Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: FE002

(Federal Government: Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution)

Case File Number(s): 490000-513999
Box Number: 3

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 02/19/2025


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/

Reagan(40) Review Tracking Page 1 of 1

U.S. National Archives & Records Administration

Current Status Details
for CTRH RECID: 490260CU
MAIN SUBCODE: FE002

[Current Statusjl None ‘
I User Name —“ dbarrie I

| status Date || 2010-09-29 |

[Case Number —l

| Notes —” Transferred to FE002-01 l
|7Change Status | | Close Window |

Review Status History
No. Status Date @~ User Case Number Notes
1 None  2010-09-29 dbarrie Transferred to FE002-01

http://172.28.127.34:8082/PERPWEB4(0/SaveReview.do?method=saveNewReview 9/29/2010


















louisville, Fentucky
June 17, 1937

Jenator "owaorc lCoker
Chief of stoff

The ./nite llouce

1600 Fennocylvanic venue
vachington, DeCey, 20500

Dear Senator Loker:

Jor some time 1 nhove been involved 1n the Kentuclty Bicentennicl
Celebration of our United States Constitution, neinly becuuce

my hobby 1s calligravhy sert. Setty Jeay, the Jirector of the
United stotes Constitution Celebration Froject in Kentucky en-
courcgec me to create something that would promote interegct in
the celebration. 0 bagiczlly what T have is the "Charters of
Jreedom' in noster type document form, designed to invite citi-
zen prriiclpation by personally affirming, with their signatures,
the wicdon of our wounding iathers.

.n several occasions during the past many months, I have dlsplayed
these pocters in public areas, and during symposiums held in
Kentuclky regarding the Constitutional Celebration, inviting both
young and old to "sign'" the Constitution, the 23111 of Rights, or
the Declaration of Indevendence - - or all three, 1f they so de=-
sireds Iy efforts have been continuously rewarcec by observing
the obvious feelings of versonal involvement with these great
documents shown by the many citizens who, with much care, and
often much considerstion, affixed their signatures,

would 1t be possible for the Fresident, Vice President, The
Cabinet, the Jhite llouse Staff, Supreme Court Justices, and
nmembers of the Senate and the flouse of Revresentstives all to
slgn the enclosed set of posters of the "Charters of ireedon"
cs oart ol the Bicentennial Celebration? The cocuments could
pe uced thnereofter for whatever purpose would be deemed ap,'ro-
oriatcee.

I thank you for your ottention.

TDesvectfullv.

ey e
5312 Dayton lLvenue
vouisville, Kentucizy 40207

(502)895-2508









THE WHITE HOUSE ABC:ACR:nge
ABCulvahouse
ACRaul

Chron

WASHINGTON

July 27, 1987

Dear Mr. Langer:

Thank you for your letter to the President regarding Lt. Col. Oliver
L. North's Fifth Amendment rights. As you know, Col. North has

now testified before the Congressional Select Committees
investigating the Iran/Contra matter, but we appreciate your
bringing your perspective on this subject to our attention.

Sincerely,

Original Signed by ABC

Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr.
Counsel to the President

David Langer, Esqg.
153 Dunham Place
Woodbridge, NJ 07095



July 27, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE, JR.

FROM: ALAN CHARLES RAULAQG//

SUBJECT: David Langer - Writes Regarding Lt. Col. Oliver
North's Fifth Amendment Protection

Attached for your review and signature is a letter responding to
Mr., Langer.

Attachment












Page Three

Examples of military regulations requiring accounting ani
reporting by military personnel which were upheld despite
claims of self-incrimination are: US v. MacDonald. AFCHMR.

14 MJ 615; Kauffman v. Secretary of the Air Force, 415 F 2d
9I1; and US v. Jones. CGCMR, 4 MJ 589.

This principlie enables the Defense Department to
Constitutionally compelANorth to testify against himself.

‘The General Couhselkof the Defense Department reached the
opposite conclusion in a'legal opinion submitted to‘the Tower
Commission on behalf of the President; “Military personnel
are protectedAagainst compelled self—incriminafion by the
~Fifth Ahendment and -- the UCMJ" (Tower Commission Report.
pages 517-518, paperback edition). But the courts-martial
_ Cases he cftes invblve military orders. which are inapplicable
"-to miiitary regulations which;‘we have seen, do not protect

military personnel against compelled self-incrimination. His

.further opinion that North would receive defacto immunity from
his téstimony by obeyiné an uncbnstitutional order to report and
account'fér his conduct is contrary to the military regulation

cases cited above which held the regulations to be
. cohstitutionalland which were successfully prosecuted by his

. own.office. His citation of five Supreme Court cases as to
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THE WHITE HOUSE
CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET /:EOC "2
INCOMING

DATE RECEIVED: AUGUST 03, 1987

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE CARL LEVIN

SUBJECT: ENCLOSES COPY OF REQUEST FROM ROBERT
XKACHADOURIAN OF BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MICHIGAN

REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF A STUDENT FROM
THE HAVILAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, WATERFORD,

ACTION DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACT DATE TYPE C COMPLETED

OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD

WILLIAM BALL orc 87/08/03 _ w4 A §70% O kY .

: REEERRAL NQTE: 4 R ,_
1[\4 /;'-”‘r‘n/m, n ?@himf] AR VTN 5% R AN A
REFERRAL NOTE:
T T
REFERRAL NOTE:
T T
REFERRAL NOTE:
/1 /7

REFERRAL NOTE:

COMMENTS: * MICHIGAN TO JOIN THE PRESIDENT DURING HIS
NATIONWIDE BROADCAST IN HONOR OF THE
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS FOR THE

CONSTITUTION
ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: MEDIA:L INDIVIDUAL CODES: 1210
MAIL USER CODES: (A) (B) (C)
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*ACTION CODES: *DISPOSITION *OUTGOING *
* * *CORRESPONDENCE: *
*A~-APPROPRIATE ACTION *A-ANSWERED *TYPE RESP=INITIALS *
*C-COMMENT/ RECOM *B-NON-SPEC-REFERRAL * OF SIGNER *
*D-DRAFT RESPONSE *C-COMPLETED * CODE = A *
*F-FURNISH FACT SHEET *S-SUSPENDED *COMPLETED = DATE OF *
*I-INFO COPY/NO ACT NEC* * OUTGOING *
*R-DIRECT REPLY W/COPY * * *
*S-FOR-SIGNATURE * * *
*X-INTERIM REPLY * * *
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REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO CENTRAL REFERENCE
({ROOM 75,0EOB) EXT-2590

KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING
LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO RECORDS
MANAGEMENT.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 9, 1987

Dear Governor Casey:

On behalf of the President, thank you for your letter bearing the
first day issue of the Pennsylvania Commemorative Postage Stamp.

Please be advised that I will bring your letter to the personal
attention of the President.

If I can be of further assistance, please let me know.

Sincerely,

%d,@@/g

Judy A. Black
Special Assistant to the President
for Intergovernmental Affairs

The Honorable Robert P. Casey
Governor of Pennsylvania
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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August 26, 1987

Honorable Ronald W. Reagan
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr., President:

It gives me great pleasure to write this letter bearing
the first day issue of the Pennsylvania Commemorative Postage
Stamp.

In this year when America celebrates the bicentennial of
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, we are proud
to recall that it was right here, a hundred years before the
Constitution, that William Penn founded our "holy experiment"
based on the ideals of representative government, religious
tolerance and ethnic diversity. The same ideals created a
nation and have inspired free people everywhere.

Now, two hundred years later, Pennsylvania retains its
historic commitment to diversity and tolerance, to economic
opportunity and civil rights for all our citizens. That is
what this year's constitutional bicentennial is meant to
celebrate. The genius of those who met in the building
pictured on this commemorative stamp was their ability to
frame a system equal not only to the needs of their own time,
but to the challenges of an unknown future. The greatness of
the constitution is not simply that it has endured, but that
it has continued to evolve, The work of extending and
safeguarding its rights and guarantees must continue in our
own day, and for the next two hundred years.

We look forward to welcoming you to Independence Hall in
September to celebrate our shared legacy as a state and as a
nation.

Sincerely,

/;27/ Robert P. Casey

Governor















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

- January 5, 1988

Dear Ms. Donnelly:

In the context of recent discussions regarding a balanced budget
amendment, Howard Baker shared with me your letter regarding
possible constitutional conventions. Senator Baker and I agree
that the concerns you expressed on behalf of the Republican
Women's Federation of Michigan are certainly valid: a
constitutional convention would entail certain risks.

While the President has expressed his intention "to take the case
directly to State legislatures," should Congress fail to address
the question of a balanced budget amendment on its own, he has,
nonetheless, not activelyv campaigned for a constitutional
convention.

The continued hope of this Administration is that Congress will
face up to its fiscal responsibilities, as the American people so
clearly wish it to do, and eliminate the need for a convention.

On behalf of the President and Senator Baker, I have the pleasure
of extending to you and your organization his best wishes.

Sincerelyv,

- 7

T. Kenneth Cribb, Jr.
Assistant to the President
for Domestic Affairs

Ms. Elaine Donnelly

Legislative Chairman

Republican Women's Federation
of Michigan

17525 Fairway

Livonia, MI 48152
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17525 Fairway
Livonia, Michigan 48152
August 13, 1987

The Hon. Howard H. Baker, Jr.
Chief of Staff to the President
The White House

Washington D. C. 20500

Dear Mr. Baker:

This letter is addressed to you on behalf of the Board of the
Republican Women's Federation of Michigan, on which I serve as Legislative
Chairman.

Mr. Baker, those of us who don't wish to see the President associated
with a losing cause are very disappointed to see Mr. Reagan constantly men-
tioning, and appearing to endorse, the unwise and unacceptable campaign
to get 34 states to call for a constitutional convention (Con-Con).

Recent attempts by the proponents of a Con-Con to directly involve
the President in their fundraising campaigns and their game of constitutional
brinkmanship are deeply resented by Republicans whose concerns for the Ameri-
can constitution are far stronger than our usual inclination to follow the
President's lead.

Contrary to impression left by the pro Con-Con fundraising letters (I
received yet another one last week, copy enclosed) Michigan's House bill
calling for a constitutional convention was soundly canned last month.
There is no way that those of us who care about the Constitution will allow
such a bill to pass in Michigan, or any other state for that matter.

Mr. Baker, the opposition to the Con-Con campaign is bi-partisan, and
growing stronger across the country. Members of the Republican Women's
Federation of Michigan worked hard to defeat the Con-Con bill in 1985, and
we were pleased to see a Republican woman legislator, Rep. Shirley Johnson
successfully move to dispose of the bill on an unequivocal 20-4 vote of
the Appropriations Committee on June 17.

In Michigan, many Republicans were appalled by the irresponsible tactics
that were used in 1985 by the coalition pushing for the Con-Con call, and we
don't understand why the President would want to align himself with a
campaign like this. I have enclosed some news clippings and Republican Rep.
Dick Allen's testimony before the Montana Legislature that describe the
tactics used by balanced budget amendment proponents who refused to admit
the risks involved with the call for a Con-Con. (The Montana Senate defeated
the Con-Con bill this year by a vote of 45-4).



Mr. Baker, as Republicans, we support the goal of a balanced budget
amendment to limit federal spending without raising taxes, but even that
worthy goal does not justify a high stakes poker game in which the U. S.
Constitution is used as a bargaining chip.

We are deeply concerned by former Chief Justice Warren Burger's
comment here in Detroit last January that "That there is no way to put a
muzzle on a constitutional constitution.”

The President has saluted the 32 states that have called for a
constitutional convention, but so has the ultra-liberal writer Gore
Vidal. 1In a recent article entitled "Refreshing the Tree of Liberty,"
Vidal wrote "When two states vote in favor, such a convention will be
unavoidable. It is a nice irony that the far right--disguised as conservatives—-—
can take credit for so fundamental and radical an upheaval...they have set in
motion the great engine that will overthrow the very Constitution that they
insist be so strictly constructed..."

It's too bad, Mr. Baker, that the President's August 12 speech was
spoiled by his reference to the campaign for a constitutional convention.
We sincerely hope that the President will reconsider, and back away from
this losing cause.

We regret this disagreement with the President, but nevertheless
extend our best wishes to the President for success on other issues.

[ K JUVIUUERIPR N, [

CC: Mrs. Irene Mitchell
President, Michigan RWFM

P.S. In his speech, the President said that if Congress fails to act on
a Balanced Budget Amendment, the voice of the people (in calling for a
constitutional convention) will grow stronger.

I am not aware of any evidence whatsoever that the American people
favor such a convention--nor is there any evidence that the American
people even know that Congress would have no choice but to convene
such a convention if only two more states call for it. Please note
that even though NTU President Jim Davidson has repeatedly admitted that
he personally favors a Con-Con, his organization has consistently and
dishonestly tried to mislead the people by deliberately omitting any
mention of the Con-Con is their advertising aimed at Michigan legisla-
tors who refused to vote their way.
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Gore Vidal

EViD PAPER
B care being urged to celebrate our
y3 A Constitution’s 200th anniversary. I
-3 W socnothing at all to celebrate.
Liather, let us save our platitudes, our gleam-
g tautologies for 1991, when the Billof -
Nizhis will have its bicentennial. Those 10
amreidients are forever worthy of celebra-
tion, as opposed to the peculiar and dismal
cocument to which they were so sublimely
attached. Although Fam not entirely per-
suaded that a written constitutionis a good
idea, Iam entirely oppnsed to the current bit
of patthwerk that provides us with so much
i justice and civic corruption at home and
unndless imperial aggression abroad.

Lately, the residents of the White House
have iaken to chatiering about “the juris-
pructence of criginal inient.” Apparently,
nething that was not intended by the origl-
nal inventors of the Constitution shouid ev-
er become law. This ks gorgeous nonsense,
since no one knows what, precisely, any of
thuse well-10-do 55 white men originally in-
tended. Allthat we do know is thatthey cob-
bled tegether a federal system that none re-
parded assacred or, in some cases, even
much goed Thomas Jefferson wassafely
out of the country when the essentially Tory
Consuitution was hammered out. He was so
little enthusiastic with tbe result that ke pro-
posed a new convention every generation on
the ground that “We might as well requirea
man to wear still the coat which fitted him
asaboy.asacivilized society toremain ever
under theregimen of their barbarous ances-
tors.

Poor Jefferson was a spiritual Darwin-
jat Little did be foresee that 200 years later
we, his heirs, would be the barbarians and
he asad, civilized. unheeded voice from the
past, while a barbarous stone effigy of bim
defaces what was once a decent Dakota
mountainside. The only thing that he got
straight was that each generation would
need 1o alter its institutions, while guarding
its “inalienahle” rights. Two centuries later,
wc maintain reverently our rotted institu-
tions while addressing ourselves with ever
greater ingenuity to the destruction of the
Bill of Rights.

As!donotcome from law or academe,
feelobligcd tomake one referencetoa pre-
decessor in my field, as they say. Sixty years
agoan Amcrican novelist wrote, “Thereis
nothing like a Revolution for making people
conservative; that is one of the reasons wby,
for instance, our Constitution, the child of
Revolution, is the most conservative in histo-
ry.” This is some'what byperbolic — ours was
not much of a revolution, and Athens’ cop-
stitution, as described by Aristotle, is more
conservative than ours — even so, Edith
Wharton got it about rigit.

hattodo?lamone of the few peo-
ple outside an institution who
would like to see a new constitu-

tional convention. To date, 32 state Jegisla-

tures have voted in favor of such aconven-

tion. When another twostates vote in favor,

such a conventicn will be unavoidable. Itisa
N

Gore Vido! wrofte this article, adapted from o
speech he del:vered af Oregon State University,
for the Los Angeles Times. Gore Vidal's latest
novelts ‘Empire.”

.“..?.-\—r‘fwr7

Refreshing the Tree of Liberty

conservalives — can take credit for so fun-
damental and radical an upheaval. In order
to balance the budget by law, to put prayer
to God and Mammon in the schools, to forbid
abortion, pornograpby and drugs, each
itemized in a Bill of Wrongs, they have set in
motion the great engine that will overthrow
the very Constitution that they insist be so
strictly constructed, as originally intended
by mep they know nothing at all about in the
light of world bistery of which they areso
proudly igporact. But then if you wapt fup-

LA S

' nice irony that the far right — disguised as ‘

United States, Jook to those who call them-
selves conservative. If you want to keep the
status quo as inviolate as, let us say, academ-
ic tepure, look to the liberals. Aslam nei-
ther liberal nor conservative, l can view
with a certain serenity the restrueturing of
our political institutions.

damental and astounding change in the J

The first objection to a new convention
is the how of it. Where will it convene and
under what auspices? Who will be eligible to
attend? Can it berestricted to a single issue,
such as a balanced budget? If not, and the
whole Constitution is rewritten, will the re-
sulting arrangements be reviewable by the
courts that now sit, or will those courts cease
to exist {f they have been restructured, too,
and shorn, perhaps, of, say, judicial review?
A Britisb historian once ohserved that noth-
ing so puts the roses in the cheeks of an
American than the possibility of constitu-
tional change. Currently, the House Judicla-
ry Committee is trying to derail the move-
ment. After all, such a convention could —
and probably would — supersede Congress.
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On the other hand, the American Bar Associ-

ation sees nolegal or, ironically, constitu-
tional objection to such a convention. As for
public opinion, there is none worth record-
ing yet. There never is until the 30-to 60-sec-
ond spots begin to show up on television.

Our educational system bas never been
zealous when it comes to telling us our actu-
al bistory as opposed to our ongoing and ev-
er-shifting mythology about ourselves. fam
aware that whenever the pollsters present
the Bill of Rights as so many unideatified
questions, a majority tends to reject most of
them. So, wouldn't this popular and sponta-
neous dislike of our original rights and liber-
ties make it all the more likely that the Bill
of Rights would be the first to {all to the ma-
Joritarian will? Idoubt it. Madison's observa-
tions on the iron law of oligarchy are as true
today as in histime. A small group eventual-
ly does the work of conventions, congresses,
nations. Contrary to current libera} opinion,
there is no vast majority, moral or other-
wise, back of the TV evangelicals.

Although today’s electorate Is far less
educated than that of the original 13 colo-
nies, there is rather more good sense abroad
than the cloistered few might suspect. If
there is to be a battle over our freedems, let
it be in the open, not in the attorney gener-
al'soffice or backstage at the Supreme
Court I think that the Bill of Rights might
actually be enbanced.

When we next examine our Constitu-
tion, we shall also have to take into account
our situation in the world as it is now and

TITRE Y T g Daak Eat an4

not as it was when a small agrariar country,
shielded hy two oceans, and could develop
pretty much as it pleased. The most useful
modcl isthat constant source of mirth, little
Switzerland The Swiss constitution is partic-
ularly applicable (or a vast heterodox popu-
lation. After all, Switzerland has four sepa-
rate tribes confined, peacefully, in one smali
arca. The solution is local autonomy within a
federal system, which brings us back not to
that Constitution whose glories we celebrate
this vear but to something more like the
original Articles of Confederation. Qur em-
pire days are over. Qur flag will pever agaiq
go up over distant capitals. The guns are qui-
et — or they better be.

The executive office, as conceived by
our founders, is a perennial wild card, easily
played by the man who would be king. Next
time around, we should settle for a ceremo-
nial president whowould act asreferee,
white the actual chief of government would
be chosen by a majority in Congress.

Ttake it for granled that new federalar-
rangements can be hammered out, and our
existing institutions rationalized while
maintaining those famous checks and bal-
ances so reminiscent now, in their perfec-
ticn, of death. Tbe Bill of Rights will be more
troubleseme. Our present radical rulers tell
usthat the 14th Amendment{protecting in-
dividual life and liberty}is not applicabie
within those states to whom the 10th
Amendment (protecting states' rightstre-
serves so many unnamed rights.

“— Thic ,0silion 1s unlawful but under-
standahlc Unfortunately, those who hold it
are profoundly illogical. For instance, they
have invented something called the Drug
Enforcement Agency — a name that sounds
asif the agency exists to enforce each of us
totakedrugs.

Now urine tests and blood tests and
polygraphic tests are all the rage. AIDS bas
been a godsend, literally, if one is to listen to
thelusty TV evangelicals, who prefer adul-
tery and simony to sodomy, and money to all
else. Eventualiy, the federal government
will have what isevery goveroment's
dream, total control over the private lives of
itscitizens.

Itisnoaccident that successful presi-
dential candidates. ritually and bypocritical-
ly. runagainst the government. The people,
instinctively, hate what is being done to
them. That is why all of these intrusions and
usurpations must be confronted quite soon,
with or without a constitutional convention,
and if this trend is not stopped in its tracks,
then we must set in motion Jefferson's great
anathema: “What country can preserve its
Liberties if their rulers are not warned from
time totime that their people preserve the
spirit of resistance? Let them take arms. The
remedy is to set them right as to facts, par-
don and pacify them. What signify a few
livesostin a century or two? The tree of lib-
erty must be refreshed from time to time
with the blood of patriots and tyrants.”

Tam not sosure that there are many pa-

triots left in this curious sad republic

turned, most mischievously, empire. But the
tyrantsare very much in place. And we must
set them right, somehow or other, so that we
can pardon and pacify them. Ideally, within
the frame of a new Couastitution. If not ideal-
1y — well, human events wil} take their

course. They always do. B




4. The last tax increase was passed by the House of
Representatives on a voice vote, so you will never
know how your Representative voted on it. Do you
believe that Congress should be required to “go on
the record” with a roll call vote for any tax increase?
(The balanced budget amendment contains such
language.)

OYEs O NO

5. The President believes the budget can be balanced
by cutting government spending and waste; and
without raising taxes. Do you agree?

0O NO

. NTU requests that you help us cover the costs for us
to distribute these surveys and to lobby for passage
of the balanced budget amendment. Others have
contributed so that we could mail you this survey.
Wiil you send us a contribution for your survey?

O YES 3 Cannot at this time

Ro RaFeegners
-Coh

NT U. Maunws

7. The average contribution is $15. How much will you

send along with your survey?

Os1s Os2s 0O $50 O $100
0O $500 O OTHER $—

8. [0 | have made my check out to NTU
Piease bill my:
0O visA [0 MasterCard

)

Card No. s 3
(I3 rr-iitl x8
Expiration Date E gp
Signature g g; e
e

TEXT OF BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT g § ]
SECTION 1. Outlays of the United States for any fiscal §-§ e
year shall not exceed receipts to the United States for e m g
that year, unless three-fifths of the whole number of a5
both Houses of Congress shall provide for a specific ex- o°3
cess of outlays over receipts. § z
SECTION 2. Any bill to increase revenues shall be- 2

come law only if approved by a majority of the whole
number of both Houses of Congress by a rolicall vote.
SECTION 3. The Congress may waive the provisions

of this article for any fiscal year in which a declaration of
war is in effect.

OFFICIAL BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT SURVEY

MAIL TO:

Balance the Budget Amendment Committee
% National Taxpayers Union
325 Pennsylvania Avenue, S.E.

£ Washington, D.C. 20003
T
§§ INSTRUCTIONS: Read each guestion completely;
P then mark your answer in the space provided. Results
g will be reported to the President and all members of
i I;, 4 Congress.
T o i 1. The Federal deficit is now approaching $3 trillion. Do
€ 5 o you think it is immoral for politicians to pass the
%w g debts of our generation on to our children?
ES O YES [ONO
® 3
& o
'8 T .
. _— =
SRODERNSRII?
! gE IR TTE T

2. Thomas Jefferson proposed a balanced budget
amendment over 200 years ago. The National Tax-
payers Union launched the modern day effort to
pass a balanced budget amenament in 1875. Presi-
dent Reagan again called on Congress this year to
pass the amendment. Do you think Congress will
balance the budget unless required to do so by the
Constitution?

O YES [ NO

3. Do you advocate a balanced budget amendment?
OYES [ONO

(Over, piease)

. Yhis 2 -our opportunity to give Congress your vote on the
. belanced budget amendment—to let Congress fee! the hest!
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Rewrltmg Constitution a Risky Ploy

By Elaise Donnelly

’I‘he foderal budget deficit has
grown to such staggering proportions
that everyone seems to be grasping for
new ways to sulve the problem. One
such idea is the persistent drive to call
for a federal constitutional conven-
tion, (or the we of writing a

nced Budget Amendment.

¢ Thirty-two stutes have already
called for a convention — the first
since Philadelphia in 1787 — to write
such an amendment. Only two more
state “calls® are needed to trigger a
eomstitutional convention (Con-Con,
for short) and Michigan is targeted to
be one of those two states. The theory
behind this campaign is that Con-
greas will be so intunidated by pres-
sure from the states for a Con-Con,
that they will finally knuckle under
and propose a Balanced Budget
Amendment of their own.

But why should the big-spending
House Speaker Tip O’Neill, who
doesn't want a Balanced Budget
Amendment, go along with his oppo-
stion’s game plan? From the wily
Democrat's point of view, it would
make far more sense W buy time by
letting Can-Con begin, while using
hard-bei} politics to neutralize it frum
within.

. FOR EWL% the big-spend-

3 easily mﬂlLl
great partisan harm on the Republi-
cans by writing rules for the Article 5
gunvention that give the stale
gwernors — maost of whom happen to
be Democrats — the power to appoint
Gon-Con delegates.

With the same breathtaking ruth-
leganeng that worked last spring to
exclude Republican state-certified
'nmer Richard McIntyre frora Indi-
ana’s 6th congressional seat, the spe-
cial interest advocates could be count-
ed in as Con-Cun delegates, while true
budget-cutters could be couinted out.

Forget romantic notions abuul
modemn-day Founding Fathers being
seleciad a8 dalegates by virtue of their
sincerity in wanting to limit govern-
ment spepding and taxes. Fven if
Congress decidea to allow for election
of delegates, no une knows how many
there would be, or how they would be
apportioned — from districts, or at-
large from acrusa the sigle.

Delegate election campaigns
would, of courss, cost lots of money,
und anyope who believes that only the

wd guy;:;:in elpctions doesn't un-

tics. r

(X)ULD THE Con-Con be limit-

e to just one issue? The only thing

we knuw fop sure is that one set of

lawsyits will be filed if the delegates

stick L one issue, and another set will
be filed j( they don't.

-+« F5t example, how eould the con-

anced Budget Amendment issue when
the original convention in 1786, the
only precedent we have, went far
beyond its sole and solemn charge to
merely amend the Articles of Confed-
eration? Once the convention begins,
coalitions of delegates could conceiv-
abiy start trading votes Lo open up the
agenda lor each other's favoriie
amendments. After all, even Article 5
uses the plural wqrd “amendments,”
not the singular.

Would the Supreme Court inter-
vene? Probably not, because histury
shows that the court has generally
stayed out of sticky disputes over
constitutional amendments by label-
ing them as nonjusticiable “political
questions.”

Conservatives should realize that
far-sighted establishment liberals,
who have no use for a Balanced
- ‘Budget Amendment, nevertheless
have contingency plans to enact
sweeping constitutional changes that
are more to their liking in the event
that a Con-Con does take place.
Unenforceable restrictions in the
state “call” resolutions could not stop
a powerful second convention {rom
enacting long-discussed constitution-

ized, parliamentary form of govern-
ment.

UNLIKE CONGRESSMEN
who must run for re-election, seated
Con-Con delegates would be as free of
accountability to the voters as federal
judges with hfetimie tenure. Contrary
to pupular beliel, the deiegates’ k
wouldn’t be submitted directly to the
voters, but to the state legislatures or
special state conventions that would
be appointed or elected - again,
under rules yet to be written by
Congress,

The trony iy that after at least 10
years ol time and millivns of dollars in
campaign costs, the would-be bud-
get-cutters who started the whole
procesa could very well wind up with
nott  _ to show for their eifurty,
except a pile of legal bills und a federal
deficit that has grown even larger
than ever. It the Con-Con delegates
produce & mish-mash package of good
and bad elements that is rejected by
the states after attacks from all sides,
which is likely, Tip O’Neill and his
successors will have won the game.

Before the Michigan legislators
vote to lgnurc all of these political

pressure Congress, they ought Lo take
a closer look at the shaky premuse
hehind the Con-Con strategy. It the

movement behind the Balanced Bud- !

get Amendiment says it just can’t get
an amendment out of Congress far
ravification by the states, then why
should anvone heheve that the same
movenel rong enough to control
the outcome of a powertul and unpre-
dictable constitutional convention?
On April 25 of this year, the
Michigan House passed a resolution
(HJR C) calling tor a Balanced Bud-
get Amendment, but they refused to
juin the Senate in passing a resolution
(SdR A) that would have made Michi
gan the 33ed out of 34 stutes that are
required o call for a constitutional
convention.
tven though a renewed campaign
is expected in Septembier Lo push tae
an amended House resolution that
does call Tor a Con Con, our lawmak-

|

ers should continue (o be caretul what

they ask for. They just might get it
%*®

Elaine Donnelly operates Donnel-
ly Media Assocates.

mh;wﬂ aply | lh‘ Ba- LQL 1‘9_[0"1\' wwudqmre centralu

\ws:&‘

hazards, in a well-megning attampt to ] l

A-1-37

By MARTIN ANDERSON

Again and again during the first six
years of his presidency, Ronald Reagan
has pleaded the urgency and importance of
a balanced-budget amendment to the Con-
stitution. In campaign statements, in his
acceptance speeches at the Republican na-
tional conventious, in five of six State of
the Union messages, in two national radio
addresses, in the Economic Report of the
President and in both inaugural addresses
he has clearly made the passage of a bal-

policy priorities.

But so far it has been a toothless tiger.
The reasoning and rhetoric have been pow-
erful and sleek, but his administration has
not produced a specific program for him to
take to the American people, a program
that has sharp, cutting teeth. The main
reason is that few people in the adminis-
tration think that a balanced-budget
amendment is as important and desirable
as President Reagan does and the vast ma-
jority of the American people say they do.
Time is running out on President Reagan
and he can no longer afford to wait for his
staff to produce the balanced-budget policy
options he has every right to expect. He is
going to have to demand them.

I propose a two-week constitutional con-
vention in Philadelphia this fall for the ex-
press and sole purpose of drafting a brief

anced-budget amendment one of his top

may fall. Are their fears justified?

No, not at all. The specter of a *‘run-
away'’ convention is a disingenuous argu-
ment put forth usually by those who are
adamantly opposed to the idea of balanc-
ing the budget in the first place. There are
some valid reasons why one could oppose
balancing the budget—concerns over hav-
ing enough money to spend on national de-
fense and on social-welfare programs, and
concerns about having to raise taxes.
These should be argued out in the open,
not masked behind silly and dishonest ar-
gurents about the “‘dangers” of a consutu-
tional convention.

To begin with, a convention would not
be a gathering of thousands. The entire
Constitution (some 8,500 words) was
drafted by fewer than 100 people. The
proper size of a modern convention would
be about 100 people, similar in scope to the
platform-writing committees of the major
political parties.

Let each state send two delegates to
the convention. This could be done by

statewide election. Or, in a system that

would be easwr and faster the governors
ates, with %ﬁe stipu-

lation that there must be one man and one
woman and one Democrat and one Repub-
lican in each state delegation. The intense
publicity focused on the selection process
by the media would go a long wav toward

A Safe and Effective Constitutional Convention

thing that would threaten one hair of the
Constitution's head.

The zero danger of a ‘runaway’’ consti-
tutional convention is doubly confirmed by
the fact that neither Congress nor a con-
vention has the power to change the Con-
stitution. Both can only propose that some-

-thing be changed. Then that proposed

amendment must be submitted to the
states for their approval, And three-fourths
of the states—38 of them--must ratify the
amendment before it becomes part of the
Constitution. The Founding Fathers cre-
ated a political gantlet for any amendment
to run that is so thorough and tough that
only the most important, sensible amend-
ments can ever make it.

Ridding the U.S. of a $175 hillion defi-
cit all at once could be counterproductive.
It would weaken America’s national de-
fenses, ravage its social-welfare programs,
and raise tax rates to ruinous levels. But
reducing the deficit gradually, say $35 bil-
lion a year, is a different matter. That
could he done without causing economic
damage. In fact, just the opposite would
occur. A sure, believable path toward wip-
ing out the deficit would be of great benefit
to the economy. That is why any balanced-
budget amendment must include a specific
deficit phase-out period. Five years would
seem to be just about right.

Mhic ic tha waw Mearmra Dodeas e 11210

be the proper setting for symbolic reasons.
An excellent version of the amendment to
start with is the one that more than two-
thirds of the Senate and a majority of the
House voted for in 1982. If the delegates
don’t like thal one, Milton Friedman has
also drafted a couple of paragraphs. All
they have to do is a little editing.

So let’s get on with it. President Reagan
should take his case directly to the Ameri-
can people. The issue is of such fundamen-
tal and lasting importance to the future of
the U.S. that it deserves at least a full half-
hour television address on prime time. -

In his speech to the nation the president
should urge Congress to propose a bal-
anced-budget amendment within 30 days.
If Congress fails to do this, as it is likely
to, the president should declare that he
will then personally lead a national cam-
paign to call a balanced-budget constitu-
tional convention, using all the powers of
his office to persuade at least two more
states Lgpass the necessary resolutions.

Presldent Reagan's goal should be a
balanced-budget amendment firmly em-
bedded in the Constitution before he leaves
office in 1989.

Mr. Anderson is « senior fellow at Stan-
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As lt sows, so shall

the, chamber weep

Drlp, dnp
an, drip, dnp,. ..

: The sound,awhnch contmues this
week, is the Chinese water torture.

The victim is the Mlchtgan State
Chamber of Commerce

“And good. say the charnbers de- i

tractors. After all, i "heavy-handed
lactotums ‘made eve e else ‘suffer,
s0 tumabout is fair phy v

At lssue, of course, is the contmu-
ing fallgut from defea} of the so-called
lederal-“balanced budget" resolution®
(urgmg Congress tocallaconstltutlon-

al con-

7, —MlCHIGAN vention
m; "4 - toap-
_ CHAMBB? prove a,
\‘\ OFCOMMERCE bal-
B G anced-

budget amendment) in the Michigan
Legislature. The chamber promoted
the resolution, campaigned for it, lob-
bied for it, helped pay to advertise it
and then lost it . grlcelessly

That was back on Nov 7, when the
chamber was made to suffer not only
defeat on the issue but also a tongue-
lashing from Rep. Dick Allen, R-Caro,
who took the floor just prior to the
vote and,: amid warm applause, de-
nounced the chamber’s “‘abusive” ad-
vertising camphign for the measure,

Supposedly, the issue was dead.

Aslow burn

But the chamber, after a slow, two~
week burn, revived it last week witha
full-page, anti-Allen advertisement in’
his hometown newspaper, the Tuscola
County Advertiser, implying (wrong-
ly, as it turned out) that 16 other
members of a pro-balanced budget
coalition were as one with the cham-
ber in ¢etermining (0 get even. .

-Theic have been these subsequent
developments

v

® During the day last Wednesday in
the wake of the chamber's retributive
ad, several of Allen's House GOP pals
publicly flayed the chamber and espe-
cially its president, Jim Barrett, lor the
late hit on Allen.

“® ‘Later ‘Wednesday. the “House Re-"
publican caucus, egged on by Allen
sympathizers, agreed to a motion in-
structing the GOP House leader, Rep.
Michael Busch, of Saginaw, to write
‘Barrett & Ietter “of complamt M-l

® On Thursday. Busch sent the Ietter,
expressing the caucus’ “disappoint-
ment,” and his own “surpnse and

tion.

“In- lund” help

[ 4 Also on Thursday. angst, if not an- _
ger, was ‘voiced over news that three

~Republicans (Reps.-David Honigman,

Wes! Bloomfield; Lyn Bankes, West-,
land, and, Paul Wartner, Portage, |
who'd been targeted by the chamber
for especially heavy pro-balanced
.budget lobbymg attention) had been

disappointment” at the chamber 5 ac-

notified by the chamber of *“in-kind"
campaign contributions of $438 each
related to polling conducted in their.
districts without their prior knowl-
edge "Busch, for one; remarked on the
ircny of the chamber's *“spending all
that time and effort and jnoney to beat
up.on people and then turning around
aid telling them that it was an in-kmd
edbtnbutlon L

O"ZBy early this weelt several of the’
chamber’s business-group allies in bal-
anted budget fight (including the
Michigan Manufacturers Association)
had passed the word that they had no
part — and wanted none — in the
chamber’s heavy-handed tactics, and
at least one of them, the National
Federation ‘of Independent Buslness.
wrote Allen a letter of apology M

Finally, it was confirmed that a
full-page, pro-Allen ad (also in the
Tuscola County Advertiser)is planned
to correct what Allen described as
“half-truths, if not worse” presented .
last week by the chamber. The ad will
be paid for by the National Coalition to
Protect the Constitution (labor unions,
Common Cause, church groups, etc.)
and, according to Allen, “certainly
won’t be a cheap shot like the chamber
took.”

~ It is to appear Wednesday.
" Drip, drip .. .
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Gilmer, ‘Wartner

umnsrmmm
:z radio and nawspaper
nts they say are

' and decelving, two
. ‘we County RepuEﬂcan lawmakers

! reflerated Monday that they will
wveie against a House resolution
{hat could lead to the formation of
a cmvention to rewrite the U.S.
Cestituion. ————

“IEe—House resolution may be
weted on this week. If approved, it
wenld make Michigan the 33rd

stale petitioning Congress to intro-
ot iootoe T Comgress ref e,
Casstitution. ngress ref(Ses; a

s0 such an ent

desmand the country’s first consti-

tutisxal convention in 198 years. .

Sate Reps. Paul Wartner and
Dombd Gilmer are the subjects of

a extensive lobbying campaign
by = 18-member coalition which

. incifies the Michigan Chamber of
Csmmmerce, the Michigan Associ-

afim ‘of Realtors and the National

Tapayers Union.

Tmss far the group has spent
abmdt $125,000 to conduct direct

mall (campaigns, take polls and

purduase newspaper and radio ad-

varfissements throughout the state,

mciadiing Kalamazoo County. Two

© fullpmge ads appeared last week

= 8e: Kalamazoo Gazette urging

. resfierrs to write the two lawmak-
' e i support of the resolution,
‘ calati House Joint Resolution *“C.”

& n press conference Monday,
Wartmer, of Portage, and Gilmer,
of Muvgusta, said they have sup-
partexd past resolutions asking Con-
p== to introduce a balanced
mt -amendment to the Constitu-

hy said they oppose convening
acamwention to address the deficit

e, however, saying m.%(}_ig—

%m‘notbeusedbya

‘=m %ﬁmﬁo—n‘

is the most revered docu-

. won t c,b}alggi E@gw

Wa.ﬂnersaid hasthe
National Taxpaye areno

they pheepmssureonus o
:iote for a constlhxtlonal conven-
on ”

“That’s baloney . responded

%L ‘““There’s not

one shred of evidence that we have
a hidden agenda for a constitutior:
al convention.”

Keating said it is fine to support
a resolution calling for an amend-

ment, hut Michigan'sdemandfor a
conventxon would force Con gmgs
to act on the issue because only one

more state would eede re-
quire Congress to actually call the

convention.

Both Wartner and Gilmer voted
against a similar resolution in
April. That vote was 55 to 51
against. Keating said this week’s
vote could go either way by one or
two votes. It is expected that the
state Senate will approve the reso-

that the ads are misleading be-
cause they fail to mention that the
resolution’s passage could lead to

a_convention. Keating responded
Zthere was only so much room in the
full page ads. but acknowledged
the convention issue wouldn’t be a

sfr' ong selling point to readers xf 1t
‘were mentioned,
T think |

it's part of the robust po-

litical debate for each side to put
its best foot forward,” Keating
said in a telephone interview from
his Washington office. He said his
group has contributed about
$40,000 for the lobbying campaign,
addlngthetotalﬁgureotsl?.s 000 is
a “‘ballpark figure.” He said his or-
ganization has 150,000 members
xﬁonwide including 5,000 mem-

Keating added that if a conveneE
tion were called, the Michigan res
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attacked hlm unfaulyg,( -
*_pproach to balancmg the budget At least

i« WHEN THE capt""s of labor tfied to”
, purge the Legislature of any Dempcrats ...two Repubhcan members ‘of the U.S.
' who had dared to go their own way. on a; *'Sgnate came to Michigap recently to say
;couple of issues a few years back, the’ ,,that the copsututlonal sconvention is a
rattempt was roundly: denounced f{or itg /poor excuse for action’ on. the federal

‘heavy-handedness. And it shouid have “budget deficit, - The Mlchlgan Hopse
i been. One-issue, litmus-test politics isn't, . agreed. & -

:in general, good for the state. . -James Barrett, the presldent of
\ . Well, what Is sauce for the labor goose state chamber ts the onewho deserves to

’.1s also good for the Michiganders whorun ..be taken to ed, rather than Mr.

. the state Chamber of Commerce. They'va llen. ‘The! tate chambor attacked Mr.
'been kicking Rep. Richard Allen, ro, - .,Allen in his bome;own newspaper - lor :
saround over his complaints about the Ldarlng to disagree ‘w. th the .chamber's’

o abusive campaign to force him to vote for, v‘tactics and bjectlve ‘he constitutional

—m e o m—

.the cockamamy call for a constitutional conventlon Like 'some jof the lords, of *
i convention to add a  balanced budggt iabor. Barreft, a lieutenapt in the arm ‘of. |
‘amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  * lndustry.segﬂtohveahrge ulent or
{  Those whoare; grying to get. thu

! resolution passed have'every righito do} otﬁ.ﬂm Ba.rred. Purges in th
“s0, even though there alotof respecta Cluu hnve q,way of htikﬂrhs 0n |
political .theory tl;n}! ays. jt's a, N‘ fho

—

' 1'955 ‘

URsﬁAY ,'~'N6VEMB'I'»:R ' 21 .

LB le!ter from House GOP leader Michael

4

s m déut James Barrett. The letter, which
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House Republicans to protest
Chamber of Commerce tactics

rao Press Lansing Staft " -1 1 - 270 - afford” and suggests that “your tactics
~+ Republicans in the Mlchlgnn House. ( may well have jeopardized our chances
agreed Wednesday to protest vigorous- - for attaining a majority in 1986."
Iy the Michigan State -Chamber of The action, taken in a late afternoon
~ Commerce's aggressive lobbying ac-* GOP caucus, followed complaints by
tivities on behalf of the so-called fed. - some members about a full-page cham-
eral balanced budget amendment pro- - ber advertisement in the Tuscola Coun-
posal that was defeated In the House' 1Y Advertiser this week criticizing
two weeks ago. - RN | * state Rep. Dick Allen, R-Caro. Allen
‘ - - voted against the balanced budget res-
olution Nov. 7 after delivering a floor
speech critical of what he said was
“abusive” and “unethical” advertising
by the chamber.

The resolution, approved earlier by
the state Senate, was vigorously pro-
moted by the chamber and other busi-
‘ness and ltaxpayer organizations.

" The protest ‘will be in the form or a
Busch, R-Saginaw, to chamber Presi-

cn'cula d Wednesday in draft form,
accuses the chamber of “displaying &
divisiveness that neither the Chamber ..
nor the House Republican caucus can -







Sept. 8 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1987

for many family farms but that have paid
one already-wealthy farmer more than $13
million dollars; the $8 million Congress
voted this year to establish—get ready-—a
center for the study of weeds.

It’s time to bring an end to the yearly
budget fiasco, time to enact the measures
that we have put forward as part of our
Economic Bill of Rights. And let me say in
some areas we're not waiting for Congress
to act. A new initiative I announced as part
of my Economic Bill of Rights is privatiza-
tion. Last week I appointed a private—or a
bipartisan commission, I should say, to
report back to me on ways that we can
permanently reduce the size of the Federal
Government by returning appropriate ac-

On August 12th I challenged the Con-
gress to give us an up-or-down vote on our
balanced budget amendment and to negoti-
ate on every spending item, and that offer
still stands.

In foreign affairs, we're engaged in inten-
sive negotiations with the Soviet Union on
arms control, as you well know, negotiations
that hold out the hope of actually cutting
both sides’ nuclear arsenals. And then in

988

Nicaragua there is the urgent and crucial
matter of establishing democracy.

In recent weeks the issue in Central
America seems at times to have become
confused: Who is proposing what? How
many likely votes are there on Capitol Hill
for this or that? But the real issue has never
changed. The real issue is peace and de-
mocracy in Central America and the nation-
al security of the United States.

As President Arias of Costa Rica has said.
there will never be peace in Central Amer-
ica until Nicaragua achieves “true democra-
cy.” If the other side wants peace, there’s
no reason for delay; let them democratize
now. Democracy requires an immediate
cease-fire with the freedom fighters; a gen-
eral amnesty and the negotiated release of
the thousands of political prisoners now
held in Sandinista jails; a firn date for free,
contested, and internationally supervised
national elections; and the immediate rec-
ognition of fundamental human rights—
rights including freedom of speech, free-
dom of the press, freedom of worship. The
time has come to focus on the goal to bring
peace and democracy throughout Central
America and especially in Nicaragua.

Let’s be clear about one thing. We wil.

not abandon our friends in Nicaragua. {Ap-
plause] Bless you. We share their desire for
peace, prosperity, and democracy; and we
will support them in that quest just as
we’ve supported them in the past. We will
not accept a mere semblance of democracy.
We got to this point through efforts of the
over 15,000 freedom fighters struggling,
and some of them dying, for freedom for
their country. It is their country, their
future, and if the recent peace agreement
does not work, let’s resolve that they will be
able to count on our continuing assistance
until Nicaragua is a genuine democracy.
[Applause] Well, thank you. You've made it
evident that today, as always, we stand with
those brave Nicaraguan men and women
who are working, are praying, and, yes,
fighting for human liberty.

More than 6 years behind us and just 6
more months to come. I want you to know
how grateful 1 am and how deeply grateful
for all that each of you has done—for all
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centennial we celebrate this year. The
1987-88 Combined Federal Campaign
gives us the opportunity to help others
achieve the full promise of America
through our voluntarv giving. It is impor-
tant that each of us take visible leadership
roles in the Campaigns in our agencies.

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Otis R. Bowen has agreed to serve as Chair-
man of the 1987-88 Combined Federal
Campaign of the National Capital Area. I
am asking that you support Secretary
Bowen by personally serving as Chairman
of the Campaign in your agency and ap-
pointing a top official as your Vice Chair-
man. Please advise Secretary Bowen of your
willingness to serve and the name of the
person vou designate.

The single most important ingredient in
making the Combined Federal Campaign a
success is the active involvement of top
leadership. Consequently, vour personal in-
terest, visible support, and participation are
essential. Thousands of Federal employees
participate, but many others remain on the
sidelines. Make a special effort to encourage
all of your employees, both in the Washing-
ton area and in all the CFC locations world-
wide, to support the Campaign.

With your leadership, we can make this
fall's campaign a resounding success.

Ronald Reagan

Combined Federal Campaign

Memorandum From the President.
August 12, 1987

Memorandum for All Federal Civilian
Employees and Military Personnel

The promise of America is contained in
our Constitution whose bicentennial we cel-
ebrate this year. Let us take the opportuni-
ty provided by the 1987-88 Combined Fed-
eral Campaign to help all Americans par-
ticipate in our Nation’s promise.

Your history of increasing generosity over
nearly three decades of voluntary giving
demonstrates your continuing concern for

928
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the needy in the United States and around
the world.

You have a record of unselfishness and
concern for others that is unsurpassed. I am
proud of you all. I am confident that vour
outstanding past performance will continue
in this year's Campaign. While the decision
to give is personal and voluntary. I encour-
age each of you to join me in wholehearted-
ly supporting the 1987-88 Combined Fed-
eral Campaign.

Ronald Reagan

Address to the Nation. August 12. 1987

My fellow Americans:

['ve said on several occasions that I
wouldn’t comment about the recent con-
gressional hearings on the Iran-Contra
matter until the hearings were over. Well,
that time has come, so tonight 1 want t
talk about some of the lessons we’ve
learned. But rest assured, that’s not my sole
subject this evening. I also want to talk
about the future and getting on with things,
because the people’s business is waiting.

These past 9 months have been confusing
and painful ones for the country. I know
vou have doubts in your own minds about
what happened in this whole episode. What
I hope is not in doubt, however, is my com-
mitment to the investigations themselves.

So far, we've had four investigations—by
the Justice Department, the Tower board,
the Independent Counsel, and the Con-
gress. I requested three of those investiga-
tions, and 1 endorsed and cooperated fully
with the fourth—the congressional hear-
ings—supplving over 250,000 pages of
White House documents, including parts of
my own private diaries.

Once 1 realized 1 hadn’t been fully in-
formed, 1 sought to find the answers. Some
of the answers 1 don't like. As the Tower
board reported, and as I said last March,
our original initiative rapidly got all tangled
up in the sale of arms, and the sale of arms
got tangled up with hostages. Secretary
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eral months, there’s been much debate
about getting our fiscal house in order, but
the result once again has been inaction. The
congressional budget process is neither reli-
able nor credible; in short, it needs to be
fixed.

We must face reality: The only force
strong enough to stop this nation’s massive
runaway budget is the Constitution. Only
the Constitution—the document from
which all government power flows, the doc-
ument that provides our moral authority as
a nation—only the Constitution can compel
responsibility.

We desperately need the power of a con-
stitutional amendment to help us balance
the budget. Over 70 percent of the Ameri-
can people want such an amendment. They
want the Federal Government to have
what 44 State governments already have—
discipline.

To get things moving, I am proposing to-
night: If Congress agrees to schedule an up-
or-down vote this year on our balanced
budget amendment, then I will agree to

negotiate on every spending item in the
Lo.d~na

my time and my heart: the cause of democ-
racy. There are Americans still burning for
freedom: Central Americans, the people of
Nicaragua. Over the last 10 years, demo-
crats have been emerging all over the
world. In Central and South America alone,
10 countries have been added to the ranks.
The question is: Will Nicaragua ever be
added to this honor roll?

As you know, I am totally committed to
the democratic resistance—the freedom
fighters—and their pursuit of democracy in
Nicaragua. Recently there’s been important
progress on the diplomatic front, both here
in Washington and in the region itself.

My administration and the leadership of
Congress have put forth a bipartisan initia-
tive proposing concrete steps that can bring
an end to the conflict there. Our key point
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was that the Communist regime in Nicara-
gua should do what it formally pledged to
do in 1979—respect the Nicaraguan peo-
ple’s basic rights of free speech, free press,
free elections, and religious liberty. Instead,
those who govern in Nicaragua chose to
turn their country over to the Soviet Union
to be a base for Communist expansion on
the American mainland.

The need for democracy in Nicaragua
was also emphasized in the agreement
signed by the five Central American presi-
dents in Guatemala last Friday. We wel-
come this development and pledge our sup-
port to democracy and those fighting for
freedom. We have always been willing to
talk; we have never been willing to aban-
don those who are fighting for democracy
and freedom.

I'm especially pleased that in the United
States diplomatic initiative, we once again
have the beginnings, however uncertain, of
a bipartisan foreign policy. The recent hear-
ings emphasized the need for such biparti-
sanship, and I hope this cautious start will
grow and blossom.

These are among the goals for the re-

wainder of my term as President. I believe

1iev're the kinds of goals that will advance

e security and prosperity and future of

ir people. I urge the Congress to be as

wrough and energetic in pursuing these
ads as it was in pursuing the recent inves-
gation.

My fellow Americans, I have a year and a
nalf before I have to clean out this desk. I'm
not about to let the dust and cobwebs settle
on the furniture in this office or on me. 1
have things I intend to do, and with your
help, we can do them.

Good night, and God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 8 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. His
address was broadcast live on nationwide
radio and television.

North Platte, Nebraska

Remarks to Nebraska Civic and Community
Leaders. August 13, 1987

The President. Well, thank you, Virginia,
and thank you all very much. Governor
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hobby. I have been accumulating stories
that are told by the citizens of the Soviet
Union among themselves, which reveal,
number one, that they have a great sense of
humor, but number two, that they’ve got a
pretty cynical viewpoint of their system.
Now, I don’t know whether you know this,
but in the Soviet Union, a citizen wants to
buy an automobile, the waiting time is 10
years. But he has to go and go through all
the process and the departments and sign
the papers and evervthing and then put
down the money for a car that he’s not
going to get for 10 years. And the story that
they’re telling about this is the fellow that
went through all of this and finally made
the final signature, put down the money,
and then the man behind the counter said,
“Now, come back in 10 years and get your
car.” And he said, “Morning or afternoon?”
[Laughter] And the man behind the
counter said, “Well, what difference does it
make 10 years from now?” “Well,” he said,
“the plumber’s coming in the morning.”
[Laughter)

Well, thank you all very much. God bless
you all.

Mr. Long. From myself and the Long
family and the State of Nebraska.

The President. Thank you very much.

Mr. Long. This kind of represents our
part of the country.

The President. It sure does. And that’s
the man who performed where I'm going.
Oh, thank you. Oh. I had the pleasure of
seeing some of Mr. Long's artistic work in
the log cabin here just before we came out
to lunch, and [ can't tell you how honored I
am and how very grateful I am to have this
magnificent bronze. And I'm on my way to
the ranch in California, and there it will be.
Thank you very much.

Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. fol-
lowing a luncheon at the Ted Long ranch.
In his opening remarks, he referred to Go.
Kay Orr. Senator Dacvid K. Karnes, Repre-
sentatives Virginia Smith and Hal Daub,
and United States Trade Representative
Clayton Yeutter.

At the close of his remarks, Ted Long
presented the President with a bronze
sculpture of Buffalo Biil Cody.

August 13, 1987

The President. Thank you, Governor Orr.
Thank you all very much. Senator Karnes,
Representatives Smith and Daub, Ambassa-
dor Yeutter, Mr. Mayor, reverend clergy,
distinguished guests, and ladies and gentle-
men—it is great to be here in North Platte.
I was here some years ago—I was looking
for a job. {Laughter] 1 can’t tell you how
good it feels to be out of Washington and
back in the heartland of America.

Just a while back, we flew in on Air Force
One. When the pilot told me we were
flying over Lincoln County and then point-
ed out the Republican River, I knew I'd
feel right at home here. [Laughter] 1 feel
even more at home here in Buffalo Bill
Cody’s rodeo grounds.

Like Cody, I was born in a small town,
moved out West, served in the Army horse
cavalry reserve, and then went into show-
biz. [Laughter] Now, there are a lot of
people—kind of thinking they’re disparag-
ing in doing it—call me, today, a cowboy.
You know, I've never understood what’s so
bad about being a cowboy. I'm proud of my
spurs. I've often said there’s nothing better
for the inside of a man than the outside of a
horse. [Laughter)

And while we’re here, I want to say just a
few words about another man who would
have felt right at home in this ring—the
Secretary of Commerce, and my friend,
Mac Baldrige. As you may know, he was
from Omaha, and the lessons he learned as
a voung boy in Nebraska stayed with him.
He spent his life working for his country
and being a cowboy. And who could ask for
a better life than that? When I called him—
I'd never met him—but when I called him
to ask him to be Secretary of Commerce, I
got his wife, and she said he couldn’t come
to the phone—he was busy in a calf-roping
contest. [Laughter] And I knew right then
I'd picked the right guy.

I've come to North Platte today because
I've got a very important message, a mes-
sage that I know the people of this State
carry in their hearts. It's about America’s
future, and I've come to say that it can be
as big and wide open as the horizon over
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adopted my budget. They have cut, ves.
They've cut defense every year. They've
cut it a total of $125 billion over what I
asked for. But they added $250 billion to
the domestic programs over what I asked
for. So, somebody’s off base with their com-
mercials.

But you know, we’ve still got a lot of
work to do. We have to institutionalize the
gains that we've made, so no one can take
them away again. And that’s why I stood on
the steps of the Jefferson Memorial and an-
nounced our call last month for an Econom-
ic Bill of Rights to be added to the Constitu-
tion, so that the American people will final-
lv have permanent protection from the
always growing and always greedy demands
of big government.

nd the first thing it would requir

the Federa! Government do v
ry American family has to do—bal:
budget. And let me repeat what I

night: If the Congress continue:
1se to vote on our balanced bu
:ndment, the call for a constituti
vention will grow louder and lou
1, one way or the other, the will of
ple always prevails. Now, the Cong
Id eliminate that long, lengthy,
e-consuming operation of a constituf
ronvention by simply passing an am
nt that says the Government, from |
—well, we're going to take a few yea
‘e to get down there—but then keep
ing the budget.

And second, to make sure that the bal-
anced budget amendment isn’t simply used
as a lever to raise your taxes, we would
require that more than a majority must
vote to pass a tax hike. On the theory that
it should be as difficult for Congress to raise
taxes as it is painful for you to pay them. So,
let’s look at instead of 50 percent plus one
being able to raise the taxes, maybe 60 per-
cent or even two-thirds should have to vote
in order to take such a drastic action.

And then, third—it would give the Presi-
dent the same tool your great Governor,
Kay Orr, and 42 other Governors use to
keep spending under control—a line-item
veto. I had it as Governor of California and,
believe me, I miss it. That way we can cut
away the fat and leave the meat intact.
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Now, some provisions would strengthen
something our forefathers took for grant-
ed-—property rights. Others would require
truth-in-spending. every piece of legislation
would come with a price tag and an expla-
nation of how it’s going to be paid for.

This just isn't some economic package
we're talking about. It's an insurance policy
for America’s future that can open the door
wide to a generation of prosperity, hope,
and opportunity. It's also about our basic
principles: individual rights and limited
government—in a word. freedom.

And that’s why I promise vou that I'm
going to continue fighting for this. Not just
for the remainder of my Presidency but for
the rest of my public life, I'm going to be
campaigning for these things.

You know, I'm going to stick something
in here that wasnt in my prepared re-
marks. There were some of you down here
in front—and it was very flattering,
indeed—who were chanting 4 more years.
Well, that can’t happen with the amend-
ment to the Constitution, and no President
in office can ask to change it. But a Presi-
dent out of office can. And vou know some-
thing? 1 think we all ought to give some
thought—by what right did we tell the
people of this democracy—place a limit on
how many times they could vote for some-
one if they wanted to vote for them? [Ap-
plause)

I'm told that during World War II the
people of North Platte set up a canteen for
the soldiers riding past on the railroad cars
on their way to the war. And the Govern-
ment didn’t ask them to do it; they just took
it on themselves. And in those years—1941
to 1946—they took in 8 million soldiers,
gave them food and shelter and a warm
welcome.

That’s the spirit of this great country of
ours, independent and full of heart. And
that’s a spirit that we've got to keep burn-
ing ever brightly, shining from these prai-
ries, from the mountain majesties, from our
cities and towns. Shining for all the world to
see: a people as good and generous as they
are free.

And vou young people who are here, let
me tell you a little true incident. A scholar
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wringers in Washington a message. They
believe in our program because theyv be-
lieve in themselves.

As Woodrow Wilson said, “America is not
a mere body of traders. It is a body of free
men and women. Our greatness is built
upon our freedom. It is moral, not material.
We have a great ardor for gain, but we
have a deep passion for the rights of man.”
Well, we’ll suffer no more delusions that
these sentiments are found only in the mist
off of the Potomac. It is the common bond
of all who love freedom. In the words of
Lech Walesa, “There will always be a glow
within us.”

You know, one of the nice things about
this job is mail—the letters that come in.
And T just happen to have brought one with
me. [Laughter] I think maybe you might be
a little inspired, as I was, to hear this:

“1 am 81 years of age, born in Russia.
Twice in my lifetime 1 had to run from
the Communist regime. First in 1924 1
left from Poltava, the Ukraine, and went
to Cuba. Then again in 1961 I fled from
Cuba and arrived in Miami, in the U.S.A.
During my life I have experienced so
many disasters brought about by inflation
that I want to share my experiences with
you, and wish you victory and courage in
your crusade.

“I was present when in Russia 100
rubles was printed as a coupon almost the
size of a postal stamp because the paper

Views on the Administration

Mr. Nelson. Mr. President, I'd like to start
by asking you, you frequently have referred
to the tremendous impact that Franklin D.
Roosevelt had in reshaping the country, and
in your first year, you've made a tremen-
dous impact in starting to reshape the coun-
try. And I wondered how you judge your
impact in the first year and also what sort
of legacy you hope to leave.

The President. Well, 1 believe that we
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was worth more than the money itself. 1
was present when in Germany to buv a
loaf of bread you had to carry a bag of
money on vour shoulder. I was present
when in Cuba the peso was on a par with
the dollar. After Castro, however. vou
couldn’t exchange 20 pesos for 1 dollar. I
was present when my parents were using
100- and 500-ruble bills as wallpaper to
decorate their new home in New York. I
was present when all the world consid-
ered the dollar bill the greatest treasure,
worth more than gold or diamonds.

“Without saving and preserving the
value of savings, this blessed country of
plenty cannot exist, and thank God that
we now have a government in Washing-
ton who understands this.”

On the outskirts of Gdansk in Poland this
Christmas, there appeared a sign with let-
ters 8 feet tall, plastered on a wall near the
Lenin shipyards. It read, “Countrymen,
save freedom.” Well, I think that’s what vou
sent us here to do. Thank you for all that
you’ve done, but do even more. In this cele-
bration tonight, renew your commitment.
In this decade, our country calls not alone
for our sacrifice but for our resolve.

And in case you've wondered, Nancy and
I are happy in our work. Thank vou all

Note: The President spoke at approximately
10 p.m. in the International Ballroom of
the Washington Hilton Hotel.

have started government on a different
course, different than anything we’ve done
in the last half century since Roosevelt
began with the New Deal. And that is the
recognition that there must be a limit to
government size and power and that there
has been a distortion of the relationship be-
tween the various echelons of govern-
ment—Federal, State, and local. And I
think that we have the most to do with vet,
because the higher levels of government
are reluctant to give up authority once they
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said that the problem is the cost of govern-
ment, not just necessarily the deficit. And
he said he would prefer—this was a time
when the budgets were approaching 3400
billion and so forth—he said he would
prefer an unbalanced budget of $200 billion
to a balanced budget of $400 billion, be-
cause 400 would be taking more money
from the people than it should.

Mr. Skelton. 1 was going to ask you a
question about the balanced budget. We
took a poll, and it showed that three times
as many people would rather have a bal-
anced budget as increase defense spending
or even income tax cuts. And you seem to
be moving in a direction where your top
priorities are a defense buildup and also tax
cuts, and the balanced budget is not quite
so high anymore on your priority list. And I
wondered if you could explain why that is?

The President. Well, George—and with-
out appearing to be personally critical or
anything of your profession—isn’t this per-
haps a reflection of what is constantly
thrown at the public, publicly, that—and all
of us are responsible. We all talk about the
evils of deficit spending, and—just as I've
finished talking here—we want to get back
to where we stay within our means. ‘

But I also promised all during the cam-
paign—and I don’t know who took that poll,
who they talked to—but I remember—if
you remember, I used to do Q and A an
awful lot, and 1 remember when repeatedly
the question would be asked, if the choice
came down to restoring our military
security or balancing the budget, which side
would I come down on? And I said 1 would
come down on the side of restoring our
defenses, our national security. And inevita-
bly, I never—in fact, I never gave that
answer to an audience that I did not get
enthusiastic applause.

Mr. Skelton. So you feel you have a man-
date to do that.

The President. But what 1 do think lately
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s when vou start talking about all the cuts
ind everything, and then usually the mili-
ary budget is treated as a swollen thing
ind out of proportion and so forth—actual-
v, it isn’t. We're spending a smaller per-
entage of the gross national product on
1ational defense than we used to do years
igo in what were considered normal times.
But we're playing catch-up. We are restor-
ing something that was allowed to diminish
and deteriorate.

I think that the people hear that, and the
people have heard so much about that their
troubles are due to the deficit—in part they
are. It’s harder to explain that reducing the
tax rates can result in even the government
getting more money, that the tax cuts
aren’t just simply to relieve an individual of
tax burden. They are to restore a balance in
government and private spending that will
increase productivity, broaden the base of
the economy, help provide the jobs for
those people that are unemploved. And
when that all happens, as it did in the Ken-
nedy years, the government itself ended up
getting more money.

The people—we talk tax cuts. We should
talk tax-rate reductions. And it’s a difficult
thing to explain to people, that those reduc-
tions in rates for each individual are intend-
ed to result in more people paying taxes
and better earnings so that government will
get a normal percentage increase, even
though the individual is better off.

Mr. Skelton. Do you see any circum-
stances where you might want to delay or
cancel these tax-rate cuts of last summer in
order to balance the budget?

The President. No. As a matter of fact, I
will tell you, 1 firmly believe—and I have
the support of a number of economists on
this—that had we not been forced to com-
promise, had we been able to make these
tax cuts—first of all, we asked for 30 per-
cent, not 25, over the 3 years. We had to
take that cut to get it.

The second thing was we had asked for it
to be retroactive to last January lst so that
the people would have been having a tax
cut immediately—retroactively, in fact. And
we then first had to compromise down to
July—last July 1st—and finally it ended up
October 1st, the beginning of the fiscal
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -
LANSING, MiCHIGAN
237H DISTR LT ,?;':g}G ASSISTANT MINORITY WHIP
CLAUDE A. TRIM ! t’r? COMMITTEES
JANSING MICKIGAN 48505 TN

ZDUCATICN VICE THA'RMAN
CANSING PHONE (517373 2678 CONSERVATION AND ENVIRONMENT
PUBLIC HEALTH

TAXATION

DISTRICT PHONE (313 523 2435

August 19, 1987

Senator Carl Levin
459 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Levin:

Reference is mace to the letter dated July 22, 1987, from
Mr. Robert Kachadourian, a copy of which is enclosed.

I want to go on record in support of Mr. Kachadourian's
request. It would be very meaningful to have a dignitary
from Washington present to kick off the celebration of the
bi-centennial of our constitution.

I would be appreciative of your interest in this matter also.

Claude A. Trim
State Representative
20th District

Enclosure
“drh

cc: Mr. Robert Kachadourian

!
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UPDATE

TEXAS: Texas Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution
Post Office Box 2066
Brownsville, Texas 78520

Chairman is Hon. Ricardo H. Hinojosa.

How One College is Involved

Melding community and educational resources into one program offers a challenge that County College of Morris
in New Jersey has overcome with ambitious planning and presentations.

The school has scheduled a series of interlocking events that involves academic scholars, high school teachers and
pupils, college students, historical society members, and the public. The events, which started last November with a
series of workshops on the Constitution, will include a mini-convention of high school students on May 27 and will
culminate on Sept. 19 with the re-enactment of the Constitutional Convention.

Dr. Louise A. Mayo, Department Chairperson of History/Political Science at County College of Morris, is one of the
event's major coordinators. Mayo states, “It’s a shame that as a nation we know so little about our own Constitution.
Through these programs, we hope to contribute to a better understanding of the Constitution among the citizens of
Morris County and provide the participants with the chance to learn about, as well as experience, history ‘in-the-
making.”

To start off events in 1986, a workshop was held in preparation for the celebration. In attendance were high school
teachers, the delegates to the mock convention, and County College of Morris Constitutional law students. The
workshop featured two keynote speakers. Dr. Carl Prince of New York University spoke on “The U.S. Constitution of
1789: End of One Crisis, Beginning of Another.” Dr. Christopher Collier of the University of Connecticut addressed
the audience on “Founding Fathers and the Doctrine of Original Intent.” The workshops are funded by the New
Jersey Historical Society.

On May 27, the anniversary of the convening of the Constitutional Convention, 12 to 14 local high schools attended
a mini-convention at the County College of Morris. Each high school represented a different state of the 12 present at
the Convention. Two others represented the Federalist and Anti-Federalist forces in New Jersey. Students
examined the issues debated at the Constitutional Convention and then reconvene to replicate the Constitutional
Convention and hear about how the debate might have gone for ratification in New Jersey. Dr. Mayo explains that
the students “...have to do the research to replicate the state’s views.” For example, though New Jersey voted
unanimously in favor of signing the Constitution, the New York delegates were divided in their views.

On Sept. 19, the re-enactment of the Constitutional Convention will be held. Each town in Morris County will send
adelegate, in some cases the mayor, who will represent one of the 39 signers of the Constitution or one of the three
representatives who attended the Convention, but did not sign. Dr. Gordon Woods of Brown University, noted
Constitution expert, will open the convention. The delegates will debate issues and vote before an audience of the
general public, student body, and before television cameras. In the afternoon, the entire audience will become the
voters of New Jersey and, following a brief discussion about Federalists and Anti-Federalists given by Dr. John J.
O’Connor of the New Jersey Institute of Technology, will vote on whether New Jersey should ratify the Constitution.

Funding for the entire program is by the New Jersey Committee on the Humanities and the State Department of
Higher Education. The events are sponsored by County College of Morris and the Morris County Historical Society.
Richard Irwin of the Morris County Historical Society assisted in coordinating the events.

A Script for Re-Enactment

Don’t worry about celebrating the Bicentennial of the Constitution in Nevada City, California. The civic-minded
people there have been honoring the document for 18 years with ceremonies and a parade.
Here’s how William Lambert, Bicentennial Chairman, describes that community’s re-enactment of the actual
signing of the Constitution:
“In 1986, we took special pains to make our signing ceremony more impressive than in years past. A special stage
on wheels was borrowed for the occasion, and it was placed in the middle of the main street, in front of the principal
(Continued on next page)
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SPECIAL UPDATE INSERT

Designated Communities Top 1,000

One thousand and climbing....

Or, 1,104 to be exact. That’s the number of communities across America that have formed local
commissions to participate in the Bicentennial of the United States Constitution (as of May 18).
When routine approval is afforded by the state and federal Commissions, the local units become
Designated Bicentennial Communities (DBCs) and are recognized as the official organization for
the celebration. A DBC then is allowed to use the official logo for the duration of the
commemoration, through 1991. (The national Commission has been extended to honor the
Bicentennial of the Bill of Rights, 1790-91.)

It’s easy to become a DBC and be involved in the Bicentennial. Contact your state commission
for information or contact us directly at State/Local Affairs (202/653-9808).

*¥ ¥ %
State leadersin DBCs are:
Georgia 82 New Mexico 13
Illinois 66 Oregon 13
New York 58 Pennsylvania 13
Massachusetts 54 Delaware 12
Ohio 54 Maryland 11
Florida 53 South Carolina 11
Missouri 51 Nebraska 9
New Jersey 51 Vermont 8
Virginia 48 Arkansas 7
North Carolina 39 Colorado 7
Indiana 35 Michigan 7
California 33 Alaska 6
New Hampshire 32 West Virginia 6
Utah 30 Iowa 5
Tennessee 25 Kansas 5
Wisconsin 25 Idaho 4
Maine 24 Mississippi 3
Texas 24 Nevada 3
Arizona 22 South Dakota 3
Connecticut 22 North Dakota 2
Louisiana 21 Puerto Rico 1
Alabama 20 American Samoa 0
Wyoming 19 Guam 0
Oklahoma 18 Hawaii 0
Washington 18 Montana 0
Minnesota 16 Rhode Island 0
Kentucky 15 Virgin Islands 0





