
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This is a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

Collection: Speechwriting, Office of: Speech Drafts: 
Records

Folder Title: Remarks to Employees at NASA's 
Johnson Space Center 09/22/1988 (2 of 2)

Box: 416

To see more digitized collections visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material 

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Inventories, visit: 
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories 

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov  

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide 

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/ 

Last Updated: 11/26/2024 

https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/


MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1988 

ANTHONY R. DOLAN 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DIRECTOR OF SPEECHWRITING 

C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR ./~ ~ ; L /1 
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL T<{_J'fi~ r ~: 
Presidential Remarks: Johnson Space Center, 
Houston, Texas -- 9/20, 7:00 p.m. Draft 

Counsel's office has reviewed the above-referenced Presidential 
remarks and we recommend that, in light of the reports about 
possible problems with the scheduled launch of the space shuttle, 
the references to the timing of the launch be revised. This will 
avoid any implication that the President is pressuring NASA to 
launch before everything is absolutely ready. 

cc: Rhett B. Dawson 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 21, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN DUBERSTEIN 
B. OGLESBY 
MARLIN FITZWATER 

FROM: NANCY~ 

SUBJECT: Possible Shuttle Launch Delay 

NASA has just called to inform me of a possible problem with the 
shuttle~ They are trying to determine whether this will 
necessitate a delay in the launch. NASA indicates that a 
decision on this will be made within the next 48 hours. 

NASA has discovered that the booster nozzle on their test-bed was 
wrapped with a carbon coating at an incorrect angle. They are 
now trying to determine how the booster nozzle on the shuttle 
itself is wrapped. There may be no delay, or the delay could be 
several weeks. 

The President's remarks may have to be adjusted to reflect an 
uncertain launch date. 

According to NASA, National Public Radio has reported the story, 
but it has not been picked up yet by any other news agencies. 
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\ Q (Klugmann/ARD) 

September 20, 1988 , 

7:00 p.m. ?J?. . ~ ·i ~J),,r--.. 

REMARKS: JoHNsoN sPACE CENTER lV~ ,v 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

-,(1m,Kyou J; 01 ' 

Thank you. v Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, Pf.~e like 
-trt-dh ~" 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The ~ is, our 

space program~ \ i ~ ~~nvest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don'ty 1aiMc h )76ckets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program, and America is proud of 

you. 

Next week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans lift off from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again -- and we are going there to 

stay. "Rick" Hauck, Dick Covey, "Pinky" Nelson, Mike Lounge, and 

Dave Hilmers are space-age pioneers, but their spirit is rooted 

deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and we 

will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can live 

no other way. 

Our early settlers knew great risks and made great 

sacrifices, but with their sacrifice, they moved the frontier (h\ 
forward and built a great Nation. Neither can we stand still, @~ 

nor be content ; and we are not afraid. Ill fortune can slow us (1)i 
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down, but it cannot stop us. You can delay our long trek to 

greatness, but you cannot halt it. How better can we pay tribute 

to those who came before us then by continuing their quest for 

knowledge, their struggle against limits, by continuing to push 

toward the far frontier? 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, i t will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will l i ft the shuttle 

into the heavens. And may the hand of God bring it safely back 

to Earth. 

Next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven precious 

souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the Challenger. 

With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned America to 

reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into the stars. 

This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the Challenger, as 

we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of mankind 's infinite, 

limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it becomes easie r to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to p r edict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to monitor arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that we are entering. 
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I believe the American people today are casting their eyes 

toward space with greater eagerness and anticipation than ever 

before. An entire generation is re-discovering their interest in 

space, the interest they had as children when in the 1960's in 

grade schools throughout our country, they watched on television, 

together, the lift-offs of Glenn and Shepard. And as for our 

young children, the children of the 1980's, well, I can tell from 

the letters they send me that they're ready to go -- and that the 

sky is not the limit. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U. S . , " he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 

I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. The 

dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we can only 

dream of will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 
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Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have the space station Freedom orbiting the 

Earth in 10-years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day may be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars or to inhabit a 

permanent base on the Moon. Let every child dream t hat he or she 

will be that person, that he or she may one day plant the Stars 

and Stripes on a distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 

And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth wil l come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to br i ng our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other . 

It is only in a universe without limits that we will find a 

canvas large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Mankind's journey into space, like every great . voyage of 

discovery, will become part of our unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, we will find 
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liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. 

[One cold January day in 1986 I read part of a poem to a 

Nat i on in grief. I wa nt to leave you today with the rest of that 

poem -- because it's a poem about joy, about a l l the joyous 

endeavors. It is "High Flight," by John G. Magee, Jr., an 

American pilot who flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force in 

World War II. It goes: ] 

[Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 
and danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings, 
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
of sun-split clouds, and done a hundred things 
you have not dreamed of --
Wheeled and soared and swung 
high in the sunlit silence. 
Hovering there I've chased the shouting wind along, 
and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. 
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace, 
where never lark or even eagle flew --
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 
the high untrespassed sanctity of space 
Put out my hand and touched the face of God.) 

Thank you all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program, and America is proud of 

you. 

Next week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans lift off from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again -- and we are going there to 

stay. "Rick" Hauck, Dick Covey, "Pinky" Nelson, Mike Lounge, and 

Dave Hilmers are space-age pioneers, but their spirit is rooted 

deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and we 

will a lways create our future on the frontier; Americans can live 

no other way. 

Our early settlers knew great risks and made great 

sacrifices, but with their sacrifice, they moved the frontier 

forward and built a great Nation. Neither can we stand still, 

nor be content, and we are not afraid. Ill fortune can slow us 
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down, but it cannot stop us. You can delay our long trek to 

greatness, but you cannot halt it. How better can we pay tribute 

to those who came before us then by continuing their quest for 

knowledge, their struggle against limits, by continuing to push 

toward the far frontier? 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens. And may the hand of God bring it safely back 

to Earth. 

Next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven precious 

souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the Challenger. 

With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned America to 

reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into the stars. 

This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the Challenger, as 

we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of mankind's infinite, 

limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future . 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it becomes easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to monitor arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that we are entering. 
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I believe the American people today are casting their eyes 

toward space with greater eagerness and anticipation than ever 

before. An entire generation is re-discovering their interest in 

space, the interest they had as children when in the 1960's in 

grade schools throughout our country, they watched on television, 

together, the lift-offs of Glenn and Shepard. And as for our 

young children, the children of the 1980's, well, I can tell from 

the letters they send me that they're ready to go -- and that the 

sky is not the limit. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U . S . , " he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 

I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. The 

dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we can only 

dream of will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 
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Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have the space station Freedom orbiting the 

Earth in 10-years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day may be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars or to inhabit a 

permanent base on the Moon. Let every child dream that he or she 

will be that person, that he or she may one day plant the Stars 

and stripes on a distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 

And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits that we will find a 

canvas large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Mankind's journey into space, like every great . voyage of 

discovery, will become part of our unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, we will find 
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liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. 

(One cold January day in 1986 I read part of a poem to a 

Nation in grief. I want to leave you today with the rest of that 

poem -- because it's a poem about joy, about a ll the joyous 

endeavors. It is "High Flight," by John G. Magee, Jr., an 

American pilot who flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force i n 

World War II. It goes: ) 

[Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 
and danced the skies on laughter-si lvered wings , 
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
of sun-split clouds, and done a hundred things 
you have not dreamed of --
Wheeled and soared and swung 
high in the sunlit silence. 
Hovering there I've chased the shouting wind along, 
and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. 
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
I've topped the wind-swept heights wi th easy grace, 
where never lark or even eagle flew --
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 
the high untrespassed sanctity of space 
Put out my hand and touched the face of God. ] 

Thank you all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are t he space program, and America is proud of 

you. 

Next week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans lift off from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again -- and we are going there to 

stay. "Rick" Hauck, Dick Covey, "Pinky" Nelson, Mike Lounge, and 

Dave Hilmers are space-age pioneers, but their spirit is rooted 

deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and we 

will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can live 

no other way . 

Our early settlers knew great risks and made great 

sacrifices, but with their sacrifice, they moved the frontier 

forward and built a great Nation. Neither can we stand still, 

nor be content; and we are not afraid. Ill fortune can slow us 
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down but it cannot stop us. You can delay our long trek to 

greatness, but you cannot halt it. How better can we pay tribute 

to those who came before us then by continuing their quest for 

knowledge, their struggle against limits, by continuing to push 

toward the far frontier? 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens. And may the hand of God bring it safely back 

to Earth. 

Next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven precious 

souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the Challenger. 

With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned America to 

reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into the stars. 

This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the Challenger, as 

we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of mankind's infinite, 

limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to monitor arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that we are entering. 
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I believe the American people today are casting their eyes 

toward space with greater eagerness and anticipation than ever 

before. An entire generation is re-discovering their interest in 

space, the interest they had as children when in the 1960's in 

grade schools throughout our country, they watched on television, 

together, the liftoffs of Glenn and Shepard. And our young 

children, the children of the 1980's, well, I can tell from the 

letters they send me that they're ready to go -- and that the sky 

is not the limit. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U. S. , " he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 

I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space wi ll unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know , back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 



- 4 -

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the Earth in 

10-years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day may be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars or to inhabit a 

permanent base on the Moon. Let every child dream that he or she 

will be that person, that he or she may one day plant the Stars 

and Stripes on a distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 

And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Mankind's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of our unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, we will find 
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liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. 

One cold January day in 1986 I read part of a poem to a 

Nation in grief. I want to leave you today with the rest of that 

poem -- because it's a poem about joy, about all the joyous 

endeavors. 

It is "High Flight," by John G. Magee, Jr., an American 

pilot who flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force in World War II. 

It goes: 

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 

and danced the skies on laugher-silvered wings, 

Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 

of sun-split clouds, and done a hundred things 

you have not dreamed of --

Wheeled an soared and swung 

high in the sunlit silence. 

Hovering there I've chased the shouting wind along, 

and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. 

Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 

I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace, 

where never lark or even eagle flew 

And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 

the high untrespassed sanctity of space 

Put out my hand and touched the face of God. 

Thank you all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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WHITE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

09/19/88 Dl~TE: _____ _ ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENTDUEBY: NOON Tuesday , 09/20 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON SPACE CENTER - HOUSTON, TX 

(09/19 8:00 p.m. draft) 

ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT □ V HOOLEY □ 

DUBERSTEIN □ ci,/KRANOWITZ Cl--' □ 

POWELL V□ MASEN · □ 

MILLER-OMS □ □ RANGE ~□ 

OGLESBY □ V RISQUE V□ 
BAUER ~□ RYAN □ □ 

CRIPPEN ~□ SPRINKEL □ □ 

CULVAHOUSE ~□ TUCK □ □ 

DAWSON □ ~ TUTTLE □ □ 

DONATELLI ✓ o DOLAN 
□ ~ 

FITZWATER □ 
.,__, GRAHAM ~□ 

HOBBS □ □ □ □ 

REMARKS: 

Please provide any comments / recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by Noon tomorrow, Tuesday , 09/20, with an info copy to my office . 
Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; , 
' I 

I I I 

1 and ,you don't launc;i roe ets, you I launch dreams. l This is the age 

' of technology, but technology 
\ 7 \j \ 

is only a tool. Ladies and 
I J 

gentlemen: You are the space 
a~-... ·'-'- ,,: 

program) ~ .. N''~~ t;. ~ ,.., 

In one week, 
I \ '-

the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space aga~ wear; going there t o stay • 

..g.Q~;e-..t4~~-s-"Wt1-e-Jl!le--We--m:rl"c::mo Pi eneer s 1 rt~ Fred Hauck, Di ck 
~'f.1,-c&-•"'14-' ~ ·~) 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are Me"It e~ 
~ ,\ 

"the spaee ag-.:, but w~~ :Pe~;:.,oRt. •i:li• a spltit =w~ oot- ~tJ 
,' I 

_.,pe deep in our heritage. We ;,& a Na* n bcrq ef pieh~ ets, ~nd 
r,,t\..~ ~ ,, _...._..._. ... . 

JZA uill always Oi!Wli#e e our future ~ e fF&iRili:i.o~ Americans can 
, 

1 i ve no other way. . ~ l_,. \. ./ 
~ec....J ~· "'~~~ 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with theiP 

' sacrific, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. ~~ ~~1~ n ;lii pWe est\JMK stand still, ~~e,Q.., 

..,.aet. content~ and we are not afraid ~ We pay tribute to those who 

I 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to ~se~3i&iliii~iXt:::1!5aiilttlM:3d push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of ev~ Am r · c~ that will lift the shuttle 

. ~ - th lb into the heavens
0

andAbr1ng it safe y ack to Earth. 
~ I\ 

_;;i.ad- next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny . 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder , and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible t o 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

~ path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

~ between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments o f 

3
,t"\\Q,(~-a great new era that mankind is entering. 

--y A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

, alive today a small child who one day be the first man or 

woman t 

that he 

Stripes on 

I 

set foot on the planet Mars. 1 Let every child dream 
t FhoJ· t,e, O• s'1(2 lru,.y (/r ( J 

will be th& person,,wi.o plantf the Stars and 

distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 
~ JV"'Jv"'- '~ ~ 
MaA'~ journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of irS~'s unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, ~ will find ~ 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny~ Thank 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. t 
,~ 

you 

? 

I , 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 
(J fl , ~ ,r s ( 

gentlemen: You are the space program,~ r~~(' ._, ~ r o'A_,,-..._t! 

lv2vf 
~e week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans lift/off from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

--
America is going to space againA and we are go~lcf-~ere to stay~ 

seca~se that's where we belon~. Pionffii!£:S::::::i..tke~ Hauck, Dick 
''t~,- ; _, P' _-i,-.? . spa..c.E- -Q~,e,_ f . ~--rY-!:JS. 

Covey, G~ Nelson, ~ - Lounge, and Dave Hilmers areAmeR o~ 
l,;~e.. ·~ / (, 

Ute space ege, but wh-at. the'y 1ei,resent i& a spirit -w:fiese root 

are- deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

4,,-{l live h 
t' j , '.-7 no ot er way. , 1 , , J.:" 

b· i ), iY-:. ,:J, 

Our early settler~aae great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 
ue.. /i.:,.. <A,,-. !J~ 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we canno~ stand still, we are 
{Jiµ µ~.,, ;.£~e r d--- ~ 

not content, and we are not afrai T : pay tribute to those who 

I , l It 
1~ "· --,-



- 2 -

i 'n~ 
came before us~by continuing their guest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to ~acttltua- aad push 

toward the far frontier( 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every Ame~ic,n~ that will lift the shuttle 
M °:1 n·J r-- Q...- o.'. -:;t ~ t ct_ 

into the heavens.~nd~ ring it safely back to Earth. 

hnd ~ext Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 
't'Yl. <v ,} i (,l s 
~'s infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 
'I 

.,,,d) , I -:?Jt 
path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 
l/"€., ~~ 

new era that mankind is entering. ~ ✓0>' .>, a great 
- .J,µ•"' '-'\ A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

2), 
Cl, 

.J which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you emb~dy that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day~ be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvasJ
1 

l i ~ge enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 
tr-a,.,,_t ,1,~ . . . 

Mae¼. Journey into space, like every great voyage of 
f} t.,....r 

discovery, will become part of --mankind""s 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of 

unending journey of 

~ ·1 . ~ space, .:irr:..n wi 1 find~ 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny~ Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. ! 

~ 
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JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is , our 

space program doesn't i nvest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program, and America is proud of 

you. 

Next week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans lift off from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again -- and we are going there to 

stay. "Rick" Hauck, Dick Covey, "Pinky" Nelson, Mike Lounge, and 

Dave Hilmers are space-age pioneers, but their spirit is rooted 

deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and we 

will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can live 

no other way. 

Our early settlers knew great risks and made great 

sacrifices, but with their sacrifice, they moved the frontier 

forward and built a great Nation. Neither can we stand still, 

nor b e content, and we are not afraid. Ill fortune can slow us 



- 2 -

down, but it cannot stop us. You can delay our long trek to 

greatness, but you cannot halt it. How better can we pay tribute 

to those who came before us then by continuing their quest for 

knowledge, their struggle against limits, by continuing to push 

toward the far frontier? 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens. And may the hand of God bring it safely back 

to Earth. 

Next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven precious 

souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the Challenger. 

With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned America to 

reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into the stars. 

This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the Challenger, as 

we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of mankind's infinite, 

limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it becomes easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to monitor arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that we are entering. 
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I believe the American people today are casting their eyes 

toward space with greater eagerness and anticipation than ever 

before. An entire generation is re-discovering their interest in 

space, the interest they had as children when in the 1960's in 

grade schools throughout our country, they watched on television, 

together, the lift-offs of Glenn and Shepard. And as for our 

young children, the children of the 1980's, well, I can tell from 

the letters they send me that they're ready to go -- and that the 

sky is not the limit. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 

I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. The 

dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we can only 

dream of will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 
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Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have the space station Freedom orbiting the 

Earth in 10-years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day may be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars or to inhabit a 

permanent base on the Moon. Let every child dream that he or she 

will be that person, that he or she may one day plant the Stars 

and Stripes on a distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 

And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits that we will find a 

canvas large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Mankind's journey into space, like every great . voyage of 

discovery, will become part of our unending journey of 

l iberation: In the limitless reaches of space, we will find 
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liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. 

[One cold January day in 1986 I read part of a poem to a 

Nation in grief. I want to leave you today with the rest of that 

poem -- because it's a poem about joy, about all the joyous 

endeavors. It is "High Flight,'' by John G. Magee, Jr., an 

American pilot who flew with the Royal Canadian Air Force in 

World War II. It goes:] 

[Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, 
and danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings, 
Sunward I've climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth 
of sun-split clouds, and done a hundred things 
you have not dreamed of --
Wheeled and soared and swung 
high in the sunlit silence. 
Hovering there I've chased the shouting wind along, 
and flung my eager craft through footless halls of air. 
Up, up the long, delirious burning blue 
I've topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace, 
where never lark or even eagle flew --
And, while with silent lifting mind I've trod 
the high untrespassed sanctity of space 
Put out my hand and touched the face of God.] 

Thank you all and God bless you. And God bless America. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
_ --,_ 

_Jr...) 

FROM: MARK KLUGMANN -
SPEECHWRITER TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Speech at Johnson Space Center 

A suggestion was made to return to the Challenger Speech in 
the closing of this speech. There is also the concern, however, 
that standing beside the five members of the Discovery crew, the 
repetition of "to slip the surly bonds of earth ... to touch the 
face of God" may seem inappropriate or possibly morbid. Not sure 
whether to go with the poem or not. 
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Please provide any comments / recommendations directly to Tony Dolan 
by Noon tomorrow, Tuesday , 09/20, with an info copy to my office. 
Thanks. 

RESPONSE: 

Rhett Dawson 
Ext.2702 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There' will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk . 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S. , " he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Klugmann/ARD) 
September 19, 1988 
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JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liff ff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 
~,;..,J.'5 

man 's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era ~ a:te metMJd od ; s sat or i n,J. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 
b>HJ will e.¥'p ~re -tlt.e r~ l>e;Jc/4( £,,,,.~,. 's ,:,v-1:,·,-t 

woman ,..e cvEt set feet. 011 the f)l es:net Marti . Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Str i pes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 
u 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 
I\ 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future J.s;r ll8.1'lti~ ef in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvasfiarge enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 
Oux-

Kit.~ ' e journey into space, like every great voyage of 
,.,_, . 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 
A 

/tl,(,/lt"1$, . 
liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, ~ will find ~ 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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(Klugmann/ARD) 
September 19, 1988 
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" </ 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology 

gentlemen: You are the space 

is only ir:!\ool. Ladies and 

programt!J Jf<.ll...~ tJJ.) ftyv.} ~ 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 



- 2 -

came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: 

(Klugmann/ARD) 
September 19, 1988 
8:00 p.m. 

JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 8· 2 • I 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 
tJ e.J(. ;- - /,_ 

/In on~ week;v the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 
~ U. ,·ct::, 11 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like ~ Hauck, Dick 
ll -p; 11Ky ,, ,, M..a:.e.. ,, 

Covey, ~ Qor ~ J Nelson, &c,m,i] Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 
\f4\ O'I\ \.\-e '(' 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to EerifY_]arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS: JOHNSON SPACE CENTER 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1988 

Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S. , " he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Str i pes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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Thank you. Thank you all very much. It is a great pleasure 

to be here at NASA's Johnson Space Center with the men and women 

who are leading America upward in her climb to the stars. It is 

important to remember that it is not some impersonal technology 

that puts our astronauts in space. It is the dedication and 

expertise of thousands of men and women of vision, people like 

you who see no limits, only possibilities. The fact is, our 

space program doesn't invest in machines, it invests in people; 

and you don't launch rockets, you launch dreams. This is the age 

of technology, but technology is only a tool. Ladies and 

gentlemen: You are the space program. 

In one week, the world will be watching as five brave 

Americans liftoff from Earth on the Space Shuttle Discovery. 

America is going to space again; and we are going there to stay, 

because that's where we belong. Pioneers like Fred Hauck, Dick 

Covey, George Nelson, John Lounge, and Dave Hilmers are men of 

the space age, but what they represent is a spirit whose roots 

are deep in our heritage. We are a Nation born of pioneers, and 

we will always create our future on the frontier; Americans can 

live no other way. 

Our early settlers made great sacrifices, but with their 

sacrifice, they moved the frontier forward and built a great 

Nation. Just like our ancestors, we cannot stand still, we are 

not content, and we are not afraid. We pay tribute to those who 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 

Technology does not leave people behind, it carries everyone 

along. I have seen throughout my life that as the technology 

advances it become easier to use, not harder, and the benefits 

become more universal. Today, our satellites make it possible to 

watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U. s. , 11 he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 

that he or she will be the person who plants the Stars and 

Stripes on that distant planet. Yes, I say, it can be done. 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man 's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 
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came before us by continuing their quest for knowledge, their 

struggle against limits, by continuing to sacrifice and push 

toward the far frontier. 

Next week, even more than the thrust of Discovery's great 

engines, it will be the inspiring courage of our heroes, and the 

hopes and dreams of every American, that will lift the shuttle 

into the heavens and bring it safely back to Earth. 

And next Thursday, when the Discovery takes off, seven 

precious souls will soar beside it, the seven heroes of the 

Challenger. With their lives, they moved a Nation, they summoned 

America to reach higher still, as they wrote man's destiny into 

the stars. This mission will be dedicated to the crew of the 

Challenger, as we pledge ourselves to pursue their vision of 

man's infinite, limitless destiny. 

And there is a place for everyone in this future. 
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watch the Olympic games live from Seoul, Korea, to predict the 

path of hurricane Gilbert, and to verify arms control agreements 

between the superpowers. And these are just the first moments of 

a great new era that mankind is entering. 

A young writer in Poland has written a book of fables in 

which he describes countries in terms of colors. "The U.S.," he 

says, "is blue, like infinity. The possibilities are endless." 
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I would agree, and I would add that for America the deepest blue 

infinity is found in the endless possibilities of space. 

The commercial development of space will unleash a new age 

of entrepreneurship for companies large and small. There will be 

new medicines, new materials, new products, and a communications 

revolution. The vibrance and creativity of the free market will 

plumb the full range of possibilities that lie ahead. 

The dramatic advances in technology mean that what today we 

can only dream of, will by tomorrow be not only feasible, but 

inevitable. 

You know, back in Washington, in the Oval Office, I have a 

plaque with a simple, four word message that I keep on my desk. 

And all of you embody that message. Those simple four words: 

"It CAN be done." 

Can America develop a Space Plane that will be able to fly 

from our country to any point on the globe in a couple of hours? 

It can be done. 

Can we develop a space shield to defend America, to protect 

people against nuclear missiles? It can be done. 

Can America have a space station orbiting the earth in 

10 years time? All these things can be done. 

And we can do even more. Somewhere in America, there is 

alive today a small child who one day will be the first man or 

woman to ever set foot on the planet Mars. Let every child dream 
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And you and I know that we are the Nation that must do it. 

Because in the next century, leadership on Earth will come to the 

Nation that shows the greatest leadership in space. 

It is mankind's manifest destiny to bring our humanity into 

space, to colonize this galaxy; and as a Nation, we have the 

power to determine whether America will lead or will follow. 

I say that America must lead. The Nation that has achieved 

the greatest human freedom on Earth must be the Nation to create 

a humane future for mankind in space, and it can be none other. 

It is only in a universe without limits, that we will find a 

canvass large enough for the vastness of the human imagination. 

Man's journey into space, like every great voyage of 

discovery, will become part of mankind's unending journey of 

liberation: In the limitless reaches of space, man will find his 

liberation from tyranny, from scarcity, from ignorance, and from 

war. We will find the means to protect this Earth and to nurture 

every human life, and to explore the universe. Let us go 

forward. This is our mission, this is our destiny. Thank you 

all and God bless you. And God bless America. 




