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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
August 6, 1986 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL~ 

Meeting with Bolivian Cabinet Ministers 

5738 

To receive a letter from Bolivian President 
Paz regarding Operation Blast Furnace; to 
continue to highlight the President's 
commitment to combat narcotics; to emphasize 
our support for Bolivia's democracy which is 
under attack by narco-traffickers. 

President Reagan sent Bolivian President Paz 
a letter congratulating him on Operation 
Blast Furnace. While President Paz has 
received some domestic criticism, he has 
courageously announced his intention to 
continue attacking narcotics. 

PARTICIPATION: None 

DATE & TIME: Any time Wednesday - Friday, 8/13-14-15. 
Duration: 15 minutes. 

LOCATION: Oval Office 

PARTICIPANTS: Bolivian Ministers of Planning (in charge of 
internal affairs like Blast Furnace) and 
Finance, and possibly the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs; John M. Poindexter; WH Drug Policy 
Director Carlton Turner, others to be 
determined. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Photo op; President receives Ministers for 
brief meeting. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NSC to provide. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Photo op, White House press corps, Press 
backgrounder (tentative) afterwards with 
appropriate US government officials. 

PROPOSED PHOTO: President receiving letter in front of 
fireplace. 

RECOMMENDED BY: John M. Poindexter, Department of State, 
Carlton Turner 

OPPOSED BY: None 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD REGAN I 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER I 

5738 

SUBJECT: Narcotics in the An, ean Region 

The State Department and NSC staff \have received some proposals 
from the Bolivian government which seem to me to have 
considerable merit. As you know, Bolivian President Paz has 
acted with enormous courage in laudching the Blast Furnace 
operation. In spite of reports indicating he has been targeted 
for assassination by the narcos and\ possible impeachment efforts 
in the Bolivian Congress, he wants fery much to keep the momentum 
going and to achieve the level of cpordination and cooperation 
required with other drug afflicted \countries to launch a con
certed "war on drugs". To that end, he has suggested hosting a 
meeting with President Reagan and t t e Presidents of the Andean 
countries (Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela) and 
possibly Brazil. He has suggested hat the meeting be held in 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, a city with a ~ong-standing involvement with 
narcotics; and as quickly as possible. A communique signed by 
all the participating Presidents wop ld stress their commitment to 
the war on drugs and their intent to work cooperatively in a 
coordinated manner. \ 

NSC staff met with Bolivian Ambassaaor Illanes and explained to 
him that because the President's schedule would be very full this 
fall because of our Congressional r 1 ces, it would probably not be 
possible for the President to make trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
They did explore the possibility of a summit in the US, possibly 
Miami, perhaps sometime in October. 

I believe a meeting with the Andean country presidents on 
narcotics will produce important re ults, both internationally 
and within the US domestic political arena. We are currently 
exploring with various agencies an ,spect of the narcotics issue 
that attacks it at its most fundamemtal level, that of develop
ment. As long as coca is grown, co{ aine will be produced, and 
until the peasants of the region cam make a living with other 
work, they will continue to grow co{ a. The humanitarian dimen
sion of this issue is compelling. We are considering the possi
bility of recommending that the Pre~ident appoint an inter
disciplinary Blue Ribbon Presidential Commission on Narcotics and 
Development to attract some of the *est private sector thinkers 
on this subject. The President could announce this Commission at 
them ting with the Andean preside* ts with quite dramatic and 
beneficial results. If such a summit were possible this fall, I 



- 2 -

think it could help with the Congressional elections by 
demonstrating the administration's intent to stem the overall 
availability of drugs by helping • sure that the plants are not 
grown to begin with. International reaction should be salutary, 
because the initiative acknowledges our understanding and concern 
about the livelihood of those we want to stop growing 
narcotic-related plants. 

The Bolivians also raised the possibility of Mrs . Reagan going to 
Santa Cruz in mid-September as the US troops participating in 
Blast Furnace begin to phase out. If this seemed desirable and 
feasible, it seems to met at the groundwork for the announcement 
of a Presidential Commission at an October summit could be laid 
during such a visit by highlighting the plight of the peasants. 

Perhaps we could discuss these matters at greate r length sometime 
in the near future. 

Attachment 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 5738 

WASHINGTON 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

Summit Meeting on Narcotics with Andean 
Country Presidents. -Host. t-1otrto depencl "'n 

l o 
t 

PURPOSE: To encourage cooperatio~ and coordination 
, among the important ~gp roducing countries; . . A~. 

L _ ~· ,. 'o( 1;a cfJ.rei1M1.dl11. to further U.S. narcotics i_ ni tia ti ve~ (U~ 'x,£/-r-Yr 
7 0 s, 1.,, ... '"") = '"1-4 - - n-~ ..::1- • _,... ..,, ~ ·h- e e -,.,,. f ...- !~:?:~ .;tst;~aaou:ae~ ~~a-.r--
("1; /I f;,,,C ~ ;, ,::!'; ~S.,, ------- imo-n- 't:ffi: "N<a:Pe~t:i~opme-nt.-. 

BACKGROUND: Bolivian President Paz wants to continue the 
....L ..1,, .ti. t; fk,/ t/,J. ft l[•',; momentum against narcotics generated by 
Tl J;b,uri,t,'"tl ~Tr.t. ·· I~ -1("Lfu-rc1-{ • b h • • 

1 v,, 1, ,At'T"A'' Operation Blast Furnace y osting a summit 
"l'l ~ vtt< et ~~ I -· s • th th P • d t f B 1 • • P 
:~,- ~ i-'\ n,t recd--,<."" wi e resi en s o o i via, eru, 
-vv Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador and possibly ) 

Br a z i 1 . ( o..c. ( tf!vtrt.~c r-evti e 11. f.. r;_1 ,e;,(/ c f ·C". I;, (.7t,:,.~,A ... -,e-./4 • 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED : 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

~ -ROSED "~I;IQ,'I'O" • 

RECOMMENZ: BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

The President hosted the President of 
Venezuela in a Dec '84 State Visit, and the 
President of Ecuador in a Jan '86 State 
Visit . He has not met the Presidents of 
Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru. 

To be determined, but the Bolivians have 
suggested mid-ee..~. t:t. t-AA..£' ~e7,;,,¥7f!-A4-r~ 

The Bolivians have suggested Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, as the summit site but are willing 
to meet in the U. S, / C",.,blt;} ,/YJ,,,r p, r • 

To be provided. 

To be provided. 

NSC to provide. 

We anticipate extensive media coverage. 

-df'0'• -1:5@ p'r'oviciea"". .J . 1- , , r.1 -r (_,,,,_,,. 
t fl-r·vr , 1,c , • r / ex. )(. 

John M. Poindexter
1

fr::d 4carlton Turner 

-
None 
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.c-9-NFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 
E 087 5 6 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
SECRETARIAT 

SECSTATE WASHDC 1459 
AN007653 

DTG: 24023JZ JUL 86 
TOR: 205/0254Z 

PSN: 02 3652 
CSN: HCE340 

--------------------------- -- -- - -- - -----------------------------
DISTRIBUTION: BURG-01 PERR-01 

/ 005 A2 

WHTS ASSIGNED DISTRIBUTION: 
SIT: 
EOB: 

NORT -0 1 R AY - 0 1 T I LL-01 

--------------------------------------------- - ----- '----r--------- ---- ---

0 \ 
OP IMME □ 

DE RUEHC "1459 2050232 
0 24023 1Z JU L 86 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMB ASSY LA P AZ I MME D I AT E 7286 

C O l<r"F 1 El E I~ i · I h I ST /. TE. 2 3 1 4 5 9 

E . 0. 12356 : DECL: OADR 
TAG S: SNAR, P REL , BL · 

0~ 
SUBJEC T: LE TTE R FROM PRESIDENT REAG AN TO PRESIDE NT P AZ 

I . C - ENTIRE TE XT. 

2. EMB ASSY SHOULd DELIVER THE FO LLOWING MESSAG E TO 
PRESIDENT P AZ EST ~NSSORO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. BEGIN TE XT: 

DE AR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I WANT TO E XPR ESS MY PERSON AL GRATITUDE FOR THE 
LARGESCALE OPER ATION YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN 
AGA INST COC AINE L ABOR ATORIES IN NORTHE ASTE RN BOLIVIA. IT 
IS AN IMP ORT ANT STEP I N WH AT MUST BE A SUS TA INED EFF ORT 
BY ALL CO NCE RN ED GOVERNM E NTS TO AT T ACK NARCOTICS FROM 
FIRST PRODUCTION TO ULTIM A-TE CONS UMPT ION. WE ARE HAPP Y 
TO BE · HELPFUL AT THIS TIME I N PROVIDING THE 
TRANSPORTATION ASSIST ANCE YOU REQUESTED AND WILL CONTINUE 
TO LOOK FOR WAYS OF RESPONDING TO YOUR NEEDS IN THE 
FUTURE. 

ON THIS OCCAS ION, AS AL WAYS , YOU HAV E MY GREAT RESPECT 

AND ADMIR ATION FOR YOUR WISDOM AND COURAGE IN STANDING 
FIRMLY AGA INST THE CRIMIN ALS WHO WOULD DESTROY THE YOUTH 
OF OUR T WO NATIONS AND THOSE OF OUR NEIGHBORS . 

SINCERELY , 
RONALD RE AGAN 

3. THERE WI LL BE NO S IGN iD ORIGINAL. WE WOULD HAV E NO 
OBJECTION TO RELE AS E OF T HIS MESS AGE . IF PR E SID ENT P AZ 
DECIDES TO DO SO, PLE AS E INFORM US SO WE CAN RELEASE THE 
TEXT IN WA SHINGTON AS WELL. SHULTZ 
BT 

BY 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

DATE & TIME: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NG • Ot\ 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

Meeting with Bolivian Cabinet Ministers 

5738 

To receive a letter from Bolivian President 
Paz regarding Operation Blast Furnace; to 
continue to highlight the President's 
commitment to combat narcotics; to emphasize 
our support for Bolivia's democracy which is 
under attack by narco-traffickers. 

President Reagan sent Bolivian President Paz 
a letter congratulating him on Operation 
Blast Furnace. While President Paz has 
received some domestic criticism, he has 
courageously announced his intention to 
continue attacking narcotics. 

None 

Any time Wednesday - Friday, 8/13-14-15. 
Duration: 15 minutes. 

oval Office 

Bolivian Ministers of Planning (in charge of 
internal affairs like Blast Fu rnace) and 
Finance, and possibly the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs; John M. Poindexte r; WH Drug Policy 
Director Carlton Turner, others to be 
determined. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: Photo op; Pres ident receives Ministers for 
brief meeting. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NSC to provide. 

MEDIA COVERAGE: Photo op, White House press corps, Pres s 
backarounder (tentative) afterwards with 
appr;priate US government officials. 

PROPOSED PHOTO : 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

President rece iving letter in front of 
fireplace. 

John M. Poindexter, Department of State, 
Carlton Turner 

None 



THE WHITE HOUSE 5738 
WASHINGTO N 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD REGAN 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

SUBJECT: Narcotics in the Andean Region 

The State Department and NSC staff have received some proposals 
from the Bolivian government which seem to me to have 
considerable merit. As you know, Bolivian President Paz has 
acted with enormous courage in launching the Blast Furnace 
operation. In spite of reports indicating he has been targeted 
for assassination by the narcos and possible impeachment efforts 
in the Bolivian Congress, he wants very much to keep the momentum 
going and to achieve the level of coordination and cooperation 
required with other drug afflicted countries to launch a con
certed "war on drugs". To that end, he has suggested hosting a 
meeting with President Reagan and the Presidents of the Andean 
countries (Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela) and 
possibly Brazil. He has suggested that the meeting be held in 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, a city with a long-standing involvement with 
narcotics; and as quickly as possible. A communique signed by 
all the participating Presidents would stress their commitment to 
the war on drugs and their intent to work cooperatively in a 
coordinated manner. 

NSC staff met with Bolivian Ambassador Illanes and explained to 
him that because the President's schedule would be very full this 
fall because of our Congressional races, it would probably not be 
possible for the President to make a trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
They did explore the possibility of a summit in the US, possibly 
Miami, perhaps sometime in October. 

I believe a meeting with the Andean country p r esidents on 
narcotics will produce important results, both internationally 
and within the US domestic political arena. We are currently 
exploring with v arious agencies an aspect of the narcotics issue 
that attacks it at its mo st fundamental level, that of develop
ment. As l ona as coca is crown, cocaine will be produced, and 
until the peasants of t he ;egion can make c living wi th other 
work , they will continue to grow coca. The humani ta ri an dimen
sion o f th is issue i s comoellina. We are considerino the possi
bi l ity of recowmending th~t t he-President appoin t an.inter
disciplinary Blue Ribbon Pre sident ial Commission on Narcotics and 
Deve lopment to attract some of t he best private sector t hinker s 
on thi s subject. The Pres ident could announc e this Commi ssion at 
the meeting wi th th e Andean pre sidents with quite d r amat ic and 
bene ficial r esults. If such a summit wer e possible this fall, I 
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think it could help with the Congressional elections by 
demonstrating the administration's intent to stem the overall 
availability of drugs by helping insure that the plants are not 
grown to begin with. International reaction should be salutary, 
because the initiative acknowledges our understanding and concern 
about the livelihood of those we want to stop growing 
narcotic-related plants. 

The Bolivians also raised the possibility of Mrs. Reagan going to 
Santa Cruz in mid-September as the US troops participating in 
Blast Furnace begin to phase out. If this seemed desirable and 
feasible, it seems to me that the groundwork for the announcement 
of a Presidential Commission at an October summit could be laid 
during such a visit by highlighting the plight of the peasants. 

Perhaps we could discuss these matters at greater length sometime 
in the near future. 

Attachment 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

THE WH!TE HOUSE 5738 

WASHINGTOf\J 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

Summit Meeting on Narcotics with Andean 
Country Presidents. Host would depend on 
location of the Summit. 

To encourage cooperation and coordination 
among the important drug producing countries; 
to further U.S. narcotics initiatives; 
(tentative) to announ ce a Presidential 
Commission on Narcotics and Development. 

Bolivian President Paz wants to continue the 
momentum against narcotics generated by 
Operation Blast Furnace by hosting a summit 
with the Presidents of Bolivia, Peru, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecuador and possibly 
Brazil. 

The President hosted the President of 
Venezuela in a Dec '84 State Visit, and the 
President of Ecuador in a Jan '86 State 
Visit. He has not met the Presidents of 
Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru. 

DATE & TIME: To be determined, but the Bolivians have 
suggested mid-October. 

LOCATION: The Bolivians have suggested Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia, as the s ummi t site but are willing 
to meet in the U.S. 

PARTICIPANTS: To be provided. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: To be provided . 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NSC to provide . 

MEDIJ>. COVERAGE: We anticipate extensive media coverage. 

PROPOSED "PHOTO": To be provided. 

RECOMMENDED BY: John M. Poindexter and Carlton Turne r 

OPPOSED BY: None 
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OP IM~~ED 
DE RUEHC • 14 5 9 2050232 
0 24023JZ JUL 86 
FM SECST ATE WA S HDC 

TO A ~~E MB f , S SY LA P AZ J M~~E D I/. TE 

~ o fcJ I 

E. O. 12 356 DEC L: o r, DR 
T AGS: SNAR . PRE L . BL -

' \ f' v 
~Dv ~/ 
I ' ~ ,' // 

: 2 8 c. 

SUBJ EC T: LETT ER F ROM PRESIDENT RE AGAN TO PRESID E NT P AZ 

l. C - ENTIRE T E XT. 

2. E MBASS Y SHO UL D DELIVER THE FO LLOWING MESSAG E TO 
PRESIDENT P AZ EST ~N SSORO AS SOON AS POS S IB L E. BEGIN TE XT 

DEAR MR PRESJDENT: 

WANT TO E XPR ESS MY PERSONA L GRATI TUDE FOR THE 
LARGESCALE OPERATION YOU R GOVERNMENT H AS UNDERTAKEN 
AGAINST COCAI NE L ABORATORIE S I N NORTHEASTERN BOLIVI A. IT 
IS AN IMPORT AN T STEP I N WHAT MUST BE A S USTAIN ED E FFORT 
B Y ALL CONCERNE D GOVERNMENTS T O AT T AC K NARC OTI CS FROM 
FIRST PRODUCTION TC ULTIMA-T E CON S UM 0 TION. WE ARE HAP P Y 
TO BE HELPFU~ AT THIS TIME I N PRO VIDING THE 
TRANSPORTATION AS S I ST ANC E YOU REQUEST ED AND WI LL CONTINUE 
TO LOO~ FOR WAYS OF RESP ONDING TO YOUR NEEDS IN THE 
FUTURE. 

ON THIS OCCA S I ON, AS ALWAYS. YO~ HAVE MY GREAT RESPEC -

AND ADMIRATION FOR YOU R WISDOM AND COURAG E IN ST ANDIN G 
FIRMLY AGAIN S T THE CRIMINALS WHC WOULD DESTROY THE YOUTH 
OF OUR TWO NATIONS AND THOS E o~ O UR NEIGHBORS . 

SINCEREL Y 
RONALD RE AGAN 

3 . THERE WIL L BE NO SIGNEC ORJGINA ~ . 
OBJEC~ IO N TO RE~E ASE 0~ TrlIS MESS ~G E 
DECIDES TO DO SC . cLE ASE INFOR~ UE SO 
TEXT I~ WA SHINGTON AS WEL SH UL T2 
BT 
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SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

PREVIOUS 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH l !\I GTO!\ 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

Meeting with Bolivian Cabinet Ministers 

To receive a letter from Bolivian President 
Paz regarding Operation Blast Furnace; to 
continue to highlight the President's 
commitment to combat narcotics; to emphasize 
our support for Bolivia's democracy which is 
under attack by narco-traffickers. 

President Reagan sent Bo liv ian President Paz 
a letter congratulating him on Operation 
Blast Furnace . While President Paz has 
received some domestic criticism, he has 
courageously announced his intention to 
continue attacking narcotics. 

PARTICIPATION: None 

DATE & TIME: Any time Wednesday - Friday, 8/13-14-15. 
Duration: 15 minutes. 

LOCATION: Oval Office 

PARTICIPANTS: Bolivian Ministers of Planning (in charge of 
internal affai r s l ike Blast Furnace) and 
Finance, and possibly the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs; John M. Poindexter; WR Drug Policy 
Di rector Carlton Turner, others to be 
determined. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS : Photo op; President receives Ministers for 
brief meeting. 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NSC to provide. 

MEDI1'. COVER.~GE: Photo op , White House press corps, Pres s 
backarounder (tentative) afterwaras with 
appr~priate US government officials. 

PROPOSED PHOTO: President receiving lette r in fron t of 
fireplace . 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

OPPOSED BY: 

John M. Poindexter, Department of State, 
Carlton Turner 

Non e 



THE WHI TE HOUSE 5738 
WASHINGTOI\' 

MEMORANDUM FOR DONALD REGAN 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

SUBJECT: Narcotic s in the Andean Region 

The State Department and NSC staff have received some proposals 
from the Bolivian government which seem to me to have 
considerable merit. As you know, Bolivian President Paz has 
acted with enormous courage in l aunching the Blast Furnace 
operation. In spite of reports indicating he has been targeted 
for assassination by the narcos and possible impeachment efforts 
in the Bolivian Congress, he wants very much to keep the momentum 
going and to achieve the level of coordination and cooperation 
required with other drug afflicted countries to launch-a con
certed "war on drugs". To that end, he has suggested hosting a 
meeting with President Reagan and the Presidents of the Andean 
countries (Peru, Colombia, Ecuador, Bolivia, Venezuela) and 
possibly Brazil. He has suggested that the meeting be held in 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, a city with a long-standing involvement with 
narcotics; and as quickly as possible. A communique signed by 
all the participating Presidents would stress their commitment to 
the war on drugs and their intent to work cooperatively in a 
coordinated manner. 

NSC staff met with Bolivian Ambassador Illanes and explained to 
him that because the President's schedule would be very full this 
fall because of our Congressional races, it would probably not be 
possible for the President to make a trip to Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
They did explore the possibility of a summit in the US, possibly 
Miami, perhaps sometime in October. 

I believe a meeting with the Andean country presidents on 
narcotics will produce important results, both internationally 
and with in the US domestic political arena. We are currently 
exploring with various agencies an aspect of the narcot ics issue 
that attacks it at its most fundamental level, that of develop
ment. As long as coca i s grown , coca ine will be produced, a nd 
unti l the peasants o f the region can make a living with o the r 
work , they will continue to grow c oca. The humanitarian dimen
sion o f this issue i s compellino . We are consider i no the possi
bility of recommending that the - President appoint a_n - inter
disci plin a ry Blue Ribbon Presidential Commis sion on Narcotics and 
Developmen t to attrac t s ome of the bes t private sector thinkers 
on t his sub1ect. The Presiden t could announc e th is Commi ssion at 
the meetinaJwith the Andean oresidents with quite dramat ic and 
benefici al~ results. Jf such

0 

a su~@i t were possible th is f a ll , I 
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think it could help with the Congressional elections by 
demonstrating the administration's intent to stem the overall 
availability of drugs by helping insure that the plants are not 
grown to begin with. International reaction should be salutary, 
because the initiative acknowledges our understanding and concern 
about the livelihood of those we want to stop growing 
narcotic-related plants. 

The Bolivians also raised the possibility of Mrs. Reagan going to 
Santa Cruz in mid-September as the US troops participating in 
Blast Furnace begin to phase out. If this seemed desirable and 
feasible, it seems to me that the groundwork for the announcement 
of a Presidential Commission at an October summit could be laid 
during such a visit by highlighting the plight of the peasants. 

Perhaps we could discuss these matters at greater length sometime 
in the near future. 

Attachment 



SCHEDULE PROPOSAL 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACI<GROUND: 

PREVIOUS 
PARTICIPATION: 

THE WH IT E HOUSE 5738 f}, r 
WASH IN GTO f'-! 

FREDERICK J. RYAN, Director 
Presidential Appointments and Scheduling 

RODNEY B. MCDANIEL 

Summit Meeting on Narcotics with Andean 
Country Presidents. Host would depend on 
location of the Summit. 

To encourage cooperation and coordination 
among the important drug producing countries; 
to further U.S. narcotics initiatives; 
(tentative) to announce a Presidential 
Commission on Narcotics and Development . 

Bolivian President Paz wants to continue the 
momentum against narcotics generated by 
Operation Blast Furnace by hosting a summit 
with the Presidents of Bolivia, Peru, 
Colombia, Ve nezuela, Ecuador and possibly 
Brazil. 

The President hosted the President of 
Venezuela in a Dec '84 State Visit, and the 
President of Ecuador in a Jan '86 State 
Visit. He has not met the Presidents of 
Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru. 

DATE & TIME: To be determined, but the Bol ivians have 
suggested mid-October. 

LOCATION: The Bolivians h ave suggested San ta Cruz, 
Bolivia, as the summit site but are willing 
to meet in the U.S. 

PARTICIPANTS: To be provided. 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: To be provided . 

REMARKS REQUIRED: NSC to provide . 

MEDI],_ COVERAGE: We anticipate extens ive med ia cov erage. 

PROPOSED "PHOTO": To b e provided . 

RECOMMENDED BY: John M. Poindexter an d Carl ton Turner 

OPPOSED BY: None 
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SUBJECT : LET TER FROM PRESIDENT REAG AN TD PRES IDENT P AZ 

1. C - EN T IRE TE XT. 

E MBAS S Y SHOULD DELIVE~ THE FO LLO WING MESS AGE TO 
P RESIDENT PAZ ES T~NSSORO AS SOON AS POSSIB L E. 

DEAR MR . PRESIDENT : 

BEGIN TE XT: 

WANT TO E XP RESS MY PERSON AL GRAT ITUDE FOR THE 
LA RGESC AL E OP ERATION YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS UND ERTA KEN 
AGA INST COC AINE LABOR ATORIES IN NORTHE AST ERN BOLIVIA. IT 
IS AN IMPORT AN T STEP IN WHAT MUST BE A S USTA I NED E FFORT 
B Y AL L CONCERN ED GOVERNMENTS TO ATTAC K NARCOTIC S FROM 
FIRST PRODUCTION TO ULTIM A-TE CONSUMPTIOt'-. . VI E ARE HAPP Y 
TO BE · HELPFUL AT T H IS TI ME I N PR O V I DING THE 
TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE YOU REQU ESTED AND WI LL CONTINUE 
TO LO O~ FO R WAY S OF RE SPO ND I NG TO YOUR NEEDS IN THE 
FUT URE . 

ON THIS OC CA SION, AS ALW AYS YO U HAV E MY GREAT RESPECT 

AND ADMIRATION FOR YOUR WISDOM AND COURA GE I N STANDING 
FI RMLY AG AINST THE CR IMINAL S WHO WOU LD DESTROY THE YOUTH 
OF OUR T WO NAT IONS AND THOS E OF O UR NEI GHBORS . 

SINC EREL Y. 
RONALD RE AGt\N 

3. THERE WJ LL BE NO SIGNED ORI GI NA WE WOULD HAVE NO 
OBJEC T ION TO RELE,'1.S E OF THIS t,1·::':'S :. G I F PRESID EN T P AZ 
DECIDES TO DO SO PLE ASE INFOR M U':' 0 WE CAN RE~ EASE T H:: 
TEXT IN WASHING T ON AS WELL . S HUL TZ 
BT 

DECLASSIFIED 

NLRRIY1j f f- I 1Ztt 3 

BY f W -;_~ h, (5 





I. PURPOSE 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

August 13, 1986 

MEETING WITH BOLIVIAN CABINET MINISTERS 
DATE: August 14, 1986 
TIME: 3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

LOCATION: Oval Office ) DECLASSIFIED 

FROM: JOHN M. POINDEXTER ti , :qmrYJ1J5'?[ (~ ~f 
av_~ ~~ ... d DATes-f;ii5 

To send a strong signal of US political support for 
Bolivia's democracy, which is threatened by narco
traffickers; to publicly highlight the joint US-Bolivian 
efforts in the fight against narcotics. 

II. BACKGROUND 

It is difficult to overstate the threat the narcotics 
industry poses to Bolivia's democracy. From 1980-1982 
Bolivia's government was actually controlled by narco
traffickers from the President on down. You may recall your 
conversation at the United Nations luncheon last fall with 
Bolivian Vice President Garrett about this issue. 

President Paz Estensorro is a deeply committed democrat who 
came to power in 1985 understanding that in order to 
stabilize Bolivia's political system and get control of a 
basket case economy, he had to confront the narcotics 
problem head on. He has initiated a series of actions 
against narcotraffickers and producers, the most bold being 
Operation Blast Furnace. It is particularly appropriate 
that the first actions implementing NSDD 221 on narcotics 
were in Bolivia. One half of the coca leaves that 
eventually reaches the US as cocaine is grown in Bolivia, 
and the economic power of the narcotics industry ($600 
million) is larger than formal exports ($500 million). 
President Paz correctly saw that failure to act could lead 
to control of the economy as well as the government by the 
narcos. 

That President Paz requested US assistance of this nature is 
a testament to his courage and commitment. And he has paid 
some costs: intelligence indicates that the narcos have 
targetted him for assassination and there are movements 
underway in the Bolivian Congress to impeach him. 

We will work to sustain President Paz's resolve in the 
difficult times ahead, and your meeting with his Cabinet 

ON: OADR cc Vice President 
Don Regan 
Dan Howard 
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ministers is essential to that effort. You wrote President 
Paz shortly after Blast Furnace commenced (letter at Tab A) 
and his Cabinet ministers will hand deliver a reply. While 
here, in order to indicate broad support and give the narcos 
pause, they will also be received by the Vice President, 
Secretary Shultz, Secretary Baker, Secretary Weinberger and 
Attorney General Meese. 

We understand that the letter from President -Paz will raise 
the possibility of your attending a summit on narcotics with 
the Andean country presidents. We are currently exploring 
this proposal and you may wish to tell them that we will 
seriously consider the proposal. 

III. PARTICIPANTS 

Listed at Tab B. 

IV. PRESS PLAN 

White House press corps for photo opportunity. 

V. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS 

You greet the Bolivian Cabinet Ministers, photo op, short 
meeting. 

Prepared by: 
Jacqueline Tillman 

Attachments 
Tab A Letter 
Tab B List of Participants 
Tab C Talking Points 

SJ 
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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN TO PRESIDENT PAZ 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO 
PRESIDENT PAZ ESTENSSORO AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

I WANT TO EXPRESS MY PERSONAL GRATITUDE FOR THE 
LARGESCALE OPERATION YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN 
AGAINST COCAINE LABORATORIES IN NORTHEASTERN BOLIVIA. IT 
IS AN IMPORTANT STEP IN WHAT MUST BE A SUSTAINED EFFORT 
BY ALL CONCERNED GOVERNMENTS TO ATTACK NARCOTICS FROM 
FIRST PRODUCTION TO ULTIMATE CONSUMPTION. WE ARE HAPPY 
TO BE HELPFUL AT THIS TIME IN PROVIDING THE 
TRANSPORTATION ASSISTANCE YOU REQUESTED AND WILL CONTINUE 
TO LOOK FOR WAYS OF RESPONDING TO YOUR NEEDS IN THE 
FUTURE. 

ON THIS OCCASION, AS ALWAYS, YOU HAVE MY GREAT RESPECT 

AND ADMIRATION FOR YOUR WISDOM AND COURAGE IN STANDING 
FIRMLY AGAINST THE CRIMINALS WHO WOULD DESTROY THE YOUTH 
OF OUR TWO NATIONS AND THOSE OF OUR NEIGHBORS. 

SINCERELY, 
DECIJ.\SS!f!ED 

NL··~ ,ffl ?Ji.ir# l I 1~17 . .
BY ..iJ!L: ~ARP-DATE 5)1 ff ! t 5', 



RONALD REAGAN 

3. THERE WILL BE NO SIGNED ORIGINA;:.... WE WOULD HAVE NO 

DECIDES TO DO SC, PLEASE INFORM US SO WE CA~ RELEASE THE 

TEXT IN WASHINGTON AS WELL. SHULTZ 
** END OF CABLE** 



Participants 

United States 

The President 
The Vice President 
Secretary George P. Shultz 
Secretary Caspar w. Weinberger 
Attorney General Edwin Meese, III 
Mr. Donald T. Regan 
Dr. Carlton E. Turner 
Mr. Rodney B. McDaniel 
Ms. Jackie Tillman 

Bolivia 

Foreign Minister Guillermo Bedregal Butierrez 
Planning Minister Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada 
Ambassador Fernando Illanes de la Riva 



TALKING POINTS 

Welcome to the White House. 

I am very pleased to be able to personally express to you 

our admiration for President Paz. 

He is a courageous man who has shown his deep commitment to 

Bolivia's democracy by moving decisively against the 

narcotics traffickers. 

The United States is proud to be Bolivia's partner in the 

war against narcotics. 

You can count on our continued support. 

(If needed] We would be happy to explore the possibility of 

a summit on narcotics with Andean country presidents. 
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ACTION 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
W ASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

August 13, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

FROM: JACQUELINE TILLMAN/ 
-r 

5950 

SUBJECT: Meeting With Bolivian Cabinet Ministers, 
8/14/86, 3:15 p.rn. to 3:~ p.rn. 

3Z> 

Attached is the meeting memorandum for the President's meeting 
with the Bolivian Cabinet Ministers on Thursday, August 14, 1986. 
This is essentially a photo-opportunity to show our strong 
political support for Bolivia's courageous actions against the 
narco-traffickers. President Reagan wrote President Paz a letter 
congratulating him for his strong actions after Operation Blast 
Furnace commenced. The Cabinet Ministers will present the 
President with a letter of reply. 

The Bolivians are here to discuss resource issues as well. I 
have been assured that they will not raise assistance matters 
with President Reagan. I have just learned that the letter they 
will give to President Reagan will mention an idea that they are 
currently developing for a summit on narcotics with the Andean 
country presidents and President Reagan. We are currently 
working on this proposal. The President can say that we wi ll see 
if that is possible . The Bolivians have agreed not to say 
anything publicly about this summit at this time. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you forw~~kd your memorandum to the President. 
\ -

.. Approve \ ~\ ' Disapprove ---

Bu,(/i,dt, Sta, , Lavin concur. 

Attachment 
Tab I Memo to the President 

~ 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

D£:lUt5~,lf&cD 

fn353IL -t I {ffJ1ld 
~ARA DATE ?/r'!it5/ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

5998 h1" 

August 15, 1986 NOTED 
~\~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXTER __ £ 
FROM: JACQUELINE TILLMA~\ 

Deputy Natl SecAdvfaar 
,. haaseen 

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Conversation of Meeting with 
Bolivian Cabinet Members, August 14, 1986, 
3:15-3:30 p.rn. 

Attached please find the Memorandum of Conversation for the 
President's meeting with the Bolivian Cabinet Ministers on 
Thursday, August 14, 1986. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you review and approve the attached Memorandum of 
Conversation. 

Approve __ _ Disapprove 

Attachment: 
Tab I Memorandum of conversation 

~IH31f 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

---

DECLASSIFIED 
Sec.3.4(b), EO. 12050, as amended 

Whim Mousa Guiclc!ines, Sapt. 11, 2006 
BVNA f'\\... DAff,9,/2.1/1\ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

5998 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Bolivian Cabinet Ministers (U) 

PARTICIPANTS: The President 
Secretary George P. Shultz 
Secretary Caspar W. Weinberger 
Attorney General Edwin Meese, III 
Chief of Staff Donald T . Regan 
Dr. Carlton E. Turner 
Mr . Rodney B. McDaniel 
Ms. Jackie Tillman 

ll 61900 

Foreign Minister Guillermo Bedregal Butierrez 
Planning Minister Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada 
Ambassador Fernando Illanes de la Riva 

DATE, TIME 
AND PLACE: 

August 14, 1986 
3:15-3:30 p . m., Oval Office 

President Reagan: Welcome to the White House. Thank you for 
this letter. I'll look at it when we've had it translated. 
We are very pleased to work in this cooperative effort with 
your country to attack the scourge of narcotics. We were 
talking just now before you came in about how important it is 
to stop the coca leaves from being grown. That would solve a 
big part of the problem. (C) 

Minister Sanchez: Now that the price is down, the farmers 
are willing to look at other alternatives, at other crops. 
We want to make sure the interdiction efforts continue. The 
narco traffickers think that the Americans will go home by 
Christmas and they will be able to go back to business as 
usual. We believe this has to be a joint effort. President 
Paz is determined to achieve the complete eradication of 
coca in his time in office. So this is a great joint effort: 
we will work on supply, you will work on demand. (C) 

President Reagan: We are launching a great crusade to take 
on the customers, to try to stop demand. (U) 

--s-ECRET 
DECLASSIFY ON: OADR 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ 2€', [1 :ff' / l ~qef) 
,< 
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Foreign Minister Bedregal: In the letter from President Paz 
you will see that he would like to organize a summit meeting 
of other Latin American producing countries, like Colombia, 
Mexico, Peru. They are all involved in this. Perhaps the 
EC, especially Spanish top officials, might participate in 
something like this. We have a special interest in the 
success of the Secretary General's efforts next year in 
Vienna at the UN Conference. It is like the Pope said, the 
new slavery of this century. (S) 

President Reagan: Well, we'd be very interested in such a 
summit if it is possible to arrange. You know we just met 
with President de la Madrid and discussed that Mexico is a 
transit point and how we might shut off that corridor. (C) 

Minister Sanchez: We would like to hold the summit in Santa 
Cruz in Bolivia. We have agreed to keep discussions about 
the summit confidential for now. We need to galvanize 
technical support. We are such a poor country, and we need 
help. (S) 

Foreign Minister Bedregal: But it is important to be 
cautious. I was just in Bogota for the inauguration of the 
new president and I ran into some suspicions about the U.S. 
soldiers. Some were not enthusiastic about it. One person 
said that Ronald Reagan wanted to make Bolivia the Honduras 
of South America. (C) 

President Reagan: Well, I have been well aware, long before 
I came here, of the memories in Latin America about the 
"colossus of the north." We're not that today, and we have 
no interest in being that. (U) 

Foreign Minister Bedregal: We have to work on public opinion 
about this. (C) 

President Reagan: Well that would take care of the summit. 
We're not going where we're not invited. (S) 

Attorney General Meese: The Mexicans are hosting the Ministers 
of Justice of the hemisphere in October. Perhaps this could 
be a first step to a summit. (S) 

Ambassador Illanes: We've got to declare war together. 
Right now we're alone. (C) 
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Minister Sanchez: When we came into office, inflation was at 
50,000%, the seventh largest in the history of man. Our 
economy was ruined by seven years of corruption from military 
rule and then a very left wing government that left the 
economy in shambles. We have managed to stabilize the 
economy, and in the middle of the struggle to do this, the 
President tells us that we have to launch a holy war against 
the narcotics traffickers. We had suffered enormous blows, 
the drop in tin and oil prices, which are our main exports, 
and the economic power of the narco traffickers made it seem 
that they could take over the economy, and even the political 
parties. So the President tells me to, find the money to fund 
this holy war. We knew they could destroy us. So it was not 
pressure from the United States that led us to take these 
actions. We . invited you in. We have to win. It is life or 
death for us. We are a small, poor country. Our GNP is that 
of a moderately sized corporation -- $4.5 billion. Our 
minimum wage is twenty dollars a month. President Paz has 
made great sacrifices to accomplish this. The President has 
been accused of breaking the constitution. (C) 

Foreign Minister Bedregal: This is an ethical problem. (U) 

President Reagan: It is. We have found 4th graders, just 
ten years old, being approached to take drugs. (U) 

Ambassador Illanes: It is the poor children that suffer from 
this. (U) 

President Reagan: My wife has been very busy for years 
working on this. She has found such a lack of knowledge from 
parents about this, or maybe it is that they just don't want 
to know. She was speaking in an elementary school about 
three years ago, and a child asked her a question about what 
they should do if someone asks them to take drugs. And she 
said, "Just say no." And do you know that there are over ten 
thousand Just Say No clubs today? They've got T-shirts, 
buttons, we're working very hard on this. Well, it's been a 
pleasure to have you here. (U) 



From: NSJRS --CPUA Date and time 
To: NSRBM --CPUA JOHN M. POINDEXTER NSWRP --CPUA 
NOTE FROM: JAMES R. STARK 
SUBJECT: Blast Furnace follow on operations 
Meetings at State today discussed two possible operations 
which would be follow-ons to Blast Furnace: 

--Bolivia has requested that we NOT withdraw our helos 

08/25/86 20:06:10 
JOHN M. POINDEXTER 

on the scheduled 15 Sept departure date. Amb Rowell, DEA, and 
Southcom reps all agreed that sudden departure of US forces could 
endanger all the gains of past 45 days. Alternatives are keeping 
current 6 helos there til rainy season effectively ends operations 
(about 1-15 November), keep a smaller number of helos (4) in 
Bolivia til rainy season, or remove all US air transport assets and replace 
with intelligence and comms support personnel. For variety of good reasons, 
first option was favored. I've asked State to get issue ready 
for interagency clearance asap, either through PD-27 procedures or 
a Platt-Poindexter memo which first gets interagency clearance; 
I've recommended the former as the most direct procedure. In any 
case, expect to see within about a week a formal request to extend 
Blast Furnace in some form. FYI no additional emergency declaration 
is needed--the original is good for 6 months. Long term solution is 
getting Bolivians to handle the problem with their own helo assets 
(all 3 helos are down hard). State/DOD/DEA all working the problem. 

--Seaga has requested possible US military helo support and training 
for Jamaican Def Forces (JDF), along with several other measures. 
We're going back for more info and trying to find other, non-DOD 
ways to meet JDF requirement. Bottom line--no Blast Furnace in 
Jamaica now, but it may be a possible future issue. 

cc: NSHRT 
NSRFB 

--CPUA 
--CPUA 

NSJT 
NSRMS 

--CPUA 
--CPUA 

DECLASSIFIED • 
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