
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: 
Green, Max: Files, 1985-1988 

Folder Title: 
Personnel (3 of 4)

Box: Box 20

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 11/15/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


Mr. Max Green 
Office of Liason 
The Old Executive Building 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Green: 

Alisa Kaufman 
Box 4937 Wesleyan Station 
Middletown, CT 06457 
(20J) )46-9092 

March 23, 1988 

Thank you very much for finding time to meet with me last 
Thursday, March 17th. It was interesting for me to bearna:"t>~~-\'. 
your job and the operations of our government. My visit to 
Washington was both exciting and educational. Now I understand 
why my grandfath~r so much enjoys working with you. 

Cnce again, thank you for your time and consideration; I 
learned a great deal from speaking with you. 

Sincerely, 

~Xf~ 
Alisa Kaufman 



RESUME OF 
SUSAN WITTENBERG LIEBELER 

ADDRESS: 2031 Franklin Cluster Court 
Falls Church. Virginia 22043 
(703) 237-6877 (Home) 

EDUCATION: 

EMPLOYMENT: 

(202) 523-0133 (Office) 

30373 Morning View Drive 
Malibu, California 90265 
(213) 457-2926 

1960-1963 University of Michigan 
B.A., Political Science 1963 
University of Michigan Law School 
1963-1964 (first year only) 

1964-1966 UCLA Law School 
LL.B .. June 1966 
Class Rank: 4th out of 214 
Law Review (Senior Editor) 
Order of the Coif 
Stein Scholar 

Chairman (6/17/86 - present) 
Vice Chairman (6/84 - 6/86) 
Commissioner (April 1984 - present) 
U.S. International Trade Commission 
500 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20436 

1973 to 1985 
Professor of Law, Loyola Law School 
1441 West Olympic Boulevard 
Los Angeles, California 90015 
Courses taught: Corporations, Securities 
Regulations, Financial Institutions, Corporate 
Finance. Business and Tax Planning, Legal Ethics, 
advanced seminars in corporate and securities laws. 

Summer 1982 
Visiting Professor 
University of Texas Law School 
727 East 26th Street 
Austin, Texas 78705 

August 1981 to July 1982 
Special Counsel to 
Honorable John S. R. Shad, Chairman 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20549 

1972-1973 
General Counsel 
Verit Industries 
Beverly Hills, California 
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1971-1972 
Practiced law in Brattleboro, Vermont 

1970-1971 
Associate General Counsel 
Republic Corporation 
Los Angeles, California 

1968-1970 
Associate Attorney 
Greenberg, Bernhard, Weiss & Karma 
Los Angeles. California 

1967-1968 
Associate Attorney 
Gang, Tyre & Brown 
Los Angeles, California 

1966-1967 
Law Clerk to Honorable Gordon L. Files 
Presiding Justice 
California Court of Appeals 
Los Angeles, California 

December 1980 to January 1981 
Consultant to Office of Policy 

Coordination 
Office of the President-Elect 

Spring 1975 
U.S. Railway Association 
Washington, D.C. 
Fall 1974 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 

Winter 1972 
U.S. Price Commission 
Washington, D.C. 

Admitted to practice in California and 
Vermont. Inactive member of State Bar of 
California; Los Angeles County Bar 
Association. 

Summer 1977 
8th Annual Economics Institute for Law 
Professors at University of Miami Center 
for Law and Economics. 

Liaison Member, Administrative Conference of the 
United States. 

PUBLICATIONS: "A Proposal to Rescind the Shareholder Proposal 
Rule," 18 Georgia Law Review 425 (1984), 

reprinted in 17 Securities L. Rev. 51 (1985). 
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"Pensions and the Cost of Securities Law Protection 
-- The Implications of Daniel v. International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters," 11 Loyola Law Review 709 
(1978). 

13 UCLA Law Review 167 (1966) "A Charitable 
Armageddon: Commissioner v. Clay B. Brown. 11 

13 UCLA Law Review 503 (1966) Book Review, Jones, 
The Courts. the Public and the Law Explosion 

Born: July 3, 1942 
New Castle, Pennsylvania 

Married: Wesley J. Liebeler 
Professor of Law 
UCLA Law School 
Three children 



Susan Liebeler, Only Woman Named To Federal Appeals Court 
in 1987 

Senator Leahy and others have consistently raised the 
issue of the need for more women to be appointed to the 
federal bench. Yet the President's nomination of Susan 
Liebeler, a highly qualified woman, to the federal appeals 
bench has not been moved expeditiously. 

Susan Liebeler is an honors graduate of UCLA Law School 
who has gone on to have a very distinguished legal career 
in private practice, public service, and teaching law. 
For over a decade she was a professor at Loyola Law School 
in Los Angeles, and more recently has served as 
Commissioner, Vice Chairman, and Chairman of the U.S. 
International Trade Commission. In March 1987 she was 
nominated by President Reagan to a seat on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, the only woman to be 
nominated to a federal appeals court this year. Yet after 
two separate days of hearings, her nomination still has 
not been voted on by the Senate Judiciary Committee. 

There have been absolutely no questions raised 
concerning Ms. Liebeler's integrity or her intellectual 
capacity to serve on the federal bench. The only 
criticism that has been raised concerns her judicial 
"temperament". For example, in written questions Ms. 
Liebeler was asked about her alleged use of profanity in a 
post office, and her alleged impatience in a line at a 
stationery store. One has to wonder whether a male 
nominee would be subjected to the same type of questions. 

Ms. Liebeler is a very bright, candid, and assertive 
woman. More women of her intelligence and ability are 
needed on the federal bench. Her nomina~ion deserves 
expeditious approval by the Senate Judiciary Committee and 
the full Senate. 



Nomination of Susan Liebeler to the Federal Circuit (CAFC) 

Susan Liebeler is particularly well suited for appointment to the CAFC 
which, unlike other circuit courts, has a specific subject matter 
jurisdiction. She has more than 20 years experience in private practice, 
government service and law school teaching and possesses an unusually broad 
background in several important areas of the court's jurisdiction. 

1. Ms. Liebeler has considerable expertise in trade law; as a Co111T1issioner 
of the International Trade Corrmission (ITC) she has issued opinions in 
approximately 200 cases arising under the antidumping and subsidy laws. 
ITC decisions in these cases are reviewable by the Court of International 
Trade and the CAFC. No other CAFC judge has a background in trade law. 

2. Ms. Liebel er\ has substantial expertise in intellectual property law. As 
an ITC Commissioner she has participated and issued opinions in more than 
100 cases arising under 19 U.S.C. 1337. Holders of domestic intellectual 
property rights seek relief from the ITC under this statute when their 
patents, trademarks and copyrights are infringed by imports. ITC decisions 
under this section are reviewable in the CAFC. The CAFC has exclusive 
jurisdiction over appeals from patent cases in any U.S. District Court and 
also hears appeals from the Board of Appeals and the Board of Patent 
Interferences of the Patent and Trademark Office, the Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks and the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board. 

3. Ms. Liebeler has significant experience in administrative law which she 
acquired as a private practitioner, as Special Counsel to the Chairman of 
the Securities and Exchange Commission, as Chairman and a Commissioner of 
the ITC, and as a member of the Administrative Conference of the United 
States. The CAFC hears appeals from final decisions of several federal 
agencies, including the ITC and the Merit Systems Protection Board. 

4. Ms. Liebeler has significant experience in tax matters. As a law 
professor she taught Business and Tax Planning and as a private 
practitioner she frequently dealt with tax matters. Many appeals from the 
Claims Court to the CAFC involve tax matters. 

5. In private practice Ms. Liebeler had substant1al experience in contract 
law. She is also knowledgeable in government contract law because of her 
duties as ITC Chairman. The CAFC hears appeals from boards of contract 
appeals. 

6. As agency head Ms. Liebeler has been responsible for many personnel 
matters and has acquired experience in federal personnel law. The CAFC 
hears appeals from the Merit Systems Protection Board. 

7. Ms. Liebeler has considerable experience in reviewing the decisions of 
administrative law judges. ITC intellectual property cases are first heard 
by administrative law judges and then reviewed by the Co111T1ission. 



CHAIRMAN LIEBELER HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF NOT HAVING THE 
JUDICIAL TEMPERAMENT TO BE A JUDGE: 

In fact, Chairman Liebeler has been described by 
attorneys and others who have appeared before her 
during Commission proceedings to be 

"scrupulously impartial", 

and have "the intellect, character and judicial 
temperament to be an exceptionally fine 
appellate judge." 

In testimony submitted to the Judiciary Committee, 
Richardo. Cunningham, a nationally respected 
Washington trade attorney with the lawfirm of Steptoe 
& Johnson, stated: 

"The fact is that Susan Liebeler is eminently 
qualified to serve on the Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit. She will bring to that 
Court intelligence, international trade law 
experience, fairness and impartiality. I urge 
that she be confirmed. 

John Greenwald, a partner in the law firm of Wilmer, 
Cutler & Pickering, a former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce for Import Administration and 
Deputy General Counsel in the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative stated in his testimony: 

11 
••• I have found her to be (1) highly 

intelligent, (2) very interested in the 
arguments of both law and fact presented by the 
parties, (3) probing in her own analysis of the 
issues of fact and law that arise in a case, and 
(4) committed to development of a coherent 
conceptual framework within which to decide the 
issues presented to her." 

Mr. Greenwald further states: 

"On the basis of her performance at the ITC, I 
believe that Ms. Liebeler is very well-qualified 
for appointment to the Court of Appeals for the 
Federal Circuit and, indeed, has the capability 
to become a:n outstanding member of that court." 



SUSAN LIEBELER HAS BEEN ACCUSED OF BEING AN 
IDEOLOGUE, IGNORING THE STATUTORY FRAMEWORK OF THE 
TRADE LAWS AND SUBSTITUTING HER OWN ANALYTICAL 
STRUCTURE FOR THAT PROVIDED BY CONGRESS IN THE LAW: 

In fact, Mrs. Liebeler's methodology has been 
supported by many practicing trade attorneys and 
other trade professionals, including trade law 
professors, in testimony submitted in support of her 
nomination. 

In fact, as Mr. Cunningham writes in his testimony, 

"··· both the statutes and their legislative 
history make it clear that the Commissioners are 
not limited to consideration of statutorily­
enumerated economic factors, but rather they 
should consider all other economic factors 
relevant to the case at hand." 

Mr. Greenwald states: 

11 ••• I think that her efforts to develop a clear 
and coherent approach in this area of the law 
should be applauded. There is certainly no 
basis for concluding that her Title VII 
decisions cast doubt on her qualification for 
the bench." 

Mr. Greenwald further states with regard to Chairman 
Liebeler's Title VII decisions: 

" ... While her views of these laws and their 
purposes are at odds with my own views and those 
held by many other practitioners in the field, 
it is wrong to characterize them as contrary to 
the law. As an ITC Commissioner, Ms. Liebeler 
is bound to consider "all relevant economic 
factors," including several enumerated in the 
statute, when reviewing injury allegations in 
Title VII cases. 

And finally, Mr. Greenwald states: 

"··· while the statute directs the ITC to 
"consider" the full range of factors in 
determining material injury and causation, the 
individual ITC commissioners are, in the final 
analysis, given flexibility to determine which 
factors they believe to be relevant. 



THE CUSTOMS AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE BAR ASSOCIATION 
(CITBA) SUBMITTED TO THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE A REPORT 
WHICH FOUND CHAIRMAN LIEBELER "NOT QUALIFIED" FOR THE 
POSITION. 

CITBA is a very small association representing 
approximately 400 trial attorneys. 

The CITBA report contained significant factual 
errors, including drawing an incorrect and damaging 
conclusion concerning one of Mrs. Liebeler's opinions 
as a result of incorrectly reading the date of the 
issuance of that opinion. 

In fact, as Mr. CUnningham of Steptoe and Johnson 
states, the CITBA report 

" ... shows a rather fundamental misunderstanding 
of how the trade laws work." 

According to Mr. Cunningham, 

11 ••• CITBA's attack on Commissioner Liebeler's 
trade case opinions shows, upon even the most 
cursory examination, no instance in which she 
has disregarded statutory criteria or 
statutorily-enumerated economic factors." 

"In short, Commissioner Liebeler scrupulously 
adhered to the statute, but weighed the evidence 
differently than CITBA seems to have wanted." 

The CITBA report presented quotes of derogatory 
remarks by "an unstated number of people" whom the 
CITBA Board claimed to have "interviewed", though 
none of the "interviewees" is named, no context for 
the quoted responses is provided, nor did CITBA 
provide any of the questions asked. 

Mr. Cunningham goes on to say concerning the 
"interviews" of unnamed persons, 

"This denies Commissioner Liebeler even the 
rudiments of fair play. One has to go back to 
hearings in the early 1950s by a very different 
Senate Committee to find a submission that 
stoops to such a level." 



.,. 

Vice Chairman Brunsdale of the ITC, whom CITBA claims 
to have interviewed, has written to the Committee to 
advise them that 

"I do not know how extensive CITBA's 
"interviews" of other persons might have been, 
but I do know that my "interview" consisted only 
of a brief telephone conversation lasting 
roughly five minutes .... ! was asked very few 
questions. I was not asked to respond to 
criticisms that might have been leveled at Susan 
Liebeler, and I was not asked to comment in any 
detail on my working relationship with her." 
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Rabbi Morton M. Rosenthal 
Executive Director 

823 United Nations Plaza, New York, N.Y. 10017 • (212) 490 5 5 TX 649278 



J~nuary 31, 1988 

Dear Morton, 

I realize it has been a long time since we have 
spoken. I am doing well. I hope the same is true 
for you. 

My reason for writing is quite simple. I 
applied for a summer position with the Office of 
the Vice President and I took the liberty of using 
your name as a reference. 

I am not certain if someone from the office 
will contactY.•v But I did want you to be forewarned 
and prepared. Well, consider yourself forewarned. 
I have enclosed my resume just to let you see what 
I have been up to. 

Please give my beat to everyone. Thanks alot. 

Yours fondly, 
Mitch 



182 Caldacott Lane 
Oakland, CA 94618 
(415} 540-6102 

EDUCATION 

Campus Activities 

MITCHELL T. LINNICK 

University of California, Berkeley 
Bachelor of Arts Candidate, 1988 

169 Greenfield Avenue 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 
(213} 476-7457 

Political Economy of Industrial Societies Major 
Overall G.P.A.: Approximately 3.5 
G.P.A. (Major) : 3.73 

Participant in the P .E.I.S. Senior Honors 
Thesis Seminar 

Student tutor at Willard Junior High School 
Member of Zeta Seta Tau Fraternit; 
lnterfraternity Council Rush Counselor 
Spirit of Giving Representative 

SUMMER WORK EXPERIENCE 
6/87 • 8/87 Field Staff Member/Advance Person 

6/86 - 8/86 

6/85 - 9/85 
6/84-9/84 

Biden for President Campaign Des Moines, IA 
Performed campaign advancework; addressed Democratic Central 
Committees throughout Iowa on behalf of Senator Biden (D-DE}; 
accompanied the Senator on speaking engagements; and coordinated 
activities of Iowa volunteers. 
Congressional Intern 
Honorable Me/don Levine (D-CA) Washington, D.C. 
Researched and drafted memoranda on current bills and issues; 
responded to constituent mail; and attended House Committee 
Hearings. 
Camp Counselor 
Olympic Boys & Girls Club Los Angeles, CA 
Supervised twenty-two children and two junior counselors. 

PART TIME ~•✓ORK EXPERIENCE 
• 9/86 - 12/86 Security Guard 

Event Management, Inc. Foster City, CA 
Conducted crowd-control and insured the protection of private 
property at Bay Area sporting and entertainment events. 

9/86- 2/87 Curatorial Assistant to Museum Registrar 
University Art Museum Berkeley, CA 
Prepared shipping, damage, and insurance reports on museum 
holdings and conducted elementary research. 

12/85 - 1/86 Valet 
Royal Valet, inc. Los Angeles, CA 
Parked cars at private parties. 

PERSONAL INTERESTS 
Running, Basketball, Skiing, Travelling, and Computer Familiarity. 





53 Greens Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 
(305) 961-5177 

As indicated in the enclosed profile, I am a business 
executive with formidable credentials in community 
betterment, political action and related civic and 
cultural programs. 

The focus of my business experience has been in the role 
of a market development specialist in the homefurnishings, 
entertainment and fast food industries ... underscored by 
extensive college training in international studies and 
other areas to the Ph.D. candidate level. 

The thrust of my community and political involvement has 
been in fund raising and speechmaking activities ... and 
in helping to manage campaigns for elective office. 
I have carried out assignments for government agencies, 
including the United States Inf orm'a t ion Agency in Hong 
Kong. 

I am available for consultation, teaching, marketing or 
government assignments where my unique blend of management 
and educational skills can be put to productive use in the 
context of your specific project. 

Sincerely, 

Jerome B. Homer 



BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE 

JEROME B. HOMER 
. 53 Greens Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33021 

(305) 961-5177 

Highly successful businessman ..• scholar of Chinese history •.. 
driving force on national level in the Anti-Defamation League ... 
political activist ... sports club organizer ... fund raiser ... 
operatic tenor. 

All these activities form part of a busy and productive life. A 
resident of Florida since 1973, pursues business efforts as fran­
chise holder of four Burger King operations in the area, along 
with serious vocation as a key figure in the Anti-Defamation 
League as Treasurer of the Executive Southeast Regional Board and 
as a member of several of its national committees. 
-=-=--==-=---=--==-=========~==================================== 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY 

FOOD SERVICE: - Entered the food franchise field in 1978 with the 
purchase of first Burger King franchise, subsequently buying four 
more and selling one in Miami Beach in 1982, consolidating efforts 
in Broward County . . Attesting to business acumen is the fact that 
each of the operations experienced between 60% and 100% increases 
overall under his aegis. This feat was accomplished with innova­
tive advertising ..• marketing ... publicity campaigns blending restau­
rant operations with community events, sports clinics ..• celebrity 
appearances •.• tie-ins with major current movies such as "Return of 
the Jedi." Directs overall operation as president of J & M Manage­
ment Company. 

ENTERTAINMENT: Prior to 1978, was a partner in the operation of 
two twin movie theaters in Hollywood and in Fort Lauderdale, and 
after two years of successful operation, sold his interest at a 
substantial profit in 1975. 

HOMEFURNISHINGS: Founded Steven's Bedding Company in 1956 and 
in 13 years built it into the largest retail bedding chain in the 
Chicago area. Accomplishments include: 

o Creation of an annual sales volume from Oto $6 million 

o Building profits from $40,000 to $150,000 

o Increasing net worth from $8,000 to $350,000 

o Opening a total of nine stores 

o Contracting close to $1 million of advertising yearly 

o Increasing staff from 2 to 100 employees 



-2- JEROME B. HOMER 

The marketing and merchandising innovations introduced resulted 
in setting important trends in the area. An important factor in 
the success of the business was the strong personal relationships 
established with employees, suppliers and advertising media. 

Hired in 1951 as Manager of Homer Brothers Furniture Company, 
a retail furniture chain, where in six years progressed to mer­
chandising and advertising manager. Within a short time, was 
responsible for opening a new store, hiring and training the 
staff with a resulting profitable operation of $800,000 sales 
volume within the first year. 

CONTRIBUTIONS IN GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC SERVICE 

o Performed special assignment for U.S. Information 
Agency in Hong Kong, an inspection tour of the U.S. 
Information Agency posts in that area of the world. 
On the basis of findings and performance, was 
offered a 5-year contract for similar services for 
the government. 

o Associated with Anti - Defamation League for past four 
years. Presently Treasurer of the Executive South­
east Regional Board. In addition, serves on various 
committees such as the Community Service Committee, 
Education Committee, on a national level. 

o Chairman of Homefurnishings Division of Jewish United 
Fund for 5 years; and for 2 years, chairman of the 
Israel Bond Drive. 

o Acted as research director for the Concerned Democrats 
for Nixon in 1972. Gave talks, debated congressmen, 
was part of a speakers' bureau, primarily with senators 
and congressmen, for the Greater Chicago area. 

o Actively participated in political campaigns for Broward 
County Republicans •.. member of the Executive Committee 
of Broward County Republican Party. 

o Headed up a task force for establishing a speakers' 
bureau to disseminate information on issues vital to 
the community, the state and the nation. 
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JEROME B. HOMER 

o President of South Florida Golf League ... organized the 
league and was its president. Sponsored club tourna­
ments during the summer months in the Southeastern 
Florida area. Also past president of 350-member Emerald 
Hills Country Club Men's Golf Association. 

o Member of the Miami Opera Company ... participated in the 
Family Opera Singers Group which performed at condominiums 
and clubs. 

PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

o Recently spent a year at the Johns Hopkins School of 
Advan~ed International Studies (SAIS), pursuing studies 
toward Ph.D. in International Relations. 

o M.A. Degree, June 1972, Northwestern University, Evanston, 

Oral examination based on Chinese History -
1600 A.D. to present. 

Illinois. 

Major: Chinese History. Scholastic attainment qualified 
for honors program. Assisted in teaching seminars. 

o B.A-. Degree, Northwestern University, June 1971. 
Earlier undergraduate work was completed in 1941-43 and 
1945-46. 
Major: Economics, Social Science, Chinese History, 

Asian World Politics. 

o Summer Course?, 1970 - University of Upsala, Sweden. 
Structure of Swedish Social Welfare State. 

o Special Training: 3 years study of Chinese language. 



UPDATE J -1-87 

I sold my five Burger King restaurants thu~ enabling me rn pursue 

my interests in community service and political affairs. 

I hav.e been appointed National Chairman for Development for the 

Anti-Defamation League. I am also a National Commissioner of the A.D.L. 

and serve on its International and National Community Service 

Committees. In addition I am Chairman of AD.L's Society of Fellows for 

the State of Florida. 

I am a member of the Board of Directors of the National Jewish 
. 

Coali.tior,, and oversee their Florida activities. 

Over the past few years I have lectured at Nova University on China 

and Inda-Chinese international relations. 

Recently, I joined Sherri ff Nick Navarro's Advisory Board. The board 

will be creating many important programs such as After School and 

Summer Youth Activities, Drug Abuse Education, Senior Citizen Protection, 

and many other programs designed to make our community a better place 

to live. 

Finally, I serve on the board of directors of the executive committee 

of the Republican Party of Broward County. I also organized and chair the 

board's Media Task Force which supervises our speaker's bureau, letters to 

the editor, and electronic media activities. 

Preservation Copy_ -



SEEKING GOD'S PRESENCE 

By Rabbi Arnold E. Resnicoff 
Chaplain, U.S.Na~~----

NOTE: At the time of the 23 October 1983 Beirut truck-bomb attack 
Rabbi Arnold Resnicoff was ashore with the marines. The following 
report, submitted by Chaplain Resnicoff at the request of the 
White House, was read by President Reagan to a crowd of some 
20,000 Baptist ministers, at "Baptist Fundamentalist •e~» -- a 
meeting chaired by the Reverend Jerry Falwell, and held in April 
of 198~ at the Washington, DC, convention center. The bracketed 
portion was omitted by the President. The remainder of the 
article was read in full. 

• • • 
[There is a story about a man caugh~ in his home during a 

flood. As the waters rose, he waved off two friends who offered 
help as they came by in rowboats, and one police rescue team 
which flew overhead in a helicopter. He refused to leave, calling 
out that, "The Lord will provide." But, the waters continued to 
rise, and he was swept away. 

Later, up in Heaven, this man complained bitterly to the 
angels. "I trusted in God,"he told them, "and He forsook me!" 
Suddenly, the Divine voice was heard from above: "What do you 
mean, 'forsook' you?, " God demanded. "Didn't I send two boats 
and a helicopter?"] 

When I found myself staring at the horror of the truck bomb 
explosion that day in Beirut, there was an impulse to cry out 
that we had, indeed, been forsaken. One of the first to reach the 
building after the blast, I -- along with Lieutenant Commander 
George C"Pooch") Pucciarelli, the Catholic Chaplain attached to 
the marine unit -- faced a scene almost too terrible to describe. 
Bodies, and pieces of bodies, were everywhere. Screams of those 
injured or trapped were barely audible at first, as our minds 
struggled to grapple with the reality before us: a massive four­
story building reduced to a pile of rubble; dust, mixing with 
smoke and fire, obscuring the view of the little that was left. 

Because we had thought that the sound of the explosion was 
still related to a single rocket or shell, most of the marines 
had run toward the foxholes and bunkers, while we -- the 
chaplains -- had gone to the scene of the noise, "Just in case" 
someone had been wounded. Now, as news spread quickly throughout 
the camp -- news of the magnitude of the tragedy; news of the 
need for others to run to the aid of those comrades who might 
still be alive -- marines came from all directions. 



11\ere waa a aense of Cod'• pre&ence that day in the small miracle& of life 
which we encountered in each body that, despite all odds, etill had a breath with­
in. lut there waa 11',0fe of His presence. more to keep our faith alive, in the hero­
ism - - and 1n the humanity - - of the men who responded to the cries for help_. 

We saw marines risk their own lives again and again, as they vent into the 
s1110ke and the fir• to try to pull someone out, or as they worked to uncover friends, 
all the vhile knowing that further collapse of huge pieces of concrete, precariously 
perched like dominoes, could easily crush the rescuers. 

There was humanity at its best that day, and a reminder not to give up the 
hope and dreams of what the world could be, in the tears that could still be shed 
by theee aen, regardless of how cynical they had pretended to be before, regardless 
of hov auch they sight have seen before. 

Certain images will stay vith me, always. So~etimes wr. read of l~oting 
during tragedies. That day I remember a marine who found a wad of money a~idst 
the rubble. He held it at anri'• length as if it were dirty, and cried out for 
a match or a lighte1 so that it could be burned. No one that day wanted to 
profit from the suffering of the catastrophe. Later, the chaplains would put 
the word out that the 1DOney &nould be collected and given to us, for we were 
sure that a fund for widows and orphans would ultimately be established. f>ut, 
at that moment, I was hypnoti~ed with the rest of the men. and watched as the 
tDOney was burned. 

Working \.·1th _the wounded - - 1.cc,etin.~:;. •~:omf orting:, s!1d s1.l!lply ht 1. !!i~ ·,;,, ::. 

know help was on the vayi sometimes trying to pull and carry those whoee injuries 
appeared less dangerous in an immediate sense than the approaching fire or the 
smothering smoke - - my kippa was lost. The last I remember it, I had used it 
to mop •omeone'1 brow. Fr. Pucciarelli, the Catholic chaplain, cut a circle 
out of his cap, a piece of camouflage cloth which would become ey temporary 
head-covering. Somehow we wanted those maTines to know not just that we were 
chaplains, but that he vas Christian and that I was Jewish . . Somehow. we both 
wanted to shout the message iri a land where peoples were killing each other 
at least partially based on the differences in religion among them that~ - -
ve Americans - - still believed that ve could be proud of our particular relig­
ions, and yet work side by side vhen the time came to help others, to comfort, . 
and to ease pain. 

Fr. Puciarrelli and I worked that day as brothers. The words from the frophet 
Malachi kept recurring to me, words he had uttered some 2500 years ago as he had look­
ed around at fighting and cruelty and pain: "Have we not all one Father?" he had ask­
ed. "Has not one God create£! us all?" It was painfully obvious, tragically obvious, 
that our·vorld still could not shov that we had learned to answer "yes." Still. I 
thought. perhaps soae of us can ·keep the question alive. Some of us can cry out - -

- - li he 1 " " as the aarinea did that day• - that ve be eve t answer s yes. 

Before the boa~ina, "Pooch• and I had been 1n a building perhaps a hundred 
• yards away. There had been one other chaplain, LT »anny Wheeler,• Protestant · 

atni■ter. who had apeut the ni&ht 1n tbe buildina which was attacked. Pooch and 
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J vere ao aure that he va1 dead that ve had promiaed each other that. vhen the day 
caae to return to the State,, we would viait hi& v1fe together. Suddenly, Pooch 
noticed Danny'• stole -- what we u1ed to call h15 •'Protestant tallit." Because it 
va1 far from the area Danny vas supposed to have been in, t~ere was cautious hope 
that pcrhap• he had been thrown clear; that perhapa he had aurv_ived. 

Later. Danny would tell the story of his terror. He vas under the rubble, 
alive, not knov1ng what had happened, and not knowing how badly he vas hurt. The 
firat voice• he had heard upon awakening were Labanese -- voices of the volunteer• 
vho had coae to help our troops during the rescue attempt. For him, however, their 
voice• vere frightening: perhaps these were enemy troops who had overrun our camp. 

He was afraid to cry out, he later told us. If these were enemy soldiers, 
perhaps they would shoot him. Then - and this statement of his gives me an inkling 
of the terror which filled him -- he began to think that perhaps being &hot was pre­
ferable to any other alternative at that time: perferable to dying alowly in such 
terrifying iaolation. 

• Before he had to aalte a choice. Ame~ican voices came through. These were 
the voices of the marines searching near his &tole, and his cry for help at that 
time was answered with digging which lasted four hours before he was dragged out 

,alive. 

Danny told me later that I treated him like a new-born baby when he came 
out: that I counted fingers and toes. trying to see that he was whole. I didn't 
realize that I was so obvious, but the truth 1& that we could not believe that he 
was in one piece. 

And, as I hugged him as they brought over a stretcher, I can &till hear 
his first vords. Racked with pain, still unsure of his own condition, be asked 
how hi• clerk vas. Like so many of the men we would save that day, he asked 
firat about other•. These aen. the survivors. still had no idea of the extent 
of the damage; they still thought that perhaps they had been in the one area of 
the building hit by rocket or mortar. We would wait until later to sit with 
these aen and tell them the truth, to share with them the magnitude of the 
tragedy. 

After the living vere taken-out. there was much more vork to be done. 
With the wounded, with those vho had survived, there was the strange job of 
trying to ease a gnawing feeling of guilt that would slowly surface: guilt 
that they had aomehow let down their comrades by not dying with them. So, 
our job was to tell them how every life saved was important to us: how their 
survival vas i■portant to our faith, and our hope. They had to give thanks -­
with us -- that they still had the gift, and the responsibility, of life wbich 
would go on. 

Vith others, the urines who atayed behind to continue the job of digging -
a terrible, horrifying job of collecting human parts for identification and for 
eventual burial - there vas the job of comforting them as they mourned. Thank­
fully, the •elf-defense aechani .. vlthin us took over from time to tt.me, and ve 
were a\le to work without reacting to each and every horror ve would encounter. 
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Jut, auddenly, aoJDething would triager our emotions. aomething would touch our 
husanity 1n a way 1.lllposa1ble to avoid. 

For aome. it would be the finding of a friend's body. so~eone filled with 
life only day• before. FoT others, 1t vould be a scrap of ··paper or a simple be­
longln& • - • birthday card, or a picture of someone's children ·- - which would 
remind them that this was no abstract 0 body count" of two hundred.and forty mili­
tary caaualtiea. Thia was a tragedy of people, where each was unique, and each 
had a atory. Each had• paat, and each had been cheated of a future. A6 the· 
Mishnah put• it, each was a world. We were not digging up "two hundred and 
forty." We were d1&g1ng up one, plus one, plus one .... 

1 have a personal memory of two "things" which brought to my mind 111lages 
of life: images vhich haunt 111e &till. One was a packet of three envelopes, tied 
together with a rubber band. On top, under the band, was a note which read, ''To 

; be mailed in case of death." The other was a lled Cross message, delivered the 
next morning. The American lled Cross is the agency used by Navy families to com­
aunicate medical news from home. This message was a birth announcement: _ a baby 
had been born. and we were to deliver the good ne~~. Only now there was no father 
whom we could congratulate; no father to whom the _pews could be conveyed. 

!bat message stayed on the chaplain's desk for days. Somehow. we couldn't 
throw it away. And. yet, we didn't kno~ what to do with it. So it stayed on the 
desk. And. without mentioning it, we all seemed to avoid that desk .... 

1 stayed in Beirut for four more days, before finally returning to Italy. 
aod to ■y family. During those days. 1,s C l fe work went on. & r.:..arir,e hu·f' - D! thert. 
would send a silent signal that he wanted me - - that is,! chaplain - - near. 
Sometimes it was to talk. Sometimes it was so that he could shrug his shoulder& 
or 11ft hi& eyes in despair. Sometimes it was just to feel that I was near - -
for, despite the struggles I might ~e feeling on a personal level. I was a chaplain. 
and therefore a symbol that there was room for hope, and for dreams, even at the 
vorat of times. 

In Jewish tradition, of course, when we visit the home of a 1DOurner during 
ahiva, the first week following the death of a loved one 1 visitors follow a simple 
rule. If the mourner initiates the conversation, the visitor responds. Otherwise, 
you sit in ailence. coumrunicat1n~ concern through your very presence, even without 
words. Somehow, I applied the rules of shiva during these days of digging. When 
a soldier or sailor said something. I responded; othervise, 1 stood by. 

During all of my visits to !eirut, I, along with the other chaplains, spent 
auch time simply speaking vith the men. Informal discussions, vhetheT going on 
while crouched in a foxhole or strolling toward the tent set up for chow, were just 
a1 important a• anything formal ve aight set up. 1 remember the first time 1 jump­
ed ln a foxhole, the !irst tiJDe the ahells actually fell vithin the U.S. area. 
Looking arovnd at the others in there with ae, 1 made the re1Dark that we probably 
had •et up the only "interfaith foxholes" in leirut! The Druze, Muslems, Chriatians, 
all had tbeira. The Jewish force, in the Iaraeli Any had theirs. lut we were 
toaetber. I aade the coaaent then that perhaps, if the vorld had aore interfaith 
foxbol••• there ■ight be 1••• of a Deed for foxhole■ alto&ether. 
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To under1tand the role of the chaplain - • Jevbh, Catholic, or Protestant - .. 
S1 to underttaftd that vs try to remind other1, and perhaps ouraelves aa wlt, to 
cltn& to our bvuntty, even in the vorat of tiaea. We hr1n& wSth us the ~ssdom of 
•n and VOND vho1e faith baa kept alive their dreams tn a1e• past. We b~ing v1th 
ua the S.u1•• of what the vorld could ~• of what ve ouraelvea alght ~. dravn 
froa the Yiaiona of prophet, and tbe promiaea of our 'holy l>ook1. Ve bring with 
u1 the tnatb that faith not only reminds u1 of the Holy tn Heaven,.hut also of the 
holine11 ve can create here on earth. It brin&• not only a ••••ae of what 1• 
Divine, hut al•o of vbat it aeana to be truly human. 

It 1• too eaay to Aive in to despair in a vorld 1omet1111e1 aee~1ngly filled 
vith cruelty and brutality. lut, we aust remember not just the depths to which 
humans a1ght a1nk, but also the hei1ht1 to vhich they aay aspire. 

'n\at October day tn leirut 1aw ■en reach heroic heights, indeed: height• 
.of physical endurance and courage. to be sure; but heights of sacrifice, of com­
P•••ion. of kindne11 1 and of simple human decency, as well. And"- - even if 
the admiaaion might bring a blush to the cheeks of a few of the aarines - - heights 
of love. 

, Long ago 1 the Rabbis offered one interpretation of the 11b11cal verse which 
tells u• that we are created "in the image of God." It does not 'refer to physical 
likeness, they explained, but to spiritual potential. We ~ave vithin us the power 
to reflect as Cod's creatures the highest values of our Creator. As Codi& for­
giving and ■erciful. ao can we be. As Re is caring and kind, so must we 6tr1ve 
to ~e. As Be 1• filled with Jove. ao must we be. 

J.ecau~e of the actions I vitntsae~ during that Helli~ leirut, l glimpsed 
at least a fleetin& iaa&e of Heaven. For, tn tb~ hearts and ' hands of •en who 
chose to act as brothers. I &liapaed Cod's band•• vell. I did not stand alone 
to face a vorld !oraakm by Cod: l felt J vas part of one}created vith fnfin~t• 
care, and VODderful • • . ave•oae - - potential. j 

Ve live in a vorld where it ts aot hard to find ca~•e for despair. Tbe 
chaplah baa the cballen,e to •rlna to tboae who often see terror at it1 vorat 
soae reaaon for laope. 

. 
Ve Med to keep faith. and to keep searching. even during the vorat of tiaea. 

ODly tbeu aay w find atrenatla eaouab to keep IMUevin& that tbe best of tlae• atill 
ai&bt M. 

\ 
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Mr .Max Green 
Associate Direct.or 
Office of Public Liaison 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington,D.C. 

rear Mr .Max Green : 

Fresno,Sept 13, 1986 

'Ihank you very. much for your note of Sept 5, 1986. Enclosed are sorre docurrents 
that you may need to help arrange a speaking tour for rre. 

I'm invited to speak before a panel on Myths and Reali ties in the Vietnam Debate, 
sponsored by Arrerican Bar Association and Center For Law and National Security 
in Charlottesville on October 17 ( together with Bill Moyers and Nonnan Podhoretz). 
I would like to rreet with you an October 16 if you have tine. 

In 1982, Mr.Robert R@l;;;m: t Ralleiy , a fo:rner Heritage Foundation fellow- who was 
then director of the Special Program of u.s Infonnation Agency tried to arrange 
for rre a speakingtour in sorre third world countries, but he fared a governrrental 
regulation that does not allow- to use the govemrrental funds giving to a nan­
Arrerican citizen. I have still that proposal -- speaking tour around the U.S.A 
university carrpus and in sone 1::J..tlrd worl d countries where has l5e.eri faaimg a 
Communist revolution. If you are interested in a::nsisdering this proposal, I'm 
glad to send you. 

I am the one who infltEnred over Joan Baez to change her positmon on Vietnam in 
1979 and then was accused by Jane Fonda as a ' C.I.A lackey'. Enclosed is also 
a copy of I.os ANgeles Tines reporting this scandal for your reading. Sinre my 
flight to the West in 1978 after suffering over 2 years in the Communist jails, 
I have written nurrerous articles appeared in major publications including the 
New Yo:rk Tines Magazine and The New Republic., and given over 200 lactures around 
the U. S campuses , private organisations including the Lion Club, French Academy 
and two tines appeared in the hearings before the Senate and the House ( U.S.) . 

In early 1960s, public opinion still supported the war and therefore Nixon still 
won election and the anti-war rroverrent was still -weak. I think that the c:onserva­
ti ve groups had not any program or plan to educate the people about why we were 
in Vietnam, and left the field free for the other side propaganda. It was why 
the anti-war was grow-ing and the youth was hynotised by the Communist revolution. 
Vietnam war must be used as a sample, a uniqre lesson that whould be lea.mt by 
all of us to avoid another Vietnam, in which we were all derei ved by the Marxists 
whom we thought naively that they were good ones. 

Sincerely yoursr. 

~v½J~-+-- O~l- • 
Iban Van 'Ibai 925 W Harvard ave Fresno CA.93705 (209)-268-8256 

~--IY-l\~ 
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T11rning a Nation Into aJa·il 
By Pl,TER R. KANl' 

-------We've been privi eged to watch some 
mighty fine me!< ·drama in rerent 
months . 

First. Baby Doc shnk off to Paris. leav­
ing happy Haitians dancing in the str(>t'tS. 

• Then we tuned our TV sets to Manila and 
watched the Philippine people, aided and 
abetted by bishops, generals. politicians. 
businessmen and U.S. congressmen, rid 
their country of t~ massively corrupt and 
mildly repressive Marcos regime. 

Tin-po(.dictatorships are like that. They 
come and go, though never soon enough. 
Their departures always are worth cele· 
brating-at least in the short run. 

But, on the heels of these happy events, 
It's ·also worth looking across thti South 
China Sea to another Southeast Asian coun• 
try where businessmen, churchmen, con­
gressmen and~am:hormen all are power­
less to affect events, where there are no 
such loudspeakers to amplify the muffled 
cries of a muzzled people. This is the So­
cialist Republic of Vietnam. There are no 
happy endings here. 

Fo1" any vrho doubt the difference be· 
tween the common, venal dictatorships lit· 
tering ~e Third World landscape and true 
totalitarianism, who think it some seman­
'tic distinction of the Kristols and Kirkpat· 
ricks, let them pick up a copy of "The 
Vietqarnese Gulag" /Simon & Schuster, 351 
j\gt4!;, $18.95) by Doan Van Toai and David 
Chanoff, translated from the original 
French. It's nothing more than the memoir 
of onf! man's imprisonment in postwar 
Vietnam. -it's nothing less than the saga of 
a society 's enslavement. 

If ·Mr. Toai is not quite up there among 
such chroniclers of terror as Arthur 
Koestler and Aleksandr SolzhPnitsyn, he 
has written the very best Vietnam book 

. that this Vietnam-watcher has read in 
many years. rt constitutes a chilling clos­
ing: chapter on the Vietnam War. And if 
anyone is still wondering what that war 
was all about and why it is a tragedy that 
we lost. the answer is here in Mr. Toai's 
c1y from the g1.1lag. 

Mr. T,:iiu was a child of rural $u,JJ.h 
Vietnam who went on to become a student 
protest leader in wartime Saigon. Like 
many South Vietnamese, he felt trapped 
between a "melange of communism and 
nationalism on the one hand and the Amer· 
icans and their servitors on the other. I 
and others like me supported the commu­
nists. At least they were Vietnamese." 

Opposition to the Thieu regime landed 
!\fr. Toal briefly in jail, but he was a com­
munist sympathizer, not a communist 
cadre, and Tl:lieu types could be pressured 
by friends, journalists, politicians. "Being 
a prisoner under Thieu was like being a ce­
lebrity," Mr. Toal recalls later on from his 
communist cell . 

\\Then the communists took Saigon in 
April 1975, Mr.-Toai stayed on to help build 
the new society. Three months later. sit· 
ting in a Saigon theater, he was arrested. 

"Without charges. Without cause. The bulk 
of the book recounts Mr, Toai's struggle 
for survival and search for sanity in th'e 
Orwellian prison system of a party that 

promised to " turn the jails into srhuols" 
and instead turned the nation into a ja1I. 
No longer were there laws for a Thieu to 
twist or his opponents to protest. There 
was now only the party, its power, and its 
paranoia. 

Locked 111 a sewage-filled cell where 70 
half-naked men are packed in so close they 
cannot lie on their backs, half-starved, 
trussed in chains. brutalized, forred to 
watch friends beaten to death with canes 
for minor infractions of the rules, Mr. Toai 
sustains the will to Ii ve and to bear witness 
to the betrayal of his revolution. 

"I now see that Duyet is not a 'prison' 
in the usual sense .... An ordinary prison 
is part of a system of justice: it exists for 
punishment or correction or rehabilitation. 
Each of these rationales accords the pris· 
oner a certain dignity. He is a human be­
ing worth punishment or correction or re· 
habilitation. But Duyet cedes nothing to its 
inmates ... it is simply a storehouse, a 
place where inconvenient bodies can be 
stacked for an indeterminate duration." 

A year without charges or trial or sen-
• tence gives way to two. Slowly, the author 

realizes that, "The writers, the artists, the 
bar, the scholars-the entire generation 
that embodied South Vietnam's culture has 
been smashed and the remnants are slowly 
dying in the revolution's gulag of jails and 
hard tabor camps." 

The West hears little of this, and heeds 
less: "A rumor here, a refugee report 
there, were not much to dispel the convic· 
tion among Western activists that the right 

Bookshelf 
"The Vietnamese Gu l11q" 

B.l/ Doan Van Toai 
and David Ch11no!f 

side had won, or the relief among others 
that at least it was over .... in the sweat· 
boxes of Le Van Duyet ... we think other-
wise." 

Mr. Toai blames us. but aiso himself. 
With millions of other "passionate ideal­
ists" he had fellow-traveled a trail "at 
whose unforeseen end lay terror and desti· 
tution for the nation." 

After 22 months in the gulag, ~1r. Toai 
is released in the same sudden, arbitrary 
manner in which he had been arrested. "I 
was arrested for nothing and released for 
the same reason." In some ways he feels 
lucky: "Hundreds of thousands are impris· 
oned even more for even less." 

Mr. Toal eventually manages to leave 
Vietnam and reach America. He marvels 
111 the libt>rty of this society and at our Ji · 
ct>nse to take it for granted. ·'Perhaps 1t is 
the immigrants· function from generation 
to generation to remind !Americans! of 
what a treasure it is they own," Mr. Toai 
tells us. For such reminders we owe !\Ir. 
Toai and many thousands of Vietnamese 
now among us a powerful debt. 

.lfr. Kann is .the Journal's asstJ1'w(e 
JmblishPr. 
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returns to Vietnam to sea the other side In Brothers 

In Arms: A Journey From War to Peace. ■ me 
Vletnsm6ss Gulag by Doan Van Toal and David Chanotr 
traces Toal's llfe then and now. ■ Magazines. 40 • 

FRI./SAT./SUN., JULY 4-6, 1986 

How a Datiollalist's • drearit died in the 'Gulag' 
The VletnameM Gldag that be eyntcatiy used nattOO-: • ~· up m ,fall on several hil life swry, ~ Rm sketcby recitation of 
Bv Doan Van Toal aHsm as an ex~ to gaJn occasions for his anti-)bieu • oo his student days and cw- the post-1945 pollticai history . 
and David Chanoff non-COmmunl9t support in act.lwties. When $alp tell to mlnatlng in the 2½ years he of Vietnam L<;. tor the most 
s· & Schu te the South and abroad and the~ in 1975 toel. spent in. Communist prisons pert, on target He ts right In 
35~ .. $18.~ r thMat~ true&m;_, ~v,_ ro build dedH ed 1!.~! inut~: -d Jft~wb.tchesqueT-4 mghtmare ~thtbeSouCOJT1lpt re-

ByMtil'CLeepson 
Special for USA TODAY 

' 
Natlonallsm vs. commu­

msm. That's been one of the 
festering debates - at least 
in the West - about Ho OU 
Minh and his wars against 
the- French, Americans and 
South Vietnamese. Those 
who take Ho at his word be-

• lleve he and his successors' 
true aim was to gain an Inde­
pendent. united Vietnam. 
Those who distrusted. Ho's 
pronouncements believed 

a cu ARK state IU wtnam. e soon JVWIU (J that u.,e \i~ u,e \RU never was gimes of e th and the . 
Doan Van Toal once be- conquering North Vietnam- offlclally charged with any French colonialists and 

lteved that tbe North Vt.et- ese bad used nationalism a, a crttne. He learned the hard blaming U.S. indecision and 
namese . were natlonatistS . pretext to lnstttute a strict way that Communist pdsons tgnoran<:e for propping up 
ftrst. Toal. born In South Viet~ CommunJst regime. , could make most of Thieu's . tbe unpopular autttoritartM 

. nam in 1945, grew up tn a . Toei tells his story 1n an at• jails look like resort hotels. South Vietnamese leaders. 
fmntly that dlStrusted tbe die-- fectlng memoir, The Viet· The Viet'namese Gulag And he correctly saves most 
tatorlal, corrupt governments namese Gulag, written with aeems to be an honest at- of Ills scorn for the North 
in the Soutb. When Toal Davtd Olanoff. Toai's book ts tempt to re-<:reat.e the events Vietnamese Communists, 
came of poltttcal age bl .the a stinging condemnation ot of Tost's life. There ls no way . wbo destroyed his Ideals and 
1960s be became a passion- Vietnam's Communist rulers. for a We9temer even ro try to replaced them with bitter, 
ate nationalist and actively The authors have covered corroborate the facts as Toai ironic dlslllusionment 
opposed the government of stmilar ground before, with presents them. But every. 
Nguyen Van Thieu. last year's A Vietcong Mem-- thing Toal relates about his 

Toal never officially joined oir, which they wrote with personal life ti~ true and 
the Communlst•led National former NLF leader Truong jibes with InCffl of the reports 
Uberation Front (a.k.a. the Nlm Tang. that have come out of Com• 
Vietcong), but nevertheless In the De\! book. Toai tells mun!st-controlled Vietnam. 

Marc Leepson served in 
Vietnam with the U.S. Anny. 
He is 'books editor and col­
umnist for The Veteran mag­
azine. 
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- E~: V~tn-;;~ P~is~er in Middle of Feud 

Bi PATl' MOlHUSON 
~ fiW'1~~., 

H .elind to tgnlte th' controversy 
£-en ·the two leading !adies of tt,e 

Ar.1ermm ~ !t, J.0011 Bae,: and Jane 
F ;,".la, tn the moot atimulatlng cleb"ate 
.::.1 l~rloch!na since the fa!i of Saigon. 

_ nt! new ~ 'an 'l'oai-de• 
scribed u a perseeute4-~ prt- , 
ooner by one IJtde and as a "Ct.A lack­
ey" by the other~ta tn :t.lie United 
States to defend npt only bll charges 
of bWll3ll ri,ghts Vioi.atrona in Viet• 
tti!Mi but his owrf ere¢tbilltj P well. 

Toal was one of tMlt· \VM WPPlied 
singer· Joan ~·with. the evidence 
that led ,tier t(). t.nte Ml open letter of 
protffl U>. t)fe V~ese govern- . 
ment, Mlditi. tnter.t\atif.'n:'tl inspectloq._ 
of -~ ·there after_ chi~ of tor•. 
ttn"fi and.' lnhwnan ~ ., •• • • • 

Ooan Van Toc:lt 
Ttaau ~ by ~I Mutner 

It was a ~tter ~- ·1t1 somt 
prolfJnent !i~ and ~blf for 
h<'r ahgfflCe' 'from tl!leir ran'lts was 
Jan~ Fonda. .'llh~-tli~!Jsed 
Mioo Baez In~ two-~ t~r be!' 
"lc@od~"' wmd and qu~tioimi And after what lie caH11 the "Ubera• 
both her det!!litions and 'lll:l!:.nliabllity tion of Saigon" il'l 19'15, he was asked 
of her so~ . . to work for the new regime's finance 

One a( thoee 11tJ1.ll'OM wu Toai. a eommtttee-e task which went well, 
man who spent 28 months -in ·a Viet• he said, until he and othenntm~ 
narni?Se prloon • 1nd who Mj'I,. riei . had a falling-out over tll!il extent u1 

trrnwrht to ~e W- th_ e -~ and • confiation Mpersol'!fl1 ~. ,:· ilal.r l!Offle ot bbl ftllow Flso-:i~ :' • _ "'!'hlt'• whell 1-MY. ~ ~-." ' 
toping to find som111 st~poi.'t far his . Toe.I said. He ins!st!l he was not, as his 
cause. detractors say, a corrupt student offi-

1'k found it, fint in his wife's native cial and a Cl.A agent v,hose arrests 
France, then &om MlSI Baa and ot.h- e!ll'lier by the old 'l'hleu-Ky govern-
ers. But hf found himself a1,o caught ment were to preserve his 8.J'ltl-Thleu 
in a political ~ lntendc,d,. he cover. 
belltves, to dieeredit hl'irr~ el the The man who claims that, under 
horrors and N!J)fflfflfflll he has exper- the letterhead of the American 
tenet<!. Friends Service Committee, Inc., was 

'1 am one of many wltllflfflt, but one of Toai's old university associates, 
n,y ease was special tieca~ l was Huynh Tan Mam. Toa.t believes Mam 
never anti-Communilt until now,'' he came out against him to aid his own 
explained in an interview in the Loe political reputation at:ter Toai's initial 
Angeles apa.rtment of an acquain- declarations last year about human 
t:mce. rights violations. 

.As a student in Sai&OD in -tbt early "He Wi!I the man who !ntrodul~ed 
1'8708, says Tom, he wa, pro$National me to the finance committee after t,he 
Uberation Front-the Commtmist liberation, too," says Toai wondering-
guemll& nwvement-and was meat• ly. 
ed a half•dO'len times by the Th1eu- "He 88YS I am a CIA agent.I am the 
Ky govemment.a. . . man who told my friends and rela-

As a student government officlAl. tlves not t.o flee joot before the ltbera• 
, he even made a speaklng tour ofsev- tion. l taid, 'Why are you leaving? 

eral California college eampllfleg !n . We have freedom, and I can accept 
19'70, to drum up aupport. for the stu- hard eonditions to rt.build my coa.n• 
dents am.in roovfflent tn Vietnam, try.' Now the regime has betrayed 
1'oai u that." 

• It saddens him, he says; to oppose 
his own country's government, "but 
the aspirations of the people are ~ • 
trayed by the new leadership. Com­
pare the promise and the reality, I 
think they are quite different.'' 

The 28 months' he spent in prison, 
with as many as 40 to 100 other men 
in a cell about 12 by 15 feet, were 
worse than his briefer stays in the 
}ails of the Thieu-Ky days, he said. 

Instead of prisoners' names posted 
outside, as in the old days, there is 
only a quotation from Ho Chi Minh: 
''Nothing is more precious than inde­
pendence and liberty." Prisoners are 
known only by their numbers; friends 
and relatives cannot even know they 

• are there, he says. 
When visitors were coming to in• 

spect the place, any unruly prisoners 
were sent off, replaced by soldiers in 
prison garb, "so they are happy and 
welcome the visitors," added 'l'oai. 

Rare correspondence was limited to 
three statements-"I am very well," 
although prisoners were often sick; 
"tl1e regime of the prison is my 
good,'' although he said it was not, 
"and please cooperate with tlle local 
government." 

Toal,~ out of.prison in late 1977 
and got his Vitlll, tfuµlks to his 
French-born wife, frl.,nds in govern• 
ment and a few lmbt;.,. 

Of the reluctance of Miss Fonda 
and others to gi.'ve credence to tales of 
torture and repteflBion, Toai says, "It 
is very difficult for those who have 
never suffered so to believe those 
who have, like Solzhenit~n. 

"Jane Fonda's husbauu is a political 
man and because his role is political, 
she would like to work to the advance 
of his political role, not the human 
rights role."- . 

Miss Fonda feels "very close to the 
Hanoi regime," becaUBe of her anti­
war work, "and it is difficult for her 
to change her point of view," he said. 

Toai believes his detractors prac• 
tice a new kind of McCart?iyism in 
saying that those who are progressive 
should support communism, and those 
who do not are CIA agents. 

"They never s.rniwer. They accuse 
me of being tht' CIA, but they don't 
~swer me about p.uman rights viola­
llons.'' he said. __________ ....,._ .. 
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'If you can't help us 
to live, help us to die' 
from ROBIN SMYTH in Paris 

lJOAN VAN TOAI is 32, 1 · Tht.; other half, crammed 
with a wife, three children, 1~to Jails ~lled to ~ver five 
no job and a head too full times their rapacuy, are 

f .• f people who either had no 
o memor 1es and ~a mes o connection with the Thieu 
people on th~ far s~de of the Government or 'achieved a 
world to give lus whole certain notoriety among the 
attention to the urgent task people' for the past struggle 
of finding work. for peace. 
. Still weighing on his mind In the last lines of the 
is tl1e . text of a ~ong ~ry of , testament, the 49 captiyes say 
protes.t and des.pair, wh1ch he ' that if the world 1s too 
comnnt~ed to memory m the I frightened of Communism to 
su!focatrng hear of a crowd~d intervene then the Inter­
pnson eel) north of Saigon. , national Red Cross and other 
He memons~d, too, the names • humanitarian organisations 
of the 49 pnsoners who wan- should urgently send each of 
ted to be publicly associated them a dose of cyanide. 
with this' testament of Patrin- , d' , 
tic Prisoners in Vietnam,' in We want ti? 1e at ?nee, 
sp-ite of the reprisals that d~clare the pnsoners. Help 
would certainly follow its us to do this. We shall, be 
publication in the free world. eternally grateful to you •. 

The 49 names-Buddih1st 
monks, Catholic priests, 
writers, lawyers, journalists 
-are a cross-section of those 
who opposed Thieu in the 
neutral ' third force,' but also 
include some members of the 
Communist South Vietna­
mese Nationa!A Liberation 
Front (NLF). mong them 
is a woman novelist, Chu Vi 
Thuy, the 82-year-old pacifi~t 
Phan Vo Ky, who was jailed 
11 times under the French 
and the Amel'ican-sponsored 
Governments ·that followed, 
and the NLF milit.u-y area 
commander Mai Van So, 
whose brother Mai Van Bo 
was the North Vietnamese 
Anibassador in Paris. 

Labour 'gulags' 
Doan Van Toai, who had 

l1is lirst taste of jail when he 
was vice-president of !'he 
Saigon Studeuts Union under 
the American-backed Govern­
ment of Nguyen Van Thieu, 
reached Paris a few weeks 
ago. With him came the testa• 
tllcnt and its string of names 
which could now be read 
out loud at a Paris press 
conference. 

The testament is a remark­
able docu~nent which charges 
that Hanrte is holding 800,00U 
prisoners in conditions of un­
precedented cruelty. Half of 
these, it says, are soldiers 
,111d civil servants of the 
former regime confined in 
hard labour 'gulags' called 
ire-education centres. 

The Catholic priests in the 
list did not approve of the 
suicide resolve in the last 
paragraph, but were over-

ruled and decided to add 
their names nevertheless. 

Doan Van Toai, who 
worked in a Saigon bank, was 
opposed to Communism b-u t 
co-operated with the NLF 
against the Thieu Govern• 
ment. 'I was arr~sted shortly 
after the fall of Saigon in 
1975,' he says. 'I was never 
told the charges against me. 
Tllere was, of course, no 
9~ern;;e and no trial. Even 
mterl'bgations of .prisoners 
are rare --once every six 
months. Some of my cell­
mates went two years without 
being questioned. But there 
were constant self-criticism 
sessions in which we had to 
cq_nfess our faults and 
di!'nounce those of our com­
panions. 

40 in cell 
' Ours was not one of the 

worst pirsons, but there were 
40 people crushed into a 
single cell with only a square 
vard of space for each. We 
had to take it in turns to sleep 
lying on on sides. And in 
th sweltering heat we took 
it in turns to snatch a fev 
breaths of fresher air in front 
of the narrow window. 

'The ration was a bowl of 
rice a day mixed with sand. 
The sand was there, so our 
guards said, to remind us of 
our faults. There was no 
medicl1'le or relief for the 
sick. Every disease had to 
run irs co·urse. I have 
watched people die at my feet 
in the crowded cell.' 

j 

., 
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.. . authorities." 

wealth of Pennsylvania are 
1978. says that Vletnl!.Itl was so totally de• May the author pose a question \.o Tom 

proud of pendent on the Soviet Union that It had to Hayden: Don't the highest government au• 
do what.ever Moscow a.sli.efl." Tliese words thorltles o! the Com..-nunlsts know how to Paul West.e • 

VIETNAM: WHO WILL SPEAK 
OUT NOW FOR HUMAN RIGHTS? 

HON. JACK KEMP 

IN THE HOUSE or REPRESDITATIVES 

Tuesday, May 5, 1981 

• Mr. KE.MP. Mr. Speaker. la.st week­
·end some 25,000 demonstrators, pro­
Lesting a wide variety of causes. 
rnarche<l on the Pentagon, promoting 
more than one commentator to draw 
parallels with anti-Vietnam marches 
in years gone by. -

Doan Van Toal spend a. good deal of 
lime on Aroe.trca~s campuses in the 
late 1960'1i and early 1970's, speaking 
on behalf of the Vietcong, champion­
ing their cause. And when It was over, 
and America pulled out, Doan Van 
Toai went home. 

But Doan Van Toal SA·as not a Com­
munist.. In a Communist controlled 
Vietnam. Doan Van Toa.I v.-as put in a 
concentration camp. There he stayed 
nearly 4 years, giving him ample time 
to reflect upon what had happened 1:n 
his country, and his ov.-"11 role in-bring­
ing those changes about. 

Now he has returned-to the United 
States, bringing & far different mes­
sage about what Vietnam Is today. 
Again, he is appealing to the liberals 
in the American political spectrnm 
looking to them to denounce the bru­
tality and repression that has been vis· 
lte<l upon rus country by the Commu­
nlst aggressors. He wonders why they 
are silent ln the !ace o! such a massive 
violation of human rights.. 

What Doan Van Talil bJli& te say 
needs to be beard. For In understand- . 
Ing what Vietnam has ~ e. we 
bei;in to understand what America was 
flghtlng to prevent. The follo~ a.rtl­
cle by Mr. Toai a~ed in the Wall 
§treet 5~ MlL<-1 , , "i:TI 1 

V1rn<.uc R.uvam urn 811.n<cw: 
<By Do\Ul Van Tot.I) 

Sl.x yeal'll a.go t.h.18 month. the United 
SUI.tel ended It& 20-Jear Involvement In 
Vielnil.lll by wlthdnwln11 It& trool)II. Thu.a 
one mliht have assun,ed that the fr1end& 
Vietnam seemed to have made thrOuehout 
the world In those years would now be cele­
bralinl\' the sixth triumphant o.nnlver:s.ary of 
th,lr victory. 

But this past Fe-bruary, v.·blle Hwol was 
celebra.tlni poor. humble Vlet.nam's sixth 
year of unlflcatlon, the people contl:1Ued to 
rnte against the regime by neelni the coun­
try. 

The Sixth National Assembly or the Viet­
namese Communists has recently approved 
a new const!tuUon. "''hlch ls only a copy o! 
the So,·let constitution. They will creau, a 
new orlP"\. the State Council, and Its cha.tr• 
man will probably be Mr. Le Dua.n, who is 
now secretary general of the party. The new 
assembly ls scheduled to be voted on thl.& 
weekend. and It will form the new gav~m­
ment. This wtll present the ~st opportunity 
Jor Le Duan and Le Due Tho to strengthen 
their powers and tlgh ten their ties with the 
Soviets. 

Hoang Van Hoang, a close associate of Ho 
Chi Mlnh's and a lonner member of the 
party politburo who escaped to China in 

have been aff!rmed .. bS: Soviet _leader Br·ezh- lle and to d~celve tile west' Le Due Tho. 
nev, who ha.s said, _v,etnam .. 15 now a solid the man who negotiated with Dr. Klssln11er 
outpost of our soc,ahs~ camp. on the ParL~ peace a!l'Teement, deceived the 

STA.UN 1s REV>:RI:i> West In his Paris news conference o! May 
Vietnam rep.rds Stalin as a !ieure o! rev- 1972 by sa>in&. '"Since I have returned \.o 

erence. His writings a.re \\1dely sold and his Paris, this is the !Uth time we have declared 
portrait appears in public places and In clearly that the DRG govenn.ment <Ha.no!) 
classrooms throughout the country. A poem and the PRO (Viet Cong) have never WIShed 
by To Fiuu. a member o! the polltburo, ls to force & Cornmunist go\·ernment on South 
taught in high schools: "Vietnam ha.~ Uncle Vietruun." 
Ho. the world ha.s Slalln/When Vietnam Le Due Tho Is now one of the most power-
has peace, the'world v.ill have liberty." !ul leader& of the Vietnalllese Communist 

It is all so different from the first dAys ot Party. He has three brothers who are all 
victory six yeai-s aio, "'·hen the Vietnamese members of the central conurutt-ee of the 
Communist leaders proudly declared, '"We party and hold important positions. One 
defeated the French colonialists. the Japa- brother Is secretary l,'eneral of the trade 
nese Invaders l!.lld then the American lmpe- unioo, &nether Is mayor of Ho Chi Minh 
ria.l!st.~. We v.ill successfully build our new City and chief of security forces In South 
country, We shall accomplish all obii.at!on.'I. Vietnam and the last brother is a three-star 
overcome all difficulties and deles.t all new general a.nd minister •I transporo.Ation. 
enemic.,." In democrat.le countries. citizens use their 

1,e- Dua.o. successor -to Ho Chi Minh as vol:es to express their opposition to or their 
party leader, al.so sated be.fore the first support for their eovemment. In bogus 
meetinr of the first. Unified Assembly in democratic· countries like South Korea.. 
June 1976: "We shall buUd our country ten Chile, South Africa or South Vietnam 
times biuer and ten times more beautiful." before the Communists took over. the 
He is partially truth!ul: He occupied Laos. people often employed Wei!ll demorut.nt.• 
.invaded cambodb. a.nd attacked Tha.lland. tiona or strikes to protest against their dle-

Vlet.,am is not more beautl[uL I~ is one of tatorioJ governments.. But today there art_ 
the 20 poorest countries in the world. It has cii:ily two ways for the Vietruimese to vote 
1.6 mmlon soldiers In Its active a.nny, the ai;a.h.st the current rei;ime: etlher be ex-
!lfth largest a.rm.y ln the world. On March pelled to the New Economic Zones in the far 
13. the g-ovemment promulgated u, order to Jungle and be imprlsont"d In the &1ant gulag 
draft Into the army 1.11 abl~bodled youths thrOughOut the country. or ri.sk their live& 
reach~ 18 yes.rs or a;re Jor "the cause o( fleeing the counu-,,. 
buildlni the countr;y and de!endln& the so,, ,. vin co1<G n::ns SORRY 

cittlist fatherland.· Truong Nhu Tang tecentlY formed In 
Poverty In Vietnam tod!lY Ls a, tNt.d as It Pari.s a, .front called the National Salvation 

has ever been. The food shorf.alie,, a.re t.he 
worst since 194.5, wheJJ a. famine killed two Council to ialher all V1etnamese l.o fight 

the current Communist rel:ime \Jl Vlet.nam. 
million people. • Truona- Nhu Tu.n&-. one of lhe !ounden of 

The countn-'s finrt five-year plUl predict.. the Nat.ional Liberation Front <Viet C:011111 
ed the production of 21 million toru or nee s.nd a fonner Just.ice minister o! the provi-
each year, but thl.s country of 55 million 
prople harvested only 10 m.llllon tons In 
1980, two mllllon less thM In 1979. RaUom 
of rice iJven to the cadrea hs.ve fallen of!. 
Some boat people who le!t Vietnam recently 
told me mocltinilJ. "No one died or huneer 
ID Sa.lllon. but a.ome have died of hu1111er In 
llo Ch.I Minh City." 

Vletnll.!Deae offlelab cite bad v.·eather, bu­
ret.ucratlc muddlln.: and corrupt of!lcla.la as 
the rea.sons !or the irro.,.·lng ~hortage or 
food. But the root CILlllle of thb proble-m t, 
their own actions: dependine on the Sovtet 
Union, act1ri11 the role of CUba In Southeaat 
A.sill.. Invading Cambodl&• and lmpos!nc 
Ma..rxl.st-Lenlnl.st ldeolo17 over the ,..hole 
country. 

Vletnam'a former revolutlon.arie:s ha,-e 
today come to be regarded by Western 
public opinion as 1n..-adeni In their reilon. 
But u,e Northern Vietnamese Communist.a 
have been lnva.dero for a Joni time. 1n the 
sprln&' of 19711, the Northern Vietnamese 
Communist army conquered South Vietnam 
In 11, c!asslc invasion 11.ith Sovtet anl<JI. 
planes and weapons. They not only elimi­
nated the South Vietnamese govenunent 
but bruuuy ellminat.ed the Natlona.J Uber• 
allon Front, or Viet Con,. who had been 
called by the Communists a.nd their West• 
ern supporters "the sole genuine representa­
tive ori;ran of the South Vietnamese people." 

One should recall that In the 1960s. many 
or the anti-war a,ctl,ists did not believe that 
any o! this could possibly come to pass. Tom 
Hayden, husband of Jane Fonda.. after re­
turning from Hanoi In 1966. released a 
statement repeating the words or Pha.m Van 
Dong, prime minister of North Vietnam.. 
that "the presence of the North Vietnamese 
troops in South Vietnam ls a sheer fabrica­
tion of the U.S. government." And Tom 
Hayden lnstructed the American leftists 
.. -1th hi.& comment. "We think that th!s 
denial ha.s not previous!)' been made In such 
absolute terms by the hlghestlgovernment 

;lon.t.l revolutionary rovemrnent. fled the 
countn• In a tiny boat in 197i. Tii.tone Nhu 
tang _.,u·a he ?eels sorrow about hls pa.st na­
ivete and wlshes to continue to fh,ht tor the 
Independence and treedoro or hi.!. compa.trl• 
ota. 

Oespl!A! ovenvhelrolna evidence o! the 
bruLallty of the Communl!lt d.lcts.t.orshlp in 
Vietnam. thoae who uild u.a that auch a dl~ 
ts.1.orsh!p la what the Vietnamese people 
want.ed a.re cur!ou.aly silent. Some of the 
anti-war t.uthors wrote many books and ar­
ticles saying durln& the war year., that the 
Viet Cong were really independent from thi, 
Hanoi Communlst.s and ,hat Ha.noi did not 
want l.o impose Communism on South Viet• 
nam. 

I am not an&'rY , ·It h t hese peo:pl<!. about 
their pa.st anti-war activity If t he.;, did It for 
the !nt.eresls el the people a:nd not for a 
small ffl"OUP of Vietnamese Communists. 
But do they feel soITOw t oday that t,he 
Communists deCTived them? Why do they 
keep silent about the present tragedies In 
Indochina? Thl.s amnesl.a l.s c:-tmlnal. n>eir 
sil ence damages the r.eputation of the left. 

Amertcan lln~i.sl Nt>e.m Ghomsky sa id 
categorically that there has l?een no b!<)Od· 
bath In Vi-etnam. But there are m-any ,,,ays 
to kill J)cople wtthout shPddttlg I!:" tt,,op of 
blood. There Is technlcall,· no blooal>ath In 
Vietnam. but who can s11.y how many slle.nt 
deaths have occurred on the hl.gh seas? Row 
many have dled hidden In the Vietnamese 
gul~ 

Wh!le lorme'l' a;ttl•WU a.ctl-p.st ~ID protest 
war by An1erica, they keep silent about 
So'ilet UJ\"asions. W'I\0e I.hey raise their 
voices to deno,ince South Korea and El Sa.I· 
vador, they keep silent about the tragedies 
In Vietnam. .,.-here the people must support 
the insup portable and su.He,- Lhe "insu!ler­
able.• 
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL. 
In Vietnarn's Gulag, 

The Captives Die 
A Slow Death 

By DoAN VAN TOAi 

One evening about ftve years ago I was 
at a concert in Saigon given by the Na­
tional Concert Orchestra of North Vietnam. 
Suddenly. down the aisle marched Commu­
nist secret polke, all carrying guns. They 
came up to mt>, and said: "Let's go out· 
side." . 

They led me into an office of the thca· 
ter. They said: "Ari' you Mr. Doan Van 
Toal?" and I answered: "Yes." They 
didn't say anything more but forct'd mr to 
stand there for about an hour. Later tlley 
took me to poltce headquarters and said: 
"We are arresting you." I asked: "Why 
are you arresting me. wlJat have I done?" 
but they only replied: "The best thing ls 
for you !o think and remember. It is for 
you to work out." 

I was taken to a small cell. It was very 
dark-the only light coming from a small 
hole In the wall through which r could 
breathe fresh air. The first night I slept 
easily as I was still optimistic because I 
knew I hadn't done anything. 

Each day l made a notch on the wall 
and soon I had been there for seven weeks. 
My only visitor was another prisoner-a 
girl who evP.ry morning would bling me a 
bowl of rice. 

The first day she came I was very hun· 
gry and began to gulp the rice down but I 
soon realized they must have mixed some 
sand with it. It was Impossible to eat. 
When they finally called me for question· 
ing I asked the official why they had put 
sand in my rice. "So you remember what 
you have done wrong in the past," he said. 

They made me write an account of my 
life and every mornlnir would take me to 
their office where the air was very fresh. I 
wrote pages and pages so as to postpone 
the tlme when I wouid once more be shut 
up all day long. 

* * * 
I had first become involved In politics 

when I was a pharmacy student at Saigon 
University in the 1960s. At that time I be· 
lieved Thieu was head of nothing but a 
puppet government In the hands of the 
Americans. I became Interested in the 
struggle for peace at Saigon University 
and was elerted vice president of the stu· 
dent union. When the student union pres!· 
dent was arrested, I organized student 
demonstrations all over Vietnam against 
the Thieu government. For this as well as 
other activities, I was arrested and Impris­
oned many times by that government. 

During these years the National LibPra· 
tIon F'ront had approached nw to join 

them. But I refused, preferring to support 
their goals Independently through the stu· 
dent union. Al the end o[. the war in May 
1975, l was asked to Join ilte nuance com­
mittee of the provisional revolutionary gov­
ernment. I agreed, but In a split over pol­
Icy I soon resigned. (Although the Corrunu­
ntsts never told me this, l believe that my 
resignation was the cause of my arresu 

After I finished my account I was taken 
to Le Van Duyet prison in the center of 
Saigon where I stayed for over two years. 

l was put In a small cell with 50 others. 
People died every day through lack of 
medical attention and In the evening you 
could. hear the voices call out: "Warden. 
this is room number three, someone has 
Just died." 

I was worried about my French wife 
and three sons and was anxious for them 
to leave Vietnam. I knew there could be re­
prisals against them and through one of 
the prison wardens-a former friend-I 
sent a letter to my wife saying not to wait 
for my release but to take the children to 
France. And if she had to write a letter to 
the authorities denying my r,xlstence, then 
she must. 

When she finally left for France in June 
1977, I felt easier. Then I heard the news of 
my mother's death. She had been denied 
medical treatment because she had one 
son In prison and another whn had left w1th 
the Americans. I was very sad and very 
angry and through my friend again sent a 
letter to the chief or the secret police i11 
Saigon saying: "You are responsible for 
my mother's death. I have now been In 
prison for 27 months and I still don't know 
what I have done to oppose the Commu· 
nists. If you find out nothing 'then you must 
release me." More important. l had my 
friend bribe an Important official. 

* * * Later I was called to the prison com· 
mandant's office and was told I was re­
leased. He said that the government 
needed me to cooperate with them. "If we 
give you an exit visa you must tell the 
West how wonderful everything is here. 
And how well we treat our prisoners." I 
agreed wlth them, but only I knew what I 
would really tel! the West. 

I was given an exit visa but didn't leave 
VlNnam Immediately. In prison l had 
given up hope for a free Vietnam. I had be· 
rorne very angry and very ashamed to 
have ever supported the NLF. I wanted to 
get rid of the Communist regime. But then 
I said to myself: "I think this because I 
have been in prison for over two years. Be· 
for1' I leave I must tlnd out if the rest of 
the.country feels the same way." 

I discovered that everyone hated the re­
gime because they were always hungry 

• and were even less free than thry had been 
unrler President Thieu. In ViNnam today 
thrre are over 800,000 people in prison and 
in so-called re-education camps. In Cumbo· 
dla the polltlr:1I prisoners were extcrmi-
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nated quickly hut in Vietnam thry die 
slowly. 

When I was released my friend5 still in 
prison asked me to tell the world what Is 
happening and, if no one will stand up to 
the Vietnamese Communists. to send them 
cyanide to put an end to their agony. "'Help 
us to die quickly," they said. 

In Vietnam nobody dares to protest for 
fear of arrest. Few people abroad speak 
because they fear for the safety or their 
familles still in Vietnam. 

But even if lt means the death of myself 
and my family. I must do something for 
the thousands of prisoners who die each 
year and the miillons of people who have 
to support the unsupport~ble and accept 
the unacceptable. 

Doan V1111 Toai is doing research at 
Tuft, University's Fletcher School o[-Lnw 
anrt Diplomnc.11 on a book about Vietnam. 
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Vietnam Turns to Narcotics t(!> .~ay Ifs Bills ' 
that-can only be aimed at the international . By DOAN VAN TOA! 

And DAVID CHANOFF 

Hard evidence has surfaced recently 
that Vietnam is growing opium to help 
cover its debts. An agncultural policy doc­
ument smuggled out of the country and 
made public by former Politburo member 
Hoang Van Hoan ttiscloses that in 1982 the. 
Central Corrunittee decided that opium 
production should be used to raise badly 
needed foreign currency. 

The northern provinces of Ha Tuyen,' 
Lai Chau, Hoang Llen Son, Cao Bang and 
Lang Son, where soil and climate condi; 
tions favor poppy cultivation; are involved 
in the program. According 'to the docu­
ment, ·!30 acres were planted in nearby 
Dong Van district in 1982, while farms in 
Ha Tuyen sold the government 500 kilos of 
raw opium. In 1983, the government or· 
dered farmer& in Ha Tuyen to supply one 
kilo each, and several district.<; in Hoang 
Lien Son have a quota of one.,haH kilo per 
farm. Surpluses will belong to the farmers, 
and local government organs are told to 
provide cut•rate rice and meat to those 
:'fho sell above their :requirements. 

Tlle smuggled document, • numbered 
llT'r/SN, is signed by Ly Xi Po, assistant 
director of agriculture for Dong Van dis­
trict, and dated Oct. 10, 1982. It deals 
largely with regulations for fulfilling the 
requirements for opium production estab­
lished by the People's Council of Dong Van 
at a 1982 meeting, and urges compliance 
with procedures for cultivation. , 

Opium producfion is not a new business 
in Vietnam. Alfred McCoy in his 1972 book, 
"The Politics of Opium," related how drug 
traffic from the Golden Triangle area was 
controlled during the war by a number of 
senior South Vietnamese generals and po­
litical figures. According to Mr. McCoy, 
drug money was used not only for private 
enrichment, but also to support govern­
mental organs such as the secret police 
that had large funding requirements and 
were not particular about their source of 
support. This trade, though apparently car­
ried on at the highest levels, was still sur­
reptitious. What the Dong Van document 
points to is an official government pro­
gram for the production of illegrrl drugs 

market. •• • · • • • • • 
At first glance, it is surprising that Vietl 

nam's government. which is struggling ta 
achieve:internationaJ legitimacy, would 
undertake such a potentially damaging 
course of action. Cuba wa.o; hurt badly last 
year by the exposure of the Castro r~ 
gime's involv~ment in narcotics sI'(lug­

. gling. And quasi-official drug dealing, has 
been a large factor in creating an interna­
tional gangster image for North Kqrea. 
But in fact, Vietnam's decision to enter the 

• illicit heroin business is quite understapda· 
ble given its subsistence economy and ,cur-
rent foreign-policy goals. i 

It is sometimes difficult for Arneri~ans 
to view communist Vietnam, which fo$ght 
the U.S. to a standstill in the 1960s land 
early '70s, as the poverty-wracked cou/1try 
it is. But according1 to the World Bank, 
.Vietnam's per capita yearly income oi ap­
proxiI]1ately $150 places if , among i the 
earth's 20 poorest nations. With a forr,ign 
debt in the neighborhood of $5 billion i and 
very little export capacity, Hanoi's hard~ 
currency position is desperate. Domesti· 
cally, Vietnam's economic crisis is re-· 
fleeted starkly in high unemployment, 
widespread corruption and the absence of 
many necessities. According to recent ref· 

· ugee reports, Ho Chi Minh City is without 
electricity except for two hours a day, five 
days a week. A doctor's weekly S<¥ary can 
buy 2½ pounds of meat on the black mar• 
ket. As Premier Pham Van Dong put it, 
"Waging a war is easy~ but running a 
country is very difficult." -

Against this background, Vietnam's 
leaders have implemented several bizarre 
plans for raising money. In 1979, at the 
tih1e of the Sino-Vietnamese border war, 
much or the ethnic Chinese population was 
expelled from the country. During this pro­
cess, the refugees' property was confis­
cated and they were forced to pay a depar­
ture tax variously reported as from four to 
10 ounces of gold per head. Later, refugee 
privileges were extended to ethnic Vietna­
mese at the same rates, 
. Another device is the overseas Vietna· 
mese business.. Special companies have 

--~:~n set up in the West to allow Vietna-
....... ,_,,.. __ ~ ·---.. -----
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mese living abroad to send goocts to their 
relatives in Vietnam, who are then allowed 
'to privately resell these "~fts." At each 
stage, the government takes a cut. It has 
also been-reported that part of the salaries 

• of those Vietnamese workers sent to East·· 
m1 bloc countrtes is withheld by their host 
countries__ l_n -partial repayment of Viet­
nam's debts, while part goes directly to the 
Vietnamese treasury. 

Given a history of such unorthodox fi· 
nancial expedients, Vietnam's decision to • 
engage in opium production is less than 
astonishing. It does, however, point up the 
desperation with which party l~.aders view 
the current situation. Since 1978, Vietnam 

. has found itself increasingly dependent on 
Soviet support. But the U.S.S.R .. while 
happy enough to llllderwrite the cost of 
Vietnam's occupation of Cambodia and 
Laos (some $4 million to $6 million a day), 
has been less than generous in providing 
domestic aid. To move its economy toward 
the kind of productivity enjoyed by other 
Southeast Asian nations, Vietnam badly 
needs Western development money and 
Western technology. These, however, will 
not be forthcoming as long as Hanoi pur· 
sues its plans for a permanent Indochinese 
hegemony. 

Vietnamese leaders are thus on the 
horns of a· dilemma. To maintain their mil­
itary occupation of Cambodia imd Laos, 
they must continue their dependency on , 
the u.s.s.R.. together with the domestic 
impoverishment that tlle alliance with the 
Soviets has led to. Opening significant 
trade and development avenues to the As­
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations and 
the West means forgoing the long-held 
dream of a Vietnamese-dominated Indo­
china. The desperation with which the cur­
rent party leadership is casting around for 
financial props _is a strong indication that 
the aging leadership of Le Duan, Le Due 
Tho and company is either unwilling or un· 
able to move out of the Soviet embrace. 

i'vfr. Doan, author of "The Vietnamese 
G1ilag, " is visiting scholar rit the Univer­

' sity of California, Berkeley, and director of 
. the Institute for Southeast Asian Policy 

Analysis. David Chanoff teaches at Har· 
vard and is a Jrr.e·lance writer . 
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What now for Cambodia? 
By Doan Van Toai and David Chanoff 

WHAT will Ca..,nbodia's future be? This country 
[now known as Kampuchea] t.1-iat so recently 
undervvent a genocidal holocaust is presently a 

nation in limbo. It hosts a Vietnamese occupation anny 
of 150,000 to 170,000 troops and is governed as a protec­
torate of Vietnam. Vietnamese political cadres are a 
ubiquitous presence, and according to Westerners who 
have visited, Hanoi's ideological goals have clear priority 
over economic and social reconstruction. Mandatory 
study sessions, surprise educational retreats, and 
indoctrinational trips are a regular and frustrating fact of 
life for Cambodian officials and managers, disrupting 
work on all levels. Experts seem to agree that Hanoi's 
military dominance is as secure as her political control. 

Though the six-year-old occupation seems tighter than 
ever, Cambodia's eventual fate is still undecided. Only 
20 countries have officially recognized the Vietnamese­
controlled Heng Satnrin regime, and the opposition Cam­
bodian Coalition Government still retains the country's 
United Nations seat. Nevertheless, Hanoi's -leaders are 
confident that eventually the community of nations will 
accept Vietnam's Indochina hegemony. As Foreign Min­
ister Nguyen Co Thach put it, "If the UN does not unseat 
Pol Pot this year, then they will over the next several 
years, or the next 10 years. We have the patience to 
wait.'" But so far China, ASEAN, and the United States 
have continued t.o demand Vietnamese withdrawal. 

Complicating the picture is that support for the coali­
tion means support for the Khmer Rouge, still the domi­
nant force in the unlikely tripartnership between Pol Pot, 
Prince Sihanouk, and nationalist leader Son Sann. China 
and (to a lesser extent) Singapore are at present aiding 
the coalition, but the Khmer Rouge has kept other poten • 
tial donors away in droves. "Intractable" is the word 
used by analysts to describe present-day Indochina, a 
place ,.-vhere the Soviets threaten the Chinese who 
threaten the Vietnamese who t..,reaten the Cambodians. 

Vietnam"s public position has been that it will stay in 
Cambodia "as long as there is a Chinese threat." But 
Foreign Minister Thach has also stated that Hanoi will 
eventually withdraw all its forces. Given that China has 

been perceived as a threat for most of Vietnam's 2,000-
year history, Thach's "eventually" has a distant ring to 
it. More to the point, Vietnam shows no signs of waiting 
for sorne kind of future regional accommodation to de­
cide on the kind of permanent relationship it wants to 
have with Cambodia. 
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One telling sign of Hanoi's intentions· for its devas­
tated neighbor can be seen in an inunigrat.ion policy deci­
sion promulgated by the subservient Phnom Penh gov­
ernment in 1982 .. Reported only briefly in the Western 
press, Central Committee Decree No. 240 has been facili­
tating iarge-scale Vietnamese settlement in population­
depleted Cambodia. Vietnamese who lived in the country 
before 1969 are being resettled, and Vietnamese who fol­
lowed the occupation army in after 1978 are now being , 
given official immigration privileges. So too are Vietnam­
ese citizens who live and work in the border region. Sig­
nificantly, . Decree No. 240 stipulates that Vietnamese 
"who betray the revolution or who make illegal livings 

"Wl 
·the M, 

by infringing on state laws" are to be dealt with by Viet­
namese, not Cambodian, authorities. That is, Vietnam­
ese lawbreakers in Cambodia are to be judged by Viet­
namese courts, an echo of the neocolonial treaties 
imposed by the ascendant Western powers on various 
Asian nations in the 19th century. Finally, the decree 
urges Cambodian administrators to work with Vietnam­
ese advisers to "rapidly expand the movement of Viet­
namese people [into Cambodia]." -

With Cambodia's reduced population there is little 
question that an influx of even several hundred t..11ousand 
Vietnamese is creating a major impact on the population 
makeup of Cambodia. Two hundred and fifty thousand 
Vietnamese settlers (this is the US State Department's 
estimate; Cambodian Coalition sources claim 400,000 t.o • 
600,000) is the equivalent of some 12 million t.o 13 million 
aliens coming into the United States. Vietnamese popula­
tion movement into Cambodia on this scale is an impres­
sive step toward de facto annexation and the eventual 
absorption of the Khmer people. This, it seems, may well 
be Hanoi's long-term solution to the Indochina impasse. 

Doan Van Toai, a visiting scholar at University of 
California, Berkeley and David Cha.naff, a teacher at 
Harvard are writing a book on the Viet Cong. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17, 1986 

Dear Mark, 

I have enclosed a copy of the letter and 
materials Doan Van Toai sent me. I am 
meeting with him next Wednesday. I would be 
very appreciative if you could get an 
indication of interest in his proposal (for 
foreign travel only) before then . 

Thanks so much. 

Dr. Mark Blitz 

Best, 

Max Green 
Associate Director 
Office of Public Liaison 

Associate Director 
United States Information Agency 
Room 849 
301 4th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20547 



Congressman Jack Kemp, Congressm~n John 
McCain and Congressman John Murtha 

cordially invite you to join them for a 

Capitol Forum 
Reception 

Honoring Doan Van Toai, author of 

The Vietnamese Gulag 

Date: 

Time: 

Place: 

Doan Van Toai 

author 

"The Vietnamese Gulag" 

A Revolution Betrayed - The shocking first­
person chronicle of a former supporter of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam who survived his 
country's descent into totalitarianism. 

V\fednesday, June 4th 

5:30-7:00 p.m. 

Rayburn House Office Building 
Room B-369 

Reception 5:30 

Sponsored by The Fund for an American Renaissance 
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By PETER R. KANN 

we·ve bt>en privileg.ed to watch some 
mighty fine melodrama in ·ecent 
months. 

First, Baby Doc slunk off to Paris, leav­
ing happy Haitians dancing in the streets. 
Then we tuned our TV sets to l\.Ianiia and 

... watched the Philippine people, aided and 
abetted by bishops, generals, politicians, 
businessmen and U.S. congressmen, rid 
their country of tbe massively corrupt and 
mildly repressive M~rcos regime. 

Tin-pot dictatorships are like that They 
come and go, though never soon enough. 
Their departures always are worth cele­
brating-at least in the short run. 

But, on the heels of these happy events, 
it's also worth looking across the South 
China Sea to another Southeast Asian coun­
try where businessmen, churchmen, con· 
gressmen and anchormen all are power­
less to affect events, where there are no 
such !oudspealcers to amplify the muffled 
cries of a muzzled people. This is tlle So· 
cialist Republic of Vietnam. There are no 
happy endings here. 

F~ any who doubt the difference be· 
tween the common, venal dictatorships lit· 
tering the Third World landscape and true 
totalitarianism, who think it some seman· 
tic distinction of the Kristols and Klrkpat• 
ricks, let them pick up a copy of "The 
VJ..etnamese Gulag" {Simon & Schuster, 351 
page~ $18.9:5) by Doan Van Toai and David 
Chanoff, translated from the original 
French. It's nothing more than the m?moir 

for ,of one man's imprisonment In postwar 
• to Vietnam. It's nothing less than the saga of 
ee, a society's enslavement. 
so If Mr. Toal is not quite up there among 
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such chroniclers of terror as Arthur 
Koestler and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, he 
has written the !:'5! ~i§t l'ifltrii¾ ~ 
that this Vietrtlim-wa£cner has re'.ld in 
many years. It constitutes a chilling clos­
ing chapter on the Vietnam W'aff. And If 
anyone is still wondering what that war 
was all about and why it ls a tragedy that 
we lost, the answer is here ln Mr. ·roai's 
cry from the gulag. 

Mr. Toal was a child of rural South 
Vietnam who went on to become a student 
protest leader in wartime Saigon. Like 
many South Vietnamese, he felt trapped 
between a "melange of commwiism and 
nationalism on the one hand and the Amer· 
leans and their servitors on the other. I 
and others like me supported the commu­
nists. At least they were Vietnamese." 

Opposition to the Thieu regime landed 
Mr. Toai briefly in jail, but he was a com­
m1mist sympathizer, not a C<Jmmunist 
cadre, and Thieu types could be pressured 
by friends, journalists, polltlclans. "Being 
a prisoner uncter Thieu was like being a ce­
lebrity," Mr. Toai recalls later on from his 
commw1ist cell. 
• When the .communists took Saigon in 
April 1975, Mr: Toal stayed on to help build 
the new society. Three months later. sit· 
ting in a. Saigon theater, he was arrested. 
Without charges. Without cause. Thr bulk 
of the book recounts Mr. Toai's strugg)e 
for survival and search for sanity in the 
Orwellian prison system of a party that 

prom:sed to "turn thl' jails 'into schools" 
and instead turned the nation\into a Jail . 
No lunger were there laws for a Thieu to 
twist or his opponents to protest. There 
was now only the party, its power, aiid its 
paranoia. 

Locked in a sewage-filled cell where 70 
half-naked men are packed in so close.they 
cannot lie on their backs, half·starved, 
trussed in chains. brutalized, force(d to 
watch friends. beaten to death with canes 
for minor infractions of the rules1 Mr. Toai 
sustains the will to live and to be11r wi1ness 
to the betrayal of his revolution: 

"I now see that Duyet is not a 'prison' 
in the usual sense .. .. An ordinary prison 
is part of a system of justice; it exists for 
pnnishment or correction or rehabilitation. 
Each of these rationales accords the prls· 
oner a certain dignity. He is a human be­
ing worth punishment or correction or re­
habilitation. But Duyet cedes nothing to its 
inmates ... !t is simply a storehouse, a 
place where inconvenient bodies can be 
stacked for an Indeterminate duration." 

A year without charges or trial or sen· 
• tence gives way to two. Slowly, the author 

realizes that, "The writers, the artists. the 
bar, the scholars-the entire generation 
that embodied South Vietnam·s culture has 
been smashed and the remnants are slowly 
dying in the revolution's gulag of jails and 
hard labor camps.'' 

The Wes·t hears little of this, and heeds 
less: "A rumor here, a refugee report 
there, were not much to dispel the convic· 
tlon among Westem activists that the right 

i tW EH·❖-
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"The Vietnamese Gulag" 
By Doan. Van Toai 
and David Chana!! 

side had won, or the relief among others 
that at least it was over .. • .. In the sweat­
boxes of Le Van Duyet . , . we think other-
wise." , 

Mr, Toai blames us, but also himself. 
With millions of other "passiortate ideal· 
lsts" he had fellow-traveled a trail "at 
whose unforeseen end lay terror and desti· 

• tution for the nation .• , 
After 22 months in the gulag, Mr. Toai 

is released In the same sudden, arbitrary 
rnanner in which he had been arrested. "I 
was arrested for nothing and released for 
the same reason." In some ways he feels 
lucky: "Hundreds of thousands are impris· 
oned even more for even less." 

Mr. Toal eventually manages to leave 
Vietnam and reach America. He marvels 
at the liberty of this society and at our li· 
cense to take it for granted. "Perhaps It is 
the immigrants' function from generation 
to generation to remind [Americans! of 

• what a treasure lt is they own," Mr. Toai 
tells us. For such reminders we owe Mr. 
Toai and many thousands of Vietnamese 
now among us a powerful debt. 

Mr. Kann is. the Journal's associate 
publisher. 
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Research Assoda te 
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Mr.Max Green 
Associate Director 
Office Of Public Affairs 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington,D.C. 

Dear Mr.Max Green 

IIHRKl'.I.J!V. C/\I.IPORNIA 94720 

Sept 29,1986 

Enclosed are my proposals for a speaking tour as you suggested 
over telephone. I hope that you may find out a way to funding it . 
If a governemnatl agency could not funding to a private person, I can 
arrange through an institution either the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy where I was a resaerch Associate for 3 years or the U.C 
Berkeley's Institute Of East Asia~ Studies where I am currently a 
Visiting scholar or my own think tank : The Institute For Southeast 
Asian Btlicy Analysis. Many other institutions are interested in doing 
so such as the Freedom House, the I.R.C and the Institute Of educational 
Affairs. 

And if a governmental agency could not finance it, please feel 
free to send it to any private foundations like Olin, Scaife or Bradley. 

As you may agree, at the time when the American troops landed into 
Vietnam, President Nixon- a Hawk candidate still won the elction and 
the anti-war movement was very week. Overtime, however, domestic opposi­
tion grew and became very strong because, in my opinion we gave the 
field freely to the pro-communist liberals 1 propaganda, there were not 
enough efforts to counterbalancing them from the conservative bloc. 
Wtshould today use the lessons of Vietnam to teach the innocent people 
in the third world countries and the liberals in the West what is happening 
today in Vietnam is far different from what the liberals ever hoped, 
believed and struggled for in the 1960a. My strategy is not to convince 
the conservatives who already knew how bad communists are, but to convince 
the liberals who were hypnotized by the mythologies of Comrrunists and forgot 
the realities. I was from the left, so I think that I know and use their 
1 anguage effectively,. 

I am looking forward to hearing from you and wish you a very enjoyable 
autumn in the capital. 

Sincerely yours, 

/I~ -~ ~-~ ~-
Doan Van Toai mailing address 925 W Harvard4.U. 
(209)-268-8256 Fresno Ca.93705 
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INTRODUCTION: 

In order to divert public opinion and innocent people attention away from their international duty 
and intcmario11a/ revolurion the Communists present themselves as the " /iherators, revolutionarie.v " 
who can free the people from the dictatorship or from the foreign domination. Particularly the youth 
and inte\ectual who grew up and lived with the conviction that only self-serving reactionaries could be 
anti-communists while those who were progressive and committed to social amelioration would support 
leftist and Communist causes. Vietnam was a significant cxcmple. 

In an effort to suppress the truth of Communist invasion of South Vietnam, Vietcong had attempted 
to picture itself as a non-Communist revolutionary organization. The intellectuals, Students, Religious 
lenders including the speaker himself in Vietnam and in Wcstcrcountries were therfore hypnotized by 
the political program of the National Liberation Front-Vietcong. The Communist program during the 
Vietnam war. did not mention at all any reference of Marxist Leninist ideology, but much of nationalist, 

patriotism and especially appeal the people to struggle for the independence and liberty only. Many of 

us, therefore believed at that time that we could live in peace and compromise with the Communists 

when the country gained independence and peace. 

A similar process is underway now, not a few former pro-Vietcong in the West have established 
contact with the media, lobbies the U.S Congressmen, speaking around the campus .. to discredit and 
disturb the U.S 's political strategy of containing Communism, chiefly in Latin America. While Soviet 
Union freely produces and emplaces its nuclear weapons, invades other countries, supports the 

Communist guerrillas in some third world countries, the anti-American movement is growing up whose 

aim is to attack and discredit American efforts to counter Soviet moves. Under the guise of objectivity 

and morality mass anti-American demonstration are held. But there is ·no counterbalancing public 
movement to protest Soviet missile deployment, the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia, occupation of 
Laos or the Soviet forces in Africa. These liberal intellectuals and youths seem not to learn the lesson of 
Vietnam. 

Because people think that !f we.feed the bears, thehears will not bite us But the truth of Communists 
arc much different, and the Vietnamese Communists are the best lessons. 

After the Vietnam war ended in April 1975, there has been no more foreign troops and what is 
happing in Vietnam is not what is the people, especially the anti-war activists ever hoped, and struggled 
for during the I 960s and 70s. Not only thousands of former regimes civilians, soldiers, officiers .. but also 
many third force activists, anti-American movement leaders, Vietcong sympatizers and even many 
former Communist cadres, have heen imprisoned in the Soviet-typed Gulags. Among hundreds of 



thousands of boat people are not only pro-American people, but also Vietcong members who did not 
escape their country during war, but from the communist regime during peace. 

Despite overwhelming evidences of the hrutality of the Marxist regimes hefore Vietnam: China1 

Soviet. Western European countrics ... But people still suspected those tragedies. Today, it seems that 
still a number of people do not learn the lessons of Vietnam, especially the fate of non-communist 

progressive elements in a Communist front. Still pro-communist movements in South Korea, El­

Salvador, and still pro-communist liberals in the United States exist. 

Certainly there are conservative groups or rightist activists who have addressed this problem, but 

these people are immediately discredited by the liberals as C./A lackeys or reactionaries 

This proposal is a special one. The main speaker, Doan Van Toai is not a former conservative, but in 
contrast he was a radical student leader in Saigon. He was arrested many times by the pro-American 
regimes of South Vietnam and he was also a Vietcong sympathizer whose progressive credential has 
largely heen recognized. The left could not discredit him as reactionary or imperialist lackey. r n 
contrast they must learn from his own experiences. His flight got to the West only after being 
experienced Communism first hand to have the neccessary standing to educate opinion . 

. Joan Haez six years ago, Susan Sontag recently have surely done more to provoke objectivity and 
self-awareness within the American left thnn the most convincing conservative arguments ever could. 
One reason that the American anti-war movement is reluctant to look back at that period is not simply 
that the post-war history of Vietnam has been so tragic, it is that people do not relish acknowledging their 
own gullibility. I larrlson Salisbury, Staughton Lynd, Tom I layden, David Schoenbrun, among others, 
all found themselves popularising in the West Hanoi's position on such themes as the ahJence of 
Northern troop infiltration into the South, the independence of the N.L.F Vietcong, and Northern 
innocence of plans to annex the South. Intensified education is in order, not to divert the left from its 

social ideals, but to divorce it from its thoughtless support of Communist-led or Soviet-sponsored 

movements. As trade used to follow the flag, Gulag follows th final contest 

OB.JECTIVES : 

The main purposes of this proposals are : 

- to support the U .S policy containing Communism, namely in El-Salvador, Southeast Asia and else 
where. 

- to educate people redarding Soviet Expansionism, especially the tragedy of a Communist revolution in 
any Third World Countries. 
- to counteract and attenuate pro-communist intellectuals or propagandists in colleges or in third world 
countries. 

Besides his own research, first hand information and documents, speaker Doan Van Toai will use his 
own experiences and historical documents of the Vietnam war and the Vietnames Communists for his 
lectures. The based documents are his three major articles : 

- l.(•11rning From Vietnam, published in Encounter, London 
- A l.11mrnt for Vieh111m, p11hlishcd hy The New York Times ma~a1.ine, inserted in the Congre<1ciional 
Rl'ronl hy ( 'ongressrrnm Hobert Michell. 



- Yictnam : The Refugees and Silence, published by The Wall Street Journal , reprinted m 

Congressional Record by Congressman .Jack Kemp. 

SPEAKING TOllH: 

A temporary office will be set up to arrange the speaking tour, administer the budget and handle other 
ll'drnil:al mailers. 

- Set up a national wide program of lectures on approxiametely 100 major colleges such as Harvard, 
Tufts, Kennedy School, Boston College, MIT, Cornell, Columbia, Wisconsin, Berkeley, Los Angeles ... 
The tom will he interested in the lih~rnl campus and where the anti-American movement is growin~. 

- Debate publicly with pro-communist activists or anti-American speakers. 
THIRD WORI.D COUNTRIES: 
- a press conference first to mobilize public opinion, and then informal discussing with different groups 
including liberal, intellectual, religious and worker leaders. Finally giving lecture for public. More 

effectively if a speaking includes a debate with a local opponent. 

Suggested countries : Southeast Asia : South Korea, Thailand, Indonesia, and Philippines. South 
America : Argentina, Tahiti, El-Salvador, Brazil ,Columbia, Chile, Venezuela. 
European countries : Germany, Northern Europe and Turkey, Spain and Portugal. 

BUDGET: 

The budget can be administered by any institution of the funder. The speaker, however suggest 

that the budget can also be administered by either The Fletcher School of Law And Diplomacy 
where he was a researcher, or the U,C Berkeley's Institute Of Eastasian Studies where he is 

currently a visiting scholar or The Institute Of Southeast Asian Policy Analysis whose director 
is the speaker himself. 

Followings are only outlines of the budget : 

- A temporary office to arrange the lecture tour, publicize the program and make the schedule: 
$6,000.00 for a fiscal year. 

- Salary of the speaker (70% of time ) , approximately honorium is 500.00/each lecture 
$20,000.00 for a fiscal year. 

- document printings, pamplcts, publicity, telephone, fliers and ect. : $5,000.00/ for whole 
program. 

- transportation, hotels and foods for a tour around the U.S campuses only: $5,000.00 

For the third world countries tour, the cost of airfare, hotel and organizing is high. The speaker 
will discuss with the funder to make an accurate budget. 

REFERENCES: 

- Prof. ,John Roche, Academic Dean of The Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy, Boston. 
- Prof. Robert Scalapino, Director of the U,C Berkeley's Institute For East Asian Studies, 



Berkeley. 

- Mr.Carl Gershman, President of The National Endowvement For Democracy, Washington 
D,C. 

Mr.Gcrhman is an instrumental bringing him to the United States in 1980, and Dr.Scalapino is 
currently his supervisor at the U.C Berkeley. 

On Ju_ne 4 , 1986, three U.S Congressmen including Jack Kemp sponsored a Congressional 
reception honoring h_is memoir The Vietnamese Gulag which has been translated into many 
languages and acclaimed as the works of Garcin , Kafka, Orwell, Arthur Koestler and 
Solzinytchin. 

Lecturer : Doan Van Toai, Author. 

Doan Van Toai was a student activist in Vietnam during the Thieu period and was a founding editor and 
writer for the journal Tu Quyet.(Self-Determination). After the war he worked briefly for the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government's Financial Committee , then was arrested and imprisoned for over two and a 
half years without benefit of charges, trial, or sentence. In 1978 Toal fled from Vietnam for Paris. A year 
later he was invited to the United States as a researcher in Asian Studies at the Fletcher School Of Law and 
Diplomacy . Presently he is research associate at the Institute For East Asian Studies at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 

Since his arrival in the West Doan van Toai has devoted himself to speaking and writing on Southeast Asian 
Affairs. human rights, and related issues in American foreign Policy. His more than thirty five articles have 
appeared in such publications as the Washington Quarterly, Encounter, The New York Review Of Booki, 
the New York Times Magazine, Commentary, and the Christian Science Monitor and have been read into . 
the Congressional Record and proceedings of the United Nations General Assembly. Toai is the author or 
co-author of four books on Vietnam, most recently, The Vietnamese Gulag (Simon& Schuster, June 1986). 

With the publication of The Vietnamese Gulag Doan Van Toai will be established as the most visible and 
articulate survivor of Vietnam's post-war police state. Prior to publication, was accorded a congressional 
reception and an excerpt (published in Commentary) was read into the congressional Record. A combined 
French-American documentary television film based on his experiences and those of other political refugees 
who figure in his books is also underway. 

As a chronicler of Vietnam's revolution and a leading spokeman for Vietnamese human rights, Doan Van 
Toai is uniquely placed to elucidate both the techniques and social consequences of national liberation 
wars. Because he was a well-kown radical student leader in Nguyen Van Thieu's Vietnam and a political 
prisoner of the revolutionary regime, he can speak from his ownexperiences about the relationship between 
right-wing authoritarian governments and left-wing totalitarian ones. 

Vietnam remains the case study of modern day people's war and social revolution. What happened there is 
a subject of substantial importance to those concerned with similar events in Latin America and elsewhere. 
This proposal is for support for a lecture tour to approximately 100 colleges and political organisations to 
take place during this coming academic year. The purpose is to further general knowledge of the 
Vietnamese revolution and especially its aftermath, and to foster understanding of the significance of 
these events for present day American foreign policy. 
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64 A Lament for Vietnam 
A former South Vietnamese dissenter tells of his 
disillusionment with the victoriOilS Communists, 
his imprisonment at their hands, and of 
the new tyranny that North Vietnam has brought 
to his country since the war's end. 

A LAMENT VIETNAM 1 

A former South Vietnamese dissenter tells in a personal memoir of his I'. 

disillusionment with the victorious Communists, his imprisonment at their 
hands, and the new tyranny that North Vietnam has brought to his country. 

By Doan Van Toai 

hen the Com­
munists cook 
over North 
Viemam in 
1934, a mil­
lion refugees 
fled to the 

South. I personally heard sto­
ries of their incredible suffer­
ing. But, along with other 
South Vietnamese, I refused to 
believe them. A generation 
later, I could not believe Sol­
zhenitsyn's book "The Gulag 
Archipelago," either. I dis­
missed it as anti-Communist 
propaganda. But by 1979, I had 
published my own book, "The 
Vietnamese Gulag." Can those 
who have suffered the horror 
ot Communism ever convince 
those who have not experi­
eoced il? 

Doan Van Toai is writing a 
book about Vietnam called 
"Neither Peace Nor Honor" at 
Tufts University. 

Cop}·nghl© 1981. The New Yor" Time11 

From 1945, when I was born 
in the village of Caivon in Vinh 
Long province, 100 miles south 

~f Saigon. until I left Vietnam 
in May 1978, I never enjoyed 
peace. My family's house was 
burned three times in the war 
against the French. To escape 
the fighting, my parents 
moved from one village to an­
other throughout my youth. 
Like the majority of Vietnam­
ese patriots, they joined the 
resistance forces fighting the 
French. As I grew up, I myself 
sijW how the peasants were op­
pressed by the local officials of 
the successive Saigon re­
gimes, how they were victim­
ized by the French bombard­
ments. I learned the history of 
rny country's thousand-year 
struggle against Chinese occu­
pation and its century-long ef­
fon against Western domina­
tion. With this background, 
my compatriots and I grew up 
with a hatred offoreign inter­
vention. 

When the students at Saigon 
University elected me vice 

president of the Saigon Stu­
dent Union in 1969 and 1970, I 
participated in the different 
peace efforts. leading student 
demonstrations against the 
Thieu regime and against 
American involvement. I pub­
lished a magazine called Self. 
Determination, and traveled 
in January 1971 to California to 
give antiwar lectures at 
Berkeley and Stanford. For 
my activities, I was arrested 
and jailed many times by the 
Thieu Government. 

During that period, I be­
lieved that I was fulfilling my 
commitment to peace and the 
independence of my country . l 
had faith. too, in the program 
of the National Liberation 
Front (N.L.F .), which led the 
revolutionary resistance in 
South Vietnam. I hated Sai­
gon's rulers, men like Gen. 
Nguyen Van Thieu, Gen. 
Nguyen Cao Ky, Gen. Dang 
Van Quang - former soldiers 
of the French colonial army. • 
These were the men whom the 
French had recruited in the 

!940's to help destroy the Viet­
namese resistance. They had 
risen over the years to become 
leaders themselves, but they 
commanded no respect from 
the people. Because of their 
lack of popular support, they 
were predisposed to rely on 
foreign forces. 

As a student leader, I felt I 
had to pursue the aspiration of 
lhe Vietnamese people for 
democracy, freedom and 
peace. Naively, I believed that 
the Hanoi regime at least had 
the virtue of being Vietnam­
ese, while the Americans were 
foreign invaders like the 
French before them. Like 
others in the South Vietnam­
ese opposition movements, I 
believed that our Communist 
compatriots in the Nonh 
would be more amenable to 
compromise and easier to 
work with than the Americans. 
Moreover, I was hypnotized by 
the personal sacrifices and 
devotion the Communist lead­
ers had demonstrated. Ton 
Due Thang, former President 



of North Vietnam, for ex.amp.le, had 
been imprisoned for 17 years in a 
French !ail. I was hypnotized also by 
the political programs advocated by 
the N.L.F., which included a domestic 
policy of national reconciliation, with­
out risk of reprisal, and · a foreign 
policy of nonalignment. Finally, I was 
influenced by progressive movements 
throughout the wor!d and by the most 

reports aoout the economic situation 
in South Vietnam for the N.LF. 
(A!ter leaving the university, I had 
not been dratted by the South ~~~11( i¥~ 
namese Government because I was.~ ()<J 

the only son in.my family. And I had~_:::71 
not _i01ru'<i the Vietcong beca\L~ t.he ' 
N.L.F. f!illt I c.ou!d serve a more useful 
role providing financial reports from 
thebanit.) 

Several days after Saigon fell, the 
Provisional Revolutionary Govem­
inexit, formed by the N.J •. F., asked 
me to join tlie finance committee, a 
group ot intellectuals whose ;ob it was 
to advi5e the Government on mattc:-s 
ot economic policy. I complied will­
ingly, taking a pay cut of 90 percent. 
My flr.;t assignment was to help draw 
up a plan for cMflscatlng all the pri­
vate property in South Vietnam. 
Shocked, I proposed that we should 
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p~tigi1)1Js intelleotu.als in the West. 
My impresr;,ien was th.at d1,.1ring the 
1900's and early 70's the leaders of the 
American peace movement shared 
my cnnvictions. 

These convictions enil·ued through 
the signing of the 1973 Paris peace ac­
cords and the subsequent collapse oi 
the South Viemamese Govll!rnment 
two years later. Wne11 Hlxmuion was 

expropriate only the pr-operty of those 
who h11d cooperated wii'.h the former 
regime and thw;e who had used the 
war to become rich, and that we dis.. 
tribute it in some fashion to the poor 
and to the Victims ot the war, Commu­
nist and non-Communist alik.e. My 
proposals, ot course, were rejected. I 
wai, naive enough to t1ink tl'!at tile 
loca l cadres were mistaken, that they 
misunderstood the good intentions of 
tbe ColUl!\!un.ist Party l,?aders. I had 
many flgfmi With them, believing a~ I 
did Hanoi's previous statement that 
"the situation i.n the Sou:ch is very spe. 
cial and different from that of North 
Vietnam." A few mont."is before the 
liberation of Saigon. Le Duan, the 
First Secret.ary of the Communist 
Party, had said, "The South needs its 
own policy." 

In the end, I could not obey the ordt-Y-

1mmment, I was the one who told 
friends and relatives not to flee. "Why 
do you want to leave?" I asked. "Why 
are you afraid of the Communists?" I 
accepted the prospect of •mduring 
hardships to rebuild my country and l 
decided to stay in Vietnam and con. 
timw working as a branch manager ac 
a Saigon bank, where I had ~n for 
more than four years, writing secret 

to help arrange the confiscation of all 
private property, a plan that was sub­
sequently earned out. Such a scheme 
had nothing to do with fulfilling the as­
pirations of the South Vietnamese, 
and it went against my conscience. I 
decided to resign. 81.1t no one resigns 
in a Communist regime. The implica. 
tion ot nouc<mformity is intolerable to 
Communists. When f submitted my 
resignation, the chief ot the finance 
committee warned me that my acuon 
"would only ~.erve as propaganda to 
excite che people; here we never do it 
that way." Several days later. while l 
was attending a car.cert at the great 
National Theater (formerly the Na­
tional. Assembly Hall, which my fel­
low students and I had occupied so 
many times under the Thieu regime), 
I was arrested. No charges were 
made. no reasons wer-e given. 



Tite N- York Times Magaztne/•March 29, 1981 

D 
After the fall of Saigon, many pro­

gressive intellectuals and former an­
tiwar-movement leaders believed 
that the new Vietnamese regime 
would bring internal democracy and 
freedom from foreign domination. 
They believed that the new regime 
would pursue the best interests of the 
people, honoring Its promise to carry 
out a policy of national reconciliation 
without fear of reprisal. Far from ad­
hering to their promises, the Vietnam­
ese rulers have arrested hundreds of 
thousands of individuals - not only 

1 those who had cooperated with the 
Thieu regime but even those who had 
'lOl, including religious leaders and 
ormer members of the N.LF. 

Vietnam today is a country without 
any law other than the arbitrary di­
rectives of those in power. There is no 
civil code. Individuals are imptjsoned 
without charges and without .trial. 
Once in jail, prisoners are taught that 
their behavior, attitude and • good 
will" are the key factors in determin­
ing when they may be released -
whatever crimes they may have com­
mitted. As a consequence, prisoner.; 
often obey the guards blindly, hoping 
for an early release. In fact, thel' 
never know when they may be 
released - or when their sentences 
may be extended. 

How many political prisonen -
there In Vietnam today? And 
many of them have died In prisODS 
during the first six years of Commu­
nist rule? Nobody can know the enct 
numbers. '1be United States Depan­
ment of State bas said there are from 
150,000 to 200,000 prtsoners; Vietnam­
ese refugees estimate about one mil 
lion. Hoang Huu Quynh, an intellectu-_ 
a1-;agraduate of Moscow University, 
who served as a director of a technical 
school in Ho Chi Minh City (formerly 
Saigon), recently defected to France 
during his Government-sponsored 
tour of European countries. He told 
the French press: "There are at least 
700,000 prisoners in Vietnam today." 
Another witness, Nguyen Cong Hoan, 
a former member of the reunified Na­
tional Assembly, which was elected in 

-1976, who escaped by boat in 1978, said 
that he himself knew .. about 300 cases 
of executions" in his own province of 
Phu Yen. In 1977; officials in Hanoi in­
sisted that only 50,000 people, who 
posed the greatest threat to national 
security, had been arrested. But 
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong said, 
in the French magazine Paris Match, 
on Sept. 22, 1978, ''In over three years, 
I released more than one million 
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prisoners from the camps." One won­
ders how it is possible to release more 
than a million after having arrested 
only 50,000. 

When I was arrested, I was thrown 
into a three-foot-by.six-foot cell with 
my left hand chained to my right foot 
and my right hand chained to my left 
foot. My food was rice mixed with 
sand. When I complained about the 
sand, the guards explained that sand 

• is added to the rice to remind prison­
ers of their crimes. I discovered that 
pouring water in the rice bowl would 
make the sand separate from the rice 
and sink to the bottom. But the water 
ration was only one liter a day for 
drinking and bathing, and I had to 
husband-it carefully. 

After two months in solitary con­
finement, I was transferred to a col­
lective cell, a room 15 feet wide and 25 
feet long, where at different times 
anywhere from 40 to 100 prisoners 
were crushed together Here we had 

take turns lying down to sleep, and 
most of the younger, stronger prison­
ers slept sitting up. In the sweltering 
heat, we also took turns snatching a 
few breaths ot fresh air in front of the 
narrow opening that was the cell's 
only window. Every day I watched my 
friends die at my feet. 

In March 1976, when a group of 
Western reporters visited my pnson, 
the Communist officials moved out I 
the prisoners and substituted North 
Vietnamese soldiers. In front of the 
prisons, one sees no barbed wire, no 
watchtowers, only a few policemen 
and a large sign above the entrance 
that proclaims Ho Chi Minh's best­
known slogan: "Nothing Is More Pre­
cious Than Liberty and Independ­
ence." Only those detained inside and 
those who guard them know what kind 
of place is hidden behind that sign. 
And every prisoner knows that if he is 
suspected of planning to escape, his 
fellow inmates and relatives at home 
will be punished rather than he him­
self. 

We will never know precisely the 
number of dead prisoners, but we do 
know about the deaths of many well­
known prisoners who, in the past, 
never cooperated with President 
Thieu or the Americans: for example, 
Thich Thlen Minh. the strategist of all 
the Buddhist peace movements in Sai-

gon, an antiwar activist who 
was sentenced to 10 years in 
jail by the Thieu regime, then 
released after an outpouring of 
protest from Vietnamese and 
antiwar protesters around the 
world. Toien Minh died in 
Ham Tan prison after six 

months of detention in 1979. 
Another silent death was that 
of the lawyer Tran Van Tuyen, 
a leader of the opposition bloc 

• in the Saigon Assembly under 
President Thieu. This well­
known activist died in Commu­
nist hands in 1976, although as 
late as April 1977, Prime 
Minister Pham Van Dong was 
telling French reponers that 
Tuyen was alive and well in a 
re-education camp. One of the 
greatest losses has been that 
of the famous Vietnamese phi­
losopher Ho Huu Tuong. 
Tuong, a classmate of Jean­
Paul Sartre's in Paris in the 
1930's, was perhaps the lead­
ing intellectual in South Viet­
nam. He died in Ham Tan 
prison on June 26, 1980. These 
men were arrested, along with 
many others among the most 
prominent and respected 
South Vietnamese, in order to 
pre-empt any possible opposi­
tion to the Communists 

Some American supporters 
"1Jf-fftmei ruwe ignel'ed or ra­
tionalized these deaths, as 
they have the countless other 
tragedies that have befallen 
Vietnam since 1975. lt is more 
than ,e1y that they will con­
tinue t, maintain their silence 
in order to aVOid the profound 
disillusionment that accepting 

about Vietnam 
means them Yet if liberty 
an<I democracy are worth 
struggling for in the Philip­
pines, ID Chile, in South Korea 
or ID South Africa, they are no 
less worth defending ill Com­
munist countries like Viet­
nam. Everyone remembers 
tbe numerous demonstrations 

! protesting United States in­
volvement in Vietnam and the 
war crimes of the Thieu re­
gime. But some of those people 
who were then so passionately 

1 committed to democratic prin­
, ciples and human rights have 
• developed a strange indiffer­

ence now that these same prin­
ciples are under assault in 
Communist Vietnam. For ex­
ample, one antiwar activist, 
William Kunstler, refused to 
sign a May 1979 open letter to 
the Socialist Republic of Viet­
nam in which many former an­
tiwar activists, including Joan 
Baez, protested Hanoi's viola­
tions of human rights. Kuns­
tier . said, "I don't believe in 
criticizing socialist govern­
ments publicly, even if there 
are human-rights violations," 
and, "The entire Baez cam­
paign may be a C.I.A. plot." 
This statement reminds me of 

'· 

.\. . 
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the argument used by the 
Thieu regime to suppress op.. 
position: "The peace move­
ments and the opposition ac­
tivists are all the Communists' 
lackeys." 

There are other illusions rabout the current regime in 
Vietnam about which people 

' should be disabused. Many.._ i people believed that Ho Chi 
j Minh was primarily a natiol!:'_ 
} alist and that the Vietnamese 
l Communists were and are in-

l dependent of the Soviet Union. 
I believed the- same before 

li
ey took over SoutlrVlemam:­
ut ponraits of Soviet leaders 
ow adorn public buildings, 

schools and administrative of-
ces throughout "independent 
ietnam." In contrast, one 

never saw pictures of Ameri­
can leaders even during the so­
caHed puppet regime of Presi­
dent Thieu. The degree of 
subordination the present Gov­
ernment feels toward its 
Soviet patron is suggested by a 
famous poem by the well­
known Vietnamese poet To 
Huu, a member of the Polit­
buro and .president of the Com­
munist Party Committee of 
Culture. Here we have an op.. 
portunity to listen to a high­
ranking Vietnamese w~ on_ 
the occasion of Stalin's death: 

Oh, Stalin! Oh, Stalin! 
The love I bear my father, 

my mother, my wife, 
myself 

it's nothing beside_the love 
I bear you, 

Oh, Stalin! Oh, Stalin! 
What remains of the earth 

and of the sky! 
Now that you are dead. 

It may seem incredible that 
such a poem could have been 
written in Vietnam, which is 
known for the strength of its · 
family traditions and its feel- : 
ing for filial piety. Yet this 
poem occupied a prominent 
place in a major anthology of 
contemporary Vietnamese 
poetry recently published in 
Hanoi. 

Moreover, Le Duan, First 
Secretary of the Communist 
Party, said in his political re­
port to the reunified National 
Assembly in 1976: "The Viet­
namese revolution is to fulfill 
the internationalist duty and 
the international obligation," 
and to do so, in the words of the 
1971 party platform, "under 
the -leadership of the Soviet 

Union." The glorification of 
Soviet life is, in fact, a major 
goal of Communist Vietnam's 
censorship policy. 

Immediately after the fall of 
Saigon, the Government 
closed all bookshops and thea­
ters. All books published under 
the former regimes were con­
fiscated or burned. Cultural 

(Continued on Page 78) 

VIETNAM 
Continued from Page 69 

literature was not exempt, including 
translations of Jean-Paul Sartre, Al­
bert Camus and Dale Carnegie. Marga­
ret Mitchell's "Gone With the Wind" 
was on the list of decadent literature as 
well The new regime replaced such 
books with literature designed to indoc­
trinate children and adults with the 
idea that the "Soviet Union is a para­
dise of the socialist world." 

Another argument made at times by 
Western apologists has to do with free­
dom of religion in Vietnam .. One article 
in the new Constitution of Vietnam, 
adopted this year, declares that "the 
regime respects the liberty of the be­
lievers and also the liberty of the nonbe­
lievers." In regard to. this article, Le 
Duan has repeatedly proclaimed: "Our 
present regime is, a million times more 
democratic than any other in the 
world." The reality, though, is sug­
gested by an incident involving the 
desecration of a Buddhist pagoda, in 
which a nude woman, on orders from 
the Government, entered the pagoda 
during a worship service. When Thich 
Man Giac, a prominent Buddhist lead­
er, protested, the Government used the 
opportunity to try to discredit the Bud­
dhists as enemies of democracy -
specifically,· of the freedom to disbe­
lieve. Thich Man Giac, who had served 
as liaison between the Buddhists and 
the Communist Government, escaped 
Vietnam by boat in 1977 and is now liv­
ing in Los Angeles. 

□ 

AJI of those who supported the N.L.F. 
in its struggle should be aware of how 
they were betrayed and deceived. 
When Harrison Salisbury of The New 
York Times visited Hanoi in December 
1966, the leaders in Hanoi told him: 
"The direction of the struggle in the 
South is by the South and not by the 
North." Pham Van Dong, Prime Minis­
ter, said to Salisbury: "No one in the 
North had this stupid, criminal idea in 
mind" that the North wanted to annex 
the South. 

Yet in a victory-day celebration 
speech made on May 19, 1975, Le Duan 
said, "Our party is the uruque and sin­
gle leader that organized, controlled 
and governed the entire struggle of the 
Vietnamese people from the first day of 
the revolution . ., In his political repo~ 

!to the reunified National Assembly_ m 
I Hanoi on June 26, 1976, Le Duan _sa1~: 
"The strategic task of the revolution m 
our country in the new stage ts to 
achieve the reunification of our home­
land and to take the whole country rap­
iclly, vigorously and steadily to social-
ism, and Communism." . 
• • In 1976, the Provisional Revolution­
ary .Government formed by the N.L.F. 
was abolished, and South and North 
Vietnam were reunified under Commu­
nist rule. Today, among 17 members of 
the Politburo and 134 members of the 
Central Committee of the Vietnamese 
Communist Party, not a single one is 
from the N.L.F. (there are several 

members who had been North Vietnam 
Communist Party representatives With 
the N.L.F.). Even Nguyen Huu Tho, 
former chairman of the N.L.F., holds 
only the post of acting President of 
State, a ceremonial position that in­
volves greeting visitors and participat­
ing in festivals. But his position Will be 
abolished under the new Constitution. 

Listen to Truong Nhu Tang, 57 years 
old, a founder of the N.L.F., former 
Justice Minister of the Provisional 
Revolutionary Government, more re­
cently one of the boat people. Tang es­
caped in November 1979 and is now liv­
ing in Paris. He told reponers of his ex­
perience in a news conference in Paris 
in June 1980. Twelve years earlier, he 
said, when he had been jailed by the 
Thieu regime for his Communist activi­
ties, his father came to visit. "Why," ne 
asked Tang, "have you abandoned 
everything - a good job, a rich family 
- to join the Communists? Don't you 
know that the Communists will betray 
you and persecute you, and when you fi­
nally understand, it will be too late to 
wake up?" Tang, an intellectual, an­
swered his father: "You would do bet-
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ter to keep quiet and accept the sacri­
fice of one of your sons for democracy 
and our country"s independence .... " 

After the Tet offensive in 1:968; Tang 
was exchanged for three . American 
colonels who had been prisoners of war 
held by the Vietcong;. then he vanished 
into the jungle with the N.L.F. He had 
visited many Communist and third­
world countries on behalf of the N.L.F. 
during the war. Tang said in his news 
conference: "I was well _aware that the 
N.L.F. was a Communist-dominated 
national united front and I was na'ive 
enough to believe that Ho Chi Minh and 
bis party would place national interests 
above ideology and would place the in­
terest of the Vietnamese people above • 
the party's. But the people and I were 
wrong." 

Truong. Nhu Tang told of bis own 
knowledge of the way Communist rul-
ing circles operate: "The Communists 
are expert in the arts of seduction and 
will go to any length to woo you over to 
their side, as long as they don·•t control 
the Govenunent. But once they are in 
power they suddenly become harsh, un- -
grateful, cynical and brutal." Tang 
summarized current conditions In Viet­
nam: "The family is divided, society is 
divided, even the party is divided." 

Looking back now on the Vietnam 
war, I feel nothing but sorrow for my 
own na'ivete in believing that the Com­
munists were revolutionaries worthy of 
support. In fact, they betrayed the Viet­
~mese people and deceived progres­
sives throughout the world. The respon­
sibility for the tragedies that have en­
gulfed my compatriots is mine. And 
now I can only bear witness to this truth 
so that all former supporters of the 
Vietcong may share their responsibility 
with me. 

While I was in jail, Mai Chi Tho, a 
member of the Central Committee of 

the Communist Pany, addressed a se­
lected group of political prisoners. He 
told us: "Ho Chi Minh may have been 
an evil man; Nixon may have been a 
great man. The Americans may have 
had the just cause; we may not have 
had the just cause. But we won and the 
Americans were defeated because we 
convinced the people that Ho Chi Minh 
is the great man, that Nixon is a mur­
derer and the Americans are the invad­
ers." He concluded that "the key factor 
is how to control people and their opin­
ions. Only Marxism-Leninism can do 
that. None of you ever see resistance to 
the Communist regime, so don't think 
about it. Forget it. Between you - the 
bright intellectuals-and me, I tell you 
the truth." 

And he did tel,!. us · the truth. Since 
1978, the VJetnamese Communists have 
occupied Laos, invaded Cambodia and 
attacked Thailand, while the Soviet 

[ 
Union has invaded Afghanistan. In 
each of these depredations, the Com­

, munists have portrayed themselves, in­
: credibly, as liberators, saviors and bul-
warks against foreign aggression. And 
each time, world opinion has remained 
relatively quiescent. 

But in Vietnam, people often remark: 
"Don't believe what the Communists 
say, look instead at what they have 
done." One South Vietnamese Commu­
nist, Nguyen Van Tang, who was de­
tained 15 years by the French, eight 
years by Diem, six years by Thieu, and 
who is still in jail today, this time in a 
Communist prison, told me : "In order 
to understand the Communists, one 
must first live under a Communist re­
gime." One rainy evening in Saigon's 
Le Van Duyet prison, he told me: "My 
dream now is not to be released; it is 
no~ to~ my family. ~y dream is that 

I could be i.ck in a French prison 30 
years ago." This is the one wish of a 60-
year-old man who has spent his entire 
_adult life in and out of prison fighting 
for the freedom and the independence 
of his country. At this moment, he may 
already have died in his cell or have 
been executed by the new rulers. 

The Vietnamese people Wish to 
achieve the real revolution; they do not · 
want Communism. The measure of 
popular hatred for the Communists is 
that thousands of Vietnamese have 
abandoned their historical attachment 
to the land. Under French colonial 
domination, throughout the long war 
years, even during the catastrophic 
famine of 1945 when-two million starved 
to death, Vietnamese simply did not 
willingly leave their homeland - the 
land of their ancestors' graves. The re­
cent outpouring of refugees is a direct 
result of the terror of the present re­
gime. Listen to another refugee, 
Nguyen Cong Hoan, former N.L.F. 
agent and member of the new unified 
Assembly elected in 1976: "This cur­
rent regime is the most inhuman and 
oppressive [Vietnam] has ever 
known." Hoan escaped by boat in 1977, 
after abandoning his position in the 
Communist Assembly. "The Assem­
bly," he declared, "is a puppet, the 
members know only how to say yes, 
never how to say no." 

Among the boat people who survived 
including those who were raped by pi: 
rates and those who suffered in the 
refugee camps, nobody regrets his es­
cape from the present regime. I am 
confident that the truth about Vietnam 
will eventually emerge. It is already 
available to those who wish to know it. 
As Solzhenitsyn has said, "Truth 
weighs as heavy as the world." And 
Vietnam is a lesson in truth. ■ 
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alter being told of the avaUable altcrna• 
tives. 

There are also accounts of instances ln 
which the ,.d,•ice of rigl,!.S hos been lollo"'ed 
by what Mr. Steiner termed "mental coer• 

., clon." "They're told if they want a hearing 
• r "s)·lum the~··11 have to stay In Jail, or that 

,eir relatl\·l's will be arrested." he said. 
"You'll get an over-realous border guard 

"'ho says. 'You either go back or we'll lock 
i·ou away for the rest of your IUe,' .. Mr. 
Arnold said. "So the po lccts to go 
back:·• 

OF ILLIICOII 

IN THE HOUSE or RURESElffATIVES 

Thursday. April 2, 1981 
• Mr. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker, those 
who worked to see to It that the South 
Vietnamese Oo\·ernment was finally 
conquered by the tan.ks of the Com­
munlSt North Vietnamese Anny have 
much to answer for. Despite over­
whelming evidence of the brutality of 

ommunist dictatorship In Vletna 
day, those who told us that such 
ctatorshlp \\'as what the Vietname 

P pie wanted are curiously sile t 
ab • t their terrible error. 

I mmend to their attention a ar-
ticle earing ln the New York 
Sunday ag-azi'-·--"""7"1-:.-·• 
forVietna. •• 

At this t . e r-.~:u__..k>"1..a 
Vietnam" b 
Sunday N·~.,l'i~-~~ ...... ...,,--~:-:::: 
March 31, 1981. 

A l..u:ENT FOR VIETNAM 

CB)' Doan Van Toail 
When the Communists took over North 

Victnnrn In !954. a million rcfuget-s fled to 
the South. I personally heard stories o! 
their Incredible suffering. But. along with 
other South Vlctnnm!'se. I ' refused to be­
lle1·e t1'em. A generation later. I could not 
belie,•e Solzhenttsnfs book "The Gulag 
Archiprlago," either. I cllsmisSt>d lt a.s antl­
Commumst propnganda. But by 1979, I had 
published mr own book. "The Vietnamese 
Gulag." C:,.n those who have suffered the 
horror of Communism ever convince those 
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. WIWAM F. BUCKLEY .ir. 

Vietnam.'s Gulag Is Too 
Familiar to Absorb · 

The New York Times has shown 
courage and integrity in publishing 
an article ("A Lament for Vietnam," 

• New York Times Magazine, March 
29) by a South Vietnamese (Doan 
Van Toai) now affiliated with Tufts 
University, where he is writing a 
book about his experiences. They 
are illuminating, and tragic. 

Toai~was a South Vietnamese dis­
sidenr- one of those Vietnamese the . 
American peace movement cheered 
along as they deplored American in­
tervention in Vietnam, denounced 
the r.egime of President Thieu and 
confidently urged their countrymen 
to cooperate with the insurgents and 
the liberating armies. of Ho Chi 
Minh, secure in the knowledge that 
when Western forces were finally 
extruded, peace, freedom, democra­
cy and harmony would come again, . 
after 300 'years, to Indochina. 
- When the North.Vietnamese tanks 
rolled in, Toai was a member of the 
cheering section and because he had 
_had banking· experience, was as­
signed the job of helping to expro­
priate •an private property." Surely 
you don't mean all private property, 
he asked. Surely you mean only the 

• property of those who cooperated 
with Thieu and the Americans, and 
those who.got rich off the war? 

cent Moscow-trained defector. an 
academic who served as a director 
of a technical school, says "at least 
700,000." In 1977, Hanoi insisted that 
the figure was (a mere) 50,000. But 
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong said, 
in the magazins-Paris Match in 1978, 
"In over three years, I released more 
tfilm 1 million prisoners from the 
camps." Toai comments: "One won­
ders how it ts possible to release 
more than a· million after having ar­
rested only 50,000." 

One wonders about other .things. 
The figures quoted above, to r.p!l.vey 
reality to Americans, should be mul­
tiplied by 10 for comparison. If you 
t~e the figures of the defecting in­
tellectual, which lie at roughly mid­
point between the refugees' figures 
and the State Department's, you have 
the equivalent of 7 million Ameri­
cans in concentration camps. 

Had enough? 
Not Toai. He doesn't understand 

American apathy now, contrasted 
with American excitement when the 
(relatively) trivial derelictions of 

. Thieu (fighting a civil war) were ex­
posed. He Jinds little interest, in 
America, in the ,ideological thor­
oughness -or the •Vietnamese rev­
olution, very little curiosity about 
the utter disappearance of Vietnam-

Not The Metropolitan Club e~e sovereignty. Such is their vassal-
When he was directed to confis- age to the Soviet Union that a 

cate the land even of indigent peas- national struggle for liberation from 
ants he balked, and resigned from foreign control is symbolized by the 

.. the communist Party. He did not dirge composed by_the new poet lau­
, know tha.t resigning from the Com- reatt: To Hun, president of the Com­

munist Party in 8 Communist coun- - munist Party Committee _of Culture, 
try is different from resigning froin wh~ ~elebrates _the anniversary of 
the Metropolitan Club. Stalins death with the words: 

• So: the old, hauntingly familiar Oh, Stalin! Oh, Stalin! 
story· - how many tales of Gulag can The. love r bear my father, 
we absorb? Albert Jay Nock once 
wrote that the difficulty with por­
nography is that copulative fancies 
are finite:So, really, are tales of tor­
ture. I give, therefore, only the first 
three sentences of his account of his 
ordeal. "When I was arrested, I was 
thrown into · a 3-foot-by-6-foot cell 
with my left· hand chained to niy 
right foot and my right hand 
chained to my left foot. My food was 
rice mixed with sand. When I com­
·plained aboat the sand, the guards 
explained that sand is added to the 
rice to remind prisoners of their 
crimes. "You can take it from there. 
• Or, you can go the macro route. 

How many political prisoners like 
Toai are there today in South Viet­
nam'? The State Department · esti• 
mates 150,000 to 200,000. Vietnamese 
refugees estimate one million. A re. 

my mother, my wife, 
myself 

It's nothing beside the love 
I bear for you. 
Oh, Stalin! Oh, Stalin! 
What remains of the earth and of 

the sky! 
Now that you are dead., 

I don't know-about the earth and 
the sky; but·can infer that much has 
happened to Vietnamese poetry 
since the fall of Saigon, but not much 
- Joan Baez and a few of her com­
panions being notable exceptions -
by way of expiation from Americans 
who backed the positions of Doan 
Van Toai the innocent, and fortu­
nately were spared the vicissitudes 
of his re-education. 

.a, 

"" 
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wealth of Pe.nm;ylv.:U'.ilii are proud of 
P101.11 Wf!st.e • 

VIETNAM: WHO \VILL SPF.AK 
OUT NOW FOR HUM.AN RlGHTS? 

HON. JACK KEMP 
.OF JH:W YORX 

IM THE HOUSE or ro:.l'RESE.ITTATIV'.ES 

Tuesday, ,"llav 5, 1981 
@ Mr. KEMP. Mr. Speaker, last week• 
·end scime 25,000 demonstrators. pro­
test ing a wide variety or causes, 
marched on the Pentagon, prom oting 
more th'll.ll one commentator to draw 
parallels with anti-Vietnam marches 
in years gone by. - . 

Doan Van Toal spend a good dea.l o! 
t ime on Amerlr.a's campuses in the 
late l960's· and early 1970's, speaking 
on behalf of the Vietcong, champion-
1.."lg their cause. And i.·hen It was over, 
and America pulled out. Doan Ve.n 
Toai went home. 

But Doall Vs.n Toal WM not a Com• 
muni.st. In a Communist controlled 
Viet.nun. Doan Van Toa.I was put In a 
,;:oncentration camp. There he stayed 
nearlY 4 years, giving him ample time 
to reflect upon what had happened in 
his country, aud his O'll.'11 role in-bring­
ing those changes about. 

Now b e has returned to the United 
St.ates, bringing a !a.r different mes­
sage about what Vietnam ls today. 
Agrl.i.n, he is appealing to the ll berals 
in tht: American politics.I speetrum 
looking to thern to denounce the bru­
tality and repression that ha.s been vis­
ited upon his country by the Commu­
nist aggressors. He wonders why they 
n..re sile11t in the face or such a mas.">lve 
violation of human right& 

What Doan Van Toai has to say 
needs to be beru,i, For In unde:rstar1d- . 
Ing what Vletniun has become, we 
bei;:l.n to understand what Americ-.A wu 
flghtllltii'. to prevent~ The followms a.rtl-
cle by Mr,._!Jrl~~~ f;h e WR,ij 
~~et :ro:"llpl., CU1 , tl l 1 

Vn:n,....:: R:avczu......, Su.1,10cs 
rn1 Doan Van Tt>all 

Six ye!IJ'8 1.80 th.la month. the Unlt.ed 
Sta.tea ended It.a 20-,eu Involvement l.n 
VleUlazn by wllhdrawlnlf It.a l roop&. Thua 
<me mhiht have assumed thal the friend,;; 
Vietnam seemed to have made throuirhout 
the world In those yea~ would now be i::ele­
bra, lng the sixth trlumphllnt ann iversary of 
the tr victory. 

But thll p,..st F'ebrua.ry, wh!I~ Hanoi was 
c;-lebrat\ng poor. humble Vletna.m's sixth 
year of unlflcallon, the people continued to 
..-ate against the reirirne by fleeln11 the coun• 
try. 

The Sixth National Assembly or the \Tlet.­
narnese Communists has reeenl.ly 11.pproved 
a new constltution, which ui only a copy !!I! 
the Sov1e\ constitution. The? will create t. 
new orr.v..n. the St.ate Council, and Its chair, 
man will proba.bly be Mr. Le Duan. who 1.11 
now secretary gene ral of the party. The new 
a..ssem bl.y Is scheduled to be voted on th!.a 
weekend. a.nd It w1JJ form the new govern• 
ment. This w1U present the best opportunity 
for Le Duan and Le Due Tho to streng-then 
their p<>wera and t!.ghten their Ues w,th the 
SovieL"L 

Hoang Van Hoang, a close associate of Ho 
Chi Mlnh's wd a former member ot th!'! 
party politburo who escaped to China in 

.,i u, saye., 11 ,,, ;:e.n!lJ'll .. a:; so "'''. • ~•e- M:iy the author pose a. que.&twn 10 ·,om 
penr!en~ .;·' :·ne .:;o,--i;-t -~[1101".,'·~""' :t l:u,d t.o B.:yden: Don't, th~ highest ~iwemment au-
do wha-.vei Mosco., ";, ~ed. rh e:;.e worw: thorltles o! the Comm:.mlsts know hc-w t.o 
have been affln-ned .. b[ 7ov!cUeader Brezh• !le and to deceive the West? Le O\ic •n,o, 
ne'I, who hu sa!d. v;e.nam .. is non· a solid the ma.'"l who negotiated wtth Dt. I-Cls.m:ger 
outpost of r,ur sociaHs, camp, on the Farb pea.ce agy-cement. deceivnll the 

s'.t....t.rn r.s ar.·n.11rn Viest ln his Paris new~ conference ot M.a.y 
Vietnam rep.rds Stalin !\S a figure o! rev• lii''12 by SD.Yini, "Since I !lave retume,:i to 

erence. His wr!l,tn.r; e.re widely sold and hlS Parts, this is the !i!th time wi, i uive ded:i.red 
portrait app~ In pu bl.i.c places and in elei..r-ly that the DllG &overmrnent !Ha.non 
classroolTll! throughout the country. A poem a.nd t he PRO (Viet Cong) have never -.·i.;hed 
by To Huu, a member o! the polltburo, Is t<> !orce 11, Communist govei"lll1lt'l.t on South 
taught in hi~h ~chools: "Vietnam has Uncle Vietrui.m.." 
Ho. the world has S talin / When Vietnam r..e Due Tho is now one of the most power-
has pell.Ce, the'wor\d u;'fil have liberty." ful lel!.ders or the Vietnamese Conununi.rt 

It is all so di!fer-ent from the first. w,,ys of Party. He he.s three brothers who are rill 
victory six yeB.TS ago, when the Vietnamese members of the central commit.tee of the 
Communist leaders proudly declared, "We party and hold important positions. One 
deleat-ed the French colonial ists, the Japa- brother Is secretarr general of the trade 
nese tnvade1-s ll.,,"ld then the Americ.-u1 !mpe- union. another Ls may<>r of Ho ChJ Mlnh 
tlallst.s. We will successfully build our new Clt,y and chief of security forces In South 
country, We shall a.,;,,:ornplish all obipllons, Vietnam and the last brother is a three-star 
o,,ercomie all d!!11culties and defeat ll.ll new genenw ~.nd minlster iH tnnsportation. 
enemies." In democratic countries. citizens use their 

Le Duan. succ,;ssor to Ho Chi Minh as vot.r.-s w express their opposition to or their 
party leader, al.so st.ated before the first support for their government.. In bogus 
meeting of the first . Unified Assembly in democratic· countries lik~ Sout h korea. 
June 1916: ··we shall 'ouUd our country ten ChUe, South Africa or South Vietnam 
times bigger and t.en times more beautiful." bdore t he Communist.a took over, the 
He is parl.i&llY truthful: He o,xuple·d Laoos. people of~.n employe<I Weg&J demonstra• 

-1nvad<:d CUnbodla. and attacked Thailand. t.iom or strtlte.s to protest ai.ni.r,st their d.lo-
Vlet= Ill not more be&ull!ul. It is one ot t.alori.itl government,;. But today there are _ 

the 20 ~orest countries In the world. It has ooly t.wo ways !or the Vietnamese to vot.e 
1.6 m!Uion :.oldiers In 11.6 >1Ctlve army. the a.e-.ainst the current rcirtme: either be ell· 
!!!th largest &rmY ID the world. On Mai-cb pelled to the New Economic Zones ·1n the !l!.l' 
13. the government promulga.t.ed a.n order tc Jun~·le a.nd be imprison.-<! In the l[lant gulag 
draft Into the army &11 able-bodied youth$ throughout the. country, or risk thel.r live!. 
reaching 18 )'ears of a.ee .for "the cause of fleeing toe country, 
building the country and defending; the so­
cialist fatberlam!..w 

Povert:, In Vler..nam toda,y ls u bad as IL 
h"" ever been. The food ;;hort~es arc the 
worst sine~ 194.S, when II la.mine killed two 
million people. • 

The countr;-'s flr8t five-year i,l:,.n predict­
ed the production of 21 million tons of rice 
ea.ch year, but this country o.f 55 mlUlon 
=ple harvested onll' 10 million tons 1n 
1980. two million less than tn 1979. Ra.lions 
o! lice f:iven to the cadi'lm h.ave fallen off. 
Some bo:r.t people who left Virtnam recent.ly 
t.old me mownel.Y. "No one die-cl of hunger 
In SaJ,ion, but wme have dled of hutlJler In 
no ChJ Mlnh Clt.y."' 

VietnameR ot!lc!.a.l., cite bad "·e.at.her, bu­
rco.ucratlc wuddl]na and corrupt otrlcials u 
the reasolll! tor the grow!nt •hortae;e of 
food. But the root cause of thla problem Ls 
their own a.ctlorui: dep!!nding on the S<l\1et 
tlnlon, actlns I.he role or Cuba ln Southeast. 
Asia. lnva.dlng Cambodia llml l.lllPOSlnlc 
Marxist-Len.111.bt Ideology o~·er the v.hole: 
countn. 

Vletnam'1 !onner rev~,)utlona.rics h&,.., 
today come to be reg11,rded by Western 
PL•bllc opinion as tn,•adern In their reelon. 
But the Northern Vletn.o.rnese Cornmunlst.'1 
have been im·ade~ fol' a Joni time. In the 
sprlni o! 197S, the Northern Vietnamese 
Communist a.nny cor,qucred South Vietnam 
In a cla.SSic Invasion 11,1t h Soviet tanks, 
planes and weal)Or.s. They not only elimi­
nated the South V!et.namese government 
but hrutaly ellmlna.Led the N&tlona.l L!ber· 
a.lion Front, or Viet Cong, who had been 
called by the Communists and their West· 
ern supporters " lhe sole genulne representa, 
live ori.an of the South Vietnamese per,ple." 

One should rec:all that ln the 1960s. lXUUlJ' 
of the anti-war activists did not believe t hat 
a.ny of this could possibly come to pass. Tom 
Hayden. husband or Jane Fonda. after re­
turning trorn Hanoi In 1966, released a 
statement repeating the words of Pha m Van 
Dong, prime minister of North Viet.mun. 
that "the presence or the North Vietnamese 
troo_ps in South Vtetns.m Is a sheer fabrica­
tion, of the IJ.S. government.·· And Tom 
Ha.vden lnstructed the American leftl~t,; 
v,tth hls commen t, "We th ink tr.at this 
den ial ha.s not prt\1ousiy been made in such 
absolute lemi.s by the hlghestl government 

A vu:r cotfc n::o.s sok.RY 
Truong l'Thu Tang recently formed ln 

Pa.rt, n tront ca.ll<!'d the Nationa.l Salvation 
Cowtcil t.o p.Uler a.ll Vletnll!Ilese to !ii.ht 
the cu.rrent Communist re~rne In VieU>am. 
'l'ruon.g Nhu Tun.:. one ot u,., founders ot 
the NRl.ional Llberation Front <Viet Cone> 
lt.lld t. former Juslice mini.ster of the prov!• 
,tonltl revolutionary iovernrnent. fled the 
country In a llnY oot.t In l 97D. TTuonir Nhu 
Ul.ni "'-¥• he ?eels wrmw abou!. hls past na­
ivete &nd WI.shes lo continue to flg:ht for the 
independence and freedom of hl.s compatrl· 
OIA. 

Desp!Le ov~rwhelmln11 evidence of u,e 
brut.Allty of I.he Comrounlat dictatorship ln 
Vletnun. th~e who tald ua that •uch a dJ<> 
tatorshlp b what t.he Vietnamese paop.le 
wa.n\.ed &re curloualy sll<!nL Some of the 
ant! -11,·ar authon, wrote many book., and ar­
ticles &ayl.ne durlne the war yea.rs that the 
Viet Cong ,-·ere really Independent from the 
Hanoi Communlst.s nnd that H11,noi did not 
want to impose Communism on South Viet• 
nam. 

I 8.10 not a.nary v:itfi thr.s<! i,,e,,ple a.bout 
their past ant\,war a:cttv1ty lf u,ey did It for 
t he Interests of the people 11.11d not !or a 
small group of Vietmuncse Communists. 
But do they f e-,J sorrow to.c:l&,y. that the 
Com munis.t.s deceived them? Why do they 
keep sllenz about the pn.-,sem tnJ.l! e-cties ln 
Indochina? This amnesia l.s crlmlnll.l. Their 
silence damages the r eputation o! the le!t. 

Arne~lc:&n lin¥Ulst Noam Ch on>!:11.y said 
categorlciuly th,a;l there ha.s been no bloo,1-
b~th tn Vietnam. But t.bere are many -,.·ay3 
t,; kill people withou~ sheddlnr a drop of 
b!O<>d. TJ1er e Is t.echn!eall:; no bloodbath ln 
Viet nam, but who can say how many sH~nt 
dealhs have occurred on the h ie-h segs? R ow 
many hs.\'C died hidden In the \s"letMmese 
gulag? 

While former~ &ctl•ist stUl .protest 
u·ar by Am.erica. l.hey \1.eep. silel>i about 
Soviet im·asions. While they raise their 
voices to deneuru:e Soulh Korea. and !:.'l Sal­
,·ador, they keep ,Uen t about the tr.agedies 
In Vie tnam. wha,·e the people mu.st support 
Lhe insupl)Orl,able and suHer lhe iru:ufler­
able.e 
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In Vietnam's Gulag, 

The Captives Die 
A Slow Death 

By DoAN VAN TOAi 

One evening about five years ago r was 
at a concert iu Saigon given by the Na­
tional Concert Orchestra of North Vietnam. 
Suddenly. down lhl' aisle marched Commu· 
nlst secret police, all carrying guns. They 
came up to me. and said: "Let's go out­
side." 

They led fTl<' into an office o{ the thca· 
ter. They said: "Arf.' you Mr. Doan Van 
Toal?" and I answered: "Yes." They 
didn • t say anything more but forced me to 
stand there for about an hour. Later they 
took me to police headquarters and said: 
··we are arresting you." I asked: "Why 
are you arresting me. what have I done?" 
but they only replied: "The best thing Is 
for you to think and remember. It is tor 
you to work out." 

I was taken to a small ce!l. It was very 
dark-the only light coming from a small 
hole In the wall through which I could 
breathe fresh air. The first nigh! I slept 
easily as I was still optimistic because I 
knew l hadn't done anything. 

Each day I made a notch on the wall 
and soon I had been there for seven weeks. 
My only visitor was another prisoner-a 
girl who every morning would bring me a 
bowl of rice. • 

The first day shr came I was very hun­
gry and began to gulp the rice down but I 
soon realized they must have mixed some 
sand with it. It was Impossible to eat. 
When they finally called. me for question· 
ing I asked the offlc!al why they had put 
sand in my rice. "So you remember what 
you have done wrong in the past," he said. 

They made me write an account of my 
life and every momlng would take me to 
their office where the air was very fresh. I 
wrote pages and pages so as to postpone 
the time when I would once more be shut 
up all day long. 

* * * I had first become involvPd In politics 
when l was a pharmacy student at Saigon 
University in the 1960s. At that time I be­
lieved Thieu was head of nothing but a 
puppet govemment In the hands of the 
Americans. l became Interested in the 
struggle for peace at Saigon Universlly 
and was elected vice president of the stu­
dent union. When the student union pres!· 
dent was arrested, I urganlz~ student 
demonstrations all over Vietnam against 
the Thieu government. For this as well as 
other activities, I was arrested and Impris­
oned many times by that government. 

During these years the National LibPra­
tion Fmlll had approaC'hed me to join 

them. But I refused, preferring to support 
their goals independently thrnugh the stu· 
dent union. At the end of the war in May 
1975, I was asked to join the finance com­
mittee of lhe provisional revolutionary gov­
ernment. I agreed, but in a spltt over pol­
Icy I soon resigned. (Although tht> Commu­
nists never told me this, I believe that my 
resignation was the cause of my arrest.) 

Alter I fln!Slled my account I was taken 
to Le Van Duyet prison in the center of 
Saigon where l stayed for over two years. 

I was put In a small cell with 50 others. 
Peoplr died every day through lack of 
medical attention and In the evening you 
could hear the voices call out: "Warden, 
this is room number three, someone has 
Just died." 

I was worried about my French wife 
and three sons and was anxious for them 
to leave Vietnam. I knew there could be re­
prisals against them and through one of 
the prison wardens-a former friend-I 
sent a letter to my wife saying not to wait 
for my release but to take the children to 
France. And If she had to write a letter to 
the authorities denying my existence. then 
she must. 

When she finally left for France in June 
1977, I felt easier. Then I heard the news of 
my mother's death. She had been denied 
medical treatment because she had one 
son In prison ;ind another who had left with 
the Americans. I was very sad and very 
angry and through my friend again sent a 
letter to the chief of the secret police in 
Saigon saying: "You are responsible [or 
my mother's death. I have now been In 
prison for 27 months and I still don't know 
what I have done to oppose the Commu­
nists. If you find out nothing then you must 
release me." More important, I had my 
friend bribe an Important official. 

Later I was called to the prison com­
mandant's office and was told I was re­
leased. He said that the government 
needed me to cooperate with them. "If we 
give you an exit visa you must tell the 
West how wonderful everything Is here. 
And how well we treat our prisoners." I 
agreed with them, but only I knew what I 
would really tell the West. 

I was given an exit visa but didn 't leave 
Vietnam immediately. In prison I had 
givr.n up hope for a free Vietnam. I had be­
come very angry and very ashamed to 
have ever supported the NLF, I wanted to 
get rid of the Communist regime. But then 
I said to myself: "I thtnk this because I 
have been In prison for over two years. Be· 
fore I leave I must find out if the rest of 
tile country feels the same way." 

I discovered that everyolit. hated the re­
gjme because they were always hungry 
and were even less free than thry had been 
under President Thieu. In Virt11am today 
th<'re are over 800,000 people in prison and 
in so-called re-education camps. In Cambo­
dia the pollUcat prisoners · were exterml· 
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natl'\:! quickly but in Virtnam thry die 
slowly. 

When I was released my friends still m 
prison asked me to tell the wor!d what is 
happening and, if no one will stand up to 
the Vietnamese Communists. to send them 
cyanide to put an end to their agony. "Help 
us to die quickly," they said. 

In Vicl.nam nobody dares to protest for 
fear of arrest. Few people abroad speak 
because they fear for the safety of their 
families still in Vietnam. 

But even ii it means the death of myself 
and my family, I must do something for 
the thousands of prisoners who die each 
year and the millions of people who have 
to support the unsupportable and accept 
the unacceptable. 

Doan Van Toai is doinq rcserzrch 111 

Tufts Universlly's Fletcher School of Lnu.1 

and Diplomac1J on a book about Vietnam. 
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Learning froin Viet Nain 
The Pattern of Liberation Movements 

T HERE mav well be a .. Viet Nam·· of the 
I 980s. and for a while It seemed that El 

Salvador was well on its way. All the ingred­
ients are there: an oppressed peasantry. an 
entrenched landlord class. a history of corrupt 
government. a pseudo-colonial past. an ener­
getic leftist guerrilla movement. and a US gov­
ernment with the will to intervene . Domestic 
confrontation within the United States also ap­
pears ready to take up precisely where it was 
interrupted by the signing of the Paris 
Peace Accords. 

Only nine years have passed since Viet Nam 
provided much of the American and European 
Left with the chance to define a posture vis-a-ris 
international intervention by the USA. In the 
process. Viet Nam developed into a moral sym­
bol that transformed the US national debate 
into a drama of civil disobedience and street vio­
lence that added a heavy emotional overlay to 
the anti-intervention position. Although there 
have been a few notable defections from the 
Peace movement since then (Joan Baez. Ber­
nard-Henri Levy. Jean Lacouture. and now 
Susan Sontag). that same emotion-charged 
resistance seems still to be on tap. Already 

DOA :-< \ "A:-< ToA1 1rus a lefi-1ri11g 
student 1\'110 spent manr rears 
11'i1/i 1/ie Viel Cong: he then 
1\'orkt•cl briefly for the Hanoi 
regime umil his arres1 and his 
a,rnkening 10 the human realities 
ll'hich he recorded in his hook 
"The Vietnamese Gulag. " He 
lil'es noll' in the (.,'SA ll'here he is 
a research associate at Tulis 
Unil'ersity 's Fletcher School of' 
Lair & Diploman·. DA YID 

CHAN0FF is a Teaching Fellou· 
at Hanard Uni1•ersitr. 
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Noam Chomsky has warned that "there is over­
whelming opposition to US involvement in El 
Salvador: the popular response has been quite 
vocal. ... -- Even the offer to send a peace-keep­
ing force of US Marines to the Lebanon to 
"help" the evacuation of the PLO evoked night­
marish fears of a "Viet Nam syndrome ... 

Yet even so. reappraisal is in the air. and the 
once apparently clear "lessons of Viet Nam". 
both pragmatic and moral, are being subjected 
to review. Facing such a reappraisal is particu­
larly unpleasant for those who once believed 
that the N LF,'Vietcong was in fact "the sole 
genuine representative of the South Vietnamese 
people" (as Le Due Tho so often expressed it). 
and that the eventual goal was "socialism in the 
North. democracy in the South" (Le Duan's 
phrase, the most popular revolutionary slogan 
of the early 1970s). But there appears to be 
a growing consensus that understanding 
American involvement in Viet Nam is a pre­
requisite to formulating a foreign policy for El 
Salvador or anywhere else in an endangered 
world that is different from the reflex strategy of 
escalating military entanglement or the equally 
reflex strategy of ll'ithdrawal. In Viet Nam. the 
former approach brought the USA 300.000 
casualties and military failure: the latter. 
500.000 refugees and political failure. No one 
wants to be doomed to repeat that particular 
history. 

F1RST AMONG the lessons that Viet Nam teaches 
concerns the composition of liberation-war 
guerrilla movements. It is perhaps not widely 
remembered that the Viet Minh was born in 
1941 as an anti-French "front" organisation 
that included nationalists. religious groups. and 
non-Communist Leftists. together with a tightly 
disciplined Communist minority that effec-
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uvely. chough covertly. exercised concrol. After 
Oien Bien Phu ( 1954). non-Communise revolu­
tionaries were still employed in the government 
to continue attracting popular support. even 
while all anti-Communist factions were · being 
eliminated . It was only when Ho Chi Minh had 
sufficiently consolidated power that the turn of 
the nationalists and non-Parry militants came. 

Exactly the same tactic was re-employed in 

che 1960s when the National Liberation Front 
was founded to rally all those who sympathised 
in any way with Communist goals. Later. N LF 
operatives created the •• Alliance of National. 
Democratic and Peace Forces .. to provide a link 
with the nationalist intellectuals who opposed 
the regime and American .intervention. but were 
sufficiently unenchanted with the Left to keep 
away from the Viet Cong. Both the Alliance and 
the NLF served as umbrella groups until 1975 
when. with the establishment of the unified 
government. the Communists felt comfortable 
enough to eliminate their former allies . Even the 
N LF Vietcong itself was eradicated. and its 
demise went unnoticed and unmarked by the 
same media that had formerly accorded it such 
lavish attention. Having used the organisation. 
its army, its supporters. its people. the Viet­
namese Communist Party simply disposed of it. 
along with the load of propaganda that had 
depended on the appearance of NLFs "inde­
pendence·· and its inclusion of .. moderates." 

There are two points to be made here. both 
obvious but often overlooked. One is that Com­
munist "Liberation War" strategy calls for the 
creation of guerrilla fronts representing many 
shades of political feeling. within which the 
Communists themselves are likely to be a 
minority . Antagonists are thus faced with an 
enemy which attracts diversified support and 
whose leadership is difficult to identify. The 
foreign propaganda effect alone of such an 
0rganisation is more than worth the minor risk 
to the Communist nucleus that it will be out­
manoeuvred by some temporarily allied faction . 
Foreign journalists. for example. can be counted 
on to make a cogent case for the moderate. the 
liberal. and the nationalist struggle for a home­
land rather than for the Communist flavour of 
the guerrilla movement. They will note that 
apparently leading figures are intellectuals or 
religious leaders whose standpoints may be dis­
tinctly non-Communist. And over time their 
reportage will convey to their democratically 
and pluralistically inclined readers the impres-

sion of a movement that is itself .. pluralistic". 
and to that extent representative and e\en 
democratic. 

THE FACT 1s. however. that the actual layer\ 
of guerrilla control are immensely difficult 

to lay bare even for historians with perspective 
and leisure. let alone for reporters whose Job 
requires quick insights ror urgent deadline~ 
on the basis of limited observation. Even Sl.' 

astute an observer as Bernard F..111 could argue 
in his book Vie1nam in r/11: Balance { 1966) that 
the Viet Cong. though aided and partly directed 
by North Viet Nam. was in fact a distinct 
entity that included substantial support from 
va rious politico-religious sects (among others, 
and that had its own programme quite separate 
from Hanoi 's. Yet in his 19 May 1975 Victory 
Day speech. Le Ouan let the cat ou t or the 
bag: 

"Our Party (the Vietnamese Communist 
Party] is the unique and single leader that 
organised. controlled and governed the entire 
struggle of the Vietnamese people from the 
first day of the revolution ... 

His remarks were later echoed by Nguyen Huu 
Tho. the NLf's former president. who matter­
of-factly commented that the organisation had 
always been "wholly obedient to the party line" 
(Address on the 15th Anniversary of the '.'jLf. 
19 December 1975). while the Ho Chi Minh 
City party newspaper (Saigon Giai Phong) edi­
torialised that "under the leadership of the 
Workers Party of Viet Nam [the Vietnamese 
Communist Party]. the National Liberat ion 
Front was founded. and under the wise leader­
ship of the Party. the Front gained victory after 
vic tory .. .. .. If the Viet Nam expenence ha) 
taught Liberation Movement organisers ,rny­
thing. it is the value of maintaining a reformi st. 
nationalist. and non-aligned fa<;ade . There i, 
no doubt that the Salvadoran. movement 
{or indeed the Palestine liberation movement 1 

will follow that same strategy. and that the 
fa<;ade will be virtually impenetrable to out­
side analysis. 

There is also no doubt ( and this is the second 
point) that the non-Communist elemems in tht.: 
guerrilla front will be destroyed as soon a:­
feasible. Ton Due Thang. President ot' :',;onh 
Viet :'.Jam's Fatherland Front. succinct! : 
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characterised Communist strategy in this 
regard: 

•'Rally all forces that can be rallied, neutralise 
all forces that can be neutralised, eliminate all 
forces that can be eliminated." 

Ton was referring here to the standard Commu­
nist device of shifting coalitions in order to make 
use of opposition forces and eventually elimin­
ate them piecemeal. For example, to deal with 
three enemies. alliances are formed with two 
while the primary enemy is attacked. The pro­
cess is then repeated until Communist power 
stands unopposed. 

This strategy governed the creation of the 
Viet Minh coalitions and the employment of 
non-Communist revolutionaries in the Ho Chi 
Minh government while resources were co­
ordinated against the French, just as it governed 
the elimination of those same elements once the 
primary enemy was defeated. The same pattern 
followed suit in the South where the Cao Dai 
and Hoa Hao sects were initially welcomed and 
became a substantial part of the N LF. Since the 
overthrow of Saigon. however, both sects have 
been suppressed and their leaders imprisoned or 
executed. They were first rallied, then neutral­
ised, then eliminated. 

In fact, none of the former non-Communist 
Leftists-progressive intellectuals, religious 
leaders. or student militants who figured so 
importantly in the anti-American, anti-regime 
conflict-now hold any major position in the 
unified government. On the contrary, many of 
them are either jailed or dead. The former 
Buddhist leader, the Venerable Thich Tri 
Quang, whose picture appeared at one point 
(30 May 1966) in Newsweek and in L 'Express 
(Paris) with the caption "THE MAN WHO MAKES 
AMERICA TREMBLE", is now under house arrest 
in Ho Chi Minh Citv as are his two chief .. 
assistants. Another major Buddhist anti-war 
figure, the Venerable Thich Thien Minh, who 
was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment by the 
Thieu government. survived the regime that 
condemned him only to die a Communist pri­
soner in the Ham Tan Gulag in 1979. The acti­
vist priest Father Tran Huu Thanh, responsible 
for organising mass movements against Thieu 
(most prominently "The People's Movement 
Against Corruption"), is presently meditating 
on life's ironies in a Northern re-education 
camp. Professor Chau Tam Luan, formerly 
Vice-President of the "Association of Patriotic 

Intellectuals", has recently escaped the home­
land he fought so determinedly to liberate. The 
list goes on: Tran Van Tuyen (nationalist oppo­
sition leader). dead in a Communist prison in 
1976: Ho Huu Tuong (Sartre's classmate and 
Viet Nam's leading philosopher), dead in Ham 
Tan in 1980: Thich Man Giac (Buddhist strat­
egist), a refugee: Phan Ba Cam (Secretary­
General of the opposition Democratic Socialist 
Party), dead in the Chi Hoa Gulag in 1979. 

To WESTERNERS who are not Viet Nam special­
ists these names evoke little or no recognition: 
no faces come to mind. no personal histories. 
But to those who are educated about the anti­
regime. anti-American period, these people and 
their numerous colleagues among the refugees, 
the imprisoned and the deceased represented 
the heart of the non-Communist resistance. 
These are the people who created and led the 
organisations that elicited passionate support 
from the American and European peace move­
ments. They are the ones who made Le Due Tho 
believable in the Paris Peace talks (1970-73) 
with his refrain that "We [North Viet Nam] do 
not want to impose Communism on South Viet 
Nam", and his persistent advocacy of a post­
War coalition government. Today. of course, 
seven years after the annexation of the South. 
Le Due Tho's Paris positions have long been 
revealed as nothing more than disingenuous 
rhetoric. At the time they were taken seriously. 
and by no one more than those who had bound 
their fortunes to the Communists. Truong Nhu 
Tang (a founder of the NLF, Minister of Justice 
in the Provisional Revolutionary government. 
now an exile in France) put it this way: 

··The Communists are expert in the art of 
seduction and will go to any length to woo 
you over to their side, as long as they don't 
control the government. But once they are in 
power they suddenly. become harsh, ungrate­
ful, cynical, and destroy you without hesi­
tation." 

THESE TWO LESSONS from the Vietnamese 
primer are available to those who report the 

Salvadoran and other liberation movements, as 
well as to those who are inclined actively to 
support the economic and political aspirations 
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of a dispossessed peasantry. It is not that such 
aspirations are unworthy; quite the opposite. It 
is simply that alliance With or support of a Com­
munist front in order to achieve anything other 
than strictly Communist goals is suicidal. 
Eventually they will. in Tang's words, "destroy'" 
you without hesitation." That at least is what 
happened in Viet Nam, and the Viet Nam 
experience seems applicable to any protracted 
liberation movement that becomes the focus of 

East/West confrontation. The non-Communist 
Left, as well as other revolutionary factions, are 
simply not capable of long-term survival within 
a Communist-led movement. 

One reason for this is that in a protracted 
"Liberation War", shipments of supplies and 
arms to guerrilla forces must move through 
foreign Communist countries; military training 
and direction for guerrilla forces must be carried 
on by foreign Communist governments; and 

..--------Gaddafi' s "Green'~ Liberation--------. 
Tripoli. Bonn 

COLONEL GAD­

DAFI held 
court for a mixed 
group of left­
wing ecologists, 
progressive peace­
fighters, and as­
sorted "Alterna­
tive" militants 
who had come 
from all parts of 
Western Europe 
to pay a com­
radely call on 
him. His message 
to them was to 

transform their movements for "greenery", "peace" 
and "new ways of life" into one great Liberation 
l\1ovement to struggle against the domination of 
foreign armies. 

The greatest political excitement was caused by the 
presence of a group of West Germans. members of the 
"Green" and "Alternative" political parties whose 
recent electoral gro,rth has brought them into the 
centre of the Bonn political stage . The Greeni Alterna­
tive candidates have been winning 01•er 5% while 
Chancellor Schmidt's coalition-government parmers, 
the Free Democrats, have been faltering-ll'ith the 
result that in SP D-Hamburg ( and elsewhere J they 
have begun negotiations by selling conditions for a 
partnership ll'ith the Social Democrats. Among the 
tra1•ellers to Tripoli ll'ere llro Green leaders, Roland 
Vogt and Gertrud Schilling, and an Alternative leader , 
0110 Schily (famous as the !all'yer for the Baader-
Meinhof gang). • 

Although they ll'ere not an "official" delegation­
the "Green" executive subsequently criticised them/or 
their "secre t", "unauthorised" trip--they appeare.d to 
.re/feet the ideological wings and "militant tendency" 
as represented in the vie11·s of the Hamburg GreenrAl­
ternative leader, Thomas Ehermann , ,rho at a confer­
ence vf Communists in 1979 told them they had to 11'in 
influence over the nell' movement in order to survive. 

THE LIBYAN CHIEF-OF-STATE received the European 
visitors in a Bedouin tent: He wore, evidently in their 
honour, green trousers. He in fact recommended that 
the colour green should dominate all their demonstra-

tions. He expressed fears that too much red inight sug­
gest that "others, perhaps the USSR, were behind 
them." He also advised them to create a full "ideo­
logy" and then proceed to take their followers away 
from the streets and squares towards the American 
military bases in Europe. Evidently he was very much 
concerned with the NATO Mediterranean missile bases 
in nearby Sicily. Frau Schilling, a leader of the Greens 
in Hesse, presented him with a copy of a map indicat­
ing all the US atomic weapon depots in the West Ger­
man Bundesrepublik _ According to the official report, 
"Graciously the Colonel smiled in gratitude . ... " 

A full account of the "Audien= "appeared in the lefi­
ll'ing German nell'spaper "Tages=ei/ung" ( TAZ J. and 
!he servile tone is in the suhservienr ol'l;ffinal. 

" .... We entered the tent reverentially and paid rapt 
attention to his words. In sharp contrast to the petty­
bourgeois-republican fussiness of our Bundeskanz/er 
!Helmut Schmidt!, Gaddafi radiates a ceremonial 
dignity . . .. " 

Bui the Colonel's advice 11·as not without military pre­
cision. The allack on American military hases should 
be to cut their "Jelfreries and 11·ater supplies." For this 
movement , the Libyan leader promised. "II'<' 1ri// gil'e 
u/1 the assistance that is at our disposal." As Colonel 
Gaddaji dramatised !he options: 

"When peaceful efforts don't lead to success, then 
they become military efforts. Fedayeen groups will 
be founded again in order to reach this goal. This 
must be made clear to the masses. Either the bases 
will be stopped through your peaceful efforts, or the 
alternative would be war and destruction . ... " 

IN THEIR TURN the Greens, Alternatives, and Peace 
Fighters were capable of only a little less militance. 
They assured him, in the words of Frau Schilling 
( reported in the TA Z), that they "wanted to get rid 
of parliaments, and practice direct democracy", 
obviously following in the path of the Libyan "People's 
Congresses." They too wanted to "destabilise the 
power game of the political parties, and destroy 
them .... " They reassured Colonel Gaddafi that they 
had very much in common with his theoretical work on 
the Libyan Revolution, the "Green Book." 

As reported in : 
DIE WELT (Bonn) and. 

FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEJTU:--lG 
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effective world-wide propaganda must be 
orchestrated by foreign Communist govern­
ments . The entire support system necessary to 
carry a modern Liberation War to a successful 
conclusion relies on a power-base outside the 
host country. Such a base is only available 
through the Soviet Union or one of her regional 
proxies. so that revolutionary groups {l0t 
aligned with the Soviets are inevitably sub­
merged by their more powerful competitors. 

In Viet Nam, the Communist strategy of"ral­
lying all those who can be rallied'' in order to 
isolate and eliminate enemies one by one was 
extraordinarily successful. Unfortunately , the 
Saigon.government was incapable of emulating 
that strategy and found itself operating from an 
increasingly narrowing popular base. The same 
self-defeating polarisation appears to be operat­
ing in El Salvador today with the recent set­
backs to the Christian Democrats and the 
apparent dismantling of land reform measures. 
Here too the Vietnamese experience is worth 
reflecting on. 

In Viet Nam, the hard-line right-wing orien­
tation of successive Southern regimes often 
radicalised and alienated those who should 
have been made into allies . In many cases, the 
government's habitual brutality transformed a 
loyal opposition into Leftists, moderate Leftists 
into Communists , and reluctant Communists 
into zealots. Many students who at first only 
knew that they were "against the regime" 
learned through a term or two in prison to be 
confirmed revolutionaries . The regime, utilising 
its French-trained police, was adept at torture, 
but hopelessly inept at any other type of per­
suasion. Government leaders simply had · no 
concept of the need to differentiate among oppo­
sition groups and to split the non-Communist 
elements from their deadly allies. Instead they 
regarded as Communists virtually all on the 
Left (and many in the Centre as well), and so 
played precisely into the hands of the Commu­
nists whose strategy was to "rally all who can be 
rallied." This appalling obtuseness gave addi­
tional credence to the NLF's claim to be a "true 
coalition·· and vastly more representative of the 
South Vietnamese people than the government. 
In the long run, this claim, and the correspond-

1 See the two articles which represent the first real 
efforts to ··team from Viet Nam .. : Robert Elegant. '"How 
to Lose a War .. (ENCOUNTER, August 1981); and H.J. 
Kaplan. ·•With the American Press in Vietnam" 
(Commenrar_r. May 1982, pp. 42-49). 

ing image that Diem, Ky, and Thieu established 
for themselves as self-seeking despots, played a 
significant role in the erosion of American 
domestic support for the war; and it was in the 
American domestic arena that the outcome was 
decided. 1 

VIET NAM was the West's first experience 
with a protracted war of liberation, and 

perhaps the single most important lesson it 
taught concerns the power of public dissent. 
That lesson is particularly ominous since it con­
firms that ideologised opinion-makers have be­
come central to the West's ability to wage this 
sort of war, while Communist planners have no 
equivalent need to take into account the com­
plex domestic role of a free press. At the same 
time they are highly attuned to the impact of the 
media among their adversaries . One of the 
authors of this article (Doan Van Toai) spent 
two-and-a-half years in the Tran Hung Dao 
Gulag after an earlier career as a pro Viet Cong 
student leader, publisher. and sometime pris­
oner of the Thieu regime. While in Tran Hung 
Dao he was part of a group of political pris­
oners chosen at one point to listen to an address 
by Mai Chi Tho (a Central Committee member 
and brother of Le Due Tho). Tho told them: 

"Ho Chi Minh may have been an evil man; 
Nixon may have been a great man. The 
Americans may have had the just cause; we 
may not have had the just cause: But we won 
and the Americans were defeated because we 
convinced the people that Ho Chi Minh is the 
great man. that Nixon is a murderer, and the 
Americans are the invaders. . . . The key 
factor is how to control people and their 
opinions. Only Marxism-Leninism can do 
that. . .. Between you-the bright intellec­
tuals-and me, I tell you the truth. " 

New York Times Magazine, 30 March 198 I 

Tho was referring not only to the success of 
Communist propaganda within Viet Nam. but 
also to its world-wide impact. 

One reason that the American anti-War 
movement is reluctant to look back at that 
period is not simply that the post-War history 
of Viet Nam has been so tragic; it is that 
people do not relish acknowledging their 
own gullibility. Harrison Salisbury, Staughton 
Lynd, Tom Hayden. David Schoenbrun, among 
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others, all found themselves popularising in the 
West Hanoi's position on such themes as the 
"absence .. of Northern troop infiltration into 
the South, the "independence" of the NLF 
Vietcong. and Northern innocence of plans to 
"annex the South ... Pham Van Dong in particu­
lar developed a special adroitness in dealing 
with American visitors, who almost always 
heard remarks calculated to exploit their own 
predispositions. 

YET EVEN when the full story of Communist 
manipulation of American opinions is known, 2 

we will still need to anticipate the likely effect of 
media-related pressures should the United 
States become militarily involved in El Salvador 
or elsewhere. In that event we would undoubt­
edly witness over a period of time incidents 
every bit as vivid and dehumanising as those 

• that Viet Nam still evokes for almost all of us. 
Children running from napalm, murder in the 
street, villages burning-the whole iconography 
of war. In a conflict where the media have access 
to one side and not to the other, these incidents 
will regularly depict the brutality of our allies 
and ourselves and rarely that of our enemies. 

At the same time, the mechanisms our society 
has evolved to achieve "open government" will 
ensure that much of our tactics and strategy will 
be public knowledge and open to criticism both 
emotional and rational. We will know exactly 
the extent of our economic and military assis­
tance to a government many feel to be un­
savoury. But the truth about foreign supply and 
troop inflation to the guerrillas will remain con­
jectural. We will have detailed reports on how 
our soldiers feel about fighting and dying in an 
alien place. But we will know little that is 
credible about the enemy except for his courage 
and perseverance. The stupidity, negligence, 
and failures accompanying our involvement 
will be spotlighted each night on television. But 
the same kind of information about guerrilla 
troubles will simply not be available. Conse­
quently. media reportage will seem to maximise 
our difficulties and minimise those of the other 
side. Over time, such things will have a corro­
sive effect on even hardened patriots. That at 
least was the experience in Viet Nam, and it is 

2 Stanley Karnow, "Viet Nam Duplicity Reconsi­
dered", ENCOUNTER. August 1981. 

3 See Peter Braestrup. The Big Swrr (Westview 
Press. in cooperation with Freedom House: 1977). 

difficult to imagine anything different coming 
out of another overseas engagement, in Salva­
dor or elsewhere. 

REINFORCING THE PREDICTABLE BIAS of Western 
news coverage is the predictabte bias of edi­
torial analysis . The function of a free press in 
keeping a vigilantly sceptical eye on govern­
ment had the long-term effect in Viet Nam of 
turning the majority of American commenta­
tors against the administration. David Halber­
stam 's letters to his daughter describe the 
changes even the most initially supportive 
observers went through when confronted with 
the official hypocrisy and duplicity that inevi­
tably accompany war, and especialiy a pro­
longed and confused guerrilla war. During the 
Viet Nam period none of the major television 
commentators, other than Howard K. Smith, 
maintained anything vaguely resembling a pro­
Administration perspective. For its part, of 
course, the Administration displayed disap­
pointment and hostility toward media luminar­
ies who failed to appreciate the government's 
theories of geopolitical confrontation or even to 
maintain, in its opinion, decent objectivity. 3 

But a balanced historical perspective is not 
what we should expect from the media. Their 
traditions are those of adversarial confront­
ation and investigative reporting, of scoops and 
hot news. not scholarly objectivity. Even though 
they are the conduit through which current his­
tory becomes known, they are not historians. By 
and large they are not equipped for the role and 
they are not comfortable with its demands. 
They didn't fulfil it well in Viet Nam. and there 
is no reason to believe they would be more 
suited to it in Latin America or the Middle East. 

All this suggests that what we can be sure of 
in El Salvador, or any other Liberation war that 
attracts serious American attention. is a domes­
tic anti-War movement that will trigger off at a 
fairly high level and intensify as the flow of news 
and analysis affects public thinking. Over time, 
the impact of continuous war-coverage will 
inevitably erode popular support for US involve­
ment and will help generate a progressively 
more militant resistance. This effect can almost 
be taken as a given. After Viet Nam, political 
strategists have no choice but to include the 
media factor in their equations and to weight it 
more and more heavily over time. 

Another given is the predilection of the 
American Left to embrace " national liberation 
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movements"' of every stripe as long as there is 
an element of anti-Americanism in them. Even 
the anti-regime movements of Pol Pot and the 
Ayatollah Khomeini attracted their share of 
initial support. Viet Nam however. remains the 
textbook case. In that conflict a pattern of 
domestic resistance developed around radical­
ised intellectuals and other public figures that 
can be viewed as a militant model for domestic 
reaction in any future engagement. In terms of 
the American ability to commit troops over an 
extended period, this resistance must be con­
sidered ominous. Its obvious continued vitality 
brings into relief the major problems facing 
American foreign policy today-the enlighten­
ment of public opinion in the US, and especially 
the education of the adversarial culture that 
Viet Nam galvanised throughout the West. 

THAT EDUCATION has begun already with the 
reassessment of Viet Nam currently under 

way. As public understanding grows of what the 
North Vietnamese and Southern front objec­
tives really were, how their military and propa­
ganda organisations operated, and what the 
post-War realities in Indo-China are, it will 
become increasingly clear that American in­
volvement there was supportable on both moral 
and geopolitical grounds. 

Viet Nam, in fact, should be regarded as an 
object lesson for the American Left, a lesson in 
the manipulative strategies of Communist-led 
Liberation War movements and the subversion 
of popular aspirations for independence and 
economic and political reform. The flow of poli­
tical prisoners within Viet Nam and the flow of 
refugees out of Viet Nam included large 
numbers of former Viet Cong freedom-fighters, 
socialist revolutionaries, nationalist intellec­
tuals, and religious activists who have learned in 
their flesh the consequences of embracing the 
Communists as allies . American progressives, it 
is fervently hoped, will never have the oppor­
tunity to learn the same lessons in the same way. 
But if the Viet Nam scenario is not to be 
repeated, they must be encouraged to discard 
their studied ignorance of recent Vietnamese 
history. 

THE NORTHERN BURIAL of the Viet Cong, whose 
programme was espoused by many in the 
domestic anti-War movement, should be the 

subject of detailed public · examination. as 
should the fate of the various other anti-regime. 
anti-American factions . The single-minded 
Northern pursuit of annexation, the bloody sup­
pression of the land redistribution under Ho 
Chi Minh, the campaign to smother religion and 
culture in unified Viet Nam, these should all be 
as well known in the US and Europe now as the 
My Lai massacre. Thieu's "tiger cages", and 
massive South Vietnamese corruption were 
then. This history is alive and can be told with 
best effect, not by the people perceived as con­
servative ideologues. but by the dissident and 
dispossessed Vietnamese Leftists and intellec­
tuals who lived it, people like Nguyen Cong 
Hoan and Truong Nhu Tang, for whose ideas 
the Left committed itself and who have the 
standing to make themselves heard by their 
erstwhile supporters. 

IT CAN BE SAID, of course that current Viet­
namese history merely re-teaches the lessons 

of other Communist revolutions. But in certain 
ways Viet Nam is special. Viet Nam was the 
crucible of the modern American Left. It was 
the Viet Nam war that also radicalised much of 
the intelligentsia in Western Europe (" Ho-Ho­
Ho-Chi-Minh" shouted the tens of thousands of 
APO and SOS demonstrators in the streets of 
Bonn and Berlin). The theme continues to pro­
vide the Left with its reference points. Almost 
significant is that Viet Nam was one of the 
few-with Castro's Cuba-contemporary forces 
in the Communist world that stirred deep ideo­
logical sympathy in the West. Russia has been 
bankrupt as a moral force for decades. China is 
rightly perceived as a nation more concerned 
with internal difficulties and security problems 
than with its role as champion of international 
Communism. Insurgent Viet Nam, on the other 
hand, is still lionised for its courage, its ability 
to face and overcome colonialism and imper­
ialism, domestic right-wing dictators, and 
American militarism. It is thus a model for 
present and future East-West conflicts in Latin 
America and Africa. conflicts which can be 
expected to draw a great deal of American and 
West European support to the _revolutionary 
side, fighting at once for homeland and radical 
social ideals. 

But the fact is that Viet Nam is an idol with 
clay feet, and persistent, thorough exposure of 
the monumental deceit with which the war was 



26 Doan Van Toai, David Chana.ff 

carried on and of the cynical suppression of 
human rights afterwards will work to split 
domestic opposition. During the Viet Nam 
period the American Left had little concept of 
the role it played (along with the NLF and so­
called "third force" elements) in the Communist 
war game. and so allowed itself to be manipu­
lated in embarrassing fashion. But as the old 
anti-War leadership achieves literacy about 
"liberation movement" strategy, its willingness 
to sponsor and organise future opposition 
should become less reflexive. Joan Baez two 
years ago. and Susan Sontag recently have 
surely done more to provoke objectivity and 
self-awareness within the American Left than 
the most convincing conservative arguments 
ever could. Intensified education is in order, not 
to divert the Left from its social ideals, but to 
divorce it from its thoughtless support of Com­
munist-led and/or Soviet-sponsored liberation 
movements . As trade used to follow the flag, 
Gulag follows "the final contest." 

THERE 1s A necessary complement to education, 
however, and that is the creation of a Western 
policy for Liberation War situations that is 
capable of drawing support within the United 
States. Unfortunately, though, in this era of 
liberation movements the Americans and the 
Europeans have until now failed to furnish 
the Third World with its type of pro-Western 
revolution. They simply have not developed a 
coherent, positive approach to resolving the 
social inequities that provide the framework for 
present-day international competition . . Our 
failures in this area have forced us into, at 
best. a defensive "containment" posture which, 
among other misfortunes, has led to a history of 
American support for the status quo defended 
by unpopular authoritarians. Consequences 
have included the identification of the United 
States with old-time oppression rather than 
change. reform, and social amelioration . We 
ourselves have fostered the impression that, in 
the Third World context, to be progressive or 
innovative means to be pro-Communist. 

This apparent truth has had tragic effects on 
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populations involved in " liberation wars." But 
the more profound catastrophe is that domestic 
American opinion has been so alienated that 
any scenario which includes a prolonged US 
military commitment is problematical. The 
chief effect of this is substantially to reduce 
American leverage and thus to encourage guer­
rilla movements in their reliance on the violence 
of military solutions. In Mai Chi Tho's words: 
"The key factor is how to control people and 
their opinions"; and that observation applies 
every bit as much to sophisticated Western 
opinion as it does to the "hearts and minds" of 
Vietnamese and Salvadoran farmers . 

Given the opportunity, the American and 
European Left could find its natural home back­
ing non-Communist factions in Nicaragua, El 
Salvador and elsewhere. But for this to happen, 
and for the consequent neutralisation of the 
general "anti-war" movement to materialise, 
the West must learn from the Communist strat­
egy of gathering all the support available 
in order to confront the common enemy. That 
means a policy, undertaken within the context 
of regional alliances, of pressing conspicuous­
_ly for reform in countries not yet embroiled, 
working to achieve coalitions rather than po­
larisation where there is already substantial 
guerrilla activity, and actively supporting indi­
genous non-Communist "people's movements" 
in areas where they enjoy significant popular 
support (in Afghanistan, for example, in lndo­
China and now in the Lebanon). Appropriate 
support along with regional allies of such move­
ments would have several positive effects. It 
would throw doubt on the commonly-held belief 
that Communist revolutions are irreversible. It 
would further drain Soviet resources, already 
badly extended. And it would spur development 
of a comprehensive Western "Third World 
strategy" different from the defeatist alterna­
tives of reaction or isolation. The development 
of such a strategy, together with continuing 
public education about Viet Nam and its after­
math, will go a long way toward restoring vi­
ability to Western objectives in the developing 
nations. 
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How a nationalist's dream died· in the 'Gmag' 
The ~ ... O\dag that be eyrildl1Jy miett nattOO-: • wmuid up m Jail on several his lite .stofy, toncentrattng · ms slretchY recttatton of 
By Ooa V: Toal 8llsm as an ex~ to gaJn occasions tot b1s anti-Jhieu on bis student days and cul- the post-1945 Political history • 
and ~ ~ non-communist support In actiwttes. When Saip fell to minating In the 2½ years be of Vietnam Is. tor the most 
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Natlon8ll9m vs. commu­
mm-.. lbat's been one of the 
festering debates - at le&1t 
in the West - about Ho Chi 
Minh and h!S wars against 
the- French, Americans and 
South Vietnamese. Those 
who mke Ho at his word be­
lieve he and it.ls successors' 
true aim was to gain an Inde­
pendent, united Vietnam. 
Those who distrusted Ho's 
pronouncements believed 
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Toal never officially joined oir, which they wrote with personal life rt~ true and 
the Communist-led National former NLF leader Truong Jibes with most of the reports 
Liberation Front (a.k.8. the Nhu Tang. that have come out of Com• 
Vietcong), but neverthele$ . In the ne'Y book, Toei tel.ls munist-controlled Vietnam. 

Marc Leepson served in 
V-ietnam with the U.S. Anny. 
He is books editor and col· 
umnist for The Veteran mag­
azine. 
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By PETER R. KAN!'-

We've been privi eged to watch some 
mighty fine melt •drama in recent 
months . 

First, Baby Doc shnk off to Paris. leav­
ing happy Haitians dancing in the streets. 
Then we tuned our TV sets to Manila and 
watched the Philippine pE'Ople. aided and 
abetted by bi~hops, generals, politicians. 
businessmen and U.S. congressmen, rid 

• their country of tile massivt>ly corrupt and 
mildly repressive Marcos regime. 

Tin·pot __ dictatorships are like that. They 
come and go, though never soon E-nough. 
.Their departures always are worth cele· 
. brating-at !·east in the short run. 

But, on the heels of these happy events, 
it's also worth looking across tht> South 
China Sea to another Southeast Asian coun­
try where businessmen, ch'urchmen, con· 
gressmen and~anchormen all are power· 
less to atfect events. whert> there are no 
such JoudspeakerS- to amplify the muffled 
cries of a muzzled people. This is the So· 
cialist R('Jmblic of Vietnam. There are no 
happy endings here. 

Fol" any who doubt the difference b~­
tween tl1c common, venal dictatorships Itt· 
terlng ~he Third World landscape and trne 
totaHtarianism, who think it some seman· 
tic distindion of the Kristols and Klrkpat· 
ricks, let them pick up a copy of "The 
Viet¥mese Gulag" <Simon & Schuster. :351 
~ges, $Ul.95J by Doan Van Toal and David 
Chanoff, translated from the original 

. French. It's nothing more than the memoir 
for of one man's 'imprisonment in postwar 
• to Vietnam. It's nothing less than the saga of 

a society's enslavement.• 
Ii ·Mr. Toai is not quite up there among 

such chroniclers of terror as Arthu-r 
Koestler and Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, he 
has written the very best Vietnam book 
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. that this Vietnam-watcher has read in 
many years. It constitutes a chilling clos· 
ing chapter on the Vietnam War. And if 
anyone is still wondering what that war 
• was all about and why it is a tragedy that 
we lost, the answer is here in Mr. Toai's 
cry from the gulag. 

Mr. Toai was a ch!ld of rural South 
Vietnam who went on to become a student 
protest leader in wartime Saigon. Like 
many Sollth Vietnamese, he felt trapped 
between a "melange of communism and 
nationalism on the one hand and the Amer­
icans and their servitors on the other. I 
and others like me supported the commu­
nists. At least they were Vietnamese." 

Oppos1tion to the Thieu regime landed 
~[r. Toal briefly in jail, but he was a com· 
munist sympathizer, not a communist 
cadr~. and Thieu types could be pressured 
by friends, journalists, politicians .. "Being 
a prisoner under Thieu was like being a ce• 
lebrity, .. Mr. Toai recalls later on from his 
communist cell. 

\\''hen the communists took Saigon in 
April 19%, Mr;Toai stayed on to help build 
the new society. Three months later. sit· 
ting in a Saigon theater, he was arrested, 
Without charges. Without cause, The bulk 
of the l;lcok recounts Mr. Toai's strugg\e 
for surv\01al and s~arch for sanity in the 
Orwt>lli:,ir. prison system of a party that 

promised to "turn rhe jails into schools " 
and instPad turnPd the nation into a jail. 
No lunger were there laws for a Thieu to 
twist or his opponents to protest. There 
was now only the party, its power. and its 
paranoia. 

LockPd in a sewage-filled cell where 70 
half-naked men are packed in so close they 
cannot lie on their backs, half-starved, 
trussed in chains, brutalized, forced to 
watch friends beaten to death with canes . 
for minor infractions of the rules, Mr. Toai 
sustains the will to live and to bear witness 
to the betrayal of his revolution. 

''I now see that Duyet is not a 'prison' 
in the usual sense .... An ordinary prison 
is part of a system of justice; it exists for 
punishment or correction or rehabilitatir.in. 
Each of these rationales accords the pris­
oner a certain dignity. He is a human be­
ing worth punishment or correction or re· 
habilitatlon. But Duyet cedes nothing to its 
inmates ... it is simply a storehouse, a 
place where inconvenient bodies can be 
stacked for an indeterminate duration." 

A year without charges or trial or sen­
tence gives way to two. Slowly, the author 
realizes that. "The writers, the artists, the 
bar, the scholars-the entire generation 
that embodied South Vietnam's culture has 
been smashed and the remnants are slowly 
dying in the revolution's gulag of jails and 
hard labor camps." 

The West hears little of this, and heeds 
less: "A rumor here, a refugee report 
there, were not much to dispel the convic · 
lion among Western activists that the rig~t 
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side had won. or the relief among others 
that at least it was over .. .. In thP sweat· 
boxes of Le Van Duyet ... we thmk other· 
wise." 

Mr. Toai blames us, but aiso himself. 
With millions of other "passionate ideal· 
ists" he had fellow-traveled a trail "at 
whose unforeseen end lay terror and desti· 
tution for the nation." 

After 22 months in tl1e gulag, :\fr. Toai 
is released in the same sudden, arbitrary 
manner m which he had been arrested. ''I . 
was arrested for nothing and rel('a.sed for' 
the same reason." In some ways he feels 
lucky: "Hundreds of thousands are impris· 
oned even more for even less." 

Mr. Toal evE>ntually manages to :eave 
Vietnam and reach America. He marvels 
at tile liberty of this society and at our lr· 
ccnse to take it for granted. " Perhaps a is 
the immigrants' function from generation 
to ge1ieration to remind !Americans! df 
what a treasure it is they own," Mr. To..i.i 
tells us. For such reminders we owe Mr. 
Toai and many thousands of Vietnamese 
now among us a powerful debt. 

.lfr. Kmm is .the Journal's assonate 
publisher. 




