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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST REPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION

REMARKS OF THE HONORABLE RONALD REAGAN

GOVERNOR REAGAN. — Thank you very much. Mr. President, Mrs.
Ford, Mr. Vice President, Mr. Vice President to be — (Applause and laughter.)

— the distinguished guests here, and you ladies and gentlemen: I am
going to say fellow Republicans here, bur also those who are watching from a
distance, all of those millions of Democrats and Independents who I know are
looking for a cause around which to rally and which I believe we can give them.
(Applause.)

Mr. President, before you arrived tonight, these wonderful people here
when we came in gave Nancy and myself a welcome. That, plus this, and plus
your kindness and generosity in honoring us by bringing us down here will give
us a memory that will live in our hearts forever. (Applause.)

Watching on television these last few nights, and I have seen you also with
the warmth that you greeted Nancy, and you also filled my heart with joy when
you did that. (Applause.)

May I just say some words. There are cynics who say that a party platform is
something that no one bothers to read and it doesn't very often amount to much.

Whether it is different this time than it has ever been before, I believe che
Republican Party has a platform that is a banner of bold, unmistakable colors,
with no pale pastel shades. (Applause.)

We have just heard a call to arms based on that platform, and a call to us to
really be successful in communicating and reveal to the American people the
difference between this platform and the platform of the opposing party, which
is nothing but a revamp and a reissue and a running of a late, late show of the
thing that we have been hearing from them for the last forty years. (Applause.)

If I could just take a moment; I had an assignment the other day. Someone
asked me to write a letter for a time capsule that is going to be opened in Los
Angeles a hundred years from now, on our Tricentennial.

It sounded like an easy assignment. They suggested I write something
about the problems and issues of the day. I set out to do so, riding down the
Coast in an automobile, looking at the blue Pacific out on one side and the Santa
Ynez Mountains on the other, and I couldn’t help but wonder if it was going to
be that beautiful a hundred years from now as it was on that summer day.

Then as I tried to write — let your own minds turn to thac task. You are
going to write for people a hundred years from now, who know all about us. We
know nothing about them. We don’t know what kind of a world they will be
living in.

And suddenly I thought to myself if I write of the problems, they will be
the domestic problems of which the President spoke here tonight; the challenges
confronting us, the erosion of freedom that has taken place under Democrat rule
in this country, the invasion of private rights, the controls and restrictions on
the vitality of the great free economy that we enjoy. These are our challenges
that we must meet.

And then again chere is that challenge of which he spoke that we live in a
world in which the great powers have poised and aimed at each other horrible
missiles of destruction, nuclear weapons, that can in a mateer of minutes arrive
at each other's country and destroy, virtually, the civilized world we live in.

And suddenly it dawned on me, those who would read this letter a hundred
years from now will know whether those missiles were fired. They will know
whether we met our challenge. Whether they have the freedoms that we have
known up until now will depend on what we do here.

Will they look back with appreciation and say, “Thank God for those
people in 1976 who headed off that loss of freedom, who kept us now 100 years
later free, who kept our world from nuclear destruction™?

And if we failed, they probably won't get to read the letter at all because it
spoke of individual freedom, and they won't be allowed to talk of that or read of
it.

This is our challenge; and this is why here in this hall tonight, better than
we have ever done before, we have got to quit talking to each other and about
each other and go out and communicate to the world that we may be fewer in
numbers than we have ever been, but we carry the message they are waiting for.

We must go forth from here united, determined that what a great general
said a few years ago is true: There is no substitute for victory, Mr. President.
(Applause.) :
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MS. WALTERS: Our guest this morning on ISSUES AND
ANSWERS is the Vice President, Walter liondale, And tlLe
Viee Presideni has juast tzlked, morients hefore we went on
the air, with Deputy Secretary of State Warren Christopher,
£rom Algiers, where it is now sbout 5:00 p.m., and can bring
us the latect, What is it?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: He told me that we do not
yet have an agreement, e thinks it could dhe very, very
close. ﬁnd-they are woriing on it feverishly. And he hopes
very much that it will be completed on our terms. But we
dc not y=t, in his opinicn, have an agreement,

M5. WALTERS: What's holding it up? It seems this
close, we keep hearing.

VICZ PRESIDENT MONDRLE: 1It's very clos2, This
morningy we had twe issues still cutstanding, one, a minor
difference in dollar amount, that is, the total amount that
would ke deposited. And a legal prcblem over court juris-
diction cver certain disputed claims, mattars that we thought
were within the realm of being settled.

At this point, just a few moments ago, at least in
Mr. Christopher's view, we do not have official confirmation
and we dovnot have an agreement as yet, But we may be very
close to one. I think we ought to wait for dewvelorments.

MS, WALTERS: Well, now, you have heard frovaran,

and Mr. Christopher has heazrd from Iran.
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VICE PRUSIDEUT MONDALE: I also talked te Secretavry

txj

Muskie just a few momenis ago, talked to the President
gariier this morning.

MS. WALTERS: We have an open 1ine, by the way, do
wa not, with Secretary Muskie?

VICE PRESIDIENT MONTZLY: Yes, we do.

M8, WALTERS: &o, if anything happens, you'll hear

VICE PRESINDCHY MOIDALE: That's right.

MS., WALTERS: Thev have heard from Iran and Iran
ez2ys, okay, we have an egreemeant. Are we waiting for the
hlgericrns to walk in and say, here it is, and then ve
actually read it and sign it? 1Is that what happens?

VICE PRESIDENT MCHDALE: Christeopher had heard the

<)

ame yveport out of the official Iranian news agency, Pars,
that we had. But he teold me that we do not have yet an
agreement. He thinks we nay be very close. And what ws
viould want tc do is hear from officiel channels and not
through a news report.

MS. WALTERS: I rcealize we have to be cauticus but
could it fall apart or to all intents and purposes, do we
say, at last.

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: I think it is too soon to
say, at last. And we've been -~ I've been at it 14 months,
and the poor Presideﬁt has been through this night and dzy,

&ll the cthers invelved in it, and welve had our hearts broken
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5 & substantizl diffarance in tone

fr-

“efoi=z, I thinll there
and offort herz that does make it differsat, that
itan.lally different. But, I think w2 ocught to wait until
we have an agreemwent, 1f cne is reached, until we say, at

lagt, We know wo'lre close, We know the differences ars not

nelpful, The Irenians are working on this. Sz T think there

is some goodd reason f£or hope but T think we ought to try to

restrain eurselves until i€, irn fact, we gain an agreement.
M3, WALTERS: So it meay not come by Tuwesday morning?

-

VICE FRESIDENT MONDALT: It may not, I am hopeful
that i+ will bhut, based on my dilscuseion with Mz, Christopher,
since we don't hev2 an agreenent ysit, I thinl we ought to
restrain our enthusiazm.

M5. WALTIRS: I know you shouldn't say this.

Mr. vice Presidert, but what is ycur gut feeling? Do you
tiiink ~- what's your instinct? Do you think it's going to
happsn by Tuesday?

VICE PRESILINT MONDALE: Barbara, 1I've been through
thig, as I s&id, for 14 monthe, and on & couple of other
occaszions, ny stomach told me we had an agreement, and then
my heart was broken. This time, it feels = lot better.
There is -- 25 I said -- there is a difference in intensity

hWere, We'lyve been in detalled -~ we've baen in detsilzc

negetiatione here now for several days. We're very, very

+ s S vt

——
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treug. And Ioam enceovragsd. But X tiirk we have to be
curefal.

-

Bhy WALYEIS:  Eve we still aegotiating/ Are we

[£s]

Uil wooking over thoss iittle picky points? We're still

i rec.otiznisnt

VICE FrESTORYY MIONORILE  This is what Mr. lhristopher
teld me.

UE. WNALTERE: We stlil are. It isnte thet they s&id

yei, ant we‘re just weiting for paperxs. Ve're s:111 Lego-
tisting?

VICE PRESTIDENRT MOMDRLE: We do not -- the two issues
I referred to,. jnst a few minutes ago, Mr. Chrigtopher tolid
i3, had ot yet besn resoived, ﬁaw, that wmay He any ninute.
Tue Irapians cowld say, this is satisfactory. But we do not.

KBS, WALTEDS: We've cowe back with a2 counterproposal
couat the dollar amcunt?

Vi{Z PRESIDINT MONDATE: Well, early this morning,
there were discussions.

¥S., WRLTERS: Suppose it's not done by Tuesday.
Wwhat happens? Does Warren Christopher stay on? Does the
sam? team stay on? Or suddenly do we start anctler vhole
team and a new negotiation?

VICE PRESIDENT MCHNDZLE: This, of course, is entirely
up €6 the new President, Mr. Reagan, as of Noon on Tuesday.
He is tha President and he picks his own foreigr policy assis-

tant. I dc believe, however, if we miss by a hair, that it’s
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inevitahble that the new team will take advarntage «f this
p:agrﬁss_that we have made to try €0 bring about the earliest
pogsible releas2. Because, whatever political differences
we had in the campaign, 21l Rmericans want those hostages
hame |
ES. WALTERS: Is it your feeling that Ronald Reagan

wvill stick totally'by thiz agreement and that it will just
be a questisn of a natural trensition from one team to the
other?

| VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: T can't sey. We have kept
the President-elect, of course, informed almost hcurly.
He has known at all times but he is not yet the President
and he has reserved the right, which we did in 19276, to

fer & judgment of what bhe would do as President until he

9
i

]

gs President. But I think the reality of the gituation is
sucl: that, having made all this substantial progress, and
this close to the return of our hostages, who have suffered
sc much, as wa all know, and thelr families have suffered
so terribly, I would expect that this basic groundwork would
be used by the incoming Adrministration., But that is only
speculation.

MS. WALTFRS: Nobody has said anything?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: No,

MS. WALTERS: What about the logistics? Suppose

something is signed? Now, how long does it take? Do you
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krog where the hostages will be going? We hear llgeria and

meny?

th=n West Germany. What has

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: fThet -- we've bsen pre-
cecupled, of course, with the agreement and the release.

As soon as we know there is &n agreement, if one is rzached,
than w¢ have to get into the logistice of when they would he
raleased, wvhere would they co?

¥3. WELTINRS: Don't know vet?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDILE: There's baan a lot of talk.
No derieicns,

M5, WALTERS: We heezrd that the President might fly
tz West Gernany.

ViICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: There's been nc decision
on that.

M3, WALTEORS: Is he packed and ready to go?

VIOE PRESIDEUT MONDALE: We have not gotien into
that part at 211.

MS“‘WALTERS: 55 how they are released, wha%t the
terms arxe, every<hing, no one knows?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: There has been genarzlized
‘2iscuzzicn for some time about that. Once we know they are
cosing out, then we have to make a final decision. It is
. a matter that is not entirely ours to decide. 1In other words,
he timing may be very much up to the Iranians. The planes

thet are used and 80 on may involve third ccuntries and so

-y
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cn. And so we'll have to work that out at that time.
New, we've done an intensive amount of work with the families
and £0 on over the months about what will be needed and so
on. That's in place. But the exact éetails on the logistics
cf where they will come, when they will come, who might greet
them and so on, has not yet been reached.'

M5. WALTERS: It seens to have a little way tec go,
even if something is signed?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Yes. We're prepared --
the President is watching this matter minute by minute.
We're prepared to move very expeditiously. I think that
will be the easiest part of it.

MS. WALTERS: ©Doas he himself have to put his name
on a particular piece ¢f paper?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Yes.,

MS., WALTERS: Anybody else?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: He, asvthe President, There
may be somz minor documents. I'l) pass on that question.
But the fundamental agreement would be signed by the
President,

MS. WALTERS: Nobody else has to? Nobody in Congress?
Nobody anywhere else? No other persons?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: They will be informed.
I¢*s the President's judgment.

MS. WALTERS: What precedent has been sct by these
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necotictions, i they work? UWhat precedent has baen set?
If we ever have to decal wiih other terrorist regirecs?

VICES PRZSIDENT MONDALE: Well, first of ell -- and
I think we hzve got to respect the delicacy of this monaent
&rd it may resirzin somz candor -- the, we took certain
steps early on to freeze assets, to terminate military
assistance, to slov dowm tradea, te enhance our pregense in

the Persian Gulf and the rest, a&ll of which X think have

=]

helped to bring about progress, albeit slowly,in this matter.

The biggest problem, in my cpinicn, over the long-~
run, ie, how do vyou protect Americean diplomatic psrsonnel
in hostile foreigr countries urder circumstances like those
wve went threcugh in Iran., As you know, we had some antici-~
pated problems, We reduced the forsign s2rvice personnsl
thzre by soma 2,500 down tc S52. In fact, we reduced the
nunber of Amaricans in Iran frxom 75,000 down to less than

2,000.

MS, WALTERS: You know, understanding the delicacy,
and really all of us being sc grateful that these men and

women, we hope, will be comingy home, what do you.say to

. pesple who say this i= ransom?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: I think there is a good
answer to that. We are not paying a dime of American money
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for tiz return of these hostsges. #hat ve did, when we
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Treze (rhiss assets, waz to say, we are going ©o hold Iran
asveta, their goid, their dollars, in Arcrican banks and in
Yrerican~ormed banks overszeas, until our hostages are returned.

In ather words,; the Iranians are not recciving anything that

[N

s ourns. We are returning te tha status gquo. That is a
wery irgortant distiuction.

M3, WALTERS: Some Arab leader: lLave beszn saying,
cne hears, that we will be giving the Ireanians scmething like
$% billion, which means that they can nov fix up their ary,
thnel they can ¢et spare parts, if not fror this country, frem
other cvountries, and that they can then wvage war in full
force where ther have not been able to. This money gives
them an opportunity o continue not only the war they are
involved in but perhaps even others,

VICE PRESIDEKNT MONDALE: First of all, we are not
giving them anything. In other words, this is their money,
that we have frozen, that we will be returning tc them.

In a covatry of the gize of Iran, this pcopulatiocn, $8 billicn
or vhatever it ie sounds like a lot of money. But it isn't

a bicg item in a country of that size. I think it is important
buat it is not a big item. 2nd,finally, we've got some right
here to put those hostages and their families at a very

high priority. You know when you think what they've been

! ihreugh., When you think what their families have been through.
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L@ how marvelous they have beéno We want thew homc, And
wa've tikan these éteps ard we premised 1f they'd let these
heosteavses come heome we weuld unfreenxe those funds.  That's
vhet we aze doing. T don't thirk that iz improper et &1l
undesr the circumstances.

M5. WALTERS: What is the final ficure? You said
53 biliion. ‘

VICE PRESIDINT MOWDALE: That's one of the cuibbles
richt now., JTIt's about $8 billien.

¥S. WALTERS: Y there a quibble whether it is
g billion or %9 killien?

VICE PFESIDENT KORDLILE: No. It's a very/ close
rznge.

M3, WALTERS: A littie bit. You know, ', Vice
President, the feelinc is, of course, that all e! this
ic happening because if it didn’'t happen now, th: Ixanians
think that Rcnald Reagan would be tougher. Now, the
implication there, of course, is that President tarier
wasn't tough enoucgh.

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Historians will have to
answey that questicn; I don't believe that, I think the
Iranians have slowly seen the coet of holding th:ise hostages,
to Iran. I think they are actingxin their own salf-interest.
TL.ey are in very serious financial situations. ‘They have been

desparately‘1°°lated in internaticnzl relations. Their trade
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has been sericusly intezrupted.

MS. WALTZRS: But they don't have to do it by
Tuesday.

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Bat this has been going on
for some time and it may be the unknown. I think they want
it xecolved now., This process has been entrain., I think
they have decided now is the time to act. And X hope they
will act, That's my hope.

MZ, WALTERS: Do you stay up at nisght saying, 1if
cenly we could have done gomsthing differently? Or do you
fgel that everything was done thet could have been done?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: 1 often ask myseif that.

I was involved in th2 resgcue plan, which I strongiy simperted,
Trat was a trazedy. Ve heve tried evervihing we ceon, throod
every diplomatic channel. We've tried everything we can
through the United Naticns and sc on. We have ssught to
comnuniicate throu§h every responsible source that we can
outside of Government. We've tried to deal with strength
and with responsibility, to bring these hostages home safely
and to deal with the BNation's security interest, There

wers all kinds of good ideas that would risk their lives.

We didn't want to do that, There are steps that had to be
taken also with a view toward long range strategic needs
tecaussz, as you know, Iran and the Persian Gulf, that is

perhaps the most strategic area. And it's for others to

1
3
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decide whethcr we performed -- I'11 tell you this. The
Fresident has becn personally concerned, comuitted, and
worliing on this proklen from the véry morent that we got

the czl). I think history will serve us well when they
review the record.

MS. WALTERS: We will be back shortly to talk with
the Vice Preszident. Wa would iike to say that because we
are sitring here with the Vice Preszident,. he has an open
line to the Secretary of State should there bz any develop-
ments on the hestages. You will hear it here first. And
we'll be back shortly, after this message.

{(Annocuncements)

¥3., WALTERS: We've back with the Vice President
of the United States, Walter Moniale, and we should say
coming back that we are very close to an agreement but
agreement has nct yet been made, The Vice President talkad
monents before we went on the air with Algiers and with
Warren Christophex there and we have an open line to Secre-
tary of State Maskie.

M-. Vice P:esident; vhat do you think our future
relations should be with Iran, if and when this is finally
reg<lved?

VIZE PRESIDENT MONDALE: That of course if for the
Iranians to deéide. I think it's in theilr longtetm interest

to have good relationz with the United States. We have no
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desionz on thim &t all. %We want them to Le ar indecandert

natice. ¥ wvent them to be a total pation. We want then

e be sceare. End wve want to have thoe beet posgsible rel:zitions

vith tham, Buy thet’z for them to decide.

MS. WALTLIS: But 8¢ wo kise and make up? Do we
LenG an arbassador? Do wve have another embassy?

VICE PRESIDENT MORDALE: fThe way 1 undezstood your
gusstion -~- mayre I ought to back up just a minute. Long-
terwm diplomatic relaticonship with Iran, there will obvicusly
b2 2 time haere of deep distress, and mayhe even estrangement
becaus: of this aimost unprecedanted, ﬁrcfcund predicamsrnt
w2 are going through., Bt there is no == woe do not heve ;:y
longcarm dééigna on Iran cxeept that winichk we have toward
all nation states, that they should be independent and
secure and live in peace. hnd it's in the security interest
of -- wall, it'e in ¢he interest of a pesaceful wecrld that thet
be the case. Becauce enyone whe locks at the Fersian Gulf
&nd Iran realizes thzt thast is perhaps the most strategic and
touchy arza in the worlid,

NE., WALTERS: T do wunderstand that. But I mean, I
wonder how ~~ ig there a time period befcre ve ars friends
and allies?

VICE PREESIDERT MONDALE: I think that remains to be
sezn. And I think right now what counts is to reach this

agreemznt and get our hostages home and let that watter rest.




10

o
-

1z

T
(&1

14

M3, WALTERS: Mr. Vice Pragident, hirc we are talking
cn Sunday, and in, what, & little over two days, yecur whole
l1ife changes, a naw Governmeni coaes in. This conversation
we are having, this agrecment about the hostages, had it taken
place before the last election, do you think Jimmy Carter and
Walter Mondale would have been reelected?

VIZE PRESIDRITY MONDALR: Xt might have made a
difference. Clearly, the public, like the Prasident and
myself, were distressed ard cdisheartened by what these
hestaves and thely familles and really tha whole nazion with
them are geing through and have gone througsk., But really,
iet's jus: accept the fact that Mr, Reagan was elected and,
more: thon that, acsept it in good faith. The election is
over. Saae thinge broke foir us. Same things broke against
us. 2nc¢ mwst of them, upfortunately, were in the latter
category. We accepl that in good graces. We wish Pras;dent
Reagan and Vice President Bush well, And when they succeed,
the countzy succeede. |

MS. WALTERS: How do you feel now? You told me when
we came in, you are packing and Mrs. Mondale is taking down
the paintings. You see the sceffolds, parades, fireworks.
What's it feel like?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDZLE: Well, there is some sense
of letdown. On the other hand, there is &lso a sense of

personal relief, We had four good years. They have been
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the bagt years cf my life, the best years of Joan's life.
The family hags Gone well. We are very happy, wouldn't trade
it, those four years, for anything. I think I come out of
it a better man. I eertainly know more about our Government
and the Presidency in the world than I poesibly could in any
other way. The American pzaple have been kind to us, hbove
all, Presldent Carter has been kind to me.

You know, one thing I am really proud of, if I can
go beyond your question, is that I think maybe in the first
time in American history, at least recent American history,
the President and the Vice President have worked well
together, for four years.

M5, WALTERS: Do you thir¥ that's the first time?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Well, I know -- I've talked
to Reckefeller and I've tzlked to Hubert and I've talked to
maiy others and I've stujied the history. It has been a
cursed relationship, bistorically. President Carter and I have
gotten along beautifully. The relationship is even better
than when we started. And i have bsen permitted to have
access to him and t&{secreta and to the management of the
Presidency, unlike any other Vice President, I believe.

MS., WALTERS: We hear =--

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: And that is something.

MS. WALTERS: We hear 38 great deal about a Carter

legzcy, whether there will be ona, whether he was a transient
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Prezident. I'd like to ask if you think there is & Mondale
Jegacoy and 1f it is what vou just saidy

YICE PRESIDENT MONCALE: I think that is one of thenm.
I think it may be the most lasting. An institutional change
whereby for the first time a Vice President becones an |
ipportant part of the Presidency. Thei's & very important
change and I think it is very helpful to a President, to
the country,

KS, WALTERS: Let's be human for a moment and --
I don't mean that you haven't been. I want to ask you,
very qguickly, what comes intc yecur mind, what meucries,
vhat things in th:z lacst four vears when you think of what
you talked about as this unprecedented life you'wve had?

VIZE PRESIDENT MONDAY.E: The trust that we had and
I can't put a particular date on it.

MS. WALTERS: What images =-- do you know?

VIZE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Oh, I remember certain
things and I'11 be thrilled with them the rest of my life
-~ Begin and Sadat sicninc the Camp David accords. I'l)

remember my trip tc the Pecple's Republie of China, where

I think we made substantial progress. 1I'll remember the

monment when we ratified the Panama Canal Treaty; as contro-

versial as it was. Those are some of the things that
iﬁﬁediatcly spring to mind. Other things that I'll remember

perhape aren’t very dramatic but I am proud of them. The other
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day I gzmz hoae and spoke to the Minnoscths leglsliature.
Yeople, wnen yvou've lopt an election, they're almost nicer
to you, because they know it huris end they want you to feel
better, purticularly in your home stz2te, z2nd I went home to
Minnasota. It was glericus., And in the middle of that
speech, I said, you know, it may not be much, but in four
Years we told the truth, we okeyed the luaw, and we kept the
peace. I'm proud of it. And ¢hose values mean evervyihing
to ma,

MS., WALTERS: Anyvthing that you say, oh, and it
gives you a pain, and you think, 4if only I bhadn't done that?

VICE PRESIDFNT MONDALE: I think I got toc rouglh one
day in the United Statesz Senate on some rFuilings but since I
have been forgiven I don‘t want to go inte it.

MS., WALTERS: Do you want to be President?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: I'm giving it serious
consideration but let's take some time on it.

M5. WALTERS: I ask that because —- I reszlize it
is in one sense premature ~- but Jimmy Carter started four
yaars Lefore lhis election, Ronald Reagan started certainly
four vears oxr eight years before. If it really is som2thing
that you are going to be thinking about, vou'd better do
something fairly soon, get the Party together, get yourszlf
in some position. |

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: There's one thing I'm

L b g S i m
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going to do for sure and that's stay in public life., I've
got scme years left inme. I thinX I'm in a position to
contxibute, I intend to spend the new few years tfying to
refragh myself, travel, learn, talk. I'm going to go back
to the University of Minnescta in McaAlister and St. Thomas
and get together with students again, which I haven't done
for a long time, and T intend to remzin active in public
life. 7T night seek the Presidency. I think it is too svon
to know. BAnd finally, let me return to a pcint that I made
ezrlier, President Reagan is entitled to a decent chané& to
run this country and I don't think any of us ocught to be
interfering with that.

MS. WALTERS: Will you live in Washington? Will you
take a job?

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: I'm going to keep my legal

_residence in Minnesotz., I will be Qoing teaching and other

things that I referred to in my own State T will be prac-

ticing law, which incidentally I look forward to. I'm a

18

lawyer. I'm proud of it. I love to practice law. I'm going

to do some of that. I'm going to do a good deal of traveling

oversaas. And studying issues that I think are important,
Security matters. And the rest.

MS. WALTBRS: If you are not working tomorfow night.
rn the hostage situation, how will ycu spend your last night

in office?
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VICIZ PRESIDEWT MONDALE: The Yresidani and Rosalyrn
invited Jcen and me to stay overnight in tha Lincoin Bedroorn,
so that's what w: are going to do.

MS. WALUERS: Have you ever done that before?

VICE FRESIDENT MONDALE: No.

MS . HQLTERS; So, will vou all have dinner together
and then -

JICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: Yes. And that's a marvelous
gestiura on their part, and it's typical ¢f how both the
President and Rosalynn have behaved toward Joan and myself.
¥We love then,

¥5. WALTERS: Rny advic: four George Bush?

VICE PPESCILDERT MONDALF: Yes, and we've had several
conversations. T bhope I'm nct bresgging but Y think the
relationship and the way we did it, between the President
and reyself, is exactly how Repgan and Bush ouvvht to handle
it. He's going to be housed in the White Hovse. That is
very important. He's to be privy to the secret }nformation,
access to the President, unlimited in nature. The weekly,
private luncheon with the President. Those things he set up.

¥S. WALTERS: Those things did not take place before
your term of office?

.VVICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: No. Wo. And, ;s a matter
of fact, most of what happened didn't take place‘befcre. And

I also edvised him to spend & gocd deal of time in the Senate,
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at first., It's good that he's Lad Congressicral experience.
He Las not been in the Senate and he should spend some time
mastering the rules and getting to know the members of the
Senate because that is also a very important part éf a
Vice Presideat's job.

MS. WRLTERS: And as we leave now, what is your -~
do you feel, in just these lasi few seconds, sad, relieved?

VICE PRESIDENP MONDALE: Satiefied, & little bit
sad, and very optimistic about my country. This is 2 mag-
nificent nation and it's going to do just fine and I am
Gelightad to be & citiszen.

MS. WALTERS: We thank you for being with us,
Vr. Vica President. I've been fortunate encugh to do many
iaterviews with you in the past and I look forward to many
more in the future.

VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE: ?hahk you sc much, Barbara.
I've always enjsyed it. |

MS. HAiTERS: Thank ycu.

* & 2
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THEME I

KEEPING THE PEACE

Keeping the peace -- deterring aggression requires quiet steady
strength and will.

4 Years ago we had no strength and no will.

(o]

o

O

(o]

O

O

But now:

O

(o]

O

Strategic systems were o0ld and defense spending at the
lowest point in 40 years.

Ships couldn't leave port and airplanes couldn't fly.

Service morale was low and readiness was poor.

Result was Soviet/Cuban expansionism into Ethiopia, South
Yemen, Afghanistan and Nicaragua.

"Unacceptable" Soviet brigades became "acceptable."

We had no bargaining leverage for arms control.

We

are deterring -- not one square inch of territory has

been lost to Soviet aggression —-- some (Grenada) has even
been recovered.

Modernization is working.

Armed Forces now more ready than ever.

We

-— Better trained, equipped and educated than ever
before

-- Reenlistments up
-- Morale sky-high

have something to bargain with in arms control.
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THEME II

LEADING THE FREE WORLD TOWARD A BETTER FUTURE

The United States needs friends. But followers expect certain
things of leaders.

o Reliability =- will you be there if the crunch comes?

o Solutions to problems.

4 years ago we saw:

0 Unreliability
- Threats to pull troops out of Korea
- On again--off again neutron bombs in Europe
- Friends going under from Iran to Ethiopia

o No solutions to big problems
- Our own economy in a mess
- Dragging others down with us

- Soviets and Cubans running all over Africa and
Central America

- 0il disruptions lead to gas lines and inflation

But now:

o Reliability is back -- when 6 East Caribbean countries
called, we hauled

o Our economy is lifting the world out of depression

o 0il disruptions, gas lines and inflation prevented by
preparedness

0 Suez mining resolved quickly and vital waterway kept open

0 Massive debt problems met with timely aid --
international banking system saved

o Nuclear suppliers organized to check proliferation



wew W45 Rumania comes to the Olympics ' at'E0 Olumpmes ,
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o Relations with Asian allies and PRC better than ever

o Europe withstands severest Soviet intimidation in
post-war history and comes out stronger.

o Grenada is free and Americans rescued

The result is an entirely new climate of confidence and optimism:
o South Korea feels confident enough to talk to North Korea

o West Germany expanding ties to East Germany
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o Western resolve leads to easing of pressure in Poland
o Jordan recognizes Egypt

o South Africa makes accommodation with Mozambique and
moves toward compromise with Angola

o E1 Salvador turns the tide against opposition and offers
to negotiate

Do you want to go back to more Irans, Afghanistans and allied
bickering or stick with steady, reliable, peaceful leadership?



Or, let's consider another kind of crisis which could have
occured. While non-violent, it would have been no less
threatening to our national security. It concerns the inter-
national debt situation which could have led to the collapse of
the international banking system. It didn't. Why? Let's review
the history.

o Two }ears ago Mexico notified us of the difficulty they
would have in meting payments on their foreign debt.

o Together with Brazil, Argentina and Venezuela, the debt
totaled over $200 billion. If any one or more of these countries
had defaulted, it could have had a very harmful effect on the
international financial system, including a number of private US
banks.

o Of course, private deposits of Americans would have
been guaranteed by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, but
still there would have been substantial turmoil and loss within
the banking community.

o But today I can report that none of these countries has
defaulted.
o} The reason is that when the problem arose, my Secretary

of the Treasury went to work quietly with the leaders of the
international financial institutions to solve the problem. And
working quietly but heroically they solved the problem.

o A separate but important outcome of this effort has
been to strengthen our relations with each of these countries and
to preserve democracy in them.

o Quiet steady solutions to problems -- that's what
Americans expect of their government. And that's what they are
getting.



THEME ITII
PREVENTING CRISES

An even greater test of leadership than coping with crises is
preventing them from happening at all.

Have you ever stopped to wonder why you haven't had to wake up at
5:00am to go get in a line for gasoline?W4 The war is even more
intense between Iran and Irag Why has that not happened?

Why did it happen before?

o0 Because the industrial nations didn't have any reserves
to fall back on in an emergency.

o That led them to rush to the spot market driving up
prices

o Lack of reserves led to shortages and long lines
How did we prevent this from happening again?

o By building up our reserves--we have quadrupled them
since 1980.

o By making clear to Gulf states that we would not let
matters get out of contrcl and giving them the means to
defend themselves against attack

o That firmness gave Gulf states the courage to act and to
prevent escalation.

o Well in advance, we briefed our allies so as to calm
fears and establish confidence that we could handle the
problem.

o The result is that you get an extra hour's sleep and
don't worry about gas shortages.

=3

have closed one of the world's strategic trade arteries. Did it
close? No. Why not.

0 Because the US Navy was on the scene immediately with
our friends to clear the mines and establish calm in the
international market.

To deal with crises you must think in advance about what might
happen and be ready to deal with it. Because we have done that
confidence in the United States has risen and our leadership is
respected--and followed around the world.



THEME IV
DEFENDING AND PROMOTING DEMOCRACY

20 years from now will there be fewer or more democracies?
Will the United States be the last bastion, acting alone in
a sea of totalitarian turmoil? 4 years ago, that's where we
were heading with states going under from Ethiopia to
Nicaragua. Nurturing of this big picture issue is am
important part of being President.

What has happened in the last 4 years?
o Democracy has had a renaissance.

0 Consider this hemisphere--elections have been held
in Argentine, El1 Salvador, Honduras, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Panama and soon they will be held in
Grenada. (o whe sas 56T tar bed o Aese

o Dictators are being replaced by popular leaders.

o The United States has assisted this process and
supported the fledgling democracies with aid and
security assistance.

But freedom has enemies and liberty's friends will fail if
we fail them.

o In El1 Salvador we are helping to restore the
economic foundation which must be the engine which
overcomes unemployment and hunger--the breeding
ground of foreign subversion. It is workinag.
President Duarte has turned the tide and is trving
to bsing the rebels into the democratic process.

o In Nicaragua we are resisting the betraval of a
revolution which is trylng to crush its opposition.

0 In Grenada wenstepped in to save American students
saed to—te-save democracy (The opponent took over a vear
to decide whether or not that was the right thing to
do. That would have been too late.)

o Whether it is the Sandinistas, the PLO, Cuba or the
Soviet Union our friends and allies need our help if
they are to withstand pressure and subversion. It
has been my policy to give them that help.

o0 We all support Democracy. But at the moment of
truth, Mr Mondale hasn't been so sure. That's not
leadership; that's weakness and vacillation.

e

?ﬁg}
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THEME VI
US-SOVIET RELATIONS----- ARMS CONTROL

We seek a stable relations with the Soviet Union based on
Reciprocity and Restraint. We can succeed if we proceed with
steady, bipartisan support. But we must learn from history and
understand what works and what does not. First let's deal with

some popular myths:

o Some say that just having meetings makes things better.

- President Carter's meeting with Brezhnev in Vienna was
followed by the invasion of Afghanistan, an unacceptable
brigade in Cuba and aggression in El Salvador--that
meeting did not make things better.

o Any arms control agreement makes things better.
- SALT II authorized more building on both sides--since
it was signed, the Soviets have added over 3800 warheads

-—is that making things better?

- The record of Soviet violations makes clear that trust
is not enough.

o The absence of agreements makes things worse--is that true?

- Without any agreement, the US has reduced its nuclear
arsenal by one third since 1967.

- Our total megatonnage is less than half what it was
under President Kennedy.

- Since 1979 we have removed 1000 warheads from Europe--
we are in the process of removing 1400 more. This came
without any arms control agreement.

o0 Unilateral disarmament will lead the Russians to do the same
thing. Is that true?

- Did President Carter's cancellation of the B-1 lead the
Soviets to -reduce ‘anything--No, they kept right on
building.

- Mondale wants to cut the MX and B-1l--here we go agaln.
What are the lessons from all this?

o Getting an agreement is not the issue--we could simply agree
to the Soviet position as in SALT II. But both sides were
allowed to keep building. The issue is getting a good agreement.

o Getting a good agreement requires that yoﬁ have something to
bargain with. Cutting our own programs as Mondale wants, will
remove any incentive for the Russians to come back to talks.

o We must bargain seriously. I have spent the last year
reviewing all our positions. We are ready now with flexible

positions.






Specific Issues

The Middle East

Military Crisis in Central America

Arms Control and The Free:ze

Lebanon

"Star Wars," Extending Arms Race "Into the Heavens"
"Evil Empire" and the Failure in U.S.-Soviet Relations
Human Rights Neglect

Cheap Foreign Imports



The Middle East

Charges:

We have no Middle East policy.

Disorder in the Middle East is growing, and the picture
there is bleaker than ever.

This Administration has secured no agreement like Camp
David, and the Reagan plan has undercut Camp David.

ResEonses:

We have a strategy for the Middle East: It is a strategy of
strengthening moderate forces and helping them resist
radical elements. That's what our opposition to Qadhafi is
all about. It's a strategy of expanding our relations with
Israel. That's why we are the first Administration to have
the political courage to treat Israel as a strategic
partner. U.S. relations with Israel are better than they
have ever been. And it's a strategy of reducing the
prospects for another Middle East war as we work with others
to help create conditions for peace.

Let me say a word, too, about Camp David. First, it is a
noble agreement. But it is vital to understand that the
Middle East is subject to ebbs and flows. Peace cannot be
imposed. Those who believe it can are those who would hand
Israel over to its adversaries on a plate. There are times
then for crystalizing agreements, and times when one simply
must do the hard and thankless work of laying the foundation
for future progress. The most important provision of Camp
David is the unwritten provision -- that it all works only
if the U.S. is strong and active and engaged. Stability
really depends on us.

I'm perfectly prepared to give Mr. Mondale credit for Camp
David. But why is he so unwilling to not give us credit for
preserving it against the forces that tried to tear it down.

Or does he forget that it was my decision to commit peace
forces to the Sinai =~ a decision greatly debated in the
closing days of his Administration ~- that made the
agreement stick.
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-—- Transition Back to Central Theme --

I'm amazed, too, at Mr. Mondale's effort to deliberately obscure
our central achievements in the region and particularly our work
crisis management. We have prevented the Iran-Iraq war from
spilling over and affecting our access to o0il, thus creating gas
lines and economic hardship throughout the Western world.

The real answer as to the effectiveness of our policy can be
found not in my words, or Mr. Mondale's attacks: it can be found
in the fact that the moderate forces in the region continue to
act on the belief that the U.S. is a partner they can trust:
that's why our diplomacy is still at work in Lebanon; why our
security cooperation with Egypt and moderates continues; why our:
help was sought in clearing mines from Suez; and why we are
working to help Israel in its hour of greatest economic need.



Military Crisis in Central America

Charges:

Militarizing the region.
Not taking diplomacy seriously.

Violating international law (contras, mining the harbors).

Responses
A, Our policy in Central America is democracy. That's why we

are supporting President Duarte, newly elected in El
Salvador, and his reforms; that's why we want democracy in
Nicaragua. That's all we want. We aren't to blame for the
troubles of that region and Mr. Mondale should stop blaming
America.

We haven't militarized anything. Three-fourths of our aid
is economic. The fact is that Nicaragua ~-- starting back
when the Carter-Mondale Administration was announcing $175
million in aid for them -- has used Soviet and Cuban help to
build the largest military machine in the history of Central
America. Their armed forces are larger than those of all
other Central American countries put together. That's
militarizing! So when their neighbors become scared and ask
us for help, do we turn away —-- or do we help? Nicaragua
has 9,000 Cubans and we have 55 advisers in El Salvador and
Mr. Mondale blames America for militarizing!

The Sandinistas have betrayed international law and reneged
on every promise they made to us and to their Latin
neighbors. International law recognizes the fundamental
right of self-defense. They attack their neighbors and now
they hide behind law books to obscure this. I have no
apologies for helping people fight Sandinista subversion and
oppression to secure their freedom. Let's stop blaming
America again for resisting a bunch of thugs. Mr. Mondale
has changed his mind on Grenada and I think he'll change it
here too -- but by then will it be too late to salvage
freedom in Nicaragua?

In El Salvador we are staying the course. Mr. Mondale has
criticized our effort but I am proud of it. We are helping
a young democracy get started under President Duarte, who
was chosen El Salvador's president this year in a free
election. Human rights violations are in a steady and
welcome decline. The communist guerrillas are on the run.
We have given President Duarte the tools and he is doing the
job. We have not exceeded our self-imposed limit of 55
advisers and no American combat troops -- but the Salvadoran
people want to know if we will give them the tools they need
to defend their country from communist guerrillas armed by




Cuba and Nicaragua. We will -- for their sakes and for
ours.

In Grenada, a band of Marxist murderers executed the highest
government officials and started to impose a brutal
communist dictatorship. At risk were the lives of Americans
studying on the island, freedom of all Grenadans. and the
security of all neighboring countries if another island fell
to communist aggression. Fearful for their futures, leaders
of the nearby islands came to us and I acted -~ and I
believe most Americans share my pride that our nation stood
up to defend liberty and security in our hemisphere. Mr.
Mondale would not have acted and at the time he blamed
America =-- not the murderers ~- for creating trouble in
Grenada. Now he said recently he was wrong and I was right.
(Although as late as last week it still wasn't clear where
his running mate stood on this issue.) That's 20-20
hindsight; if he'd been President that little island would
have been hijacked by communist thugs -- and our students
with it. A President needs to act ~- not to come around to
seeing clearly one year too late.

In Nicaragua, a revolution was betrayed by communist
guerrillas who have stolen the government. More and more
Nicaraguans now oppose the repressive Sandinista regime, and
they support efforts to build democracy in Nicaragua,
guarantee religious freedom and stop repression of the
Catholic Church, and break the Cuban and Soviet hammerlock.
They are struggling for their nation's freedom and we should
be proud to be on their side.

There were two revolutions in 1979 -- one in El1 Salvador and
one in Nicaragua. The Salvadoran revolution is being
fulfilled, by guilding democracy; the Nicaraguan revolution
has been betrayed by communists. We are helping the
Salvadorans with their democratic reforms and resisting the
Sandinistas' efforts to spread subversion from Nicaragua.
And I'm proud of that record.

Mr. Mondale has called for a "gquarantine" of Nicaragua.

What does that mean? How many U.S. ships? Does he want to
confront Soviet warships? Has he thought it through? Isn't
that a dangerous form of militarization?

We have avoided any use of U.S. combat forces and Mr.
Mondale's first suggestion to abandon that policy and put
U.S. naval forces into a combat situation. Now that's what
I call militarization of the problem, and it's a dangerous,
half-baked idea.

-~ Transition Back to Central Themes --




?&}

Our Central American policy needs to be understood against three
of the broader themes I have been emphasizing tonight: the need
for reliability, the need to manage crises before they overwhelm
us, and the need to help democracies succeed.



Arms Control and The Freeze B

Charges:

- This Administration has achieved nothing on arms control and
opposes arms control.

- The President opposes a freeze and wants a new arms race.

ResEonses:

A. Nuclear Freeze

Are you talking about a unilateral freeze, or one the Soviets
observe also. When people say that a freeze would be an easy
thing to achieve, they must be talking about a unilateral freeze.
Well, that's a dangerous thing which the American people don't
want. To get the Russians to agree to a freeze with the specific
details needed to make it meaningful would take lengthy
negotiations. It would require enormous verification efforts to
be sure the Soviets weren't improving and enlarging their forces
in some way. If we're going to go to all that effort, let's go
after something better than a freeze -- let's negotiate real
reductions.

B. Arms Control

For 15 years we have had a series of arms control agreements.
I'm glad Mr. Mondale reminds us of this. And let me also remind
you that in those 15 years the Soviets have had the largest
military buildup in world history -- including a more than 500
percent increase in missile warheads. Now something's wrong --
indeed very wrong -- with those so-called "arms control"
agreements, and that's what I want to turn around. The
Democratic Senate knew there was something wrong, too, because
they refused to ratify the agreement the Carter-Mondale team
brought back from the table.

I want arms control agreements that actually reduce armaments and
make us all safer. That's the question I ask about any arms
control agreements and any defense program -- will it make us
safer. That's why I want to try new technology to protect us
from Soviet missiles, and new negotiations to reduce arms on both
sides: to make us safer. Mr. Mondale wants more of the same
kind of agreements we've had, and I say that we can do better,
and be safer.

It does us no good to sign agreements allowing more and bigger
missiles, or that can be violated with impunity, or that we can't
check up on. That's the kind the Carter-Mondale Administration
signed in 1979, and Senate Democrats like John Glenn and the late
Scoop Jackson opposed it. I don't want more of the same -- I
want to turn things around and get agreements that really make us
safer. We may have to negotiate harder and longer, but it's
worth it.



Lebanon

Charges:

- Terrorist attacks are repeated and repeated and we are never
ready.

- Sending troops to Lebanon was a major error, cost hundreds
of lives, and gained us nothing. Typical of Reagan to
resort to a military solution that won't work.

- This isn't standing tall ~- it's sacrificing American lives
for no purpose.

Responses:

Of course Lebanon was a setback. The forces we were trying to
help were unable to hold together in the midst of great internal
political turmoil.

But let's not miss the central point. Our country's strategy for
promoting peace is based on helping others ~-- giving them the
best possible chance. This is only common sense. We can't
impose peace. And we can't do for others what they are unable to
do for themselves.

I understood the difficulties when we went in; and I understood
when the time had come to change our approach. If we are
unwilling to .try to help, how can Israel or the other countries
have confidence in our support for a broader peace agreement.
Because we tried, our diplomacy is still valued; and let's not
forget the PLO was removed.

If Mr. Mondale can't see the connection between the importance of

trying, and our continuing credibility in the region, then his
understanding is flawed indeed.

-— Transition Back to Central Theme --

Standing tall means being engaged in the world, trying to help
others achieve noble ends. Not as a policeman, but as a
concerned partner. My Administration faces up to problems,
realizing that setbacks are inevitable in the course of promoting
stability and peace.
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"Star Wars," Extending Arms Race "Into the Heavens"

Charges:

- RR wants to extend arms race into the heavens.

- This "Star Wars" will destroy the only remaining major arms
agreement (the 1972 ABM Treaty).

- This "Star Wars" won't work, but will be terribly expensive.

Responses

Mr. Mondale argues I want to extend the arms race "into the
heavens." Well, he hasn't noticed that the Soviets have had an
arms race in the heavens for some 25 years. They have tested

intercontinental missiles in space ever since the late 1950s (and
so have we, of course). More recently, despite the SALT
agreement negotiated in Mr. Mondale's administration -- and in
many cases in violation of that agreement -- the Soviets have
tested through outer space one new missile after another.

In opposing my program on strategic defenses against missiles,
Mr. Mondale and his party reveal their inbred opposition to new
ideas. Mr. Mondale charges that I do not understand that missile
defense can't work. As always, he is defending every old idea
and knocking down every new one.

I want our best scientists to work on new technology that can
turn around this missile threat. I want my successors to have
alternatives. Right now, we have no defenses against any nuclear
attack, only the threat of revenge. Mr. Mondale wants us to
remain forever totally undefended against any nuclear missiles --
even an accidental attack. I have a different vision of the
future: I want us through new defensive technology and through
agreed reductions in offensive forces to make nuclear missiles
obsolete.
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"Evil Empire" and the Failure in U.S.-Soviet Relations

Charges:

President has failed to handle Soviets.
Excessive rhetoric has damaged relations.

No constructive relationship, no agreements, no summits.

Responses:

A.

It's easy to have an agreement with the Soviets -- just give
them what they want. But when you do you don't enhance
peace and stability, you threaten it. Jimmy Carter held a
summit in Vienna with Brezhnev -- remember that picture of
the two of them embracing? Well, that kiss was followed X
months later by their invasion of Afghanistan. I've avoided
the kiss and 1I've avoided any more Afghanistans. The
signals they get from me are clear -- we're always ready to
deal, but always on fair terms only.

I met with Gromyko, but why not sooner? Turbulence in
Moscow -- Brezhnev was dying when I was elected, then
Andropov pushed to the top but he proved to be in and out of
hospitals and died, now Chernenko is reported ill too.
They've had no leader and therefore no one to negotiate with
-~ who could really make a deal and make it stick.

Some people attacked the phrase "evil empire" but no one
disputes the facts -~ they just say I shouldn't state the
facts. Soviet control of Afghanistan, Poland, etc., is
clearly an empire; and when I see their treatment of men
like Scharansky and Sakharov: Yes, that's evil. I have
made abundantly clear to them my desire for a constructive
relationship, but I also know that the only way to have one
is to get the Soviets know you know fact from fiction. We
get no respect from them if we hid from the truth.

The Soviets walked out of our Geneva arms talks and some
people agree that we ought to make a better offer to bring
them back. That's not negotiating with the Soviets; that's
negotiating with ourselves. Every time they walk out we're
not going to make another concession. We are going to hold
firm and protect our interests and negotiate with them --
not ourselves,.

’a}
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Human Rights Neglect

Charges:

Abandonment of Human Rights.
Cozying up dictators.
Double standards for judging friends and foes.

South Africa

ResEonses:

A,

B.

You don't judge a human rights policy by its decibel level;
we are not as noisy, and twice as effective.

The U.S. does more now in human rights than we have everx
done before. The Human Rights Bureau is larger, the level
of activity is much greater, and we see real success. In
Latin America, country after country is turning to democracy
-- from Argentina to El Salvador to Honduras. More Latin
Americans have voted in more free elections in the last four
years than ever before in their history. The only country
in the last four years almost stolen away by communist
dictators was Grenada -~- and we stopped them.

South Africa: The U.S. is more active now in helping people
bring justice than we have ever been. We have many new
programs. We have made our moral opposition to apartheid
clear -- but you don't solve problems by walking away from
them or by giving people lectures; you solve them by getting
in there and working.

—-- Transition to Central Themes =--

Our policy is to give effective support to democracies throughout
the world. And in these four years we and our democratic allies
have indeed become stronger and more united than ever.




Cheap Foreign Imports

Charges:

- Americans are losing jobs and their government is not
protecting them.

- Cheap imports are causing unemployment.

Resgonses:

We have gone after imports that are dumped on our market or
unfairly subsidized, and we'll keep doing that.

But imports aren't bad for us. The surge of imports is one of
the things that has helped to keep prices down during a period of
strong recovery.

The answer is not to fight imports but to make our own industry

competitive. That's what our economic recovery has done. And
it's done a lot more for America besides. . . .

~- Transition Back to Central Theme -~

To a general statement on economic recovery and rebuilding
strength.
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Closing Statement

We've seen tonight and throughout this campaign that Mr. Mondale
and I have significant differences over foreign policy. His
approach is wedded to the failed ideas of the last few years.

His approach is being rejected by the American people not because
of him -- he is a conscientious and dedicated spokesman -- but
because his ideas have been tried and they have failed. They
will produce, if we try them again, what they produced in the
Carter-Mondale years ~- drift and, yes, danger.

There is a great tradition in American foreign policy, the
bipartisan tradition of Truman and Eisenhower and John Kennedy,
which taught us to build our strength and meet our
responsibilities; to support our friends and be strong enough to
deter our foes. In recent years some leaders have abandoned
these great lessons, as Mr. Mondale has. In the Carter-Mondale
years some old discredited ideas -- like telling our friends to
sink or swim; like thinking that our strength could threaten the
peace; like thinking problems will go away if we just turn away
-~ were tried again. And what that produced was four years of
failure, crises and risk.

In 1980 I pledged to rebuild our strength and our alliances and

help build a safer, more stable world. And we have done it. 1In
those four years, there has been no new Soviet aggression as in

Afghanistan, no new loss of a friend and ally as in Iran, no new
economic crises that have all Americans up at dawn to sit in gas
lines.

Two weeks ago I asked, Is America better off than it was four
years ago? Yes, we are -- we are stronger, we are more
confident, we are more respected, we are closer to our friends,
we are more successful in protecting our interests and -- above
all -- we are safer. These are not slogans. These are cold
truths that can be confirmed by looking around the world today.

Now we must stay the course. Through challenges that test our
courage, and negotiations that test our patience, we must be
strong enough to stay with our principles, to keep the peace, and
to build a safer world. We will seek arms negotiations that
truly reduce weapons on all sides. We will help democratic
allies survive and prosper and continue to strengthen our
alliances with Europe, Japan, Israel, and all those who join us
in searching for stability and peace.

We have ended that brief, sad period of American decline and
"malaise" among our leaders. We have built the foundation of
renewed military, economic and moral strength, and with this
strength we know, as Americans have known for two centuries, that
the future is ours.




OPENING STATEMENT

(While the format does not call for opening statements, the
following is proposed as the first comment you make regardless of
what the question is.)

I will respond to your question in a moment. 1Indeed I and myg
opponent will respond to about a dozen questions tonight. But iIn
order for the American people to be able to put these answers
into a coherent framework, I think it is worthwhile to establish
a foundation -- a context. What are these fundamentals?

First, let us recall that the people look to their President to
do certain basic things in foreign affairs:

0 Maintain peace and a stable military balance at the
lowest level possible.

o Negotiate solutions to disagreements peacefully.

0 Maintain an open trading system and try to foster
economic development in the third world.

o Do what we can to spread democracy where countries want
and need our help.

These goals are probably shared by my opponent. The issue is
that we espouse two very different ways of achieving them.

My approach is based upon the principles of strength, realism and
a willingness to negotiate differences. My opponent's record --
AT LEAST UP UNTIL TONIGHT -~ reflects just the opposite.

In addition to tonight's remarks from both of us, there is quite
an extensive record of performance by both of us to help as you
make your decisions.

Four years ago, I told you exactly what I would do. I would seek
peace through strength, with realism and a willingness to
negotiate. That's exactly what I have done. At the time, manyg
said I would be impulsive in the use of force -- a cowboy. It's

ironic to me that in recent days it has been my opponent who has

criticized me for not using force after the terrorist attack in
Lebanon. It is he who is calling for a military quarantine of
Nicaragua. » :



Now, four years later, you got what you asked for:
0 We are at peace,

0 Our economy is healthy and we are leading the world out
of depression.

o The endless chain of collapsing countries from
Afghanistan to Nicaragqua has stopped -- not one square inch of
territory has been lost. Indeed, we even got one back --
Grenada.

0 Our relations with friends in Europe and Asia has never
been better, ’

0 Democracy is on the move in election after election with
American help.

0 Respect for the United States is at an all time high.

In short, you got what you asked for -- peace through strength,
realism and a willingness tc negotiate. Predictable, steady,
firm leadership.

To be fair, it was also clear 4 years -ago what you could expect
from my opponent. He has been consistent throughout his years in
public life. He has been steadfastly against strength, voting

against every major system designed to keep the peace -- the MX,
the B-1, the Trident. He supported a treaty which would have
allowed the Soviets to build another 10,000 warheads -- and he

calls it arms control.

Lately he has begun to change his mind on some of these things.
That's the difference between us. With me, what you saw 4 yvears
ago is what you see today and what you will see tomorrow. And
that means more peace through strength, more prosperity, more
respect -~ more steady determined leadership.

Now let me get to your queétion.
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6. Mr President, Mr Mondale points out that you are the first
President in recent years who has not met with a Soviet leader
and who does not have an arms control agreement. How do you
answer that charge? Don't meetings make things better and aren't
arms control agreement in everyone's interest?

7. Mr President, your opponent points out that you have a failed
Middle East policy which has included the tragedy of the Beirut
bombing? Do you have a Middle East policy. Didn't you fail in
Lebanon? Do you have a counter terrorist policy? Is it going to
happen again?

8. Mr President, what makes you think the Soviets will suddenly
change their tune and be reasonable with you next year? What is
the core of your policy toward the Soviet Union?



Debate Questions

1. Mr President, you have often said that peace is best achieved
through maintaining strength and firmness. You have also said
that your opponent takes a fundamentally different approach based
upon weakness and vacillation. Could you tell us more about why
your approach is more likely to enhance peace than Mr Mondale's?

2. Mr President, you have said that an important part of keeping
the peace is having good relations with allies. Mr Mondale would
probably agree with that. What makes you think US relations with
allies are so good now or that they would be any different under
Mr Mondale. Didn't the Carter administration have pretty good
relations with allies?

3. Mr President, you have made the promotion of democracy a major
theme of your administration. Isn't that pretty much
"motherhood?" 1Is there really any difference between you and
what can you really do anyway toward such an intangible goal?

4. Mr President, there haven't been any Cuban missile crises in
the last four years or any alerts of US and Soviet forces. To

what do you ascribe this? Have you had a conscious policy and

approach toward preventing crises?

5. Mr President, most of what you say deals with the past. Is it
not fair to ask where you intend to lead us in the years ahead?
What is your agenda? What are your priorities. Is the world
going to be better off four years from now than it is today?

What are you going to do about arms reduction, terrorism,
non-proliferation, the Middle East and Central A@erica?



6. Mr President, Mr Mondale points out that you are the first
President in recent years who has not met with a Soviet leader
and who does not have an arms control agreement. How do you
answer that charge? Don't meetings make things better and aren't
arms control agreement in everyone's interest? :

7. Mr President, your opponent points out that you have a failed
Middle East policy which has included the tragedy of the Beirut
bombing? Do you have a Middle East policy. Didn't you fail in
Lebanon? Do you have a counter terrorist policy? Is it going to
happen again?

8. Mr President, what makes you think the Soviets will suddenly
change their tune and be reasonable with you next year? What is
the core of your policy toward the Soviet Union?
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October 11, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR JOHN M. POINDEXT

FROM: PHILIP A. DUR

We (DoD and the White House) have
recently said a lot about improved
readiness of the Navy. We have
specifically cited improved steaming
and flying hours, etc.

Are you aware that CINCLANTFLT, at
least, has recently promulgated a
series of SKED CHGS which reflect a
drastic reduction in steaming days
per guarter owing to fuel costs?

I am told that steaming days are now
limited to 20 days/quarter for non-
deployed units, which is significantly
less than the allocation in FY-81.

This is not a proposal for intervention
from here, but just a heads up lest
we "oversell" the point on improved

training, etc.
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JOHN DAVIS LODGE

OF

SOME COMMENTS ON YOUR RECENT TELEVISION DEBATE WHICH

HAYE APPEARED
LISTED THEM BELOW

1. GAZETTE DE LAUSANNE, OCTOBER 9. 19384

"INDUBITABLY, MR. MONDALE HAS IMPROVED, BUT ONLY
SLIGHTLY, HIS POSITION IN THE "IMAGE" STAKES. A DEBATE,
OF COURSE, CANNOT HELP HIM BEAT MR. REAGAN. MOST

IN THE SWiISS PRESS. I

HAVE NUMBERED AND

AMERICANS DECIDED LONG AGO WHO THEY WILL VOTE FOR ON

NOVEMBER 6. "

2. DER BUND,

REAGAN WAS VERY STRONG
FIGURES. "

OCTOBER 11,
"ALTHOUGH MONDALE’S STYLE WAS AT TIMES

1384.
IMPRESSIVE.
IN HIS COMMAND OF FACTS AND

MR.
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3. BASLER ZEITUNG, OCTOBER 11, 1984

“PERHAPS WALTER MONDALE PREVAILED IN THE TELEVISION
DEBATE WITH RONALD REAGAN. BUT THE POPULARITY OF THE
PRESIDENT (AS WELL AS THE REPUBLICAN CANDIDATES)

REMAINS UNTOUCHED: IN THE BATTLE FOR VICTORY ON NOVEMBER
6. REAGAN. ACCORDING TO THE POLLS, IS STILL BETWEEN 15
AND 18 POINTS AHEAD OF HiS DEMOCRATIC CHALLENGER.™

4.  NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG, (SWITZERLAND’S LEADING
NEWSPAPER, MODERATELY CONSERVATIVE, 137,800 CIRCULATION)
OCTOBER 8, 1384

REAGAN-MONDALE TELEVISION DEBATE WAS STANDOFF

“THE CHALLENGER APPEARED INCOHERENT WHEN EXPLAINING
HIS POSITION ON THE QUSTION OF ABORTION, WHILE REAGAN
PRESENTED HIS POSITION MOST CLEARLY AT THAT POINT,
EMPHASIZING THAT THE JUDAIC-CHRISTIAN TRADITION
RECOGNIZES THE RIGHT TO KILL ONLY IN SELF DEFENSE."
YOU WILL NOTE THAT THE CONSENSUS IS THAT YOU CAME O0UT
WELL AND THAT YOUR VICTORY ON NOVEMBER 6 IS CERTAIN.

[ THOUGHT THAT YOU WERE STRONG, BRILLIANT AND
CHARMING.

WARM AND RESPECTFUL REGARDS.

JOHN LODGE

BT

N
COLT IDENT AL

PSN: 676892





