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APR L 24, ( wHICH P~UVI:. 'fRUE, REF AJ, ANO THAl THE USC::i 
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T rl f. V A T I t;; A N 
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S NVR M A I.. I Z: AT l O N W I T H T H t R E (., I Mt; 0 1<1 ~ f-' ~ I L. 2 4 
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t--' I N I ' T _ ~ 1 S PU i; L C :3 T A ·r EM t;, N T TO T H I S E F F C: C T J ~! 
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T rl t: ,,: M M l f\l t:. t,1 C Y O F u ~ '' I:: C O G N I T I O N II A P E A R T O R E. F L i:. C T 
TH~ . tGIMt l S PE~CEPlI □ NS OF JUST rlO~ T~REATE~tD IT IS. 
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MEMORANDUM 

~ 
CONFI~AL 
~ 

ffiNFIDE~TIAL 258 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 5, 1981 

URGENT INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHA . ALLEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

,,,,.. 

ROGER FONTAINE Ry 

Bolivia's President Garcia Meza's Attempt to 
Phone the President (C) 

Dick Fairbanks informed me that in his conversation with Al 
Johnson, the latter asserted Garcia Meza of Bolivia would 
attempt to call the President. (C) 

The reliability of Mr. Johnson at this point is uncertain, but 
you should be aware such an attempt may take place . (C) 

There is, of course, no reason for the President to talk to 
Garcia Meza. (C) 

Attached are copies of previous correspondence on Al Johnson. (C) 
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.-'l.NDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

~ w i th 
~Attachment 

I N?ORMATION 

ME~·10RANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FRIJM : 

SUBJECT: 

....-
D y 

ROGER FONTAINE ~ 

Message from Garcia 

Apri l 29, 1981 

(U) 

At your request, I met with Albert Johnson, a businessman, 
who has just return e d from Bolivia. (U) 

II 

John son met with Garcia Meza. The latter sent the following verbal 
message. He wants US support soon. He would accept a special 
envoy to talk about reopening US-Bolivian relations. He 
would also appreciate a US Ambas sador. He would like to negotiate 
a friendship treaty with the US. (C) 

Johnson has already seen Ambassador Enders and repeated the 
same message. (U) 

Johnson is a member of the Board of the Houston Oil Technology 
Corporation and his company is interested in tertiary oil 
recovery in Bolivia, and has already initiated talks with the 
Bolivian State Oil Monopoly. (C) 

Comment 

The message from Garcia reads like all the other ones he 
sent via other channels. Ne v ertheless, the need to have a high 
level contact soon is one that has already been proposed and 
seems a useful way to proceed. (C) 

Attached is my previous recommendat ion on this subject. (U) 

eeNFIDEl<il'f.iAL with 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

Aoril 24, 1981 

~FMOR~~DUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

F~OM: RO~ER FONTAINE ~ f 
SUBJECT: Weekly Report ( u) 

Soeci::ic 

Bolivia. It is about to pop. Rumors of coup plotting have 
been going on since I arrived at the OEOB. The State Department 
has always believed the Garcia Meza regime would last only two 
weeks. Finally, State may be right. The whole system is now 
askew. Hugo Banzer has publicly declared war on the- regime and 
the rest of the g~nerals are very restless. Meanwhile, Garcia 
Meza has turned away his real tough guy, Lucho Arce. The break 
could come next week. What to do? I'm in touch with the few 
real Bolivia experts in this town. The consensus is the US has 
played the waiting game for too long. If the coup attempt 
succeeds, we should, after a short, decent interval, send a specia l 
envoy to Bolivia -- perhaps General Sumner -- and have him say 
specifically what we want from the new government in preparation 
for full recognition and resumed relations (meaning our Ambassador) 
If the coup fails -- we should still do the same. Judging from 
the cable traffic, the Garcia· Meza regime still iin't quite 
sure what we want -- and more i mportantly -- how much we want it. 
Again, a special envoy would help enormously on this matter. 
I can spell all this out in greater detail next week if you wish. (S) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

( 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 

May 25, 1~81 

-~✓ 
THE PRESID~NT - ~ -

JANET COLSON •• 
NATIONAL SE ITY COUNCIL 
Sll..NTh B1\RB _/ 

( 

Bolivian Army Units $eclare State of Emergency 

Bolivian Army 
units declared themselves in a state of emergency today and 
demanded the replacement of President Luis Garcia Meza and 
his ·unta of militar commanders. 

The Situation Room will provide additional information as it 
becomes available. 



MEMORANDUM 

CONFI~ 
_.> 

INFORMATION 

RVA BAS SEEN 
'---' 

2988 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 26, 1981 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: ROGER FONTAINE ~ 
SUBJECT: Bolivia 

\\77Y'Z.. 

Lt. Col. Lanza's second coup attempt in 2 weeks was a repeated 
failure. A virtual carbon copy of the first golpito, Lanza 
failed because no other units joined his ClTE airborne 
battalion stationed in Cochabama. 

The news stories and embassy reporting played it cautious 
and straight, but Ia Paz radio stations as reported by AFP 
were wildly inaccurate. 

What now? Nothing in Bolivia is simple, and Garcia Meza is 
hardly secure. Quite aside from Bolivian political normality, 
i.e., always expect the unpredictable, two things suggest Garcia 
Meza may not be with us for long. First, coup attempts (even 
failed ones) always threaten the military as an institution. 
The La Paz exasperated generals may simply ask Garcia Meza to b/ 
go quietly. Second, we did not hear over the weekend from 
Natusch Bush. Was Lanza's golpito a mere diversion while the 
real coup is being put together for a go next weekend? 

In Bolivia this suggestion isn't even Byzantine. 
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MEMORANDUM 

294~y t117~3 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 26, 1981 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: ROGER FONTAINE ~ ~ 

SUBJECT: Reporting From Bolivia (S) 

As a follow-up to my comments on the reporting from Bolivia, 
our embassy is much reduced since the July 1980 coup, and 
Charge Alex Watson, in fact, writes most of the cables 
himself. Alex is a good foreign service officer (I knew 
him when he ran the Brazil office in ARA) but he is wholly 
committed to ge tting rid of Garcia Meza . That may or may 
not be laudable, but it has colored his judgment on Garcia J 
Meza's vulnerability to being overthrown. Hence, the steady 
stream of reporting from La Paz that indicated a successful 
coup would happen in early May. The mountain ~ in fact, 
produced a mouse -- two golpitos that were ludicrous failures. 
We all still stuck with Garcia Meza, and only an outline of 
a policy on what to do nex t . (S) 

Attachment 

Weekly Item Report on Bolivia 
dated May 15 
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6EGi'~ET 
Bolivia. This is a small blip on your radar screen, but the 
Bolivian situation (the failed coup in particular) absorbed a 
lot of our time this week. Part of the problem is the truly 
awful reporting coming out of our Embassy. It has been, 
to be charitable, very misleading. If there is anything that can 
be done to expedite sending a new Ambassador who can write 
objective cables, it should b e done. Larry Sternfield, I believe, 
can do that job. (S) 
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MEMORANDUM 3008 77y'() 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

May 27, 1981 

INFORMATION 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD V. ALLEN 

FROM: ROGER FONTAINE ~ f 
SUBJECT: Bolivia Update 

Garzia Meza has now been forced to resign effective August 6 j 
--Bolivian Independence Day. He was eased out by a consensus 
of senior military officers who wanted to bring the turmoil 
within the Armed Forces to an end in order to preserve the 
chain of command. (Two revolts within a month led by a 
Lieutenant-Colonel is unacceptable). The new government 
has yet to be assembled. The preliminary indications are 
positive. (More on this later). If men like Humberto Cayoja 
form the new leadership after August 6, then the U.S. should 
move quickly to recognize the new government. We have two 
months in which to make the preparations -- there is no reason 
why we can't be in place on or about August 6. 
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