothers and ery with them and go back the next week
and do the same thing over again. She didn't do it because she
was trying to change her public relations image. She was doing
it because Naney really cares about people

STUART SPENCER

k?lon’t think people realize that she is a vulnerable per-
son. There was an artiele in the Washington Star

during the 1980 campaign. It was a cheap shot. That woman was

devastated for weeks People talk about her being tough. They
talk about her being involved in the process Those things are all
true, but she's also a vulnerable, sweet little person. A lot of her
personal friends see that, but people in the political arena don't.

DONNIE RADCLIFFE

f ;;here is an element of the unapproachable about her. 1
would have hoped that after four years, with this par-

ticular press corps that follows her every move, there would be

some feeling of rapport that has developed among us 1 don't have
that feeling. 1 believe we can have our differences and still have
an understanding.

I mean, we might encounter her in a situation where she is
walking toward menibers of the press she knows, and there is not
a glimnier of recognition in her eves The President isn't that way.
Sometines he'll give vou a little Lift of the evebrow; or a little wink.
It doesn’'t mean that we've crossed each other’s lines or we've sue-
cumbed to each other’s charms but it does mean that there is a
human quality there that, with Mrs Reagan, is missing.

I suppose she thinks she's been burned by the press and
therefore she's wary. I don't know if she is really scared, and 1
do not necessarily suseribe to the view that she is timid and shy.
I don't see Mrs Reagan as that at all. I think she’s more aloof and
controlled about what the outer Naney Reagan is

I would like to like her. I really don't know whether I like her
or not. I dom't dislike her. I don't know that I would think of her
as a close friend. I feel theres a certain detachiment about her that
makes it sort of difficult to feel a closeness to her. Now, she may
be wonderful with her staff, but that'’s the sort of thing that
doesn't get through to ordinary mortals I still feel there's a curtain
there.

I would like to feel that she is a warm, caring person. that
I could go and talk about substantial things or concerus with her,
but I don’t know how that would ever be possible

JAMES ROSEBUSH

ou certainly dor't have a person here who's changed
herself to fit the oecasion, but the experience of the past
years has had an impact on her.

She was always willing to take risks—accept challenge—but
now she does it with greater confidence. I think she takes all of
the public acclaim now with a knock-on-wood attitude because
she's not one to rest on those laurels In the political werld, they
can evaporate. So I thiuk she wants to work hard to keep the
publie confidence

The First Lady is bright, she's hardworking, and she's good
to work for i the sense that she knows what's going on. She's very




DR. RICHARD DAVIS

demanding of herself. You want te do vour best for her. That's

the way I respond to her. T want to do my best for her because

she's demanding of herself aud she expeets good work out of
people.

She likes to use the phone a lot more than T do. T've never
heen one toenjey talking on the telephone, but that's her way of
communieating with peaple. Shirs up there on the sceond floor
of the White House. and you or 1 might get up and walk down
to the office at the end of the hall to ehew the fat with someone,
but her way of ecommumecating is on the telephone

She has never once gaid to me, “Jin, you've overscheduled
ne. You've given me too much. You've madde me climb too many
flights of stairs™ She’s got boundless energy.
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aney came to Washington prepared—by parents a

good home, a fine education, and wonderful friends
Sometimes we forget that she was “First Lady of Cahifornia”™ for
eight vears so she did have experience when she arrived in
Washington. 1 think the first two or three vears in the White
House canght her off stride. The first thing that threw her was
some unfortunate press

The second was the wounding of the President in March 19871,
I remember that, of course, vividly. I had come down on several
oceasions. and three or four nights after his operationl visited
the White House. Naney had had a really dreadful day. Things
werv touch and go. We got back here and she seemed to shift gears
She actually took me on a little guided tour. We talked about dif-
ferent things and finally the tour, so to speak, ended in a
beautiful roow on the third floor called the Solarium. I has a bay
window and looks out over the Monument.

That nmight, thougly, it was under renovation and there weren't
any lights in the room. It was early spring and the window boxes
were filled with daffodils Here we were standing in this darkness
and there were these dancing vellow flowers which represented
tous I guess a hopeful future. We discussed a numbwer of things
She expressed her gratitude about all the care the President
received from the doctors and nurses And then she turned to nie
and said. “Now, Dick, my job this week is to really go over this
rootn and renovate it so the President can recover here. 1t will
make him feel like hes outside once again and, you know, we want
to keep all that sunshine and happiness in his life”

And 1 thought that really was quite a remarkable thing She
showed no self-pity. She was thinking of a life probably more dear

to her than her very own.
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NANCY REAGAN

can't talk for anyone else. I can talk for me—what makes
me happy. what makes my husband happy. what makes
our marriage happy. For me, my husband and my family come
first. And that makes me happy. I assume it makes them happy.

I think it's easier if you hLave a definite philosophy that vou've
held for a long time 1 have a feeling that perhaps in the past,
there’'ve been some people who maybe haven't made up their
nminds elearly what their positions are, and that can age you pretty
quickly. But if you have a pretty definite philosophy of what you
want to do, then 1t makes things a lot ecasier.

Ron is that way too. It's what he feels e has hus own mstinets
about what's right and what's wrong.

Do we ever fight? We disagree. We don't fight. Fight to me
means throwing plates and all of that. Theres nobody that you're
going to agree with all the time, even yvour husband.

I'm often asked about thirty-three years of marriage, which
today sounds like a long time. It doesn't seem like a long time,
though. I got to thinking about it, and you're always reluctant
to give anybody adviee about marriage or how to have a long mar-
riage or whatever, but I've really been very lucky because most
men or women, when they get married. like to feel that their hus

band or wife if put to the test. if put under tremendous pressure,
would aet in a certain way. would act with great strength and
make you very proud of them. You like to feel that. But very
seldom does the average persorn have a chance to really see that
hushand or wife under thos- kinds of circumstances I've been
very lucky in that, becaus I've scen my husband under very
pressured eonditions, I know hes never failed. Never failed me.
He's alwiays stuck to prineiples Ie's never done anything for
purely political reasons. You gr back to the assassination attempt.
1 dou't kuow of wany men wiv would have handled 1t that well.

PRESIDENT REAGAN

ow do you explain 1t? We're happy. I don't know how
to answer 1t. From a man's standpoint, 1 eould say
what I think Clark Gable ones said to someone, “There’s nothing
more important than approaching veur own doorstep and know-
ing that someone on the other side of the door is listening for the
sound of your footsteps™
I know that during the dax even before this job, whatever
I was doing. something would happern in a day and the first thing
that would go through my i was picturing myself telling ber
about 1t when T got home
We talk about everything Sometimes we disagree on somcon
or their particular qualificacions or seniething, but never very
seriously. It's good to talk about it aud have other input. 1 feel
better always knowing that we're in agreement.
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MICHAEL REAGAN

don't think she advises himn on decisions he mukes as
President. But it's important that Dad have her, because

she 18 a sounding board for family feelings She's an important

part of his life. I've always said that. without her, Dad probably
wouldn't be President of the United States She gives him inner
strength that he really needs and that keeps him going every day.
knowing that at the end of the day. he has her to go home to.

She sves the people around Dad and she wants them to be
from the same mold they're froni 1 think that’s what happens
She may voice an opiuion on & person, whether they're doing the
job and are looking the part they should play or not. She pro-
bably discusses that with Dad. But the ultimate decision on who
he's going to have working with him is always up te Dad.

I think he values very much all the adviee she gives him.
Dad’s just a stronger man hecause of Naney Reagan. and shes
been a very supportive force. Without her support, he would not
have run for goveruor; he would not have run for President.

I think what pulled them through into the eighties was that
Dad and the people around him wanted him to run. I don't know
if Naney did. All of us were hurt after he lost to Ford at the end
of "76. It was What do you do. do you start this do you do that?

I think Dad’s the one who pulled up his boots and said, No, we're
going on. And then everybody supported him.

You mazke a negative remark about Ronald Reagan and
Naney's not going to be friendly to you. Her life really is centered
around Ronald Reagan. She will do whatever is necessary to in-
sulate hiny and keep hins happy. She does her thing helping with
the kids, with the grandparent program and the drug prograin,
which are important to her, but, really, the most important thing
to her is Ronald Reagan. So if you consider everything on that
hasis then she isn't that complicated.

They do need each other. They both dance to the other one's
tune. I mean, Dad is Naney's strength in his way, and Nancey is
his strength in the home life. I think they eould live all by
themselves and be perfeetly happy. That's not to say that they
dur't want the kids or anything of that nature But the fact is
that now the kids are grown and gone. and their relationship
hasi't ehanged in thirty vears They are the same people who met
back in the fifties and got married in 1952. They haven't changed.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY

%uld say that. at one level, Naney Reagan has total
influence over her husband. That is to say I could not

tmagine his doing something which forfeited her loyalty or her

devotion to him. But it would be very hard to imagine such a
thing even in the abstract.

They are in every sense of the word companions They share
their thoughts, they share their peeves they share their en-
thusiasms And when something is brewing. it is coterminously
communicated. It isn't something that he sort of announces So
there’s niever a situation in which all of sudden he accosts her at
noon and says, “Soinething's been cooking in my mind for three
mouths This is it They just don't have that kind of relationship.

Suppose he asked Jimmy Carter to be speecial Mideast fixit
man. Something like that he'd almost certainly discuss with her
because of the bizarre character of it. But 1 can’t believe he would
discuss with her in any detail recommendations of who should
be the new head of the Federal Reserve Board.

I think she has a very important role in the sense that he
would never want to disappoint her, nor would he ever want to
surprise her. 1f, somewhere along the line, he decided to end the
agriculture embargo, he'd know that doing so would at least an-
noy and. in some senses. outrage the hard anti-Communist part
of his constituency. In a situation like that, it would be perfect-
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Iy normal for him to discuss the consequences of an tnpending
decision. It 1s very unlikely that she would weiglh in during that
discussion i such a way as to eause him to change his mind.

It hard to say how good her instinets are beeause we don't
often talk pelitiex We talk people. Take the whole matter of
whetlier he would run in 196%. In that vear there was an
understanding. more or less that if Nixon failed in the primmaries
in New Hanmpshire and Indiana, Reagan would come in rather
than let Nelson Rockefeller have st Of course, Nixon didu’t fail
in those primaries. but meanwlile a movement had developed.
She was at onee anxious for him to succeed in any enterprise and
terribly afraid that he might be hurt. ITe didn't declare Lis can-
didacy until after he arrived in Miami. and at the time I was quite
certain the reason he had finally entered the race wasn't because
he thought there was any chance of winning it, but because he
didi't want to let down people who had expended that much ef-
fort She i that situation, almost eertainly urged him not to think
so much about the people wlio had supported hun as about
huuself.

They grew up in their early married life fighting Com-
munists in Hollywood. 1t was a shared experience one that con-
tinues to be extremely strong in Reagan. And it helped form her
opinmons also.

There's a sense in which she's not that mueh of a harni-lmer

He’s very hard-line in his rhetorie, but less in his actions He's been
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softer on the Soviet Union in respect to Poland and Afghanistan
than Carter was 1 can't inagine a situation in which she would
say to him, notwithstanding Liow he feels about the Soviet Union,
“We have got to entertain Gorbachev when he comes over here”
It's nrust more likely that he would aecept the stitutional re-
quirements that he has as Chief of State and simply swing with it.

She believes he's absolutely unique. She probably thinks he
belongs on Mount Rushinore. And any failure of the public to
recognize this is a failure on its part to recognize that which is
obvious to her. In that sense, she 1s more ambitious for him, but
only because of her distiietive appreciation of him. Now is that
the sanie kind of ambition that Lady Macheth had, or is it
something completely different? I think it'’s different. It's kind
of a heliocentric relationship.

BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER

ancy and Ronald Reagan are a team. They re devoted

to one another, very mueh in love, and they work as
a team and they always have. I understand it. Some people may
not because thev may not have husbands My husband, until he
passed away, was a partner of mine. We talked about everything.
I can't say whether she gives him advice, but ! think they talk
abiout everything and they advise each other. When I hear peo-
ple say, “Well, she's his adviser.” that's not so. They just discuss
things together.

I know that the President thinks his wife is a good judge of
character, and that he values her opinion on everything, whether
it's raising children or politics It doesn't matter. He values her
opinion. As, by the way, do all of her friends

C. Z. WICK

hat T know well of their relationship is that she has
excellent judgnent. and, like any husband and wife,
there's interest in what the other does He knows he can rely on
her very solid judgment. but I think that the character of that
is his recognizing a smart person who is there for him and who's
solid as a rock when he needs some good advice
She has terrific instinets for people’'s motives and their per-
sonal agendas She's micrv and he’s macro. He's the big picture
in terms of the whole country, while she's very good with the peo-
ple who are close to him.

RON REAGAN !

hes got great instinets not so much about whar will play '
well to the country—that's where he comes in, that's where
hes very good—but as to Low hie plays best. how he eomes off best,
under what circumstances, and in what surroundings
I can't say whetlier he discusses things that are elassified with
her. I would guess he probably wouldn't want to. But they talk
about everyvthing else. Theyv're very close. What don't vou talk
about with your wife!

MAUREEN REAGAN

f ;;he}' have the ultimate relationship. They are each other’s
best friends We all want to have that kind of relation-

ship. Thev try things out on eacli other. using each other as sound- |

ing bounls Theres a difference between being an adviser and e
ing snmebody’s best friend. He refines things that hes thinking
about by saving them out loud and talking to her. Sk refines




things she's thinking about i the same way, and they give each i
other adviee i that way. They have always done that, always will. !
Thev are absolutely a team. You do not get one without the other,
ever.

Therd're always two parts to everything—the ideas the am-
bition, the ability to doit. Then theres the rest of us behind the
scenes who sort of make 1t all come together and make it all work.
She has ereated an environmient in their lives that allows him a
lot of freedaon to go out and explore things that he might not have
under other eircumstances. But I do't call that a driving force.

My nitial reaction is that he would be President no matter
what right now because I have a feeling of destiny about this par-
ticular enterprise. 1 think it all became possible because of the
relationship they have, and because they both had a great deal
of freedom, and because they have this ineredible friendship that

allows them to talk about things

NANCY REYNOLDS

ancy Reagans only interest is what's good for the

President. She has no hidden agenda, no other worries
or eoncerns She feels that if there are people who have other
agendas—and in politics there are always such people—they are
definitely workinug at some sort of disadvantage to the President
and she's going to speak up.

They certainly fulfill eacli other's needs and perhaps that's
the basis for a really successful marriage. They eomimunicate with
one another extremely well. And they have such mutual admira-
tion and respect for one another. Based on those two things they
agree on most issues Thev share so tnany things in common, but
mostly they fulfill each other's needs most of the personal needs
we all have. He loves aud respects her very much, and vice versa.
Like most marriages, no one is ever giving fifty-fifty. At one time
or another someone has done the eighty-twenty bit or ninety-ten.
They've each had an opportunity to be in that position, as all good
relationships do. And I think they have the bond, a personal bond,
of all the things they've gone through together It has only
strengthened over the vears

SHEILA TATE

irst of all, if you know Nancy and Ronald Reagan, you

know that he’s not going to ever consider her a liabil-
ity. She's his biggest asset, emotionally, and we knew we could get
that story out to the press

To some degree, 1 think she was a convenient lightning rod.
and when you have a popular President, it's hard to attack him.
His wife is vulnerable. People took shots at her.

They're inextricably bound together. but shes certainly
carved out an independent niche for herself that she can be proud
of in her own right. I think she's probably teased the President
about the fact that her rating is sometimes a little higher than his

Do I feel she’s a little competitive with the President? Only
on the friendliest basis We'd say. *“We were the lead story on the
network news” and she'd say, “I can't wait to tell Ronnie”

She was probably the best persen to address the issue of the
President s age. She'd been through it before. She's the closest per-
sou there 1s to the President and she knew that it was not an issue
We were out campaigning and she took that issue head on. She
would walk over the rope lines when we'd get to an airport and
invite reporters’ questions and she would weleome that particular
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RICHARD ALLEN

f ;;he President is the kind of man who, by my observation,

in dealing with this able and strong-willed wife, recog-
nizes that she’s on his side all the time He's able to listen carefully
and maybe it influences his point of view and maybe it doesn't.

He doesn't always give expression to whether he approves of what
you're doing. saying, or how you're behaving It's a very in-
teresting feature of the man.

Tv sec Romald and Nancey Reagan in circumstances of dif-
ficulty, as I have seen them in the precampaign days and cam-
paign days when things looked pretty dark at one point, and to
watch them operate at the White House. one sees a reflection of
a relationship that is clearly, in the first instance, grounded in
love and caring about each other. The fact of the matter is that
the President misses her if she’s away twenty-four or forty-eight
hours It's almost an unbreakable team effort.

There are lots of things that a husband will not want to do
in which a wife can help out without her work carrying the econ-
notation of dirty work. I think thats very helpful. I'm pushed
frequently by my wife and I think he is pushed frequently by
his wife to do things or not to do things

She steps into a role that he probably at least subconsciously
invites her to fill. I think that's very interesting. Every couple
that 1s married knows about those limits on either side Most
husbands invite their wives in. Others do not and live to regret
the day. T think President Reagan has invited Naney Reagan into
that realm. She knows what the margin is the boundary, so to
speak. and she operates freely up to that boundary.

MICHAEL DEAVER

ﬁl(‘}' will fight to her dying day to protect Ronald
Reagan, whether he's aetor, governor, private citizen,

or President. She wants to know, Is e getting out on the patio
for lunch to get some of that sunshine?! What's he having for lunch
today? Don't you give him some time in the morning? Give him
sotue time in the afternoon so that he can sit at his desk and think
a little bit himself. She is not the kind of person who would call
up and say, “You know, I think the SALT talks ought to begin
February 27 Her primary eoncern would be his personal needs
I'm married. Sometimes | win, sometimmes Carolyn wins
The same 1s true of the Reagan household. as it is in most

houscholds  Sometines they argue and she'll prevail, and
sometimes he'll prevail. but 1t’s the most ineredible love relation-
ship I've ever seen in my Life between a couple

I suppose anybody whos here wants to leave semething of
themselves as far as their own mark and I'm sure that's probably
true of Naney. I've said this before If Ronald Reagan had owned
a shoe store, shed be out there pushing shoes

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN

‘/‘/z;:my Reagan's greatest strengths and greatest
weaknesses have the considerable charm of being one

and the same. Her greatest strength is that she 1s so tied to her

husband that she provides him with the kind of emotional sup-
port all of us wish we had. Her greatest weakness is that she is
so tied to her husband and she provides him with so muel emo-
tional support that I think she is relatively ill-equipped to stand
back and say, “You're doing this wrong. You might want to take
another look at this”

Dorr't look to Naney Reagan to provide Ronald Reagan with
a critical perspective On the other hand, do look to Nancey Reagan
for this enduring emotional support.

If we had access to the living quarters even if we were a fly
on the wall of the Reagan apartment in the White House, I think
it would be very hard for us to understand fully what goes on.
I think in the relationship between two people, one doesii't see
orders being given. It's a dvnamic. the way all relationships are
dynanie. I don't for a moment believe Naney Reagan orders her
husband to do this or do that. She makes her opinions felt in cer-
tain ways, the way all women and men do in the context of long
marriages and long relationships Those opinions in a good mar-
riage, in a good relationship. will be taken very seriously by the
other person. It's that kind of power: that’s private; power that's
abstract, if yvou will; power that's articulated much more through
interpersonal influence than it is through the usual kinds of
authority relationships we associate with the word “power”
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It really reachesa point where something’s gone much too

far. in my opinion. So it seems to me, sometimes, that if you
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can cateh it before it reaches that point where alot of people

are maybe hurt, then it's easier to stop it right in the begin- !
ning. rather than let it huild up a head of steam.

Idon't have as muel “clout™ asthey say I do. 1 don't get

mvolved 1 how to balanee the budget or how to reduce the

defieit or foreign affairs or whatever, but 1 de get involved

m people issues. I think I'nr aware of people who are trying

to take advantage of iy hushand, whe are trying to end-run

hin.

Sometimes he'll want to talk about problems and
sometimes he won't. Sometimes his mind is so busy and so oceun-
pied, he just wants to go right to those papers as soon as he
gets his dinner. And then, there's not niueh conversation about
it. Other times. he does want to talk about it.

I didn’t think 1t was fair when I'd pick up the paper and
I'd read that he was a warmonger. that he was ready to go to

war and so on. I know that that'ssimply untrue. He's trying

to do everything he can to avert war and bring abeut peace.

That concerns me too. I was in favor of a meeting with — =

Gromyko. 1 thought that was a good idea. and I'm glad he
came.
He and miy hushand were over at the Oval Office alone,

and having dismissed evervbody else. 1 was asked to come

~ . . B : * - i .
Evervbody who's been here knows the jobs tough. 1 would RTINS tdown to the Red Room and be there to greet them when they
never eriticize another First Lady. I never knew that Mary R

Lincoln was eriticized so terribly. Well, she was Across the hall,
theres a painting of Mrs. Coolidge. It's a beautiful painting,
her standing with their dog. She was eriticized because sup-
posedly there were people who satd that her dress was really
shorter than it was—it was really kind of a flapper style—and

that she had had 1t painted on and added to and it was not the

dress at the Smithsonian. There was a whole big flap about
this Mrs. Lincoln was ertticized for spending $2,000 on her
maugural gown. Criticism comes with the jobh, .
I dow't think 1" getting all that bad a pressnow. I think z
as things have settled down and people have gotten to know |
me more, they know that a lot of things were not true. }
I hear a lot of times, “Well, Naney Reagan wants this or |
Nauey Reagan wants that” when I've never said anything !
about it and I don’t know what theyv're talking about.
Doesthe President sometimes sayv no to nie? Sure. Does his
no alwavsend it? Not alwayvs. I'll wait a little while: then I'll

come back at him again. I







It's impossible to please all the public. But things
strarghten out through the years and various First Ladies have
been eriticized for being overly involved in White House

VA affairs People forget that and remember them for their intel-
R /",,:xﬂ S~ L ligenee. T think Mrs Reagan is establishing a very classic,
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wonderful path lending a supportive ear to her hushand but

not even pretending to interfere in publie poliey.
I doubt there’s a man alive who 1s in love with his wife and

doesi’t trust her intuition. She sees a lot on her own, I'mi sure,
that the President doesn’t. I think it's good to have that kind
of advice,

F'think she will go down in history as one of the very finest
First Ladies because she has gone through bad publicity and
surmounted it so beautifully. She has done sueh wonderful
things with her drug program, her foster children program,
and so forth. She's been involved in a lot of things She is work-
ing hard on the drug program at a time when drug and aleohol

abuse is really a very serious problem in this country. She's
right on target. And what she does is very effective. She has
mfluence. She works hard at it. I think she also derives great
satisfaction from seeing the good that she does

There's a growth process in every First Lady. I've seen it
i every single one of them. Mrs Ford went through great per-

sonal problems and rose to surmount them. Rosalynn Carter
and Lady Bird Johnson. wow, I mean Lady Bird does things
to this day. She has power and influence in the whole field of
world wildlife and preservation that she never would have had
if she hadn’t been First Lady and if it hadn't evolved during
her yvears as First Lady.

P e il

Mrs Reagan has evolved, too. If they are smart, intetligent
women, If they have their eves and ears open, and they don't
sucewnb to prejudices all First Ladies evolve and become
greater people. I nothing else, they don’t get any money out
of 1t, and though they get a lot of grief out of it, they also
develop mwardly and store up a tremendous amount of
kunowledge. It wust affect their whole lives for ever and ever.
Onee you're out of the White House, a First Lady has to be
very changed and hasto be very involved in what's going on

around her. Just think of all the newspapers they suddenty
start to read.

When you're that busy. vou don’t have time to give in to
grief. You just keep plowing ahead. That's one of the perks
of the joh. You've so many things vou have to do. There's this
cnormous schedule laid out for vou. You don't have time to

ﬁu,’ﬂ\l LY dwell on grief or saduess or fear. You just push ahead and do










Shesa very complex person sometimes She has many sides
to hier. and this was a side no oue had ever seen. And when she
did the encore, you knew she was having fun. You can scuse
when people approve of what you're doing. The applause was
tremendous That one ineident showed that she basically has
excellent instinets about herself and what she feels will be good
and what will be natural for her. She never extends those
boundaries by trying to do something that isn't natural, that
1s1't something she would do in ordinary hife. Poking fun at
herself at the Gridiron dinner was her way of perhaps saying.
Well if T got off to a rocky start, let's have a few laughs about
it because I'm going to be around for a while. I think that was
the turning point. There's no question about it.

P don’t think on substance that you ean say Naney Reagan
has influenced poliey. She expresses herself as we all do to the
President when we have the opportunity. He always listens
very mtently. Of eourse, he adores Nancy. Many times she's
right and hes not right. At least we feel that way. But
sometintes he will accede if lie feels that it'ssomething he hasn't
thought about, It's more style than substance. She never elanms
to be an expert. She certainly is knowledgeable and under-
standing about a lot of things but Nancy Reagan is a back-
to-basies person.

I think she sees her husband as a man of peace, He 1sa man
of peace. To that end, I think she will always offer up solutions
and ideas and comments, as we all do any time we're asked,

and even sometunes when we're not.

Jut Ronald Reagan is his own man. T think she has in-
fluence in the general sense. but any wife of all those vears
1Isgoing to have an opinion. And hisdaughter Maureen, who
spends a great deal of time at the White House, most certainly
has a lot of influence. He doesn’t always agree with her, either.
That's what makes it such an interesting family.

When I first met Nancey Reagan, she was a housewife in
her forties who had never been on the campaign trail before.
Ronald Reagan had done a lot of campaigning for Senator
Goldwater, and she bad stayed home as most wives do and
Ioved being in that rather protected environment. To be thrust
all of a sudden into Sacramento and asked to Hve in an old
mansion that was a firetrap and not near any schools—that
was a big story in those dayvs that Naney Reagan said the
governor's mansion wasn't gzood enough for her. In fact, it
wasn't safe enough. The fire department said there was no way
they'd ever get of f that second floor if a fire came along. The
wood was rotting. It was in an awful neighborhood. Now it's
4 museum,

So she wsisted on moving to a suburb. That sounds a lit-
tle silly now, but in those days. it was pretty courageous She
took a lot of flak from the press on that. She wanted a normal
Life for her children, especially for her young son, and in a
nvighborhood, 1n a house, that leoked just like all the other
houses. That was what she wanted. Ultimately, it was the best
thing. But you're damned if vou do and dammned if you don't.
I think she found out the hard way. These things all imade sense
to her. She really couldn’t understand that anvbody wouldn't
agree that it was a sensible thing to do.

Nancy Reagan never held a press conference the whole
time she was in Sacramento. She felt it was presumptuous
There were a few incidents where she had press in or
something, but she never really called a press conference,
except for one time. That was when a man who was a leader
of the opposition in California publicly criticized her for try-
mg to solicit furniture for a governor's mansion that wasn't
even built. She was trying to get people to donate antiques or
old California pieces and there was a big eritical piece in the
paper. She called a press conference the next day and just ab-
solutely let him have it. It was the only time 1 ever saw her do
that. She had her dander up and she felt that they had gone
far enough. That was the end of the eriticism. There was never
another article. and she got tremendeous donations of furniture
and antiques from people who wanted to give them to the state
to be used in a governor's mansion in the right way.
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DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN

here's no set defniition for the role of I9rst Lady. The

role as realized at any given moment in time really
depends largely on three separate faetors. One isthe woman
whos filhng it. Two is the man she's married to. And three by
no nieans the least important, is the temper of the times. One
can prediet that a First Lady in the nineteen-eightios will be
different from a First Lady in the fifties.

There are lots of common denominators among First
Ladies, and in powerful ways the role has stayed remarkably
the same as it was twenty and thirty yvears ago.

There was one First Lady who deviated somewhat from
the normn in our recent history and that was Rosalynn Carter.
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter were very close before they
entered the White House. They were certainly well matehed
and partners, in effect, during the four years that they were
in the White House. But Rosalynn Carter always took a very
strong interest in the substance of her hushand’s politieal life,
If that 's your interest as First Lady, then the nature of the
relationship and the nature of what you talk about and how
vou deeide to spend your time—literally, how your days are
spent—will differ enormeously than if you are more like Naney
Reagan, which is to say, less interested in substance and more
interested i being proteetive of her husband, as we know her
to be.

Rosalynn Carter was interviewed inthe White House by
Barbara Walters. She was asked questions on poliey matters.
She was asked about energy, about health, about the political
situation. You will notice that when Nancy Reagan is inter-
viewed, there’s rarely a question directed at her about any
substantive policy issues.

This 1s not to say that, in the privaey of their own quarters,
they don’t discuss these issues. But I think it's safe to guess,
from the evidence that we have, that she's not as interested in
these matters as her predecessor was Rather, she sees it all
through a political lens of sorts. that is. how it will politically
affect the well-being of her husband. That should not be
lightly dismissed, because W hite House life is political life.

I'think Naney plays a large role with regard to personnel
matters though 1 don't believe she plays a larger role than
other First Ladies have—compared, let's sayv. to Rosalynn
Carter. whicliis the niost obvious comparison because they've
been the most powerful First Ladies of recent times Anyone
who reads the newspapers knows that Naney Reagan helps her

hushand make decisions with regard to who should be around
hin, and when somebody lets her husband down and gets him

it trouble—we have some recent evidence of so-called sloppy

staff work—there are immediately reports that Naney Reagan
is furious at this and is doing everything she possibly can to
make sure it doesn’t happen again.

If vou're going to look at the reeent First Ladies, they
really need to be viewed in their own separate categories. In
different ways they all exerted power.

Jacqueline Kennedy eertainly was divoreed from the
political 1ife of her husband. On the other hand, she was so
attractive a figure, such a star in the White House, that her
aura by osmosis almost lent him an aura of sorts To be a media
celebrity is to exert a kind of political clout, even if that clout
is only in terms of publie relations

Lady Bird Johnson was for many vears—in fact, during
the entire Johnson marriage—what 1 call his trusted and in-
dispensable junior business partner. She was junior because
she knew or felt hierself to be junior and never elaimed to be
his equal the way Rosalynn and Jimmy would say, “We're
partners”

At the same time. she was always engaged in his political
Life. indispensable to his political life, and remained so in the
White House. 8o her clout during her husband's White House
tenure derived from various politieal activities she undertook
onher own, For example. during the 1964 campaign, there was
the “Lady Bird Special”” which was one of the first efforts
by a First Lady to step out on her own, to campaign alone, and
to really become a political figure in her own right.

She also had her own projects. She had highway
beautification and conservation and so forth and so on.
Through Lyndon Johnson's dependence on her, through her
long historical ties to his political career, and through hier own
projects—in at least three ways—she played a political role.

Pat Nixon's political clout was perhaps less than that of
any of the other recent First Ladies Basically, there are two
ways to be politieally powerful in the White House or to have
some political impact there. One is through your tie to your
husband, ike Naney Reagan's: and the other is to be such an
attractive, inposing. or impressive figure in your own right
that you get media attention and political attention the way
Jacqueline Kennedy did. Pat Nixon, although she was atten-
tive politically, and played her role capably and well, simply
didn’t hiave that strong a relationship with her husband. Nor
was she so attractive, to those interested in political life and
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politieal culture, that she derived any elout from that. So she
had less of an impaet than other First Ladies.

Betty Ford is a separate story. The Fords entered the
White House i a very unusual way. There was no campaign.
Virtually overmght. thev were catapulted from relative
obscurity into the White House. She played a very important
role in those early months making him better known, attract-
g attention in her own right. Shortly after they entered the
White House, she developed breast cancer. She was very open
about her breast cancer, which other women in public life had
not been up to that moment. From that point on, she became
rather a loved figure. When he ran for President, for what
realiyv amounted to the first time, in 1976, buttons began ap-
pearing: “Betty’s Husband in the White House” or “Betty for
President.” She really became a very popular First Lady, and

1 wany ways deservedly so.

What the public expeets from a First Lady depends on
the temper of the times It's a difficult balancing act
nowadays because we all live in a very different time with
regard to wemen and what women are supposed to do and
what we expect.

Naney Reagan's experience as First Lady is somewhat
atypical. The more conventional pattern for First Ladies.
and indeed for presidential families and presidents. is for
everyone associated with a new adwinistration to have
something of a honeymoon, and this extends to the Presi-
dent’s wife. People are usually withholding judgient. For
whatever reason, Naney Reagan's career as a First Lady has
bieen reversed. She was under much more attack during the
first year than she has been since, and appears to be in much
better shape now with regard to her public appearances and
her appreciation by the public than she was in the beginning.

The interesting question to ask about Naney Reagan is
exactly how she reversed the trend. 1 think you have to look
at the three critical factors, the three pieces of the “First
Lady Puzzle” One is Naney herself. She is much more com-
fortable now as First Lady than she was in the beginning.
She's more relaxed. She's less defensive, less self-protective
and has simply gotten accustomed to the role in a way she
was not at the very beginning, Second. there's the trajectory
of ber husband’s career. In the very beginning. the Reagans
were all unknown quantity, Washington outsiders No one
kuew how this so-called B movie actor from Hollywood would
fare in the White House. I think the evidence has been that
he has had in many ways a remarkably suecessful presidency.
And his 1984 electoral vietory is evidence of the fact that
he 1s widely admired. liked, respected. People enjoy having
him in the White House. If you enjoy having a particular
President in the White House, you are also enjoying hav-
ing the First Lady in the White House.

Finally, it has to do with the times. The Reagans suc-
ceeded the Carters In the beginning, the Carters were much
admired for their relatively simple style. Jinmuny Carter
would go on camera sitting by the fireplace in a cardigan
sweater. In the begiuning of his administration that was
regarded as an asset. A httle later on, people began to hunger
for a bit more glamour in the White House.

When Naney Reagan first came on the seene, she was
something of a culture shoek. Virtually overnight, we had
gone from the relatively simple peanut farmer from Georgia
to a Hollywood couple. And this was perhaps too rapid a




movement for the American publie to take to. It was one
thing to have too simple 8 White ITouse. It was another thing
to have a White ITouse that appeared to us to be run more
like @ monarchy than a democratic republic. So for all three
reasons—her own eomfort with the situation, her hushand’s
popularity. and the fact that we've now gotten used to and
rather fond of a more glamorous lifestyle—shes doing so
much better now than she did in the beginning

The reason First Ladies are such easy targets is that
they're so exposed. The combination of being out front and
associated inevitably with the policies, ideology, and attitudes
of their presidential wate makes them vuluerable on multi-
ple levels The trick is for them to find a hine between seem-
ing to be politically appropriate and yet personally
supportive. That's not easy, as we've seen, in presidents’ wives
and in candidates’ wives

Some, like Jaequeline Kennedy and Naney Reagan. do
feel a fairly strong need to keep themselves out of the publie
lmelight. Some, like Lady Bird Johnson and Rosalynn
Carter, however shy they may both have been to begin with—
and there's ample testimony to suggest that they both began
as very shy ladies—somechow overcame this and became
public personas

If you look at a book sueh as Lady Bird Johnson's Whate
House Diary, which is a big, fat tome about her activities
in the White House, vou will sce that there was very lhittle
time in those years that was kept to herself. Whenever she
had a private minute or two, she almost wrote about it
apologetieally, as if she were indulging herself. Rosalynn
Carter. too, was a workaholie, and most of that work life was
political hfe.

Naney Reagan is a more private figure than her
predecessor, a more private figure than Lady Bird Johnson.
But with the passage of time, we're seeing her increasingly
comfortable with those moments when she is in public.

Most First Ladies end up taking on the aura of their
hushands As much as we would like to say. ““Let’s look at
the First Lady in isolation from her presidential mate.” 1
think finally the way history will remember then, except
for the few students of the subject of First Ladies is the
way their husbands are remembered. Successful presidents
will tend to be accompanied in the mind's eve by successful
First Ladies The reverse is also true.

This is not to say that there are no distinetions made.
Lyndon Johnson is known as a very complicated man. His
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presideney was in some ways very great. in others tragie-
ally flawed. while Lady Bird Johuson is almost universally
admired.

If Naney Reagan goes down in history favorably, as a
good First Lady. then I think she is good in the ways that
matter—she is supportive of her husband. she is appropriate
in public. But finally she will be remembered in relation-
ship to Ronald Reagan’s presidency.

She understands it very well, and I think she's extremely
happy.

SHEILA TATE

remiember one day when there was an ineonsequen-

tial story in the press A reference attributed
something happening in the West Wing to her influence. It
was something she didn't even know about, dido’t have any
idea what they were talking about. She said. " You know, some
days. 1 feel like if it rains it must be my fault” And 1
rerneinber thinking that she must feel so powerless sometimes
to coutrol sonie of these events because 1f someone wants to
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attribute something to you via an unnamed source, what can

you do® She's not able to defend herself constantly. She was
deeply upset about 1t and concerned that there should be
some way to change it

How did she turn it around? She got on an airplane and
hardly ever came back to the White House. She was on the
road month after month after month. She visited treatment
centers where she asked kids *Tell me what happeuned? Why
did this happen to you? What could you have done?” She
said. " You know, you can't learn unless you histen”

She would have been on the road four months earlier
had it not been for the Libyan terrorist threat, whieh con-
strained us from traveling for a while. So we went out as
soon in the new year as we could. That first trip heartened
hier so mueh because she saw kids responding to her. She
saw that, in just visiting one-on-one, she was having an
impaet, and she got so inmersed in that subjyect that 1 think
she forgot about herself.

1 you don't set an agenda, it is set for you. 1T Naney
Reagan. in that first vear, is meeting privately and it’s not

making an hinpaet on the perception in the media, then, obvi-
ously, we're not setting our own agenda. even though we're
doing the work.

We set our own agenda. And it was visibly done. She
went out on the road. She invited the press to come with
Lier. She took the camerd that yvou were shining on her and
turned it around and focusced it on a cause—one she could
do something about.

We're talking about, probably, a thirty-point rise in the
polls, what Dick Wirthlin calls a thermometer rating Dick
explained to me that it's very unusual for a known publie
figure to ehange much on that rating, more than three or
four ponts, and hers changed twenty-five, thirty points. |
think people got a better idea of who she really was that
she's an interesting. vuluerable, multi-faceted person who eer-
tainly does care about people.

I don't think there's anything she's afraid of. She still
has very good judgment about herself. what she's good at
and what she would shy away from and what suits her. She
has a very keen focus If some great event presented itself,
and I went to her and said. “I think you ought to get n-
volved 1 this, what do you think?", she would know what
questions to ask to assess whether it was right for her. She's
always had that good sense.
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b only wish that Gridiron dinner appearance had been
televised. Tt was the most stellar moment of the single events
burned in my memory. Here were six hundred publishers,
major political colummnists writers in Washington. who were
believing what they had been writing and reading. They
thought of her as sort of a brittle, unfeeling person. There
was a skit about Mrs Reagan, making fun of her, called
“Second-Hand Clothes™ All of a sudden, onto the stage comes
a rack of clothes—Seventh Avenuce—and the elothes part and
this character comes between the elothing and its Nancy
Reagan dressed in the most outrageous outfit:—a skirt that
didn’t match, the blouse with the feather boa, a big floppy
hat, and yellow rain boots and she takes over and sings the
song that, basically, makes fun of her. She was sayving, I
did some really colorful things last vear that you all have
ribbed me about and 1 have a sense of humor about it. 1
can put it in perspective.”

When 1 was sitting there, waiting for her te come on,
it was the only time I've ever experienced what I'm sure was
high blood pressure. I had these poundings in the back of
my head. One publisher sitting next to me looked back at
the head table and noticed that Nancey Reagan wasn't there.
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He deaned to another guy and said, “Naney Reagan isy't
up there. 'l bet she's ticked”

She walked on that stage and people were so astonixhed,
they just rose from their seats and started serealuing. Andd
when she sang this song and took this plate that reposented
the china and smashed it on the floor. it didu't break. xo {hey
sereaned for an encore. You could feel the attitude ph;mg(‘.‘

She stuck her neck out so far to do that. T thaak what
got her through it was that she kept it a seeret from the Presi-
dent. She had her elothes sent over seeretly that atvernoon,
She went over and rehearsed very quictly. It's the only major
story 1 know of that never got leaked in advance Nohodyv
knew about it except two or three people at the Gridiivg {]n;]
two or three people on the staff. She kept thinking, “1'y
going to do this The President’s going to fall off hus chair”
And he darn well almost did. 1 think she got a lot of enjoy-
ment out of that.

She has a very endearing. gentle sense of huiim When
we first went to her, the Gridiron people suggested that she
make fun of the press. She recognized right away that Naney
Reagan can't do that. She said, “I'll make fun of u\_\‘m‘lf.:’
And that turned the whole thing around.

[ think a fainter heart would have shriveled up aud never
left the third floor of the White House. But she earad ahout
what people thought. She never stopped caring.

I remember on a recent summer day she had three
speeches in a row to groups like the PT.A. and Lions ta thank
them for helping her on this big project she was mnvolved
in. It oecurred to us as an afterthought. afterward, talking
on the plane, that she had addressed in just ten days
something like fifty thousand people. She was ao s(xif.
confident she would walk in there with a couple uf eards
in her hand and get up and speak extemporaneously for fif-
teen or twenty minutes. She had a message.

She is a wonian of substance and deserves to be seen that

way.

LYN NOFZIGER

L%spect that Naney has about as much as she wants
to have. Naney is not Rosalynn Carter. She doesn't

view herself as the Deputy President. She doesn't want to

sit in on Cabinet meetings or those sorts of things )iyt she
certainly has a strong interest in the things that the Presi-




tlent does She has an interest in the people around him, and
Judees them on the basis of whether they serve hun well.
But can Naney get someone fired? I don't think so. Ronald
Reagan makes thuse decisions. Can Naney get somebody
hired? Probably at some levels and maybe at some very high
levels, but not totally. She's not the President, and 1 don't
think anybody at the White House thinks she is, nor does
she. There may be some people who are afraid of her, but
I don’t think that there's a sense of fear in the White House
about Naney. I've not seen that ever.

You take the call. Of course, you take the call. But that
doesn’t mean that yon get on the phone and say, “*Yes, Mrs
Reagan. Yes, Mrs. Reagan. Yes Mrs Reagan!' If yvou take
the call, then you listen. She's a very smart woman, and her
opinton is worth listening to.

How much trouble are you in if she’s down on you? I
suspeet it depends on who you are. I think you can make
too wmuch of that. T dou’t know of anybody, on the White
House staff, on the governor’s staff, who has not continued
to function 1f Naney was upset. The President makes the
final decisions And they're not always the deeisions she
thinks he ought to make. But certainly her view is taken into

of anyone that she's ever gone out and tried to get fired or
anyone in partieular that slie’s tried to get hired. [ do believe
that she has expressed opinions. There's been a time or two

in which I've made statements that have caused her some
coneern.

[ don’t think anybody ever wants to be in trouble with
the First Lady. She's not a petty or vindictive sort of per-
son, but if she doesn’t think that yvou're particularly com-
petent, you've got to remember that she's the one who gets
to talk to him first every morming and last every night. My
predecessor in this job, Lyn Nofziger, and she had good
periods and bad periods. The First Lady had sonie concerns
about some of the things ['ve said, but certainly has backed
me fully.

It's very important as the White House team moves for-
ward with its agenda that it realize the warning signals when
Mrs Reagan is concerned about something. It's a concern
that either is bothering the President or that better get some
attention. When my secretary walks in and says, “Mrs
Reagan's on the line" [ certatuly take the call very quickly.
After my heart starts beating again, [ vcertainly listen very
attentively.

serious consideration, as it should be.
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When Mrs Reagan is concerned about something,

we know that her concern always relates directly
to the President. So when she's concerned about something,
we respond to her, and respond to her very quiekly.

He's an awfully nice man, and [ think that she sometimes
feels that lie may be a little taken advantage of by either
his staff or members of the Cabinet or what have vou, and
she certaiuly wants to make sure that doesn’t happen.

She certainly gets concerned about rhetorie sometimes
She's probably the one person who's always looking out for
his long-term image. The two of them have made a very heavy
commitment to spend a significant portion of their life here,
and 1 think that she’s very coneerned about his place in
history.

There’s no question there've been certain members of the
Cabinet she thought were becoming negative to the Presi-
dent and she probably weighed in pretty heavily on some
of those. As far as the White House staff itself, I don’t know

RICHARD ALLEN

he makes her influence felt direetly to a eirele of inti-
mates who convey her views on matters. I think that
this is wholly within bounds for a First Lady. She's a strong-
willed First Lady. I think good presidents are served by
strong-willed ladies—that is. good assertive presidents who
know where they're going, know where they've come from.
She can make her influence felt with a range of actiong
from a telephone call expressing conecern to perhaps mak-
mg a contribution to the solution of a given problem.
This 1s not a case in which a strong-willed and very
capable First Lady is reaching over her husband’s shoulder
to try to control the ship of state. But in questions that she
has an instinetive feel for, she makes her views known. I think
that's utterly welecomed. My wife does it, evervones wife does
it We find as the vears accumulate that onr wives gather
more wisdomn and their reaction becomes very important to
us.
Naney Reagan obviousty has high regard for certain

individuads whese fortunes she wonld push. [t's only natural




that she should do that. I'in sure she talks to the President
about it. I've seen 1t in pre-White House days when she would
address him very direetly and begin to persuade him and
then lay out a case. It was alwayvs very interesting for me
to wateh that. T was rather amused by it at first, and then
I began to take it more seriously, not because I thought being
ot Naney Reagan's good side was important. 1 don't believe
one ought to operate that way, although there are others who
may feel that this is an miportant operating wetliodology.
I just went about doing my job as I saw fit. She never hap-
pened to be at cross-purposes with me. Let's say that it's
infinitely preferable working for President Reagan and hav-
ing Naney Reagan on your side than having her on the other
side of the street.

Without making invidious comparisons. 1 would say that
Naney Reagan will rate as one of the best and most
effeetive—certainly most infiuential for a guod cause—First
Ladies in modern history.

MICHAEL DEAVER

ou know, you sit over here in the West Wing of the

White House and you start out here at six-thirty

in the morning and end up at eight or nine oclock
at night, and vour entire life is consumed by his schedule
and the priorities of that day or the priorities of the week
or the foreign visitors or the legislative schedule or whatever
it is, and yvou forget that half a block away, you've got a very
integral part of what makes this man tick. Naney is in many
respeets as much a part of what people think about this
prestdencey as any First Lady in a long, long time.

I don't think she spends a lot of time on the issues. Naney
would agree with George Shultz and with Ronald Reagan
and with George Bush that it's better to be talking to the
Soviets than not talking to the Soviets I think that would
be her position. And I believe that's a very smart position.
But it isn't the kind of thing that she would come over here
and spend a lot of time on. She might have dinner with the
Shultzes or with the Bushes, and something like that might
be discussed, but that’s not the kind of thing she'd make a
big issue of over here in the West Wing of the White House.

I think she’s more confident about going out ou trips
and making speeches Anybody, once they begin doing that

sort of thing, develops a confidence. She takes an extra-
ordinary amount of time iy the preparation of those remarks
There's a lot of people about whem you can say, “I've got
to go over to the whatchamajiggers association. Write me
ten minutes will you?” And they get it and look at it in the
car on the way over. Not Naney Reagan. She goes over the
dotting of every 7 and every crossing of every t and works
very hard to be sure that that's sumnething that really is her
own statenment. That's what being a First Lady is all about.

JAMES ROSEBUSH

f you can trust the polls they say that she is respected

and loved by the American people. In fact, she hasa
rating that indicates she's the most popular First Lady of
the past seven admimstrations

The people like her. She's eertainly comfortable in her
role. 1 think she secs that there’s a job to be done that she
can do, and she’s very happy about that. She's pleased she
can contribute to a major social problem, and she'’s secing
results on that. She's comfertable, and 1 think the Anmerican
people are comfortable with her, too.

We know that as a result of the First Ladies coming here
from seventeen different countries we're getting reports pour-
g i that these First Ladies are starting media canipaigns
to alert young people to the dangers of drug abuse. They're

nmore brawladeanblda alins 8 Mbo e cnntlo o mfth their
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As to those stories that Mrs Reagan was the “star” of
that big trip to Europe. T think you have to take the word
“star’” and look at it carefully. Certainly, the President was
tackling the tough issues and he showed the kind of leader-
ship that people were looking for from the President of the
United States She, on the other hand, had a echance {o play
a starring role with the people of those countries. She had
a4 chanee to get out and talk with them, and dance the
flamenco with them, and show interest in their culture. In
that sense, she plaved a starring role, but T think they starred
in their own individual ways

I don't think we've ever faced a situation where we've
overshadowed the President: we've complemented him. It's
exciting when she does something important—gets promi-
nent play and people know about it. That's what we want
to do. We want to communicate those things, but T .don't think
we've ever gotten into a situation where we've ever seriously
competed with the President.

This has been the first administration in which the chief
of staff to the First Lady also works for the President. Fve
had one foot in both wings and both their interests at heart.

I think it's a first that people in the West Wing are xit-
ting there and saying. “Naney Reagan is a plus She's help-
g the President, politically”™ T expect they recognize th

so there's a degree of respect that wasn't here in previous
administrations. Before, it was, “Well, let the East Wing o
what they think is best. Let the First Lady get involved in
charitable programs or, you know, garden parties” Whijel,
is not to denigrate what other First Ladies have done, hut
theres a degree of importance here, and 1 think it's o kev
point. '

RICHARD WIRTHLIN

ight from the beginming, Naney Reagun was

viewed as a dignified. strong. capable woman, hut
the publie’s perceptions have changed. That is, not only o
people still articulate those as reasons why they like Naney
Reagan. but. in addition. four out of ten Americans say th;;l
they like Naney Reagan because of her work with young pue-
ple, the work she's doing fighting drugs and her sensitivity
to people. .

_SA DR




In 1951 and 19520 she was still viewed favorably, but it
wasn't as strong a feeling as it is now. About five or six out
of ten said they were favorably impressed with Naney
Reugan. Those first two vears in the White House were pretty
rough ones for the First Lady, Since that time, she has
developed a eonfidence and brought to her public image, if
you willla “hkeableness” that wasn't there early on. This
plus her dedication to a cause she feels very, very deeply
about made Naney Reagan probably one of the most posi-
tively supported First Ladies in many yvears

I think hers is an unusual ease. 1t's not unusual to see
someone who has a favorable rating initially have that rating
erode as time goes on. I can’t name a major public figure
whose job rating or whose positive impressions improved as
dramatically over two or three years as has Naney Reagan's

Ca_g’]ﬂﬁv\

DONNIE RADCLIFFE

he projected the image of a very well-to-do woman
socialite who really had little concern or interest in

anvoune who wasn't a part of her particular soeial milieu.
She was someone who cared about elothes and furnishings
and parties and people who were her sort. The real person
didn’t eome across at first—that she was concerned about
the average person. I'mn not saying she wasn't, but it never
Came across

She's riding very high these days Shie was very successfui
in Europe. She has good press. She makes no mistakes. She's
very professional. She's an actress who performs her role well.
She follows directions and her staff works closely with her.
I think she's very successful right now. She's at the top.

I would like to see more specifies in her drug-abuse
message. By that 1 mean, when she is meeting with people
from other countries, if she could be more specifie about what
sort of things have been successful here in her ov  crusade.

I think she is too general; she should be more specifie
and say, “We did this We had a publisher do comic books
for us with a message on the dangers of drug abuse. We went
to the National Pharmacists and had them start a campaign.”

Does she enjoy all the attention? It would be very dif-
ficult for any human being not to enjoy it.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY

cople didn’t go around saying Mrs Truman was
a disappoimtment, but Mrs Truman was a domestic
i her husband’s household. She wanted really no external
visage. Naney Reagan has a background as an actress. as a
performer. And it is inconceivable that she would lead so
inconspicuous a life as Mrs. Truman. On tlie other hand.
if her suecessor were a Mirs Truman type, I don't think peo-
ple would rush forward and say what a disappointment she
is. They would simply accept the fact that the temperament
of the First Lady dominates the question of how she’s going
te behave
You ask, What is her vision of the role of First Lady.,
not our vision? If you accept that distinetion, I would say
Naney Reagan's vision of the role of First Lady is. number
one, to do everything her husband wants her te do and,




number two, to identify herself publicly with the idealism He's such a marvelous man. Number one, a very strong

and social concern of a chief of state. She simply wants to man, but he has a gentleness at the same time. The attempted
be an exemplary First Lady. The idea of what constitutes assassinations came very closely together, so 1 feel a special
an exemplary First Lady is not set in conerete. It depends HH””F“' with him.

completely on the personality of the individual. I just hope whatever 1 say or do can be of help to peo-

ple. It's special to be here on wy own, but on those ternis—
only on those terms That 1 can be of hetp.

NANCY REAGAN

RON REAGAN
ﬂ;' meeting with the Pope was one of the most mov-

ing, wonderful experiences I've ever had. I've 7 . . .

b hi € co bef b ] L he £i . | ve never sat down and tried to rate First Ladies

met with him twice before but this was the first time alone. . . . ..
I'd say that, in terms of what she’s done for the White

What was so special? Being alone. Talking about

) ) House, she'd have to be way up there at the top. The place
something that concerns me very much and concerns him,

. . . . was a mess when she got there, really a mess It looked, you
and bearing his views on it—and his comments about what know. real low rent, kind of Holiday Inn—as much as the
White House can look like a Holiday Inn. She's really fixed
it up. She took a beating because of the china. Well, nobody
talked about the fact that they didn’t have a whole set of
china any more. The last person. 1 think, who actually bought
a set for the White House was Lady Bird—maybe it goes

back to Jackie Kennedy. When they have state diuners there,

I'm doing.
Yes. he thought what we're doing is important. You can't
ask for anvthing more. How could vou not be moved?
We discussed the seriousness of the drug problen. 1
believe very strongly in the family, getting parents’ groups
and families involved. He believes just as strongly that it's
necessary for these young people who are trying to work

their wiw back—which is a very difficult thing for them to people swipe plates and stuff. Little plates disappear into
leir way back—w S 4 very . ;

1 . ind of sbiritual hel Jigious hel L-nl—)w'm;jw handbags and coat pockets so they couldn’t have a dinner
do—to have some kind of spiritual help. religious help. i

B — o R - and have a complete setting of china for everybody. She

thought 1t was kind of tacky, so she went out and got some

of her friends to donate the money for it.

Eleanor Roosevelt is a kind of an icon now. She's really
“big time." As far as Jackie and Lady Bird go, in terms of
style. 1'd rate my mother with thew, sure. If Jackie had come

when my mother did, when society wasn't quite amenable

to a styvhish First Lady, she'd have gotten a beating. teo. You

know, my mom can dress with the best of 'em—even Jackie.
And she has beautified the White House. There's no ques-
tion about that.

MAUREEN REAGAN

efore they came to Washington, she always had a
good deal of control over their lives, over how they
spent their tune. All of a sudden, she came into a house that
wasn't hers trying to make it into the home she wanted it
to be. She was suddenly giving dinner parties and luncheons
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that she had not been there to plan, that were suddenly thrust
upon her. T talked to her one day about two weeks after the
inauguration and 1 said, “Well, how 1s it going?”’ And she
said, “Well, it’s okay. I'm giving my fourth luncheon tomor-
row afternoon and they didn't tell me till twenty minutes
ago”

Well, you can't be an expert at giving state dinners till
you've given two or three of them; but once you have, if you
learn from what goes on, and you learn the mix of people
and what makes them a good event, a good state event, then
you say, “Well, good, now 1 can do that, so now I don’t have
to worry about the state dinner that’s going to be held in
April because 1 kinow these¢ are the things that work.”” In
other words, you can’t be an expert on living in the White
House until you've lived in the White House for a while.

Everything she has doue has given her another level of
confidence. Instead of going back and starting at “A” every
time, she has gone from “A” to “B" to “C" to “D" to “E”
to “F" until now she’s up around “X. “Y] and “Z.”

The job of the First Lady of the United States is being
the ultimate corporate wife, and I am not a big fan of the
whole system that creates this corporate structure in which
we have these non-paid people on whom we dej end to do
much of the work that goes en. Tt seewms to me ‘hat there
should be a salary for the First Lady of the United States,
because certainly it's somebody who is on call twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week, doing a lot of jobs that most
of us wouldn't want to do.

There is a definition of a First Lady. It would be the
sanie if it was a First Gentleman. There is a job descrip-
tion. The First Spouse of the United States has the respon-
stbility for the residence of the White House, for the social
events, for the tours for all that eomes under that particular
batliwick. That is a massive eorporation te be running, and
that alone—without the social functions without looking for
the thing that you want to use your office to help people
with, without the fact that you also have a family, and that
you have brought your own way of life with you to the White
House—is a massive job. And it's a job that has to be dealt
with every day. It's something people have to understand—
that house doesn’t just run by itself.

The First Lady of the United States is a powerful
woman. She's obviousty got an awful lot of influence over
what goes on i her domain, which is that house, though 1
don't know how that translates into policy decisions.

If I have ideas on programs that I'm going to present,
as part of what I do, to the chairman of the Republican
National Committee, I sit and talk to my husband over din-
ner, and I say, “I'm thinking of doing this]’ and he says,
“Well, listen, why don’t you take that and go one step fur-
ther, or why don't you back up and move in that direction,
and if you conselidated this particular plan, you wouldn't
use as much effort and you'd get much more progress on
it,” aud I get all this refined. Now I take my plan in and
everybody thinks I'm brilliant, beeause I've got this other
brilliant person to come along and help me.

Well, the President doesn't just sit there and wait for
people to bring him things He has ideas. He sees things
unfolding. He reads. He gathers ideas So he goes into a
mecting of the economic advisers and he's got an idea about
something. Well, he’s not going to just throw it out there.
No human being would do that. He might sit at dinner the
night before and say, ‘1 was reading about this and think-
ing about this and I was thinking we can move in this direc-
tion.”” And she says “Well, that's kind of interesting, Yeah,
that sounds good to me. But wait a minute. What if yvou did
such-and-such?” And so he goes down the next day and it
all gets into the mix and everybody gets into it, so it's not
her idea. It's not her influencing poliey, but it's his sounding-
hoard. He has to refine his thinking before he goes into the
melee and make it all come together.

But it’s like playing telephone when you're a kid. 1 say
it to vou. somebody else hears it, and the next thing you know,
you have the National Enquirer writing a piece called
“Nancy Reagan Creates White House Policy” She doesn't
need that. The President doesn't need that. It's not good for
the political dynamics of the country. So she’s very uncom-
fortable, because she's afraid that people will not listen to
what it is indeed that she does do.

I did not know Eleanor Roosevelt. Unfortunately. she
was Just a wee tad before my time. The first First Lady that
I can remember knowing anything about was Bess Truman.
I've know about Bess Truman and Mamie Eisenhower and
Jackie Kennedy and Lady Bird Johnson and Pat Nixon and
Betty Ford and Rosalyun Carter and Nancy Reagan. That's
elght. She's the best.
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NANCY REAGAN

L%mt more pomp, though I'm not going to eriticize
any other administration. 1 think the White House

and any function that takes place at the White House should

have a certain sense of dignity about it. I think the publice
wants it. I don’t believe the public wants a man to just walk
into the room. They want to know that it's the President.

Do I like “‘Hail to the Chief™? Yes. It's traditional. It's
always been traditional and 1 think it's important to keep
that tradition up. After all, this is a very special place. 1
keep saying that, but it is The White House is where all
of onr Instory emanated from. AN of our presidents,
everything happened right here where we are. When you look
out the window at the Washington Monument and the
Jefferson Memorial, it's a wonderful feeling.

I was unprepared for the condition of the second and
third floors. T didn’t realize they hadn’t really been tended
to, maintained. They hadn’t been painted in something like
fifteen or twenty yvears The floors hadn't been done. All the
varnish was peeling off the wooden doors. And this. after
all, is the White House, which should look right.

I do not spend that much money on elothes I do not buy

that many clothes. What clothes I buy. 1 wear forever. My
husband teases me and says 1 still have my gyvm bloomers
from school.

It's not true about spending twentyv-five thousand dollars
on a wardrobe. Now we get back to all the other First Ladies
who have had the exact same problem. 1 don't know why it
always happens since it's not true at all. I never paid six-
teen hundred dollars for any kind of a handbag. That's just
untrue.

If T were spending that kind of money, 1 would think
people would have a right to say, What in the world is she
doing? But I'm not. I suppose theres a point at which. if
it's yours and you want to spend it the way vou want to, spend
it. but I just would never spend that kind of money on my
clothes They were very wrong about a handbag or whatever.
Anybody can say anything they want to say and vou have
no recourse, really.

We had a party for my husband’s birthday and I wore
a dress that I've had for twelve vears The one I wore to Mrs.
Thatcher's dinner I've had for fifteen years
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LETITIA BALDRIDGE

Lﬁ received a lot of flak for buying beautiful clothes
and looking so wonderful. There was so much interest

m the designers of her elothes she was made absolutely

furious and for a while had only one designer, Oleg Cassini.
do everything just to keep away all the press interest. It used
to be that way in all adininistrations. a very fashionable First
Lady. T sure it was true in Dollev Madison's day—the whole
world could be falling apart but still the questions would
be coming into the White House, What is she guing to wear
and who made that dress?

The public would be very sad and very disappointed 1f
our First Lady were dowdy and badly dressed. She does
represent American fashion. She does look like a million
dollars. As a matter of fact, all of our First Ladies have
looked like a miflion dollars recently. We've been very lueky,
and that helps the American fashion industry.

There was a lot of flak about Mrs Kennedy's elothes
That finally disappeared, as it has with Mrs Reagan.

Tliey both share an equal sense of style, an equal ease
at entertaining. a wonderful sense of rightness When Mrs
Kennedy came into the White House, 1t was in terrible shape,
and she put it into good shape. thanks to the Fine Arts Com-

(eI

niittee. Every First Lady thereafter added to the White
House and made it better and better, as has Mrs. Reagan.
It’s been an evolution of style in that house—acquisitions
of beautiful historic items and things of beauty in that house.
It used to ook like a bargain basement on sale day. Now
it looks great.

It's fascinating to look at the First Ladies we've had.
When you look back in history, the ones who emerge are
Abigail Adams. who was sort of a feminist, and Dolley
Madison. who was eriticized for her beautiful clothes from
Paris. James Madison was roundly eriticized in the press
for bringing back the Vermeil serviee of flatware—the forks,
kunives and spoons that are used at soine of the state dinner
funetious.

What is sad to see is that the great Vermaise flatware
serviee is subtracted from every year as White House guests
pocket forks, knives, and spoons to take home as souvenirs.
They're taking priceless museum treasures out of the White
House, but they don'’t seem to mind.

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN

When she first entered the White House, there was
a tremendous tendeney to jump on her for her
attention to elothes to ehina in the White House, to what
was considered frivolous, trivial, and somehow not worthy

of the contemporary American woman. Naney Reagan held
up with good grace under those early attacks Women in
general are dressing up more than they did in the sixties
and seventies There is a new attention to manners. There's
a new attention to propriety.

Jacqueline Kennedy spent a lot of money. When one
looks at First Ladies, one really needs to look at them in
the context of the entire presidential family and the political
impact of tlie presidential family in their day and age.

RON REAGAN

ost movie people are fairly well off. I think it’s

unreasonable to think she's going to go out and
hang out at truck stops or something. Most of their friends
are pretty well off. That's just the way it is
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plans, her public plans We'll talk on the phone about it. 1f
I'm in Washington. I'll go over and lunch with her and we'll
discuss it then.

It certainly isn’t at all evident that she's demanding in
the role we play together as one of her designers The special-
occasion dresses that 1 best remember I made for her are
the ones she wore to the galas preceding the inaugurations
The first time she was in black, which we thought was appro-
priate because she was not going to wear black for any of
the other ceremontes The second time she wore red. As you
know, she loves red. But I'm always amazed. She’ll drag out
a dress that'’s five or six years old, even older, and wear it.

She is partial, of course, to certain styles and colors And
I think she very wisely chooses red, white, and black very
often. She's amazingly good at colors. Strange colors, an odd
shade of green or something of that sort, she looks well in.
But she does rather restriet it to black, white, and red.

Without really being conscious of it, I must have made
clothes for her under a different label than 1 have now. Even
betore she was the First Lady of Calhifornia, shie had pur-
chased clothes of mine. I've seen, of course, a great deal of
coneern on her part, not only for her husband but for the
nation, which 1s perfeetly obvious It's very difficult for me
to judge whether she seems more assertive or ambitious
beeause she has never seemed that way to me and she doesn't
seent that way now. She's sure of herself, which is a damned
important thing to be.

It's always very difficult to make comparisons between
a First Lady and any of the First Liadies who preceded her.
I suspect that since Mrs Onassis. there has been no one who's
had an impact in fashion as much as Mrs. Reagan. But that'’s
because she has alwayvs dressed well and has always been in-
terested in clothes just as Mrs. Onassis was, too.

I suspect quite honestly that the things she's happiest
in are the things she wears in Santa Barbara on the raneh.
Obviously, jeans and a cotton shirt are her favorite.

Of course, she enjoys dressing up. But show me a woman
who deesn't. There are speeial occasions, special times, when
any gal wants to look great. She's not an exception.

I think onc of the things that Nancy Reagan has tried
to emphasize from the first is that the role of First Lady
does demand a ecertain dignity and a certain style, not only
in dressing but in attitude She's a master at that. Shes well,
representing our nation. And for that, I think, bravo for
looking well.
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NANCY REAGAN

% s I look back on it, I'm sure I'd probably do things
differently.

Since no money came from the taxpayvers. nothing seemed
wrong to me about redoing the White House. Nothing had

been done on the third floor in thirty years There were
cracks in the walls It needed painting. It needed
maintenance. It needed furniture taken out of storage. I'm
a nester, I like to fix things up. But nothing was being taken
out of the taxpayers’ pocket. so it didn't seem wrong. The
china was donated to the White House. I didn’t buy china.
The people who donated the china have often thought of it.
They never got the credit they really were due.

We've tightened our belts in many ways We're not spend-
ing as much money. We're just pulling in. You have to.

Was the 1982 Gridiron dinner the turning point? Yes
I remember being scared to death. My husband didn’t know
anything about it. We had rehearsed up here without his
knowing anything abeut it. We had two rehearsals, as |
remember. The outfit was unbelievable. It was every crazy
thing you could possibly think of, rubber boots. mangy. It
was something. At the end of the dinner. while the enter-
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tainment was going on, I excused myself from the table and

went backstage to change. I'm sure he must have thought,
“Where in the world is she? She's gone for such a long time”
And when I came out, I was scared. But then it seemed to
go well, and I thought to myself, “I hope he thinks it's going
well”

I'd hoped to blunt all of this stuff that had- been said
that was not me, to put s more in perspective and get peo-
ple back on the right track. They applauded.

I have opinions of different people. If I feel they're hurt-
ing my husband, or if 1 feel that they're tryving to end-run
him or use him or whatever. then 1'll sav somethineg.

I never asked the Carters to move out. I mean, never!
How would 17 Never. The only thing that 1 can think of is
that we were at dinner, during the inauguration. We started
from Blair House, as is customary. During the actual swear-
ing in, the White House staff moves the First Family—the
Carters. in this case—out of the White House and us in. And
I was saying, ‘1 don't know how they do it. It must be a
tremendous task to perform in a few hours” Everybody was
agreeing and I just said that I really don’t know how they
do it. Maybe a good idea would be for us, when we move
out, to move into Blair House and make it a little bit easier.

The “tiny little gun'’ that was written about disappeared
quite a long time ago. 1 had the tiny little gun when my
husband was away a great deal of the time and 1 was alone.
I was advised to have it.

Am I fudging two years in age? I might. 1 haven't made
up my mind yet. That's a pretty good answer, isn't it? In
Hollywood, you were never over twenty-five. At least I pro-
gressed bevond twenty-five.

BETTY FRIEDAN

%nfortunmel_v. I do not think that Naney Reagan has
done anything to advance the cause of women,

which is a very pointed fault or bad mark against her,

regardiess of specific politiecs—Republican, Democrat.
Women in the last twenty vears have made this great
breakthrough in America. We broke through the femine
mystique. We said, ‘“‘We are people’” We fought for the per-
sonhood of women, and the control of our own lives, our own
voice. We demanded and fought for equal opportunity. We
aren't finished yet, and there's even a backlash against it.

We were at college together, at Smith. 1 was editor of
the paper and literary magazine and she was an actress. She
had the spirit to go to Broadway, to go to Hollywood. As
I said to her when I went on the press bus at several con-
ventions before she actually became First Lady, ‘“Nancy, you
are a Smith person, and how can you not be for equal rights
for women? You were one of the career women before it was
even popular’” And she said, *“Oh, well, I'm for equal treat-
ment, and so is Ronnie, and 1'm for rights. but I'm not for
the amendment.”

Well. that's just specious W hen he was elected President
and she became First Lady, I went up to her at the Gridiron
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dinner and 1 shook her hand and I said, *‘Use your power.
Be a good role model now for women, and use your power
to keep the door open. or open it wide for women.”

It just seems to me that's her obligation as a woman of
her generation, at this time in history, and she hasn't done
it. She has not raised her voiee. They say she is now one of
the most powerful influences in the Reagan Administration
or on the President. Why has she not tried to stop him from
this war on the right of women to control their own bodies
and the safe, legal, medical access to abortion? Why has she
not tried to stop him when the Reagan Administration has
given the word that the laws now on the books on sex
diserimination in employmwent and education shouldn’t be
enforced, or that affirmative actien should now be used to
restore the supremacy of the white male?

She’s not a star in the soap opera, she is the First Lady.
And we expeet in America that our First Lady somehow em-
body the values of where women are at this time. When you
think, fifty yvears ago. of Eleanor Roosevelt, you realize what
a role model she would still be, even today. You think of Betty
Ford—who really was gutsy, not only in behalf of equal rights
for women but very honest on the question of abortion and
what she would do about her own daughter if there were
such a need—Dbeing brutally honest about her own problems
with aleoholisii and so on. She was a fine role model.

Breathes there a woman with a soul so dead, an eduecated
woman in the eighties that cannot \dentify with this great
Liberation of women to be people? Maybe deep down, she does
Mayvbe that's what this supposed new change in image is all
about. Mayvbe she just. somehow, has to be a person, and that’s
why she's moving more. being more serious about matters
like drug abuse.

' not that much of an expert on the Life and personal
history of Naney Reagaun. but I do recall that her own step-
father was arch-conservative, arcli-reactionary, and she might
have had a reactionary influence on Ronald Reagan
politically. 4

She was a career woeman before it was fashionable, when
most of our classmates were in condominiums, making a
career out of marriage and four children and baking their
own bread. She went to Hollvwood and she went to Broad-
way, but now, as First Lady, she is an anachronism. She is
somehow not only denying her earlier reality but the real-
ity of American women today—what they want to be and
what they need to be and what 1 think they would like




represented i the First Lady, who should represent the
hiphest standards and values for women, Republhican and
Demoerat.

There is an expectation today that a woman can be and
should be all the person she is capable of being. She wants
and values the choiee to have ehildren. Shie will be her hus-

band’s wife if she chooses to marry. But she will be a per-

son, seriously connnitted to her own voice in society, We are
+not finished yet 1 this great massive revolution of women
to full personhood and full equality. So 1 say to Naney
Reagan, “Why have yvou not used your role in the White
House to give a fuller role model for younger women?”

FORESTVILLE. MARYL
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A I am. She doest't have to be a card-carrying NOW member.
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Nobody would expect that of a Repubhican woman. But Betty
Ford, who's a Republican, was evurageous and outspoken

v on behalf of the basic move of women to equality. Here,

o

Nancy Reagan, whose hushand’s administration is mounting .

a backlash aguinst women's rights is not raising her voice

against it. Have her advisers told her. “Look, Ameriean

!
!
- i women really didn't vote for vour busband mm numbers™

B The Madame Chiang Kai-shek role—that's where her
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press has been lately, that she is propping him up or <A {‘L@
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manipulating him or controlling him. If that is so, so be it.

American woman have a great hunger for more power. They
have been too powerless, and they'll get it whatever way they

can. H vou're lucky enough to be First Lady, vou should

use that role for all it's worth. For good things.

I remember in the turbulent days of China, it came out
that Madame Chiang Kai-shek. who was Wellesteyv-cducated,

I believe, was sort of like a Dragon Lady. She really was pull-
ing the strings. It’s coming out that Naney Reagan is one

of the most influential people in the administration. Well,
then, in what direction is this influence going?
; I don't think anybody would have criticized Naney

Reagan forty years ago for just being a clothes horse, for
the china that she is buying. or whether she's wearing the
clothes of this designer or that designer. Even now, as a
ferinist. I am interested in fashion and I think wonen are
still interested i fashion. She can be as fashionable as she
pleases. But there's got to be something more than that. 1
mean, Eleanor Roosevelt was a giant among women. We don't
have that kind of image of Mrs Eisenhower. but that was
in the fifties when the whole country was pulling back from
the American adventure.
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Lady Bird Johuson, there was quite a woman there.
Jacqueline Kennedy, evervbody went ga-ga over her fashion
and her decorative style, but there was a mind there that
brought poetry and art to the White House. I remember
thinking at the time. if she would only stop using that
whispery voice. You wanted her to be more.

Betty Ford was a very interesting example of a woman
who started out in a very conventional way but lived up to
the demands and the expectation of women. Is there
something really going to emerge in Naney Reagan where
she senses that she could use her power on i1ssues today where
womens future is in jeopardy?

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN

f ;;he position of the Reagan Administration on women's
issues such as abortion aud the Equal Rights Amend-

ment has been sonewhat hard to determine. They have had

a house feminist in that family, but it has not really been
Naney, but the President's eldest daughter, Maureen Reagan.
This has been very carefully done. It was more ar-
ticulated in the "84 campaigu that in '80. Nancy Reagan's
role with regard to equal rights and abortion has been
relatively quiescent. Intermittently, she has given slightly
mixed signals on the subject, but she is a far ery from her
two predecessors. Betty Ford and Rosalynn Carter, who both
came out very strongly for the Equal Rights Amendment.
In that sense, if you are a feminist, if you believe in the Equal
Rights Amendment. yvou would see the Reagan Administra-
tion, and Naney Reagau in particular, as a step back.

NANCY REYNOLDS

‘/‘/;ncy Reagan was considered a very old-fashioned
anachronistic wife in the sixties in California. ]
think & lot of the feminists are now wives and mothers, anc
they may have softened a little. Nancy Reagan hasnt

changed. basically. But vou know, she’s always felt that peo
ple should do what they have to do and she would hope that

people would respect how she feels
Isn't it interesting that so many feminists today are say
ing, “Look, it’s fine if women don’t want to work and stay

home for kids™ That's okay. But it has taken the feminists—
and ' a feminist—a long time to come around to saving
there is a lot to be said for women who have no interest in
a career and who feel that their carcer is their family and
their hushands when they can financially manage to make
it that full time.

So 1 think that it has moved on the other side a little,
Naney Reagan hasn’t personally changed at all. After all,
she has two very feminist daughters and she was like all of
us with our children during the sixties. We had a lot of con-
frontations and Naney Reagan stuck by her guns about how
she felt about things 1 bet if you interview the children,
you will find that they have mellowed a great deal.

RICHARD ALLEN

'\%mld say that the President has a tendeney not to
be engaged in staff difficulties and dustups And

hers is not the opposite tendeney to get invoived, but cer-

tainly she's not reluctant to voice her views

I think she addresses the unpleasant tasks though
ultimately the decisions are his and he must take the respon-
sibitity for them.

She played no role at all in the political infighting. There
was a decided campaign to have Halg and me engage. Al
Haig and ] have analyzed this There wasn't nearly as muceh
substance to the fabled Allen-Haig battles as has met the
eve. There was a very well-orchestrated eampaign by col-
teagues in the White House to make it appear that we were
constantly embattled.

Al has a steel-spring personality, and I'm not reluctant
to engage, from time to time. on issues or even on procedures
But this was exacerbated deliberately by some individuals
in the White House. And I think the reflection of that as
it plaved in the newspaper came back to Mrs Reagan.

Obviously, she couldn't be happy about discord and
disharmony in the administration under any circumstances.
On top of that, we had an administration that was trying
to devote its exclusive attention to domestic affairs for the
first year. The Secretary of State, Al, wanted foreign policy
1ssues to get a share of attention. I share the President's
agenda in trying to keep foreign policy—national security—
not inconsequential but on a low key, on the back burner.
And that led to further misunderstandings. Naney Reagan,




I think, was influential, but it wasn’t because she came to
all of the judgments that she made by herself unassisted.
She didn’t do that unaided.

I think it was very elear at the time, while I was on a
leave of absence and the canard and innuendo that sur-
rounded my case were being investigated by the Department
of Justice—there were messages that I should resign, and
my answer was that I certainly would not resign until 1 knew
what the outcome would be. Unti] such time, 1T wouldn't
address the question of my future—until such time as 1 was
cleared, as 1 knew, inevitably, I would be cleared.

Then 1 was repeatedly cleared of these really trumped-
up innuendos and allegations 1 gather that, at one point,
she joined some colleagues in the White House apart from
those who were defending me and thought it would be best
if 1 left.

But 1 wouldn't do it. My reputation was at stake, my
family, my future, my integrity, my character. And until that
was cleared, there wasn't anything that would cause me to
leave.

I have no tangible evidence of her role except what I
would read in the newspapers. Now, Nancy Reagan was not
talking to newspapers but there were those in her circle who
were. And you couldn’t distinguish between them. This is
part of the problem in Washington, the great anonymous
source.

I maintained a cordial relationship with Naney Reagan
in the years after my departure from the White House. 1
see her from time to time, talk to her, and there isn't the
slightest hint of bitterness or anything else. 1 happen to sup-
port the President’s agenda. 1 don't support people, 1 sup-
port idcas I think she and the President know that. Perhaps
that has led to a more understanding relationship between us

MICHAEL DEAVER

‘Mne of us really realized the public security or the
media scrutiny that would be put on every little

thing we did and said. There were some nasty articles 1 don't

think it was really a lot of anti-Nancy personal press in
California. 1 don’t think there's been that here, really.
Some of those people basically disagreed with her hus-
band's philosophy. And so they might have used her to get
back at Ronald Reagan and what his policies represented.

Naney is a very direct person. She is not one who likes
to sit around and brood about an issue. She'd just as soon
get 1t on the table.

LYN NOFZIGER

% 11 the eriticism of her fixing up the living quarters
was just outrageous because, one, she didn't use

tax money, and two, the living quarters hadn't been fixed

up in years. The floors for instance, had not been done since
Harry Truman's time. To jump on her for that, for the new
dislies that were contributed by a foundation, it just seem-
ed to me that there were people out there looking to get lier.

STUART SPENCER

Lﬁ: was to a degree, insecure, and you could see it. The
media could see it, definitely. But 1 have another
theory. Ronald Reagan came in with a mandate. Ronald
Reagan was hot property. Ronald Reagan had a lot of suc-




i +£

cesses, and when you look at Washington, you look at the
svstem we have here, where you have the government and
the press and they 're in basically adversarial positions There
was no way the media could get at Ronald Reagan. He wasn't
vulnerable; he was very successful. My theory is that the
media decided that every day can’t be puff-piece day, and
a job was done on Nancy Reagan. She was more vulnerable.

She wasn't prepared for that sort of thing. She was in
a state of shock. Being governor of California ts a wonder-
ful thing, but it's the minor leagues compared to the presi-
dencey of the United States The capital press in Sacraniento
1s not the capital press in Washingtou.

RICHARD WIRTHLIN

When Naney Reagan first came into the White
House, there was a spate of stories that highlighted
her spending. Republicans, whether they're coming to the
White House in 1980 or 1972 or in the fifties are always
viewed as the party of the more wealthy and affluent.
The press took the china issue and made it symbolie—
this would be a regal presideney. They used Nancy Reagan
very miuch as that symbol. When we asked people what they

liked and disliked about Nancy. her perceived penchant for
liking expensive surroundings was much more prominent
than it is today.

The attack had a chilling effect on Naney. She tended
to retreat, to be more defensive, to be more guarded. That
provided in itself some reinforcement perhaps, at least
pereeptually, for some of the charges that were made.

But she's a tough, strong person. She was not at all happy
or satisfied with the way she was being portrayed. She
recognized that she could help both the President and a lot
of other people by taking a more active or a more public
role on some things that she'd always felt very concerned
about.

The perception that she was somewhat snobbish, that she
was aloof, that she was more interested in putting on a state
dinner than anything else, that she was pushing for expen-
sive china was much more dominant, and, I think, was clearly
a bum rap. But there were reasons. far beyond Nancy
Reagan, for those impressions to be reinforced.

Queen Naney was the image that was being portrayed.
She took the charge of being Queen Naney and said. “How
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ridhiculous”” She borrowed a page from the President's book
and used humor to defuse the charges: “I would never be
anointed. It would mess up my hair” She had the ability
and the grace under pressure, if vou will, to rise above those
kinds of charges

DONNIE RADCLIFFE

ittle things that might not have seemed so impor-

tant or monumental when he was governor, they
felt were blown out of proportion. I think there were several
things, several ways in which they got off to a bad start. One
of them, before he even became President, was a flurry over
the choice of her press secretary. Mrs Reagan also made some
unthinking remarks about having a gun at her bedside table.
There were reports that the Reagans wanted the Carters out
of the White Ilouse so that they could do the redecorating.
Whether or not any of that was true, it started them off on
the wrong foot.

The problem was that people felt that Mrs Reagan was
not concerned about what the problems of the day were, the
economic hardships of certain groups in this country. For
a lavish decorating program to be undertaken almost imme-
diately after the Reagans entered the White House seemed
so frivolous I don’t think their friends helped them very
much.

There’s a popular view that there has to be a lightning
rod for Ronald. Sorry. I know that's a popular view and 1
think it really isn’t an accurate one. I think she generated
those stories and those opinions by her own actions and her
own attitudes

Ronald Reagan did come in as an extremely popular
man. He came in to establishment Washington and im-
mediately was acceptable, something Jimmy Carter was not.
But in Nancy Reagan's case, I don’t really understand the
thinking that has her taking the flak for things that couldn't
be said about him. It just doesn't make any sense.

BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER

L%ink the eriticism of her lifestyvle is erroneous She's
always been a lady who is well dressed, has grace and

style, and she brings that to the White House. And that's
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very important. After all, we have all the other countries
in the world looking at us

LETITIA BALDRIDGE

J)‘e was the governor’s wife. I've watched people who
have been very big fishes in the small ponds that are
their home towns deal with the press There's nothing like
the White House. Everything changes Every single move-
ment vou make, every flick of an eyelash, is serutinized. It
is the classic goldfish bowl. I remember in the Kennedy years,
Mrs Kennedy used to devise every route possible to get out
of the White House grounds without being seen by the press
and the public.

SHEILA TATE

L7\%‘&15 the day ketchup was declared a vegetable for
school lunch programs that the White House china

story broke. 1 haven't thought the saume of ketchup since.

MAUREEN REAGAN

'\_7':9 always told her that if she was married to
anybody in the world but Ronald Reagan, she would
not be against the Equal Rights Amendment. Naney

Reynolds and 1 told her that years ago, back in the seven-
ties. You have to understand. Here's a woman in this par-

ticular relationship who has had all of the freedom that you
can have to make all of the choices 1 just feel that if she
had not had that kind of freedoni. perhaps she would be out
on the street matching with the rest of us

What do I say to the Betty Friedans and other feminists
who criticize? 1 suggest that they go back and read their own

books .

]
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NANCY REAGAN

@rug abuse is a very serious problem—among the
youth, among the working people. It's the most

democratic problem that I know of. It crosses all lines There

are ne social, economiie, political, or eolor lines It crosses
evervthing.

I feel very strongly about marijuana. I think it's a good
deal mmore harmful than most children realize. I've been to
Day Top Village in New York a few times which is doing
a wonderful job. All those voung people in there started on
marijuana. 1 asked them if they were for the legalization
of warijuana. Every one of them said no, which is interesting.
I didn’t really expect them to say no.

When it first started out in the sixties. this was all a
braud-new thing, and a frightening thing. Nobody knew
quite how to handle it, and they were embarrassed. They
thought their child was the only ehild on drugs And some
of them were too busy with their own lives and didn't get
imvolved with their children's lives They weren't wise enough
to notice the little tell-tale signs As we've progressed more
into the seventies and eighties we're more aware. Parents are
morc aware, more scared, as well they should be.




You can't be pessimistic about anything. You always have
to be optinuistie that you ean solve something, anything in
life. 1 think the fact that these parents’ groups have sprung
up voluntarily, all over, is a great sign that parents are get-
ting involved, are becoming more knowledgeable. They're
not only becoming more knowledgeable, but it brings their
famihies closer together. Theres been a tendeney for families
to split apart. Now they're pulling together.

The drug program can sustain itself. It hasn’t been cut
off from all funds It has funds but the most important thing
1s that parents and corporations, husiness peeple, all become
involved, all know what's happening to the people who are
working for them, or their children, and do something about
it.

Awm 1 really committed to this issuet Of course I am.
Because 1t's so dangerous. Because we do stand a chance of
losing a whole generation to drugs It's a very, very dangerous
problem we're all facing.
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It's not just our country that has this problem. On almost
every state visit at the White House 1 will have coffee with
other First Ladies and they ahvays bring up the drug pro-
blem. At first 1 thought, maybe, it was just because they
knew 1 was interested in the drug situation, but then it
became obvious that they were aware that this was happen-
ing in their own countries They wanted to know. They were
asking for advice. So that was the next logical step. If you
could catch it right at the beginning. then, maybe, you could
do a lot of good.

I hope I made them aware of the whole global aspeet
of this and gave them some suggestions and ideas We've been
at it longer than many have and I hope I was able to help.

Nobody wanted me to do it. the drug issue. 1 guess they
thought it was kind of a downer. It’s not a cheery subject.
But 1 think I've brought it to a level of awareness that wasn't
there before. 1 hope more people are aware of how bad the
drug problem is and how widespread it 1s and how dangerous
it is. | don't see as many comedians now. making jokes about
it, thank goodness It's not a funny thing. 1 see more pro-
grams on television about it. hear more people coming for-
ward and talking about what it’s done to their lives, to their
relationships. to their jobs

It's my understanding that there was no money cut.
There was money given to the states in block grants, but
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money was not eut. That's number one. Number two, I don't
believe with any problem that money is the whole answer.
Money deesn't buy love or affection or attention or involve-
ment, all those things that have to be there. Only people pro-
vide those things. and, particularly, parents

BARBARA KELLERMAN

L7t'; a volunteer work of a particular kind. It tends
to fall into categories that, for lack of a better word,
1 would describe as being of a feminine nature. They have
to do with health. They have to do with beautification. They
have to do with young children. They're the kinds of sup-

portive, nurturing. prettifving tasks and roles that have,
historically, been associated with the woman's role in this

particular culture.

Naney Reagan's interest originally was in the Foster
Grandparents’ program. It's now in drug abuse. Rosalynn
Carter, who was interested in hard policy, still made it a point
to become involved with mental health. Lady Bird Johnson
was very involved with highway beautification. Jacqueline
Kennedy redid the White House. These tend very much to
be the same kinds of roles, women's roles more than anything
else. 1t's not just a question of volunteerism.

On the issue of the relationship with and the support
of their husbands. the nature of that support really differs
enormously from First Lady to First Lady, and the nature
of that support depends on nothing as much as their rela-
tionship to the President.

First Ladies in general have not been strikingly suc-
eessful in lobbying for their causes I have to be careful when
I say that because, in many ways they have drawn atten-
tion to their causes and attention breeds success in a way
that could never happen unless they had focused their at-
tention on these particular issues

By the same token. when people look back on First
Ladies. they don't particularly associate them with their
causes any longer. Perhaps Lady Bird Johnson and her
beautification. eonservation, and wildflowers is an exception
to this My prediction is that unless Nancy Reagan becomes
much bolder in her approach to her very genuine interest
in drug abuse, and does more for it, she will not finally be
remembered for that. She will be remembered for her tie
to her husband.
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f sits there and those big eves focus on a kid and
the kid finds himself telling his whole life story to her,

i and they both sit there and cry, but when she leaves. the kid

can say, “You know, here's someone so important, and she
cares about me”” And that's the feeling they got from that.
That started building. She would go to prevention programs

where she'd learn what the problems were that they were spot-
ting in five, six-, seven-year-old kids—basically self-estecm
problems—and how they were dealing with it. And she was
taking that camera, that media spotlight, and turning it
around and focusing it on the issue, which is something she
cared about.

That's another thing 1 can't emphasize enough. Her staff
didn't want her involved in that issue. We dragged our feet.
We looked for alternative programs. We said, “This is
depressing. How will she make an impact?” So we came up
with some upbeat things things she could affiliate with, and
she’d say, *“This is nice, but drug abuse is important and 1
want to get involved in fighting it. When's our next meeting

She kept putting in back on course during that whole

with so-and-so?” 1
first vear. and the smart thing was, she recognized that if ,
|

slie was going to spend four or eight vears involved in an

1¢, 1t was going to be something she cared about.
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L7“\'&15 a serious effort on the part of her aides because
they felt that it was necessary for her to have a

significant and meaningful project. And 1 do believe that

she has had a longstanding interest in drug abuse. But 1
think it sort of grew without them realizing how suecessful
1t was going to become.

I don’t Lelieve she had her project well defined when
she first came to the White House, because she was talking
nmore about Foster Grandparents than she was about drug
abuse. By the time a year had gone by, though. it became
apparent that there had to be something w.ore startling. more
significant. for her to be involved in, and her aides realized

that 1t could well be accomplished througl a project on drug

abuse.
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MARY JANE WICK

f's always had a gresat concern about drug abuse in
the world, not just in this ®ountry. And she feels

what’s happened is a great tragedy. She has compassion for

individuals, great compassion.

Imagine how terrible it is to be older in life and feel
vou still have something to give but you have nobody to give
it to. And to be able to share that with somebody young and
also have the young person be helped at the same time. It’s
really a wonderful program that started during the time her
husband was governor of California.

She opened the eyes of people all over the world to the
drug abuse of young people, because they are the future of
our country and many lives have been ruined. I'm so proud
of her. I really am.

MICHAEL DEAVER

11 I can tell you is that I can remember coming

back here on an airplane with Nancy Reagan dur-
ing the transition period and I said, “Have you ever thought
about what you’re going to do back here!’ And she said,
“Yeah, I've always wanted to get into the whole teenage drug-
abuse problem.’ It was not a last-minute thing. It was not
an attempt to simply recoup her popularity ratings. It was
something she felt very strongly about and still feels very
strongly about. All you have to do is go to one of those
conferences.

WILLIAM F BUCKLEY

L%ink her drug effort is extremely important to
anybody who had children who grew up during the
sixties ] saw & picture of her in the New York Daily News
centerfold and the caption was, “Mrs Reagan Cheers Up
Billy Buckley O'Reilly,” a nephew of mine who was having
trouble with drugs and was in a rehabilitation place, and
she didn't even know we were related. I learned subsequent-
ly from him about the warmth of that exchange

You have to remember that California in the sixties was
the home of the drug culture You have to remember also

that her husband couldn’t speak at any college in Califor-
nia for three or four years when he was governor because
they wouldn't permit him on campus So that the hnpact of
the drug culture and all that it tends to suggest in terms
of misbehavior and civil misbehavior means a great deal to
her as a result of the phenomenon of her having been First
Lady of California during its most frenzied time.
I suppose that anything that any public figure does is
subject to the charge of public relations to improve an image.
" You can say that about Florence Nightingale, that she was
concerned about her image. You can say that the Queen of
- England has really no interest whatsoever in antiques but
feels that she ought to every now and then go to an antique
show. But the First Lady truly, deeply cares about this
preblem.
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She called me from time to time in the course of the cam-

paign and raised concerns about particular things that might
be happening around the country. She has a very good net-
work out there, and, most of the time, when she calls me,
she’s got very valid points

She was very concerned in the California campaign dur-
ing the 1984 election that the people out there were probably
not being as effective as they could have been and that
Mondale was making a very heavy effort in the state, and
she wanted to make surethat we were alert to it. We were,
but certainly, when she made her call, I went out and
rechecked everything again and made a few changes

She's a darned good, savvy politician. I certainly would
value her judgment. I think both she and the President don't
like to think of themnselves as politicians. He is someone who
sort of shies away if you say. “Politically, Mr. President, you
need to do this” But I think he has superb people instinets,
and she does, too. She happens to be a much better politi-
cian with this particular candidate because she’s lived with
him and knows his strengths and weaknesses so well. But
nevertheless, I would certainly always want her on my team.

I don’t believe she tries to get involved in the appoint-
ment process, but I think that she certainly wants to measure
people who work for her husband and wants to make sure
that their effort is a total effort.

The two of them prefer not talking ahead of the actual
election. I remember when Richard Wirthlin and I were
briefing the two of them coming across country on the Sun-
day before the election. It was very obvious that the Presi-
dent, according to the public opinion polls and all private
polls, was going to win a tremendous victory. They wouldn't
believe it. They just wanted to wait until election day. That's
always been their style. They didn’t live as close to the polls
or the numbers and what was going on around the country
as some of us in the day-to-day aspect of the campaign did.

She was not involved in the details of the campaign. She
was the person who sat there day in and day out with the
President and, basically, had to react one way or the other
to what was going on and to the charges that were being
made by the other side. She was not calling people in the
campaign getting daily or weekly updates. We tried to talk
to her every couple of weeks to let her know what was hap-
pening, and kept her pretty confident that we were doing
what was right.

I think she felt that it was very, very important, as we
started a second term, to have the very best we could get,
and there were some people who had not worked out as
effectively as was hoped when we started this administra-
tion. I think her concerns were concerns shared by many
people who advised the President. She wasn't in the
forefront. I think she had conversations with the head of

personnel here in the White House, and with Jim Baker, and
with Stu Spencer, about what it was that we needed in the
second terin.
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A1l of us feel this is the big leagues and you ought to
be able to play in this league, and if you ean't, it's just like
the National Football League or NBC News If you can't cut
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it, vou ought to be replaced.

The First Lady felt that the staff had probably over-
briefed the President for that first campaign debate. There

was ho question he wasn't as relaxed. 1 believe it was just

the faet that he hadn't been in the arena in a long time.

Mondale had fifty-three debates in the course of the primary
season before our debate. 1t'd been four years since the Presi-
dent had had any. 1 think she was very concerned that he |
perform well the second time.

Walking off the stage, he was the first one to make the
coniment that his performance in the first debate wasn't a

typical Reagan performance. She felt it was imperative that
i maybe the staff get out of the way and the President just { J:}’lj\('M
get ready for the second debate the way he was most

comfortable

| IYN NOFZIGER

L7Hink she’s played a very important role in her hus-
band’s political career. She’s a very smart woman.
She is very politically astute. I sometimes think that if there
weren't a Naney Reagan, there wouldn't be a President
Reagan or maybe even a Governor Ronald Reagan.

She has certainly been a motivating force in his life. This
' doesn’t mean she controls him. or tells him what to do, or
that he's under her influence. But it does mean that they
discuss together the direction in which he goes.

They're a very close couple. They talk things over. But
you must remember that back in the middle and early six-
ties a lot of people came to Reagan and said. Run for gover-
nor, run for the Senate, one thing or another. and he always
said no. He was happier doing what he was doing. 1 think
that if Nancy had said, “Ronnie. don't run for governor. |
den't want you to; this is the good life.” that he would prob-
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ably have made the decision not to. The fact that she was
very supportive and has been all along has been an integral
part of his campaigns, an integral part of his ambitions, if
you will. It's made all the difference in the world.

She's an adviser, a confidante. She is unafraid to tell him
what she thinks he ought to hear or what she thinks he ought
to do. Once again, it doesn't mean that he does it. It's not
a formal role and it's not a role that sees her active in the
White Ilouse as a policy person or as somebody who views
herself as part of the White House staff or the Cabinet. I
think Ronald Reagan has been very lucky to have Nancy
there.

STUART SPENCER

(ﬁ looks for loyalty to the President and to his
programs. I can't say she looks for anything else

particularly. She commands lovalty, and she feels that

anybody working for the President should be a loyal person.

She looks for talent that fills spots. When 1 came back
into the Reagan operation in 1980, it was at her behest,
basically, and the Presidents They were having problems,
politically, and she has always viewed me as a good politi-
cian, either when I was with them or against them, which
I was in 1976. So they wanted me to come back because they
felt they needed my political skills

She usually works through other people. She informs
them of what her thinking is Her great strength is the fact
that she's a conveyor of information to staff that the Presi-
dent would not convey to them. The President’s not the tvpe
of person who's going to come down in the morning and say;,
“8tu, you really screwed up” He just won't do that. But he
might say to Nancy, “Boy. you know, I think Stu really screw-
ed up on that one the other day™ Shed call me up and say,
“Speuncer, you really screwed up!” You get the message. You
could go for two or three weeks with Ronald Reagan and
not know he’s mad at vou.

We include her in a lot of the decision making in the
political process when we're in a campaigu. 1f we're having
a discussion with the President and we're, maybe, losing the
discussion, and we think it's a strong enough point that
should be made, we might enlist her help if we can. She
doesn’t always go with us Many times she thinks we're wrong.

U S
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Shes a very geod politician. She has the skilis and the
instinets of a politician and she’s tactically very. very, very

strong. He's probably stronger strategically, but tactically,
to get things done. shes very good.

He has the big picture. He understands the strategy of
how he wants to get from here to there, and maybe some
things that can happen. But she understands better how you
get from here to there.

She 1s a conservative. They're like-minded ideologically,
but she is always concerned about the fact that vou can't
govern unless you have public approval, and she recoguizes
that fact. And to keep your approval ratings up, your percep-
tions lhiave to be up. She wants him to be able to govern, to
accomplish the things that he wants to accomplish, and he’s
only going to be able to do that if his approval ratings are
good.

She didn't make life tough for me after I supported
Gerald Ford over her husband in 1976, but 1 got several
messages in the back ehannels so that I knew very well where
she stood. I don't think I saw her from that period until 1980.
I don't recall even talking to her in that period of time. 1
was the leper.
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In 1980, I didn't want to get involved in an effort like
that, with all the problems that were potentially there, unless
1 knew I had the support of the principals I think my big-
gest single problem after the '76 campaign was more with
her than it was with him. because he's more forgiving, in
a lot of ways, than she is. So I wanted to make sure that that
base was covered. I knew ler feelings were stronger than

his about what had happened in 1976.
I think he would have probably gotten elected governor

in 1966 with anybody else as his wife. He was a hot property
in California. He was a new face. They were looking for a
change and his timing was excellent. But I don't think hed
have become President of the United States without Naney
Reagan. Because of her drive, her support system, she saw
him through the good and the bad. He spent a lot of time
on the road between 1974 and 1976, looking for the nomina-
tion. And then it was grasped away from him. so to speak,
by circumstances. And then they came back. in 1980, and
she was there the whole time. Tremendcus support system.

Ronald Reagan maintains that the office seeks the man,
and that's the major disagreement that he and I have If you
want to be President, vou go get it. I mean, if you really
look at Ronald Reagan's record from 1966 on. he was run-
ning for the presidency in 1968. He went out and he went
after it. He wanted it badly.

In the last campaign, the President was at the top,
Jimmy Baker was next, and then we all fed into Jimmy and
he fed it into the President. As we were developing our ideas
and concepts, we'd feed it back to Nancy if we felt there was
a problem. Some parts of the political process like precinet
organization, phone banks, coalition building. etc., ete., she
understands. Other things she doesn't understand, but she
knows how her husband likes to operate. She knows how he
looks best, and how he’s feeling, and you just have got to
keep her plugged in.

I wouldn't emphasize the toughness I think she can be
tough. but she’s a very sweet person, too, and a very warm
person. I wouldn't want to suggest that she’s just a tough
woman. There are a lot tougher women in this process than
she is (OSSR ol S

If you ask the question, “Are you generally favorably
or unfavorably impressed with the President?”, you'll prob-
ably get numbers in the high seventies When we use
something called a feeling thermometer, which is a very dif-
ferent rating. the President’s ratings have been quite close
to Naney's

I think the extent to which Nancy Reagan brings a
dimension of concern about important issues to the forefront,
1ssues that are widely supported by a large number of
Americans to that extent, it does help the President. There's
not doubt in my mind that Nancy Reagan is a strong political
asset to the President of the United States

1 don't think there was a lot of concern inside the White
House that Nancy was becoming a political problem. But
1 do recall having conversations with some of the political
pros outside of the White House at that time. They said
Naney Reagan could never be a major help to the presidency,
and therefore she should simply keep a low profile. If that
counsel had been followed, I think it would have been a
disaster both for her and for the President. I'm of course
personally pleased that she pursued very different and much

As I said earlier, Nancy has very good political instinets
In the latter part of '83 and the first part of '84, Nancy
reviewed with me at length how she viewed the potential
Democratic contenders, and gave me as good and as clear
and as helpful an analysis of Mondale and Glenn and Hart
as any of the so-called political pros In fact, her judgments
and her instinets in some ways were even more closely at-
tuned to what the realities turned out to be than some of
those who are paid for their political judgement.
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In October of '83, she felt that Glenn simply would not
get the nomination, and she saw the Hart phenomenon of
that Junuary before the New Hampshire primary, when he

really did emerge. She tagged Hart as someone who could

give Mondale a run for his money. She felt that Mondale
would likely be the opponent. She believed his biggest
vulnerability was his tendeney, his penchant to attack, and
do it in a way that would alienate rather than gain support.
She was right on target on that particular judgment.

She's an excellent pol, especially when it involves mak-
ing judgments about people’s assets and liabilities She’s able
to size up political motivations rather quickly. She’s been in-
volved, though very much in the background, in politics for
eighteen, nineteen years, and she’s learned a great deal in
that period.

Nancy Reagan is a realist and she’s also very willing to
make some tough decisions on personnel. I think I realized
that for the first time when there was a change in the 1980
campaign staff. Nancy Reagan felt very strongly that a
change should be made. She’s willing to make and suggest
some tough decisions

I talk to her quite frequently. In a number of those
discussions, we review the things that I know she's interested
in. She's interested in the President’s job rating, the mood
of the country. She’s also interested in how her rating is doing.

She has a good deal of sensitivity about communicating
messages. The President is 1dentified as the great com-
municator. Well, Naney Reagan has an awfully good sense
as to what kinds of messages can be communicated clearly
and which cannot. I think she recognizes correctly the im-
portance of leadership. not only as an end in itself, but the
importance of having someone who is viewed as a strong
leader to open up other options that wouldn't be there to
a person who is viewed as less consistent and less strong. She
views politics again correctly. as a personalized activity—
that is, people judging people and whether or not they trust
an individual, whether or not they believe that individual
is sincere. These are things she ranks relatively high.

Whether or not to run for a second term was an open
question for Naney until quite late. ] think she was finally
persuaded by November or December of 1983. She was still
very open on whether the President should run and how she
felt about that until sixty days before he announced. From
what I know, they sat down, reviewed it together, looked at
the pluses and the minuses the challenges that would come

from running for a second term. By November, by December,
Nancy had pretty well decided that, given the President’s
feelings. she would support his running for a second term.

PRESIDENT REAGAN

Mther one of us ever really set out to do what we
find ourselves doing. When the group, in 1965,
after the '64 election when I had supported the candidacy
of Barry Goldwater, I had always thought that my contribu-
tion could be that, being a performer and thus well known
and maybe able to attract an audience, I could support peo-
ple and causes I believed in. Never did I ever think that I
would want to hold public office. And this group came after
the party had been so torn apart in the dissension of that
campaign. California was split and they said that maybe we
could have a hand in bringing it together. They kept
emphasizing that I could win.
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Our first reaction was, yvou know, “Don't talk foolishness
Go find a candidate and I'll be very happy to do everything
I ¢an to help him. But, no, that's not for us That’s not our
way of life”

Well, they kept on and on until we couldn’t sleep. It
seemed to be such a total change of our entire life that finally
I said, “What if thev're right?” and “What if this is
something and we wouldn’t be able to live with ourselves if
we keep on saying not”

So the deal I made then, with perfect confidence that
it would not result in my running for office, was, “All right,
vou set it up so that 1 can accept all the speaking
engagements here in California, not just political, chambers
of commerce, things of that kind, and let me do it for the
next six months. I'll come back and tell you before the six
months is over, whether you're right, that I should be a can-
didate, or whether there's somebody else. And I'll continue
doing what I've been doing in the past”

And they did that, and 1 did my best out there. People
would come up after a speech and say, “You ought to do this”
and I'd say, “No,” and I'd start talking to someone else. |
finally eame home one night and said. “They're right. I think
I do have the best chance of winning”

We almost decided between ourselves that, when I finally
gave in and said yes I would do it with the idea in mind
that it was only for the election. that when the election was
over 1 could go back to doing what I was doing.

Sometime after I'd beconie governor, and we were sitting
in the living room, all of a sudden it came to both of us that
what we were doing made everything else we'd ever done seem
dull as dishwater—that was the expression she used. And
it was true. I had never anticipated sacrificing something
I loved doing for something that was really going to be a
chore. But instead of just talking about the problems from
the outside. to actually deal with them and to have a hand
in solving them—well, one man who was a governor back
when I was a performer had said to me about his job that
sometimes he went home feeling ten feet tall. We both felt
that way about it.

| e

NANCY REAGAN

'\%xnember everything about it, everything. I'd gone
out to lunch and for some reason, which I still don't
understand—we'd almost finished lunch—1I said, “I think I'd
better get back to the White House," and I got up and left.

I came home and 1 was upstairs and a Secret Service
man came up and said, “1'd like to see you’ I went down
the hall and he said, “Theres been a shooting but your hus-
band’s all right” Well. I was halfway down the elevator and
I said. “I want to..” and he said, “No, it’s all right. He's
all night. They'll be bringing him back here. He's all right”
I said. “I want to go" and we started out. We got there and

they were waiting for me in the hospital to tell me that he
had been hit.

I can remember the sound in the hospital. I can remem-
ber the confusion. the voices, the people running back and
forth. the police telling people to get away.

I can remember being put into a little room—I think
mayhe three people could've gotten into it—where I still
would be if Paul Laxalt hadn't come along and said, “Don't
vou think we eould put Mrs. Reagan in another room?” I
remember wanting to see my husband and being told 1
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couldn't, and then finally secing him and the wonderful
humor and strength that came through when he looked up
and said, “Honey, 1 forgot to duck” T remember everything,
going into the operating room, the smells, everything.

I don’t think that's something that goes away. You both
have your own separate traumas. I'mi sure he has his but
1 have mine.

You learn to live with that. You have to. You know that
evervthing’s being done that can possibly be done, but, you
know, everything's gotten so muech worse all over the world.

I was pretty beaten down. Then, my father was ill. 1 lost
weight. 1 knew all the rumors going around saving I was

ill, and I couldn’t tell them really why 1 was losing weight.
As I look back on it. I think 1 was in a state of shock
much longer than 1 realized. My husband, I think, under-

stood it more than I did. He was the one who suggested that

I go to England for the Prince of Wales' wedding because
he felt that if 1 got away and went to a royal wedding—and
when am I going to get a royal wedding againi—it would
be good for me. But it was his idea.

It's something that you don't forget. 1 thought, maybe,
it would fade a little, but it doesn't. Every time he leaves
thie house, particularly to go on a trip, I think m) heart stops
till e gets back.

I really didn't worry before. You know that that's a
possibility and so on, but you never think it's going to hap-
pen to you, and when it does, it’s a shock that stays with
vou. If the President worries about it, he doesn’t tell me.
Some things are just too painful to talk about, aren’t they?
Life is always peaks and valleys, and that was certainly a
valley.

Did it give me more a sense of mortality? Oh yes You
rearrange vour priorities very quickly.

When anyone asks me about the security and Secret Ser-
vice and doesn't it bother me and so on, I say not at all. I'm
very happy to have them. If it weren't for them, I wouldn't
have a husband.

PRESIDENT REAGAN

L%iuk that it took her longer to heal than it did me,
and I can understand that. I was confident that I
was going to be all right and all, but I'm sure it would be
harder for me to have to stand by and see someone else and
have the worry that goes with it.

Just picture the difference. All right, it's happened to
me and I'm there and I know, and I'm going to the hospital
and so forth, but the shock to someone at home on what's
& normal. routine day, and someone walking in and saying
what has happened—that's got to be a lot worse than it is
for the person it happened to.

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY

1e assassination attempt was so tough on her that
I think she sincerely regretted that hed run for
President. And it wasduring that period when at least I
had the impression that she was very cool at the prospect
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of his running again. Gradually, that fear was overcome. And
theu. of course, when he decided that he wanted to run again,
that became Jdominant in her own thinking.

She didn't want to risk her husband’s life unnecessarily.
And she thought that perhaps that was being done. That
was during the height of her apprehension that, well, he came
very close to dying, as we all know. She knew it all along.
Her reaction to it was totally protective. Why should he run
that risk?

—

MICHAEL DEAVER

(_%vas a tough time. We had a lot of conversations both
in person and on the phone trying to keep her up.

But she's a strong-willed lady and I think that whole ex-

perience, as it did all of us strengthened her.

[t was tough. Her life is Ronald Reagan, and she came
very close to losing him. And then she had her father's death
a little bit later. But this could have been the big loss of her
life. T can remember myself—and her feelings would have
been a hundredfold what mine were—going home and say-
ing to my wife after ten days, after seeing the President ten
days after he was shot, I said, “Carolyn, I'll never be the
same.” If I felt that way, my God, what did Naney Reagan
feel? I kuew she couldn't sleep. I knew she wasn't eating. [
talked to the doetors about it and I said, “You really have
got to get in there because she doesn't look well”” And her
friends were all coniing around, bringing her candy and
cookies and trying to give her encouragement and get her
to fatten up a little bit.

MAUREEN REAGAN

W had lived for years with the knowledge that some-
thing like that could happen, but you're never

prepared for it. She was not prepared for it. Nor was she

prepared for the fact that—despite his humor and his elimb-
ing out of it—he was very seriously injured, much more
seriously than anybody knew at that time. I was there a week
after the assassination attempt, and I can tell you it was
pretty bad. She sat there, in that hospital, all day long. Every
two hours, they would go in and they would physically pound
on his back to try to get the lungs to release this fluid that
was building up. You could hear this. It was like somebody
slapping a side of beef. She just sat thre and would say,
“That’s your father they're doing that to” She sat there all
Jday long with that, day after day after day. That has to take
a toll on anybody, much more than [ think any of us real-
ized, much less anybody in the publiec.
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NANCY REAGAN

L7tl;ink I've been a good mother. Many times discipline
1s left to the mother because fathers are busy. Cer-

tainly, we had a father who was busy. So Mother ended up

being the disciplinarian, which is not always a happy role.
Our children were growing up in the sixties. which was a
terrible time to try to raise children, for children and for
parents both.

I believed in diseipline. I .did not believe in being per-
missive or that, if they wanted to color the walls with erayons,
it was okay. But 1 hope they always knew that I was there
if there was a serious problem.

Ron didn't plan on getting married the way he did. He
and Doria got to the marriage bureau and there was all this
press there. They didn't expect that. So they thought, rather

than having to go through this twice, we'll do it. And as soon
as they did it, they called us to tell us and explain to us.
It's a Little misleading. the way it’s beenu reported.

Patti was in Paris and they got the engagement ring.
As soon as they got back here, they called, and we had a
very nice wedding and they're very happy.

Asfaras Michacl is concerned, every Tanily has periods
of misunderstandings or difficulties or whatever you want
to call then. They solve them. The main thing is that you
try to solve them. and hopefully you do. But you're Jucky
if you have a private Jife and you cau do it privately rather
than in the papers

I don't believe in talking about family in public.
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All I said about Michael was the one senteuce about try--

ing to settle a problem and I never said anything more.
Again, that was blown up inte such a big thing. Every family
lias their problems at one time or another. No family ean
wo through life without problems from time to time. We're
all human beings

[ certainty would have tried to stop it if one of my
children had gotten involved in driaes T wouldn't have sat
baek and said, “Well, this is just a phase they're going
through, and they'll come out of it, and somebody else will
take care of it [ never would have done that. [ might have
Fatled, but at least I would have teied. T don't think some
parents try enough.

[ think they (the childrent probably smoked marijuana
at one time or another but they didn't smoke it and smoke
it and smoke it. I understand it. It's like having the first
cigarette, But it's a good deal more havmful, very harmful.

Do I worry about what the loss of privaey will do to my
children? Yes Although they're older now and it should be
a little bit better for them. It's very difficult for the children

of people in publie life, certainly this kind of publie life.
It’s very hard.

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN

think one of the interesting things to look at when
vou're looking at a First Lady is the really enormous
inerease in importance of the President’s family sinee about
1960, There are very powerful, systemie reasons for that,
why the President’s family—uot just the First Lady but
parents of the President, children of the President, siblings

RO




of the President. all of them—can play very powerful
political roles. It's really interesting to look at the entire
family dynamie.

It’s also very interesting to come to understand the
reasems for this inereased role of the presidential family, and
those reasons are really very simple and very obvious, for
example, the impact of television. Suddenly, families are
known quantities in & way they could never have been before.
The decline of the political party, the decline of the impor-
tance of the party in the presidential process, means that
presidents don't have a whaole cadre of party cronies to rely
en any longer. So who do they rely on? Friends and family.

The inercased importance and frequency of the
primaries. the demands of the primary system, mean that
the President has to blanket this country with his presence.
Very often. he draws on his family members to do some of
the campaigning for him. Their wives. to be sure, but also
children and siblings aud parents.

You only have to look at the Carter campaign in '76 and
even 79 to understand how Carter depended on his family
to become known in this country. He was an unknown quan-
tity in '75. By '76, he was well known—and a good part, the
lion's share. of the credit for that goes to the various members
of his family.

Finally. there's the changing culture. When Harry
Truman was President. which is not all that long ago, he

considered it unseenily for women to participate in political
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life, and told his wife and daughter so. The changes in
culture, not only political culture but social culture, make
it positively appropriate and desirable that women of all ages
should play political roles.

The Reagan family, despite their early efforts to give
a contrary impression, are in fact a very atyvpical family,
and the main way in which they're atypical is the lack of
closeness. or the apparent lack of closeness by conventional
standards, between the parents and the children.

Some of the reasons for this are obvious Two of the four
children are from another marriage. But it's interesting to
note that even the two children that Nancy and Ronald
Reagan share, that they've had together, are relatively dis-
tant from the White House. I don’t mean to suggest they're
estranged from the White House. But I think families in
general tend to stay in closer touch than the Reagans do with
their own children.

Certainly the past White House patterns have had grown
children far more active in and supportive of their parents,
political lives than the two offspring of Nancy and Ronald
Reagan.

DOUG WICK

think she is a very good mother. She's in the intoler-
able situation of having every yawn or wink examin-
ed under a microscope. I've certainly had my ups and downs
with my family, but if I had to read about them every other
day. I think it would be pretty disconcerting.
It has to be very painful to have people eriticize you as
a mother. I think her kids are crazy about her, though they've
had their ups and downs like any American family.

C.Z. WICK

think what yvou have is a very caring. supportive
individual. When Ron decided to go into dance, the
tabloids were reporting “Pareuts Upset Over Irresponsible
Decision,” or something like that. In fact, what happened
was that they were very supportive and very interested in
his career desire and, basically, they only said. “Well, we

hepe vou love this and we know you'll be as good at it as
vou can be” That's pretty much continued to be the case.

All the kids eall when they need some solid advice, and
I think that family holidays are important to the family,
too. A sense of humor is another one of the characteristics
of her relatiouship with all of her kids

I think that all the kids in the Reagan family are very
independent. They're individuals, and any time vou have
a roomful of adults all strong individuals, like any family,
there are going to Le differences of opinion.

Ron and his mother are good friends. They enjoy each
others company. The friendship has gone way bevond mother
and son and the attendant duties of being a son or being
a mom. They're both well-read. bright individuals. who have
a terrific sense of humor and enjoy being with each other.
They have fun together.

She is a very private person. An average family who's
not in the public eye. a family that has strong individuals
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to ehureh every Sunday” Because he worries about being

in the presence of people. He comes and he visits Ashley
and visits Cameron and spends the kind time with them he
would like to everyday. Then their faces get all over televi-
sion and everybody knows what they look like. And he wants
to keep them in the background as much as possible. He
doesn’'t want to endanger them.

He calls them on the phone and talks to Cameron.
Ashley’s now starting to talk a little bit on the phone. From
one side, vou really understand it, and from the other. belng
a fathier, being a parent, vou say, “Gee. I wish he could spend
some time” Once were able to sit down and take that three-
thousand-mile gap and elose it down to two chairs talking
tu each other, were able to solve that.

But basically he just feels he doesn't want to put them
in the risky situation of having everybody knowing what
they look like. It's pretty hard for the President of the United
States to have a quiet time with his grandkids

He'll be able to spend that time when he gets out of of-
fice. When he comes out here, he's got Patti. he's got Ron to
sec. he's got Maureen to see. There are a lot of people for
him to see whenever he can get to California. Se the times
that he does see them. he wants to make quality time. He
asked one time, “Should 1 come over to your house?” 1 said,

AN ]
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“By the time your motoreade pulled up. they wouldn’t want
me to live there any more”

Is evervthing solved between Naney and me? We all toved
each other before we even walked into the meeting we had,
and T think 1t's easy to solve any problem you might have
if you walk into o meeting knowing that you love each ather,
and we all doo When we had some misunderstandugs: we
closed the gap of distanee, and, onee we did that, everythimg
was really solved.

I lived with them for a eouple of years and we woere vhose
We used to go out to the ranch and things of that nature
She and Dad used to ecome up and visit me when 1 w8
boy in sehool. For a time there, there wasn't Patti or Honmniie,
just Maureen and me. There's a real closeness there Then
Patti and Ronnie were kids Naney had to give her tine 10
them which is the thing she should have been doing There
was @ closensss. When 1 was a kid. 1 loved to have my bnek
rubibed. T used to sit on her lap and would have her seriteh
my back.
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Idon't know any women or men who have been through
a divoree who like to have their first spouses thrown up at
them on a constant basis People magazine showed how much
money evervbody made. They had Dad in one corner and
Jane Wyman in the other. My mom doesn't like that any more
than Naney likes it or Dad likes it. And it gets thrown up
because it'H sell an article or sell a newspaper or sell a
magazine. And. jeez, that happened some thirty odd vears
ago. People don't like spouses brought up after a thirty-vear
period. You get a little bit tired of it. I don't think it's
Jealousy as much as you just get tired of always Learing it.
It's ancient history.

MAUREEN REAGAN

k% very comfortable that she's there. When I had the
flu very badly, just before the inaugural, she was

calling the doctor three times a day te be sure that I was

going to be all right for the festivities I was invited to go
to a party on Sunday afternoon, and so, when they came
back from Camp David, 1 said I was going out to this party.
She said. ““Well, you can’t go to that party. You're sick." 1
said. “No, no. no. I'm mueh better, really I am” And there
I am, forty-four years old, standing in the hall of the White
House, hollering, “Mom. all my friends are going to be there,
1 hare to go'™

She called and told them I could only stay for an hour.
I wanted to die. absolutely wanted to die. I said, “What are
vou. an Irish mother?” And she said, “Yeah, that's what 1
am, but you're going to get well”

I had two role models when 1 was growing up: Jane
Wyman, who chose to be a motion-picture star; Nancy
Reagan, who chose to be a professional homemaker. They
both made their choices. So when 1 got to be nineteen years
old. I knew that 1 could be anything in the world I wanted
to be. as long as I was willing to work at it. and I could make
the choice of what I wanted to be because those women had
done it.

I went to boarding school at the age of seven. 1 went
because, at that time, living in the town in which we lved,
my parents felt that it was much healthier for us to live in
a stable environment than to be in the Hollywood scene.

I can't disagree with that looking back now, but as a child
in boarding school, it's a little tough to understand because

vou think you're missing something and, of course, you are
missing being at home. Okay. Because of that, all of my
growing-up vears were spent in a different kind of environ-

ment than thex would have been if 1 had lived at home. So
its all part of what I know and who 1 am and how 1 feel
about things If you ask me, did 1 miss something. I missed
a lot of things 1 missed watching television when it was a
little tiny sereen because we didn't have it where 1 went to
school. There were a lot of things that 1 missed. but am 1
unhappy about them? No. Would I do it differently? I don't
know. I only know what 1 had and what 1 did. and T did
the best 1 could.

We're a family. 1 don't know how close other families are.
I only know about us For yvears. I lived in the East and 1
didn't see anybody. It wasn't because they didn't care about
me or anything. but I wasn't here. 1f everybody got together
here at Christmas and 1 wasn't there, it wasn't their fault.
It wasn't my fault. It was just the way it was. 1 still felt
that they were my family and I still felt that we were close.
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RON REAGAN

Jl’x:'s been a very concerned mothier. She's always taken
an interest in her children, what they're doing. how

they're doing, and wants a close relationship with them. She

scems to understand me. You'll have to ask her other ehildren
how she's been with them,

I think she found it hard to understand rebellion in
childven. After all, she grew up in a broken home, and
wanted so mueh for her mother to conme back frow the road
and playing the theaters and stuff, and wanted so much to
have a father in the house. Well, we didn't come from a broken
home. At least, I didn't, Patti didn't. So we didn't have that
kind of burning desire for that sort of security and that kind
of family life, like a lot of other kids Must kids go through
a phase where you say, “Chuck it I'ni geing te go out and
do whatever I want to do,” and 1 think she found that hard
to understand, a little hard to take. But I think shgs

over it.




Was she mad at me about going off and getting mar-
ried in New York? For a little while, 1 guess She didn’t have
the wedding that she would have liked. She'd have loved to

have flowers and white dresses and all that, and we just went
down to the courthouse.

What happened was that we we're going to go down there,
and we got our license at the courthouse. and suddenly it
occurred to us that in New York you have to wait between
the license and the marriage in case you change your mind
or something, We also realized that if we waited the two days
the press'd be all over us, so we convinced the judge to waive
the waiting period and just marry us on the spot.

If none of us children had ever come along. I'm sure
they'd have been just fine together. But now that we're liere.
she needs us too. She needs that larger family. She needed
her parents as well, and still needs her mother. In some ways,
she still does

.’
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NANCY REAGAN

ﬂ' father was the first neurosurgeon in Chicago.
He hated his nanie. Loyal, just hated it. Evidently

s mother was reading a book or had scen the name Loval,
which she liked. But it was a name that was very fitting,
one just right for him.
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He was, as a voung hoy, very brigh:. He got out of col-

lege early. He got into medieal schoel early and became a
doctor at a very yvoung age. He was brilliant. and his con-
tributions to medicine are historie, reclly

I think he helped set everything in place for me. He was
a man of tremendous principle. If you told him the truth,
he would do anything for you, anvthing. He was professor
of surgery at Northwestern and his stud=nts would say what
a tough teacher he was. And he was fortunately. If T had
somuebody operating on my brain, I'd want them to be taught
by & tough teacher. I'd want them to keow what they're do-
ing. But he was only tough for their ow:. good. to make them
really good.

He would leave little notes under ny door. Sometimes
he'd leave me little poems, and 1 rememrber one time we had
a disagreement about something. I doz’t remember what 1t
was about. e left me a durling hittle note under the door
the next morning.

He was a diseiplinarian. He expeci=d a lot of you, and
that was a wonderful thing. You'd fina yourself wanting to
do more to please him, and that was why he was a good
teacher. He would make vou rise to heights you didn't know

vou cculd reach. But he was very fair. Always fair 1f he

said no. then he would always explain why he said no It
would be hard for his students to understand. but
underneath all of that strictness, he was a soft touch.

Wags it hard for him to transmit emotions? Not with me.
Not with my mother.

Aot of my values and a lot of my beliefs. mueh of what
I think is impertant in life, 1 got from him. Integrity. The
value of integrity. The value of doing the best job, You can

no matter what the situation is, no matter what is presented

:f/ad_{ b fd

N
1
|

e

b




to you. no matter where life takes you. The principle of
always being fair, always being honest, always being truthful.
He was just a marvelous man, and one of the hardest times
I had that first year in the White House was his being sick.

I miss him very much, very much. Even now. I remember
a letter from a couple whose child was sick and he drove
to their home to take care of the little girl. She had a tumor.
He saved her life and then, a little bit later, she becanie sick
again. He went back and operated on her again. After the
first time—and they sent me a photostat copy of this—he
drew them a diagram of what was wrong. and then he said
to them, “I hope you'll understand that 1 have to send you
a bill. 1 don't want to send you a bill” They didn’t have much
money. “But I have other people to consider here”” And 1
think he sent them a bill for a hundred dollars—something
like that. I think he operated on her three times eventually,
and he always kept in touch with them.
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He was dying and the first year in Washington was not
a great year and this was one of the major reasons why it
wasn't a great year. He was dving and I would talk to him
on the phone every night. But then. when it got to the end,
I went to Phoenix and took him to the hospital. And my
mother, we told my mother he was going to have some tests
And I stayed there and he died around nine PM. I've never
seent anybody die before and certainly never anybody I loved.
After that I was afraid that wy mother would hear it on
television or the radio. and 1 didu't want that to happen.
So I'had to leave the hospital and go to my mother and tell
her that he was gone.

I speak to her every night. From the White House or
wherever.

The time passes so guickly, and your time with vour
parents passes so quickly. When vou get right down to it,
theyre the ones who are going to put their hands in the fire
for vou. They're the ones who are going to stand up for you.
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NANCY REYNOLDS

ﬁink one of the lowest points [ have ever seen Naney
Reagan was when the President was shot. That'sin a

vlass by itself. Nothing can describe that. But she was very

strong Jduring that period, too. And very upbeat trying to
nurture others who were so upset.

It was when her father died that I saw her at the lowest
period I've ever known. I think she felt the loss more keenly
than she ever believed she would, even though he had been
quite ill. She spent those last days with hin. She was down
in the Jumps, as any of us would be. She certainly wasn't
sating very well. I think the President was deeply eoncerned
about her. And then we all were when he was But, of course,
time «does heal, and her mother is still needing her care and
love. The loss certainly affected her greatly. He was a tremen-
Jdous influence in her life. A wonderful man.

A~

Mrs Davis is in a class by herself. What a privilege it’s
been for many of us to have known her. She is held in high
regard and affection wherever we travel. [t was astonishing
how, wherever we would travel in the United States, some
cab driver or some bell boy in a hotel or a manager in a motel
would come up and say, ** Mrs Reagan. [ knew your mother
once. She was so kind to me.” They always had a story about
something Mrs. Davis had done for them. And we all knew
that to be true, but it was astonishing the influence she had
on people of all kinds, all over the United States.

MARY JANE WICK

L72\'33 very, very difficult. She was very close to her
father. She loved him very much. It's very tough to say
goodby to somebody you love very much and who has been

a very important part of your life. It was truly difficult for
her. She'll have beautiful memories, but it was difficult. Very.
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MICHAEL DEAVER

he calls me whenever she wants to. It depends on
what's going on that day. You're talking about a rela-
tionship that's now nineteen years old, and Nancy Reagan’s
a best friend to me. There isn't anything we haven't talked
about over the years. I look at Nancy and me as a team. We
are friends I've never looked at it in terms of people listening
to me beecause I'm Naney's buddy. I've never thought about
it that way. I think she's very supportive and very happy
with the new team. She's very fond of Don Regan, and thinks
he's doing a good job. They have a very good relatiouship,
the Regans and the Reagans
[ was at the White House during the roeky start, and
[ was here during the good years, too. She doesn’t know a
lot of this new team, so I'm sure, being the worrier that she
18, she probably thinks about that. But [ don't intend just
to walk away fromm the White House, either. I've got a lot
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invested here with these two people, and ['m going to be
- - — ———— helping them.

SHEILA TATE

~
) ' o - cd (-71;}»:4311 working for her. She's the first woman 1 ever
! worked for, though I don't think that dawned on me

until several years into it. She's very detail-oriented, and
because I am also detail-oriented, I found it easy and en-
Joyable to work for her because she knew what she wanted.

2 lj}h;-_l You learn to antieipate her needs and what she would want.
l I found it a very productive place to work.

To some degree, she is a worrier. She admits that. But
she doesn't worry unnecessarily. If she's been provided with
all the information about an event, she's not going to worry
about it. But if there are holes in it and she sees there are
holes, then she’ll worry. She'll eall you and say, “What's go-
ing on at this event? Who's on the daist Who will I be sit-
ting with? Are their remarks available in advanece? When
do I get there? Wlien do I leave!?* She wants to know that
sort of things, and I think that's smart. [ found that that
was a plus. Now, if you weren’t used to that, maybe it would
be hard on you. But [ think her staff enjoyed that about her.

[ always enjoy being in her company. she had unique
observations She was funny. You felt a little proteetive of
lier. She has that vulnerable quality, and yet vou know she's
a very secure, well-defined person in her own mind with
regard to what she does and how she does it. And yet you
get the feeling that she's this tiny little person who needs
to be protected. She is complicated, and that makes her very
interesting.

NANCY REYNOLDS

L%:ink she expects the same of you that she expects
of herself, her husband, and anyone who's around

her. That's not an unreasonable demand, in my book. She

always is willing to listen if you give her good reasous why
a suggestion must be made. One of the joys of working for
both the Reagans was that they never equated disagreement
with disloyalty. So we often disagreed on many issues and
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‘' decret aAgent 007" was sort of an ongoing joke between all
of us. And looking for that special kind of nickname that
characterized a special relationship, “Double O Seven” sort
of stuck, and that’s pretty much what 1 call her.

My folks were looking for a house-warming gift when
the Reagans moved to the White House. There's plenty of
silver there and plenty of the things you would get a newly-
wed couple, and somehow the thought of Camp David and
all those great trails they have up there came to mind, so
my folks got them a bicycle built for two, figuring that a
spin around the property up there would be great. They had
it delivered to the White House, and Ron and I decided when
we were visiting to take her out and give her a spin. She
put on her jeans and we went out on the driveway by the
South Lawn and took a few turns.

One of the earliest memories I have of her as a friend
was when I was seven years old and playing the genie in
some school play—that’s a big deal when you're seven. It
would probably still be a big deal if I were still doing it.
She was the first person backstage to say, “Boy, was that

great” You really knew she was listening and watching. She
was always there. When we were living in Los Angeles and
she was in Sacramento, there was always that call: “Heard
about so-and-so, and boy, was that great” She’s someone who's
there for you.

The Reagans were in Sacramento and I was delivering
something to the house. I didn’t know if she was going to
be there. I hadn’t seen her in a while and, in those days, had
hair down to my shoulders and a beard and walked in in
a work shirt or something. Sure enough, she was there. I said,
‘Jeez, I wish 1'd cleaned up a little bit,” and it was like old
times I think there were a couple of aides around and it
was as If I'd seen her yesterday. There was no hesitation about
my appearance.

She’s always asking me when I'm going to bring some
nice girl over to meet her. I've told her I wasn't ready yet,
and that if it happens or when'it happens, my parents have
a used brick patio that would need a little cleaning up before
the wedding. She'll say, “I'll serub it for you, and I won'’t
forget” So the joke is that I have this old pair of knee pants
at home and she will say, when I tell her about someone I've
met, “Is it timme to take the knee pants out yet?”

DOUG WICK

Lﬁ:’s a very good friend. She's one of those people who
values her friends, and makes an effort to keep and to

build the friendships -She’s ssmeone who, if you're going
through a troubling period, you know you're going to get
a phone call from, and she'll try to be construetive. And she's
consistent. No matter what’s going on in Washington, she’s
still making an effort to stay in touch.

She's very good with advice. I was going through a kind
of romantic crisis and the Reagans were over at my parents’
house for Christmas I was getting a little obsessive about
this problem I had with my girlfriend, and I spent two or
three hours talking with her in a;corner. You never would
have known 1 was 'slowing thingsi down. It turned out I'd
kept dinner an hour late, but she’s someone who listens and
responds, and then calls you two weeks later and tells you
sou'd better get off your duff.

She's one of the great lunch dates in America, and I think
if everyone in America got to have lunch with her, she'd be
one of the most popular woman in the country. She listens,
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she’s smart, she’s got a good sense of humor. I have a lot of
show-business friends who have gone to Washington and, no
matter what their polities were, if they happened to spend
time with her, they always came away with great reports
because they found her engaging and smart, and whatever
preconceptions they had were always changed.

I think she's certainly at her best one-on-one because she
relates that way. She relates directly to you, person to person.
In groups, she’s not someone who thrives on being the center
of attention.

MARY JANE WICK

e first time we met each other, our children went to

nursery school together. It was a small school and the
parents would get involved. As a matter of fact, she and her
cousin manned the hot dog booth during the school fairs.
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We had our interests children and families, friends,
being involved in the community together. She has a really
marvelous sense of humor. She's very funny.

We were involved with the Colleagues together. The Col-
leagues started out as a home for unwed mothers Then it
later became a home for abused children and affiliated with
the Children's Hospital in Los Angeles We have a large sale
each year in Santa Monica—used clothing, all kinds of used
carpeting, furniture, antiques, furs People come from all
over the country to buy or sell.

Nancy has many friends all over the country. She's a
wonderful friend. They were all involved in different ac-
tivities in Los Angeles. Most of the people who are friends
of both of ours are people in.community activities. Most of
her friends were very supportive during her husband's
campaigns

She’s a friend of mine. I see all the positive things she
has done when she was the wife of the governor of Califor-
nia and when she was his wife before he was governor. She's
still a very good person who's done so much for so many peo-
ple and so many causes. She cares.

BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER

ﬁrst met Mrs. Reagan about thirty years ago, and
I met Ronald Reagan when I walked on the set of a
film at Warner Brothers called A ngels Wash Their Faces,
and he was the male lead and Ann Sheridan was the female
lead. I was one of the Dead-End kids.

Our circle of California friends formed over a period

of years I think we all came together in the early sixties
when we felt California needed a leader. A lot of the
gentlemen, Earl Jorgenson, Dale Wilson, William French
Smith, Justin Dart. Holmes Tuttle, and my husband, tried
to talk Ronald Reagan into running for governor. And after
that, the friendship was cemented. We enjoyed being
together. We enjoyed doing the same things. And, of conrse,
we were all of the same political persuasion.

Naney Reagan is probably one of the most loyal friends
a person could have. She has deep sympathy and empathy,
and shes very loyal to her old friends as well as her new
friends I think Nancy is a very special human being.
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PRESIDENT REAGAN

f ;;;e house was built in 1872. It was adobe, plaster-
covered, kind of a not too pretty brown. There was

a screened porch, with green plastic sheets around the bLot-

tom, and an aluminum corrugated ceiling that went across
Just above your head. We had a contractor come in. We
wanted it enclosed and stuccoed so it would mateh the plaster.
This is the only thing that we didn't do, that we had profes-
sional help for.

We'd get a fire going and wed lean tiles against the screen
to soften them up. They'd get very rubbery and we'd grab
those and put them on the floor—feed them in while we put
fresh ones up there to soften up. This was easier than the
rest of the house because, built a hundred years ago, | guess
they didn't have good square measures and things. There
wasn't a square corner in the rest of the liouse. So when it
came to tiling, we had to figure out a way to lay the bulk
of the tile and then, around the edge, cut the tile to fit the
different widths that were left.

PARS TR
[}

This ranch really casts a spell. You sit out there, look-
ing at that view. With our first ranch, Mulholland ran right
through it about two hundred and fifty feet from the house.
Here, yvou turn in the gate—it's just a road for a few ran-
ches that are off this road up here—and once you're inside,
there's so sense of traffie of the outside world at all.

Nancy said the proper line one day. I've used it, ['ve
stolen it from her a million times since. “Presidents don't
get vacations You just get a change of scenery” Now [ spend
much of the morning before we ride on the phone making
calls, and there is the usual paperwork that comes in several
times a day. The job goes with vou. You're not taking time
off. You're not really escaping anything.

But the main thing is. we aren't here that often. Think
back on other presidents: Ike and Augusta; President Nixon
with the Western White House plus the place in Key Bis-
cayne, Florula; John F. Kennedy with Hyannisport and the
farm in Virginia.










She was not a trend setter, either, for that matter, but she
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7 — did have an impact simply because she was young and it

was the first timme in many generations, many decades, that
a First Lady had style

- RICHARD DAVIS

Jl\ has made her mark in several ways [ think the con-
temporary mark shell leave could be the drug-abuse

program. The lasting mark would be how she is perceived

in the years to come as a wife, a dear friend, adviser, con-
fidante or her husband. I think that’s probably the most im-
portant thing to her.

NANCY REAGAN

'\%ver really thought about how I'd like to be rememn-
bered as First Lady until somebody asked me the
other day. I never have thought about it, but I guess the best
answer I can give is that I cared, that I tried to make things
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