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NANCY REAGAN 

cl/ / hen I was four, my mother left me in Bet hesda, 
J/j/" Maryla11d, and went off touring. She had to. She had 

to eai·n a living illld she couldn't take me tow-ing aU over the com1-
t ry with her. \Vhen she would get a play that ran for a while in 
.Kew York, then I'd go to Ke-w York and be with her. But the times 
in Bethesda with my aunt aud nncle and my cousin Charlotte 
wen> very happy timffi I have pict.u.res of us on the Fourth of July 
with Ginger, our wirehaired terrier, and a bike all decorated for 
tl1e Fourth . Charlotte and I put Fourth of July costumes on, and 
it was happy-except that I missed my mother. 

It was a real ache. My annt and uncle were nice, but your 
mother is your mother, and nobody can fill that spot. It was hard 
on me and it was hard on her. 

I went to New York once on one of those occasions when I 
could visit her and stay i\ith her. She was in a play. I've forgot
ten what it was But it was a play in which they were very mean 
to her-oh, they were av.ful to her. And I got so upset that, sitting 
up there in a box, watching. I began to cry. I guess I created quite 
a commotion. Then, when I went backstage, I woulchi't talk t-0 

anybody because they'd been mean to my mother. And Mother 
had to finally take me aside and say, "Kaney, it's just make-believe. 
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They' re really ni t:C'. That ·was all just makC'-believe. They don't 
really feel that w<1y about 111 e." 

Another time I visited my real father and he locked me in 
a bathroom . l 'm sure that afterward.s he felt bad ly al,out, well, 
lots of things that had happened. I was always reluctant to talk 
about it when he was al ive becau.se there was no point in hurting 
him . But this was a Yisit , and J remember something had been 
said about my mother that ] didn't like. ,re got into an argument 
and I was locked in the bathroom. EYer since then I can't stand 
a locked door. 

My stepmother, his wifr\ was a nice wol!lan , and she came 
and got me out. But when we were first mar ried, I remember my 
husband was going to lock a door and I w0uld11't let him- he never 
knew this story. I said , "No, please, I don't wallt the door locked ." 
And he couldn't understaud why, and then I told him the story. 

It wasn't aU marvelous for a little girl. But there were nice 
tirnes, too. My aunt and uncle were darling people, and so was 
my cousin. But I didn't have my mother. 

When fin ally we were together, maybe I appreciated it more 
than if that hadn't happened to me. Ano it's always been difficult 
for me to understand how children could turn against their 
mot her or be separated from their mothr r voluntarily. J never 
could understand that, particularly during the sixties when all 
the turmoil and so on between parents and children began . I had 
a harJ tirne understa11di11g that. For aU those others who had their 
mothers, I wanted to say to them, "You're so lucky, you· re just 
so lucky, you've had all those wonderful years that I newr had ." 

When my mother met Loyal DaYis and brought me to 
Chicago, it was like the happy ending to a fairy tale. She ca me 
to Bethesda to tell me that she'd met this wonderful mru1 and she 
wanted to marry him, but she wouldn"t marry him unless it was 
all right with me. And I often t hink, Wh at in the world would 
haw happened if I had said noY I think she would haw gotten 
around it somehow, but I said yes, of course. and ·we went to 
Chicago. Alld I really couldn't haw asked for a more wonderful 
father. He was a hard act to follow, but J think, with my husband, 
I followed it pretty well . 

I graduated from college at a time when a lot of Smith 
graduates were getting married. I had peop le say to me after
wards. "You know, the rest of us stayed back there in Chicago and 
got married and bad children and scttlt'd down. And you 
didn't-you went off to New York and H oU_nnxxi and t-0 mak
ing mo\·ies and doing plays" 

I hadn't found a man I want.cd to marry. And I could.n"t sit 
in Chicago and do nothing. I stayed with Mother until m.\· father 
went oven.eas, and 1 stayed on ,\i th Mother for almost a year. And 
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then, when he came back. I left Chicago. I hadn't found the right 

guy. So you do something:. an d acting was the only thing I knew. 
I mran , I'd been raised around it. Whatever you do, you want 
to do it as well a<, you cau and accomplish as much as you can. 
That was inside me. 

l liked acting . .\'ot enough to keep on after I was married, 
but I liked it. It was fun and I met some great people. I met my 
husband that way. 

I think I wa-s plt't ty good . The first mo,·ie that really kicked 
it off was Th e ·s ex/ r o 1C£ You H ca1: I was sent to Kew York for 

a promotion tour. I rememl1t:r going: to Radio City and taking 
a picture of the marquee wit h my name up on it, and, oh, I was 
impn•sscJ. But I th.ink my fa\·orite picture was one with Ray 
Millai1cl and J ohnny Hodiak . S ight Into Morning . I liked that 
picture the best. 

Thrre waso't any big decision I had to make after I knew I 
·was going to be married . For me, the real fulfillment came v.;th 
marriage, a home, and children of my own. That was completing 
the wlwle thing for me. And I had the oest of two worlds. I 'd had 
a career that I was hapr:· in and fairly successful in, and I had 
the marriage. I can' t sa:· t.0 somebody else, "You should do it my 
wa:~ .. I know what made mi:- happy. and when I say. my life began 
then, that's what 1 though~ . ~l ayL.e tlrnfs not true for somebody 
else but it was for me. 
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DR. RICI-IARD DAVIS 

/f) ur cl1ilclhoocl together dates back to the thirties am1 for

~ ti es, when we were growing up in Chicago. We were 

particularly blessed °"·i th two splendid parents who were deYotecl 

to one another and to us. We had a YCry stable home and the 
oppo1iw1ity for an educat ion. And we had some wonderful young 

fri ends. 
My first memory of Nancy was probably when she was in 

the thir<l or fourth grcLclc. lu those days, she wore a school wuforn1 : 
a tunic, knee socks, and a beret At the beginning of the school 

year, my father and I woulJ walk her to the corner of the driYe 

and get her off to school. She had a bouncy gait, wa.s very 

YiYacious. and was a happy chilJ . She would speak to eYCryone 

on thr way. With each step, this tunic, which was too short, would 

sort of pop up in the air and we'd see her bloomers Father would 

say. "Richard , Nancy ha.'- on those dreadful midnight blue 

bloomers. doesn't shef' And 1 would dutifully agree. And then 

he'd say. \,ith a big, broad smile. "lsn·t she just the most wonderful 

ehihff ' 
We played some outrageous games. We had one called "H elp, 

Murder. Police!" This was a very precarious game. We'd both get 

0 11 the highest piece of furniture and then jump on a sliding sk.>0I. 
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Slrh bu1 And this went on and was very carefully timed for Dad's rctw-n 
home. By that time, we were totally exhausted, feigned broken 
arms and legs, and , of course, the great surgeon had to heal~ 
Then we went on with the evening's activities. 

I ha-ve some of the most pleasant memories of the summers. 
\\'t· spend two summers with Mother and Dad as guests of Walt.er 
1 l ust on and his wife in the San Bernaclino Mountai11s The days 
were filled with a lot of outdoor actiYity- hik.ing, r iding, swim
mi ng. tennis Of course, those were pre-television days, so we all 
entertained one another at night. Each of us read aloud from a 
noYCl during the six weeks-or sometimes poetry, Shakespeare. 
My father invariably put us all to sleep, and then Wal ter Huston 
would say, "Well, that's all right , Loyal. I hope you 're a better 
11curos1u-geon than an actor." There were many. many happy times 
during those summers. 

One summer, we -wTote, directed , and actually photographed 
our own little play. Nancy played opposite the great Walter 
Huston. She had a bathing suit on and was wrapped in a very 
elaborate sheet. At one point , he said , "Nancy. you're doing this 
far too demurely. Be more wicked and evil." ' And Nancy looked 
at me. I was photographing all this \\it.h a home movie camera. 
Neither one of knew what dem ure meant. \\'e found out later 011. 
But I think if she ever made what we call today a career deci
sion about drama and the theater, it was probably back in those 
rrall~· very terribly happy days in thr thirties. 

Shr really adored Dr. Loyal, her new fathe r, so to speak. 
There was a great relationship between the two of them ewn when 
shr was small, which she carried on all through her adult life. 
Thry were extremely close. The family, the whole concept of the 
family, and the camaraderie, the laughter, the enjoyment of one 
another, has been extremely important to her-as a yow1gst,er and 
throughout her adult life. 

Dad was an extraordinarily devot.eJ person, to his wife ancl 
t.o both of us He was a rock-hard disciplinarian . When he asked 
either one of us to do something. we always did it to the best of 
our abi lity and we did it promptly. He -was extremely fair. He 
was never unreasonable. But he thought basically that children 
with pri\ilege should have responsibility. And we were reminded, 
not constantly, but often enough , that we had the responsibility 
to be excellent and to strive, to meet the challenges, in anything 
we did. 

He was the key figure in Nancy's life. There's no question 
about that. She was very open with Dad . The day·s activities 
centered around the dinner table. Some of the topics that Nancy 
brought up as a youngster and as a teenager were really quite 
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extraordinary. It wasn't that infrequently that we discussed the 
soul. She asked him one night, I remember, what he thought hap
piness was. He said, "Nancy, the answer to happiness is almost 
twenty-five hundred years old and it's basically what the Greeks 
said. It's the pursuit of excellence in all aspects of one's life." That's 
a Yer:.r seriow; and heary answer, and I 'm sure in hindsight Nancy 
and I would have a few things to add to that today. But she was 
always very open with him. She sought his adYice, and once she 
got it, she followed it. She was e..'-iremely respectful and COW"U,'OU.S, 

an d extremely pleasant, not only with her peers but with older 
people. 

We were disciplined. A principle was expounded and then 
the reasons for follO\\ing that principle were explained . Dad never 
raised his voice with Nancy. He did with me occasionally. 

We were very close, particularly in the summertime. Our 
educations were rather staggered. Sometimes I was home and she 
was away, but we were always together at Christmas and holidays 

Nancy was not at all politically minded . I think she became 
politically aware when she met the President in the early fifties 
in California. We discussed all sorts of political issues at home, 
but I don't th.ink Nancy was that deeply concerned about politics 
Her love was the theater. 

I think there's an element of truth in the talk that Dad was 
a souuding board at t he time the President was turning from 
Democrat to RepublicaI.1. He wa5 a good listener and he also gave 
the two of them adYice. Perhaps he helped move the President 
off renter in the sixties .. hen he decided to enter politics I think 
ult imate]:, Dad was a really pi votal person in the whole 
mechanism of decision making. She probably followed the same 
line of thinking that her father did, which was not really along 
liberal linrs 

One night, during a Christmas vacation, she ca.me home from 
college and said , "Dad. I really have a heayy problem fo r the 
holidays. I haw t.o learn all these sonnets by Keats and Shelley.' ' 
Dad looked at her. The problem was attacked directly, met head 
011. She was sent upstairs for her E nglish literature book and 
brought it downstairs. and the fou r of us learned parts of these 
sonnet..'i H e was very pleased with this pursuit of excellence. I 
turned around and there was Edith, an actress, of course, and 
she had gotten up from the dinner table and was doing a little 
soft-shoe number and dancing and had thought up a little rhyme 
about Mr. Sheets and Mr. Kelly. This was the lighthearted side 
of our home life, and it was a good cow1terbalance between a very 
serious and intent fat.~r and a mother who had a really wonder
fu l sense of humor. 

S:1cltbet1 
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NANCY REAGAN 

G7::i not going to be like anyl,ody else. l'm going t.o be 

J Nancy Reagan. I don't think I'm any different than I've 
always beeu . But anybody who d oes11·t grow in this position has 

got to be pretty dumb. I certainly hope I've grown. I think I have. 

I don·t !mow ho"' you could help but grow. You're exposed to so 
many different things, so many differe1it people, so many dif

fe rent e.xperiences In a way, even the negatiw things that all hap

pened in the beginning were prol.Jably part of a growth process. 

It widens your whole life, your horizons. 

I'm more self-confident, I think, because. maybe, more peo
ple like me_ lf I think people like me, I'm better. 

\VILLIAM F. BUCI{LEY 

~re's a difference between self-confidence alld being 
V asserti,·e. I think that Nancy Reagan has always int.en

tionally cultivated two roles-one public a11d the other pri,·ate. 

In prirnte surroundings, she will let her opinion be knoVl7.1. In 

public situations, she is deferential, not in the sense that she feels 

women should be subordinate in public circumstauc~ but 
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because she feels that ifs her husband who has been elected. 
They're two personal ities there 

She's a \YOnderful friend. She will reall y struggle to do you 

a kimln e&<; or help you in an.,ihing that you want. l make it a 

poi11t not to ask powerful people for fayors. but if I thought that 

without upsetti11g pul.Jlic policy she could be helpful. I would 

simply ask her. I don't doubt for a moment that she would go out 
of her way to be ol.Jliging. 

I recently saw her haYi11g dinner with my \\ife after an 
operation , in my wife·s beuroom. That kind of thing isn't done 
l.Jecause of a lack of concern . 

Ever:ihing interests her: peen·s. among other things. And 

thcn.->·s a lot of just chat which I somet imes simply come upon 

milking int o a room and hearing conYcrsat ions at my wife·s end 

of the• pho11 c. So there:-; a lot of what I would call n-lc:L'l:t>d badiuage 

c., I C Lr bttr\ 
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She doesn't like anybody to critici7,e her husband. I thii1k she 

feels that in the case of certain people, there's a sort of t ranscen
dent bond that allows certain libertie& George \\Till , for instance, 

was at the W hite H ouse when we were watching }(i11 g Lrn r with 
Laurence Oli\·ier. That morning he"d written a very tough "anti

Reagan" piece. Still, the relationship was very ciYil. On the ot her 

hand , there·s probably an interfaceable part of her memory that ' 
clocks these little thi11 g& I wouldn't be surprised, bec.ause sht> is 

tlw type. My wife is the same way. 

Biologists tell you that ewry sewn years we become rom
plet.ely re11ornted biological animals, and it is a continuing sub
ject of scientific inquiry, the e.x1.ent to which this biological change.. 
the life and death of indiYidual cells, affects your mind . I'm eer
t.ai11 that if I were a clinical psychologist and I spent ten hours 
"ith her twenty years ago and ten hours with her tornorroK 1 ·d 
say there·s been a change. But ifs t rue of everyone. I don't see any 
change in her that reflects the fact she's the First Lady. The 
changes that I detect would be the changes that you '-Ould nor
mally det.ect in a woman who was twenty years older than she 

was back then . 
The reason she looks adoringly at her husband is becaU&> she 

adores him. T he reason she is dreised chicly is becaU&: she ~ 
chicly. The reason for her rather delicate mannerisms is that that ·s 
the way she i& Whether she's at a ball or dressed in pajamas for 
breakfast in a beach house. That's just simply the ways slk> i& 

Sicte r2t u<§) 
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MICHAEL REAGAN 

u/4ink it's true that 1\'ancy Reagan has grown in confi 
V clence and has come out more and become more 8S5ertive 

and happier, to an ext ent. I th in k the first term for ewrybody 
is rou~h . You're learning so much. Just learning to get around 
the White House in the first four ycan, is tough enough . The only 
place she hasn't. gmwn made my v.iie jealous. \Yhen she went into 
the Whit e H ouse, she wac, a size 6. She·s now a size 4. And 
ewrybody wants her dresses. 

I think it hurts Nan cy to read negatiYe things about herself 
or about anybody in the family, because sometimes they don't 
understand the whole story or the whole drift of what was going 
on , and so they're writing stories or saying things on television, 
not knowing aU the facts. 

I've talked to Dad al>out the same situation when I've picked 
up the paper and read something about myself. l'U just caU Dad 
and say, " H ow can they say thisf' Dad says. "Just don't worry 
about it . Let it roll off your back." She is thin-skinned, I think. 
She absorbs aU that. :Maybe it rolls off Dad ·s back; she's there and 
picks it up with a wheelbarrow. 

She's a one-man woman . She lives, eats. and breathes for 
Ronald Reagan . And she is probably one of the most caring peo
ple in the world. She truly cares about family and home life. I 

th.ink people misinterpret that sometimes as a coldness and it 
reaUy isn't. She's just more caring than people realize. I t.'s too bad 
some don't realize it as much as th f:'y should . 

BONITA GRANYILLE ~ TRATHER 

~ i11k Nancy is a v~ry spe_cial human being .. And I t~1~k 
J ~l~e was badly maligned 10 the early days 111 the \\ h1t.e 

House by the press. They didn't know or didn't understand her. 
One thing that's always amazed me is that nobo<ly has ever 
realized what a fantastic SCl1.St' of bwnor she has H er husband 
has one, too, of course, but people don't recognize that about 

Nancy. 
I don't believe the media were willing to give her a chance 

in the beg.inning; though I think they are now. People realize that 
she is a very warm, sympathetic human being. I don't think people 
give her credit for how really i.nteliigcnt she is, and always has 
beell . 

Nancy's anything but fri volm.1& She's Yery level-heade<l, she's 
very siucere, she's very down to earth, and why she seemed 
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frivolous 1 don't know. Again. I 'm going to blame it on the mroia . 
That very first year in the White House was a pretty dread ful 
0 11c. Not only the loss of her father, Loyal Da"iSi but that terri
ble attempted assassination. H er grief was priva.t.e when her hus
baud was howring between life and death. H er grief was private 
when her father died. But once her husbaud recowred and they 
sta,ted going out, every time they stepped out of a car, e,·ery time 
they walked out of a door into the open, imagine the fear of being 
shot at. That would inhibit anyone. That first year was a very, 
very difficult one. It would ha\'e been for anyone. 

J think eYCryo11e is hurt Ly criticism, especially if it's unfair. 
She:s a wry vulnerable lady and she's very sensitiYe. She responds 

to constructive criticism very well , but the unfair criticism hurt 
her terriLly. 1 just hope now that she's toughened up enough to 
let unfair criticism roll off her back. 

--1, ... 
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C.Z. '\VICK 

• 

A f21c·y Reagan has a terrific sense of humor, a terrific 
J Y sense of style, is very giving, and is very tuned in to 

the world arow1d her. She's willing to try new things, hear about 
new things Al.Jow all. ?\ancy is interested in people, and fw1 to 
be with. 

I think that the conserYati\'e charact.erizatio11s of Nancy 

Reagan have missed the point of the person . She·s a very curious 
person. She's a wry open and interesting person, and not one to 
ig11ore the world arow1d her. The single most fun thing that 

characterizes any famiJy gathering of our famiJj es. or just hang
ing out with her. is humor. Sbe lov-es to laugh. She has a very quick 
sense of humor. and practical jokes and on-going family jokes are 
part of our relatiom;hip. 

~ 1,lc bl,\.._L'-=-- J 
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RON REAGAN 

r;J,.s ol<l-fashione<l in sornt· ways. She d id n't grow u r in the 
t..J ~-~ tics or anything. She's from another era. She does think 

that it's uct.ter for m:- father to l>e out front alone She's more com
fort a bk that way. Shr's not as comforta bh-: in the limelight as she 

is in the wings. 
I gues.5 she's a wry sensitiw person . She's a vcr,r pri\'ate per

son and l think th at's onr reason why th is ha5 all been a little 
tou gh for her. She guards her pri\'acy jealuusl:·, and doesn't likC' 
intrusions into that pri\'acy. When the:· hapl'en, her thin skin 
makes her react. It hurts her. 

She can be a handfu l. l mean, she's not always the easiest per
son to get along with . I gues.5 it's l>ecause of that sensitiYity. She's 

a bit of a perfectionist. I don't think l 'd want her to be my boss. 
I would guess she could be dernand ing as a bos;; because of that 
perfectionism . 

She's an i.ncre<l ible phonr person. Shl>'s always on the phone, 
ever since I was this big. We had to get more lines put in at home., 
to satisfy her. 

,~. 
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Out at the ranch, Mom doesn't get up at. daybreak and go 
barcba.ck riding through the woods. She doesn't man the tract or 
or anything. She doesn't do t he chainsaw, but she gets out there 
and neatens up the woods and stuff. I've seen her walk through 

"mods and there'U be dead twigs hanging and she'U get up there 
and pull these off and kind of get the whole place so it's neat. 

Sl1e·s not a big rider or a big outdoors person, not an athlete or 
an}ihing like that, but she can't help but enjoy the ranch because 

rny dad enjoys it so much and she deri\'es a lot of pleasure from 
his enjoyment. 

MAUREEN REAGAN 

ri:!·s exactly the same person she was t he day she walked 
t..J i,;to that '\\.hite House. We all grow, but inside ourselve."> 

The things that we care about, our families and our friends and 
who we know and what we are, that doesn't change I ha.Ye been 
very upset at the idea that there is this new Nancy Reagan . It's 
not a nrw Nancy Reagan . A more confident Nancy Reagan . A 
111ore eloquent Nancy Reagan. But, gosh, I hope we' re all more 
confident and more eloquent as years go by. 

Slie's got this closet in the Whit e House., and none of us are 
ewr allowed to see it. She squirrels things away in this closet . 
Lat er, things come out of it. \\'heu my husband mowd to 

Sacra ment o. she said , "Does he need a coffee maker?'' I said. 
" '\\'ell , yeah. l th.ink oo." Rummage, rwmnag<; rummage We heard 

this sound , and all of a sudden, out comes a coffee maker. 
Nanry Reagan was a career woman. She had a very good 

career i11 the motion-picture industry, and she got mar ried. After 
she was married , she was offered one of the choice teleYision roles 
of all time and turned it down, saying. "No, I want to raise a fam
il,'-. and I , personally, cannot do both. I know this about myself, 
and I don't want to take the ehauce of not being good at either 
by tryi11~ to do two things that I don't think I can put toget her." 
Il er husband did not encourage her to leave her profession. It 
was her choice to make. In fact , he was really quite surprised. 

• DOUG \VICK 

uAe known Nanc~· Reagan since I was a kid . She's an old 
V family friend. I went to grammar school with her kids 

I thin k she's one of thr great lunch dates in America. She's warm, 
smart. funny, a good fri end . Needless to say, I like her. 

u 

<.j r) ; l' ·1 ·:ifk J . ( k \ i I J 

~ 
~ 



<;sjd diµ@ 

@ 

/6 . 

She's an unusual combination of smarts-interesting. and a 
good listener. A lot of tim es people who ha,·e much to offer in 

one camp don' t necessarily have a foot i.n the other. aud she can 

do both. She's one of those rare people who. if you see her in a 

large group of people, when you speak to her, no matter where 

you are or who the group is, her eyes neYer lea\·e your face. Her 

trick is that she also has that kind of antenna so she lmows 

evcr~ihing else that's goi11g on iJ.1 the room while she's t.alking to 

you; but she never does that kind of thing where you notice some-

011e·s eyes going over your shoulde r to see who else is coming in. 
I don't think she's comfortable beiJ.1g the center of attention. 

She's someone who's more of a watcher. a person who's a little bit 

more comfortable on the sidelines, obsen- ing. She seems t.o have 

Yerry little interest about wanting to haw everyone look at her. 

The First Lady is an extremely complicated woman . When 

hrr husband first got into office, I don't thiJJk people really 
Ull(Jrrstood her. She's very shy, and that was misunderstood as 

maybe not caring or being aloof. Ar, time has gone on, people have 
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gotten to kllow her and understand her much bett er. In a funny 

way, because of the assassination at tempt on her husband, they 
realized what a caring. deep, feeling person she is. 

She's got unfailing instincts about people. and she's someone 
you can sit at a party with and she'll lrnow eYerything that ·s going 
on in that room, including the kitchen. She can read someone 
from across the room. She lmows who likes them, and who's try

ing to work some scam on one side or some scam on the other. In 
that way, I know the President trusts her judgment enormously. 

I was working on the movie Sophie's Ch oicc. and part of my 
j ob was to look fo r a Sophie-a blolld Polish woman , a tragic 
figure. 1 thought. Mrs. Reagan would be a good cand id ate, so I 

called her and asked her if she wa<; i..ntcrest{'d, and she said it 

sounded like a pretty good jou. but she had this whole other thing 

in Washington, and she'd have to see how she liked it. So, I 
bumped int o her at the inauguration. and she came sweeµing 

t lu-ough with a giant entourclgt' and I was in the crowd somewhere 
and she happened to catch my eye. She yell ed across the room, 
"Keep Sophie on the baek burner." 

NANCY REYNOLDS 

~ was wounded by the early press criticism. lt made her 

tJ f~l as if she was a sitting duck. Stories were fill ed with 

absolute lies in many cases. very prejudicial. skewed stories. I 

recall the reporters e}..tremcly well . J remember s:>me of them, who 

toda:· are famous authors writu1g scathing aceounts of their u1ter
Yiews of Nancy Reagan . She wa<, totally be\,ildered . very deeply 

hw1.. She herself feels that she was pleasant and bei.ng honest and 

1vr 
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had inYit.cd them into her borne. Some would then come out "";t11 
something that was just so totally off the wall. She was wary and 
it was not always easy to get her to do inten-iews I think if you'd 
been slapped or stung a few times, you'd say, "Hey, I don't need 
this." 

She's Yery funny. It's someth ing that she shows prirntely to 
her fri e11ds and family. She's witty. very sensitiw, very current 
011 cultural things as well as 0 11 public affairs. She watches all 
the 11 ews broadcasts. She·s ·well read . But she basically thinks of 
herself as a private person. H er loyalty is legendary. A few weeks 

aft er Ronald Reagan bl'came governor, she was on an airplane 
going to Los Angeles, as she did eYery weekend, and she was 

sitting in the front seat ai1d behind her were two men discuss
ing Ronald Reagan"s budget. They were crit icizing the governor 

very loudly and you could see the steam beginning to build. 

Before you know it, she pushed her button and the scat slipped 
back and she turned arow1d and said , "That's my husband you're 
talking auout , aml ewry bit of the information that you two are 
exchanging is wrong and im:orrect. I would Like the chance to cor

rect you ." Those two men were so stunned. they just sank about 
five inches i..n their scats Their faces turned red and t hat was the 
last we beard from the1n . 

If people ask her if she feels st rongly about something. she 
certainly expresses hr rself. I've heard her many times disagree 
with the President and others. It's like everything else-you win 
some and you lose some. And slw'i;; clone both . 

Ifs true that sometimes, as a gowrnor's wife., she would sit 
in the bathtub and rant and rave at people in private. Those of 
us who were on the staff could always tell when she'd had a bad 
<lay, because she would be in the bathtub having wonderful con
versations sa:ing things to people who she felt had been cool and 
unfair and really mean-spirited to her or to her husband or to 
her family. And it was one of the ways she blew off steam. 

SHEILA TATE 

{i:! doesn't like surprises. Ko one would like to read in the 
V ~~per that they felt this way or that way about something 

when they hadn't been consulted about bow they really did feel. 
She's a perfection ist. If you haw failed to pro,·ide all the 

necessary information, then she's not going to feel secure about 
the ewnt or the intcn-iew of whaten·r she's doing, so she will ask 
for more in fo rmation. 

11 1 
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I don't think ifs a fa ir cr iticism that she demands when she 
should ask. I think that's from people who are unfa miliar with 
her way of doing thing& Perhaps once they got a call and were 
so flust ered that they stuttered and stammered. 

Some say she gets along better with men than with women. 
She never ignored 111 c. She certainly had close men fri ends, but 
1 think slie's interested in e\'erybody. 

LYN NOFZIGER 

P verybody wants to leaw his or her ow-n mark, but l uetieve 
0 she sees what she·s doing rea lly as a way of assisting the 

President, of building with him. We all have our own egos. But 
l don't think she's ever set out to haw people compare her to him, 
or an~ihing like that. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

Re·s one of the most special people that I've e,·er known 
t_} ~; the world . She's smart, she's strong, and very intense. 

She has a side to her that wry few people know about. And that 
is this very strong personal loyalty to people who've been good 
to her. regardless of who the:, are. 
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I remember when my wife Carolyu·s father died suddenly. 
\Ye'd only been here three months. She called me on the phone 
and said, "Why don't you bring the kids up to Camp David for 
the weekend?'' We got to Camp DaYid , and she took those two kids 

of mine who had just lost their grandfather and made life 
wonderful for a W('('kend for them. She took them bowling, for 
hot dogs, birycle riding. whate\'er they wanted to do. That's the 

side of Nancy Reagan nobody lm ows about. In California , dw-

ing the Vietnam War, once a week. sometimes twi ce a week, 
without any pres.<;; around , she'd quietly go to the Yeterans· 
H ospital and sit there and hold a vet's hand, then go horne and 
call their mothers and cry with them and go back the next week 
and do the same thing over again . She didn't do it because she 
was trying to change her public relations image. She was doing 
it because Nancy really cares about people. 

STUART SPENCER 

~u·t think people realize that she is a n1lnerable per
t_/ ~11. There was an article in the lrashing/011 Sta r 

during the 1980 campaign. It was a cheap shot. That woman was 
dernstated for weeks. People talk about her being tough. They 
talk about her being in\'olved in the process. Those things are all 
true, but she's also a Yuln erabl e, sweet little person. A lot of her 
personal friends see that , but people in the political arena don't. 

~o 
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DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

~e is an element of the unapproachable about her. I 
U would have hoped that after four years, with this par

ticular press corps that follows her every move, there would be 
some feeling of rapport that ha5 de\·elope<l among us. I don't have 
that feeling. I believe we can haYe our differences and still have 
an understanding. 

I mean , we might encounter her in a situation where she is 
walking toward members of the press she !mows, and there is not 
a glim111cr of recognition i.n her eyes The President isn't that way. 
Sometimes he' ll give you a little lift of the eyebrow, or a little wink. 
It doesn't mean that we'w crossed each other's lines or we've suc
cumbed to each other 's charms, but it does mean that there is a 
human quality there that , w-ith Mrs. Reagan , is missing. 

I suppose she thinks she's been burned by t he press and 
therefore she's wary. I don't know if she is really scared, and I 
do not necessarily suscribe to the view that she is timid and shy. 
I don't see Mrs Reagan as that at all. I think she's more aloof and 
controlled about what the outer Nancy Reagan is 

I would like to like her. I really don't know whether I like her 
or not. I don't dislike her. I don't know that I would think of her 
as a close friend. I feel there's a cert.a.in detachment about her that 
makes it sort of difficult to feel a closeness to her. Now, she may 
be wonderful with her staff, but that's the sort of thing that 
doesn't get through to ordinary mortals I still feel there's a curtain 
there. 

I would like to feel that she is a warm, caring person , that 

I could go a.11d talk about substantial things or concerns "ith her, 
but I don't know how that would ever be possible. 

JAl\1ES ROSEBUSH 

J/1u certainly don·t haw a person here who's changed 
herself to fit the occasion, but the experience of tl1e past 
years has had an impact on her. 

She was always willing to take risks-accept challenge- but 
now she does it with greater confidence. I think she takes all of 
the public acclaim now with a knock-on-wood attitude because 

she's not one to rest on those laurels. In the political world, they 
can evaporate. So I think s.he wants to work hard to keep the 
public confidence. 

The First Lady is bright, she's hardworking, and she's good 
to work for i.J1 the sense that she knows what ·s going on. She's very 
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demanding of herself. You want to du your best for her. That ·s 

the way 1 respond t.o her. 1 want to do my best for her because 

she's demanding of ben.;(']f and she expects good work out of 

people. 

She likes to use the ph oJJ e a lot more than I do. I've never 

been Oll C' to enj oy talki11f! 0 11 th e telephone, but th at's her way of 

communicating with people. Sht; s up therr on the second floor 

of the White H ouse, and ~·ou or l might get up and walk down 

to the officr at the end of the hall to chew the fat with someone, 

I.m t her way of communicating is Oil the• tel ephone. 

She hac;; nner once said to llH\ "Jim , you \ ·e overschedu leu 

me. You\·e giYen me too much . You\·e mad e me climb too many 

fligh ts of st.airs.· · She's got boumlless energy. 
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DR. RICHARD DAVIS 

A f21 cy came to Washington prepared-by parents. a 

J Y good home, a fin e education, and wonderful frienu& 
Sometimes we forget that she was "First Lady of California- for 

eight yea rs, so she did haw experience when she arri n•d in 

\\'a.<;hington. 1 think the first two or three years in the Wh ite 

H ou~ caught her off stride. The first thing that threw her was 
SOIIH' unfortunate press. 

The S('COl1d was the wow1di11g of the President in Mardi 1981. 
I remember that, of course, viYidly. 1 had eome down on several 

ocea.<;ions, and three or four nights after his operation! risitcd 

the White House. Nancy had had a really dreadful day. Things 

were touch and go. We got back here and she seemed to shift gears 

She actually took me on a little guided tour. We talked about dif

frrent things, and finally the tour, so to speak, ended in a 

beautiful room on the third floor called the Solarium. 1 has a bay 
wi11do"· and looks out over the Monument. 

That night, though, it was under renoYaiion and there weren't 

a11~· lights in the room. lt was early spring and the "inuow boxes 

were fill ed "ith daffodil& H ere we were standing in this darkness 
and there were these dancing yellow flowers, which represented • 

to u& I gues<;, a hopeful future. We discussed a number of things 

She e..-.pressed her gratitude about all the care the PresiJent 

receiYed from the doctors and nw-ses. Aud the11 she turn c<l to me 

and said. "Now. Dick, my j ob this week is to really go owr this 

room ancl renoYate it so the President can recO\·er here. lt will 
make him feel like hes outside once again and, you know, ,~ want 

to ket>p all that sunshine and happiness in his life." 
And I thought that really was quite a remarkable thing. She 

showed no self-pity. She was thinking of a life probably more dear 

to her than her very own. 

S 1ru., b11w1 Cidb; 
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NANCY REAGAN 

~n't talk for anyone else. I can talk for me-what makes 
J :1~-e happy, what makes my husband happy. what makes 

our marriage happy. For me., my husLaml and my family come 

first. And that makes me happy. I assume it makes them happy. 

I th.ink ifs easier if you have a defi.nit;;- philosophy Uiat you've 
held for a long tim e. I have a feeling that perhaps in the past , 

there' ye been some people who maybe haven't made up their 

minds clearly what their positions are, and that can age you pretty 

quickly. But if you have a pretty definit;;- philosophy of what you 

want to do, then it makes things a lot easier. 

Ron is that way too. It's what be feels He has his ow11 inst.iJ1cts 

about what's right and what's wrong. 

Do we ever fightT We disagree. Vve don't fight. Fight to me 
means throwing plates and all of that. There's nobody that you're 

going to agree with all the time., even your husband. 

I'm often asked about thirty-three years of marriage., which 

today sounds like a long time. It doesn't seem like a long time., 

though. 1 got to thinking about it, and you 're always reluctant 
to give anybody advice about marriage or how to haw a long mar

riage or whatever, but I've really been very lucky because mo.51: 

men or women, when they get married , like to feel that their bus-

~ 
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Land or '>'ife., if put to the test. if put Wlder tremendous pres-;urc. 

would act in a certain wa~·, would act with great strength and 

111ake you very proud of them. You like to feel that. But very 

seldom does the awrage person haw a chance to really see that 
husband or wife un<ler those kinds of circumstance& 1 \·e Leen 
wr.,· lucky in that , because J'n· seen my husband untlcr very 

pressured conditions, l k11 ow he·s ncYer failed . Never fail ed me. 

H e's alwa:-s stuck to principles. H e's newr done anything for 
pure]_,· political reasons You go back to the a<s,assination attempt. 

l don't know of many men wh <J would haw handled it that well. 

PRESIDE~T REAGAN 

~ /o..,· do you explain it1 '\\'e' re happy. I don't know how 

Ji/ ~o answer it. From a man's standpoint, I could sa:
what I tl1ink Clark Gable on~ said to someon e., "There's nothing 

more irnportant than approaching your o-wn doorstep and know

ing that someone on the other side of the door is listening for the 
sound of you r footsteps' ' 

I kn ow that during the day, ewn before this j ob, whatcwr 
I was doiJ1g. somethiJ1g would happen in a day and the first thing 

that would go through my mwd was picturiJ1g myself telling her 
about it when I got holll e. 

We talk about ewr:ihing. Sorneti.mes. we disagree 011 sorncom' 
or their particular qualifications or something. but 11e,·cr wry 

seriously. I t's good to wlk ak,ut it and haw other input . I feel 
better always knowing that we·re in 11t,o-reemeut. 

$1d.rl:x\~.J 
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J\11CHAEL REAGAN 

G/4~m·t think she achiscs him 011 decisions he makes a<; 

J P~csident. But it's important that Dad haw her, because 
she is a SOUll(]iug board for family fec linf,"S. She's an important 

part of his life. J'w alwa:-s said that. without her, Dad p roliably 

wouldn't lw President of the U nited Rt ates. She gives him inner 
strength that he really needs, and that kec-ps him going ewry cla:·, 

knowing that at the end of th e day. lw ha.c; hc- r to go home to. 

She sees the people around Da<l and she ·wants them to l.H? 

from the same mold the:··re from . I think that's what happen~ 

She may voice an opinion on a pcrso11 , whether they're doing the 

jou and arc looking the paii they should play or not. She pro

bably discus.5CS that with Dael. But the ultimate decision on who 

he's going to have working with him is always up to Dad. 

I think he values very mu ch all the ach-ice she gives him . 

Dad's just a stronger man because of Nancy Reagan, and she's 
been a very supportiw force. Without her support, he- would not 

haw run for go.-ernor; he would not haw run for President. 

J th ink what pulled them through into the eighties was that 

Dael and the people around him wanted him to rw1. I don't know 

if Nancy did. AD of us were huri aftc-r he lost to Ford at the end 

of '76. It was, What do you do. do you start this, do :·ou do that Y 
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I think Dad's the one who pulled up his boots and said, No, we're 
going 011. And then everyl>ody su pported him. 

You make a negative remark about Ronald Reagan and 
Nancy·s not going to be friendly to you. H er life rea!Jy is centered 

arouncl Ronald Reagan . She will do whate\'er is necessary to in

sulat e him all<l keep him happy. She does her thing helping with 

th(• kids, with the grandparent program and the drug program, 

which arc important to her, but, really, the most important thing 

to her is Ronald Reagan . So if you consider everything on that 
basis. then she isn·t that complicated. 

They do need each other. They both dance to the other one's 
tune. I mean, Dad is Naucy ·s strength in his way, and Nancy is 

his strength in the home life. I think they could Live all by 

the111seh·cs and be perfectly happy. That's not to say that they 
don't want the ki<ls or anything of that nature. But the fact is 

that now th e kids are gl'Owu and gone, and their relationship 
hasn't change<l u1 thirty years. They are the same people who met 

back i.r1 the fifties and got married u1 1952. They haven't changed. 

WILLI~-U\1 F. BUCKLEY 

aoulcl say that. at one level, Nancy Reagan has total 
t../ influence over her husband. That is to say I could not 

irnagi11e his doing something which forfeited her loyalty or her 

de\'otion to him. But it would be very hard to imagine such a 
thing e\·en in tlw abstract . 

They are iu ewry sense of the word companions. They share 

their thoughts, they share their peeves, they share their en

thusiasms. And when something is brewing. it is coterminously 

communicated. It isn't something that he sort of announces So 
there's never a situation in which all of sudden he accost.c, her at 

noon and says, "Somet lung's been cooking in my mi.t1d for three 

rnonths This is it:' The:· just don't ha\'e that kind of relationship. 
Suppose he asked Ji.nrn1y Carter to be special Mideast fixit 

man . Something Like that he'<l almost certainly discuss with her 

because of the bizarre character of it. But I can't believe he would 
discuss with her in any detail recommendations of who should 
be the new head of the Federal Reserve Board. 

I think she has a very important role in the sense that he 

would never want to disappoint her, nor would he ever want to 

surprise her. If, somewhere along the line, he decided to end the 

agriculture embargo, he'd know that doi11g so would at least ru1-

11oy and. in some senses, outrage the har·d anti-Commw1ist part 

of his constituency. In a situation like that, it would be perfect-
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ly norrn al fo r him to discus.-; t he consequences of an impend ing 

dt>eision. It is very unlikely that she would weigh in dur ing that 

discus.5ion in su ch a way as to cause him to cha nge his mind . 

Jt's hard t-0 say how good her inst in cts are because we don't 

oft en t a lk politics '\'e talk people. 'I'c1ke th e whole matte r of 

whether he would ru n in 1968. In that year there w a<; an 

underst<1mling. more or les-s. that if Nixon fa iled in the primaries 

in :'\ ew H ampshire and Indiana , H.C'ag a11 would come in rather 

than let J\ elson Rockefeller have it . Of co urse, Nixon did n' t fail 

in those pr imaries, but meanwhile a moYerncnt had drH'lo pcd . 

She was at once an .. xious for him to succeed in any enterprise and 

terribly afraid that he might uc hurt. Il e didn't decla re his can

didacy until aft.er he arriwd i.J1 Miami , and at the ti.me I was quite 

certain the reason he had foially entered thr race wasn't because 

hr t hought ~here was any chance of winning it, but because he 

didn't want to let down people who had expended that much ef

fort She. i.J1 that situation, almost cert.ai.J1ly urged him not t-0 think 

so much about the people wlio had supported him as about 

himself. 

They grew up in their early married life figh t ing Com

munists in Hollywood . It was a sh ared experience, one t hat con

tinues to be extremely strong in Heagan. And it helped for m her 

opi.J1ions aL<;0. 

There·s a sense in which she's not that much of a hanl-liuer. 

He's wry hard-line in his rhetoric, but less in his actions. H e's been 
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softer 011 the SoYi et Union in respect to Poland and Afghanistan 
than Carter wa.~ I can't imagine a situation in which she would 

say to him , notwithstanding how he feels about the So\·iet Union, 
"We have got to entertain Gorbachev when he comes oYer here.'' 

It's must more likely that he would accept the institutional re

quirementc; thai he has a" Chicf of Staie and simply swing \,ith it. 

She believes he's absolutely unique. She probably thinks he 

Lelongs on Mount Rushmore. And any failure of the public to 

rt'cog11ize this is a failure on its part to recognize that which is 

obYious to her. In that sense, she is more ambitious for him, but 

011ly because of her distinctive appreciation of him . Now is that 

the same kind of ambition that Lady Macbeth had, or is it 

solllething completely different? I think it's different. It's kind 
of a heliocentric relationship. 

BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER 

A /2ic.,· and Ronald Reagan a.re a team. They're devoted 

J JI to one another, very much in love, and they work as 

a team and they always have. I understand it. Some people may 

not because they may not haw husbands My husband, ,mtil he 

passed away, was a partner of mine. We talked about everything. 
I can't say whether she gives him advice, but l think they talk 

about ever~ihing and they advise each other. When I hear peo

plr say, "Well, she's his adYiser; ' that's not so. They just discuss 
thi11gs together. 

I know that the President thinks his wife is a good judge of 

character, and that he nlues her opinion on ever)ihing, whether 

ifs raising children or politics It doesn't matter. He values her 

opinion. A5:., by the way, do aU of her friends. 

C. Z. "\VICK 

cf/ J11at I know weU of their relatiunship is that she has 

"l/J/ excellent judgment, and , like any husband and wife, 
there's interest in what the other does. He knows he can rely on 

her very solid judgment, but I tl1i11k that the character of thai 
is his recognizing a smart person who is there for him and who's 

solid as a rock wheu he needs some good advice. 
She has terrific instincts for people's motives and their per

sonal agendas She·s micro and he's macro. He's the big picture 

in terms of the wholl' country, while she's very good with the peo
pl(' who are close to him. 

rup:bcw 
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RON RE.AG ... t\.N 

~ -,,. got grt:.'at instincts, 11ot so much auout what will play 
t__} ~-~ll to the country-that's where he comes in. that ·s where 

he's Yery good-but as to how he plays best , how he comes off best. 
under what circumstances, and in what surroundings 

l ca11·1 sa_,. whether he discusses things that are cla.'>'5ified ,,ith 

her. I would guess he probably wouldn't want to. But they talk 
about ew ry-thing else. They're Yery close. ·what don·t you talk 

ahout with your wife? 

iIAUREEN REAGAN 

~ - haw the ultimaie relationship. They ll't' each other·s 

U ~t friends. We all want to haw that kind of relation
ship. They try things out on each other, using each other as ~uncl

ing boanls. There·s a difference betwcen being an advisc·r and~ 

ing somebody's best fri end . He refines things that he·s thinking 

about liy sa!·ing them out loud and talking to her. Sht' refines 
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things she's thinking about in the sarnc way, and they giw each 
other achiee i11 that way. ThPy haYe alwayi; do11e that, always ~ill. 

Thry are absol utely a team. You <lo not get one \\ithout the other, 
ever. 

There·re alway1- two parts to ever.,ihi11g-the ideas, the am
l,ition, the abil ity to do it . Then thcre·s the rest of us behiud the 

scenes who so1i of rnakC' it all come together and make it all work. 

She has crcatC'cl an e11Yiron111rnt in their liYes that allows him a 
lot of freeclo rn to go out aud explore things that he might not haYe 
under oth C' r circu rnstances. But I don't call that a driYing force. 

My initial react ion is that he would be President no matter 

what right now because I have a feeling of destiny about this par

ticular enterprise. I think it all became possible because of the 
relatio11ship they have, and because they both had a great de.al 
of freedom, and because they have this incredible friendship that 

allows them to talk about thinr,rs. 
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NA...NCY REYNOLDS 

A ail<'." Reagan"s only interest is what's good for the 
J Y Pre5ident. She has no hidden agenda, no other worries 

or concerns. She feels that if there are people who have other 
age11das-and in politics there are always such people-they are 
definitely working at some sort of disa.urnntage to the President 
and she's going to speak up. 

They certainly fuliill each other·s needs, aud perhaps that's 
tlw bar,is for a really successful marriage. They communicat.e with 
one another extremely well. And they have such mutual admira
tion and respect for one another. Based on those two things, they 
agree on most issues. They share so many things in common, but 
mostly they fulfill each other's needs, most of the personal needs 
we all have. He loves and re5pects her very much, and vice versa. 
Like ma&i marriages, no one is eYer gi,·iug fifty-fifty. At one time 

or another someone has done the eighty-twenty bit or ninety-ten . 
They'\'e each had an opportw1ity to be in that position, as aU good 
relationships do. And l th.ink they haYe the bond, a personal bond, 
of all the things they've goue through together. It has only 
strengthened over the years. 

SHEILA TATE 

~ !"St of all , if you know!\ ancy and Ronald Reagan , you 
v'7 know that he's not going to e\'er consider her a liabil

ity. She's his biggest asset , emotionally, and we knew we could get 
that story out to the press. 

To some degree, I think she was a convenient lightning rod , 
and when you have a popular President, ifs hard to attack him. 
H is wife is vulnerable. People took shots at her. 

They're i11cxtricably bound together, but she's certainly 
carved out an independent niche for herself that she can be proud 
of in her own right. l think she's probably teased the Pre5ident 
about the fact that her rating is sometimes a little higher than his 

Do I feel she's a little competitive with the President! Only 
on the friendliest basis We'd say. "We were the lead story on the 
network nev.-s," and she'd say, "I can't wait to tell Ronnie." 

She was probably the best person to address the issue of the 
President ·sage. She'd been through it before She's the closest per

son there is to the President and she knew that it was not an issue. 
,·re were out campaigning and she took that issue bead on. She 

would walk over the rope lines "hen we·d get to an airport and 
imite reporters' questions, and she would welcome that particular 
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'3\rl ,.bw@ one. She had a very good sense tJiat sh(' eould address that ques
tion in a way probably no one else could. 

LYN NOFZIGER 

;{ f21cy's a perfectly normal hurna11 l>cing. When things 
J Y go v.-roug with her hw,band, and she thinks someuo<ly's 

at fault , she gets upset . Then sl1e gets over it. She's protecti,·c of 
him , and that's a good thing. l'm sure all she's concerned about 
is that the people who work for him serYe him well. That's what 
she's concerned about. 

She's more interested in public relations and the President's 
popuJarity than she ~ let's say, in his stickillg to conservative doc
trine Apparently people want it both ways Nancy goes with what 
is best for Ronald Reagan , and certainly part of that ~ Does he 
adhere to his principles? We all of lL'> look at the public relations 
side of it. That's part of politics But 1 don't think that she does 

that to the exclusion of principle. 
She is a very important woman . l don't think she's uncom

fortabl e She feels very strongly that her husuand is the Presi
dent and that he's the man who ought to be taking the credit, the 
person who ought to be out in front. Tu that degree, she has put 
herself somewhat in the background, but. that's not an unusual 
thing for a woman to do. 

ED ROLLINS 

~ ink she is a constant ach·iser. She is without question 
J llis closest friend. She certaillly doesn't try to get involYe<l 

in the day-t~ay policy decisions, but 1 think there's no question 
that when he wants someo1w whose ad nee he trusts, he goes to her. 

He certainly likes it when she reinforces him . \\Then she 
<lisagrees with him, he probaLly really ponders whether he's going 
in t he right direction or not. So I would certainly say he heeds 
her adYice 

She has as much clout as she wants If she wants to weigh 
in 011 something. it certainly becomes the focus of his agenda, and 
can certainly become the focus of a lot of other attention around 
the White House. 

Ronald Reagan is to a certain extent a very solitary man. He's 
unique He has no ego. He has no need for fri ends or adYisers 
or what haw you. He's just very comfortable with himself. And 
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there's one person in that im1er circle, day in and day out , one 
person who's a constant, whose judgment he values above all. I 
think that makes her an C..\.lremely important part of the team. 

I think the President's toughness is totally underestimated. 
He has a real inner toughness-when it comes down to things taht 
are 1-eally crucial and important. he·s there on the line It's easier 
for her to make judgments because she's not dealing face-to-face 
with people the way he is When a staff perwu is not sening the 
President well. the President may stilJ like that person. She·s in 
a little more of an abstract situation . She can make judgments 
based 011 performance, where sometimes other factors enter into 
t he President's judgment. 

She can be very tough. no question about it. 
I don't think he can rely on her any more than he does He 

relies on her so much today. The President has had a career
not just his political career but his moYie career-in which there 
haYe been a lot of people in and out. Making movies, he's had dif
ferent directors, different co-stars But for over thirty years. the 
one constant in his life has been her. Ronald Reagan would be 
very happy on his mountain top, all alone, with one exception
he'd like to have her with him . 
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RICHARD ALLEN 

~President is the kind of man who, by my observation, 
V in dealing with this aule and strong-willed wife, recog

nize,.-; that she's on his side aU the time. H e's able to listen carefu!Jy 
and maybe it infl uences his point of view and maybe it doesn't. 
He doesn't always give expre:.'5ion to whether he approYes of what 
you're doing. saying, or how you're behaving. It's a very in
tert~F;ting feature of the man . 

Tu see Ronald and Nancy Rcaga11 in circumstances of dif
fi culty, as I have see11 them in the pre-campaign days and cam
paign days when things looked pretty dark at one point, and to 
watch them operate at the ·vn1ite House, one sees a reflect ion of 
a relationship that is clearly, in the first instance, grounded in 
love and caring about each other. The fact of the matter is that 
the President misses her if she's away twenty-four or forty~ight 
hours. I t's almost an unbreakable team effort . 

There are lots of things that a husband will not want to do 
in which a wife can help out without her work carrying the con
notation of dirty work. I think that's very helpful. I'm pushed 
frequ ently by my wife and l think he is pushed frequently by 
his wife to do things or not to do things. 

She steps into a role that he probably at least subconsciously 
invites her to fill. I think that's very int.eresting. EYery couple 
that is married knows about those limits on either side. Most 
husbands imite their wives in . Others do not and live to regret 
the day. I think President Reagan has in,ited ~ancy Reagan into 
that realm. She knows what the margin is, the boundary, so to 
speak. alld she operates freely up to that boundary. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

A ai1e~· will fight to her dying da~· to protect Ronald 
J Y Reagan , whether he's actor, governor, private citizen , 

or President. She wants to know, ls be getting out on the patio 
for lunch to get some of that sunshine, \\7.J.afs be having for lunch 
today-, Don't you give him some time in the morning' Give him 
some time in the afternoon so that he can sit at his desk and think 
a little bit himself. She is not the kind of person who would call 
up and say, "You know, I think the SALT talks ought to begin 
February 2." Her primary concern would be his personal need& 

I'm married. Sometimes I win. sometimmes Carolyn win& 
The same is true of the lkagan household . as it is in most 
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household& So111et in1cs they argue aud she' ll prevail, and 
so111cti111cs he'll prevail , hut ifs the most incredi ble love relation
ship I've ever seen in my life between a couple. 

I suppose anybody who's here wants to leaw something of 
thernsch·es as far as their own mark and I'm sure that's probably 
true of Nancy. J'w said this before. If Ronald fu,a.gan had 0\\11ed 
a shoe store, she'd be out there pushing shoes 

DR. BARB ... IBA I{ELLERJ\1AN 

A ai1cy Reagan·s greatest streugths and greatest 
J Y weaknesses haYe the considerable charm of being one 

and the same. Her greatest strength is that she is so tied to her 
husband that she prO\·ides him with the kind of emotional sup
port all of us wish we had . Her greatest weakness is that she is 
so tied to her husband and she proYides him with so much emo
tional support that I think she is relatively ill~quipped to stand 
back and say, "You' re doing th is '"Tong. You might want to take 
another look at thi&" 

Don't look to Naney Reagan to proYide Ronald Reagan with 
a critical perspectiYe On the other hand, do look to Nancy Reagan 
for this em] uring emotional support . 

If we had access to the li,·ing quarters, ewn if we were a fly 
on the wail of the Reagan apartment in the White How;e., I think 
it would be Yery hard for us to underst and fully what goes on. 
l think in the relationship between two people, one doesn't see 
orders being given. Ifs a dyna mic, the way all relationships are 
dyuamic. I don't for a moment believe Naney Reagan orders her 
husband to do this or do that . She makes her opinions felt in cer
tain ways, the wa:· all women and men do in the context of long 
marriages and long relationship& Those opin ions. in a good mar
riage, in a good relationship, »ilJ be taken wry seriously by the 
other person. lt 's that kind of power: that's private; power that's 
abstract, if you will ; power that's articulated much more through 
interpersonal influenee than it is through the usual kinds of 
authority relationships we ~iate with the word "power." 
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NANCY REAGAN 

G/2o pe peopl e like me. I think it ·s been a process of get

J ti ~1g to know me, anJ th at too k a long tim e. Probably 

so!l1 e of it was my fa ul t, some th eirs. It was so new to me. I 

didn't kn ow quite what to do, au d there·s no training for this 

j ob. Wh en something is new to me, and I'm a little shy about 

doi11g something, then I tend to hol d ba ck. 

The first year was a bad yea r for lots of reasons. I had all 

thPSl' pPrsonal probl ems that were on my mind and I was 

holdi11g ba ck. 

Th t• re wasn't a de liberate sitting down a nd saying. "Now 

I ·w got to turn this around." It wasn't that . 1 ' m no different 

than I ever was. But as tim e went Oil , I beca me more used t o 

th e job, and more used to being here. 1 got past the first year. 

I always knew I wanted to be im·olwd in the drug prob

lc111. aml th en I had more time. J was mor e read y for it , and 

it just e\'ol ved. 

There isn't any clearly defined role for the First Lady. You 

111ake of it what you want . I SC'e my role as what I ' m doing. I 

didn't realize that you had such a t remendous platform , if you 

were in terested in one particular thing. to try t o advance it 

31 

an d i11for111 peo ple and gl't :\'Ou r fee li11gs across. J"ve chosen 

th at wa.Y. But th e!!. ewry body has th eir own \H1.\·. 

TI H' t er m " the right image'' seems to 111 c such a phony kind 

of slagPd t hing-1 'm going to cane out this image and that's 

\Yhat 1 ·11 be. J\ ow, whatewr kind of im age that conjures up in 

pt·o p lt-'s 111 i11ds, I don·t know. But all I can do is be ni~--st>lf. I'm 

n ot ~oi ng to be like anyuody l' lsc. J'rn going t o be Nanr:,· 

Hca ga11 . So l '11 push the things that I'm i11t erested in . T hat's 

th e way it's bee11 c.:11 through history. E\'ery Fi rst Lady has 

hl' r 0\\' 11 part icu lar style or her own parti cu lar indiYiduality 

and gt0 ts li er ow11 partic u lar critic ism. 

Is it trul' I ca n be "rc le11 tless"1 l th ink l know what I want. 

But. aetually, I wou ld think that if I were work ing for 

so111d>od y, I would rat her work for a pe rson wh o kn ew what 

sh l' wa nt ed . The other would be very cc))lfusing t o me. I 

wou Id n ·t kn ow if thi s is wh at she want ed or if that's wh at she 

want ed . We haw a lot of laughs, th ough if I 'm upset about 

s0111 cthi11g th at so mebod :,·'s do11e, I t e11cl t o just pull back . A 
cu rtain eornes dow11 . Now I don't k11 ow whet her t hat's good 

or ba d. but that's always bee n so. I d on't yell and shout and 

throw things. I just pull ba ck. 

Nd C br A/I@ 
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E wr_d.JOdy who's ure11 here k11 ows th r job's tough . I would 

llt'H' r c riti c izr anot hrr First Lady. I nrve r knew that Mary 

Lin t'.o ln was crit icizcd so krribly. Well , she wa,;;, Across the hall, 

t hl'rr ·s a painting of .1\1 rs. Coolidge. It's a bra utiful paint iug. 

he r s tanding with their dog. Sh r was criti cized because sup

p osl'd ly the re were peopl e who said that her dress was really 

short er than it was-it was real!:-· kind of a flapper styit'-and 

that sh r had hacl it painted on a11cl add ed to and it was 11 01 th e 

<ln'SS at the Smithso11ian. Then ' was a wh ole big flap about 

this. l\lrs. Lincoln was criti c ir,cd for sp e11ding $2 ,000 on her 

inaugural gown. Crit icism comes with the j ob. 

I d on't think l '111 getting all that bad a press now. I thi11k 

as tl1i11gs haw sctt!rd d own and peo ple ha\'C gotte n t o kn ow 

llll' rn ore, they know that a lot o f things were not tru e. 

I hear a lot of tim es. "\\'ell , Nancy Re agan wa!lt s this. or 

1\a11 ey H(•agan wants that ," wh en l'w ne\'Cr said a11_\·thi11g 

abou t it and I d o1i't kn ow wh at th ey ' r e talking about . 

Dot's the Presid C' 11t s0111et im es say 11 0 t o me! Su re. Docs his 

11 0 a lways end it ! Not always. I ' ll wait a little while: th e n I ·11 
t•o 111 e bae k at hi111 again. 

C e,, pfv \y 

JI/ 

1t 1·t•,tl I:-· rec1e hcs a poi11t whe r(' s0111et 11 ing ·s gone mu ch too 

far. i11 rny opini on . So it sc· e11 1s t o me, sometimes. that if you 

ca11 cat eh it befo re it reat:l1 l's that poi11t wh ere a lot of p eopl e 

are 111c1ybc hurt , then it's easi e r t o st op it right in th e begin

ning-. rathC'r tlrn n let it buil d up a head of st eam. 

I don't ha,·e as mue h "e lout'' as tli t' :-· say I d o. I d on' t gr t 

i11rnln'd in how t o bal a nc<· th e budgPt o r hO\\. t o n 'du ce th e 

tkfi c it or fore ign affa irs or what ew r. but I d o g et inrnh·cJ 

i11 p l'opl e issu es. I think 1·111 aware of p eo pl e wh o are tr:-·i11g 

1u takl' adrn11tage of 111:· hus l,a ntl . wh o are trying to e11 d -ru11 

hint. 

Solll et illl es he'll want t o t a lk about proble ms and 

sometimes he won't. Sometimes his mind is so busy and so occu

pied , hr just wants t o go right t o th ose papers as soon as he 

gets his dinner. AuJ then, there's not much conwrsation about 

it . Other tim es. he does want t o talk about it. 

I didn't think it was fair wh en I'd pi ck up the pape r and 

I'd read that he was 8 warm ongc•r. that li e was ready to go to 

war a11d so 011 . I k11 ow that tha t's simply untrue. H e's trying 

to do e\'erything h e c:an to aYert war a11J bring about p eace. 

That conc erns me t oo. I was i11 fa\' or of a meeting with 

Gro111:·ko. I thouglit that was a good id ea , and I'm glad he 

ca n1 e. 

Il l' am1 my husband were oYer at the Ornl Offil'e al one, 

a11d haYing dismissed ew r: ·bod:-· else. l was asked t o come 

d own tot he Red Houm a11 d be th ere t o greet them whe n they 
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gut back . They can1c• i11, and we sa id hell o, and they cam e 

around with the trayR ll c took som e tomat o juice or som et hi11g, 

l took a Perrier, and ht- toast ecJ me and 1 toasted him and then 

it was just sort of small talk. I think we were talking about 

the metric syste111 . 11 <' tu rn ed a11d looked at me and sa id , "ls 

~·ou r husb a nd in favor of peace or "arf ' And I said , "Peace." 

And IH' said. "Are you sure?" And I said , 'Tm sure." And he 

said , "\\'ell , then, you whisper ' Peace' in his ear eYcry night." 

A11d l said. " I will. I ·1 1 also wh isper it int o your ea r.'' 

I haveid much t1111 c to IJe lon ely. \\ e p1ungeo 111 w so 1111:111., 

things righ t away, thcrP isn' t tirn e. Wh en we went to church 

011 c Sunday, my husLan d sa id , " Look at this schedule. It used 

to be so simple just to go to church. All we· re doing is going 

to church , a nd look at all these people wh o are involved ." Or, 

if we go to Camp David , he' ll say, " What are al l those 

heli eo pt ers doing out thereT" You know, he still can't get over 

it that ewrything takes so many peop lr around you . 

I think he's happy. H e enj oys being in the position of being 

abl e to try to do th e things he fe els very strongly about and 

has for a long tim e. Yes. I think he·s happy. 

Sometimes, it's very hard . At this particular time, with 

what's haµp en ing worldwid e and certainly in this country, 

with th P deficit and so 011. Tremendous. 

Being govern or of Ca liforni a was very good training for 

this j ou, particular ly because, as he said oft c11 during the cam

paig n , he camr in as gon:rnor wh en th e st at e was in almost 

th r sarn t· position as th (' country. It was broke financially and 

su 011. You just multiply that hy I doii't know how many times. 

Of course. California did11' t baYC a forei g n policy. 

I t's more work than I th ought it would be, for me. I can't 

speak for him. Il e brings hark stacks of papers that he reads 

eve ry nigh t, in h is st udy or the li,·ing roo m, what.ever, un ti l 

he fall s asl eep at elHen -thirty or midnight . And he gets 

frustrat ed by the e11tre11chrd bureaucraey-beca use it 's an 

entrenched bureaucraey. 

I haw moments of accepti ng that my husband is Presi 

clcn t , and then moments of thinking I'm not really here. I was 

interested when Prime Minist er That cher was here. She said 

so111Pwhat the same thing Lo my husband . She said , "Do you 

ever haw t imes when you think of othrr beads of state and you 

think , oh. they must be so brilliant , so manelous, and so extra 

spec ial ! And thell you r eali zr that you ·re a head of state, and 

you think . I'm just an ord inary person." · 

Th ere was a trr memlous emotional upheaval that I didn't 

count 011-at leaving our hom e and our child ren. l ' m sure you 
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saw the pi cture of Pattie and some ot hers at the house crying. 

And 11 1y crying. There was all this extrn in it that I real ly 

hadn"t counted 011 . ..-\ II of it together did get me down for a 

whik. B ut I' m e11,it1ying it. Yes. I am enjoying it . 

LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

r-;;r:; First Lad:· belongs to th e peopl e. Shr has 

V th ousands of lett r r,; addressed to her eYCry month. 

ask ing for advice·, eo1J solatio11 . help. What she does is refl ect eel 

th rough out th e entirt' l'n ited States. If she has good posturt>. 

111 ot hers say to th t•ir daught ers. "Stand up straight. D011·1 you 

see l\lr-:,;. Reagan ha !- good p<1s tu rer · If shr has a good figur,'. 

t'Wr.rnne wa nt s to loo k like:- her. If she has a beauti ful hollle 

an d has good tast l'. fc' Wry,rnE- wants to haw the sarn<' ap r icot

color li,·i11g room that sh t- has. anJ banana yellow on th e walls. 

EwryotH' want s to 1.'0py th f' First Lady. 

The refore. if sin· is intt lligent and if sh e has s1yl e and 

gra ee. it's pretty 11i t·t' to copy someone like that. She alw is a 

wond erful helpmat-: to ht r husband . a true part ner. And 

alt lwui;h she doesn't ma k., policy drcisions. the mere fa ct that 

slit• is the ultirnatt• sy mpatlt etic ear at night wh en th e Presi

dt•nt of thl' l'nitl-d States returns to his prirnte qua rters is wr.,· 
i111pc1rta11t. 
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Jt 's impossible to pl ease all the puulic. But things 

st ra ighte11 out through the years and various First Ladies have 

bee n criti cized for ueing overly involved in Whi te H ouse 

affairs. People forget that and remember them for their intel

li!{ence. I think Mrs. Reagan is estab lishing a very classic, 

wo11 ck rfu I path , lrnd ing a supportive ca rt o her husband Lut 

not e\·en pretending to interfere in puulic policy. 

I d oubt there's a man aliw wh o is i11 low with his wife and 

d oL·s ri't t rnst lr er intuit ion. She secs a lot 011 her own, I· Ill sure, 

that th e• Pres i<l ent doesn' t. I think it 's goo<l to have that kind 
of advi ce. 

I think she will go down in history as one of the very finest 
First Ladies uecause she has gone through uad publicity and 

surniou11ted it so uea utifully. She has done such w01iderful 

things with her drug program , her foster children program, 

and so forth. She's been involved in a lot of things. She is work

ing han.1 011 the drug program at a ti111e wlicn drug and alcohol 

abuse is really a wry serious problem iu this country. She's 

right on target. And what sh e does is very effective. She has 

iufluC'u ce. She works hard at it. I think she also derives great 

satisfaction from see ing th e good that she does. 

There's a growth process in every First Lady. I 've seen it 

in every single one of them. Mrs. Ford went through great per

sonal proulerns a11d rose t o su rm ount th em. Rosalynn Carter 

and Lady Bird J ohnson. wow. I mean LiHly Bird does things 

t o this day. She has power and influence in the whole field of 

world wildlife and preservation that she never would ha\'e had 

if she hadn't been Firsi Lady and if it hadn't evolved during 

her years as First Lady. 

l\lrs. Reagan has evoln·d, too. If they are smart, int elligent 
wom en , if they have th ei r eyes and ea rs open, and th ey do11't 

st1L'cu 111 u to prejudices. all First Ladi es evolw and Lecome 

greater peo ple. If nothing else. they do1t't get any money out 

of it. and though they get a lot of grief out of it , they also 

den·lop inwardly an d store up a tremendous amount of 

kn owledge. It must affC<'t their whole lives for ever and ewr. 

O11ce you're out of the Whit e llouse, a First Lady has to lie 

ver~· changed and has to be very involved in what ·s goiug on 

around her. Just think of all the newspapers they suddenly 
start t o read. 

WIH' n you're that busy, you don't have time to give in to 

grief. You just keep pl owiug ahead. That's one of the perks 

of th L' job. You·n., so many things you have to d o. There's this 

l' llornious sclw<lul e lai d out for you . You don' t have time to 

d wt>II 011 grief or sadness or fear. You just push ahead and do 

r--
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your j ob. And I think that's what she's done. First Ladies have 
to realize that when Urey c6~e into the job-Claire Luce had 
a marvelous expressioh- ,..n~od deed goes unpunished ." 
They keep doing good deeds for the White H ouse, for their 
cou11try, and they're constantly criticized for it. But you have 
to go ahead and keep on anyway. 

Both Mrs. Reagan and Mrs. Kennedy are remarkably 
good-looking, remarkably kind and motherly in many ways. 
The two of them can be compared a great deal. What makes 
Mrs. Reagan so unique is the wonderful love affair that she 
has with her husband. They're like young lover& It's wonderful 
to sec them walk down the hall hand in hand. I keep remind
ing my husband that wc never hold hands. The Reagans hold 
hands al I the time. And I think America loves that. It's a great, 
great symbol of marriage. ,,---

It 's very hard w~n ·you'r~ :working your utmost to do the 
right thing in your job,ancf you're giving it your all , to see J}~ 
it put in the headlines as something negative. It's very 
frustrating. Of course she was hurt and frustrated in the I¥Un 
beginni11g and , intelligent woman that she is, she learned to - ---------
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accept it, to expect it, and not to be bothered by it. You have 
a choice in the White House: you either have a complete 
nervous breakdown or you learn to forget it. And that's what 
she has done. 

Mrs. J ohnson came along in history at just the right 
moment because the youth started to revolt and the women's 
movement began. And women started leaving the home in 
droves to go to work. She was such an executive, the women 
related to her and were insp,ired and encouraged by her. When 
Mrs. Reagan came into the White House, there was a tremen
dous need for the whole subject of husband and wife to be seen 
in a new light. People were putting each other down and the 
new young woman executive was perhaps too aggressive. All 
of a sudden, here was an old -fashioned family coming back 
into the W bite House. It was a great moment for that to hap
peu because not only was she a fantastic wife but she also 
developed these programs of her own . 

The whole idea of husband and wife plus the woman who 
does not work but involves herself in the nou-profit sector in 

• a very meaningful way, it all came along at the right time in 
history. The First -~dy 'is always a role model for women, 
whether she likes it or ,,not, and whether they like it or not, they 
look up to her. And ~hat'she does is very important to all the 
young womeu who are getting their MBAs and to women who 
are trying to save their marriages and all of this. It's of tremen
dous sociological importance. 

I think there were more women who applauded her, com-
ing back with some of the old-fashioned, more conservative 
values at a time when we needed them. America's feminist 

,...... . 
movement bas taken such great strides and has gone forward 
so fast that the whole subject of having children and being 
married needed paying attention to. And she's done it. 

NANCY REYNOLDS 

A /2.hing prepares you for being First Lady, nothing. 
J r Basically, Washington is not a city that wishes you 

well. So I think you comei n h~re really unprepared for the 
onslaught of personal and press criticism . Mother Theresa .. - -.. ' 

could be in the White House and within six months there 
would be some sort of expose story about something she 
bad done. 

In Nancy Reagan's case, she is a woman who always takes 
things a day at a time. She concentrates entirely on one proj-
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ect, and her own personal concerns about the President's 
welfare come at the top of the list. Getting settled in the White 
House, making it a home, not just a public house, was a very 
important thing for her. So she concentrated on getting the 
house the way she wanted it and making it a comfortable, 
warm and welcoming place for the President at the end of the 
day. 

She's always been like that. I think she was just totally un
prepared for the fact that people expected, as they often do 
unrealistically, a kind 'Of F:.i!_-st Lady who was going to leap 
into a project immediately and become something they felt she 
should be. Now Nancy Reagan has always had a couple of proj
ects in the years I've knowu her. The Foster Grandparent pro
gram and preventing drug abuse have been the two things that 
she's always been interested in, always put time in on. When 
she got to Washington , she wanted to continue with the Foster 
Grandparent program because she knew it, she felt comfort
able in it, she had really put her mark on it all those yea.rs, and 
had done extraordinary things for the program. 

What happens in Washington is that people try to push 
projects on you. Nancy Reagan has her own best instincts 

/ 

about what she wants ~-clo, pow it's going to work for her, and 
the kind of time she's gfrlng to give it. She felt that, except for 
the Foster Grandparent program and her interest in the drug 
program , she wanted to take a little time and see what was 
ahead. I think she became buried in the details and interests 
of what to do in the White House, managing a large staff. She 
had never been a manager before. All of her staff were new 
people-from her pre~ secretary to her social secretary
people she had just met. I think it was kind of overwhelming 
at first. So she was unprepar"ed for good old Washington and 
the immediate criticism that comes your way if you're not con
forming to Washington's rules of how they think the First 
Lady should behave. 

Her performance at that Gridiron dinner changed her im
age; most certainly the President's near death did . The 
assa~ination attempt had a tremendous effect on her, &Shad 
her own father's death . All of these things coming in the first 
year. All of them were traumatic, although the Gridiron was 
fun . __ _ _ __ _ ___ _ ______ _ 

People always ask, "has Nancy Reagan changedT" She , 
really has not. What has changed is the perception of her. For 
years and years and years, we pad all been saying, here·s this 
wonderful , witty, fun~y. c~g, loyal , intensely dedicated 
woman , but no one ever wanted to hear it. I attended 
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thousands of press briefings and listened to hundreds of press 
women interviewing her over the years. In the sixties, in 
Sacramento, you were dealing with young, sixties reporters, 
most of them ardent feminists who came in which a chip on 
their shoulder, already making up their minds, and with a very 
cynical view of a First Lady who cared about her family first 
and foremost. 

She is not someone who likes to make speeches or public 
appearances unless it ·son behalf of her particular interests. 
I think she was a ·ne.n-ous wreek, appearing before the 
Gridiron . You never k.now-how ifs going to come off. But it 
showed the side of her that lll--e\•e all known for years. You could 
feel the differences in the audience. You could feel people 
judging her very differently from this woman they had made 
casual assumptions about. She turned out to be something 

_ quite different. 
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Slie·s a wry complex person sometim es. Slif' has many sitles 

to hl'r, a nd thi,- was a side no one had ever seen. Anrl wh en she 

did the e11c:orc, you kn ew she was ha\'ing fun . You can sense 

wh en people approve of what you·re doing. The apµlause was 

t n •n1 e11Jo us. That one in cid ent showed that she basieall,r has 

exc:e lll'n t insti1,cts about herself and what she fee ls will be good 

and wh at will be natural for her. She never ext ends those 

bound aries by trying to do sornething th at is1i"t natural, that 

isri"t som ething she would d o in ordinary life. Poking fun at 

herself at th e Gridiron dinn er was her way of perhaps saying. 

\\'el I. if I g () t off to a rocky start , let's haw a few laughs about 

it because 1 ' m going t o be around for a while. 1 think that was 

the turning point. There's n o question about it. 

1 d on't think on substance that you can sa,r Nancy Reagan 

has influenced policy. She expresses herself as we all do to the 

Presid ent when we have the opportunity. H e always list ens 

wry int ently. Of course, he adores Nancy. Many times she's 

right aml he's n ot right . At lrast we feel that way. But 

sornetimes he will accede if he feels that it's something he hasn't 

thought about. lt's more style than substance. She ne\'er claims 

to be an expert. She certainly is knowledgeable and und er

standing about a lot of things, but Nan cy Hcagan is a back

t o-basies person . 

1 th in k she sees her husband ac; a man of peaee. H e -i.~ a man 

of JH'al·c. To that en<l, It hink sue will always offer up solutions 

and ideas and comm ents, as we all d o a ny time we' re askC'J, 

and ew11 so1n eti111es wh en we're' not. 
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But Ro 11a ld fu!aga n is his own man. J think she lr as in 

flu ence in th e geMral sense. but any wife of all th ost' yettrs 

is going to have an op ini oll . And his daught C' r Maun•clJ , who 

sµe11ds a g-reat deal of tim e at the White H ouse, most ccrt.ainly 

has a lot of infl uence. He doesn't always agree with her, e ither. 

That's what ma kes it such a11 in te resti ng family. 

\\°h t' JJ I first met Kan cy &agan , sh e was a housewife in 

her forti es wh o had never been 011 th e carn paign t rai I before. 

H.ollald Reagan ha d done a lot of ca mpaigning for Senator 

Goldwater, and she had stayed home as most wives d o and 

loYed bein~ in that rather p rntected enYironment. Tu be thrust 

all of a sudden int o Sacrament o an d asked to live in an old 

mansi on that was a firetrap and not near any schools-that 

was a Lig st ory in th ose days, that Kancy Tu>agan said the 

gowrn or 's mansion wasn't good enough for her. In fact, it 

wasn't safe enough. The fire department said there was no way 

they'd en·r get off that second fl oor if a fire canre along. The 

wood was rot.ting. It was in an awful neighborhood. Now it's 

a museum. 

So shl' insisted 011 moYing to a suburb. That sounds a lit
tl e sill_,. 11 0w, but in those d ays.. it was pretty courageous. She 

took a lot of flak from th e press on that. She want ed a normal 

l ife for her children. especially for her young son, and in a 

11 r ighborhood , in a house, that loo ked just l ike all the other 

houses. That was what she wanted . Ultimately, it was the best 

th inf:!. But :rnu're damn ed if ~-ou do and damned if you don't. 

I think she found out the hard " ay. These things all ma<le sense 

to her. She really couldn't understand that anybody wouldn't 

agree that it was a sensible thing to <lo. 

K ancy Reagan never held a press confe rence tire whole 

ti111 r sh e was in Sacrament o. She felt it was presumptuous. 

Thrre were a few incident<; where sh e had press in or 

something. but she neYer rea lly called a press conference, 

exc.:rpt for one time. That was when a man who "as a leader 

of the op posit ion in California publicly criticized her for try

ing to solicit furniture for a gowrnor ·s mansion that "asn't 

eYeu buil t. She was trying to get people to donate antiques or 

old California pieces. and there was a big critical piece in the 

paper. Shr called-a press conference the next day and just ab

solutel y let him have it. It was the only tim e 1 ever saw her do 

that. She had her dander up and she felt that they had gone 

far e11ough. That was the end of t he criticism. There was newr 

another article. and she got tremendous donations of furniture 

anti antiques from people who v.anted to gi ve them to the state 

t o be usl'd in a govern or's man~~on in the rj_ght way. 

l 
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DR. BARBARA KELLERM.AN 

~-e's 11 0 set defiuitio11 for the rol e of F'irst Lady. The 

V rok as realized at any. give11 moment in time r eally 

ch·pends largely on three separatt' fa ctors. On e is th e woman 

who·s fill in g it . Two is t.he man s!i (•s mar ried to. And three, by 

11 0 Ill can s t he least important, is the temper of th e times. One 

can predict that a First Lady in th e nin etee n-eighties will be 

diffrrcn t from a First Lady in th e fifti es. 

There are lots of comm on den om inato rs among First 

Ladi l's, and in powerful ways the rol e has stayed remarkably 

the sa111e as it was twenty and thirty years ago. 

Tht:>rc was one First Lady who deviated somewhat from 

the norm in our recent history and that was Rosalynn Carter. 

Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter were very close before they 

enterrd th e White House. ThPy wer l' certai11ly well mat ched 

a11cl partners, in effect, during the four years that they were 

int lt c W hit c H ouse. But Rosalynn Ca rter always took a very 

strong int erest in the substance of her husba nd"s political life. 

If that 's your interest. as First Lady. th en the nature of the 

relati onship and the nature of what you talk about and how 

you deeide to spend your time-lit erally. how your days are 

spent-will <liffer enormously than if you are more like Nancy 

Hea~an, which is to say, less interested in substance and more 

interest ed in being protective of her husban<l , as we know her 

to lw. 

H.osalynn Cart er was int erviewed in th e '''hite House by 

Barbara Walters. She was asked quest ions 011 policy matters. 

She was asked about c11ergy, about health. about the political 

situation . You will uotice that when Nan ey Reagan is inter

viewl'u . there's rarely a question directed at her about any 

substa11tiw policy issues. 

This is not to say that, in the priYacy of thei r own quarters. 

th ey don't discuss these issues. But I think it's safe to guess, 

frolll the eYidence that we haYe, that she's not as interested in 

th rse matters as her predecessor was. Rather, she sees it all 

through a political lens of sorts, that is. how it will politically 

affect th P well-being of her husban <l . That should not be 

light I:· dismissed, because White House life is political life. 

I think Nancy pla,'·s a la1-ge role with regard to personnel 

matters. though I don't believe she plays a larger role than 

otht' r First Ladi es haYe-compared, let's say. t o Rosalynn 

Cartt•r. which is the most obYious comparison because they've 

been th e most powerful First Ladies of rece nt times. Auyone 

who reads the newspapers knows that Naney Reagan helps her 

1./8 . 
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hu slJand make decisions with regard to who should be around 

hi 111 , and when somebo<ly lets her husban<l d own and gets him 

int o trouble-we ha,·e sc, rne rerent evi<lence of so-calle<l sloppy 

staff work-there are imm e<l iat ely reports that Nancy Reagan 

is furi ous at this and is d oing everything she possibly can to 
111ake sure it doesn't happen again. 

lf you ' re going t u look at the rece nt First Ladies, they 

really nee<l to br Yi cwed in th eir own srparate categories. In 

dif fe rent ways. th ey all exerted power. 

,Ja c4 11 elin e Kenn edy cert ai nly was divorced from the 

pol iti cal life of her hu sbarnl. 011 the other hand , she was so 

attra ctiYc a fig-ure, sueh a star in the White House, that her 

aura by oslllosis al rn ust lent him an aura of sorts To be a med ia 

ct'lebrity is to exert a kind of political clout, eYen if that clout 

is only in t erms of public relations. 

Lady Bird Johnson was for many years-in fact , during 

th t' entire J oh11so11 marriage-what l call his trusted and in

d isp('11sabll' junior business partner. She was junior because 

sh e kn ew or felt hersplf to be junior an<l never claime<l to be 

hi s equal the way Rosalynn and Jimmy would say, " We' re 
partners.' ' 

At th e same tim e, sh e was always engaged in his political 

life, indispensabl e to rus politi cal lifr, and remained so in the 

\\'h ilt> H ouse. So he r clout during her husband 's White House 

te11un• d erived frolll vari ous political aetiviticsshe undertook 

011 lll'r own . For exa111p le. duri11~ the 196-1 campaign. there was 
th t• ' 'Lady Bird Spel' ia l:· whi ch was one of the first efforts 

by a F'irst Lady to step out 011 her own, to campaign alone, and 

t o really become a political figure in her own right. 

Sh r also had hPr own projects. She had highway 

1,eaut ificat ion an<l conSt>natio 11 and so forth and so 011. 

Throu~h Lyndon J uhnson·s d ependence 011 her, through her 

lung historical ties t o his political career, and through her own 

pr0jeL·ts-i11 at least three ways-she played a political role. 

Pat Nixon's political d out was perhaps less than that of 

an:· of the ot her recent First La<lies. Basically, there are two 

wa:·s t o be politically powerful in the White House or to have 

so111P politica l impact there. One is through you r tie to your 

husband, like ?\ an cy· Reagan's; aud the other is to be su ch an 

attracti w, imposing. or impres;ive figure in your own right 

th at you get media att en tion an d politi cal attention th e way 

Ja L·qu Plin e Ken nedy d i<l. Pat l\ixon, although she wasatten

t in· poli tica lly. and pl ayeJ her role capably and well , simply 

didn ' t haw that strung a relationship with her husband . Nor 

was she so attract iw. to those int erested in political life and 
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political cultu re, that sh C' <.kriw<l any clout from that. So she 

had less of an impact tha11 other First Ladies. 

Bctt:· For<l is a se parat e story. The Fords entered the 

Wh itl' House i11 a very unusual way. There was no carnpaign . 

\'irtually owrnight , th t>y were catapulted from relat ive 

olts(' urit:· into the Whit e ll ouse. She pla:·ed a very important 

rok in those early months. rnaking hilll bettr r kn own , attract

ing attention in her own right . S hor tly after they entered the 

White Il ouse, she deYelop1'd bn' ast cancer. She was very open 

auout her breast cancer, whi eh other wo111 en in public life ha<l 

11ut been up to that rno111c11t. Frolll that point 011, she became 

rath er a loved figure. Wh en he ran for President , for what 

really a111 ounte<l t o th r first tim e, in 1976. buttons began ap

J>l'ari ng: " Betty's Husband in th e W hite H ouse" or " Betty for 

Presi<le11t : · She really bP1..·an1 e a very popular First Lady. and 

i11 111cu1y ways <lcsen-e<lly su. 

Zs-s42t1c b 

What the publi c expects from a First Lady d epe nds on 
th e te1nper of the tim es. It's a diffi c ult balancing act 

nowarlays brcause we all live in a very different tim e with 

r cirard to wom en and what women are supposed to do a11d 
wlr at we exµect. 

Nancy Reagan's exper ience as First l.Jady is so111rwhat 

at:·pi ca l. The more co 11 w nti onal pattern for First Ladies. 

and indeed for pres id ent ial familirs and presiclr nts, is for 

everyone associated wit h a new administratio n to haw 

so111ething of a honeymoon , and this extends t o th e Presi

<le11t's wife. People are usua lly wi thholding judgment . For 

what.ever reason , Nancy &agan's career as a First Lady has 

been reversed . She was und er much more attack during the 

first year than she has been since, an<l appears to be in much 

bett er shape now with regard to her public appearances and 

her appreciation by the public than she was in the begi11ning. 

The interesting question to ask about Nancy Reagan is 

exactly how she r eversed the trend. I think you haw to look 

at the three critical fact ors, the three pieces of the "First 

Lady Puzzle.' ' One is Nancy herself. She is much more com

fortabl e now as First Lady than she was in th e begin ning. 

Sir e's more relaxed. She's less defensiYe, less sclf-protecti\·e 

and has simply gotte11 accustomed to the rol e in a way sh e 

was 11ot at the very begi11ning. Second , there's the traj ectory 

of h('r husband's career. In the very beginning, th e Reagans 

were an unknown quantity, \\·ashington outsiders. ~ o 011 e 

knew how this so-called B movie actor frolll H ollywoo<l would 

fare in the \Yhite House. I think the evidence has been that 

he has had in many ways a remarkably successful presidency. 

And his 1984 electora l victory is evidence of the fa ct that 

hr is widely admired. liked , respect ed . Peop le enjoy ha,·ing 

hilll in the White H ouse. If you enjoy haYin g a parti cular 

Pr·eside11t in the Whit e H ouse, you are also enjoying ha\·

ing the First Lady in the White House. 

Finally, it has to do with the times. The lli'agans sue

cel'de<l the Ca rt ers. In the beginning, the Carte11, were much 

ad111ired for th eir r elatiwly simple styl e. Jimmy Carter 
would go on camera sitting by the fireplace in a cardigan 

sweat.er. In th e beginning of his administration that was 

regarded as an asset. A little later on. people began to hunger 

for a bit more glamour in the White H ouse. 

When Nancy Reagan first came on the scene, she was 

something of a culture shoc k. Yirtually o\'eruight , we had 

go11e from the relatiwly simple peanut farmer from Geof¥ia 

t o a Hollywood couple. And this was perhaps too rap id a 
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111ow111 e11t for the J\111(•rica11 pul.Jli c to take to. It wa.s one 

thing to haYe t oo simple a White H ouse. lt was another thing 

t o have a White House that appeared t o us t o I.Jc run more 

like a monarchy than a d emocratic repul.Jlic. So for all three 

reason s-her own comfort wi th the situ at ion. her husband's 
popularit)·. a11d the fa ct that we've n ow gotten used to and 

rather fond of a more glamorous lifestyle-she's d oing so 

mu ch I.Jetter now than she did in th e l.Jegi1111i11g. 

The reason First Ladies are such easy targets is that 

thC'y'rC' so exposed. The combination of !Jeing out front and 

a,;sociated i11evital.Jly with thr policies, id eology, and attitudes 

of their presi<l ential mate makes them vulnerable on multi

ple levels. The trick is for them to find a line between seem

ing t o be politically appropriate anJ yet personally 

supportive. That's not easy, as we've seen, in presidents' wives 

anJ in candidates' wives. 

Some, like Jacquel ine Ken ne<ly and Nancy Reagan. do 

fepl a fairly strong need to keep themselves out of the public 

lirnelight . Some, like Lady Bird Johnson and Rosalynn 

Carter, howe\'Cr shy th ey may both have been to begin with

anJ there's ample testimony to suggest that the~- both began 

as very shy ladies-somehow overcame this and became 

publi c persona& 

If you look at a book such as Lady Bird Jol111s cm ·s ffhil c 

l1011s e Dia,·y, which is a big, fat tome abou t her activities 

in th e ·whit e House, you will see that there was very littl e 

ti111 e in th ose years that was kept t o herself. Whenner sl:Je 

had a prirnte minut e or two, she almost wrote about it 

ctpologl'tically, a.s if she Wl're indulging herself. Rosaly11n 

Carter. t oo. was a workaholic, and most of that work life was 

political life. 

Na11 ey Reagan is a more prirnt c figure tha11 her 

prrdecessor, a more private figure than Lady Bird Johnson . 

But with th e passage of time, we' re seeing her in crea.5ingly 

comfortable with those moments wh en sh!." is in public . 

Most First Ladies end up taking 011 the aura of their 

husbands. As much as we would like to say. "Let's look at 

the First Lady in isolation from her presidential mate." I 

think finally the way hist ory will rem ember them, except 

for the few students of the subject of First Ladies, is the 

way their husbands are remembereJ . Successful presidents 

will tend to be accompanied in the mind 's eye by succe&5ful 

First Ladies. The r everse is also tru e. 

This is not to say that there are n o distinctions mad e. 

Lyndon J ohnson is known as a very complicated man. His 
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presidene)· was in some ways wry great. in others tragic

ally flawed. while Lady Bird John soIJ is almost uniYCrsally 
adrnired. 

If Nan e.Y Reagan goC's down in history favorably, as a 

govd First Lady, then 1 think sh e is good in the ways that 

rnatt er-sh t' is supportiw of her husba11J. she is appropriate 

in public. But finally sh e will be rem embered in relation

ship t o Ronald Reagan's pres iden cy. 

She unJerstands it very well. and I think she's extremely 
happ)·. 

SHEILA TATE 

GZ111 ernbe r one day when tlw n · was an illCOnSequen

J ~ial st ory in th e press. A reference attributed 

something happening in th e West Wing to her influence. It 

was something she didn't ewu kn ow about , didn't. haYe any 

idea what the~· were talking a!Jout . Siw said. "You know, some 
dc1ys. I feC'l like if it rain s. it rnust be my fault." And I 

n·111 P11 1ber thinking that she must fe-e l so powerless sometimes 

t o control some of th es(• ewnts because if someone wants to 

r·: 1. 
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attriliutC' so111 ethi11g to you Yia an unna111ed sou rre, what can ' 

you d o~ ShC''s not able t o d efe nd herself constantly. She was 

d eeply upset abou t it a!lcl conce rned that there should be 

su 11 1<' way to change it. 
Il ow did she turn it aroundY She got on ai1 airplane and 

hardly ne r came ba ck to th l' Whit e H ouse. She was on the 

road 11wnt h after month aftl'r m onth . She Yisite<l treatm ent 

e1•1 1t \'rs where she aske<l kids. "Te ll me what hap pene<l 1 Why 

did thi s happen t o you1 \\'h at cou ld you han <loneY " Sh C' 

said. " You kn ow, :'·ou ca n't learn un less you listen." 

She would ban l.i ee n on the road four mont hs ear lier 

had it not been for th C' Li byan terrorist t hreat , whi ch con

strain t>d us from trawling fo r a wh ile. S o we went out as 

sou 11 in the new year as we l'O ulcl . That first tri p hea rt ened 

he r so 111u ch because s he saw kid s responding t o he r. She 

saw that. in just ,·isiting one-on -on e. she was haYing an 

i111part. an<l she got so imm ersed in that subject tha t I think 

slH· forgo t about herself. 

If you d on't set an ag('n da , it is set for you . If Na11 ey 

lt.:airnn . in that firs t year. is meeting privat e ly anJ it 's 11 0 1 
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making an irnpact on the pcreept ion in the media , th en, obvi

ousl y, we' r r not setting our own agenda. eYen though we' r (' 

J oi ng the work. 

We set our own agenda . And it was Yisil.ily don e. Shl• 

went out 011 the roaJ . She in\·iteJ the press to come with 

her. Slw t oo k the can1era th at you were shi n in g on he r and 

t11r11 ecl it around a11d focused it on a cau~e- 011e s he cou ld 

d o sornC't l1ing- about. 

We' re talk ing about. prol.inb ly. a thirt:'·-point ri se in th(' 

polls, what Dick Wirthl in ca lls a tl1 errn orn et er ratiIJg. Di ck 

explain l'<l t o me that it's Yery unusual fo r a kn own pul..di c 

fi gu re to change 111u ch on th at rating. more th an three or 

fou r p oints, aIJ<l hl'rs chaugeJ twenty-f in. th irt y poin ts. I 

thi11k people got a bett er idea of who sh e really was, th at 

sh e's an int eresting, vu lnerable, multi-faceted person who ce r

tainly d oes ca re about people. 

I d on't thin k there's an:'-th ing she's afraid of. She still 

has w ry good judgment al.i out herse lf , what she's goc,d at 

and wh at sh L' would shy away from and what suits her. She 

has a \'Cry keen fo cus. If some great ennt presented itself , 

and 1 went t o her and said. '· I think you oug ht t o get in

volwd in this. what do .you th inkr ·, she would kn ow what 

qu esti ons t o ask to assess wh eth er it was right for her. She's 

ah~ays had that good sense. 

t 
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I only wi sh thut Gridiro11 Jinner appearance had been 

tele\·ised . lt was tl1 e most stellar rn orn cnt of the singl e eYents 

b11rn ed in 1ny 111t•rnory. H ere we re six hundrcc.l publishers, 

lllajor political columnists, writ ers in Washington. "ho were 

be li eY i11f! what tlH'Y had been writin g and r eading. They 

th o11f_:ht of her as sort of a brittle, u1Jfe('ling perS(•n. Th ere 

was a skit about T\lrs. &,qra11 , making fun of her, called 

"Sl'l'oml-llanc.l Clothes." All of a suclJen, onto tl1e s1age comes 

a ra ck of clot.hes-Seventh A\'en ue-an d the clot he.c; part and 

this t·l1araeter co ni es between th e clot hin g and it's :Kan e:, 

Reagan clrc:ssed in th e rn ost outragrous out fit:-a skirt th at 

didn't 111ateh , th e !..d ouse with the feath er boa, a big fl oµpy 

hat , and yellow rain boots, anJ she takes owr and sings the 

song that , basically, makes fun of her. She was saying, "l 
did sorne really colorful thi11gs last year that you all haw 

ril..,bed rn e about and I have a sensr of humor a bou t it. l 
can put it in perspective." 

\\·hen 1 was sitting th ere, waiting for her to come on, 

it was the only tim e ] 've ever ex perienced what 1·m sure was 

high blood pressure. I had th ese poundings in the back of 

lllY head . One publisher sitting next to me lookt"d back at 

th r head table and noticed that Naney &agan wasu·t there. 
~~~---
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ll e lean ec.l t o an other guy 1rn cl said , " Na11cy &u~<-111 i,m' t 
up th ere. I 'll bet shr's ticked ." 

She wa lked on that stagl' and people were so ast. ,n islwd, 

they just rose from th ei r seatc; and started screa1u111.: . And 

when sh e sang thi s sollg and took this plate that n •pt,'s t' Jlll'cl 

the china and smashec.l it 011 th e fl oor, it didn't brcuk . l'"' thl'y 

sereallled for an enco re. You cou ld feel th e attitud,· •' hange. 

She stuck her neck out so far to do that. I tli,l\h what 

got her through it was that she kept it a secret from th,, I 'resi

dent. She had her clothes srnt over secretly that af1<1 r11 oon . 

She went o\'C'r and rehea1-sed very quietly. It's the oul,, major 

st ory 1 k11 ow of that never got leaked in adYance. Nobody 

knew about it except two pr three people at the Grid11 ..,, 11 and 

two or three peopl e on the staff. She kept thi11ki1111. ''l'm 
going to do this. The President's going to fall off hi1< C'hai r." 

And he clam well almost. c.lid. I think she got a lot of l'njoy
lll ent out of that. 

She has a very e11dearing. gentl e sense of hun111 t When 

we first went to her, the Gridiron people suggestrd I hat she 

make fun of the pres.s. Slle recognized right away tluu Nancy 

&agan can·t do that . She said, ' 'I'll make fun of 11 1,n ;;p lf." 

And that turned the whole thing around . 

I thi11k a fainter heart would haw shriveled up 11t1d never 

left the third floor of the Whit e House. But she car,•.\ about 

wh at peopl e thought. She newr stopped caring. 

I relll ember on a recent sumlller day she h11.t three 

s1weches in a row to groups like the PT.A. and Lion:- 111 thank 

th em for helping her 011 this big project she was i11volved 

in . It occu rred to us as an afterthought, afterward . I Hiking 

011 the plan e, that sh e had addressed in just t,111 days 

somethi11g like fifty thousand people. She was Mo self

co11fidl'11t she would walk in th ere with a coupk 11f c•ards 

in her hand and get up and sprak extemporaneous!) f\1r fif
teen or twe11ty minutes. She had a message. 

She is a woman of substance and deserves to be s,,., 11 that 
way. 

LYN NOFZIGER 

~ spect that I\anc~· has about as much as sh,, wants 

U ~~ have. Nancy is not Rosalynn Carter. Sh,· doesn't 

vi ew herself as thr Deputy President. She doesll ' t \\·nnt to 

sit in on Cal>iuet meetings or those sorts of thing& Hut she 

certainly has a strong interest in the things that th,, J>resi-
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dent does. She has an interest in the people around him, and 

judgL'S them on the basis of whether they sen·e him w-ell. 
But ean :'-,;ancy get someone firedT l d on't think so. Ronald 

Rea g-an makes th ose decisions. Can ~ancy get somebody 1 

hiredt P robab ly at some levels, and maybe at some \·e ry high 

lewis, but not totally. She's not t he President, au<l l tlon·t 

t hink anybody at the White House thinks she is, nor does 

s he. There may be some people who a re· afraid of her. but 

I don't t hink that there's a sense of fear in the \Vhite H ouse 

abo ut ~ancy. r·\·e not seen that eve r. 

You take the call. Of co urse, you take the call. But that 

d oesn·t mean that you get on the phone and say, " Yes, ~lrs. 
Reagan . Yes, ~Irs. Reagan. Yes, ~[rs. Reagan ." If you take 

the call, then you list en. She's a very smart womau , and her , 

1) pi11ion is worth list ening to. 

H ow much t rouble are you in if she's down on you1 I 

suspect it de pends on who you are. I think you can make 

too lllUCh of that. I don't know of anybody, on the White 

Il ouse staff. on the governor's staff, who has not co ntinued 

to fun ct ion if ~-fancy was upset . The President makes the ' 

final d ec isions. And they' re not always the decis ions she 

thinks he ought to lllake. But ce rtainly her view is taken into 

serious co nsiderat io n, as it sho uld be. 

ED ROLLINS 

cl/ / when ~lrs. Ri:-aga n is concerned about something, 

-YJ/ we know that her conce rn always relates directly 

to t he President. So when she's conce rned about something, 

we l'espond to her, and respond to her very ,1uickly. 

H e's an awfu lly nice man , and I think that she sometimes 

f1:e ls that he may be a little taken advantage of by either 

his staff or members of the Ca binet or what have you, and 

she ct> rtainly wants to make sure that doesn't happen. 

She ce rt a inly gets concerned about rhetoric so metime& 

She's probably the 011e person who's always looking out for 

his long-term image The two of them ha \·e made a \·e ry heavy 

co111 111it 11 1ent to spe11d a significant portion of their life here, 

an d I think that she's very co nce rn ed abo ut his place in 

histo ry. 

There's 11 0 questi on t here've been ce rta in membe rs of the 

Ca l1i net she thought were beco ming negative to the P resi

dent a nJ she probably weighed in pretty heavily on some 

1)f those. As fa r as the White House staff itsel f, I do ri't know 

52-) 
S\1/f =fl 4CJ frr- fvu) 

w ,-l/ p;tobolJ0 

l 0>-L p .I?. fo.CL 
r-0 ~ Y'CW .d 

& iSt}lJ 

f\ : - 'l 
J v._,_ !_} , 

1 I / 

(!(\/tu y 

? rdtu') 

,,{\~ sructR 

of anyone that she's ever gone ou! and tried to get fired or 
an~·one in particular that she's trieJ to get hired. I do believe 

th at she has expressed opinions. There's been a time or t wo 

in which l 've made statements that have caused her some 
conce rn . 

I don' t think anybody ever wants to be in trouble with 

the First Lady. She's not a petty or vindictive sort of per

so n . but if she doesn't think that you're particularl y com

petent, you·ve got to re me mber that she's the one who gets 

to talk to him first eve ry morning a nd last every night . My 
µl'edecesso r in t his j ob, Ly n Nofziger, and she had good 

pel'i ods and bad period& The First Lady had some co ncerns 

about so me of the things I've said, but ce rtainly has backed 

lll C fully. 

It's ve ry important as the White H ouse team moves for

ward with its agenda that it l'ealize the warning signals when 

~[rs. Reagan is concerned about something. It's a concern 

that either is bothering the President or that better get some 

attention. When my sec retary walks in and says, " Mrs. 

llt·agan·s on the line," I ce rtainly take the call very quic kly. 

,\ft er my heart starts beating again, I ce rtainly listen very 

atknti \"ely. 

RICHARD ALLEN 

{;;! makes her influence felt directly to a circle of inti
(__} ,n-ates who convey her views on matter& I thi nk that 

this is wholly within bounds for a First Lady. She's a strong

willed First Lady. I think good presidents a re se rved by 

strung-willed ladies-that is, good assertive preside nts who 

kn ow where they ' re going, know where they've co me from. 

She can ma ke her influence felt with a range of actions, 

from a telephone call expressing co nce rn to pe rhaps mak

ing a co ntrilJUtion to t he so lution of a given prob le m. 
This is not a case in whieh a strong-w ill ed and vt• ry 

t'apab le First Lady is reaching over her husband's should er 

to try to con t rol t he s hip of state. But in questio ns that she 
has an instinctive feel fo r, she 1nakes her views known. I thin k 

th at's utterly welcomed. My wife doPs it , ewryone's wife docs 

it. \\'e find as the years accumulate that ou r wives gathe r 
11wre wisdom and their reaction becomes ve ry import aut to 

us. 

~ a11ey Reagan obviously has high regard for ce r tain 

indi viduals whose fortunes she wou ld push. It 's on ly natural 
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that she sh ould do that. I 'm sure shr t alks t o thr President 

al,ou t it. J'\'e seen it i11 pre-White H ouse days when she would 

address hi111 very directly a11d begin to persuade hi111 and 

th t>n lay ou t a case. It was always vrry interest ing for me 

to wat ch that. I was rather amused by it at first , and then 

I bl'gan t.o take it more seriously. 11ot because I thought being 

011 Nan cy Reagan's good side was irnporta nt. I don't believe 

one ought to operate that wa:·, although there are otl1 ers who 

111ay fe el that this is an important operating methodology. 

I just went about doing my job as I saw fit. She ncYer hap

pC'11ed t.o be at cross-purposes with me. Let's say that it's 

infinitely preferaule working for President Reagan arnl hav

ing Nan cy Reagan on your side than having her on the other 

sidC' of the street. 

Without making invidious comparisons, I wou ld say that 

Na 11 c~- &agan will rate as one of the best and most 

effcctiw-certainly most influential for a good cause-First 

Ladies in modern history. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

J/: u know. you sit owr here in the West Wing of the 

·white H ouse and you start out here at six-thirty 

m the morning and encl up at eight or nine o'clock 

at night , and your entire life is consumed by his schedule 

and th<• prioriti es of that day or the priorities of the week 

or the foreign visitors or the legislative schedule or whateYer 

it is, and you forget that half a block away, you'w got a very 

integral part of what makes this man tick. Nancy is in many 

respects as much a part of what peo ple think about this 

presiJency as any First Lady in a long, long tim e. 

I don't think she spends a lot of time on the issues. Nancy 

woulJ agree with George Shultz and with Ronald Reagan 

and with George Bush that it ·s better to be talking to the 

SoYiets than not talking to the SoYiets. 1 think that would 

Lehn positioll. And I belieYe that's a very smart position . 

But it isn't the kind of thing that she would come owr here 

and spend a Jot of time on. She might haw dinner with the 

Shultzes or with the Bushes, and something like that might 

be discussed, but tlrnt"s not the kind of thing she'd make a 

bi!,! issut' of over here in th e West Win g of the Whit e H ouse. 

I think sh e's more confident about going out on tri ps 

and making speeches. An:·body. onec they begin doing that 
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sori of thing. deYelo ps a C'onfid ence. She t a kes an extra

ordinary amount (Jf t i11w in th e preparation of those rema rks. 

Thrre's a lot of peo pl e about wh om you can say, " )' ve got 

t o g-o over t o th e what chamajiggers association. Write me 

t en minutes, will youf' Ami they get it and look at it in the 

car on th e way over. Not Nancy Reagan. She goes over the 

d otting- of eYery i and eYery crossing of every t and works 

ver.'" hard to be sure that that's something that real ly is her 

own st atement. That 's wh at bei ng a First Lady is all auout. 

JAMES ROSEBUSH 

Ch'"ou can trust the polls, they say that she is respected 

J a1~d loved by the American people. In fact, sh e has a 

rat ing that indi cates she's the most popular First Lady of 

the past seven administrations. 

The peo pl e like her. She's certai nly cornfortaule in her 

role. I think she sees that there's a job to be done that she 

can d o, and she's very happy about that. She's pleased she 

can contribute to a maj or social problem , and she's seeing 

results on that. She's comfor table, and I think the Am erican 

peop l(• are comfort.able with her, too. 

\Ye know that as a resul t of the First Ladies coming here 

from sewnteen different countries we're getting reports pour

ing i11 that these First Ladies are starting med ia ca mpaigns 

to alert young peo ple tot.he dangers of drug abuse. They' re 
rnorc 1.,, ..., ,. .1,..,1~,.n l.ln n l,n .,, :, 'T'l,n•• ·-- --· -- ' ·'·- - ·--' th their 
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Ast <, t hose st ori es th at M rs. Rea g a11 was th e "sta r·· of 

that big trip t o Europr . I th i11k you haw to t ake the won] 

''star·· a11d loo k at it ca rdu ll:·· Ce rt a inly, the Presid ent was 

ta ckl ing th e tou gh issues. a nd he sh owed th e k in d of kade r

ship th at JH'O pl r were look i1 q? fo r from th e Presi de nt of th e 

U 11itl'd St all's. Sh l'. on tb e otlHT ha nd. had a cha nce t (I play 

a s t arri11g ro le with th e peo pl r of th ose rou ntri es. S hr had 

a elian ee to get out an d t a lk w ith th em , and da 11 c,· the 

fla111 enco with th e111 , a nd show int c rr st in th eir culture. 111 

t hat srns(', she playeJ a star ring role, b ut I think th l'y st a rrc·d 

in th e ir own in Ji\·iJu a l ways. 

I do11't think we·w ewr fa ced a situ ation wh ere we\ ·e 

owrshad owecl th e Presid ent ; wc· vc compl ement ed him . It's 

excit in g wh e11 she docs something illlportant-gcts promi

nent play and peopl e kn ow abou t it . That's what we wa11t 

t o do. We want to communicat e those things, but I <lo11·1 think 

\H,,\"C' e\'er gott.e11 into a situatio11 wh e re we've eve r seri ously 

competed with th e Presid ent . 

This has l.icen t he first aJllli11istrati on in whi c: h tl 1t' chief 

of staff to the First Lady also works for th e Pres id e11 t. I've 

had 011r foot in both wi11gs and both th e ir int erests at heart . 
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I thi11k it's a first tha t people in th l' West \Yi11g nrl' 1-1 it

ti11 g there and saying. "Nancy Reagan is a plus. Sill''i- l11·l p 

in g the Presid ent , pol iti cally.' ' I expPet th ey recogniz, , th a t , 

so th ere's a d egree of respect that wasn' t here in pn•,·iom; 

a1l111in istrat ions. B efore. it was, "Well , let the East \\'i11 ll do 

what th('y think is Lest. Let tl1 e First Lady get invohl'd i11 

c hari table programs or. you k11 ow, ~ard e11 parties." \\' liir:11 
is not t o d enigrat e what oth er First La<li es haw do111•, l,ut 

th ere's a d egree of irnportanee li en :, a11d I think it'i- 11 k1·y 
poin t. 

RI CHARD \\'"IRTHLIN 

~ ight from th e begi11ni11g, ~aney Rcaga11 was 

~ u viewed as a dignifieJ. strong. capab le WOl!l!Jll , lrnt 

the pulilic's perceptions have chan~ed . That is, not 01ily J o 

peop le still articulate those as reasons why the~· like N111wy 

lu•a1prn, but , in additi on . fou r out of t en Americans Ray that 

tlll',Y like Nan cy Reagan ueca use of h1T work with you11g 1 ►1 :()

ple, th e work sh e's doing fighting drug!;. and her se11 ~it i\'ity 

t o peopl e. 

S1d,{ /Jr~ 



$1fJcbcvJJfr'l 

@) 
C7 

In 1!:181 and 1982, sl1e was still Yi ewl'd farnrauly, but it 

was11·t as strong a feeling as it is now. About fi\'C or six out 

of t l' ll said they were fa\'c•rably illlpressed with Nancy 

Hcag-a n. Those first t wo :wars in the White H ouse were pretty 

rouf! l1 onl'S for th e First Lady. Sin ce th at tim e, she has 

d ewlopC'd a conf idenee and hroug-ht t o her public illlagl', if 

you will , a "li kea !Jie ness" that wasn't there early on. This 

plus her d ed iea ti on to a cause she feels ve ry, Yery deep ly 

about 111ad e N anr~- H(•agan µrobably one of til e most posi

ti\'l'ly support ed First Lauies in 111a11y years. 

I th in k hers is an u11usua l case. It 's not unusual to see 

sonH·one wh o has a fayorabl e rating initially have that rating 

erod e as tim e goes on. 1 can' t nalll e a llla jo r publi c figure 

whose j ob rat iug or wh ose positiYc imp ressions improYed as 

drarnati cally over two or three years as has Nancy Reagan's. 
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DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

~ projected the image of a very well-to-do woma11 
t..J ~-;cialite who r eally had little concern or interest in 

anyo11 e wh o wasn't a part of her particular social mili eu. 

Shl' was someone who cared ab ou t clothes and furnish ing-s 

and parti es a ll(! peop le who were her sort. Th e rea l person 

didn' t eollle across at f irst-that she was conce rn ed about 

the a\·crag-e person . l'rn not saying she wasn't , but it neYer 

Callie aeross. 

She's riding \'en · high these days. She was very succe&5fu l 

in Europe. She has good press. She makes no mistakes.. She's 

wry prufessio11a l. She's an actre&5 who performs her role well. 

Shl' follows directi ons a11d her staff works closely with her. 

I think she's very su ccessful right now. She's at the t op. 

I would like to see more specifics in her drug-abuse 

111 cssagc. By that I mean , wh en she is meet ing with peop le 

fron1 other countries, if sh e could be more specific about what 

sort of things haYc been successful here in her owH crusad e. 

I think she is too general ; she should be more specific 

anti say, "We did this. We had a publisher do comic books 

for us with a message on the d angers of drug abuse. We went 

to the National Pharmacists and had them start a campaign ;' 

Dol's she enjoy all the att ention~ It would be wry dif

fi eu lt for any hum an being not to enjoy it. 

vVILLIAl\f F. BUCKLEY 

✓iZ>eople didn 't go around sayi 11g Mrs. Truman was 

~ a disappointment , but Mrs. Truman was a domestic 

i11 her husband's household. She wanted r ea lly no ext ernal 

Yisage. Nan cy Reagan has a ba ckground as an actress, as a 

performer. And it is inconceiYab le that she would lead so 

i11L'o11spicuous a life as Mrs. Truman . 011 the other hand. 

if her succe&<:;or were a Mrs. Truman type, I don' t think peo

pl e would rush forward and say what a disappointment she 

is. TJ11.,y would simply accept th e fact that the temperam ent 

of the First Lady dominat es the question of how she's going 

tu behaw. 

You ask. What is hrr· Yision of the role of First Lady. 

11 ot our YisionT If :,-ou acce pt that distinction , I would say 

Naney Reagan's vision of the role of First Lady is, number 

one. t u do everything her husl.Jand wants her t o d o and , 

~ ·id./J](,\~ 

@ 



JI di b C\'\Jll; / 

···trf 

nullllJ c• r two, to itl c11tify herse lf pul,li c:J ~- with th e idealism 
antl social conce rn of a chief of state. She simply wants to 

lie a11 exemplary First Lady. The itl ea of what constitutes 

an cxrm plary First Lady is not set in concrete. 1t depends 

c:ompll't e ly on the personalit.Y of th e indiYidual. 

NANCY REAGAN 

;( /I';- mrding wi t h the Pope was one_, of the rnost lll OY· 

J//L/ing, wond erful experien ces I 've eYer ha<l. I ' ve 
met with him twice before but this was the first time al one. 

What was so spec ial? Being alone. Talking about 
solllethi11g that concerns me very much and concerns him , 
and hearing his views on it-and his comm ents about what 
l · 111 doin g. 

Yes, he th ought what we' re doing is important. You can't 

ask for anything more. H ow cou l<l you not be mow<lY 
" ·e discussed the seri ousness of th e drug prob lem. I 

belie,·e very strongly in th e family, getting parents· groups 
a11d families involved. H e believes just as st rongly th at it's 

ne et>ssary for these young people wh o are trying to work 
their way I.Jack-whi ch is a very <liffi eult t hing for them to 

kind of spiritual help. religious help. 
~l~,@-

H e's such a marwlous ma11. Number one, a very strong 
man , but he has a gentleness at the same time. The attempted 
assassinations cam e very close ly togeth er, sol feel a special 
affinity with him . 

J just hope whatewr J say or do can be of help to peo
pk It's special t o be here 0 11 my own , but 011 those terms
only on th ose t erms. That I can be of help. 

RON REAGAN 

CTve never sat down and tried to rat e First. Ladies. 
J I 'd say that, in terms of what she's done fort.he \Vhite 

lJ ouse, she'd haw to be way up th ere at the top. The place 
was a mess when she got t!Jere, r ea lly a mess. lt looked, you 
kn ow, real low rent , kind of H oliday Inn-as much as the 
Whit e H ouse can look like a H ol i<lay Inn . She's really fixed 
it up. She took a beati11g because of the china. Well, nobody 
talked about th e fact that they didn't haYe a whole set. of 
china any more. The last person, I think , who actually bought 

a set for the Whit e H ouse was Lady Bird-maybe it goes 
back to Jackie Kennedy. When they have st.ate dinners there, 
peop le swipe plat es and stuff. Littl e plates disappear into 

handlrngs and coat poc kets, so they couldn't have a dinner 

and haw a complete setting of china for everybody. She 
th ought it was kind of t acky, so she we11t out and got some 
of her fri end s t o donat e th e money for it. 

Eleanor Roosnelt is a kind of an icon now. She's really 
"b ig tim e." As far as Jackie and Lady Bir<l go, in terms of 
style, I'd rate my mother with them, sure. If Jackie had come 
when my mother did , when society wasn't quite amenable 
to a stylish First La dy. sh r'd have gott en a beating, too. You 
know, rny mom can dress with the best of ·em-even Jack ie. 

And she has beautified the White H ouse. There's no ques
tion about that. 

1\1:AUREEN REAGAN 

r.'lJefore they came to \>Vashingt on, she always had a 
~J good deal of control oYer their lives, over how they 

sprnt their time. All of a sudden, she came into a house that 
wasn't hers, trying to make it into the home she wanted it 
to be. She was suddenly giving dinner parties and luncheons 

Slru !n'-1cf[) 
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that she lwd not l>een there to p la n, that were suddenly thrust 
upon her. I talked to her one day about two weeks after th e 
in augu ration and I said , " Well, how is it going?" And she 
said , " Well , it 's okay. J 'm giving rny fourth luncheon tomor
rnw afternoon and th ey di<ln ' t tC"ll me till twenty minutes 
ago.' ' 

Well , you can 't l> e an expert at giving st.ate dinn ers till 
you'yc given two or three of the1n ; but once you have, if you 
learn from what goes 011. and you learn th e mix of peop le 
and ,..dial makes th em a good event , a good state event, then 
you say, " Well, good, now J can d o that , so now I don't have 
to worry about th e state dinner that ·s goi ng to be held in 
April because I kn ow these are th e th ings that work." In 
other words, you can' t be an expert 011 living in the White 

H ouse until you've lived in the \-Yh ite H ouse for a whil e. 
EYerything she has done has given her an other leve l of 

confidence. Instead of going back and sta rtin g at "A" every 
tillle, she has gon e from "A" to "B' ' t o "C" to "D'' to "E" 

to " F," until now she's up arounJ "X," "Y," and " Z." 

The j ob of the First Lad y of the United States is being 
th e ultimate corporate wife, and I am not a big fan of the 
wh ole system that creates this corporate structure in whi ch 
we have these non-paid peo ple on whom we der end to do 
1nueh of the work that goes 011. It seems to me ~hat there 
shou ld be a salary for the First LaJy of t he United States, 
because certainly it's somel.,od y wh o is on call twenty-fou r 
hours a <lay, sewn days a wee k. doing a lot of jobs that most 
of us wouldn't want to do. 

There is a definition of a First Lady. It would be the 
sallle if it was a First Gentleman. There is a job descrip
ti on. The First Sµ ouse of th e Un ited States has the respon
sibility for th e residence of the \\'hite H ouse, for the social 

events, for the tours, for all that comes under that particular 
bailiwick. That is a massiw corporation to be running, and 
th at alon e-without the soc ial functions. without looking for 
tlw thing that you want t o use your off ice to help people 
with , wi thout the fact that you also haw a family, and that 
you haYe brought your O\.\"D way of life with you to the White 

H ouse-is a massive j ob. And it's a j ob that has t o be dealt 

with eYery day. I t's something people have to understand 
that house doesn't just run _by itself . 

The First Lady of the United States is a powerful 

wo111an . She's obv iously got an awful lot of in flu ence over 

wh at goes on in her domain. which is that house, though I 

do n't kn ow how that translates into policy decisions. 

60 . 
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If I have ideas 011 programs that l'rn going to present, 
as part of what l d o, to the chairman of th e Republican 
National Committee, J sit and talk to my husband over din
ner, and I say, ''I'm thinking of doing this," and he says, 
"Well , listen , why don't you take th at and go one step fur
ther, or why don't you back up and move in that direction, 
and if you consolidated thi s particular plan , you wouldn't 
use as 111u ch effort and you'd get much more progress on 
it ,·' and I get all this ref ined. Now I take my plan in and 
ever:·l,od y thinks I 'm brilli ant, because I 've got this other 
urillia nt person to collie along and help me. 

Well, the President doesn' t just sit th ere and wait for 
peo ple to bring him things. He has ideas. H e sees things 
unfolding. H e reads. H e gat hers ideas. So he goes into a 
meeting of the economic ad Yisers and he's got an idea about 
something. Well , he's not going to just throw it out there. 
No hu man being would do that. H e might sit at di nner the 
night before and say, " I was reading about this and th in k
ing about this and J was thinking we can move in t his direc
tion."' And she says, " \\"ell , that 's kind of interesting. Yeah, 
that sounds good to me. B ut wait a minute. What if you did 
such-and-suchY" And so he goes down the next day and it 
all gets into the mix and everybody gets into it , so it's not 
her idea . It 's not her influencing policy, but it 's his souuding
board . Il e has to refin e his thin kin g l,cfo re h<' goes into the 
melt·e and make it all come together. 

But it 's like pl ay in g t elephone when you're a kid . I say 

it to you , somebody else hears it, and the next thing you know, 
you have the 1'"at io11al E11qulre1· writing a pi ece called 

"Nancy Reagan Creates W hite H ouse Policy." She doesn't 
need that. The President doesn't need that. I t's not good for 
the political dynami cs of th e country. So she's w ry uncom
fortabl e, because sh <''s afraid that peop le will not listen to 
wha t it is indeed that she does do. 

I did not know Eleanor RooseYe lt. Unfortunat ely, she 
was just a wee tad before my tim e. The first First Lady that 
I can reme mber kn owing an)ihing about was Bess Truman. 
l"ve kn ow about Bess Truman arid Mamie Eisen hower and 
Jackie Kennedy and Lady Bird J ohnson and Pat Nixon and 
Betty Ford and Rosalynn Carter and Nancy Reagan . That's 
eight. She's the best. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

~lilt more pomp, though 1 'm not going to criticize 
J a1;y other administration. 1 think the \Yhite House 

and any function that takes place at the White H ouse should 

have a certaiu sense of dignity about it. I thinl< the public 
wants it. I don't believe the public wants a man to just walk 
into the room. They want to know that it's the President. 

Do I like "Hail to the Chief"T Yes. lt's traditional. Jt's 
al·ways bee n traditional and I thiuk it's importan t to keep 
that traditiou up. After all , this is a vr ry special place. I 
kee p saying that , but it is. The Whit e H ouse is where all 
of our hist ory emanated from . All of our presidents, 
ever)ihi11g- happened right here where we are. When you look 
out the window at the Washington Monument and the 
Jefferson Memor ial , it's a wonderful fee ling. 

I was unprepared for th e condition of the seco11d and 
third floors. I didn' t realize th ey hadn"t really been tended 
to, mai11tained. They -hadn't been painted in something like 

fifteen or twenty years. The floors hadn't been done. All the 
nm1ish was peeling off the wood en d oors. And this, aft er 
all, is the White House, which should look right. 

6/ 
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I do not spend that much money 011 clothes. I do not buy 
that m,111y clothes. What clothes l buy. I wear forewr. 1\ly 

husLan d teases me and sa:·s I still haw my gym bloomers 
fron1 school. 

lfs not true about spending twenty-fiw thousand dollars 
011 a wardrobe. Now we get back to all th e other First Ladies 
who haw had the exact same problem . I don' t kn ow why it 
always happens since it's n ot tru e at all. I new r paid six

teen hundred dollars for any kin d of a handbag. That's just 
U nt !'U C. 

If I were spendiug that kind of moury, I would think 
people wou ld haYe a right to say, \\.hat iu the world is she 
doingr But I'm not . 1 suppose there's a poiut at whi ch, if 

it's yours and you want t.o spend it the way you want to, spend 

it , but I just would never spe11d that kind of money 011 my 
clothes. They were very wrong about a handbag or what ever. 

AnyLody can say anything th ry want to say and you have 
110 recourse, really. 

\\'e had a party for my husband's Lirthday and ] wore 
a dress that I've had for t.welw years. The one I wore to Mrs. 
That chcr·s dinner I've had for fifteen yra rs. 
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LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

~ received a lot of flak for buying beautiful clothes 
t.J a1-1d looking so wond erful. There was so mu ch interest 

Ill th e des igners of her cloth r s., she was mad e absolutely 
furi ous and for a whil e had on ly one desigucr, Oleg Cassini , 
do CYerythi11 g just to kee p away a ll th e press interest. It used 
tu be th at way in all administrations, a ve ry fashionabl e First 
Lad_Y. I ' rn sun· it was true in Doll ey l\1ad isou's day-the whole 
world could be fall ing apart but still th r qu esti ons would 
lw collling into th e \\' hit e Il ouse, What is she goiug to wea r 
and who made that dress? 

Th e public would be very sad and Yer_v disappointed if 
our First Lady were dowdy and badly dressed. She does 
represent Am eri can fashi on . She docs look like a million 
dollars. As a matter of fact, all of our First Ladies have 
looked like a million dollars rece ntly. We've been very lu cky, 
an<l that helps th e Am erican fashi on in<lustry. 

There was a lot of flak about Mrs. Kennedy's cloth es. 
That finally disappea red, as it has with Mrs. Reagan . 

They both share an equal sense of st yle, an equal ease 
at entertaining. a wond erful sense of rightn ess. When l\1rs. 
Kenn edy came into th e White House, it was in terriule shape, 

a11<l she put it into good shape, thanks to th e Fine Arts Com-

I 

.1 

I 

6.3 LC-{P Ne,1) 

l mittee. Every First Lady thereafter add ed to the White ? 
House and mad e it better and uctter, as has Mrs. Reagan . 

It 's bee n an e"olution of style in that house-acquisitions 
of beautiful historic items and things of beauty in that house. : ! 
It used to look like a bargai n basement 011 sale day. Now 
it looks great . 

It's fasc inating to look at the First Ladi es we've had. 
\\'h en you look ba ck in history, the ones who emerge are 
Abigai l Adams. wh o was sort of a feminist , and Doll ey 

J\l adison. who was criti cized for her beau tiful clothes from 
Pari s. Ja mes Madiso n was roundly criti cized in the press 
for br inging ba r k the Vermeil service of flatware-the forks, 
kniYes., and spoons that are used at so111e of the state dinner 
fun ctions. 

\\' hat is sad to see is that the great Vermaise flatware 

sen-ice is subtracted from every year as White House guests 
pocket forks, kniYes, and spoons to take home as souvenirs. 

The:·' re taking p rice less museum treasures out of the White 
House, but they don't seem t.o mind. 

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN 

cf/ /hen she first entered the White House, there was 

-YJ/ a tremendous tend ency to jump on her for her 
att enti on to clothes, to china ill the White House, to what 

was consid ered frivolous, triYial, and somehow not worthy 
of the contemporary American woman. Nancy Reagan held 
up with good grace under those early attacks. Wom en in 
general are dressing uµ more than they did in the sixties 
and sen •nties. There is a new attention to manners. There's 

a new attention to propriety. 
Jacqu eline Kennedy spent a lot of money. When one 

looks at First Ladies, one really needs to look at th em in 
the context of the entire presidential family and the political 
impaet of th e presid ential family in their day an<l age. 

RO.N REAGAN 

;( 5ost mo,·ie people are fairly well off. I think it's 
J // P unreasonable to think she's going to go out and 

hang out at truck stops or something. Most of their friends 
are pretty well off. That 's just the way it is. 
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I don't see her a nouveau riche, in terms of sensibilities, 
at least. In her µresent position , it's importan t for her to 

put th e presidency and the WJ1ite H ouse in as good a light 

as she can , and she wants everything to be right. She wants 
e\'crything to be first class. 

NlARY JANE WICI{ 

;{ /ii1cy is a ve ry gracious perso11 , and a person with 

J JI exquisite taste. She always has had that. She's a 
very pri\'ate person and sometim es can be shy. Her friends 

are involved i11 the community and have liwd very full lives. 

Nancy looks lovely in whatever she's wearing. She also looks 

marvelous in blue jeans and tennis shoes up at the ran ch. 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

~ ias been suggested that th e Buckleys and J erry 

J Zipkin and Brooke Astor r ep resented a kind of .Kew 

York society crowd that she wants to be accept ed by. What 

do I think of thatY Well , I don' t think th e First Lady has 

difficulty bein g accepted in any crowd. At a social level, she's 

µre tt y much at the head of the tabl e wherever she goes. I 

think she gra\'itates to certain people for r easons obvious, 

some of them eccentric. Jerry Zipkin is a very unusual 

human being and she is devoted to him. Brooke Astor she 

didn't know much before the President was elected. She's 

kn own us for twenty-fi ve years. So there's a sort of mix there. 

The First Lady bas 11 0 problems of that sort . I suppose 

if she decid es that she wanted t o be accept ed by th e fellows 

at All Souls College in Oxford , she'd have certa in problems. 

But th e kind of life she has, sh e has no difficulty whatewr 

in maki11g out. 

BILL BLASS 

CAe made clothes for Nancy Reagan for years. There ; 

J is something special about th e lady in that she 

lit erally canuot look bad in anything. It's am azing because 
shr's small and , in theory, we make clothes for mannequins 

6~ 

that are quite tall. Yet she can rea lly adapt almost any style 

to her own parti cular way of wearing clothes. She's an 

extremely easy gal to dress. 

She's also extremely easy to work with because she ha s 

very definit e ideas auout what she looks well in and what 

is appropriate to her rol e as First Lady. That 's her total 
awareness of th e role she's playing. Thi s applies to daytirne 

as well as Hening. 

I suspect that Mrs. Reagan is not reall y a trend setter 

in th e sense we in fashion relate to it. What she does it adopt 

th e best from seYeral designers. She wears clothes for her 

own way of life and for what is beco ming to her. She has 

a 111anelous awareness of what is appropriate for her as First 

Lad y. 

I thi nk .Kancy H.eagan already has had a trem endous 

impact on fashion in that she has a sureness of tast e that 

relat es to a great many women across th e country. Pretty 

clothes. fem inine clothes-she obYiousl: · dresses to pl ease the 

Presid ent. Therefore, a lot of women follow suit and dress 

to pl ease men . Chau\"inistic remark. I k11ow . 

.Kancy Reagan also has had an effect 011 people's ap

preciat ion not only of fashi on but of entertaining and run

ning a house. She takes a Yit ai int erest in not just clothes 

but in running a very beautiful house. one of the most 

;bl'autiful houses i11 the · world. and doing it superbly. 

H ow often do I design ·something for Nancy ReaganT 

\ \'l' send her ,·ideos of th e shows. Oln·iously, she cari't come 

t o the shows herself and, seasonally. ma:·be twice a year. we 

. plan things that she needs. It's not done on any planned basis. 

It just depends e11tirely 011 her trawl plaus. entertainmen_t 
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plans, her public plans. We' ll talk on th e phone about it. If 
I'm in Washington, 1·11 go oYer and lunch with her and we'll 

discuss it then . 
It certainly isn't at all e\'ident t hat she's demanding in 

the role we play t.oget her as one of her designers. The special
occasion dresses that 1 best rem ember 1 made for her are 
th e on es she wore to th e galas precedi ng the inaugurati uns. 
Thr first tim e she was in black, which we thought was appro
priate beca use she was not going to wear black for any of 
the other ceremoni es. The second t irne she wore red. AB you 
k11 uw, she loves red. But I'm always amazed. She' ll drag out 
a d ress that 's fiw or six years old, even older, and wear it. 

She is partial , of course, to certain styles and colors. And 
think she very wisely chooses red , white, and black very 

often . She's amazingly good at colors. Strange colors, an odd 
shade of green or something of that sort, she looks well in. 
But she does rather restri ct it to black, white, and red . 

Without really being conscious of it, I must have made 
clothes for her und er a different label t ha11 l have now. Even 
befo re she was th e First Lady of California, she had pur
chased clothes of min e. I've seen, of course, a great deal of 
coneern on her part , not only for her husband but for the 
nati on, whi ch is perfectly obYious. It's very difficult for me 
to judge whether she seems more assertive or ambiti ous 
beeause she has newr seemed that way to me and she doesn't 
see m t hat way now. She·s sure of herself , which is a damned 
i111port a nt thing to be. 

It 's always very difficult to make comparisons between 
a First Lady and any of the First Ladies who preceded her. 
1 suspect that sinee Mrs. Onassis, there has been no one who's 
had an impact in fashi on as much as Mrs. Reagan . But that 's 
because she has always dressed well and has always been in
terested in clothes. just as Mrs. Onassis was, too. 

I suspect quite honest!~· th at the things she's happ iest 
in are the things she wears in Santa Barbara on the ranch . 
ObYiously, jeans and a cotton shirt are her favorite. 

Of cou rse, she enjoys dressing up. But show me a woman 
who doesn't. There are special occasions, special times, when 
any gal wants to look great. She's not an exception . 

l think one of the things that Nan cy Reagan has tried 
to e111phasize fro m the first -is tliat the role of First Lady 
does demand a rertain dignity and a certain style, not only 
i11 dressing but in attit ude. She's a mast er at that. She's, well, 
representing our nation. And for that, 1 t hink, bravo for 
looking well. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

J s l look back on it , J'm sure I'd probably do things 
JI/ differently . 

Since no money came from the taxpayers, nothing seemed 
wrong to me about redoing the White H ouse. Nothing had 
been done on the third fl oor in thirty year& There were 
craeks in the walls. It needed painting. 1t needed 
mai11tenance. It needed furniture taken out of storage. I'm 
a nester, I like to fix things up. But not hing was being taken 
out of the taxpayers' pocket, so it didn't seem wrong. The 
china was donat ed to the White H ouse. 1 didn't buy china . 
T he people who donated the china haYe often thought of it. 
They never got the credit they really were due. 

We've tightened our belts in many ways. We're not spend
ing as much money. \Ve're just pulling in. You have to. 

Was the 1982 Gridiron dinn er the turning pointT Yes. 
I remember being scared to death . My husband didn't know 
an_\i hing about it. We had rehearsed up here without his 
knowing anything about it. We had two rehearsals, as I 
remember. The outfit was un beliHabl e. lt was every crazy 
thi ng you could poss~bly think of, rub ber boots, mangy. It 
was something. At the end of the dinner. while the enter-
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tainment was going on, I excused myself from the table and 
went backstage to change. I ·m sure he must have thought, 
"\\'hen• in the world is sheT She's gone for such a long time.." 
And when I came out, I was scared. But then it seemed to 
go well. and I thought to mrself, "I hope he thinks it's going 
Wl' 11." 

I °LI hoped to blunt all of this stuff that had· been said 
that was not me, to put it1 more in perspective and get peo
pll' bark on the right track. They applauded. 

I hu"e opinions of different people. If I feel thpy're burt
i11i:r my husband, or if I fppl that thpy're trying to end-run 
him or use him or whatewr. then 1·11 sa,· somethin!!. 

tnp-Kc:n 

I newr asked the Carters to move out. I mean, never! 
How would IT Never. The only thing that I can think of is 
that wc were at dinner, during the inauguration. We started 
from Blair House, as is customary. During the actual swear
ing in, the W hite House staff moves the First Family-the 
Carters.. in this case-out of the White House and us in. And 
I was saying, "I don't know how they do it. It must be a 
tremendous task to perform in a few hours." Everybody was 
agreeing and I just said that I really don't know how they 
do it. Maybe a good idea would be for us, when we move 
out, to movc i11to Blair House and make it a little bit easier. 

The "tiny little gun" that was written about disappeared 
quite a long time ago. I bad the tiny little gun when my 
husband was away a great deal of the time and I was alone. 
I was ad\·ised to have it. 

Am I fudging two years in ageT I might. I haven't made 
up my mind yet. That's a pretty good answer, isn't itY In 
Hollywood, you were neYer over twenty-five. At least. I pro
gressed beyond twenty-fiw. 

BETTY FRIEDAN 

0 /ufortunately. I do not think that Nancy Reagan has 
/,b done anything to advance the cause of women,

which is a very pointed fault or bad mark against her, 
n·gardless of specific politics-Republican, Democrat. 
Women in the last twenty yea-rs have made this great 
breakthrough in America. We broke through the femine 
mystique. \Ye said ,  "We are people." We fought for the per
sonhood of women, and the control of our own lives, our own 
YOice. We demanded and fought for equal opportunity. We 
are11' t finished yet, and there's even a backlash against it. 

We were at college together, at Smith. I was editor of 
the paper aud literary magazine and she was an actress. She 
hall the spirit to go to Broadway, to go to Hollywood. As 
I said to her �hen I "ent 01t the press bus at several con
wntions before she actually became First Lady, "Nancy, you 
are a Smith person, and bow can you not be for equal rights 
for women, You were one of the career women before it was 
ewn popular." And she said, "Oh, well, I'm for equal treat
ment, and so is Ronnie, and I 'm for rights. but I'm not for 
the amendment.'' 

Well. that's just specious. W hen he was elected President 
aud sht' became First Lady, I went up to her at the Gritliron 
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di1111er and I shook her hand and I said , "Use your power. 

Bl' a good rol e mode l now for women , and use your power 

to kee p th r door open , or OJ>e n it wid e for women." 
lt just see ms t o mr that's her ob ligation as a woman of 

her generation , at this tim e in histo r y, and sh e hasn't done 

it. 81i t' has not raised hr r voice. They say she is ll OW one of 

tlH· lll Ol:it powerful infl uenrcs in th e Reagan Administration 

or 011 th e President . W hy has sh e not tried to stop him from 

this war 011 th r right of wo111 en t o control their own bodies 

and the safe, legal , med ica l aceess t o abo rti on? Why has she 

11 0! t ri cd to stop him wh en th e Reagan Administrat ion has 

given the word that th e laws now on th e books on sex 

discrimination in employm ent and education shouldn't be 

enforced, or that aff irmative act ion sh ould now be used to 

resto re the supremacy of th e whi te mal eT 

She's not a star in tbe soap opera, sh e is the First Lady. 

And we expect in America that our First Lady som ehow em
uody tlw valu es of where women are at this time. \\' hen you 

think , fift:· years ago, of Elean or Roosevelt , you realize what 

a role model she would still ue, even today. You think of Betty 

Ford-who really was gutsy, not only in behalf of equal rights 

for women but very honest on the question of abortion and 

what she would do about her own daughter if there were 

such a lleed-being brutally honest about her own probl ems 

with alcoholism and so on . She was a fine role model. 

Breathes th ere a woman with a soul so dead, an educated 

wo111a11 in th e eighties that cannot identify with this great 

liberation of women to be peopl eY Maybe deep down , she does. 

Ma>·Le that 's wh at this supposed new change in image is all 

auout. 1\layue she just , somehow, has to be a person , and that 's 

why she·s moving more. bei ng more se rious about matters 

like drug abuse. 

J"m not that much of an expert on th e life and personal 

hi1;t ory of Nan cy Reagan. but 1 do reea ll that her own st ep

fath r r was arch-consen-atin; arch-reaet ionary, and she might 

haw had a r eactionary influence on Ronald Reagan 

politically. 

She was a career woman before it was fashionabl e, when 

most of our classmates were in cond ominiums, making a 

career out of marriage and four children and baking their 

own bread. She went to H ollywood and she went t o Broad

wc1y, but now, as First Lady, she is an anachronism. She is 

solllehow n ot only d enying her earlier reality but the r eal

it y of Am erican women today-what they want t o be and 

wh at they n eed t o be and what I think they would like 

t 
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1Tpresl' 11ted i11 th e First L ad : ·, wli o sh ould represrnt t he 

hi g hest sta 11 dards and rn lu cs for women, l-kpubliea11 and 

De 11 10c rat. 

Thl' re is a n expectati on today that a wurnan ca11 be and 

sh ould be all th e person she is capable of be ing. S l1e wants 

a11d Yalu es th e· ehoicl' t o ha ,·c childre n . Sh e· will be hn hus

ua11tl 's w ife if sl 1t• chooses tr> lllarry. But sh e will ue a per

son. s t• ri uusly eo1111uitt ed t o her own \'vice in soc iet : ·· \Ye a re 

not fi nish ed yl'I in thi s grc·at lllassi w rcrnl uti o11 of wo 111 e n 

t o f ull pcrso11l wocl an d full e4ua1ity. So I say t o ~an cy 

Heag-a11 , " \\' hy ban• you not used your role i11 th l' \\" hite 

II ousc t o gi n · _a full er rol e model for younger womenf' 

I wou ld n't fault her if she's 11 0! the sarne kind of femin ist 

I a111 . She does11·t ha \'C to be a card-car rying NOW m e mber. 

Nobody would expect that of a Republican woman. But Betty 

Ford , wh o's a Repuuli ca 11, was courageous and outspoken 

011 beha lf of th e basi c move of women t o equality. H erc, 

Nancy &agan. wh ose husband's administration is mounting 

a ua c kl asli against wome u·s r ights, is not raising he r voice 

aµ-ainst it. Han' her advise rs told her, " Look, Am eri can 

wollle n really didn't Yotc for your husband in numbers"1 6cr 
The Mat.lam e Chiang Kai -sliC'k rolr-that's where her 

press has bcC'n late ly, t hat she is propping him up or 

manipul at ing him or controll iu g hi m . If that is so. so be it. 

A1ll cri ca11 woman ha \'C a great hu nger fo r more powt' r. Th ey 

haw ber 11 t oo powerl ess. ancl th l'y 'll get it wh ate\'CI' way they 

can. lf you' re lu cky enough to be F irst La d y, you should 

USl' that rolr for all it 's worth. F or g oo1l things. 

I re111cmber in the turbulent d ays of China, it callle out 

that 1Iadnmr Chia ng Kai-she k. who was \\'el lesley-edu cated, 

I lielic\·e. was sort of like a Dragon Lady. She reall:· was pull

iug t he striugs. It's com in g out that Ka11 cy Reagan is one 

of the 111 ost i11flu e11tial people i11 th e aJm i11istrati o11 . Well, 

tl1cn. i11 wh at directi on is this influence goi11gY 

I d cHi't think anybod y wou ld have crit icize<l Nan cy 

RL·agan forty years ago for just being a clothes horse, for 

th e china that she is buying. or whether she's wea ring the 

cl ot hes of this d es igner or that d esigne r. Even n ow, as a 

fe111i11ist. I am i1lt erested in fashion and I think women are 

sti ll int erested in fashion. She can be as fashi onable as she 

pleases. But tht' re·s g ot t o be so111ething more than that. I 

mra n. El ea nor Roosewlt was a giant among women . \\'c don't 

han~ that kind of image of Mrs. Eise11hower. but that was 

in the fifti es wh en th e wh ole country was pulling Lack from 
the Ameri ca n a<l,·cnture. 
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Lady Bird Johnson, there was quite a worna11 there. 

Jaequeline Kennedy, everybody went ga-ga over her fashion 

and her decoratin styl e, but th ere was a mind there that 

urought poetry and art to the White House. I remember 

thiuking at the time, if she would only stop using that 
whispery voice. You want ed her t o be more. 

Betty Ford was a , ·e r.'· interesting example of a woman 

who started out in a very co11nntional -way but lived up to 

the d emands and the expectation of "'·omen. Is there 

something reall y going to emerge in Nanc.'· Reagan where 

she senses that she could use her power on issues today where 

women's future is in jeopardy1 

DR. BARBAR.A KELLER1\1AN 

~ position of th e Reagan Admin istration on women's 

V issu es such as auortion and the Equal Rights Amend

ment has been somewhat hard to d etermine. They have had 

a house femi nist in that family, but it has not really been 

Naney, uut the President's eldest daughter, Maureen Reagan. 

This has been wry carefu lly done. It was more ar

ti culated in the '84 campaigu that in ·so. Nancy Reagan's 

rok with regard t o equal rights and abortion has been 

J'(• latively quiescent. l 11termittcntly, she has given slightly 

mixrd signals 011 th e sulijrct, but she is a far cry from her 

two predecessors. Betty Ford and Rosal_\-nn Carter, who both 

carne out very strongly for the Equal Rights Amendm ent. 

ln that sense, if you are a feminist. if you believe in the Equal 

Rights Am endment. y ou would see the Reagan Administra

ti on, aud Nancy Reagan in pa r ticula r, as a step back. 

NANCY REYNOLDS 

A /incy Reagan was considered a very old-fashioned 

J Y anachronistic wife in the sixt ies in California. ] 

think a lot of the feminists are now wi,·es and mothers, an( 

they may have softened a little. Nancy Reagan hasu'1 

changed. basically. But you know. she"s always felt that peo 
pi e should do what they haw t o do and she would hope tha1 

people would respect how she feels. 

Isn't it interesting that so many feminists today are say
i11g, "Look. it's fine if wo'!nen don"t want to work and sta} 
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ho111c for kids." ' That ·s okay. But it has t;iken the fcmi11ists

aml I' m a feminist - a long tim e to come around to sayin~ 

th ere is a lot to be said for worncn wh o have 11 0 interest in 
a caree r and wh o fee l that their cal'{'er is th eir family and 
th eir husl>a11ds, when th ey cun finan cially managC' to make 
it that full ti111 r . 

So I think that it has mon•d 011 th r ot her sid l' a littl e. 
J\ancy H<.!agan hasn't personally changed at all. Aft er all, 
sh (• has two very feminist daughters a11d she was likC' all of 
us with our child ren during the sixties. We had a lot of con

frontati ons and Nancy Reaga11 stuck by her guns about how 

she felt aliout things. I bet if you interview th e children, 
you will find that they haYc mellowed a great dea l. 

RICHARD ALLEN 

~ uh] say t hat the President has a tendency not t o 
'-../ b~ engaged in staff difficulties and dustups. Ami 

hers is not the opposite t ende ncy to get involved, but cer
tairily she's not reluctant to voice her views. 

I think she addresses thr unpl easant tasks, though 
ult i111at cly the decisi ons are liis and he must take the respon
siuility for thern . 

She played no rok at all in the political infighting. Thr re 

was a decided campaign t o haw Haig and me engage. Al 

Il aig and I haYe anal yzed this. There wasn' t nea rly as much 
sulistance t o th e fabled Allen-Haig battles as has met the 

rye. There was a very wcll-orehest ratrll campaign by col

leagues in the Whit e H ouse to make it appear that we -were 
constantly emuatt led . 

Al has a steel-spring personality, and I'm not relu ctant 
to ('ngage, from time t o time, on issues or even on procedures. 

But t his was exacerbated deliberately by some iudiYidu als 

in the \Yhite H ouse. And I think th e refl ection of that as 

it played in the newspaper came back to Mrs. Reagan . 
ObYiously, she could n't be happy a bout discord and 

disharmo11y in the administration under any circumstances. 

011 top of that, we had an administration that was t rying 

to dernte its exclusive attention to domestic affairs for the 
fi rst yea r. The Secretary of State, Al , wanted foreign policy 

issues to get a share of attention. I share the Presid ent 's 

agenda in trying to keep foreign policy-national securit~·
not inconsequential but on a low key, on the back burner. 

And that led to further misunderstandings. Nancy Reagan . 

~dll)r;~1 {;J 



trt\ \ 

I thi11k , was influential , but it wasn' t because she came to 
all of th e judgments that she mad e by herself unassist ed . 
She didn 't do that unaided . 

I think it was very clear at the tim e, whil e l was on a 
leave of absence and th e canard and innuendo that sur
rou11d ed my case were being investigat ed by the Department 
of Justi ce-there were messc1ges that l should resign , and 
my answer was that 1 certainly would not resign until I knew 
wlrnt th e outcome would be. Until such tim e, I wouldn't 
address the questi on of my future-until such tim e as l was 
cleared , as I knew, inevi tably, I would be clea red . 

Then l was repeat edly cleared of these really trumped
up innuendos and all egations. J gather that, at one point, 
she joined some colleagues in th e Whi te House apart from 
those who were defending me and thought it would be best 
if I left. 

But I wouldn't do it . ·My reputati on was at stake, my 
farnily, my future, my integrity, my character. And until that 
was cleared, there wasn't anything that would cause me to ! 

leave. 
I have no tangible evidence of her role except what I 

would read in the newspapers. Now, Nancy Reagan was not 
talking to newspapers, but there were those in her circle who 
were. And you couldn't distinguish behn'en them . This is 
part of the problem in Washington, the great anonymous 
source. 

I maintained a cordial relationshi p with Nan cy Reagan 
in the years after my departure from th e White House. I 
see her from time to time, talk to her, and there isn't the 
slightest hint of bitterness or anything else. I happen to sup
port the President's agenda . I don't support people, I sup
port ideas. I think she and the President know that . Perhaps 
that has led to a more understanding relationship between us. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

A ane of us really realized the public security or th e 
J Y media scrutiny that would be put on every lit tle 

thing we did and said . There were some nasty articles. I don't 
think it was really a lot of anti-Nancy personal press in 
California . I don't think there's been that here, really. 

Some of those people basically disagreed with her hus
band 's philosophy. And so they might have used her to get 
back at Ronald Reagan and what his policies represented. 
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Nancy is a very direct person . She is not one who likes 
to sit around and brood about an issue. She'd just as soon 
get it 011 the tabl e. 

LYN NOFZIGER 

/? II the criti cism of her fixing up the living quarters 
J{/ was just outrageous because, one, she didn't use 

tax money, and t.-rn, the liYing quarters hadn't bee n fixed 
up in years. The fl oors, for instance, had not been done since 
llarry Truman's tirn e. To jump on her for th at, for the new 
dishes that were contri but ed by a foundation , it just seem
ed to me th at th ere were people out th ere lookiug to get her. 

STUART SPENCER 

{;::,was.to a degree, insecure, and you could see it. The 
V media cou ld see it, d efinitely. But I have another 

th eory. Ronald Reagan cam e in with a mandate. Ronald 
H.eaga11 was hot property. Ronald Reagan had a lot of suc-
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cesses, and whcll you loo k at Washington, you look at the 
syste111 we have here, wh ere you haw the goverllm ent and 
the press and they 're in basically ad versa rial positions. There 
was 110 way the media could get at Ronald Reagan . H e wasn't 
vulnerabl e; he was very successful. My theory is that th e 
media decided that every day can't be puff-piece day, and 
a j ou was done on Nancy Reagan . She was more vuli1 erabl e. 

She wasn 't prepa red for that sort of thing. She was in 
a stat e of shock. Being govern or of Ca lifornia is a wonder
ful thing, but it's the minor leagues co mpared to the presi
dency of th e Unit ed S t.at es. The cap ital press in Sacram ento 
is not the capital press in Washington. 

RICHARD '\VIRTH LIN 

cf/ J hen Nancy Reagan first came in to the White 
-YJ/ House, there was a spate of stories that highlighted 

her spending. Republi cans, wh ether they're coming to the 
'White House in 1980 or 1972 or in the fifti es, are always 
viewed as the party of the more wealthy and affluent. 

The press took the china issu e an d mad e it symbolic
this would be a regal presidency. They used Nancy Reagan 
wry mu ch as that symbol. When we asked people what th ey 
liked and disliked about t\ancy, her perceived penchant for 
liki ng exµensive surroundings was mu ch more prominent 
than it is today. 

The attack ha d a chilling effect on Nancy. She tended 
to retreat, to be more defensive, to be more guarded . That 
provided in itself some reinforcement perhaps, at least 
perceptually, for some of the charges that were made. 

But she's a tough , strong person . She was not at all haµpy 
or satisfied with the way she was being portrayed . She 
recognized that she could help both the President and a lot 
of other people by taking a more active or a more public 
rol e on some things that she'd always felt very coucern e<l 

about. 
The perception that she was somewhat snobbish , that she 

was aloof , that she was more interested iu putting on a state 
dinner than anything else, that she was pushing for expen
sin' china was much more dominant , and, I think, was clearly 
a bum rap. But there were reasons. far beyond Nancy 
&•ag-an , for those impressions to be reinforced. 

Queen Nancy was th e image that was being portrayed. 
She took the charge of being Qu een ?\ancy and said , "How 
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ridi culous." She borrowed a page from the President's book 
a11d used humor to defuse the charges: "1 would never be 
an ointed . It would mess up my hair." She had the ability 
and th e grace under pressure, if you will, to rise above those 
kinds of charges. 

DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

~ ttle things that might not have see med so impor
-{,/ tant or monumental when he was governor, they 

felt were blown out of proportion . I think there were several 
things, se\'eral ways in which they got off to a bad start. One 
of them, before he even became President , was a flurry over 
the choice of her press secreta ry. Mrs. Reagan also made some 
unthinking remarks about having a gun at her bedside table. 
There were reports that the Reaga ns wanted the Carters out 
of the Whit e House so that they could do th e redecorating. 
Whether or not any of that was true, it started them off on 
the wrong foot. 

The problem was that people felt that l\lrs. Reagan was 
not concerned about wbat the problems of the day were, the 
economic hardships of certain groups in this country. For 
a lavish decorating program to be undertaken almost imme
diately after th e Reagans entered the White House seemed 
so frivolous. I don' t think their friends helped them very 
much. 

There's a popular vi ew that there has t.o be a lightning 
rod for Ronald . Sorry. I kn ow that 's a popular view and I 
think it really isn't an accurate one. I think she generated 
those stories and those opinions by her own actions and her 
own attitudes. 

Ronald Reagan did come in as an extremely popular 
man. H e came in to establishment Washington and im
llled iat ely was acceptable, something Jimmy Carter was not. 
But in Nancy Reagan's case, I don't real!! understand the 
thinking that has her taking the flak for things that couldn't 
be said about him. It just doesn't make any sense. 

BONITA GRANVILLE "TRATHER 

G7ti:'ink the criticism of her lifestyle is erroneous. She's 
'-../ ~-I-ways been a lady "ho is well dressed, has grace and 

style, and she brings that to the White House. And that's 

s ~d.£.()cv~ 

~ 



'0)\f) 

very important . Afte r all, we ha\·e all th e other countries 
in the world looking at us. 

LETITIA BALDRIDGE 

~ was the gowrn or's wife. I've wat ched people who 
t.J have been very big fi shes in th e small ponds that are 

th eir home towns deal wit h th <' press. There's nothing like 
the White H ouse. E ve ryth ing changes. Every single move
men t you make, every fli ck of an eyelash , is scrutinized . It 
is the classic goldfish bowl. I remember in the Kennedy years, 
Mrs. Kenn edy used to deYise every route possible to get out 
of the White H ouse grounds without being seen by the press 
an d the public. 

SHEILA TATE 

GKwas the day ketc hu p was dec lared a vegetable for 
J ~ch ool lunch programs that the Whit e H ouse china 

story broke. I haven' t thought the same of ketchup since. 

MAUREEN REAGAN 

GAe always told her that if she was married to 
J anybody in the world but Ronald Reagan , she would 

not be against the Equal Rights Amendment. Nancy 
Reyn olds and I told her that years ago, back in the seven
ti es. You have to un de rstand. Here's a woman in this par
ticular relationship who has had all of the freedom that you 
can have to make all of the choices. I just feel that if she 
had not had that kin d of freedom. perhaps she would be out 
011 the street matching wi th the rest of us. 

\lihat do I say to the Betty Fried.ans aud other feminists 
who criticizeT 1 suggest that they go l.,ack and read their own 
books. _ - --
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NANCY REAGAN 

/,/'}rug ab use is a very serious problem-am ong the 
~ ;·outh , am on g the working peop le. It's th e most 

democratic problem that I know of. It cros...--es all lines. There 
are no soc ial. economic, political , or color lines. It crosses 
e,·er.'ihing. 

I feel w ry strongly about marijuana . I think it's a good 
deal more harmful than most chil dren realize. J' w been to 
Day Top Yi llage in New York a few times. which is doi ng 
a wonderful j ob. All those young people in there started on 
marijuana . I asked them if they were fo r the le.galization 
of marijuana. Every one of them said no, which is interesting. 
I didn"t reall y expect them to say no. 

Wh en it first started out in the sixties, this was all a 
braud-new thing, and a frightening thing. Nobody knew 
quit e how to handle it , and they were embarrassed. They 
th ought their chil d was the only child on drugs. And some 
of t hem were too busy with thei r own lives and did n't get 
inrnh·ed with their children's lives. They weren't wise enough 
to 11 ot ice the li ttle tell-tale signs. As we've progress('d more 
into the seYentics an<l eighties, we're more aware. Parents are 
more aware, more scared, as well they should be. 
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You ca n't be pessi misti c about anything. You alwa:·s have 

to be optilll isti c that you can solve something, anythi11g in 

lifr. I t.liink the fact that these parents' groups have sprung 

up Yolun ta rily, all over, is a great sign that parents are get

ti11!! involved, are becoming more kn owl edgeal.Jlr. They ' re 

not only becoming more kn owle<lgcal.Jl e, I.Jut it br i11gs th eir 

famili es closer together. There's l.Jecn a tendency for famili es 

t o split arart. Now th ey 'r e pu llin g together. 

Til e drug prograrn can sustain itself . Jt hasn't been cut 

off frolll all fu nd& It has funds, I.Jut the most important thing 

is that parents and corporati ons, business peop le, a ll become 
im·olve<l , all kn ow what 's happening to the peop le who are 

workin g for them, or their children, and <l o something about 
it. 

Am l really committed t o this issueT Of course I am . 

B ecause it 's so dangerous. Because we d o stand a chan ce of 

los ing a whole generation to drug& It's a very, very dangerous 
prob lem we' r e all facing. 
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H's llOt just our country that ha<; this proble111. On allllost 

every stat e visit at th e ·white H ouse l will have coffee with 
oth l' r First Ladies an<l they always bring up the drug pro

bl e111. At first I th ought. maybe, it was just because they 
knew l was interest e<l in the drug si t uation, but then it 
becaine obvious that th ey were aware that this was happen
ing in th ei r own co untries. They wanted to know. They were 
asking for advice. So that was the next logical step. If you 
cou ld catch it right at the beginning. then, ma~·be, you could 

do u lot of good . 
I hope I made th em aware of th e whole global aspect 

of this aml gave them some suggest ions and ideas. We've been 
at. it longer than many ha ve and I hope I was able to help. 

Nobody wa nted me to do it . t he drug issue. l guess they 
th ought it was kind of a d owner. It's not a cheery subject. 
But I think I 've brought it to a level of awareness that wasn't 
there before. I hope more people are aware of how bad the 
<lrug problem is and how widespread it is and how dangerous 
it is. I don't see as many comedians. now. making jokes about 
it , thank goodness. It's not a funny t hing. I see more pro
grums 011 teleYision about it , hear more people coming for
ward and talking about what it"s d one to their lives, to their 

relationships. t o their j obs. 
It's my understanding that there was no money cut. 

Tht•rc was money given to the st ates in block grants, but 
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n1 01wy was not cut. That 's number on e. Number two, I don't 
believe with any problem that ' money is the whole answer. 

Money does11't buy love or affection or attention or involve

ment , all those things that have to be there. Only people pro
vide those things, a11d, particularly, parents. 

BARBARA KELLERMAN 

CX:S a voluntee r work of a particular kind . It t ends 
J ~; fall into categories that , for lack of a bett er word, 

I would describe as being of a femin ine nature. They have 
to do wi th health . They have to do with beautification . They 

haw to do with young children . They 're the kinds of sup
portive, nurturing, prettifying tasks and roles that have, 

hist orically, been associat ed with the woman's role in this 
parti cular culture. 

!'\ ancy Reagan's interest originally was in th e Foster 
Grandparents' program . It's 110w in drug abuse. Rosa lynn 
Carter, who was interested i11 hard policy, still made it a point 

to beco me involved with mental health . Lady Bird J ohnson 
was very i11voh ·ed with highway beautification. Jacq ueline 

Ken nedy red id the Whit e H ouse. These tend very mu ch to 
be the same kinds of roles, women's roles more than an}ihing 
else. 1t·s not just a question of volunt eerism. 

On the issue of the relationship with and the support 
of their husl.,ands, the nature of that support really differs 
enorm ously from First Lady to First Lady, and the nature 

of that support depends on nothing as much as their rela
tionship to the President . 

First Ladies in general -11ave not been strikingly suc
eessful in lobbying for their causes. I have to be careful when 
I say that because. in many ways, they have drawn att en
tion to their causes, and attention breeds success in a way 
that could newr happen unl ess they had focused their at
t ent ion on these particular issues. 

By the same token , wh en people look back on First 
Ladies, th ey don' t ·particularly associate them with thei r 
causes any longer. Perhaps Lady Bini Johnson and her 
beautification , conservation , and wildflowers is an exception 
to this. My prediction is that unless Nancy Reagan becomes 
much bolder in her approach to her very genuine interest 
in drug abuse, and does more for it , she will not finally be 
rern eml,ered for that. She will be remembered for her tie 
t u her husl,aud . 
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DONNIE RADCLIFFE 

GTtwas a serious effort 011 the part l•f her aides because 
t..../ they felt that it was necessa ry fo r her to haw a 

sign ifieant and meaningful proj ect. An d I do beliew that 

she has ha<l a longstanding int erest in drug abuse. But I 
think it sort of grew without th em rea liziug how successful 
it was going to become. 

I d on' t beliew she had her projeet well defined when 
she first came to the White H ouse, becau&:> she was talking 

more about Foster Grandparents than she was about drug 
abuse. By the time a year ha<l gone by. though. it became 
apparent that there had to be something more startling. more 

significant. for her to be involved in, an d he r aides realized 

th at it eould well be accomplished througl a project on drug 
aLuse. 

SHEILA TATE 

/:e sits th ere and th ose big eyes focus on a kid and 
tJ ~-he kid finds himself telling his whole life story to her, 

an<l they both sit th ere and cry, but when she leaves, th e ki d 
can say, " You know, here's someone so im portant , an d she 
cares abou t me." And th at's th e feel ing they got from that. 
That started building. She would go to prevention programs 
where she'd learn what the problems were that they ·were spot
ting in fi w-, six-, seYen-year-old kids-basically self-esteem 
prob lems-and how th ey were dealing with it. And she was 
taki ng th at camera , that media spotlight., and turning it 
around and focusing it on the issu e, which is something she 
cared about. 

That's another thing 1 can't emphasize enough. H er staff 
didn't want her involved in that issue. We dragged our feet. 
We looked for alternatiYe program& We said, "This is 
depressing. H ow will she make an impact?" So we came up 
with some upbeat things, things she could affiliate with , and 
she'd say, " This is ni ce, but drug abuse is important and I 
want to get invol\'ed in fighting it . When's our next meeting 
with so-ancl-sof' 

She kept putting in back on course during th at whole 
first year. and the smart thing was, she recognized that if 

she was going to spend four or eight years involved in an 
ue, it was goi11g to be something she cared al.,out. 
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MARY JANE WICK 

Re•s always had a great concern about drug abuse in 
t_} ~he world, not just in thie·"tountry. And she feels 

what's happened is a great tragedy. She has compassion for 
individuals, great compassion. 

Imagine how terrible it is to be older in life and feel 
you still have something to give but you have nobody to give 
it to. And to be able to share that with somebody young and 
also have the young person be helped at the same time. It's 
really a wonderful program that started during the time her 
husband was governor of California..--

She opened the eyes of people all over the world to the 
drug abuse of young people, be~use they are the future of 
our country and many lives have been ruined. I'm so proud 
of her. I really am. 

MICHAEL DEAVER 

f ll I can tell you is that I can remember coming 
J{/ back here on an airplan~ with Nancy Reagan dur

ing the transition period and I said, "Have you ever thought 
about what you're going to do oack hereT" And she said, 
"Yeah, I've always wanted to get into the whole teenage drug
abuse problem ." It was not a last-minute thing. It was not 
an attempt to simply recoup her popularity ratings. It was 
something she felt very strongly about and still feels very 
strongly about. All you have to do is go to one of those 
conferences. 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

uhhink her drug effo~t is extremely important to 
J ~~ybody who had chiloren who grew up during the 

sixties. I saw a picture of her~ the New York Daily News 
centerfold and the caption was, "Mrs. Reagan Cheers Up 
Billy Buckley O'Reilly;' a nephew of mine who was having 
trouble with drugs and was in a rehabilitation place, and 
she didn't even know we were related. I learned subsequent
ly from him about the warmth of that exchange. 

You have to remember that California in the sixties was 
the home of the drug culture. You have to remember also 

a;p ti'.v'r' that her husband couldn't speak at any college in Calif or
nia for three or four years wh_en he was governor because 
they wouldn't permit him on campus. So that the impact of 
the drug culture and all that it tends to suggest in terms 
of misbehaYior and civil misbehavior means a great deal to 
her as a result of the phenomenon of her having been First 
Lady of California during its most frenzied time. 

I suppose that anything that any public figure does is 
subject to the charge of public relations to improve an image. 

• You can say that about Florence Nightingale, that she was 

concerned about her image. You can say that the Queen of 
Eflgland has really no interest whatsoever in antiques but 
feels that she ought to every now and then go to an antique 
show. But the First Lady truly, deeply cares about this 
problem. 
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BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER I 

f mbition is a wonderful thing. I think that she has 
Jv become ambitious for the good of our country. 

Certainly it took a great deal of ambition to plunge into that 
drug program, and a lot of ambition to get up in the morn
ing and travel on plane~ and meet with psychologists and 
psychiatrists and meet with some of the _young people who 
are on drugs and talk to them. It's been heartbreaking for 
her to see them. I think her ambition is channeled in a 
wonderful direction. It isn't an ego trip of an}· kind . 

JAMES ROSEBUSH 

Pvery year, focusing on this international drug prob
(? ·1em, Mrs. Reagan has..sdught to narrow her focus, and 

in some ways broaden her focus. It seemed very obvious 
because of all the requests she was getting from First Ladies 
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around the world to share information and knowledge about 
what she'd done on drug abuse, to expand it on an interna
tional level. 

It wasn't that suddenly I arrived on the scene, or that 
1982 was here and this was a brand-new plan. She made a 
commitment to drug abuse a couple of years before that. In 
fa ct, during that first year she was educating herself about 
drugs. Now, hindsight would say that should have been pro
moted more. People should have known that she was meeting 
with those people and so f-or,th. But the fact was she was 
doing the right thing ,fjnt, and that was becoming 
knowledgeable abou1,_.the i&'rue. The plan was in palce all 
along for her to be able to get out, get to treatment centers, 
and so forth , and she'd been to some treatment centers before. 

We gave her the option& We came up with places for 
her to visit-treatment centers. Our role was basically to say, 
"Let us be your eyes and ears. You want to travel around 
the countryT You want to talk to kidsT You want to find out 
about their problem.sf Our role as a staff is to help you do 
that:' And that's what we did. And that's where we put sixty 
thousand miles on the plane. 

Watch Nancy Reagan in action . You can't fabricate love. 
You can't fabricate concern, at least to the degree that she's 
shown it. This isn't something you can manufacture You can't 
instantly have the kind of rapport that she has with kids. 
She's like a magnet _for kids. I've been there. I've watched 
it. I've seen kids of all ages drawn to her for some reason. 
I can't put my finger on it. There's a natural attraction there. 

I think there are a lot of concrete results. Thousands of 
parents' groups have formed coalitions to do something: shut 
down head shops; get legislation enacted; meet together to 
boost each other's morale and get their kids out of trouble. 

Just through the telension show "The Chemical People," 
which she hosted and which was the largest grass-roots ef
fort ever undertaken on television, local communities are 
organized now to fight drugs. Making a national priority 
out of this issue is what~ First Lady of the United St.ates 
can really do. I thini shes accomplishing that. 

She's got a commitment in her blood now. She sees the 
dimensions of the problem, and she wants to solve it. She 
always asks wherever she goes, "What else can I doT" I think 
you're always going to aee her working hard _o_n _it. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

~eople say I'm a very savvy politicianT Well, that's 
,,,,::Z_,) flattering. TrueT I don't know. Maybe that gets 

more into the realm of people, of having a feel for people. 
My husband projects tremendous trust in the American 

people, really tremend~u.e. ~ft~r lrow many years in politi~ 
my husband is still tfoderestimated by whomever he might 
be running against, underestimated by the press. But the 
people have felt that he was sincere and honest and that there 
was an integrity there. And they responded to that. 

I was upset after the first presidential debate in 1984. 
I thought they'd gone about it all wrong, and they had. They 
overloaded him. He knows all those things. They don't have 
to overload him. 

I suggested some changes. The second one was better, 
wasn't itT 

Did Al Haig leave because of meT No, no, no, no, no, no, 
no, no, oh, no. Is it try.e--thJ af~r the 1984 election I wanted 
to clear the dead wood out of .the CabinetT I thought that, 
in reading history, I'd always been given to understand that 

'-....,; 

at the end of your first term that was a logical time, if you _ 

wanted to make changes, to do it. Yes, I did think that. And 
what happenedT Not much. 

Did I want the presidency more than he didT I read that. 1 

Not true. I thought I married an actor. He was asked to run 
for office soon after we got married , an d turned it down. 
He was asked by the Democrats when he was still a Democrat. 
And when the governorship came along, I went along with 
it. But that wasn't something I had carved out for our future. 

ED ROLLINS 

~ President is very pragmatic, and he has very good 
V J)()litical instincts and very good people instincts But 

I think there is no question that Nancy can step back and 
probably take a little better view of it than he can, being 
involved in the day-to-day aspect of it. 
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She called me from time to time in the course of the cam

paign and raised concerns about particular things that might 
be happening around the country. She has a very good net
work out there, and , most of the time, when she calls me, 
she's got very valid points. 

She was very concerned in the California campaign dur
ing the 1984 election that the people out there were probably 
not being as effective as they could have been and that 
.Mondale was making a very heavy effort in the state, and 
she wanted to make sure-that we were alert to it. We were, 
but certainly, when she made her call, I went out and 
rechecked everything again and made a few changes. 

She's a darned good , san-y politician . I certainly would 
value her judgment. I think both she and the President don't 
like to think of themselves as politicians. He is someone who 
sort of shies away if you say. "Politically, .Mr. President, you 
need to do this." But I think he has superb people instincts, 
and she does, too. She happens to be a much better politi
cian with this particular candidate because she's lived with 
him and knows his strengths and weaknesses so well . But 
nevertheless, I would certainly always want her on my team. 

I don't believe she tries to get involved in the appoint
ment process, but I think that she certainly wants to measure 
people who work for her husband and wants to make sure 
that their effort is a total effort. 

q/ 

The two of them !refer not talking ahead of the actual 
election . I remember when Richard Wirthlin and I were 
briefing the two of them coming across country on the Sun
day before the election . It was very obvious that the Presi
dent, according to the public opinion polls and all private 
polls, was going to win a tremendous victory. They wouldn't 
believe it . They just wanted to wait until election day. That's 
always been their style. They didn't live as close to the polls 
or the numbers and what was going on around the country 
as som e of us in the day-to-day aspect of the campaign did. 

She was not involved in the details of the campaign . She 
was the person who sat there day in and day out with the 
President and , basically, .had to react one way or the other 
to what was going on and to the charges that were being 
made by the other side. She was not calling people in the 
campaign getting daily or weekly updates. We tried to talk 
to her every couple of weeks to let her know what was hap
pening, and kept her pretty confident that we were doing 
what was right. 

I think she felt that it was very, very important, as we 
started a second term, to have the very best we could get, 
and there were some people who had not worked out as 
effectively as was hoped when we started this administra
tion. I think her concerns were concerns shared by many 
people who advised the...P.resident. She wasn't in the ,,,.. ' 
forefront. I think she had conversations with the head of 
personnel here in the White House, and with Jim Baker, and 
with Stu Spencer, about what it was that we needed in the 
second term. 
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All of us fee l thi s is th e big leagu es and you ought to 

be able to play in this leagu e, and if you can' t , it's just like 
the National Football League or NBC Ne'"'-s. If you can't cut 
it , you ought to be replaced . 

The First Lady felt that the staff bad probably over
bri efed th e President for that first campai gn debate. There 
was 11 0 qu esti on he wasn·t as relaxed . I belieYe it was just 
th (' fa ct that he hadn't bee n in th e arena in a lu11g ti me. 
l\lun da le had fif ty-three debates in the co urse· uf the primary 
season before our debate. It 'd been fo ur yea rs si nce the Presi
dc11t had had any. I think she was very concern ed that he 
perform well th e second tim e. 

\Yalking off th e stage, he was the first one to make tl1 e 
comment th at his performan ce in th e first debate wasn't a 
typical Reagan performance. She felt it was imperative that 
maybe the st aff get out of the way and the President just 
get rrady for the second debate the way he was most 
r>o111 fort.ab It>. 
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LYN NOFZIGER 

~ i11k she's played a very important role in her bus
t_/ b-~nd 's political career. She's a very smart woman. 

She is wry politically astute. I someti mes think that if there 
weren't a Nancy Reagan , th ere wouldn't be a President 
Reagan or maybe even a Govern or Ronald Reagan . 

She has certainly been a motivating force in his life. This 
d oesn't mean she controls him , or tells him what to do, or 
that he's under her influenC'e. But it does mean that they 
discuss togeth er the direction in which he goes. 

They're a very close couple. They talk things over. But 
you must remember .that back in the middle and early six
ties, a lot of people came to Reagan and said. Run for gover• 
nor. run for the Senat e, on r thing or another. and be always 
said no. He was happier doing what he was doing. I think 
that if Nancy had said , "Ronnie, don' t run for gowrnor. I 
d on't want you to ; this is the good life:· that he would prob-
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ably ha,·e made the decision not too. The fact that she was 
vcry supportive and has been all along has been an integral 
part of his campaigns, an in tegral part of his ambitions, if 
you will. It 's made all the d ifference in the world. 

She's an adviser, a confidante. She is unafraid to tell him 
what shr t hin ks he ought to bear or what she thinks he ought 
to do. On ce again , it doesn' t mean that be does it. It 's not 
a formal rol e and it's not a rol e th at secs her active in the 
Wh ite H ouse as a policy person or as somebody who Yiews 
hr 1·self as part of th e Wh ite H ouse staff or the Cabinet. 1 
think Ronald Reagan has been very lucky to baYe Nancy 
there. 

STUART SPENCER 

~ looks for lovaltY to the President and to his 
t_J ~;·ograms. I can't say she looks for anything else 

particularly. She commands loyalty, and she feels that 
anybody working for the President should be a loyal person. 

She looks for talent that fill s spots. When 1 came back 
into the Reagan operation in 1980, it was at her behest, 
basically, and the Presidents They were having problems, 
politically, and she has alwa.-s viewed me as a good politi
cian, either wh en I was wit h them or against them, which 
1 was in 1976. So they wanted me to come back because they 
felt thE>y needed my political skills. 

Shr usually works through other people. She informs 
them of what her thinking is. H er great strength is the fact 
that she's a conveyor of information to staff that the Presi
dent would not convey to them. The President's not the type 
of person who's going to come down in the morning and say, 
"Stu, you really screwed up." H e just won't do that. But he 
might say to Nancy, "Boy, you know, 1 think Stu really screw
ed up on that one the other day." She'd call me up and say, 
"Spencer, you really screwed up!" You get the message. You 
could go for two or three weeks with Ronald Reagan and 
not know he's mad at you. 

We include her in a lot of the decision making in the 
political process when we're in a campaign . If we're having 
a discussion with the President and we're, maybe, losing the 
discussion , and we think ifs a strong enough point that 
should be made, we might enlist her help if we can. She 
doesn't always go with us. Many times, she thinks Wl'·re wrong. 

) 1'--'-u,:.&- JU\ i...--<..., 

Sh e·s a very good politician. She has the skilis and t he 
instincts of a politician and she's tactically very. very, very 
strong. H e· probably stronger strategically, but tactically, 
to get things done, she's very good. 

H e has the big picture. He understands the strategy of 
how be wants to get from here to there, and maybe some 
th ings that can happen . But she und erstands better how you 
get from here to there. 

Sh€' is a conserrntiYe. They 're like-minded ideologically, 
but she is always concerned about the fa ct that you can't 
E!OY rn unless you haw public apprornl, an d she recognizes 
that fact . And to keep your approval ratings up, your percep
tions haw to be up. She wants him to be able to govern , to 
accomplish the things that he wants to accomplish , and he's 
only going to be able to do that if his approYal ratings are 
good. • 

She didn't make life tough for me after I supported 
Gerald Ford owr her husband in 1976, but I got seYeral 
messages in the back channels so that I knew very well where 
she stood . I don't think I saw her from that period until 1980. 
I don' t n>call ewn talking to her in that period of time. I 
wa th e leper. 
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In 1980, I didn't waut to get inYo!Yed in an effort like 
that, with all the problems that were potentially there, unless 
I knew I had the support of the prin cipals. l th ink my big

gest single problem after the '76 campaign was more with 
her than it was with him , because he's more forgiving, in 
a lot of ways, than she is. So I wanted to make sure that that 
base was covered . l knew her feelings were stronger than 

his about what had happened in 1976. 
l think he would have probably gotten elected governor 

in 1966 with anybody else as his wife. He was a bot property 
in California . He was a ne'"" face. They were looking for a 
change and his timing was exeellent . But I don't think he'd 
have become President of the United States without Nancy 
Reagan. Because of her drive, her support system. she saw 
him through the good and the bad . H e spent a lot of tim e 
011 the road between 1974 and 1976, looking for the nomina
tion. And then it was grasped away from him. so to speak, 
b:, circumstances. And then they came back. in 1980, and 
she was there the whole time. Tremendous support system . 

Ronald Reagan maintains that the offiee seeks the man, 

and that's the major disagreement that be and I have. If you 
want to be President, you go get it . I mean. if you really 
look at Ronald Reagan's record from 1966 on . be was run
ning for the presideney in 1968. H e went out and be went 

after it. He wanted it badly. 

15 
In th e last campaign , th e President was at the top, 

Jimmy Baker was next , and then we all fed into Jimmy and 
he fed it into the President . As we were de,·eloping our ideas 
and concepts, we'd feed it back to Nancy if we felt there was 
a problem . Some parts of the political process, like prec inct 
organization, phone banks, coalition building. etc., et c., she 
und erstands. Other things she doesn't und erstan d, but she 
knows how her husband likes to operate. She kn ows bow he 
looks best , and how he's feeling. and you just have got to 
kee p her plugged in. 

l woul d n't emphasize the toughness. I think she can be 
tough , but she's a very sweet person, too, and a very warm 
person . I wouldn't want to suggest that she's just a tough 
woman. There are a lot tougher women in this process than 
h 

• I 
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If you ask the question , "Are you generally favorably 
or unfavorably impressed with the PresidentY", you'll prob
ably get numbers in the high seYenties. When we use 
something called a feeling thermometer, which is a very dif
ferent rating. th e Presideut's ratings haw been quite close 
to Nancy's. 

I think the extent to whi ch Nancy Reagan brings a 
dimension of concern auout important issue.s to the forefron t , 
issues that are widely supported by a large number of 
Americaus, to that extent, it does help th t> President. There's 
not doubt in my mind that Nancy Reagan is a strong political 
asset to the President of the United Stat es. 

1 don't think there was a lot of concern inside the White 
House that Nancy was becoming a political problem. But 
l do recall haYing conversations with some of the political 
pros outside of the V11 hite H ouse at that time. They said 
Nau cy Reagan could neYer be a major help to the presidency, 
and therefore she should simply keep a low profile. If that 
counsel had been followed , I think it would have been a 
disaster both for her and for the President. I'm of course 
personally pleased that she pursued very different and much 

As I said earlier, Nancy has very good political instincts. 
I n the latt er part of '83 and the first part of '84 , Nancy 
re,·iewed with rne at length how she Yiewed the pot ential 
Democratic contenders, and gaq~ me as good and as clear 
and as helpful an analysis of Mondale and Glenn and Hart 
as any of the so-called political pros. In fact, her judgments 
an d her instincts in some ways were ewn more closely at
tun ed to what the realities turned out to be than some of 
those who are paid for their political judgement. 
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111 October of '83, she felt that Glenn simply would not 
get th e nomination, and she saw the Hart phenomenon of 
that January before the New Hampshire primary, when he 
rea lly di<l emerge. She tagged Hart as someone who could 
give Mondal e a run for his money. She felt that Mondal e 
wou ld likely be th e opponent. She believed his biggest 
vuli1 crability was his tendency, his penchant to attack , and 
do it in a way that would alienate rath er than gain support. 
She was right on target on that part icula r judgment. 

She's an excellent pol , especially when it involves mak
ing judgments about people's assets and liabil ities. She's able 
to size up political motivations rather quickly. She's been in
volved , though very much in the background, in politics for 
eighteen, nineteen years, and she's learned a great deal in 
that period . 

Nancy Reagan is a realist and she's also very willing to 
make some tough decisions on person nel. I think I realized 
that for the first time when there was a change in the 1980 
campaign staff. Nancy Reagan felt very strongly that a 
change should be made. She"s willing to make and suggest 
some tough decisions. 

I talk to her quite frequently. In a number of those 
discussions, we review the things that I know she's interested 
in. She's interested in the President's j ob rating, the mood 
of the country. She's also interested in how her rating is doing. 

She has a good deal of sensitivity about communicating 
messages. The P resident is identified as the great com
municator. Well , Nancy Reagan has an awfully good sense 
as to what kinds of messages can be communicated clearly 
and which cannot. I think she recogn izes correctly the im
portance of leadersh ip. not only as an end in itself, but the 
importance of having someone who is viewed as a strong 
lead er to open up other options that wouldn't be there to 
a person who is viewed as less consistent and less strong. She 
views politics, again correctly, as a personalized activity
that is, people judging people and whether or not they trust 
an individual, whether or not they believe that individual 
is sincere. These are thing-ii she ranks relatively high . 

Whether or not to run for a second term was an open 
question for Nancy until qui te late. I think she was finally 
persuaded by November or December of 1983. She was still 
very open on whether the President should run and how she 
felt about that until sixty days before he announced. From 
what I know, they sat down , reviewed it together, looked at 
the pluses and the minuses. the challenge.s that would come 
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from runn ing for a second term . By November, by Decem ber, 
Nancy had pretty well decided that , given the President's 
feeli ngs, she would support his ru nning for a second term . 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

A /Jther one of us ever rea lly set out to do what we 
JV find ourselves doing. When the group, in 1965, 

after the '64 election when I had supported t he cand idacy 
of Barry Goldwater, 1 had always thought that my contribu
tion could be that, being a performer and thus well known 
au<l maybe able to attract an audi ence, I could support peo
ple and causes I believed in . Never did I ever think that I 
would want to hold public office. And this group came after 
the party had been so torn apart in the dissension of that 
campaign . California was split and they said that maybe we 
could have a hand iJ1 bringing it together. They kept 
emphasizing that I could win . 
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Our first reaction was, you kn ow, '' Don't talk foolishness. 
Go fiml a candidate and I'll be very happy to do everything 
l can to help him. But, no, that's not for us. That's not our 
way of life." 

Well, they kept on and on until we couldn't sleep. It 
seemed to be such a total change of our entire life that finally 
I said , "What if they're righ tY" and "What if this is 
something and we wouldn't be able t.o live with ourselves if 
we keep on saying -uof ' 

So the deal I made then , with perfect confidence that 
it would not result in my running for office, was, ".A.II right , 
you set it up so that l can accept all the speaking 
engagements here in California, not just political, chambers 
of corn merce, things of that kind , and let me do it for the 
next six months. I'll come back and tell you before the six 
months is over, whether you're right, that I should be a can
didat e, or whether there's somebody else. And I'll continue 
doing what l 've been doing in the past." 

And they did that , and I did my best out there. People 
would come up after a speech and say, "You ought to do this," 
and J'd say, "No;' and I'd start talk ing to someone else. I 
finally came home one night and said , "They're right. I think 
I do hnve the best chance of winning:' 

We almost decided between ourseh·es that , when I finally 
gave i11 a11d said yes, I would do it with the idea in mind 
that it was on ly for the election , that when the election was 
over I could go back to doing what I was doing. 

Sometime after I'd become governor, and we were sitting 
in the living room , all of a sudden it came to both of us that 
what we were doing made everything else we'd ever done seem 
dull as dishwater-that was the expression she used. And 
it was true. I had never anticipated sacrificing something 
I loved doing for something that was really going to be a 
chore. But instead of just talking about the problems from 
the outside, to actually deal with them and to have a hand 
in solving them-well, one man who was a gowrnor bark 
when I was a performer had said to me about his job that 
sometimes he went home feeling ten feet tall. We both felt 

that way about it. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

G?r':"member eYerything about it , ewrything. I'd gone 
J ~~t to lu11ch and for some reason, which I still don't 

understand-we·d almost f inished lunch-I said , "I think I'd 
better get ba r k to the Whit e House,'' and I got up and left. 

I came home and I was upstairs and a Secret Service 
man came up and said, ''I'd like to see you ." I went down 
th e hall and he said. "There's been a shooting but your hus
band"s all right ." Well . I was halfway down the elevator and 
I said , " I want to .. . " and he said, "No. ifs all right. H e's 
all right. They'll be bringing him bark here. He's all right:' 
l said , " I want to go," and we started out. We got there and 
they were wa it ing for me in the hospital to tell me that he 
had been hit . 

I can remember the sound in the hospital. I can remem
ber the confusion. the voices, the people running back and 
forth. the police telling people to get away. 

I can remember be1ng put into a little room-I think 
maybe three people could"ve gotten into it-where I still 
would be if Paul La..,;_alt hadn't come along and said , "Don't 
you think we could put Mrs. Reagan in another roomT" I 
rem ember wanting to see my husband and being told I 
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couldn't , and th en finally seei 11g him and th e wonderful 
hulll or and strength that came through when he looked up 
am] sni<l, "Honey, I fo rgot to duck." I remember everyt hing, 
going into the operating room, the smells, eYeryt hin g. 

I don't th in k that's something th at goes away. You both 
have you r own separate traum as. I 'm sure he has his, but 
I havr miu e. 

You learn to li ve with tha t. You haYe to. You know that 
eYerything's being done that can possibly be done, but, you 
know, everything's gotten so mu ch worse all oYer the world . 

I was pretty beaten down . Then, my fath er was ill. I lost 
weight . I knew all the ru mors going around saying I was 
ill , and I couldn't t ell th em really why I was losing weight. 

As I look back on it. I think I was in a state of shock 
much longer than I realized. My husband , I think , under
stood it more than I d id . H e was the one who suggested that 
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I go to England for the Prince of Wales· wedding because 
he felt that if I got away and went to a royal wedding-and 
wh en am I going to get a royal wedding againT-it woul d 
be good for me. But it was his idea. 

It's something that you don't forget. I thought, maybe, 
it wou ld fad e a little, but it doesn't. Every time he leaves 
t hr house. particularly to go on a trip, I think my heart stops 
til l he gets back. 

I really didn't worry before. You know that that's a 
possib ility an d so on , but you never think it's going to hap
pen to you , and when it does, it's a shock that stays with 
you. If the P resident worries about it , he doesn't tell me. 
Solll e t hings a re just too painful to talk about , aren't theyT 
Li fe is always peaks and valleys, and that was certainly a 
valley. 

Did it give me more a sense of mortalityT Oh yes. You 
rearrange your priorities very quickly. 

When anyone asks me about the security and Secret Ser
vice and doesn't it bother me an d so on , I say not at all. I'm 
very happy to have them. If it weren't for them, I wouldn't 
haw a husband. 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

CJ/4ink that it took her longer to heal than it did me, 
U ~~d I can understand that. I was confident that I 

was going to be all right and all , but I'm sure it would be 
harder for me to have .to stand by and see someone else and 
have th e worry that goes with it. 

Just picture the difference. All right , it 's happened to 
me and I'm there and I know, and I'm going to the hosp ital 
and so fo rt h, but the shock to someone at home on what's 
a normal , routine day, and someone walking in and saying 
what has happened-that's got to be a Jot worse than it is 
for the person it happened to. 

"\\~ILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

r-;;:r; assassination attempt was so tough on her that 
V I t hink she sincerely regrett ed that he'd run for 

Preside nt. And it was 1Juring that period when at least I 
had the impression that she was wry cool at the prospect 
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of his running again . Gradually, that fear was overcome. And 
then, of course, when he dec ided that he wanted to run again, 
that became dominant in her own t hinking. 

She didn't want to risk her husband 's life unnecessarily. 
And she thought that perhaps that was be ing done. That 
was during the height of her apprehension that , well, he came 
\'ery close to dying, as we all know. She knew it all alon g. 
Il er reaction to it was tota lly proteet i\'e. \Vhy should he run 
that risk! 

- ---- -·4 

MICHAE L DEAVER 

~ ,·as a tough time. We had a lot of conversations both v · in person and on the phone trying to keep her up. 
But she's a strong-willed lady and I think that whole ex
pe rience, as it did all of us, strengthened her. 

It ~as tough . Her life is Ronald Reagan, and she came 
very close to losing him. And then she had her father's death 
a little bit later. But this could have been the big loss of her 
life. I can remember myself-a nd her feelings would have 
been a hundredfold what mine were-going home and say
ing to my wife after ten days, afte r seeing the President ten 
days afte r he was shot , I said, "Carolyn, I'll never be the 
same.'' If I felt t hat way, my God, what did Nancy Reagan 
feelf I knew she cou ld n't sleep. I knew she wasn't eating. I 
talked to the doctors about it and I said, "You really have 
got to get in t here because she doesn't look well:' And her 
friends were all coming around, bringing her candy and 
coo kies and trying to give her encouragement and get her 
to fatten up a litt le bit. 

lvIAUREEN REAGAN 

Cf/ .J. had lived for years with the knowledge that some
"l,/j/ ; bing like that could happen, but yo u're never 

prepared fo r it. She was not prepared for it. Nor was she 
prepared for the fact that-despite his hu mor and his climb
ing out of it-he was very seriously injured , much more 
seriously than anybody knew at that time. I was there a week 
after the assassi nation attempt, and I can tell you it was 
pretty bad. She sat there, in that hospital, all day long. Every 
two hours, t hey would go in and they would physically pound 
on his bac k to try to get t he lungs to release this fluid that 
was build ing up. You could hear this. It was like somebody 
slapping a side of beef. She just sat thre and would say, 
"That's you r father they 're doing that to:' She sat there all 
day long with that, day after day after day. That has to take 
a toll on anybody, much more than I think any of us real

ized , much less anybody in the public. 
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NANCY REAGAN 

~ink l'w been a good mother. ~!any times discipline 
J i~- left to the mother because fathers are busy. Cer

tainly, we had a father who was busy. So Mother ended up 
being the disciplinarian , which is not always a happy role. 
Our children were growing up in the sixties. which was a 

t erri ble time to try to raise children , for children and for 
parents both. 

I belieYed in discipline. I •did not beliew in being per
missiYe or that , if they wanted to color the walls with crayons, 
it was okay. But I hop~ they always knew that I was there 
if there was a serious problem . 

Ron didn't plan on getting married the way he did. H e 
and Doria got to the marriage bureau and there was all this 
press there. They didn't expect that. So they thought, rath er 
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than lwYi11g to go through this twice. we' ll do it. And as soon 
as th ry did it, th ry called us to tell us and explain t o us. 
Jt's a littl e miskacli!lg. the way it's been reported. 

Patti wa s in Paris and they got th e engagement ring. 
As soon as th ey got ba ck here, th Py call ee!. alld we had a 
wry ni c(' wrd dinr and th ey 're wry happy. 

As far as ~li eharl is concerned, en·ry family has periods 
of 1ni sunclt' rsta11dillgs or diffi culti es or wh atrwr you want 

t o c,111 th r111. Th e~· soln• them. The main thing is that you 

tr~· to soln- th elll. and hopefully you do. But you're lu cky 
if you haw a prin1t e life and you ca n d o it priYat ely rath er 
th an in the papers. 

l don't belien' in talking about family in public. 
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All l said about Michae l was the lHl e se ntence about try- · 

i11g to settle a problem and I new r sa id anything more. 

,\ gain, that was blown up into such a big thing. Ewry family 

has their problems at one ti111e or another. No family can 

go through life without proble111s from time to t ime. We're 

all hullla n beings. 
I certainly \\'Otdd have trit'd to stop it if one of my 

children had gotte n inrnlved in drugs. [ wouldn't have sat 

bat'k and said . " \\"ell, this is just a pl1nse t hey're goi ng 

th rough, and they'll come out of it. and so mebody else will 

take ca re of it." I nHe r would ha\·c d one that . I might have 

Ltil cd . but at least I \\'Otild ha\·e tri t·1l. I don't think some 

pa rents try l'noug h. 
[ think they (the chi ldren) pmbably smoked marijuana 

at one tillle or another but t hey d idn't smoke it and smoke 

it and Sllloke it. I understand it. [t's like ha ving the first 

t' iga rett e. I3ut it's a gooJ deal n1orc harn1ful, ve ry harmful. 
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Do [ worry about what the loss of privacy will do to my 

cltild rr n! Yes. .\! t hough t hey're older now and it should be 

a little bit bette r fo r the m. It's very difficult fo r the children 

of Pl'nple in public life, ce rt a inly this kind of public life. 
Ifs very hard. 

DR. BARBARA KELLERMAN 

~ iuk one of the interesting things to look at when 
U y-~u·re looking at a First Lady is the really enormous 

inerl'ase in importance of the President's family since about 

1%0. Thrre a re \·e ry powerfu l, syste mic reasons for that, 

1rhy t he President's family-not just the First Lady but 

parents of the Presirlent, children of the President, s iblings 
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of t he I' residr nt. all of tli r 111-can pl ay wry powerfu l 

pol it ical roles. It's rea l! ~- in tr rcsting to look at th e entire 
fa 111il y dyna111i e. 

lt's a lso very int erest ing t o co me t o und erstand th r 

r cas(Jns fo r this in creast,d rolC' of the p residenti a l fa mi ly, an d 

th ose r ec1 so11s a re rpa ll_Y w ry sirup lr a nd Yery obYi ous, fo r 

exam pl e, th p i111pact of t elnision . Su<lclcnly, fawil ies are 

kn o,,·n quant ities in a way tl wy cou ld never haw been before. 

The <l ec li1w of th e p ol iti ca l party, th e <l eelin e of th r irnpor

tmic·r of th e pa r ty in th r prrsidc nt ial p rocess, mea ns th at 

prrsiden ts d on't haw a wh ole cadre• of p a rty crolli es t o r e ly 

on a ny longe r. So who do th ry rel y 011 1 F rien d s, and family. 

Th e in cr ra sed importa nce a nd freq ueney of thr 

primariPs. the dema nds of tl1 r pri ma ry system, mean that 

th e Pres ident has t o bl a nket this co untry with his presen ce. 

Very oft en , he draws on his fnrnily members to do some of 

th r campa igni ng- fo r h im . Their wives, t o be sure, but al so 
children and siblings and parents. 

You only haw t o loo k at th e Cart er campaign in '76 and 

ewn '75 t o und ersta nd how Cart er d epernl ed on his family 

t.o beco me known in this co untry. H e was an unkn own quan 

tity in '75. By '76, he was well ku own-and a good part , th e 

li o11·s share.. of the credit for that goes to the various members 
of his family. 

Finally, there's the changing culture. When Harry 

Trum an was President. which is n ot all th at long ago, he 

consid ered it unseem ly for women t o parti cipate in political 
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life, and told his wife an d daughter so. The changes in 
cul ture, not only political culture but social culture, make 
it positively appropriate and desirable that. women of all ages 
should play politi cal roles. 

Th e Reagan famil y, despite their earl y efforts to give 
a contrary impression, are in fa ct a Yery atypical family, 
and th e main way in whi ch they're atypi ca l is the lack of 

clust·ness, or th e apparent lack of closeness by co1wentional 
standards, between tlw parents and th e child ren. 

Sorn e of the reasons for this arc ob\·ious. Two of the fou r 
children are from another marriage. But it 's int eresting to 
notr that even th e two children that Nancy and Ronald 
Reagan share, th at they've had togeth er, are relatively dis
tant from th e , \Thit.e H ouse. I don't mean to suggest they 're 

estranged from the Whit e H ouse. But I th iu k famili es in 
general tend to stay in closer touch than the Reagans do with 
thei r own children. 

Certainly the past White H ouse patterns have had grown 
ehi l<lren far more acti ve in and support ive of their parents, 

political li ves than th e two offspring of Kancy and Ronald 
Rea~an. 

DOUG \VICK 

~ ink she is a very good mother. She's in the int oler
J able situation of haY in g every yawn or wink C..'\.ami11-

ed und er a microscope. I've certainly bad my ups and downs 
wit Ii my family, but if I had to read about them ewry other 
dny. I think it would be pretty disconcerting. 

It has to be very painful to have people crit icize you as 
a 111 ot her. I think her kids are crazy about her, though they've 
had thei r ups and downs, like any American fam il y. 

C.Z. \VICK 

l"J/4ink what you have is a wry caring. supportiYe 
J i~dividual. When Ron decided to go into dance. the 

t nhloiLls were reporting " Parents Upset O\'er Irresponsible 
Dt>cision ," or something like that. I n fact, what happened 
wns th at th ey were very supportive an d very interested in 
his ca reer desire and , basically, they onl;v said. "Well, we 
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hope you low thi s. and we kn ow you·ll be as good at it as 
: ·ou can be:· That"s prett:· mu ch continued to be the case. 

All th e kids call when they need some solid advi ce, and 
I th in k that family hol idays are important to the family, 

too. A sense of humor is an ot her one of th e chara cteristics 
of hr r rel at io11sh i p with a II of her kids. 

I think that all the kids in the Reagan family are very 
ind ependent. They·re indi\'id ual s, a nd any time you haw 

a room ful of adults. all strong indi Yicluals. like any family, 
there are going to be differenees of op inion. 

Ron and his mother are good fri e11Js. They enjoy each 
ot her·s company. The friendship has gone way beyond mother 

a nd son and th e 11_tte11d11nt duties of bei ng a son or being 
a mom. They·re both wel l-read. bright indiYiduals, who have 
a t rrrif ic sense of humor and rnjoy being with each other. 
Th ry haw fun toirether. 

Shr is a wry priYat r person. An awrnge family who's 
not in th e publi c eyt\ a family th at has strong indiYiduals 
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all with di fferent opinions, if that fami ly has diffe rences 
or friction. they' re able to work those things out in t he 

l'rirncy of tht>ir home. ~ ancy Reagan is somebody who would 
like to be able to work out any family problem or enjoy a 

famil r triu mph or pl easure in the pri vacy of home. 
I thin k her unwillingn ess to share eve ry detail of any 

family disagreement is probably what got the stories started. 
If she and the kids a nd t he President had been able to work 
nut the norma l family <lisagreements wi thout came ras stuck 
in the ,,·indow and microphones in t heir faces, it would ha,-e 
been a lot easier. 
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MICHAEL REAGAN 

CJ::" Hollywood, she was probably t he best of mothers 
J because she literally_ gaye up her career when she 

married Dad a nd had chi ldren. Most actors and act resses 
in Hollywood , because of thei r e.gos or whatever reason, main
tain that life. She gave it up. She said, ''I'm not acting any 
more. I'm giving it up. I'm staying home with the kids." And 
so she gave up a ca reer to be with Ronald Reagan. 

We a ll live in a fi s hbow l. The botto m line is eve rybody 
lows eac h ot her, but you stil l are going to ha,·e family squab
bles. I 'm sure eYerybody does. First Family squabbles are 
like having arguments in a base d rum-they reverberate. You 
ca n't have them behind closed doors. 

Take Thanksgiv ing d in ne r. The press is always asking 
those questions, '' Where is hef', because so much of the public 
out there expect you to always be at your dad's or your mom's 
for dinner. The on ly quest ion fo r them is, " Do you a lways 
eat at home?" Peo ple ask, " Why don't you live at the White 
Houser' I 'm forty years old. I like to li,·e at my own house. 
I think people misinterp ret things in their own minds: "If 
my clad were President , I'd be there every night:' Well, Dad 's 
President. Dael 's Dad to me. H e's not just President of the 
United States. 

Everybody in this family, ~laureen, myself, Patti, Ronnie, 
will walk a pl a nk for Ronald Reagan a nd Nancy. We'll walk 
off a bridge if that's what it takes, working to get him elected. 

Giving up time out of ou r li ves, which we fel t free to do. 
But we' re all individualistic enough to say, " But we've 

got our own lives.'' We've got to do t hat, too. Sometimes we're 
questioned about what we're doing- and people really hate 

to be questioned a ll the time. "Why are you doing this1" 
"Why are you doing t hat?" When Dad became P resident, 
none of us li ved at home. And I t hink this is the first Pres i
dent in many years to have none of his kids living at t he 

White H ouse at the start of his te rm . So everybody search
ed this out, trying to find out what we were <loing, why we 

were in business. People say "Gee whiz, Ronald Reagan must 
haYe a lot of money, why do you workf ' So, if you work, they 
say, "Gee whiz, don't they like you?" But if you don't work, 
you 're a bum. So what ca n you doT 

Dad and I have talked about his not seeing my <laughter 
until she was nineteen months old. E ver since Dad was shot, 

he has had such a fee ling of his p resence endange ri ng ot her 
pl'np lc. \Ye were talking about it t he ot her day. He asked 
111c if I we nt to chu rch. Il e said, "Gee, [ wish I could go 

<;,1ikb1,,~' 
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t o chu rch every Sunday." B ecause he worries ab out being 

in th e presen ce of p eopl e. H e co mes an d he Yisi ts Ashl ey 

and Yisits Cameron and spends th e kind t ime with the m he 

would like to everyda:·· Th en t hei r fa ces g et all oYcr t eleYi 

si on and everybody kn ows what they look like. And he wants 

t o kee p th em in the l>a ckgroulld as much as p ossib le. H e 

cl oesll·t want t o end a llgcr the m . 
Il e ca lls the m Oil the µh one an d talks t o Cameron . 

A shl ey's n ow starting t o t a lk a lit.tie bit on the ph one. From 

Oll l' side, you really und crst a lld it , a ll cl from the other. being 

a fa t her, beill g a parent , you say. "Gee, I wish he could spend 

s0111c tim e." Once we're abl e t.o sit d own and take that three

th ousa ncl -mil e ga p and close it d own to two chairs. talking 

t o each ot h er, we·re a bl t• t o solw t hat. 

But basically he just fee ls he cl ocs11't wallt t o put th em 

in th e risky situation of ha,·in g e\'C rybocly kn owi ng what 

th e·: · look like. It's prett:· ha rd fo r t he President of the l"nit ed 

Stat es to haYe a quiet tim e with h is gra n d k id s. 

H e'll be able t o sµ e lld t hat ti111 e wh en he get s out of of

fi ec. \\'hen he com es out here_ he's got P atti . he's got Ro n t o 

sec. he's got Maureen t o see. There are a lot of peop lP for 

hi m t o see when e\'Cr he ca n get t o Cal ifo rni a . So the tim es 

th at he d oes see the m . he 'l'"a nt s t o ma ke quality tim e. He 

asked on e ti me, " Should I come owr t o your h ouser· l sa id , 

~ 

--------------------------~'~ 

" 13:· th t' t inll' your motoreack pul led up. they would1 i' 1 11 11 11t 

Il l(' t o li\'l· th t're fill ;" rn o rC'.'' 

Is (' \'P r_,·th in g solwd between l'\an ey a nd me? \\'r 1ill 1 .. vdl 

eac h oth e r befur <' we en ~n walked int o the meetin!.! m · h1nl , 

a nd J th ink it's <'a!': · t o solve any prob le 111 you mii.:l it h11 \'e 

if you wal k into II llH'eti n g kn owing that : ·ou love eu<' l111t h,·1-. 

and we all cl o. \\'h t•n wr ha cl som e m isu 11d crsta11 cl i111' " \\'l' 

e lose cl 1l1c r ap of clista11cc, a11 d, once we d id th at. n,•r., 111111 g 

was rPall y solwd. 

l liq•d with t h1·1u fo r a cou ple of years im d we w1 •n· 1·1,,Sl'. 

\\'e llSl'd t o {.! O ou t t o th e r anc h an d thinl,!S of that 111d11 rt· . 

S he a nd D ad used t o co 111 e up a n d Yisi t me when l '" 1" 11 

boy in seliool. F or a ti111 c there, th ere wasn' t Patt i or 1!" 11 11ie, 

ju st l\l a urct•n a n d m e. The re's a r eal closeness thcr ,· 'l' llt ·n 

Patti a nd Ron ni e W<' r e kids. Nan cy h ad to giYe h<'r t 11111• t o 

th c lll whi ch is th <' thing she shoul d haYe been doing Tlt,·re 

wa s a c lose ness. \\'he n I was a kid , I loYed to have 111y l,ut·k 

ruhlw d . J used t o s it on h er lap and would haw her ~1•11ill'h 

my Lack . 

' ~ 
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l don't kn ow any wom en or men wh o ban• been through 

11 dirnrce wh o like to have thrir first spouses thrown up at 

th em on a constant basis. People magazine showed how mu ch 

money eYerybody made. They had Dad in one corner and 

Jane W:·m an in the other. My mom d oesn't like that any more 

th an Nan cy likes it or Dad likes it. And it gets thrown up 

lil'causl' it'll sell an arti cle or sell a newspaper or sell a 

rnaga 7,in e. And , j eez, that happened some thirty odd years 

ngo. Pl'opl e d o11· t likr spouses brought up after a thirty-year 

pl' ri od . You get a little bit tired of it. I don't think it 's 

j ea lous:· as mu ch as you just get tired of always hearing it. 
It's ancient histo ry. 

:MAUREEN REAGAN 

~ very comfortabl e that she's there. When I had the 

t../ f lu ,·ery badly. just before the inaugural , she was 

calling th e doctor three times a day to be sure that I wa s 

going to be all right for the festivities. I was inYited to go 

t o a party on Sundny afternoon , and so, wh en they came 

ba ck from Camp DaYid , I said l was going out to this party. 

She snid. "' \\"ell, you can't go t o that party. You' re sick ." J 

said . "No. no, no. I 'm much bett er, really l am ." And th ere 

l 11111. forty-four years old , standing in the hall of the ·white 

H ouse, hollering. "Mom, all my friends are goi11g to be there, 
1 ha 1·r t o go!' ' 

She called and told them I could only stay for an hour. 
l want ed to die. absolutely wanted to die. I said , "What are 

: ·ou, an Irish mother!" And she said , " Yeab, that's what I 

am. but you 're going t o get well.'' 

I had two role models when I was gro-wing up : Jane 

Wy111 an. wh o chose t o be a motion -picture star; Nancy 

Reagan, who chose to be a professional homemaker. They 

bot h mad e their choices. So when I got t o be nineteen years 

old. I kn ew that 1 could be anrthing in the world I wanted 

to be. as long as I was willing to work at it. and I could make 

the choice of what I waut.ed to be beca use those women had 

do11C' it . 

I went to boarding school at the age of seven. I went 

bC'cause. at that time, liYing in the town in which we lived, 

my pnrents felt that it was much healthi er for us t o live in 

a stnble em· iroumen t than to be in the H ollywood scene. 

I can't disagree with that looking back now, but as a child 

in boarding school. it's a little t.ough to understand because 

/! / (c1--f) n V\,__ 

)t>d--

1 you think you ·rt' missing something and , of course, you are 

missing bei 11g at home. Okay. Beca use of that, all of my 

growing-up yean: were sp C' nt in a different kind of em·iron

ment thm1 th ey would haw been if I had lived at home. So 

it's all part of what l k11ow and who I am and how I feel , 

about things. If you ask Ill e', did I miss something. l missed 

a lot of things. I rnissC'd watching teleYision " ·hen it was a 

littl e tin.,· scr t'en bC'eause we didn't have it where I went to 

seh oo l. There were a lot of things that T misseu , but am I 

unh a ppy about th C' m, No. Would l do it clifferently1 1 don't 

kn ow. I only know what ] ha ll and wh at I did , and I did 

th e best 1 could. 

We're a family. I don't kuow how close other families are_ 

I only kn ow about us. F or years. I liwd in the East a nd I 

didn't see anybody. It wasn't because they didn't care about 

me or an~·thing. but 1 wasn't hen'. If ewrybody got togethe r 

hPre at Christ mas and I wasn't there, it wasn't t.heir fault. 

It wasn't my fault . It was j~st the way it was. ] still felt 

that the_,- wen:' my family and I still felt that we were close. 

· ' ·/' ~'\ ,s; a. L / 'I ::i ,:--: 
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RON REAGAN 

ri:-c-s been a Ycry co11cerncd moth er. She·s a lways take11 

t..J ;1~ int erest i11 her children, wh at thry" re doi ng. bow 

th e:-·' r(' doing, and wants a closr relationshi p with them. She 

SC'ems to understand mr. You ' ll have to ask her other chi ldre11 

hO\\" she's uee n with them . 

l think she found it hard t o uncl r rstand reuellion in 

chil<lre11. After all , sh e grew up in a broken home, and 

wanted s (1 much for her moth er t o co!ll e back frolll the roacl 

am! pl a:-·ing th e th eaters and stuff, and wanted so much to 

haYe a fath er in the house. Well , we didn·t come from a broken 

home. At least, I didn't , Patti didn't. So wr didn·t haw that 

kind of burning desire for that sort of seru rity and that kind 

of family life, like a lot of ot her kids. !\l ost kids go throu g h 

a phasr where you say, "Chuck it I 'm going to go out and 

do what eYer I want to do," and I think she found that hard 

to und erstand, a littl e hard to take. But I think she·s gottei 

OYe r it. ,~ ll\? 
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Was she mad at me about going off an d getting mar

ried in New YorkY F or a little while, I gu ess. She didn't haYe 
t he wedding that shr would have liked . She'd haw lond to 

haw fl owers and wh ite dresses and all that , and we just went 

down t o the courth ouse. 
What happcnr<l was that we we're going to go down there, 

and we got our license at th e courthouse. and suddenly it 
occurred to us that in New York you haw t o wait between 

th r license and the marriage in case ~-ou change your mind 

or something. We also realized that if wr wait ed the two days, 
t he press'd be all owr us, so we conYinced the judge to wai Ye 

th e wa it ing period and just m arry us on the spot . 

If none of us children had eYer come al ong. I'm sure 

t hey'd haw been just fin e t ogeth er. But now that we' re here, 

she nreds us. t oo. She needs that la rger fami ly. She needed 

her parents as well. and still needs her mother. I n some ways, 

she st ill does. 

J1~ mui lier- ~ 

NAN CY REAGAN 

If' J:.. fath er was th e first neurosurgeon in Chicago. 

J J/ .Y i1e hat ed his na me, Loyal , just hated it. EYidently 
hi s lll othrr was reading a book or had sern th e na mr Loyal , 

whi ch she likr d . But it was a nam e th at was Yery f itting, 
one just rig ht for hi m. 
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H e was, as a young boy, nrr brigh,. H e got out of col-

11'€!r rarly. H e got int o rn cdi ca l school ea rl y and beca me a 

d oct or at a very you ng age. Il e was br ill ian t . and his con 

trilmtions to medicin c are hist oric , re~dl y. 

I thin k he helped set everything in placc for mr. H e was 

a man of tremendous principle. If you told him the t ruth, 

he ,rnu ld do anything for you , an~·th ing. H e was professor 

of surger:· at :K orthwestern and his students would say wh at 

a t ough t eacher he was. AnJ h e was. fortunatel y. If I had 

sonwbocly operating on my brain , I'd wan t them to be taught 

b~· n tough t eacher. I'd want th C' rn t o know what they're do

ing. But hr was only tough for th eir o,n : good. t o make them 

real ly goocl . 

Il e woukl leaw littl e not rs und rr mr door. Sometimes 

he\l lea,·e me little poems, a11J J remembt' r one t ime we had 

a disagreement about somet hing. I dot:·r remember what it 

was about . Il e left me a darling litt k nt)le under the door 

th e 11 rxt morning. 

Il e was a discipli11ari a 11 . H e expec-;nl a lot of you, and 

thu t was a wonderful thing. You'd fin d yourself wantin g to 

<lo 111ore t o please him. and that wa~ "h:· he was a good 

t eaeher. H e would make ~-ou rise t o heights you didn't kn ow 
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you roul d rcar h. But hr wns wry fair. Always fair. If he 

sa id 11 0 . th C' JJ hr would alwHrs explain why hr sa id no. l t 

would bl' hard for his students to und erstand. but 

und ern eath all of that stri ctness, he was a soft toueh. 

Was it hard for him t o transmit emotions? Not wit h me. 
i\ ot with my moth er. 

A lot of my rnlu es an d a lot of my beliefs, mu c- h of what 

l think is imp ortant in life, I got from him. lut egrit:·- Th e 

Yalu r of int r grit:·- Th e Yalue of d oing the best j ob you ca n 

11 0 mat ter wh nt the situation is, n o matt er what is presC' nt ed 

; . -~1,t 
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t o you. 110 matt er wh ere life takes you . The principlt" of 
ahn~ys being fair, always Leing honest, always being truthful. 

Il e wa s just a marvelous man , ancl one of th e hard est tinws 

I ha d that first year in the Whit e House was his being sie k. 

l miss hi m Yery much, very mu ch. EYen now. 1 remember 
a let ter from a cou ple whose ch ild was sick an d he droYe 

to th eir home to takP care of th e littl e girl. She ha d a tumor. 

H e saved her life and then , a littl e bit lat er, she became si ck 

again . H e went ba ck and operated on her again . Aft er the 

first tim e-and th ey sent me a photostat copy of this-he 

drew them a diagram of what was wrong, and then he said 

to them, " I hope you 'll understand that I haYe to send you 
a bill . l don't want to send you a bill." They didn"t haw much 
mon ey. "But I haw other people to consider here." And I 
think he sent them a bill for a hundred dollars-something 

like that. I think he operated on her three times ewntually, 
and he always kept in touch with them. 
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H e was dying and the fi rst year in Washingt on was not 
a great year and this was one of t he maj or r easons why it 
wasn't a g reat ~-ca r. H e was dying and l would talk to him 

011 the phone nery ni ght. Bu t then . when it got t o the end , 

l went to Phoenix and t ook hi m t o the hospital. And my 

mother. we t old my mot her he was going t o haw some tests. 

AllCl I stayed there and he died around nine PM . I've newr 

&'en anybody die before and certa iuJ~- neYer anybody I lowd. 

After that I was afra id th at my moth er would hear it on 
t eleYisi on or t he radi o, and I didu't want that t o happen . 

So l had to leaw the hospital and go t o my mother and t ell 
h t> r tha t he was gon~. 

I spea k t o her eYer~- night. From the White H ouse or 
" . herr n ' r. 

The tim e passes so qui ckly. and your tim e wit h your 

parents passes so quickly. When you /r l' t ri~ht d own to it , 
th ey're th e ones who a re going to put th eir hands in t he f ire 

fo r you . They 're th e ones who an• goi 11!! to st a nd up fo r you. 

srtLLbr~J 
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NANCY REYXOLDS 

~ink one of the lowest points I l1cl\·e en:> r seen ~ ancy 
J Reagan was when the President was shot. That's in a 

class by itself. Nothing can desc r ibe that.. But she was w ry 

st ron g du ri ng that period, too. ~\ nd WI'.'' upbeat trying to 
nurtu re ot hers who were so upset. 

It was when her fathe r die.d that I saw her at the lowest 
pe rioJ. I\·e eYer known. I think she felt the loss more kee nly 
t han ,he ewr believed she would. eYen t hough he had bee n 
11uite il l. She spent those last Jays with h in . She \\·as down 
in the cl umps, as any of us would be. S he ce rtainly wasn't 

•:'at ing ,·cry well. I think the President was dee ply concerned 

about he r. And then we all were when he was. But , of course, 
t ime does heal, a nd her mother is still needing he r care and 

lo,·e. The loss certainly affected her greatly. He was a tremen
dous infl uence in her life. A wonderful man . 

-r-r , 
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~[rs. Davis is in a class by herself . What a privilege it 's 
been fo r many of us to have known he r. She is held in high 
rega rd a nd affection wherever we travel. It was astonishing 

how, wherever we wou ld travel in the United States, some 
cab driver or some hell boy in a hotel or a manager in a motel 
would co me up and say, " ~frs. Reagan . I knew your mother 
once. S he was so kind to me." They always had a story about 

so mething Mrs. Davis had done fo r them. And we all knew 
that to be true, but it was astonishing the influence she had 
on peo ple of all kinds, a ll ove r the l'nited States. 

MARY JANE \VICK 

GKwas ve ry, \'ery difficult. She was ve ry close to her 
J father. She lo,-ed him very muc h. It's ve ry tough to say 

goodby to somebody you love very much and who has bee n 
a very important part of your life. I t was t ruly difficult fo r 

her. She'll have beautifu l memories, but it was difficult. Very. 

K~J/fTriead& 

l\tIICI-IAEL DEAVER 

{;-:! ca lls me whenever she wants to. It depends on 
t_} ,~-hat's going on that day. You ' re tal ki ng about a rela

tionship that's nuw ninetee n years old , and Nancy Reagan's 

a best fri end to me. There isn't a nything we haven't talked 

about ove r the years. I loo k at Nancy and me as a team. We 
a re fri ends. I've newr looked at it in te rms of people liste ning 
to me beca use I' m ~ a ncy's buddy. I've neve r thought abo ut 
it that way. I think she's ve ry supportive and very happy 

with the new team. S he's ve ry fo nd of Don Regan, and thinks 

he's doing a good j ob. They have a very good relationship, 
the Regans and the Reagans. 

I was at the White H ouse during the rocky start, and 
I was here during the good years, too. S he doesn't kn ow a 

lot of this new team, so I'm su re, being the worrier that she 
is, she probably thinks about that. But I don't intend just 
to wal k away from the White H ouse, eit her. I've got a lot 

TI 
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invested here with these two people, and rm going to be 
helping them. 

SHEILA TATE 

~ed working for her. She·s the first woman I ever 
J ~~rked for, though I don't think that dawned on me 

until se'"eral years into it. She's very detail-oriented, and 
because I am also detail-oriented, I found it easy and en
j oyable to work for her because she knew what she wanted. 
You learn to anticipate her needs and what she would want. 
I found it a n.•ry productive place to work. 

To some degree, she is a worrier. She admits that. But 
she doesn't worry unnecessarily. If she·s been provided with 
all the information about an event, she·s not going to worry 
about it. But if there are holes in it and she sees there are 
holes, then she· ll worry. She'll call you and say, "What's go
ing on at this e,·ent1 Who's on the daisT Who will I be sit
ting withT ,\re their remarks available in advanceT When 
<lo I get there1 When do I. leaveT" She wants to know that 
sort of things. and I think: thafs smart. I found that that 
was a plus. Now, if you weren't used to that, maybe it would 
be hard on you. But I think her staff enjoyed that about her. 

I always enj oy being in her company. she had unique 
obscrrntions. She was funny. You felt a little protective of 
her. She has that vulnerable quality, and yet you know she's 
a very secure, well-defined person in her own mind with 
regard to what she does and how she does it. And yet you 
get the feeling that she's this tiny little person who needs 
to be protected. She is co mplicated, and that makes her very 
interesting. 

NANCY REYNOLDS 
, 

~ink she expects the same of you that sh_e expects 
J ~-i herself, her husband , and anyone who·s around 

her. That's not an unreasonable demand, in my book. She 
always is willing to listen if you give her good reasons why 
a suggestion must be made. One of the joys of working for 
both the Reagans was that they never equated disagreement 
with disloyalty. So we oft en disagreed on many issues and 

SidUJCM .ft.-:: 
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I would have to back it up every time I would say, "Well, 
I think you should be doing thiS:' or "I think we ought to 
think about this." I would have to back it up with some 
awfully good arguments. Usually, her commonsense won. 

------,-----

C.Z. WICK 

~ess I've known her twenty-five or twenty-six years 
V ~d I know her really well. As someone of a different 

generation, I can provide,i maybe, a look at her that the 
average person who rea~ or sees a report on the news doesn't 
get to know about. _ ,., 

We were family friends dating back to early elementary 
school days, and she's really been a personal friend. You 
always have a special relationship with a friend of the family. 
It's been a close, one-on-one relationship. It's been that way 
since I was a little kid. It wasn't so much adult-to-kid as it 
was friend-to-friend, and continues that way. 

She's a terrific person to bounce things off of, someone 
who's going to put your best interests first and not try to __ 
steer you in a direction that doesn't feel right. 

I remember when I deci~d not to practice law, after 
law school. I called up and I said, ~'I want to sound you out 
on something because-l"'m feeliag .this." And when I told her 

' my reasoning for getting into another business, she said, "I've 
been expecting this call;' not, "Boy, it'd be a lot safer if you'd 
join a firm and kept that suit on:' She understood from 

' knowing me that I was interested in other things. It's nice 
to have somebody who knows you well, who can give you 
an objective response, a real helpful way of looking at things. 

My family has a tradition. Christmas Eve is a big deal 
for us, and there's been a Santa Claus ever since I was born. 
At first, to convince you that there was one, and later, when 
we ran out of young kids, because it was still something we 
wanted to do, and the tradition, involves having some close 
friend play Santa eaeb time. ~ 

Well, when my family moved to Washington and I end
ed up commuting to Christmas, we'd have Christmas Eve 

' at our house and then we'd go to the White House and have 
Christmas dinner with the Reagans. The President's been 
Santa, and Ron's been Santa. Wfive all had our turn. It was 
Mrs. R's turn this year. Ron was not with us. She was on the 
phone with him while we were putting the pillow on and 
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the crazy suit and all the rest, and it was great. She was 
one of the better Santas on record, I'd say. 

Being Santa entails coming into the living room on the 
cue of "Jingle Bells'!__a very original piece of dramatic 

work-and sitting in a blf ~~ chair and having everyone 
in the room sit on your_ ltnes and tell you why they should 

' get whatever they wa'ii(for Christ~·Humorous rejoinders 
' from Santa are part of the ti;atfition, and she has a way of 

coming up with them. Everyone was very careful when sit
ting on her knee. After all, it's not like when I sat on her 

1 knee twenty years ago. We had a great time. 

As close a friend as she is, I wouldn't feel right calling 
her Nancy. You find a fond way of referring to someone 
without crossing that line, and it has nothing to do with 
something I've heard from :he~just my own perception. 
Because she and my mot.her are ~lose, I could always rely, 
if I was out of town or not around or something, on calling 
her if my folks weren't home and finding out what was go
ing on, because they're in close enough touch. If someone! 
did well in school, or there was some family business that 

__J didn't know about, I could always trust her to do it. So· 
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"Cofcret Agent 007'' was sort of an ongoi ng joke between all 
of us. And looking for that special kind of nickname that 
characterized a special relationsh ip, "Double O Seven" sort 
of stuck , and that's pretty much what I call her. 

My folks were looking for a house-warming gift when 
the Reagans moved to the White H ouse. There's plenty of 
silver there and plent y of the things you would get a newly
wed couple, and somehow the th ought of Camp David and 
all those great trails they qave up th ere came to mind, so 
my folks got them a b~cycle buil t for two, figuring that a 
spin around the property up there would be great. They had 
it delivered to the White House, and Ron and I decided when 
we were visiting to take her out and give her a spin. She 
put on her j eans and we went out on the driveway by the 
South Lawn and took a few turns. 

One of the earliest memories I have of her as a friend 
was when I was seven years old and playing the genie in 
some school play-that's a big deal when you're seven. It 
would probably still be a big deal if I were still doing it. 
She was the first person backstage to say, "Boy, was that 
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great?' You really knew she was listening and watching. She 
was always there. When we were living in Los Angeles and 
she was in Sacramento, there _ji>agy.lways that call: "Heard 
about so-and-so, and boy, was t ha.t--gre,t?' She's someone who's 
there for you. 

The Reagans were in Sac,ramento and I was deliver ing 
something to the house. I didn't know if she was going to 
be there I hadn't seen her in a while and, in those days, had 
hair down to my shoulders and a beard and walked in in 
a work shirt or something. Sure enough, she was there. I said, 
"Jeez, I wish I 'd cleaned up a little bit;' and it was like old 
ti mes. I think there were a couple of aides around and it 
was as if I'd seen her yesterday. There was no hesitation about 
my appearance. 

She's always asking me when I'm going to bring some 
nice girl over to meet her. I've tq_ld her I wasn't ready yet, 
and that if it happens or whe'll")ljiappens, my parents have 
a used brick patio that would need a t ittle cleaning up before 
the wedding. She'll say, "I'll scrub it for you, and I won't 
forget." So the joke is that I have this old pair of knee pants 
at home and she will say, when I tell her about someone I've 
met, "Is it time to _!_akE: the knee pants out yetT" 

DOUG WICK 

Re•s a very good friend. She's one of those people who 
tJ ~lues her friends, ahd makes an effort to keep and to 

\ 

build the friendships. -She's sGmeone who, if you're going 
through a troubling period, you know you're going to get 
a phone call from, and she'll try to be constructive. And she's 
consistent. No matter what's going on in Washington, she's 
still making an effort to stay in touch. 

She's very good with advice. I was going through a kind 
of romantic crisis and the Reagans were over at my parents' 
house for Christmas. I was getting a little obsessive about 
this problem I had with mr girlfriend, and I spent two or 
three hours talking with her in a/corner. You never would 
have known I was ·slowing thin~ down. It turned out I'd 
kept dinner an hour late, but she'~ someone who listens and 
responds, and then calls yon two weeks later and tells you 
you'd better get off your duff. 

Shes one of the great lunch dates in America, and I think 
if everyone in America got to have lunch with her, she'd be 
one of the most popular woman in the country. She listens, 
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she's smart , she's got a good sense of humor. I have a lot of 
show-business fr iends who have gone to Washington and, no 
matter what thei r politics were, if they happened to spend 
time with her, they always came away with great reports 
because they found her engaging and smart, and whatever 
preconceptions they had were always changed. 

I think she's certainly at her best one-on-one because she 
relates that way. She relates directly to you, person to person. 
f n groups, she's not someone who thrives on being the center 
of attention. 

11ARY JANE WICK 

~first t ime we met each other, our children went to 
V nursery school together. It was a small school and the 

pa rents would get invoked. As a matter of fact, she and her 
cousi n manned the hot dog boot h during the school fairs. 
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\Ve had ou r interests, children and families, fri ends, 
being invoked in the community together. She has a really 
marvelous sense of humor. She's very funny. 

\\"e were im·olved with the Colleagues together. The Col
leagues started out as a home for unwed mothers. Then it 
later became a home fo r abused children and affiliated with 
the Children's Hospital in Los Angeles. We have a large sale 
each year in Santa .\ionica-used clothing, all kinds of used 
carpeting, furniture, antiques, furs. People come from all 
o\·er the country to buy or sell. 

-:-.:ancy has many friends all ove r the country. She's a 
wonderful friend. They were all involved in different ac
tivities in Los Angeles. Most of the people who are friends 
of both of ours are people in..community activities. Most of 
her friends were very suppo rtive during her husband's 
campaigns. 

She's a friend of mine. I see all the positive things she 
has done when she was the wife of the governor of Califor
nia and when she was his wife befo re he was governor. She's 
still a very good person who's done so much for so many peo
ple and so many causes. She cares. 

BONITA GRANVILLE WRATHER 

~rst met .\[rs. Reagan abo ut thirty years ago, and 
V I met Ronald Reagan when I walked on the set of a 

fil 111 at Warner Brothers called Angels Wash Th eir Faces, 
and he was the male lead and Ann Sheridan was the female 
lead. I was one of the Dead-End kids. 

Our circle of California fri ends formed over a period 
of years. I think we all came together in the early sixties 
when we felt California needed a leade r. A lot of the 
ge ntlemen, Earl .Jorgenson , Dale Wilson, William French 
Smit h, Justin Dart, H olmes Tuttle, and my husband, tried 
to talk Ronald Reagan into running for governor. And after 
that, the friendship was cemented. We enj oyed being 
together. We enjoyed doing the same things. And, of course, 
we were all of the same political pe rsuasion . 

Nancy Reagan is probably one of the most loyal friends 
a person cou lJ have. She has deep sympathy and empathy, 
and she's \·ery loyal to her old fri ends as well as her new 
frienJs. I thin k Nancy is a ve ry special human be ing. 

c,1 cu bw,?Ii) 

t6-§ 

------- ------. 



- - r 

0')\ 

~'0-\J~ ~ ,~ 
I 

I v 

s-i·cU.b,v<±f) 

-~ 

..,, r ~~ · 

11 

fThbY~ 
to- {Jome, 

I - • 

,. , - ... r -~ .... 
•• I • - • -.. ,~ - .._. . - '- ... r'C - • ~ 

THE RANCH --
PRESIDENT REAGAN 

('-;J!;; house was built in 1872. It was adobe, plaster
V covered, kind of a not too pretty brown. There was 

a screened porch, with green plastic sheets around the bot
tom, and an aluminum corrugated ceiling that went across 
just above your head. We had a contractor come in. We 
wanted it enclosed and stuccoed so it would match the plaster. 
This is the only thing that we didn't do, that we had profes
sional help fo r. 

\Ve'J get a fire going and we'd lean tiles against the screen 
to soften them up. They'd get very rubbery and we'd grab 
those and put them on the floor-feed them in while we put 
fres h ones up the re to soften up. This was easier than the 
rest of the house because, built a hunc.lred yea rs ago, I guess 
they didn't have good square measures and things. There 
wasn't a square co rner in the rest of the house. So when it 
came to tiling, we had to figure out a way to lay the bulk 
of the tile and then , around the edge, cut the tile to fit t he 
different widths that were left. 

J~ 

This ranch really casts a spell. You sit out there, look
I ing at that ,·iew. With our first ranch, J[u lholland ran right 
, through it about tn-o hundred and fifty feet from the house. 

Here, yo u turn in the gate-ifs just a road for a few ran
ches that are off this road up here-and once you're inside, 
there's so sense of traffic of the outside world at al l. 

Nancy said the proper line one llay. I've used it, I've 
sto len it from her a million times since. "Presidents don't 
get vacations. You just get a change of scenerY:' Now I spend 
much of the morning befo re we ride on the phone making 
calls, and there is the usual paperwork that comes in several 
times a day. The job goes with you. You're not taking time 
of f. You're not really escaping anything. 

But the main thing is. we aren't here that often. Th ink 
bac k on other presidents: Ike and Augusta; President Nixon 
with the Western White House plus the place in Key Bis
cayne, Florida; J ohn F. Kennedy with Hyannisport and the 
farm in Virginia. 
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The White House has magnificent quarters and we're 
very well treated there, but you are kind of a bird in a gild
ed cage, and they don't open the door very often to let the 
bird out. 

I think I'm very conscientious. We both think about 
responsibilities and what-mus(be done. But I al.so know what 
this ranch means. There is a line in the scriptures that 
describes it: "Look to the hills from whence cometh my 

strength?' 

NANCY R.EAGAN 

l"JAhink it's important for people to get away from 
J Washington, for a President to get away from Wash

ington. It can become very insular, and you think that 
Washington is everything-that it's the be all and end all . 
It's not. It's important to b~ away )lnd get a whole different 
feel and perspective and hear -aiff-erent voices. 1 

When you think of other presidents, some of it is that ! 
they've gone for vacations to places that 'Were very close. Half 
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the time peop le didn't even know they were gon e. But for 
us, our home is farth er away. 

Was I nervous about bringing the Queen of England here 
for lunchT I was, until she got here. That whole trip, nothing 
happened the way it was supposed to, starting with the 
weather. There's something about things not going according 
to schedule that makes everybody kind of relaxed and makes 
it more spontaneous and you feel more cozy somehow. She 
was dying to get up here. She got in the truck and she crossed 
the streams and all of that. 

You can get outside here and walk, ride, you know, all 
those nice thing& I've read those stories about my being bored 
here. Not true, not true. But how many times can you keep 
saying, "It's not true"T Pr~tty~-~on you say, "Well, if they're 
going to say it, they're going to say it?' 

I know it's not true. I know I love to come here. I know 
it's very peaceful. 
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JAMES ROSEBUSH 

ri:!·s seen that she can have an i~ipact. I think she hopes 
t_} ~~ be remembered as II First Lady who cared about 

people and was supportive of her husband. 
The on ly indication we ha,·e now is what the polls tell 

us at this time, but I think she'll rank very high, because 
of the substantive issue that she's gotten into. Its not an easy 
issue. It's a very emotional one. 

That 's just the beginning. You'll see );ancy Reagan 
traveling more abroad, accepting invitations from those First 
Ladies she's already visited with here, and perhaps some 
other countries, too. You may see another conference, another 
summit. I think this is the beginning of her lead~rship on 
an international level. I've observed her at very close hand. 
I've seen those feelings and commitments deepen . 
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One of the first things I was impressed with about Nancy 
Reagan was when she said to me, 'Tm not going to become 
something that I'm not." Over and over again, she'd tell me 
that. 

I think it's for ,history to tell, but my opinion would be 
that she has left an important mark on history. 

MICHA.EL DEAVER 

l"J/4ink she understands lx>tter now than she did at the 
t../ t;~ginning that she is in a position for the first time in 

her life to be more than just ~irs. Ronald Reagan, that she 
can do something with her life independently tqat can bring 
about a change for the good, whether that's in the drug-abuse 
program or whether · its the way she deals with foreign 
visitors. I think Nancy Reagan understands that she herself 
can be a force for good. 

I see that in her. I see that she understands that the first 
role in her life is always going to be Ronald Reagan's Nancy. 
She also sees that she can take some time and do something 
else where she can make a contribution, too. 

WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY 

.Aeanor Roosevelt wanted to be an activist. She wanted 
0 ~o be thought of almost as Mrs. Wilson was thought of. 

But I think the mark that Nancy Reagan wants to leave is 
that of having-and I pay her no dishonor by saying this
been an exemplary First Lady. Are you doing everything 
one expects of a First LadyT And if you say that's making 
a mark, then I will say, well, anybody who wants to approach 
the paradigm, wants to make a mark. 

BILL BLASS 

l'J/iwill be difficult to judge whether or not she will 
t../ ~wenty years hence have the same impact as Mrs. 

Onassis. Perhaps it 's because when Mrs. Onassis, as Mrs. 
Kennedy, arrived at the White House, she was still young. 
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She \\"as not a trend setter, eithe r, for that matter, but she 
did have an impact simply beeause she was young and it 
was the first time in many gene rations, many decades, that 
a First Lady had style. 

RICHARD DAVIS 

~ has made her mark in several ways. I th ink the con
t__} ~~-mporary mark she·ll leave cou ld be the drug-abuse 

program. The lasting mark would be how she is perceived 
in the years to come as a "'ife. a dear friend, advise r, con
fidante or her husband. I think that's probab ly the most im
portant thing to her. 

NANCY REAGAN 

GJ::;,ver rea lly thought about how I'd like to be remem
J b~red as First Lady until somebody asked me the 

other day. I never haYe thought about it, but I guess the best 
answer I can give is that I cared, that I tried to make things 
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