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DROPBY EAGLES DINNER
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1988

THANK YOU, THANK YOU ALL.

e S

— THO>E
YOU KNOW, SEEING EHAT WONDERFUL FILMS
JUST Now//- WELL, WOULD YOU BE SURPRISED

' IF I TOLD YOU IT REMINDED ME OF MY FORMER

CAREER? { COME TO THINK OF IT//IF ALL MY OLD

PICTURES HAD MADE ME LOOK AS GOOD AS ?3%
GHE DID//I MIGHT NEVER HAVE LEFT HOLLYWOOD
IN THE FIRST PLACE.

ST BUT THERE WERE QUITE A FEW PEOPLE WHEN
I LEFT SHOW BUSINESS WHO FOUND THE
ADJUSTMENT HARD TO GET USED TO0.j BACK WHEN
JACK WARNER FIRST HEARD I WAS RUNNING FOR
GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA//HE THOUGHT FOR
A MOMENT, THEN SAIDrf “NO, NO. JIMMY
STEWART FOR GOVERNOR. REAGAN FOR BEST
FRIEND."
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ADDRESS TO THE NATION ON CENTRAL AMERICA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1988

MY FELLOW AMERICANS: I WANT TO BEGIN TONIGHT BY
TELLING A STORY, A TRUE STORY OF COURAGE AND HOPE. IT
CONCERNS A SMALL NATION TO OUR SOUTH, EL SALVADOR, AND
THE STRUGGLE OF ITS PEOPLE TO THROW OFF YEARS OF
VIOLENCE AND OPPRESSION AND LIVE IN FREEDOM.

NEARLY 4 YEARS AGO, I ADDRESSED YOU AS I DO
TONIGHT AND ASKED FOR YOUR HELP IN OUR EFFORTS TO
SUPPORT THOSE BRAVE PEOPLE AGAINST A COMMUNIST
INSURGENCY}f THAT WAS ONE OF THE HARDEST-FOUGHT — S
POLITICAL BATTLES OF THIS ADMINISTRATION. THE PEOPLE
OF EL SALVADOR, WE HEARD, WEREN'T READY FOR DEMOCRACY;
THE ONLY CHOICE WAS BETWEEN THE LEFT-WING GUERRILLAS
AND THE VIOLENT RIGHT -- AND MANY INSISTED THAT IT WAS
THE GUERRILLAS THAT TRULY HAD THE BACKING OF THE
PEOPLE.

M"' T '»4"“"‘”“Mh;mrﬂw‘;%‘m‘%
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BUT WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE WERE ABLE TO SEND HELP
IN TIME. OUR PACKAGE OF MILITARY AID FOR EL SALVADOR
PASSED CONGRESS BY ONLY FOUR VOTES -- BUT IT PASSED.
SOME OF YOU MAY REMEMBER THOSE STIRRING SCENES AS THE
PEOPLE OF EL SALVADOR BRAVED COMMUNIST GUNFIRE TO TURN
OUT IN RECORD NUMBERS AT THE POLLS AND VOTE
EMPHATICALLY FOR DEMOCRACY.

IR
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OBSERVERS TOLD OF ONE WOMAN, WOUNDED IN A
COMMUNIST ATTACK, WHO REFUSED TO LEAVE THE LINE AT THE
POLLS TO HAVE HER WOUNDS TREATED UNTIL AFTER SHE HAD

VOTED.C THEY TOLD OF ANOTHER WOMAN WHO DEFIANTLY

ANSWERED COMMUNIST DEATH THREATS SAYING, "YOU CAN KILL
ME, YOU CAN KILL MY FAMILY, YOU CAN KILL MY NEIGHBORS.
BUT YOU CAN'T KILL US ALL."™ THAT IS THE VOICE OF A
PEOPLE DETERMINED TO BE FREE. THAT IS THE VOICE OF THE
PEOPLE OF CENTRAL AMERICA.
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IN THESE LAST SEVERAL YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN MANY
SUCH TIMES WHEN YOUR SUPPORT FOR ASSISTANCE SAVED THE
DAY FOR DEMOCRACY. THE STORY OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN
THAT REGION IS ONE OF THE MOST INSPIRING IN THE HISTORY

OF FREEDOM;IHTODAY, EL SALVADOR, HONDURAS, GUATEMALA,
AS WELL AS COSTA RICA, CHOOSE THEIR GOVERNMENTS IN FREE
AND OPEN DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS. INDEPENDENT COURTS
PROTECT THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THEIR PEOPLE CAN HOPE
FOR A BETTER LIFE FOR THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHILDREN.

e ——_————

IT IS A RECORD OF SUCCESS THAT SHOULD MAKE US
PROUD. BUT THE RECORD IS AS YET INCOMPLETE. THIS IS A
MAP OF CENTRAL AMERICA. AS I SAID, GUATEMALA,
HONDURAS, EL SALVADOR, AND COSTA RICA ARE ALL FRIENDLY
AND DEMOCRATIC.
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IN THEIR MIDST, HOWEVER, LIES A THREAT THAT COULD
REVERSE THE DEMOCRATIC TIDE AND PLUNGE THE REGION INTO
A CYCLE OF CHAOS AND SUBVERSION. THAT IS THE COMMUNIST
REGIME IN NICARAGUA CALLED THE SANDINISTAS -- A REGIME
WHOSE ALLIES RANGE FROM COMMUNIST DICTATOR FIDEL CASTRO
OF CUBA TO TERRORIST-SUPPORTER QADHAFI OF LIBYA. BUT
THEIR MOST IMPORTANT ALLY IS THE SOVIET UNION.
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WITH CUBAN AND SOVIET-BLOC AID, NICARAGUA IS BEING
TRANSFORMED 'INTO A BEACHHEAD FOR AGGRESSION AGAINST THE
UNITED STATES -- IT IS THE FIRST STEP IN A STRATEGY TO
DOMINATE THE ENTIRE REGION OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND
THREATEN MEXICO AND THE PANAMA CANAL. THAT IS WHY THE
CAUSE OF FREEDOM IN CENTRAL AMERICA IS UNITED WITH OUR
NATIONAL SECURITY. THAT IS WHY THE SAFETY OF DEMOCRACY
TO OUR SOUTH SO DIRECTLY AFFECTS THE SAFETY OF OUR OWN
NATION.
s v
BUT THE PEOPLE OF NICARAGUA LOVE FREEDOM JUST AS
MUCH AS THOSE IN EL SALVADOR. YOU SEE, WHEN IT BECAME
CLEAR THE DIRECTION THE SANDINISTAS WERE TAKING, MANY
WHO HAD FOUGHT AGAINST THE OLD DICTATORSHIP LITERALLY
TOOK TO THE HILLS, AND, LIKE THE FRENCH RESISTANCE THAT
FOUGHT THE NAZIS IN WORLD WAR II, THEY HAVE BEEN
FIGHTING THE COMMUNIST SANDINISTAS EVER SINCE.
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THESE ARE THE FORCES OF THE DEMOCRATIC
RESISTANCE -- THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT NAMED THEM
CONTRAS, BUT THE TRUTH IS, THEY ARE FREEDOM FIGHTERS.
THEIR TENACIOUS STRUGGLE HAS HELPED BUY THE SURROUNDING
DEMOCRACIES PRECIOUS TIME AND, WITH THEIR HEROIC
EFFORTS, THEY ARE HELPING GIVE FREEDOM A CHANCE IN

NICARAGUA.| A YEAR-AND-A-HALF AGO, CONGRESS FIRST
"APPROVED SIGNIFICANT MILITARY AID FOR THE FREEDOM

' FIGHTERS. SINCE THEN THEY HAVE BEEN WINNING MAJOR
VICTORIES IN THE FIELD AND DOING WHAT MANY AT FIRST

" THOUGHT IMPOSSIBLE: BRINGING THE COMMUNIST SANDINISTAS
TO THE NEGOTIATING TABLE AND FORCING THEM TO NEGOTIATE
SERIOUSLY.

rn e NUPERS
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FROM THE BEGINNING, THE UNITED STATES HAS MADE
EVERY EFFORT TO NEGOTIATE A PEACE SETTLEMENT --
BILATERALLY, MULTILATERALLY, IN OTHER DIPLOMATIC

SETTINGStJAEVWEﬁVB?S HAVE TRAVELED TO “THE REGION ON AT
LEAST 40 DIFFERENT OCCASIONS. BUT UNTIL THIS LAST
YEAR, THESE NEGOTIATIONS DRAGGED ON FRUITLESSLY BECAUSE
THE SANDINISTAS HAD NO INCENTIVE TO CHANGE. LAST
AUGUST, HOWEVER, WITH MOUNTING PRESSURE FROM THE
FREEDOM FIGHTERS, THE SANDINISTAS SIGNED THE GUATEMALA
PEACE PLAN.

PO R
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THIS TIME, THE LEADERS OF THE FOUR CENTRAL
AMERICAN DEMOCRACIES REFUSED TO LET THE PEACE
NEGOTIATIONS BECOME AN EMPTY EXERCISE: WHEN NICARAGUA
MISSED THE SECOND DEADLINE FOR COMPLIANCE, THE
DEMOCRATIC LEADERS COURAGEOUSLY STOOD AS ONE TO INSIST
THAT THE SANDINISTAS LIVE UP TO THEIR SIGNED
COMMITMENTS TO DEMOCRATIC REFORM. THEIR FAILURE TO DO
SO, SAID THE DEMOCRATIC LEADERS, WAS THE BIGGEST
OBSTACLE TO PEACE IN THE REGION.

THE SANDINISTAS ARE CLEARLY FEELING THE PRESSURE
AND ARE BEGINNING TO TAKE LIMITED STEPS. YET AT THIS
CRUCIAL MOMENT, THERE ARE THOSE WHO WANT TO CUT OFF
ASSISTANCE TO THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS AND TAKE THE
PRESSURE OFF.( TOMORROW, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WILL BE VOTING ON A $36-MILLION SUPPORT PACKAGE TO THE
FREEDOM FIGHTERS. NINETY PERCENT IS FOR NON-LETHAL
SUPPORT -- SUCH AS FOOD, CLOTHING, AND MEDICINE -- AND
THE MEANS TO DELIVER IT, ("TEN PERCENT IS FOR

e e i st T
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- AMMUNITION. THAT AMOUNT WILL BE SUSPENDED UNTIL
MARCH 31st TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SANDINISTAS ARE
TAKING IRREVERSIBLE STEPS TOWARD DEMOCRACY I AM
HOPEFUL THIS WILL OCCURﬂj*HOWEVER IF THERE IS NO

e e

PROGRESS TONARD A NEGOTIATED CEASEFIRE, I WILL MAKE A
DECISION TO RELEASE THESE ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES -- BUT
ONLY AFTER WEIGHING CAREFULLY AND THOROUGHLY THE ADVICE

FROM CONGRESS AND THE DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTS OF CENTRAL

AMERICA. 0 = ~HA aa~ [ CEERR 3XE—BRL ll_'li.|
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NOW OVER THE PAST SEVERAL DAYS, I HAVE MET WITH
MANY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, REPUBLICANS AND DEMOCRATS,
CONCERNING MY PROPOSAL. IN THE SPIRIT OF
BIPARTISANSHIP, I WILL TOMORROW SEND A LETTER TO THE
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP TAKING A FURTHER STEP. AT THE
APPROPRIATE TIME, I WILL INVITE CONGRESS TO ACT BY WHAT
IS CALLED A SENSE OF CONGRESS RESOLUTION ON THE
QUESTION OF WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT OF NICARAGUA IS IN
COMPLIANCE WITH THE SAN JOSE DECLARATION. IF CONGRESS

= ADOPTS. SUCH A RESOLUTION WITHIN TENDDAYS CONTAINING

THIS FINDING, THEN I WILL HONOR THIS ACTION AND
WITHHOLD DELIVERIES OF AMMUNITION IN THIS PACKAGE.

ONE THING IS CLEAR: THOSE BRAVE FREEDOM FIGHTERS
CANNOT BE LEFT UNARMED AGAINST COMMUNIST TYRANNY.
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NOW SOME SAY THAT MILITARY SUPPLIES AREN'T
NECESSARY, THAT HUMANITARIAN AID IS ENOUGH. BUT
THERE's NOTHING HUMANITARIAN ABOUT ASKING PEOPLE TO GO
UP AGAINST SOVIET HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS WITH NOTHING MORE

THAN BOOTS AND BANDAGES. (THERE's NO VOTE SCHEDULED

/" TOMORROW IN THE SOVIET UNION ON CONTINUED ASSISTANCE TO
THE SANDINISTAS -- THAT ASSISTANCE WILL CONTINUE, AND
IT WON'T BE JUST HUMANITARIAN.

e o i ot v e e e e e et st

'OUR‘POLICY OF NEGOTIATIONS, BACKED.BY THE FREEDOM
'FIGHTERS, IS WORKING. LIKE THE BRAVE FREEDOM FIGHTERS
IN AFGHANISTAN WHO HAVE FACED DOWN THE SOVIET ARMY AND
CONVINCED THE SOVIET UNION THAT IT MUST NEGOTIATE ITS
WITHDRAWAL FROM THEIR COUNTRY, THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN
NICARAGUA CAN WIN THE DAY FOR DEMOCRACY IN CENTRAL
AMERICA. / BUT OUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED NOW == TOMORROW
WILL BE TOO LATE. IF WE CUT THEM OFF, THE FREEDOM
FIGHTERS WILL SOON BEGIN TO WITHER AS AN EFFECTIVE
FORCE -- THEN WITH THE PRESSURE LIFTED, THE SANDINISTAS
WILL BE FREE TO CONTINUE THE CONSOLIDATION OF THEIR
TOTALITARIAN REGIME, THE MILITARY BUILDUP INSIDE
NICARAGUA, AND COMMUNIST SUBVERSION OF THEIR NEIGHBORS.

R
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EVEN TODAY, WITH THE SPOTLIGHT OF WORLD OPINION
FOCUSED ON THE PEACE PROCESS, THE SANDINISTAS OPENLY
BOAST THAT THEY ARE ARMING AND TRAINING SALVADORAN
GUERRILLAS.

e RIS T v . P it o b AT TP AT M U s i
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WE KNOW THAT THE SANDINISTAS, WHO TALK OF A
REVOLUTION WITHOUT BORDERS REACHING TO MEXICO, HAVE
ALREADY INFILTRATED GUERRILLAS INTO NEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES. IMAGINE NHAT THEY WILL DO IF THE PRESSURE

ORI EE NSRS LAY S L N

IS LIFTED. / WHAT WILL BE OUR RESPONSE AS THE RANKS OF

THE GUERRILLAS IN EL SALVADOR, GUATEMALA, EVEN HONDURAS
AND UNARMED COSTA RICA, BEGIN TO SWELL AND THOSE
FRAGILE DEMOCRACIES ARE RIPPED APART BY THE STRAIN. BY
- THEN THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS WILL BE DISBANDED, REFUGEES,
- OR WORSE -- THEY WON'T BE ABLE TO COME BACK.

L TR DO K Db o ST s e - e . v Bt SN

oA £ e DT e 5D

LET ME EXPLAIN WHY THIS WOULD BE SUCH A TRAGEDY,
SUCH A DANGER TO OUR NATIONAL SECURITY. IF WE RETURN
TO THE MAP FOR A MOMENT, WE CAN SEE THE STRATEGIC

e et i 3 ¢ A

LOCATION OF NICARAGUA. CLOSE TO OUR SOUTHERN BORDER

- T
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WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE OF THE PANAMA CANAL,
DOMINATION OF CENTRAL AMERICA WOULD BE AN UNPRECEDENTED
STRATEGIC VICTORY FOR THE SOVIET UNION AND ITS ALLIES

AND THEY'RE WILLTEQWIO“PAY FOEWTI)*”EUBANS ARE NOW IN
NICARROOR-EORSTOETING MTETT;RY FACILITIES, FLYING
COMBAT MISSIONS, AND HELPING RUN THE SECRET POLICE.
THE SOVIET UNION AND SOVIET-BLOC COUNTRIES HAVE SENT
OVER $4 BILLION IN ARMS AND MILITARY AND ECONOMIC

AID -- 20 TIMES THE AMOUNT THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS
PROVIDED THE DEMOCRATIC FREEDOM FIGHTERS. IF CONGRESS
VOTES TOMORROW AGAINST AID, OUR ASSISTANCE WILL VERY

QUICKLY COME TO AN END -- BUT SOVIET DELIVERIES WON'T.

i e e R R it
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WE MUST ASK OURSELVES WHY THE SOVIET UNION, BESET
BY AN ECONOMIC CRISIS AT HOME, IS SPENDING BILLIONS OF
DOLLARS TO SUBSIDIZE THE MILITARY BUILDUP IN NICARAGUA.
BACKED BY SOME 2,000 CUBAN AND SOVIET-BLOC ADVISORS,
THE SANDINISTA MILITARY IS THE LARGEST CENTRAL AMERICA

HAS EVER SEEN. ITNARSAW PACT ENGINEERS ARE COMPLETING A
DEEP-WATER PORT ON THE CARIBBEAN COAST -- SIMILAR TO
THE NAVAL BASE IN CUBA FOR SOVIET SUBMARINES -- AND THE
- RECENTLY-EXPANDED AIRFIELDS OUTSIDE MANAGUA CAN HANDLE
ANY AIRCRAFT IN THE SOVIET ARSENAL, INCLUDING THE BEAR
BOMBER, WHOSE 5,200-MILE RANGE COVERS MOST OF THE
CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

N
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BUT THIS IS ONLY THE BEGINNING. LAST OCTOBER, A
HIGH-RANKING SANDINISTA OFFICER, ROGER MIRANDA,
DEFECTED TO THIS COUNTRY, BRINGING WITH HIM A SERIES OF
5-YEAR PLANS -- DRAWN UP AMONG THE SANDINISTAS,
SOVIETS, AND CUBANS -- FOR A MASSIVE MILITARY BUILDUP

FYNSPSTARSREA R i

IN NICARAGUA EXTENDING THROUGH 1995. THESE PLANS

“  WHICH MAJOR MIRANDA MAKES CLEAR ARE TO BE PUT INTO
EFFECT WHETHER THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS RECEIVE AID OR NOT,
CALL FOR QUADRUPLING THE SANDINISTA ARMED FORCES -- TO
600,000, OR ONE OUT OF EVERY FIVE MEN, WOMEN, AND

CHILDREN IN THE COUNTRY..
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AS I SPEAK TO YOU TONIGHT, SEVERAL THOUSAND
NICARAGUANS ARE TAKING COURSES IN THE SOVIET UNION AND
CUBA TO LEARN TO OPERATE NEW HIGH-TECH MISSILES,
ARTILLERY, AND OTHER ADVANCED WEAPONS SYSTEMS. OF
GRAVE CONCERN IS THE FACT THAT THE SOVIETS HAVE
SCHEDULED DELIVERY OF SOVIET MIG AIRCRAFT TO NICARAGUA.

“~—"NOW TF THESE WERE JUST THE CLAIMS OF ONE DEFECTOR, NO
MATTER HOW HIGHLY-PLACED AND CREDIBLE, SOME MIGHT STILL
FIND REASON TO DOUBT. BUT EVEN BEFORE MAJOR MIRANDA's
"~ .REVELATIONS WERE MADE PUBLIC, HIS OLD BOSS, DEFENSE
- MINISTER HUMBERTO ORTEGA, CONFIRMED THEM IN A PUBLIC
SPEECH -- ADDING THAT IF NICARAGUA CHOSE TO ACQUIRE
MIG's, IT WAS NONE OF OUR BUSINESS. S

e

THE INTRODUCTION OF MIG's INTO NICARAGUA WOULD BE
SO SERIQUS AN ESCALATION THAT MEMBERS OF BOTH PARTIES
IN THE CONGRESS HAVE SAID THE UNITED STATES SIMPLY
CANNOT TOLERATE IT.

PEBEEEES e

THE MIRANDA REVELATIONS CAN'T HELP BUT MAKE US
SKEPTICAL OF THE RECENT SANDINISTA PROMISES TO ABIDE BY
THE GUATEMALA PEACE ACCORD. THE ARGUMENT IS MADE THAT
THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE UNNECESSARY, THAT WE CAN TRUST
THE SANDINISTAS TO KEEP THEIR WORD. /CAﬁMﬁE? IT's
"‘*’TEFBE?KN?M?EMEEEEMBER THAT WE ALREADY HAVE A NEGOTIATED
SETTLEMENT WITH THE SANDINISTAS -- THE SETTLEMENT OF
1979 THAT HELPED BRING THEM TO POWER, IN WHICH THEY
PROMISED -- IN WRITING -- DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND

A NONALIGNED FOREIGN POLICY. e
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OF COURSE THEY HAVEN'T KEPT A SINGLE ONE OF THOSE
PROMISES; AND WE NOW KNOW THAT THEY NEVER INTENDED TO.
BARELY 2 MONTHS AFTER ASSUMING POWER, THE SANDINISTA
LEADERSHIP DRAFTED A SECRET REPORT, CALLED THE 72-HOUR
DOCUMENT, OUTLINING THEIR PLANS TO ESTABLISH A
COMMUNIST DICTATORSHIP IN NICARAGUA AND SPREAD
SUBVERSION THROUGHOUT CENTRAL AMERICA. [HOLD UP
DOCUMENT] THIS IS THE DOCUMENT IN WHICH THEY DETAILED
THEIR DECEPTION. IT IS NOW PART OF THE PUBLIC RECORD,

AR a1 e o F T Dt ik 4 DI afehaE Rl S T LA e L

AVAILABLE FOR ALL TO SEE.

[ S— trem =

ONE DAY AFTER THAT 72-HOUR MEETING, PRESIDENT
CARTER, UNAWARE OF THEIR SECRET PLANS, RECEIVED DANIEL
ORTEGA HERE IN THE WHITE HOUSE AND OFFERED HIS NEW
GOVERNMENT OUR FRIENDSHIP AND HELP, SENDING OVER A
$100 MILLION IN AID, MORE THAN ANY OTHER COUNTRY AT THE
TIME, AND ARRANGING FOR MILLIONS MORE IN LOANS. THE
SANDINISTAS SAY IT WAS U.S. BELLIGERENCE THAT DROVE
THEM INTO THE HANDS OF THE SOVIETS. SOME BELLIGERENCE.

R S At ok e e e TE R LTRSS T BT L TR S e T L ekt bt

A SHORT WHILE LATER, THE SANDINISTA COMANDANTES
MADE THEIR FIRST OFFICIAL TRIP TO MOSCOW AND SIGNED A
COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE FOREIGN POLICY
GOALS OF THE SOVIET UNION. BUT THAT, ONE MIGHT SAY,
WAS ONLY THE PAPER WORK. ALREADY, SOVIET MILITARY
PLANNERS WERE IN NICARAGUA, AND THE SANDINISTA
SUBVERSION OF EL SALVADOR HAD BEGUN. ALL WHILE OUR
HAND WAS EXTENDED IN FRIENDSHIP.

N
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THIS IS NOT A RECORD THAT GIVES ONE MUCH FAITH IN
SANDINISTA PROMISES. RECENTLY, DANIEL ORTEGA WAS UP IN
WASHINGTON AGAIN, THIS TIME TALKING TO MEMBERS OF
CONGRESS, GIVING THEM ASSURANCES OF HIS COMMITMENT TO
THE GUATEMALA PEACE PROCESS. BUT WE NOW KNOW THAT AT
THE SAME TIME, BACK IN MANAGUA, THE SANDINISTAS WERE
DRAWING UP PLANS FOR A MASSIVE MILITARY ESCALATION IN

NICARAGUA AND AGGRESSION AGAINST THEIR NEIGHBORS.

NOW, AS THE SANDINISTAS SEE THE VOTE ON AID TO THE
FREEDOM FIGHTERS NEARING, THEY ARE MAKING MORE
PROMISES. WELL, FORGIVE MY SKEPTICISM, BUT I KIND OF
FEEL THAT EVERY TIME THEY START MAKING PROMISES, LIKE
THAT FELLOW IN THE ISUZU COMMERCIAL, THERE SHOULD BE
SUBTITLES UNDER THEM TELLING THE REAL STORY.

SRR AR A S s e
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ONE MAY HOPE THEY ARE SINCERE THIS TIME, BUT IT

HARDLY SEEMS WISE TO STAKE THE FUTURE OF CENTRAL

AMERICA AND THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF THE UNITED STATES
_“‘gﬁﬂilj”’?ﬁEmFﬁEEBBM FIGHTERS ARE OUR INSURANCE POLICY N

IN CASE THE SANDINISTAS ONCE AGAIN GO BACK ON THEIR

WORD. THE SANDINISTAS THEMSELVES ADMIT THAT THE

LIMITED STEPS THEY HAVE TAKEN TO COMPLY WITH THE PEACE

ACCORDS WERE PROMISED IN ORDER TO INFLUENCE THE VOTE IN

CONGRESS. WAS THERE EVER A BETTER ARGUMENT FOR AID?

R e

e 4 2
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EVEN NOW, WITH THE ENTIRE WORLD WATCHING, THE
SANDINISTAS HAVE HARASSED AND BEATEN HUMAN RIGHTS
ACTIVISTS AND ARRESTED SEVERAL LEADERS OF THE PEACEFUL,
DEMOCRATIC OPPOSITION, INCLUDING THE EDITOR OF .
\;_MkﬁﬂgggﬁﬁﬁlfhﬁEFéﬁE”BEiNé“iﬁfEﬁﬁbéKfEerSOME WERE SEALED
FOR OVER AN HOUR IN METAL "LOCKERS," 3 FEET SQUARE ON
THE FLOOR AND 7 FEET HIGH. SAID ONE COMANDANTE OF THE
OPPOSITION: THEY ARE, QUOTE, "SCORPIONS... THEY SHOULD

JUST A SHORT WHILE AGO, THE SANDINISTAS MADE THEIR
TRUE INTENTIONS CLEAR: EVEN IF THEY WERE FORCED TO
HOLD ELECTIONS AND LOST, THEY SAID THEY WOULD NEVER
GIVE UP POWER{F RESPONDING TO THE ESTIMATEFTHAT THE
SANDINISTAS HAVE NO MORE THAN 15 PERCENT POPULAR
SUPPORT, ANOTHER COMANDANTE RESPONDED, BY SAYING,
THAT's ALRIGHT. WE CAN HOLD ON TO POWER WITH ONLY
5 PERCENT. THESE ARE NOT THE WORDS, THESE ARE NOT THE
ACTIONS, OF DEMOCRATIC REFORMERS.

THOSE WHO WANT TO CUT OFF THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS
MUST EXPLAIN WHY WE SHOULD BELIEVE THE PROMISES THE
SANDINISTA COMMUNISTS MAKE TRYING TO INFLUENCE
CONGRESS, BUT NOT THE THREATS THEY MAKE AT HOME. THEY
MUST EXPLAIN WHY WE SHOULD LISTEN TO THEM WHEN THEY
PROMISE PEACE AND NOT WHEN THEY TALK OF TURNING ALL
CENTRAL AMERICA INTO ONE, QUOTE, "REVOLUTIONARY FIRE"
AND BOAST OF CARRYING THEIR FIGHT TO LATIN AMERICA AND
MEXICO.

~— = B e T T e
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IF WE CUT OFF AID TO THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS, THEN
THE SANDINISTAS CAN GO BACK TO THEIR OLD WAYS. THEN
THE NEGOTIATIONS CAN BECOME, ONCE AGAIN, WHAT THEY WERE
BEFORE -- HIGH-BLOWN WORDS AND PROMISES AND CONVENIENT
COVER WHILE THE SANDINISTA COMMUNISTS CONTINUE THE
CONSOLIDATION OF THEIR DICTATORIAL REGIME AND THE
SUBVERSION OF CENTRAL AMERICA. -

DURING THE LAST VOTE IN CONGRESS, MANY WHO VOTED
"FOR AID TO THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS SET CONDITIONS ON .
FURTHER ASSISTANCE. THEY SAID THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS
MUST BROADEN THEIR LEADERSHIP. THEY HAVE. THEY SAID
THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS MUST SHOW THAT THEY ARE A VIABLE
FIGHTING FORCE AND WIN SUPPORT FROM THE PEOPLEL//THE

LATEST VICTORY IN THE LAS [MEAN-us] AREA PROVED THAT.
FOR SEVERAL WEEKS, NEARLY 7,000 FREEDOM FIGHTERS
MANEUVERED IN SECRET THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY --
SOMETHING THEY COULD ONLY HAVE DONE WITH SUPPORT OF THE
POPULATION. (IN ONE OF THE LARGEST MILITARY OPERATIONS

T

IN NICARAGUAN HISTORY, THEY OVERRAN ENEMY HEADQUARTERS;
ROUTED ARMY BARRACKS, BLEW UP AMMUNITION DUMPS,
PETROLEUM TANKS, AND OTHER MILITARY TARGETS. AT ONE
POINT THEY CAPTURED A WAREHOUSE WHERE GRAIN WAS BEING
HOARDED FOR THE ARMY. THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS OPENED THE
DOORS AND INVITED THE HUNGRY PEOPLE OF THE AREA TO TAKE
WHAT THEY NEEDED.

Vi,
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THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE INSIDE NICARAGUA TODAY
BECAUSE WE MADE A COMMITMENT TO THEM. THEY HAVE DONE
WHAT CONGRESS ASKED; THEY HAVE PROVEN THEIR
EFFECTIVENESS. (CAN WE, AS A MORAL PEOPLE, A MORAL

NATION, WITHDRAW THAT COMMITMENT NOW AND LEAVE THEM AT
THE MERCY OF THE SANDINISTA REGIME? OR TURN THEM

FOREVER INTO REFUGEES -- REFUGEES FROM THE COUNTRY FOR
WHICH THEY ARE MAKING SUCH A HEROIC SACRIFICE?,WWhW

P
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WHAT MESSAGE WILL THAT SEND TO THE WORLD, TO OUR
ALLIES AND FRIENDS IN FREEDOM; WHAT MESSAGE WILL IT
SEND TO OUR ADVERSARIES -- THAT AMERICA IS A
FAIR-WEATHER FRIEND, AN UNRELIABLE ALLY? DON'T COUNT
ON US, BECAUSE WE MAY NOT BE THERE TO BACK YOU UP WHEN
THE GOING GETS A LITTLE ROUGH.

o e B RAL R 10 TR D TR A DR s
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BY FIGHTING TO WIN BACK THEIR COUNTRY, THE FREEDOM
FIGHTERS ARE PREVENTING THE PERMANENT CONSOLIDATION OF
A SOVIET MILITARY PRESENCE ON THE AMERICAN MAINLAND; BY
FIGHTING FOR THEIR FREEDOM, THEY ARE HELPING TO PROTECT
OUR NATIONAL SECURITY. WE OWE THEM OUR THANKS, NOT
ABANDONMENT.
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SOME TALK OF "CONTAINMENT," BUT WE MUST NOT REPEAT
THE MISTAKE WE MADE IN CUBA. 1IF "CONTAINMENT" DIDN'T
WORK FOR THAT ISLAND NATION, HOW MUCH LESS EFFECTIVE
WILL IT BE FOR AN EXPANSIONIST SOVIET ALLY ON THE
AMERICAN MAINLAND. [ I WILL TELL YOU TRUTHFULLY TONIGHT,
THERE WILL BE NO SECOND CHANCES TOMORROW. IF CONGRESS
-VOTES DOWN AID, THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS MAY SOON BE GONE
AND, WITH THEM, ALL EFFECTIVE PRESSURE ON THE
SANDINISTAS.
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OUR GOAL IN NICARAGUA IS SIMPLE: PEACE AND
DEMOCRACY. OUR POLICY HAS CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED THE
EFFORTS OF THOSE WHO SEEK DEMOCRACY THROUGHOUT CENTRAL
AMERICA AND WHO RECOGNIZE THAT THE FREEDOM FIGHTERS ARE
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ESSENTIAL TO THAT PROCESSLJ#?ﬁAT IS WHY OUR’ CONTINUED
< A§§i$TA@S§\£NCLUDEs SUPPLIES TOKEEP FREEDOM
FIGHTERS IN PLACE-WHILE A CEASEF NEGOTIATED.

I

SO, MY FELLOW AMERICANS, THERE CAN BE NO MISTAKE
ABOUT THIS VOTE: IT IS UP OR DOWN FOR CENTRAL AMERICA.
IT IS WIN OR LOSE FOR PEACE AND FREEDOM. IT IS YES OR

NO TO AMERICA's NATIONAL SECURITY.
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MY FRIENDS: I'VE OFTEN EXPRESSED MY BELIEF THAT
THE ALMIGHTY HAD A REASON FOR PLACING THIS GREAT AND
GOOD LAND, THE "NEW WORLD,'" HERE BETWEEN TWO VAST
OCEANS. PROTECTED BY THE SEAS, WE HAVE ENJOYED THE
BLESSINGS OF PEACE -- FREE FOR ALMOST TWO CENTURIES NOW
FROM THE TRAGEDY OF FOREIGN AGGRESSION ON OUR MAINLAND.
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HELP US TO KEEP THAT PRECIOUS GIFT SECURE. HELP
US TO WIN SUPPORT FOR THOSE WHO STRUGGLE FOR THE SAME
FREEDOMS -WE HOLD DEAR. 1IN DOING SO, WE WILL NOT JUST
BE HELPING THEM, WE WILL BE HELPING OURSELVES, OUR |
CHILDREN, AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD. WE WILL BE
DEMONSTRATING THAT AMERICA IS STILL A BEACON OF HOPE,
STILL A LIGHT UNTO THE NATIONS.
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YES, A GREAT OPPORTUNITY AWAITS US, AN OPPORTUNITY
TO SHOW THAT HOPE STILL BURNS BRIGHT IN THIS LAND AND
OVER OUR CONTINENT, CASTING A GLOW ACROSS THE
CENTURIES, STILL GUIDING MILLIONS -- TO A FUTURE OF
PEACE AND FREEDOM.
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THANK YOU, AND GOD BLESS YOU.
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS TO THE NATION
CENTRAL AMERICA
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1988

My fellow Americans: I want to begin tonight by telling a
story, a true story of courage and hope. It concerns a small
nation to our south, "El Salvador, and the struggle of its people
to throw off years of violence and oppression and live in
freedom.

Nearly 4 years ago, I addressed you as I do tonight and
- asked for your help:in our effdfts tc»sﬁppcrt those brave peoplé
against a Communist insurgency. That was one of the
hardest-fought political battles of this Administration. The
people of El1 Salvador, we heard, weren’t ready for democracy; the
only choice was between the left-wing guerrillas and the violent
right -- and many insisted that it was the guerrillas that truly
had the backing of the people.

But with your support, we were able to send help in time.
Our package of military aid for El Salvador passed Congress by
only four votes -- but it passed. Some of you may remember those
stirring scenes as the people of El Salvador braved Communist
gunfire to turn out in record numbers at the polls and vote
emphatically for democracy. Observers told of one woman, wounded
in a Communist attack, who refused to leave the line at the polls
to have her wounds treated until after she had voted. They told
of another woman who defiantly answered Communist death threats
saying, "You can kill me, you can kill my family and neighbors,

but you can’t kill us all." That is the voice of a people



determined to be free. That is the voice of the people of

Central America.
lffffon these last several years, there have been many such

crucial moments when your support for timely assistance saved the
day for democracy. The story of what has happened in that region
is one of the most inspiring in the history of freedom. Today,
El Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala, as well as Costa Rica, now
choose their governments in free and open democratic elections.
Independent courts protect their human rights, and their people
‘can ‘hope for a better life for themselves and their children.

It is a record of success that should make us proud. But
the record is as yet incomplete. (MAP OF CENTRAL AMERICA,
COUNTRIES TURNING COLORS AS THEY ARE NAMED) This is a map of
Central America. As I said, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
and Costa Rica are all friendly and democratic. In their midst,
however, lies a threat that could reverse the democratic tide and
plunge the region into a cycle of chaos and subversion. That is
the Communist regime in Nicaragua called the Sandinistas
(NICARAGUA TURNS RED ON MAP) -- a regime whose allies range from
Communist dictator Fidel Castro of Cuba to terrorist-supporter
Qadhafi of Libya. But their most important ally is the Soviet
Union.

With Cuban and Soviet-bloc aid, Nicaragua is being
transformed into a beachhead for aggression against the United
States -- it is the first step in a strategy to dominate the
entire region of Central Amefica and threaten Mexico and the

Panama Canal. That is why the cause of freedom in Central/fffy



America is united with our national security. That is why the
safety of democracy to our south so directly affects the safety
of our own Nation, the right of Central Americans to live in
democracy so interwoven with the right of our children to live in
a land secure from foreign attack and subversion.

But the people of Nicaragua love freedom just as much as
those brave women in El1 Salvador. You see, when it became clear
the direction the Sandinistas were taking, many who had fought
against the old;dictatorship‘1iterally took to the hills, and,

- like the French' Resistance that fought the Nazis in World War II,
they have been fighting the Soviet-bloc Communists and their
Sandinista collaborators ever since.

These are the forces of the democratic resistance -- the oaNﬂW&’GbV

BUT THE TRYTH I3 THEYARE

NAMED TKmtcontrasg—iqrrfgéaaﬁ”ffaﬁf:;s. Their tenacious struggle has
helped buy the surrounding democracies precious time and, with
their heroic efforts, they are helping give freedom a second
chance in Nicaragua. Since a year-and-a-half ago, when Congress
first approved significant military aid for the freedom fighters,
they have been winning major victories in the field and doing
what many at first thought impossible: They have brought the
Communist Sandinistas to the negotiating table and forced them to
negotiate seriously.

From the beginning, the United States has made every effort
to negotiate a settlement -- bilaterally, multilaterally, in
other diplomatic settings. My envoys have traveled to the region
on at least 40 different occasions. But until this last year,

these negotiations dragged on fruitlessly because the Sandinistas



had no incentive to change. Last August, however, with mounting
pressure from the freedom fighters, the Sandinistas signed the
Guatemala Peace Plan. This time, the leaders of the four Central
American democracies refused to let the peace negotiations become
an empty exercise: When Nicaragua missed the second deadline for
compliance, the democratic leaders courageously stood as one to
insist that the Sandinistas live up to their signed commitments
to democratic reform. Their failure to do so, said the
-democratic leaders, was the piggest obstacle to peace in the
region.

The Sandinistas are clearly feeling the heat and are
beginning to take limited steps. Yet at this crucial moment,
there are those who want to cut off assistance to the freedom
fighters and take all the pressure off. Tomorrow, the House of
Representatives will be voting on a $36-million support package
to the freedom fighters. Ninety percent is for humanitarian
support -- such as food, clothing, and medicine -- and the means
to deliver it. Ten percent is for ammunition, and this will be
suspended until March 31st to determine whether the Sandinistas
are taking irreversible steps toward democracy. I am hopeful
this will occur, and will carefully consult with the Congress
before making a decision on whether or not to release these
supplies. But this much is certain: Those brave freedom
fighters cannot be left unarmed against Communist tyranny.

Now some say that military supplies aren’t necessary, that
humanitarian aid is enough. But there’s nothing humanitarian

about asking people to go up against Soviet helicopter gunships



with nothing more than boots and bandages. There’s no vote
scheduled tomorrow in the Soviet Union on continued assistance to
the Sandinistas =-- that assistance will continue, whatever
Congress votes tomorrow, and it won’t be just humanitarian. It
will be military aid, lots of it.

Our policy of negotiations, backed by the freedom fighters,
is working. Like the brave freedom fighters in Afghanistan who
have faced down the Soviet Army and convinced the Soviet Union it
must negotiate its withdrawa; from their country, the freedom
“fighters in Nicaragua can win the day for democracy in Central
America. But as it was when we came to the rescue of democracy
in El1 Salvador, this aid is needed now ~- tomorrow will be too
late. If we cut them off, the freedom fighters will soon begin
to wither as an effective fighting force -- then with the
pressure lifted, the Sandinistas will be free to continue the
consolidation of their totalitarian regime, the military buildup
inside Nicaragua, and Communist subversion of their neighbors.
///f Even today, with the spotlight of world opinion focused on
the peace process, the Sandinistas openly boast that they are
arming and training Salvadoran guerrillas. We know that the
Sandinistas, who talk of a "revolution without borders" reaching
to Mexico, have already infiltrated guerrillas into neighboring
countries. Imagine what they will do if the pressure is lifted.
What will be our response as the ranks of the gquerrillas in
El Salvador, Guatemala, even Honduras and unarmed Costa Rica,

begin to swell and their fragile democracies are ripped apart by



the strain. By then the freedom fighters will be disbanded,
refugees, or worse -- we won’t be able to call them back.

Let me explain why this would be such a tragedy and such a
danger to our national security. Let me just tell you a few of
the facts about the Soviet-Sandinista connection and the attempts
of the Sandinistas to hoodwink the American people about their
true intentions. If we return to the map for a moment, we can
see the strategic location of Nicaragua. (MAP EXPANDS TO SHOW
COLLOMBIA AND PANAMA THROUGH ’SOUTHERN UNITED STATES) Close to our
southern border, within striking distance of the Panama Canal,
domination of Central America would be an unprecedented strategic
victory for the Soviet Union and its allies. And they’re willing
to pay for it. (ARROW FROM CUBA) Cuba has sent more than
$250 million in military aid and supplies to the Communist
Sandinistas in Nicaragua. (MAP EXPANDS FURTHER. ARROW FROM
SOVIET UNION WITH HAMMER AND SICKLE) The Soviet Union and
Soviet-bloc countries have sent over $4 billion in arms and
military and economic aid -~ 25 times the amount that the United
States has provided the democratic freedom fighters (SMALLER
ARROW FROM U.S.). 1If Congress votes tomorrow against aid, our
assistance will very quickly come to an end (U.S. ARROW
VANISHES) -- but the Soviet military deliveries won’t (SOVIET
ARROW GROWS LARGER).

We must ask ourselves why the Soviet Union, beset by an
economic crisis at home, is spending billions of dollars to
subsidize the military buildup in Nicaragua. Backed by 1,000

Cuban and Soviet-bloc advisors, the Sandinista military is ////



already larger than those of all its neighbors combined and
equipped with some of the most advanced weapons in the Soviet
arsenal. Warsaw Pact engineers are completing a deep-water port
on the Pacific Coast -- a first for the Soviet Navy in this
Hemisphere -- and the recently-expanded airfields outside Managua
can handle any aircraft in the Soviet arsenal, including the
Backfire Bomber, whose 3,000 mile range covers most ofvthé
continental United States.

But this is only the beginning. Last October, é
high-ranking Sandinista officer, Roger Miranda, defected to this
country, bringing with him a sefies of 5—year.plans -- drawn up
among the Sandinistas, Soviets, and Cubans -- for a massive
military buildup in Nicaragua extending through tise 1995. These
plans, which Major Miranda makes clear are to be put into effect
whether the freedom fighters receive aid or not, call for
quadrupling the Sandinista Armed Forces -- to 600,000, or one out
of every five men, women, and children in the country. As I
speak to you tonight, several thousand Nicaraguans are taking
courses in the Soviet Union and Cuba to learn to operate new
high-tech missiles, artillery, and other advanced weapons
systems. Of grave concern is the fact that the Soviets have
scheduled delivery of Soviet MIG aircraft to Nicaragua. Now if
these were just the claims of one defector, no matter how
highly-placed and credible, some might still find reason to
doubt. But even before Major Miranda’s revelations were made

public, his old boss, Defense Minister Humberto Ortega, confirmed





