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Mr. ~ichael H. 01an 
1225 Walnut Street 
~bnes~.en, Pa. 15062 

Cctoher ? , 1 ()P.1 

The l'~ite Fousf> has asked us to reply to your letter ooncernino the 
need for organ <loners. 

You ~inht he interesteo in lmowinq that President Reaaan askerl the 
Public F.-ealth Ser.vice to ccinvene a groUP of experts to discuss ways to 
in~ase the supoly of organ~. for transpJantation. Last ~'Tune the 
~uroP.On C".en~ral asserr-bleii renre&:-ntativ~s of E>.xistina orc.ianizations 
involve;"l in ort1an Procurernen't. One result was the fot-w.nt.ion of the 
1>..mer.ican Council of 'f'ransplantation. A rr..ajor }:'..art of the new 
CouncU 's progr;,m will ~ to ~ucate the public and the 1"!"le!'.lical 
profE:ssion on the need for oona~ oraans. 

Your suqtJe~tion-to reoi.1ire all drivers licenses to innicate if a 
nerson wishes to he an orcan donor-~ula probahly neerl to l'X" done at 
thP state level. As an exaTT"'"lle, tJre Pni~orm hnat()l'llica.1. f'.!ift ?\.ct., 
which provieeB for thP. doncition of tmies am oranns, has been a<'bpte(' 
in som?. for.rr: hy all 50 states a.nd the District of Col tF:'J-,ia. 

I af;I forwardinq your st19aestion to the AmeriC"..an O:>uncil on Trar,splan­
tation for its consideration. 

Best wishes to y0t1 and your dauqhter in ohtaininq a kidney for trans­
plantation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Storm ;.~aley 
Associate Direct.or for 

Cor-1IWnications 

cc: Arrerican Council or, Transplantation 
c/o Dr. Gary Friedlaen<ler 
Section of Orthopedic ~urqery 
Ya.le nnivcrsity School of M~,Hcine 
33 Cedar Street 
New Havm, r.onnecticut 06510 

NIH:OD:BSCHREIBER:cf 
Official file loeated in 1/309 
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Octob r 4 , l BJ 

"'""'-,.. 

Th~::wiC you for your 1 -tt~r cone ,rn • ng .fed.1:-.lr funding o • a heart 
transplant tor your oi~t~.r . y,.!)J.;.tid tho tlei:.lth Car i<"'_nancing 
Admi! i tr at.ion to look i: "CO th . qu tion ot t t..d ~t'ai fundi 1g ot a 
ha'1:rt tr n~1pl •. mt for i r.:.. . .::..~ iu. hey hav'" :uu:o.rmed me that 

1 ra arQ two po ·•ibi iti .,,..., for unui1t9 . 

i •ility i ~~atrict•<l to p~r on · who ~re ntitled to 
~dica.. C$ bene.it 1 th,- bu ·i;.; ox th ir b iu9 -n~it:lt:.:d to Soc~al 

S ~u ity di.-.. ili~y b(;lnt!tit:;: :tr a perio of -c.vo y rs .. 
Mr . L~wis is a disability b -ne icia :.1, t;1 i- edi..-:ure progr m ha -
agre d t pc: y tor <.1 ma1 nu:,1b~r oi heart tr rispl nt tor 
..... I;! ic :r~ • cu 1ici ricu un i;;r national ne, rt tr nsplant ·tu<ly . 
'fhed to . pert.or.\ ~ ont.? ot the six rnedi(.; l 
cent• i. n t 1 :1tudy. 'he medl.c 1 c nter.l involve • 
rt! reopo.,sibl ,A.'or .. \;Ct.1. .. 9 th ica.r~ benf:tf icii:t,.ri~£.; to whuro 

they tur .• ish h rt tr nt.-p..l. nt t.iun .., rvice . 

·rh; 1€1a.ith Cc.1r _ Fina cing Admiuiet.r ... ion .1, tvld. that: they 
b~li~ve t. 1< t two oi: the medic· l c .nt1:::r~ ,z,r -.,till ~ccep ing 

andiduteu ··or h~art tr.:.cnspJ.. ntation und r the ,tudy. 
Th .. ret~re, ii: ir& .. Lew _., it:. a. f edico.rli= dioability b ~ eiiciar1, 
h r physi1,,;i n shc.,uld ~o t • ot OH~ or bot.h ot tit;: ollowing 
phy..,i.ci,rn • to inquire about po ... sibilit.y of hur b .t.ng 
i:l c,~pt~d a tran pl nt caud:.. te u t-~r t.luJir pi.-ogr<-tr.W. 

J CK. • Co .. el nd, A. O. 
A, ociata Pro -~n~or, Surg 
Chi~i, Section of C.rdio~ 

nd Thoru~ic Bur:1 ry 
'l'h Uiu.ve.c-.,i ty (.)__;:_ Arl.zona 

Cit; ,c._ unt r 
Tucson, . Z 85721 

' 

xy ILp rtmnnt 
CUl.;.r 

. onal • .. .i?Qr -u 011, .• D. 
D(:p~rtmt;ld ... uf Surgory 
Univur~ity ot ain.~sot Ho pitale, 
~ ""YO .~ orial .8uildi.1g 
Minn ~poli, it 5 55 
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T·1~ ci• (;•.;;,a p C•;j.~l...,l.~l..t:t tor rt..d1Jr"".l. i..19 0 1.:: ut :L, Uitc:: 
lo l;;!dlc• id prc.,y.car.., V h.l.Ch is 011.cly Gi .. in:i.St:t-: cu bi ... i:i-:: 1:' · •d-• "cl.i. 
s-uv,..!rmaunt t.: :. th: Stat;;t:s. u·:id•~;c t i • p1;og ;ll. ,;;; ci1 St.~ .I:! h~c. 
r ::.:ip•.>,1..;ib.11 • t.y .i:: r o~t....:rH'lir:iny v.n<.lt ~p .... -.:.1..:r.i..,; ~•.l-'"' icu:::. ,_r•~ 
cov ·, d u iucr t.h& ir 1)ro ram.·,, ..... id t.i ! cost. o 1-u C-.>V1.:.1:ted 
t:.~r:Vii.:!\JS in sh,1r .... ~ by th(;; St tL;; t.H1 tilt: t-\:! t~.c .... 1 ,....()\i'er!h, o:;;Utd. 

t''••:i.!8i-' J.vu:11.:1. 1 
-~ • ~dl.Cd.l.d p .n.;igcu1u l ,,::, ~ g{.:u::Jr.:t.1. po icy tnat. i1.. 

•Jr..-~ not. pay io 1e.:.:.rc. tra1. . .1p~~ ~,-::~-. ' " ,! t:.he g.counac tn t lh..• t 

t.r,:H,St.)li;.{nt. ... .l.v:t is an t.::iperi1.:1o:!Jt. J. pr0c;c""ur..:. .>Wl:Ver f the 
.l:·\,.::r.n •·1l ·.:1uic1 Acdic~i • pro1:,r,;1.l! • L:; • h~.; n ",ZM, - ! t:io,1 11 prucen:::, 
u, .c \1hi '.tl C"" se • i.lr ·~ r..:vie'./(:;.U tu u.l:iCt'\rt. i.11 h~tik . .r i.n except.· 01. 

_ .n ..... v~ v\;.!.-'. i. .rurnh1d 't.ha.t t k J. ,u.i11.i.du...i.l J.J .re..: - r _t, 1n JuU 
.!.el t,;r I VJ: . 0 . .i:'... S.:t~r.hc·n&ufl , D1.rcc :vr of r-h~i.,;:iC .. , l .t( ~Vif; ,i io... '• i.ic 
..,,. t. C: OI J?1.HU16ylv •• U.{q..: i~ i:,ut:: (. \.

0

.1 ... in<lividU<.l.t.. W!iv L., 
ret;p0 icii.Jl.J fo::: ..: ·, luct.l::i..rnJ r1..c.1uc::st:::: vr i:1,t (~.-~ception to 
P : ,;;• ~lv .... ni ·':... g,.:.n.e al 1.".lecl.,a.lu p<.:-li(;it'.:~b ... J. l'tmn~:rlvau •;,.t 

~;i '.,.,; to .. i ';;.t'-: ~.1 1:: .. ;: •._~pti• . .i 1 i,1 d ~u 1<::r 1>.:<1rt tr,u1e:;p· a.nt, .. tioH 
·i.;.r ·✓ ice ·or ·1rs . .1.,ewio, :.he Pc:de gov'i:rrnnt..,nt w.J.· 1 P!..\ '- it.., 
. .ular. U! lL ~0:.i . vl: 

;...; . .J·mofBr:i~n 
1·,1:9 Jua:z h:'ly 
Bdgt__;~'lv(Ai, ·!D ~104-· _ 

AVH/ HHS / CAD / pw- l OA.VHA 

l :.~.:;i ~'l:y, 
D.:. ec.;tu..,r 

'! 

g.1..,.., 
'--o ne r~:::>ich.cmt. 

.., .... urrt.'i3l.,CJ .d<.:!. Ce 
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Mr. Jim O'Bd.en 
1729 Judy Way 
Edgewood, Maryland 21040 

Dear Mr. O'Brien: 

'Phi~ ~f~eq;;:n:n ~ your letter concerning Federal funding 

of a heart transplant for your sister. Jl4l:.s Ethel .D4 ''SaHy-!!.. Lew~ 

I asked the Health Care Financing Administration to look into 

the question of Federal funding of a heart transplant for Mrs. Lewis. 

They have informed me that there are two possibilities for funding. 

One possibility is restricted to persons who are entitled to Medicare 

benefits t:' the basis of their being entitled to ..12ocial security disability 

benefits for a period of two years( If Mrs. Lewis is a disability 

beneficiary, der a national heart transplant study the Medicare program 

has agreed to pay for a small number of heart transplant for Medicare 

benefj_ciaries. ~ are to be performed at one of the six medical 

centers taking part in the study. The medical centers involved are 

responsible for selecting the Medicare beneficiaries to whom they furnish 

heart transplantation services."ifThe Health Care Financing Administration 

has told me that they believe that two of the medical centers are still 

accepting candidates for heart transplantation under the study. Therefore, 

if Mrs. Lewis is a Medicare disability beneficiary, her physician should 

contact one or both of the following physicians to inquire about the 

possibility of her being accepted as a transplant candidate under their 

programs: 



Page 2 - Mr. Jim O'Brien 

Jack G. Copeland, M.D. 
Associate Professor, Surgery Department 
Chief, Section of Cardiovascular and Thoracic 
Surgery 
The University of Arizona Health Sciences Center 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

Ronald M. Ferguson, M.D. 
Department of Surgery 
University of Minnesota Hospitals 
Mayo Memorial Building 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 58455 

The second possibility for Federal funding of a heart transpla~ 

~would be under the Medicaid program, which is jointly 

administered by the Federal government and the States. Under this 

program each State has responsibility for determining what specific 

services are covered under their programs, and the cost of the covered 

services is shared by the State and the Federal jZbvernmentS~ Pennsylvania's 

Medicaid program has a general policy that it does not pay for heart 

transplants on the grounds that heart transplantation is an experimental 

procedure. However, the Pennsylvania Medicaid program also has an 

"exceptions" process, under which cases are reviewed to ascertain whether 

an exception to the general policy is warranted. HI have been informed 

that the individual you refer to in your letter, Dr. o. R. Stephenson, 

Director of Medical Review for the State of Pennsylvania, is indeed 

the individual who is responsible for evaluating requests for an exception 

to Pennsylvania's general Medicaid policies. If Pennsylvania decides 

to make an exception and cover heart transplantation services for Mrs. 

Lewis, the Federalfavernment will pay its share of the cost of these 

services. 

Revised by:OEO:ES:JSpiegel:9/23/83:X245-8678 
Typist:MSterling:X245-8370 
Disc: #2 September Communications - O'Brien9/23c 

~ ~:_;r--- ~+~ ~M"4~ ~- ~ 
qp C,-J ,-l:/r,. ~ ~ ✓ 
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, O .C . 20201 

OCT 4 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR SALLY KELLEY 

Attached is a draft response for the signature of the President to 
Mr. Jim O'Brien who wrote concerning Federal funding for a heart transplant. 

k: .... -~ Ad. A/_,I ~,t_ j 

~ iguler ~-­
Chief of Staff 



Page 2 - Mr. Jim O'Brien 

Jack G. Copeland, M.D. 
Associate Professor, Surgery Department 
Chief, Section of Cardiovascular and Thoracic 
Surgery 
The University of Arizona Health Sciences Center 
Tucson, Arizona 85721 

Ronald M. Ferguson, M.D. 
Department of Surgery 
University of Minnesota Hospitals 
Mayo Memorial Building 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 58455 

The second possibility for Federal funding of a heart transplant 

for Mrs. Lewis would be under the Medicaid program, which is jointly 

administered by the Federal government and the States . . Under this 

program each State has responsibility for determining what specific 

services are covered under their programs, and the cost of the covered 

services is shared by the State and the Federal Government. Pennsylvania's 

Medicaid program has a general policy that it does not pay for heart 

transplants on the grounds that heart transplantation is an experimental 

procedure. However, the Pennsylvania Medicaid program also has an 

"exceptions" process, under which cases are reviewed to ascertain whether 

an exception to the general policy is warranted. I have been informed 

that the individual you refer to in your letter, Dr. O. R. Stephenson, 

Director of Medical Review for. the State of Pennsylvania, is inceed 

the individual who is responsible for evaluating requests for an exception 

to Pennsylvania's general Medicaid policies. If Pennsylvania decides 

to make an exception and cover heart transplantation services for Mrs. 

Lewis, the Federal Government will pay its share of the cost of these 

services. 

Revised by:OEO:ES:JSpiegel:9/23/83:X245-8678 
Typist:MSterling:X245-8370 
Disc: i2 September Communications - O'Brien9/23c 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 12, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DRAFT REPLY FOR SIGNATURE OF RONALD REAGAN 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

167567 

LETTER, DATED AUGUST 9, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. JIM O'BRIEN 
1729 JUDY WAY 
EDGEWOOD MD 21040 

SUBJECT: CONCERNED ABOUT INDIVIDUAL WHO NEEDS A HEART 
TRANSPLANT, ETHEL M. LEWIS 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 



The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President 
of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

1729 Judy Way 
Edgewood, MD 21040 
August 9, 1983 

16755 7 

v;,L,,/j$ ~ s i a_ 1 on.behalf of our sister. 
who is in need of a heart transplant. 

Mrs. Ethel M. _.!!._Sally11 Lewis, 

Sally's husband, Norman, died in February, 1983, after heart bypass 
surgery, leaving little in the way of insurance, and no savings. Now, 
less than six months later, we are told that Sally, who just celebrated 
her 48th birthday on July 25, can not survive without a heart transplant; 
and she can not undergo the surgery without funding. 

Sally has three children in their twenties; one is married, but the 
other two live at home--they all need the parent they have left. We have 
seen seen in the past several weeks the kind of action your word prompts 
for the children needing liver transplants--would you do as much for a 
parent? 

We have written to Dr. O. K. Stephenson, Director of Medical Review for 
the State of Pennsylvania, in an effort to be awarded State funding. For 
any information concerning the urgency of this situation, please contact 
Dr. Kennedy at Saint Margaret's Hospital, Old Freeport Road, Aspinwall, 
Pennsylvania 15215. 

We are very much aware, Mr. President, that there are many, many people 
today needing funding for this and other types of costly surgery, but if 
you any help you can give will be greatly appreciated. 

With kindest regards, 

Sister and Brother-in-Law 
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Mr. c. llichard Triola 
Pr':'siclent 
CRr Inv~t11ent Manag5nent, f.,td. 
9601 Wilshirg Blvd. 
CarCTen r.~vel, Suite 25 
P-everly H:i.lls, (".,alifornia 90210 

Ix?ar f"r. Triola: 

This ii=: in renly to your lP.tter to PresMPnt-. Peac.,an ro~rnino Y')Ur 
t.houqhts on orqan tranS!)lants. Yo1.1 are to be coro.ratulatc...a on ~ur 
successful transplant. of a kic1n€y and your. rnsitive attitude tQ\<,•ar<l 
tram,plants. 

You wi ll be int~resten in 'knodnq that the Presic:!ent Rs1'-:ed t.,~ '."'urc,oon 
General of the Public P.calt.h Service to ronvene a '1;,,Crkr_,hop last .1une 
t0 s t.ir.ul-'lte c1.-mcttions of oroans for tran~plantation. One result of 
th,; t.orksr.on. was the for!flc~tion last week of a national 0rC1ani.zation, 
the J\r.,Prican C'.,onnciJ. m Tranfq"lantation. 'This non-profit orctanization 
will [)(,? corrn:,sc,d of ormmhations, health prof~ss jonal s , am other:=: 
ncthrpJv i nt.Arente,-'t in or.qan donation. Its <Y""i~tiv~s ~ill he t:c 
rx,tivate the public t:o donate V(>luntarily organs an~ tissues for 
transplantation: to irrprove oonor iclentification and referral to orqan 
procurerr.ent proqrams t:T), health professionals: to pl'."CTirlte the effective 
US!:' of multiple organs and tissu~s: am to ensure equitable ~ss to 
available organs. 

we mpe the forrnotion of the C:0tmcil plus other me-asures that are 
being undertaken hy the DP.partroent of Health and f'urilan Bervices wHl 
help alleviate the flhort~P. of organs for transplantation. 

NIH:OD:BSCHREIBER:cf 

Sincerely ycmrs, 

Storm h"lhel~r 
.Associate nirector for 

O:)Jm1unications 

Official file located in 1/309 

-~;/~ - .. -
., / V ,_ 

-· 
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CRT Investment Management, Ltd. 
Sales • Management • Consulting 

9601 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • GARDEN LEVEL, SUITE 25 • BEVERL y HILLS, CA !m10 

TELEPHONE (213) 276-8544 • 276-9295 

167568 



CRT Investment Management, Ltd. 
Sales • Management . Consulting 

9601 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • GARDEN LEVEL, SUITE 25 • BEVERL y HILLS, CA 90210 

TELEPHONE (213) 276-8544 • 276-9295 

NEW YORK 
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BEVERLY HILLS 

CRT Investment Management, Ltd. -- l / I 
Sales • Management • Consulting 

9601 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD • GARDEN LEVEL, SUITE 25 • BEVERL y HILLS, CA 90210 

TELEPHONE (213) 276-8544 • 276-9295 

NEW YORK 
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Ms . Veronica B. Jasperse 
13015 CleveJaro Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Dear Ms . Jasperse: 

Reference is made to your letter, dated August 15_,. 1983 , to President Reagan 
regarding the imnigratio-n status of Hr. Ghul am Musta-f a Al vi and his family. 

Mr . Al vi's presence in the United States is currently under review at our 
Baltimore District Office, and a final detenTiination in that regard is 
anticipated i n the near future. 

'!'hank you for yc1ur continued concern in this matter . 

Sincerely, 

~,~ 
P.ssistant co.cnnissioner 
Investigations 

tegional CC'limlissioner (ROINV), Eastern Region - With letter under 
acknowJedge:nent and its attach:r.ents, for your information and appropriate 
foll ow-up. File A23 268 719 rel ates to Giul arn Mustafa A] vi, and is current] y 
maintained at Balt:imnre. 

Investigator Regan of your office advised on Septe:n"her 22, 1983 that Mr. Alvi 
had heeo processed as a B-2 overstay hy Bal tirnore Investigations o.,>1 August 11, 
1983, and had been given voluntary departure . Deportation had heen granting 
him extensions of voluntary departure since then. His current stay expires 
October 4# 1983, and Investigations is prepared to issue an order to show 
cause to him at that time. 

The alle-.Jations in the attached J.ettei:s are basical l y true. Suhject entered 
the u.s. w ith an affadavit of st.-rpport frcm a "Dr. AJve"' from Washington, D .. C., 

who disappeared after suhject arrived in the U.S. He and his f,amily have been 
receiving i ntennittent puh1ic and [)rivate charity since then. It has teen 
confiruied t~at medic.a] treatment is availahJe to AJ.vi in Pakistan. 

COI~V:ELDoJan:jh 9/ 23/83 



Ms. Veronica B. Jasperse 

CC: 
~ hite House 

5<ecutive Secretariat 
COCCO 

Page 2. 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

SEPTEMBER 13, 1983 

TO: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID : 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM : 

167574 

LETTER, DATED AUGUST 15, 1983 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MS. VERONICA B. JASPERSE 
13015 CLEVELAND DRIVE 
ROCKVILLE MD 20850 

SUBJECT: COMPLAINS THAT A FOREIGNER CAN GET MEDICAL 
CARE AND A CITIZEN CANNOT; NO RESPONSE HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED TO HER 2 LETTERS TO DOJ; SHE 
WANTS TO KNOW WHY GHULAM MUSTAFA ALVI 
RECEIVED A VISA - SHE ESTIMATES $300,000 . 00 
HAS BEEN SPENT ON HIS CASE 

:·, ,.. \·. 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

_I 

i" 



The President 

The White House 

Washin~ton, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 

13015 Cleveland Drive 

Rockville, MD 20850 

August 15, 1983 

.1 67574' 

You recently brought nay ional attention to those in need of 

organ transplants, especially liver transplants. Most persons - -- -
are sensitive to the plig ht of such indiv iduals. As one who 

shares much of your political phil-0sophy, I, too, am concerned 

with this issue. Therefore I feel it necessary to call your 

attention to one aspect of this issue. 

There are persons from foreign countries who are receiv ing 

transplants in the United States at great expense to the American 

people. I . feel the reason for this is that certain agencies of 

our government do not always act responsib ly. My inv olvement 

wi th one such case and the knowledge which I hav e acquired over 

a period of three years, has led me to believe it is not an 

isolated one. 

Enclosed you will find copies of two letters which I wrote 

in recent months to the . S. Immigration and Naturalization 

Serv i e .. I hav e not received a response to either letter. 

Since March of 1980 this case has resulted in expenditures 

which I estimate :Go be in excess of $300,000 .00. The greatest 

percentage of this money was provided from state and federal 

funds. I have become increasingly aware that visitors to the 

United States are not e ligible to receive such money. 

The following circumstances indicate how this situation 

happened and how it continues to exist: 

1. Mr. Alvi, a Pakastani suffe ring from renal failure, 

received a visitor visa for medical treatment from the U. S. 

Consulate in Lahore, Pakistan. He insists that he was not 
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required to provide the usual proof of means for support and 

payment for treatment. He arrived in the Vnited States with 

essentially no funds. One must question how he received a visa. 

2. He has received two separate kidney transplants here and 

unfortunately has lost both of them. He is now anticipating a 

third transplant. Being without funds he has not been able to 

contribute anything toward the huge cost of transplantation. 

J. Mr. Alvi received Medicaid and public assistance for a 

period of two years. Both were discontinued because of ineligi- , 

.E_iJ. i_ty: j,n early 198J; however, he continues to hav e his medical 

expenses fully covered with public money under the Kidney 

Disease Program of Maryland. 

4. In May 198J Mr. Alvi applied for and received a new, 

cooperatively owned, subsidzed, public housing unit. He was 

later ordered to abandon this property when it was determined 

that he had falsified his application. The most disturbing 

fact in regard to this housing is that the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development has stated that they do not have 

a regulation which would deny a subsidy to this type of visitor. 

With many Americans living in substandard housing, how can we 

afford to provide subsidies to foreign visitors? 

5. This family will be required to apply for an extension 

of their visa in September. At present Mr. Alvi needs kij ney 

dialysis in order to live. This treatment costs appro x imately 

$25,000.00 per year. Kidney dialysis is a vailable in Pakistan; 

":ransplantation is not. Allowing him ~o remain here as a public 

charge and continue to receive kidney transplants, seems to me 

to be a great injustice to the American people. 

I consider myself to be a compassionate person, but one who 

also has a sense of justice. I believ e the adage, "Charity 

begins at home" is applicable in this situation. I feel it is 

the duty of the government of Pakistan to pay for the support 

and treatment of its citizens while in the United States. If 

the government is unwilling to do this, then the family should 

return to their country. I realize that this would require 

discreet action on the part of the U. S. Government, but I feel 

it must be done. 
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Members of my own family and others with whom I haYe worked 

struggle with other grave illnesses such as multiple sclerosis, 
cancer, heart di sease , etc. without _the assistance of public 

money. It angers me to think t1}at _a f g_:_r~ign, visitor is able to ~-- - -
rec@ive from our_ overnment that which is not a vailable to our 

c itizens. Futhermore, I feel that if $JOO,OOO.OO were given to 

the government of Pakistan for the purpose of improv ing health 

care to all its citizens, the expenditure could be justified. 

The entire issue of organ transplantation is in need of 

scrut iny. Tissue matching and degree of illness are only tyro 

factors in determining who receives an organ. A far more complex 

issue is involved in patient priority. Should a person from a 

foreign country have a precedence over our citizens? 

Respectfully, 

~~42~ 

~~ncls: (2) 



District Director 

13015 Cleveland Drive 

Rockville, MD 20850 

April 26, 1983 

RE: Ghulam Mustafa Alvi, Razia Alvi and children 

FileU A23 268 719 

A.23 268 720 

A.23 268 721 

A23 .268 72.2 

Address: 257 Congressional Lane, Apt.# 114 

Rockville, MD20852 Telephone-301-984-7.232 

Immigration & Naturalization Service 

Baltimore, MD 21.201 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is intended to bring to your attention crucial facts which 

pertain to the case of the above referenced individuals. I feel these 

facts cannot continue to be unaddressed. 

For three years I have volunteered my services to assist this family. 

I have acted as a liaison with charitable organizations and local government 

agencies in their behalf in order to assist them in obtaining support. 

Although Mr. Alvi was admitted to the United States with a B.2 visa 

for medical treatment, he arrived here without any means to pay for treatment, 

moreover, he was unable to provide for his own support. 

I was requested by the Washington Hospital Center, Washington, D.C. in 

May 1980 to explore what help the Catholic Church might provide Mr. Alvi. 

As a result St. Ra~haels Church, Rockville, MD agreed to pay $11,000,00 to 

provide housing and food for Mr. Alvi 0 s family duEing their visit to the 

United States. This affidavit of support did not include any of Mr. Alvi's 

medical expenses. This support began in September 1980. In January 1982 

the Church greatly reduced the monthly contribution; having at this time 

exceeded the $11,000.00. Support continued until April 1983. Enclosed is 

a copy of the letter which terminated this support. 
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The funds which the Church provided are a very small amount of the total 

money this family has been, given. It is only through large expenditures of . 
public money that this family has been able to remain here. 

Montgomery County Social Services provided Mr. Alvi public assistance 

beginning in the fall of 1980 with a monthly check averaging $156.50. More 

importantly, he was issued a medical assistance card at the same time. 

Medicaid, in conjunction with the Kidney Disease Program of Maryland, pay 

for all Mr. Alvi 0 s medical expenses. 

Payment for treatment received prior to 1981 has not been made, This 

treatment included a kidney transplant at the Washington Hospital Center. 

I have enclosed copies of the unpaid bills amounting to $124,686.38. This 

amount does not include the cost of the surgical procedure performed on 

Mr. Alvi's brother who donated his kidney, It also does not include the 

charges for physician fees. These costs remain unpaid. 

Mr. Alvi's treatment began in Maryland in January 1981 at the Shady 

Grove Dialysis Clinic, Gaithersburg, MD. I do not have a statement of this 

account, 

In February 1981 he began treatment at Holy Cross Hospital, Silver 

Spring, MD. The enclosed copies of his account there show payment by 

Medicaid of $7,269.75. This again does not include the physician fees. 

Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore, MD provided Mr. Alvi with his 

second kidney transplant in June ,1981. Although I do not have a statement 

of the expenses incurred, the cost would necessarily be similiar to those 

of the Washington Hospital Center for transplantation, These costs and 

subsequent care at that facility have been paid by Medicaid. 

This family has been a total liability to the people of the United 

States since coming here. In an attempt to change this situation, St, 

Raphaels Church sought information from t he World Health Organization 

regarding the availability of treatment for Mr. Alvi in Pakistan following 

the successful kidney transplant, Even though the reply was affirmative, 

the issue now seems to have changed to responsibility, Mr. Alvi has 

told me repeatedly that I, the Catholic Church, and the American people 

must take care of him and his family, 

In consulting with the coodinator for kidney transplantation at Johns 

Hopkins Hospital, Caro Stennett, I was informed that it is the policy of the 

hospital to administer health care and that the hospital would do nothing 

that would affect Mr. Alvi 0 s stay or departure from this country, 



3 

Montgomery Count y Social Services terminated public assistance to 

Mr. Alvi in January 1983 due to a ruling regarding his _ineligibility. I 

was informed by this office that this action included medical assistance. 

This family is destitute. They should not be permitted to continue to 

beg. The situation is such that I am no longer able or wish to provide the 

help they need. My belief is that they should be returned to their own 

country. The American people have been most generous. 

I have informed Mr. Charles Gordon, attorney representing this family, 

of their desperate situation. The appeal he filed with your office which 

resulted in an extension of visa did not solve the dependency problem. 

I also believe that permission to work is not the solution to their 

problems. Their work skills are such that it is most unlikely that rhey 

will be able to earn sufficient income to meet their expenses, Only 

with family support, a lower standard of living and their country's 

public health policy can they hope to survive, Contrary to Mr. Alvi's 

opinion, I have not met one individual that feels that the American 

people owe this family anything. 

It is with a great sense of urgency that I have written to you. 

With private and public support terminated, I anticipate a crisis. My 

hope is that these facts will result in a new course of action. 

Sincerely yours , 

~d.<}~ 
Veronica B. Jasperse -

Telephone-:301-424-5041 

VBJ:vj 
3 encls 



District Director 

13015 Cleveland Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850 
June 29, 198J 

RE: Ghulam Mustafa Alvi, Razia Alvi and 
Children 

File# A2J 268 719 
A2J 26~ 720 
A23 268 721 
A23 268 722 

Address: 249 Van Buren St., Rockville, MD 
20850 

Immigration & Naturalization Service 
Baltimore, MD 21201 

Dear Sir: 

On April 26, 1983 I wrote advising you of the impending 
situation facing Ghulam Mustafa Alvi and family '. Their circumstances 
have not improved, but have become more urgent. 

The Alvi family applied for and were granted new, federally , 
subsisized housing on June 1, 1983. Howe,:rer, after they occupied 
the unit, serious legal proceedings were taken against them 
because they had provided incorrect information when applying for 
the housing. 

As I stated in my previ ous letter, this family has been 
permitted to become a total 1ublic charge. Their only means of 
survival here involves the v i olation of laws. Had they returned 
to Pakistan as was directed by your office last October, the current 
situation would not exist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alvi have told me that they will never return to 
their country. It is totally unfair to the American taxpayer to 
permit them to be leaches. Surely your office is not waiting for 
immigration reform legislation to resolve this desperate situation. 

Sincerely yours, 

.. 




