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PARTICIPANTS

Gary Jones, Under Secretary of Education

Edward Elmendorf, Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary
Education

Lawrence Davenport, Assistant Secretary for Elementary and
Secondary Education and former President of Tuskegee
Institute

Senator Jeremiah Denton (R-Alabama)

Senator Howell Heflin (D-Alabama)

Congressman Bill Nichols (D-Alabama)

Mrs. Daniel "Chappie" James

Guy Bluford, Astronaut

Johnny Ford, Mayor of Tuskegee

Benjamin Payton, President of Tuskegee Institute

Jean Esqueree, President of Tuskegee Airmen

Earl Graves, Chairman of Tuskegee Institute Development
Committee.

PRESS PLAN ‘

Photographers only

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

You will present a letter officially awarding the grant to
Dr. Payton.



SUGGESTED TALKING POINTS FOR
PRESENTATION OF GRANT TO TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE

I ‘am pleased to present this grant for the construction of
the General Daniel "Chappie" James Center for Aerospace
Science and Health Education.

Mrs. James, the Center will be a memorial to your husband who
was a Tuskegee alumnus, and the first and only black four-
star general in the United States Air Force.

This grant responds to important initiatives of this Adminis-
tration.

The White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, established by an Executive Order in September,
1981, has been responsible for a major increase in Federal
funds going to historically black institutions such as
Tuskegee.

This Administration is interested in improving math and
science education. Science education was an area singled out
in the report of the National Commission on Excellence in
Education as one in which the U.S. has fallen behind other
nations.

The construction of this Center addresses the growing need
for aeronautical engineers, a field in which the number of
baccalaureate degrees awarded between 1972 and 1979 declined
by 40 percent.

The Center will also serve as a regional health education
center for approximately 3,500 persons at Tuskegee Institute
and an estimated 65,000 persons in surrounding countries,
many of whom are poor, black and elderly.
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-PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: CEREMONY HONORING BLACK HISTORY MONTH

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 1984

Thank you, and welcome £o the White House, the home that
belongs to all Americans.

Today we mark the 58th Annual Black History Month, a
celebration of the part black Americans have played in building
our great country.

The story of black Americans is one of valor in the face of
hardship. Thelfirst blacks were brought to America against their
will, kidnapped by the thoﬁsands from their homelands. When they
reached our country, they encountered prejudice and servitude.

Until only a few decades ago, black Americans lived lives
fhat were separate and unequal. Most were taught in segregated
schools. Too many could find only poor jobs, toiliné for low
wages. Blacks were barred from hotels and restaurants, made to
use separate facilities, and even forced to drink at separate
water fountains. In a Nation that proclaimed liberty and Jjustice
for all, too many black Americans Qere living with neither.

In the 1920's, Cértér G. 'Woodson, a great black educator,
came to realize that if black Americans were ta regain their
dignity, they would have to begin by regqining their past. He
foéndgd the Association fér thé Study of Afro-American Life and
History. And in 1926, he launched the first Black History Month.
In the years since, the ASALH and annual Black History Months

have enriched our country by fostering a sense of pride among

black Americans, and by teaching all of us about black
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contributions to Ameriéan life. 2And juéﬁ yesteféay; the U.S.
Postal Servicé issued a Carter G. Woodson.stamp as part of their
Black Heritage Series.

During this black history month, we'll celebrate black’
contributions to commerce =- contributions like those made by .
Granville Woods, who helpéd to engineer the first subways in our
great cities.- We'll remember g?eat black lawyers, like Charles
Hamilton Houston and William H. Hastie.

We'll honor black physicians like Dr. Daniel Hale Williams,
who performed the first open-heart surgery in the world in 1893;
and physicians like Dr. Charles Drew, who discovered the blood
plasma that has saved tens of thousands of lives.

This month, we'll honor the black Americans who have
achieved so much in éports -- the courageous Jackie Robinson, the
great Hank Aaron.

We'll celebrate the black musicians who combined elements of
African and Western music to produce something compleéély new and
distinctly American: ‘jazz. And as we remember that Louis
Armstrong, Duke Ellington, aﬁd.go ﬁany other black musicians
began their careérs by playing in hoteis where they were
forbidden to take a room, We'li promise never to allow such
injustiée again. .

, This Black History Moﬁth-will remind Americans thaf, again
and again, blacks have taken up arms to defend our country with

their courage and, in. thousands of cases, their lives. In the

Revolutionary War, some 5,000 black Americans joined the fight
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for independence. The first American to die in that war was
-named Crispus Attucks.' He was black.

In this century, thousands of black Americans fought in
World War I, World War ITI, Kérea,'and Viet Nam.

I must tell you that this Black History Month brings béck;a
personal memory. In 1944, I narrated a film about black pilots
trained at Tuskegee Institute. I remember how impressed I was by
the skill and bravery of those fliers.

One of those brave men was Chappie James, who went on to
become a great aviator and the first black four-star genéral in
the Air Force. Just a few ﬁoments ago in the Oval Office, I had
the privilege of presenting Tuskegee officials with a grant to
help build the Chappie James Center for Aerospace Science and
Health Education on the Tuskegee campus —-- a fitting monument to
a true patriot.

Hero in'twp wars, fighter.against discrimination, champion
of equal opportunity, believer in personal responsibility --
Chappie wore four stars on his shoulders and fifty stars in my
heart. |

This month will rémind us most of all of the great black
struggle for equal rights. Just 13 weeks ago, it was my
privilege to sign into law a national ho;iday marking the
birthd?y 6% Dr. ﬁértin Lufher King, Jr. ™I ﬂave a dream",

Dr. King said, "that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons
of former slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able

to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.”
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Dr. XKing spent hié life combatting.bigotry‘éo that his dream
might come trﬁe; And he gave his life to.that noble cause. This
month, let us rédedicate ourselves to that great dream of
brotherhood.

The theme of Black History Month this year is "Black
Americans and the. Struggle for Excellencé in Education.” Our
country has.come a long way sinée the days when men and women
were jailed for teaching blacks to read.A Today black Americans
are in virtually every school and university in the.country, and
they're breaking new ground in every field of endeavor. And
black Americané like astronauts Guy Bluford and Ronald McNair,
who's blasting off in the Space Shuttle tomorrow, are teaching
black children -- and all our children -- to reach for the stars;

Martin Luther King once said that black Americans must, and
I qubte, "assert for all to hear and see a majestic sense of
worth." This Black History Monthiwill remind all of us that the
story of black Americans adds up to just that: a_truiy majestic
sense of worth.

Thank you, and God bless you all.
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4:33 President makes brief remarks and poses with
youth for group photo.

>

:35 Scout delegation departs.

Attachments: Talking Points, participant list



1984 REPORT TO THE NATION DELEGATION
BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

February 2, 1984

Participants
Edward C. Joullian III, National President, BSA; President
and Chairman of the Board, Mustang Fuel Corporation
Mrs. Edward C. Joullian, III, wife of Edward C. Joullian IIT
Frederick C. Heinrich, Cub Scout National Youth Representative
J. Todd Clark, Boy Scout National Youth Representative
William O'Tuel, Order of the Arrow National Vice Chief
Lee Gordon "Chilly" White, Explorer National Youth Representative
Andrea Elger, Outstanding Explorer Post President
Malcolm C. McLellan, Outstanding Scout Troop Senior Patrol Leader
J.L. Tarr, Chief Scout Executive

Mrs. J.L. Tarr, wife of J.L. Tarr



TALKING POINTS FOR MEETING
" WITH BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

REPORT TO THE NATION

February 2, 1984

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and for these beautiful
gifts.

I am happy to hear, first hand of all the good work you and
the millions of other scouts, scout leaders, and volunteers
have undertaken in 1983. You set an example and serve as
role models for countless youth.

I am particularly pleased to hear of the distinguished
Eagle Scout Award you presented to someone who is very
special to me -- that is of course Press Secretary James
Brady.

Also, you are to be commended for the efforts being made

to develop new strategies to expand the Boy Scouts in

your Shaping Tomorrow project. That, and your successful
Campaign for Character will enable you to carry on community
ahd Service projects that are in keeping with America's
finest tradition of civic responsibility.

On behalf of all the American people, I thank you for
your efforts and wish you every success this year and
beyond.























