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OFFICE OF 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

June 7, 1985 

NOTE TO AL KINGON: 

Don is prepared to sign the attached 
memo. I would appreciate your thoughts 
before he does so. Many thanks. 

c3"'p?4 cf~ 2~co 
Em~ s. oCctc;' 
Assistant to the Secretary 

& Director of External Affairs 

Attachment 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTER IOR 

WASHINGTON 

MEM)RANDUM FDR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION -- 1989 

The Nation will celebrate the bicentennial of its Constitution in 1989. 
Federal support for celebration activities is not only desirable but also a 
certainty. During the nonwnental bicentennial of the Declaration of 
Independence, the Department of the Interior, mostly through the National Park 
Service, played a major role in celebration events. 

Because the Constitution represents the very basic values upon which America 
was founded, we believe its 200th anniversary merits special attention and 
active participation by your Administration which has stood for a r enewal of 
support for our traditional values. 

The National Park Foundation (a private, non~rofit organization chartered by 
Congress to provide private sector support for the enhancement of the National 
Park System) has recommended the rehabilitation of Federal Hall National 
Memorial in New York City and establishment within t hat buildin!6 of "We, The 
People: The Museum of American Constitutional Governr1Jent. 11 

The Federal Hall site is proposed because it corrmemorates a series of seminal 
events in America's quest for freedom and democracy: 

the 1735 trial of John Peter Zenger which marked the notion of freedom of 
the press in America; 

the Stamp Act Con6 ress in 1765; 

the 1789 swearing in of George Washington and John Adams, members of the 
first Cabinet, Supreme Court, House of Representatives and the Senate under 
the Constitution; and, 

also in 1789, House and Senate debate, passage and submission to the States 
for ratification of the first amendments which became the Bill of Rights. 

The "We, The People" Museum is intended to be fully completed by April 30, 
1989. The proposed Museum would 1->resent the ideas of the Constitution, in 
theory and dynamic practice, using the latest in electronic information 
retrieval, presentation and interaction. This emphasis on living ideas is 
particularly appropriate for Federal Hall since it is the site where the ideas 
of freedan and individual liberty were planted and took root. 
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Although the Foundation originally had hoped to establish the Museum with 
wholly private funding, they are now seeking federal appropriation of 
$1 million in Fiscal Year 1985 or 1986 to refurbish Federal Hall. An 
additional $1.5 million will be sought fran the private sector for research, 
planning, design, and installation of the Musewn's ooucational exhibits, as 
v.ell as adaptation of these exhibits for use throughout the Nation by community 
groups. 

We expect Congressional action to provide the supplemental appropriation for 
this effort. I believe the Administration should be supportive. This is an 
historic and patriotic celebration in which we should actively participate. 

OONALD PAUI., HODEL 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN G T O N 

June 10, 1985 

Dear Mr. Connelly: 

This will respond to your recent letter requesting assistance 
in resolving your continuing contractual disputes with the 
American East India Corporation. 

As a matter of policy, members of the White House staff are 
precluded from becoming involved in contested or ongoing 
matters pending before the courts or Executive departments or 
agencies. Accordingly, I regret to advise you that I cannot 
become involved in the issues you have raised. 

I realize this response may be disappointing to you; however, 
I trust you can understand our reasons for adhering to this 
policy as a means of maintaining public confidence in the 
effective and impartial administration of our laws. 

Mr. Eugene W. Connelly 
Post Office Box 6-132 

Sincerely, 

Orig. signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

Ridge Manor, Florida 33525-1914 

FFF:SMo{pab 6/7/85 
cc: ~F-ielding 

SMCooksey 
Subject 
Chron. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

June 10, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: SHERRIE M. COOKSEY~c......-

SUBJECT: Continuing Correspondence from Eugene Connelly 

In March of this year you responded to correspondence from 
Eugene Connelly urging the President to "recall" U.S. District 
Court Judge Charles P. Sifton. Since then, Connelly has been 
writing you about his continuing contractual disputes and his 
failure to obtain any judicial remedy for the wrongs he 
believes have been done to him. His current correspondence 
asks you or the Department of Justice to write to the District 
Court of Philadelphia on his behalf. 

Consistent with our standard policy on such requests, attached 
for your review and signature is a letter to Connelly explain­
ing why we cannot become involved in contested or ongoing 
matters pending before the courts. 

Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM 
OF CALL 

TO : 

Previous editions usable ____. 
□ YOU WERE CA LLED BY- □ YOU WERE VI SITED BY 

OF (O~ganizat ion) 
B{) b ock 
Ja,ci< ll1,fls 

□ PLEASE PHONE ~ --B~TOVON 

~ 15 - S .3o 
□ WILL CALL A GAIN 

□ RETURN ED YOUR CALL 

MESSAGE 

_ IS WAITING TO SEE YOU 

□ WISHES AN APPOINTM ENT 

~ 
-01 ' 

RECEIVED BY !DATE rlME 

63-110 NSN 7540-00-634-4018 STANDARD FORM 63 (Rev. 8-81) 
Prescribed by GSA 

GPO : 1984 0 - 430-306 FPMR (41 CFR) 101- 11.6 
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P.O. Box 6 - 132 
Ridge Manor, FL 33525 - 1914 
(904) 583 - 4907 

May 23, 1985 

Mr. Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: The Constitutional Guarantees of: 
"due process" and 
"equal justice under law". (14th Amendment) 

Further to my ietter of April 30th. 

From my earlier letters, you are aware that in 1968 
my company imported footwear and resold that footwear to domestic 
customers. 

You are aware that a dishonest commercial factor 
stepped in and stole a portion of my proceeds due from those customers. 

You are aware of two complaints (one in the U.S. District 
Court For Ea. Pa.; one in the Supreme Court of New York, N.Y. County) 
from 1971 and 1968: 

neither of which has gone to trial, and 

either of which, if permitted to go to trial, 
would enable me to recover my stolen proceeds. 

With my letter of April 30th, I sent you a copy of 
motion papers to be filed in the U.S. District Court For Ea. Pa. 
on May 22, 1985. If granted, the motion would enable me to collect 
a portion of my lost proceeds and lead to the recovery of the balance. 

I believe that any attempt by a person to obtain 
the "guarantees" of our Constitution, but denied by a Court, would 
be worthy of support by our President, either direct, or through 
the Department of Justice. 

In my letter of April 30th, I asked for that support 
but received no answer. 

My motion papers of May 22nd also asked for relief 
from an ear l ier U.S. District Court order enjoining me from 
proceeding in that court. 



Mr. Fred F . Fielding 

-2-

P.O. Box 6- 132 
Ridge Manor, FL 33525 - 1914 
(904) 583 - 4907 

After service of my motion papers, I received a 
frightening telephone call from my opponent threatening me with 
"heavy fines" and "arrest", if I filed my papers in defiance of 
the injunction. 

Not only did I file, but I put the threats in a 
Supplemental Memorandum to the U.S. District Court. A copy is 
enclosed. 

A President can do great things, if the glare of 
publicity is sufficiently bright: a denied social security check 
can be obtained in one day for an artificial heart patient; a 
laid-off coal or steel worker can be gotten a job; a news reporter 
escaped from captivity in Lebanon 1or a football player) can be 
brought to the White House (and it's cameras). Whatever -- if 
it will "sell". 

But what about the "little" things? The "little" 
things that don't get into the newspapers, or the television news? 

A "little" thing like a citizen being denied the 
very principle on which this country was founded: "equal protection 
under the law" and "due process". 

What would be so harmful for a judge to look at a 
complaint; look at a plaintiff appearing before him without a lawyer, 
a "prose" and say: "State your case"? 

What would be so harmful for the Office of the President 
or . the Dep?rtm~nt of Justice to write to the District Court in 
Philadelphia with reference to my motion of May 22, 1985: 

Thank you, 

EWC:c 

not in support of my motion papers, but 

in support of the right of every person to obtain 
the guarantees of "our"Constitution: "due process" 
and "equal protection under the law"? 

cc: Phillip D. Brady, Dept. of Justice 
Sen. L. Chiles 
V.G. Sauter 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

AMERICAN EAST INDIA CORPORATION CIVIL ACTION 

v. 

IDEAL SHOE COMPANY No. 71-856 

PLAINTIFF 
SUPPLEMENTAL MEMORANDUM 

Re: DEFENDANT 
THREATS OF MAY 2"0, 1985 

On May 22, 1985, there is scheduled to be filed with 

the Clerk of the Court, a plaintiff motion for an Order to have the 

Court recall and annul an earler Order which enjoins and restrains 

plaintiff party of interest, Eugene w. Connelly, from proceeding 

in this court. 

On May 20, 1985, Connelly received from the defendant's 

lawyers a telephone call of such extreme disregard for responsible 

professional practice that the facts must be put before this Court. 

on May 22nd: 

Connelly was told that if his papers were filed 

i. he faced the possibility of "heavy fines"; 

ii. he faced the possibility of "being arrested", and 

iii. there is now a new party of defendant interest in 

this action who will "vigorously pursue" the 

imposition of those penalties. 



failed. 

Efforts to learn the new defendant party of interest 

("Is _it Commercial Trading?" 

"No." 

"Is it Armco?" 

"No.") 

Well, whoever the new defendant party is, it is hoped 

he, or they, will take into consideration the facts and truth: 

I. That by an Order entered in this court on 

July 17, 1975, a third-party, not a party to 

the action (except to bear the costs of 

defense as an indemnitor), a Commercial Trading 

Co., Inc., was awarded$ 7,071.40 of the plaintiff's 

proceeds in this action, with the plaintiff 

being denied true "due process". 

II. That the complaint in this action (moving 

affidavit, Exhibit "B") is "a straightforward 

claim based on goods sold and delivered ... n 

(moving affidavit, p.7, para. 21) but that 

complaint was never tried on it's merits. 

III. That the Court made a second complaint (moving 

papers, Exhibit "E") the "law of the case" in 

this action. That complaint asks only for a 

declaratory judgment in the "accounts receivable 

of Walker" (id, "E-7"). That Walker, an agent 

for Commercial Trading, was not a party to 

either of the complaints. That the "law of the 

case" complaint stated: 



I 

"Plaintiff (Commercial) has no adequate 
remedy at law" (id, "E-5") 

and was filed and calendared in equity in the 

Supreme Court of New York (moving affidavit, 

p. 9, para. 24) and that that complaint was 

never tried on it's merits (ownership of 

the goods). 

IV. That on June 28, 19·71, the named and original 

party of defendant interest in this action, 

the Ideal Shoe Co. filed a Memorandum of Law 

with this court which stated that the two 

complaints (moving affidavit, Exhibits "B" 

and "E") were one and the same in principle. 

That: 

"Here (this Court) (added), the key issue 
is the same as involved in the New York 
action, i.e. , whether the goods were· ·ow·n·ed 
(emphasis added) by American or Walker, 
and though the parties are different in 
name, in effect, they are the same because 
of Commercial's indemnity obligation to 
Ideal." 

"In this context it should be noted that 
if the New Yo'rk pr·oceeding ( the "law of 
the case""; herein) (added) is determined 
in American's favor, this will be dis­
positive of the litigation because American 
will have proved that Walker was merely its 
agent and that it was the owner of . the - goods. 
Ideal will then have· to~ American ·for 
the goods .. :-""7'emphasis added) 

-3-



The words of the original party of defendant interest 

cannot be more clear: if American 

"was the owner of the goods, Ideal will 
then have to pay American for the goods." 

Before being deceived away from either a trial in this action, or 

a trial on the "law of the case'' complaint, this Court found, clearly 

and without qualification, that American, indeed, did own the goods 

and held every document of title (400 F. Supp. 151, 152, 153). 

It is hoped, also, that the new defendant party of 

interest is aware that the United States Constitution in it's Four­

teenth Amendment guarantees to every person "due process of law" and 

no person will be denied the "equal protection of the laws" .... and 

is also aware that every federal judge takes an oath to uphold those 

guarantees. 

While the foregoing is directed to the attention of the new defendant 

party of interest, the following is directed toward any person in this 

country who believes that he or she has guaranteed protections under 

"our" Constitution: 

IF A FEDERAL COURT CAN DENY TO ANY PERSON A SINGLE 

RIGHT GUARANTEED UNDER THE CONSTITUTION, FROM 

IT'S PREAMBLE: 

"We the People of the United States, in order 
to ..... establish justice .... do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America", 

THROUGH IT'S 26TH AMENDMENT GIVING AN 18-YEAR OLD 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE, THEN ANY COURT CAN DENY TO ANY PERSON 

-4-



~ RIGHT, SUPPOSEDLY, "GUARANTEED" UNDER 

THAT CONSTITUTION. 

Before that new defendant party of interest "vigorously" 

pursues the imposition of any penalties, that party must be made 

aware of two facts: 

I. Under the law: 

until the day Connellydies, or until ten days 

after he receives them, Connelly has a 

secured interest in the$ 7,071.40 awarded 

to Commercial Trading (U.C.C. 9-306 (3)), and 

II. Under the Constitution: 

Dated: Ridge Manor, Fl. 
May 23, 1975 

until the day Connelly dies, or until the 

day he receives it, Connelly has a Consti­

tutional "guarantee" that he will be awarded 

"due process" to prevent the loss of his 

honest and lawful proceeds (Amendment 14). 

// 

E • 
P Box 6-132 
Ridge Manor, Fl. 33525- 914 
(904) 583-4907 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO 

THE CHIEF JUSTICE 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Fred: 

July 18, 1985 

Thank you for forwarding the letter from the Descendants 
of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence. As you may 
imagine, we are trying to field questions, ideas and offers 
from many individuals and organizations interested in the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution. 

Once the staff director to the Commission is on board and 
the Commission's work gets under way, we shall forward all 
of our information to their headquarters. 

With best regards, 

Si~;:J • 

Mark W. Cannon 

p~~ j1h" uJ/ 
JJL/ff3 tll 

~-

,IJJ3~ 

/ 

v / 
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ADMINISTRATI VE AS SI STANT TO 

THE CHIEF" JUSTICE 

July 18, 1985 

Dorothy s. Kennedy 
President-General 
Descendants of the Signers 

of the Declaration of 
Independence, Inc. 

East Meadow Lane 
RFD 1 
Pembroke, NH 03275 

Dear Mrs. Kennedy: 

On behalf of the Chief Justice, who is out of the country, 
I am responding to your letter of June 15th, addressed to Mr. 
Fred Fielding at the White: House. 

I share your enthusiam for helping the country celebrate 
the Bicentennial of the Constitution, and I shall forward 
your correspondence to the Staff Director for the Commission, 
once that person is on board. I am sure that there will be 
ways in which you, Mrs. Light and your organization can lend 
your support to this important event. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

f.~non 

cc: Fred Fieldin✓ 
MWC/jdw 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1985 

Dear Mrs. Kennedy: 

Thank you for your letter of June 15, volunteering the 
services of the Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence in connection with the observance of the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution. 

By Public Law 98-101, Congress established the Commission on 
the Bicentennial of the United States Constitution, •to 
promote and coordinate activities to commemorate the bicen­
tennial of the Constitution.• The President recently 
announced the membership of the Commission, and designated 
the Chief Justice to serve as Chairman. A copy of this 
announcement is enclosed for your information. 

In light of the responsibilities of the Commission, I have 
taken the liberty of referring your gracious offer of 
assistance to the office of the Chief Justice. 

Thank you for advising us of the willingness of your 
organization to assist in the bicentennial observances. 

Mrs. Dorothy S. Kennedy 
President-General 
Soc. DSDI, Inc. 
East Meadow Lane, RFD 1 
Pembroke, NH 03275 
Enclosure 
FFF:JGR:aea 7/8/85 
cc: FFFielding 

JGRoberts 
Subj 
Chron 

Sincerely, 

Orig. signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release June 25, ,1985 

The President today announced his intention to appoint the 
following individuals to be Members of the Commission on the 
Bicentennial of the United States Constitution. The Presldent also 
intends to designate Chief Justice Warren E. Burger as Chairman, 
who is a member by law. 

FREDERICK K. BIEBEL is Executive Vice President and Treasurer of 
the International Republican Cooperation Fund in Washington, D.C. 
He was born April 5, 1926 in Bridgeport, Connecticut, and now 
resides in Stratford, Connecticut. 

BETTY SOUTHARD MURPHY is Partner in the law firm of Baker & 
Hostetler in Washington, D.C. She was born March 1, 1928 in East 
Orange, New Jersey, and now resides in Alexandria, Virginia. 

PHYLLIS SCHLAFLY is President of Eagle Forum in Washington, D.C. 
She was born August 15, 1924 in St. Louis, Missouri, and now 
resides in Alton, Illinois. 

BERNARD H. SIEGAN is Distinguished Professor of Law at the 
University of San Diego. He was born ~uly 28, 1924 in Chicago, 
Illinois, and now resides in La Jolla, California. 

RONALD H. WALKER is Managing Director and Partner of Korn/Ferry 
International in Washington, D.C. He was born July 25, 1937 in 
Bryan, Texas and now resides in Potomac, Maryland. 

CHARLES ALAN WRIGHT is Professor of Law at the University of Texas 
at Austin. He was born September 3, 1927 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and now resides in Austin, Texas. 

Upon the recommendation of Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice of the 
United States: 

HERBERT BROWNELL is currently of Counsel with the law firm of Lord, 
Day and Lord in New York City. He was born February 20, 1904 in 
Peru, Nebraska, and now resides in New York City. 

CORNELIA G. KENNEDY is currently U.S. Circuit Judge for the Sixth 
Circuit. She was born August 4, 1923 in Detroit, Michigan, and now 
resides in Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan. 

MORE (OVER) 
.... 
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OBERT CLARK TANNER is Founder and Chairman of the Board of OC 
Tanner & Company. He was born September 20, 1904 in Farmington, 
Utah, and now resides in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

CHARLES EDWARD WIGGINS is currently U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. He was born December 3, 1927 in El Monte, 
California, and now resides in San Francisco, California. 

Upon the recommendation of the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, 
in consultation with the Majority Leader and Minority Leader of the 
Senate: 

HARRY MCKINLEY LIGHTSEY, JR. is Dean, University of South Carolina 
School of Law. He was born December 27, 1931 in Columbia, South 
Carolina, and now resides in West Columbia, South Carolina. 

EDWARD P. MORGAN is owner of the law firm ·of Welch & Morgan of 
Washington, D.C. He was born May 28, 1913 in St. Louis, Missouri, 
qnd now resides in Bethesda, Maryland. 

THEODORE FULTON STEVENS is a U.S. Senator for the State of Alaska. 
He was born November 18, 1923 in Indianapolis, Indiana, and now 
resides in Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

Upon the recommendation of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives in consultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House of Representatives: 

LYNNE ANNE VINCENT CHENEY is currently Senior Editor of the 
Washingtonian Magazine. She was born January 14, 1941 in Casper, 
Wyoming, and now resides in Washington, D.C. 

PHILIP M. CRANE is U.S. Representative for the 12th District of 
Illinois. He was born November 3, 1930 in Chicago, Illinois, and 
~ow resides in Washington, D.C. 

WILLIAM JOSEPH GREEN is an attorney with the firm of Wolf, Block, 
Schorr & Solis-Cohen of Philadelphia. He was born June 6, 1938 in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and still resides there. 

THOMAS HENRY O'CONNOR is a Professor of History at Boston College. 
He was born December 9, 1922 in Boston, _Massachusetts, and resides 
in Braintree, Massachusetts. 

i i i 



Dear Mark: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1985 

I am enclosing a letter addressed to me from the President­
General of the Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence, offering the assistance of that organi-
zation in connection with the bicentennial of the Constitution. 
In light of the Chief Justice's responsibilities as Chairman 
of the Commission on the Bicentennial of the Constitution, I 
thought it best to refer the correspondence to him, and have 
advised Mrs. Kennedy that I have done so. 

Dr. Mark Cannon 
Administrative Assistant 

to the Chief Justice 

Sincerely, 

prig. signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

Supreme Court of the United States 
Washington, D.C. 20543 

Enclosure 

FFF:JGR:aea 7/8/85 
cc: FFFielding 

JGRoberts 
Subj 
Chron 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 8, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ 

Descendants of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence Offer 
of Services in Connection with the 
Bicentennial of the Constitution 

The President-General of the Descendants of the Signers of 
the Declaration of Independence has written you to offer the 
services of that organization in connection with the Bicen­
tennial of the Constitution. There is, according to General 
Kennedy, no active society of descendants of the signers of 
the Constitution, so her society is prepared to fill the 
breach, apparently under some notion of geneological EY__E_res 
(and also because several signers of the Declaration also 
signed the Constitution). A Mrs. William Light of McLean is 
listed as the appropriate person to contact. 

The attached draft reply advises General Kennedy of the 
existence of the Bicentennial Commission, under the recently 
announced chairmanship of the Chief Justice. Also attached 
is a brief note to Mark Cannon, transmitting General Kennedy's 
letter. 

Attachment 
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MASSACHUSETTS - Mrs. Barbara Brooks Walker 
Bedford 

First Vice President-General , 
RIEMA N McNAMARA, JR. 
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Second Vice-President. 

BENJAMIN HARRISON WALKER 
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THE REVEREND HAROLD BEND SEDGW IC K 
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Regist rar-General, 
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SOUTH CAROLINA - Mr. Donald T. Rutledge 

GEORG IA Miss Nina Hill Hopkins 
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New York City 

Wilton 

New York City 

Elizabeth 

Philadelphia 

New Cast le 

Linwood 

Hanover 

Wilmington 

Charleston 

11 7 W. Allen's Lane, Philadelphia, PA 19119 
Treasurer-General, PERCY HAMILTON GOODSELL, JR. 
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WASHINGTON. DC - Miss Florence May Maupin 
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Assistant Treasu rer-General, REAR ADM. SC HUYLER N. PYNE, USN. RET. 
ROGER M. SCHMITT- Personal 

c / o Johnson & Higgins 
95 Wall Street, New York, NY 1()005 

Secretary-General, 
M RS. HANS BIELENSTEIN 

50 Riverside Drive, New York. NY 10024 
Assistant Secretary-General, 

MISS ELISABETH H. O'CONNOR 
163 E. 81st St., New York, NY 10028 

Chancellor-General, 
EDWARD RIDLEY FINCH, JR . 

36 W. 44th St., New York, NY 10036 

June 15, 1985 

Mr. Fred Fielding 
Chrm. BiCentennial USA 
c/ o The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20001 

My dear Mr. Fielding, 

Annapolis, MD 

FRANKLIN BACHE SATTERTHWAITE 
New York , NY 

MRS. LIONEL T. DeFOREST 
Beaufort , SC 

Past President 
WILLIAM WARD, JV 

Wallingford, PA 

AT LARGE -
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William B. Abcrt 

At the recent Annual Congress of the Society for the 
Descendants of the Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence, the membership expressed a desire to 
participate actively in the Commemorative preparations and 
celebrations for the BiCentennial of the Constitution. 

There is no active Society for Descendants of the Signers of 
the Constitution, however more than 100 members of the 
Society for the Descendants of the Signers of the 
Declaration of Independence have a dual heri tage,descending 
from one of th e following: Benjamin FranKl in,Robert 
Morris,George Read,George Clymer and Roger Sherman. 

Washington. DC 

New York. NY 
Ridley Park. PA 
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Indianapol is. IN 
Annapolis. MO 

Philadelphia. PA 
McLean. VA 

Jacksonville. FL 
Springfield. PA 

Philadelphia. PA 
West Chester. PA 
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Mrs. William R. Light has Knowledge of several original 
items peretaining to the men who signed the Constitution. 
She is extremely interested in the 1 isting of these 
paintings, artifacs and memorabilia , that they may be made 
Known to the public. 
Mr·s. Light would also ma.Ke available to you the names of 
members of the DSDI who agree to worK with her and with you 
should you agree to accept their services. 
Her address is: Mrs. William R. Light 

1113 Waverly Way 
McLean, Virginia 22101 

ThanK you for your attention to my letter.I,too, shall be 
most pleased to participate in any way that I can. 

Sincerely yours, 

~x~-v~~ 
Dorothy S. KeRne~~\ 
President-Genera 1 , 
Soc. DSDI ~ I~c -. ~ ' \. ~ 

CC : Hr7 - 'f·r.._a'Fitt .J:,1gt1s~ 11 
/ ~ ':" "She i 1 a Mann 

- Mr. Wm. Ward, IV 
Mrs. Hans Bielenstein 



June 20 , 1985 

Dear Jonathon : 

Your kind letter hos just come to my attention . and I 
want to thank you for your warm words of friendship ,md 
support . I'm sorry for the delay in this roply . but mail 
sometimes takes ,n,hile to reach my desk . 

You raised some ood ooints in your letter about th\: 22nd 
Amenoment au . , as you csn agine, I don1t mind the con­
text m which you chose to discuss this subject even though 
I've made my decision clenr ubout this being my last go­
round . As a rula, I've given my views about nmondments 
to our Constitution only when an issue as under active 
consid ?'ation in the Congress. and then only with o clear 
recognition that the President plays no direct role in the 
submission o:r ratification of such amendments . 

I ctm . however , speak directly .about my own intentions. 
As l've said on a number of occasions, I look forward to 
my renutining time in office as an opportunity to cement in 
pluce our ag nda for a Second American Revolution . For 
our guidepost, we bav·e looked unab shedly at the princi­
ples of tht: fir t Americ«n Revolution -- o revolution which 
took place in the Americas but which was truly s revolution 
tor the entire wol"ld and for all ti{ll.e. 

Our go&lii! are profoundly simple , for they 1~e1y fox• their 
complexity not on the bureaucrntie machi.rui.tions and hedged 
guesses of go 1ernment but ou tb-e rayriad .t.nd miraculous 
workings of the human spirit . I've expressed it often as 
three short words: Tr st the people . If we accomplish 
nothing els~ during my Administr~Uon than a roal expa.i;sion 
of individual freedom -- the nbility to dream , to wor , to 
build and plan ~ better future. and to acquire by one's 
labors the mean~ to fulfill th.at dream -- then I will count 
our efforts a success and c-0ntent myself with the judgment 
of history . 

325255 
YI L/f}i){) 

/l-£/Ji72 
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Jonathan , there may come a time when Congreas carefully 
oonaiders whether it is advisable to remove the limitation on 
the number of terms a President may serve. For now , I am 
confident that our people will choose their leader wisely 
when it comes time for decision in 1988 and that th•y will 
choose on the b&sis of the fundamental principle which h~ 
guided our nation so wt:11 since its birth -- that love of 
liberty , aa Lincoln said, which God has planted tn us . 

Your mf#sauage confirms my t'aith iu oui- nation's future. 
May God bless you and fill your life with every good 
fortune . 

Sincerely . 

RONALD REAGAN f} 

Mr. Jonathan B. Minsk.er 
14615 Southwest 14th Avenue 
Miami, Florida 13158 

RR : AVH :CAD:AVH:sew 6PMNB 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 21, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR CHARLES A. DONOVAN 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERTS~ 
ASSOCIATE COUNSPT~ Tt!E PRESIDENT 

Draft Letter re the President's Views on the 
Twenty-Second Amendment 

Counsel's Office has reviewed the proposed reply to Mr. Minsker. 
We recommend changing "proposal" to "submission" in the last line 
of the second paragraph. The President can and has proposed 
several constititional am~-~-~-~~ 

--r p l.A~ -

(V....,..)<.L L \...,._?t \ 

~~CA~ .v 

.>,..t_ +'-./\J's"-- ---h5 C r-,.. () I p..S A '(-' • 

~1 ~' 

~~\\\) ~~ 

1l~~~r 
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l~sident Ronald Reagan 1 ~lo The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

14615 S.W. 64 Avenue 
Miami , Florida 33158 
February 10, 1985 

. . 

I am wri ting to address a particular amemdment to the United States 
Constitution that could hinder the social and economic growth of our coun­
try. First, I would like to congratulate you on your re-election, and I 
hope I was successful in recr~i t i ;g-;~~ m; ny"'vot.es or yotias"T'could. I 
am truly delighted that our country will spend its next four years under 
your leadership. fil name is Jonathan Minsker and I am a sophomoa'.'ec1.at<t.m\d­
ing Pa lmetto Senior -High. SchZ'o r i n-~ H ami. r am-....a bit of a procrastinator , 
so when Mrs . Rosenberg, IJ!Y. honors English teacher, assi~ned my class to 
write a l e tter to the President, I was r-a ther '-pi e'a~~~d-: • - ' - ,u -

..__ - .. --- -•-- •< -~· .. ~ _ _,.., •• - .., 

As I said earlier, I am delighted you have earned "four more 
years,'' but because of the twenty-s econd amendment, adopted in 1951, 

\\ 
which limits you two only two terms in office, these will be ybur l latt 
four years as uour leader. I am truly concerned about this because over 
the last four years you have led our country down the road to recovery. 
I feel that this is an area in which, just like the twenty-first amend­
ment which repealed the eighteenth, government should initiate a change. 

In the mid-twentieth century-during F.banklin D. Roosevelt's terms­
our nation was desperate for recovery and accepted Roosevelt's policies 
with no quest ions asked . That time was a time of waE and economic in­
stability, and many economic experts feel the war would have brought 
America out of its economic depression, even without Roosevelt's "New 
Deal." The country did not realize this(for even you voted for Mr. 
Roosevelt), and therefore Franklin Delano Rooseve lt was elected to four 
terms. 

I am r eviewing this period for the reason that Congress used the 
Roosevelt per iod as a "prima facie" argument for ratifying the twenty­
se cond amendment to t he Cons t itut ion. In today's America people greater 
understand the ramifications of your policies, and judging from the man­
date they gave you, the people approve. It is often said that it is 
harder to rule in a time of peace than a time of war. Roosevelt led 
in a time of ~aEcc , while you, Mr . President, are l ead ing in a time 
of peace and are still winning the people's approval. your programs are 
working, and it is a simply unjustifiable action to curtail our nations 
growth using the events of forty years ago as a justification. The 
major argument in support of the twenty-second amendment is to guard 
against one man or administration gaining too much power, but today we 
stress a resistance to change, especially when it is not needed--and 
today that change of leadership is simply not needed. 
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Thanks to you, Mr. President, the economic stagnation this country 
' Sdffered is finally beginning to disappear, but without repealing the 
twenty-second amendment, further growth will not be assured. I may 
sound like a pessimist, but to that I say, "Why change 'leadership 
that's working' ," As for now, I hope your second term is a successful 
one , and I am looking forward to the next four years, maybe even more. 

I truly appreciate you spending your va luable time to read my 

Ll
etter , and I would greatly appreciate if you could respond to my 
pinions. I am looking forward to hearing more of yours, and maybe 

we can extend that "Second American Revolution" you discussed in your 
tate of the Union Address to more than four years. Thank you very much. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

1N A '.:,, H I r--J G T O f' I 

July 22, 1985 

Dear Mr. Perry: 

Thank you for your letter to the President earlier this year. I 
apologize for the delay in responding, but the Supreme Court on\ly 
recently finished its Term and the cases it decided frequently 
touched on the First Amendment. 

I am not acquainted with the court case you refer to, but the 
President certainly shares your belief that this area of the law 
has become confused and contradictory. It is certainly not unconsti­
tutional to swear the oath of office on the Bible, and the Supreme 
Court only recently ruled that it is not unconstitutional for a 
chaplain to open the session of a state legislature with a prayer. 
It is difficult, if not impossible, to square these principles with 
the decision you describe. Please be assured, however, that the 
President shares your conviction that swearing an oath of office 
that includes a reference to God is appropriate. He himself has 
done it four times in the last twenty years. 

Mr. Peary Perry 
Pathfinder Plaza 
P.O. Box 1539 
Wimberley , Texas 78676 

FFF/ HH : jmk 
c c: \FFF ielding 

HHewitt 
s ubj ect 
chron. 

Sincerely, 

Orig. signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



THE WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 

July 17, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: HUGH HEWITT~ \J_,~ 
SUBJECT: Letter to the President 

from Peary Perry 

Mr. Peary Perry wrote the President in February to protest a 
decision of a federal court declaring unconstitutional the Texas 
requirement that elected officials affirm their belief in God. 
Attached for your review and signature is a draft reply. 

Attachment 
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February 12, 1985 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the United State 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear President Reagan: 
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Last week it was announced that aetheist Madilyn M. O'Hair won a law suit 
in which she challenged the requirement that Texas elected officials and others 
affirm their belief in a superior being (God). 

The reason for the settlement of the suit was that a federal judge ruled that 
this requirement was not in the federal constitution and since it superceded the 
state, then the Texas requirement was unconstitutional. 

My question is , if that is true, then why would you hold a Bible while bein 
in? Is this done to apprear to "1lie citizens that you believe in God? If this is 
not reqmreiI by law, shouldn't it be? 

Please do not misinterpret the tone of this letter. I do not doubt your faith or 
your dedication to your position. I have supported you in both elections and think 
you are doing a fine job. I am concerned over another of our rights or freedoms 
being legislated away without the knowledge or support of the American public. 

I don't understand how our leaders can be fighting for prayer in our schools, when 
they are not required to acknowledge that there is anyone to pray to. 

Is there a logical answer for this _question? 

Sincerely 

~~ 
Peary Perry 

PP:py 
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MAY 2 4 1985 
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Mr. John J. Koelemij 
National Associatfon of 

Howe Builders 
15th and M Streets, NW 
Washfngton, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Koelemij: 

tJh~ ~ c~(~d),1 

f2rw. q, 

• 

I am responding to your letter of Septenoer 20, 1985, al so signed by 
Messrs. Cairn, Roberts, Albers, . and Ze11ars, to the President about the 
def1c1t. 

The President shares your concern about the need to balance the Federal 
budget. President Reagan supports the Grann-Ru<han amendment, which would 
lead to a balanced budget by 1990 without rafsing taxes. This proposal 
reduces the deficit by enforcing spending restrafnts .tlile honoring 
COl!lllitments on social security and defense. Adoption of Gram-Rudman 
should help to ensure the continued strength of the econ~. 

Thank you and your col leagues for the thoughts of your respective trade 
associations on this important subject. 

bee: Official File (BRD/FAB) 
Chron (245:84) 
Public Affairs 
Mr. Modlin 

BRD/FAB:CGoldsmith/cl 11-14-85 
White House Liaison Rm 91 

Sincerely, 

I !/1q / ob 
Edwin L. Dale, Jr. 
Assistant to the Director 
for Public Affairs 
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REFERRAL 

0 F F I C E 

NOVEMBER 6, 1985 

TO: OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
,1 

DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY 
/ 

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING: 

ID: 

MEDIA: 

TO: 

FROM: 

340444 

LETTER, DATED SEPTEMBER 20, 1985 

PRESIDENT REAGAN 

MR. JOHN J. KOELEMIJ 
NATINAL ASSOCIATION OF HOME 
BUILDERS 
15TH AND M STREETS, N.W. 
WASHINGTON DC 20005 

SUBJECT: WRITES IN SUPPORT OF A CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT TO BALANCE THE BUDGET 

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN 
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE 
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486. 

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE 
(OR DRAFT) TO: 

AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE 

SALLY KELLEY 
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON 
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

?}"~ s 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

·5 '-/Otlt./ i 
. I.~ '• 

t. t.. 1 v·E. D 

85 i:~:1 6 ~~ .. t>~~~ er 20, 1985 
- . 

cot •.• 

·, !.i L. SGE UNIT 

The undersigned organizations are deeply concerned with 
the inability of Congress and the Administration to achieve a 
significant reduction in the federal budget deficit as embodied 
in the FY'86 congressional budget resolution. 

We therefore strongly urge tha.t._the......C~ng r:.e.aa.._e__n9ct _t n i.J;i 
y~ar a_....£Q__r.!..~titutj ongl,_gmendment_ to bglaQCft t n~. b~ q_g~t~ We 
support a constitutional amendment which would require both 
a three-fifths vote to approve a budget in which outlays exceed 
receipts and a three-fifths vote to approve raising taxes at a 
rate faster than the growth in gross national product (GNP), 

Without such action this year, we are concerned that over 
the long run, large deficits will lead to higher interest rates, 
higher unemployment, and inflation, and the economic vitality 
of the country will be seriously jeopardized. 

Sincerely, 

,:;: ~ ~ ,/b iLf tfl4/4:t( 
James G, Cairns, Jr. David D. Roberts 
American Bankers Association National Association of Realtors 

-~- •~ -r-Ji'.'._,. __.,I 
A'l , •• ~ .,_ ~ ~ciation of J ~~ 

rs 
National Counc i l of 
Savings Institutions 

~ "d~ John ~ ·~ 1 

United States League of 
Savings Institutions 
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