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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY AUG 1 0 1987

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
5 G (54 5 '

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310-0101

SABC

FE o0l
MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL AND FLAG OFFICERS /~& 006~/
SUBJECT: Pimembo—ei-a o = = oo -

Enclosed are materials which we trust you will find
helpful in continuing your celebration of the Bicentennial of
the United States Constitution.

Particularly, I highlight two items. The first is the
new (modified) Department of Defense Bicentennial logo
commemorating the continuation of the Constitution
Bicentennial through 1991. We are considering these points
of emphasis for each year of the celebration to include the
Ratification in 1988, with an emphasis on statehood;
National Defense in 1989, commemorating the Soldier-
Presidents and the establishment of the War Department; The
Judiciary and UCMJ in 1990; and the Bill of Rights in 1991,
focusing on our Constitution as a living document. May I
please have your thoughts regarding these?

Secondly, we enclose the new Department of Defense
Bicentennial poster. Distributed worldwide, the poster is
available in three sizes (two are included in this mailing).
The 11"x17" poster will be distributed to unit level. The
smaller card size will be distributed by the senior
noncommissioned officer of each service with recommendations
for use. A Special Commemorative Edition, 22"x33", will be
distributed soon. Additional posters may be obtained by
contacting this office.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Q—lféx;k
ROBERT ARTER
Lieutenant General, USA (Ret)
Special Assistant to the Secretary
of the Army for the Bicentennial

of the United States Constitution

Enclosures
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Department of Defense

Official Symbol Cal(';lera:;realdy)art
or 3-Colior

of the United States

Constitution Bicentennial

/Ve,o Print outer band of the symbol
<
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on top of the Pentagon (called a
triquetra) in Pantone Red 185C.
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5 ( w z Print inner band of the symbol
’i = on top of the Pentagon in
3 \ : &  Pantone Blue 293C.
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% % Pantone Blue 293C.
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Department of Defense

. . Camera-ready art
Official Symbol (for 1-color)
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Constitution Bicentennial
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®"THE CONSTITUTION"™ - THE 1987 ARMY THEME
MODULAR STOCK SPEECH SUITABLE FOR
INTERNAL & EXTERNAL AUDIENCES

THEME: THIS STOCK SPEECH IS DESIGNED TO PROMOTE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
IN BICENTENNIAL OF THE CONSTITUTION CELEBRATIONS AND ENGENDER GREATER
AWARENESS OF 1987 ARMY THEME, "THE CONSTITUTION."

OPENING AMENITIES.

"I DO SOLEMNLY SWEAR THAT I WILL SUPPORT AND DEFEND THE
CONSTITUTION" -- THESE WORDS ARE THE FIRST SPOKEN BY ALL MEN AND WOMEN
AS THEY BEGIN THEIR AFFILIATION WITH THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED
STATES. THUS, AT THE VERY MOMENT WE IN UNIFORM RAISE OUR HANDS AND
TAKE THE ENLISTMENT OATH, THERE BEGINS A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
OURSELVES AND THE U.S. CONSTITUTION.

IN RECOGNITION OF THIS SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP...OF 1987 AS THE
BICENTENNIAL OF THE SIGNING OF THE CONSTITUTION...AND OF THE ARMY'S
DESIGNATION AS THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE EXECUTIVE AGENCY FOR
OBSERVANCE OF THE BICENTENNIAL, SECRETARY OF THE ARMY JOHN O. MARSH
HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE ARMY'S THEME FOR 1987 IS "THE CONSTITUTION."
THIS ANNOUNCEMENT CONTINUES THE ARMY'S THEME PROGRAM, DESIGNED TO MAKE
US TAKE A HARD LOOK AT OURSELVES FOR THE PURPOSE OF BUILDING AN EVEN
BETTER ARMY.

BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST THEME, "THE ARMY AT YORKTOWN: SPIRIT OF
VICTORY," AND CONTINUING ON THROUGH "FITNESS," "ARMY OF EXCELLENCE,"
"THE ARMY FAMILY," "LEADERSHIP," AND FINALLY LAST YEAR'S THEME OF
"VALUES," THIS PROGRAM HAS CALLED UPON SOME SPECIAL FEATURE OF OUR
HERITAGE, OR AN ESPECIALLY DEMANDING NEED, TO SPOTLIGHT FOR EXTRA

EMPHASIS DURING THAT YEAR. BUT, EVEN MORE IMPORTANTLY, THESE THEMES

BECOME PART OF OUR DAILY ROUTINE...OUR MANNER OF THINKING...OUR WAY OF



DOING BUSINESS. THEY MAKE US MORE AWARE OF OUR WEAKNESSES AND OUR
STRENGTHS. THEY HELP EACH OF US, AND THE ARMY AS A WHOLE, "BE ALL
THAT WE CAN BE."

THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION CELEBRATES THE 200TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE DRAFTING, SIGNING AND RATIFICATION OF THIS
FUNDAMENTAL DOCUMENT OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND WAY OF LIFE, PRESIDENT
REAGAN HAS RECOMMENDED TWENTY-THREE INDIVIDUALS TO COMPOSE THE
COMMISSION WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY IT WILL BE TO COORDINATE APPROPRIATE
COMMEMORATION OF THIS GREAT HISTORICAL EVENT. THE PRESIDENT HAS ALSO
CALLED UPON ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES, AS WELL AS ALL PRIVATE SECTOR
ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS, TO ENTHUSIASTICALLY PARTICIPATE IN
THESE ACTIVITIES.

THIS COMMISSION, HEADED BY RETIRED SUPREME COURT CHIEF JUSTICE
WARREN BURGER, HAS RECOMMENDED THAT CELEBRATION ACTIVITIES BE GROUNDED
IN THE ACTUAL EVENTS OF 200 YEARS AGO. FURTHER, THE COMMISSION HAS
ENCOURAGED THAT THE OBSERVANCE BE NOT ONLY FESTIVE, BUT ALSO
COMMUNICATIVE OF THE TRUE MEANING OF THE CONSTITUTION.

FOLLOWING THIS GUIDANCE, THE KICKOFF EVENT FOR ALL ACTIVITIES WAS
ACTUALLY HELD LAST FALL, ON 14 SEPTEMBER 1986, AT FORT MEADE,
MARYLAND. THIS CELEBRATION COMMEMORATED THE 1786 ANNAPOLIS CONVENTION
WHICH ISSUED THE CALL FOR ALL STATES TO SEND DELEGATES TO A CONVENTION
IN PHILADELPHIA FOR THE PURPOSE OF DRAFTING A NEW, MORE WORKABLE
CONSTITUTION THAN THEN EXISTED. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS, CONTINUING ON
THROUGH 1991, WILL COMMEMORATE CONVENTION MILESTONES SUCH AS THE
DRAFTING AND SIGNING OF THE CONSTITUTION, ITS RATIFICATION BY THE

STATES, THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW GOVERNMENT, AND THE ADOPTION OF THE

BILL OF RIGHTS.



THESE EVENTS ARE AS IMPORTANT AND INFLUENTIAL IN OUR LIVES TODAY
AS WAS THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR ITSELF. IN 1776 WE OVERTHREW A
GOVERNMENT THAT WAS IMPINGING ON OUR RIGHTS; FROM 1787 TO 1789 WE
BUILT A NEW GOVERNMENT FAITHFUL TO THOSE SAME NOBLE PRINCIPLES IN
WHOSE BEHALF THE REVOLUTION WAS FOUGHT. IT IS BECAUSE OF THESE
EFFORTS BY OUR FOREFATHERS THAT WE LIVE TODAY IN A NATION WHERE
GOVERNMENTAL POWER RESTS UPON THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED AND WHERE
THE NATURAL RIGHTS TO LIFE, LIBERTY AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS HAVE
BEEN SUCCESSFULLY SECURED, JUST AS IN 1976, WHEN WE CELEBRATED OUR
INDEPENDENCE AND HONORED THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR OUR FREEDOM AS A NATION,
IT IS FITTING THAT WE NOW HONOR THOSE FOUNDING FATHERS WHO FRAMED FOR
THIS NATION A GOVERNMENT EQUAL TO THE GOALS OF THE REVOLUTION.

THIS CONSTITUTION, THE FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF OUR LAND, IS QUITE
SPECIAL AND UNIQUE. EVEN THOUGH OUR COUNTRY IS RELATIVELY YOUNG AMONG
THE NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THE U.S. CONSTITUTION IS THE OLDEST WRITTEN
GOVERNING DOCUMENT IN CONTINUOUS USE IN THE WORLD. SIXTY PERCENT OF
THE CONSTITUTIONS IN USE IN THE WORLD TODAY HAVE BEEN DRAFTED SINCE
1970. 1IT HAS DIRECTLY IMPACTED ON THE GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURES AND
PROCESSES OF MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY OF THE WORLD'S NATIONS.
IT IS SO MANY DIFFERENT THINGS. IT IS A STATEMENT OF OUR NATIONAL
PURPOSE AND OF OUR VALUES AS A PEOPLE. IT IS A CONTRACT BETWEEN A
PEOPLE AND THEIR GOVERNMENT - ONE WHICH SERVES AS A WORLDWIDE MODEL OF
FINE TUNING AND BALANCE BETWEEN THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE AND THE
RIGHTS OF ITS CITIZENS.

AS WE ENTER THIS PERICD OF CELEBRATION WE LOOK FORWARD TO MORE

THAN SPIRITED FESTIVITY. AS IN THE 1976 BICENTENNIAL OF OUR



INDEPENDENCE AND LAST SUMMER'S CENTENNIAL OF THE STATUE OF LIBERTY, WE
ARE ALSO SEEKING A NEW AWARENESS OF THE PRINCIPLES UNDERLYING THESE
SYMBOLS AND EVENTS. OUR GOAL IS NOT ONLY TO HONOR THE PAST, BUT TO
REAFFIRM OUR DEDICATION, AS A NATION AND A PEOPLE, TO A CONTINUED
LIVING FULFILLMENT OF THE DREAMS AND VISIONS OF OUR FOREFATHERS.

AS PREVIOUSLY NOTED, THERE IS A SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
ARMY'S SOLDIERS AND THE CONSTITUTION, THIS RELATIONSHIP, WHICH IS
FUNDAMENTAL, IS SPOTLIGHTED BY THE 1987 ARMY THEME OF "“THE
CONSTITUTION" AND THE ARMY'S ROLE AS THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
EXECUTIVE AGENCY FOR THE BICENTENNIAL OBSERVANCES. THE CONSTITUTION
PROVIDES THE BASIS FOR THOSE VALUES WE, AS SOLDIERS, ADHERE TO IN OUR
ROLES AS THE DEFENDERS OF THE DOCUMENT AND THE VALUES FOR WHICH IT
STANDS.

LINKS BETWEEN THE ARMY AND THE CONSTITUTION ACTUALLY BEGIN IN THE
PREAMBLE. THE FOURTH PURPOSE STATED THERE IS TO PROVIDE FOR THE
COMMON DEFENSE AND THE SIXTH IS TO SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY.

AS IT IS QUITE IMPOSSIBLE TO SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY WITHOUT
HAVING ADEQUATELY PROVIDED FOR THE COMMON DEFENSE, THE ARMY'S
FUNDAMENTAL MISSION OF NATIONAL DEFENSE IS WELL-FOUNDED.

THE ARMY HAS CHOSEN AS ITS PARTICULAR THEMES TO BE SPOTLIGHTED
DURING THE COMMEMORATIVE OBSERVANCE OF THE BICENTENNIAL THE
CONSTITUTIONAL CONCEPT OF THE CIVILIAN CONTROL OF THE MILITARY AND THE
TWENTY-THREE OF THE FORTY SIGNERS OF THE CONSTITUTION WHO WERE
VETERANS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. THESE THEMES HIGHLIGHT A VERY

BASIC TENET OF THE DURABLE STABILITY OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND THE
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INTERTWINING OF SOLDIERING AND STATESMANSHIP THAT MARKED OUR NATION'S
EARLY PATRIOTS.
THERE WILL BE A MULTITUDE OF CLLEBRATIONS, UNDERWRITTEN BY BOTH

PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SPONSORS, ALL ATR0OSS THE LAND DURING THE NEXT FOUR

YEARS., THE ARMY WILL BE ACTIVELY INVOLVED. FOR THE BICENTENNIAI OF
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION TO BE THE COMMEMORATION OF OUR HERITAGE, AND THE
INSPIRATION OF OUR LEGACY TO THE FUTURE, WE MUST ALL WORK TOGETHER.
THE MOST LASTING HONOR WE CAN BESTOW ON THE FOUNDING FATHERS WHO GAVE
US OUR FORM OF GOVERNMENT IS TO FOSTER AMONG OUR OWN AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS A TRUE APPRECIATION AND CLEARER UNDERSTANDING OF THE
CONSTITUTION AND ITS IMPACT ON OUR DAILY LIVES.

THIS IS A NOBLE CHALLENGE. I WOULD LIKE TO URGE YOU, AS A GROUP
AND AS INDIVIDUALS, TO CONSIDER YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN THIS TRULY GRAND
UNDERTAKING. IF WE ALL WORK TOGETHER, WE CAN ENSURE THAT THIS
CELEBRATION WILL PRODUCE RICH REWARDS FOR ALL AMERICANS,

REGARDLESS OF OUR POLITICAL PERSUASIONS, THE CONSTITUTION IS A
TOUCHSTONE FOR ALL OF US., AS AMERICANS, WE MAINTAIN OUR UNIQUE
FREEDOMS ONLY IF WE, AS A PEOPLE, ARE FULLY KNOWLEDGEABLE OF THE
MANNER BY WHICH THEY WERE ACHIEVED AND WHAT MUST CONTINUE TO BE DONE
TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT THEM. LET US REDISCOVER THE MEANING OF THIS
FUNDAMENTAL LAW OF THE LAND AND BEQUEATH IT, IN BOTH WORD AND DEED, TO
ALL FUTURE AMERICANS,

I WILL CLOSE THEN WITH THE CHALLENGE THAT YOU JOIN US IN DOING

YOUR PART TO ENSURE THAT BENJAMIN FRANKLIN'S WORDS, SPOKEN TWO HUNDRED



YEARS AGO, WILL BE JUST AS PROPHETIC AT THE TRICENTENNIAL AS THEY WERE
THEN: "OUR CONSTITUTION IS IN ACTUAL OPERATION: EVERYTHING APPEARS
TO PROMISE THAT IT WILL LAST."

THANK YOU.



THE BICENTENNIAL OF THE CONSTITUTION

(INTERNAL AUDIENCE SPEECH)

1987 MARKS A BICENTENNIAL THAT IS OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO
ALL AMERICANS, BUT IT BEARS A SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO THOSE OF US
WHO WEAR THE UNIFORM OF THE MILITARY SERVICES. TWO CENTURIES AGO,
IN MAY 1787, AFTER FIGHTING FOR AND WINNING THEIR INDEPENDENCE,
REPRESENTATIVES FROM 12 OF THE 13 AMERICAN STATES MET IN
PHILADELPHIA TO DEVELOP A DOCUMENT THAT WOULD HELP UNIFY AND BRING
ORDER TO THE LOOSE CONFEDERATION OF STATES. FOUR MONTHS LATER, ON
SEPTEMBER 17, 1787, THOSE 55 EARLY AMERICAN LEADERS COMPLETED THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, A DOCUMENT THAT LAID THE
FOUNDATION FOR A TRULY DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY IN OUR YOUNG NATION.
THAT SAME CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED A GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE, BY
THE PEOPLE AND FOR THE PEOPLE.

TODAY, OUR CONSTITUTION STANDS AS THE OLDEST WRITTEN
CONSTITUTION IN THE WORLD. IT HAS IMPACTED ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND
STRUCTURE OF GOVERNMENTS IN EVERY CORNER OF THE EARTH, ALTHOUGH
ADDITIONS HAVE BEEN MADE TO THE CONSTITUTION THROUGHOUT THOSE TWO
CENTURIES, NOT ONE LINE OR WORD FROM THE ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPT HAS
BEEN CHANGED OR REMOVED. IT SYMBOLIZES TODAY THE SAME IDEAL THE
ORIGINAL SIGNERS WANTED TO INSTILL IN OUR NATION -- FREEDOM,
JUSTICE, EQUALITY AND HOPE.

AS SOLDIERS, EVERY ONE OF US HAS TAKEN AN OATH TO "SUPPORT
AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES." 1IN DOING SO,
WE JOINED RANKS WITH THE FRAMERS OF THE CONSTITUTION WHO PLEDGED

THEIR FORTUNES, THEIR HONOR AND THEIR VERY LIVES IN ITS SUPPORT,



TWENTY-THREE OF THOSE WHO SHARED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
CONSTITUTION WERE CITIZEN-SOLDIERS. THEY WEREN'T PROFESSIONAL
SOLDIERS. THEY CAME FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE. SOME WERE FARMERS,
OTHERS WERE MERCHANTS, BANKERS OR LAWYERS. LIKE YOU AND I, THEY
FELT A PATRIOTIC RESPONSIBILITY TO FIGHT FOR AND DEFEND THEIR
COUNTRY. THEY REFLECTED THEIR OWN PERSONAL SACRIFICE AND THE
BLOOD OF THEIR COMRADES-IN-ARMS IN THE WORDS OF THE CONSTITUTION.

IT IS THE CONSTITUTION WHICH GIVES THE ARMY ITS VERY PURPOSE
FOR BEING. WITHOUT THE ARMY AND ITS ROLE IN OUR EPIC BATTLE FOR
FREEDOM, THERE WOULD BE NO CONSTITUTION. IF THE CONSTITUTION HAD
NEVER BEEN WRITTEN, THERE WOULD BE NO FREEDOMS FOR SOLDIERS TO
DEFEND.

THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION BEGINS WITH THESE ETERNAL
WORDS, "WE THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES." IT PROVIDES US, AS
SOLDIERS, WITH A TWOFOLD MISSION, TO "PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON
DEFENSE," AND TO "SECURE THE BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY TO OURSELVES AND
OUR POSTERITY."

AS AMERICANS, WE ENJOY THE "BLESSINGS OF LIBERTY" TODAY
BECAUSE THE MILLIONS WHO PRECEDED US ANSWERED THE CALL TO ARMS
WHEN THEY WERE NEEDED. TO MAINTAIN LIBERTY FOR OUR CHILDREN AND
OUR CHILDREN'S CHILDREN, IT IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER THAT WE
UNDERSTAND THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF THE CONSTITUTION. THOSE CONCEPTS
ARE UNDER ATTACK IN COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND SOMETIMES,
EVEN IN AMERICA ITSELF. THE CONSTITUTION GIVES MEANING TO WORDS
OFTEN USED AIMLESSLY ---WORDS LIKE LOYALTY, DUTY, HONOR AND

SACRIFICE. IF WE UNDERSTAND THE CONSTITUTIONAL BASIS OR OUR



RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS, WE'LL BE MORE EFFECTIVE CITIZENS AND
SOLDIERS.

SECRETARY OF THE ARMY JOHN O. MARSH HAS DESIGNATED "THE
CONSTITUTION'" AS THE ARMY'S THEME DURING 1987. THIS PROVIDES ALL
OF US WITH A SINGULAR OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR PRECIOUS
DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, TO REFLECT ON THE ORIGINS OF OUR
FREEDOM; AND, TO PAY TRIBUTE TO THE DOCUMENT THAT GAVE BIRTH TO
THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. I JOIN SECRETARY MARSH IN CHALLENGING
EACH OF YOU TO BECOME A BETTER CITIZEN AND SOLDIER BY READING THE
CONSTITUTION AND BY REDEDICATING YOURSELF TO PRESERVING THE SPIRIT

EMBODIED IN THAT DOCUMENT,



THE CONSTITUTION A PEOPLE'S DOCUMENT

by
Thomas H. O'Connor

Professor of History

On July 30, 1985, the twenty-three men and women whom
President Ronald Reagan had appointed members of the
Commission on the Bicentennial of the Constitution of the
United States took their seats around the huge table in the
cast conference room of the Supreme Court building in
Washington, DC. They had just returned from the official
swearing-in ceremony at the White House and now prepared to
hold their first formal meeting under the chairmanship of

Chief Justice Warren E. Burger.

No sooner had the meeting been called to order and the
necessary introductions completed when almost everyone agreed
that the task of observing the 200th anniversary of the
Constitution of the United States was much too important to
be left to lawyers and judges. Not that anyone had anything
against lawyers and judges. After all, the Commission itself
included not only the Chief Justice of the United States
Supreme Court and a former United States Attorney General,
but also a number of prominent federal justices, deans of law
schools, constitutional specialists, and well-known

corporation counsels,



It was simply that everyone present agreed that as many
Americans as possible should be made aware of the fact that
the official start of the Bicentennial year would take place
on September 17, 1987. That was the date when the majority
of delegates to the Philadelphia Convention signed the new
framework of government, and sent it to the various states
for their eventual approval. Members of the Commission felt
that it was one of their primary responsibilities to alert
people everywhere of this significant occasion, as well as to
dramatize the important role the Constitution plays in the
life of every man, woman, and child in the country. The
upcoming Bicentennial appeared to be a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to give the entire nation, in the words of Chief
Justice Burger, "a civics and history lesson" on the origin

and meaning of that great document.

Acknowledging the fact that the Constitution has
generated all kinds of legal controversy and judicial
opinions almost from the very first moment of its
ratification, the members of the Bicentennial Commission
recognized that the Constitution was not originally designed
as a legal brief or composed by constitutional experts. It
was a basic framework of government drawn up by plain people
of the country, average Americans of their day -- farmers,

planters, landowners, merchants, politicians, country lawyers



-- in order to protect their personal rights and civil
liberties. Those who wrote and framed the Constitution of
the Unites States were people who had lived most of their
lives under an oppressive colonial rule, and who been

victimized by lawyers, judges, and government officials.

In their Declaration of Independence, the colonists had
listed the numerous ways in which British authorities had
violated their basic rights and liberties: They had been
made to support religions to which they did not belong.

They had been forced to pay taxes passed by a Parliament in
which they were not represented. Their homes had been broken
into and their belongings plundered without proper search
warrants. And many of them had been thrown into jail for
indefinite periods of time on unspecified charges. These
were only a few of the long list of serious grievances the
Americans cited as "causes" which had finally "impelled" them

to their "separation" from Great Britain.

Once they had achieved their independence and formed a
new government in their own right as the United States of
America, the former colonists set out to form a new political
society that would never again permit the government -- even
one of their own choosing -- to repeat any of those
injustices. It is one thing, however, to fight a successful

revolution: it is quite another thing to organize a stable



and democratic government after the fighting is over. It is
not always possible to transform ambitious ideals and
grandiose rhetoric into a coherent theory of responsible
government. There are many examples of peoples who fought
successfully for their freedom, won their independence, who
three off the yoke of colonial rule -- and who then went on
to deny that same freedom to others. So much of human
history has centered around the sad and tragic story of how a
successful revolution has been followed by the guillotine,

the gulag, and the death squad.

The course of History is not inevitable. The framers o
the Constitution might well have been content to view the new
government in a narrow, selfish, and restrictive fashion.
They could have kept the reins of government in their own
hands and denied it to others. They could have maintained
the original thirteen states as the permanent government of
the nation and established future lands as subordinate
colonies or as second-class territories. The could easily
have restricted social and political opportunities to
themselves and to persons of the same social groups or
religious persuasions. Indeed, there were a number of
delegates at the Philadelphia Convention who feared that
people other then themselves were too fickle and too easily
swayed to be a part of the new government, and were

definitely on guard against the movement toward "popular



rule." Gouverneur Morris, for example, warned his colleagues
about the dangers of admitting "strangers into our councils"
while George Mason wanted to insert a clause requiring all
candidates for public office to show "certain qualifications
of landed property." At one point James Madison favored a
long term for United States Senators, and several members
supported Alexander Hamilton's idea of having Senators
elected fo;_life. Elbridge Gerry expressed the fear that
ordinary people would be "too little informed" to be trusted
with the election of the President, and eventually proposed
that the election of the Chief Executive by left to the

governors of the various states.

But there were those who had a great deal more faith in
the judgments of the "plain folk." Robert Morris refused to
believe that the people would be influenced in their
political decisions by "little combinations and moﬁentary
lies,”" and Benjamin Frankiin wisely pointed out that in a
truly free governmment the rulers are servants, and the people
their superiors." By the time work on the Constitution was
completed, it was clear that the Framers had approached the
new government in a more open and expansive fashion. 1In
considering the addition of new lands, for example, they
agreed that such future territory would eventually‘become

full-fledged states and integral parts of the Union with

exactly the same rights and privileges as any of the original



thirteen states. Following the same democratic principles,

+ie it possible for the :: st cf citizens and the most
recen . of immigrants to have - - -7 the same status as the
earlicst of settlers and the oldesy :r utatesmen. They

dccidnd that it would be "the great body of the people oif
th2 United States" who would choose the representatives to
the House of Representatives. "Not the rich, more than the

poor,"

wrote James Madison: 'not the learned, more than the
ignorant; not the haughty heirs of distinguished names, more
than the humble sons of obscurity and unpropitious fortune."
Although the spirit of the times would not permit the civil
and political rights guaranteed by the new Constitution to be
extended to women or to Black people, it was the spirit of
Madison's egalitarian ideals that would eventually make it

possible for these and similar groups to enjoy the full and

equal benefits of the law.

Noted academic authorities have gone to great lengths to
explore the intellectual origins of the Constitution of the
United States and to explain its ideological underpinnings.
They have demonstrated the influence of the Magna Carta, the
ideals of Montesquieu, and the philosophy of John Locke. 1In
analyzing the framework of the document, they have emphasized
the delicate relationship that was constructed between
federal authority and states' rights, the skillful

interaction of checks and balances, and the thoughtful



interplay of the three different branches of government.
These are studies which never fail to attract the attention
and enthusiasm of political scientists and constitutional
experts. All too often, however, they leave the average

reader cold and uninvolved.

But the basic core of the document itself goes much
deeper than these purely technical and intellectual aspects,
and for this reason the Bicentennial period should certainly
arouse the interest and excitement of every American. The
truly human appeal of the Constitution comes not so much from
learned journals or complex philosophies, but from the
emotional sentiments of a people who were "madder than hell"
about the way they were treated by 0ld World customs and
procedures, and who weren't going to take it any longer! The
heart of the Constitution, the very guts of the thing that
even today continues to furnish its vitality and its driving
force, is the fierce determination that the liberties which
were won in the hard-fought struggle for independence were
going to be preserved in such a way that they would never
again be threatened by some judge, or revoked by some
bureaucrat as had happened so often in the past. The
Constitution was the people's way of insuring that the
revolutionary principles embodied in the Declaration of
Independence became a permanent part of their new nation's

political fabric.



In recent times, it has become almost a cliche to
categorize the Constitution of the United States as a
conservative document. Far from it, however. While
constitutional specialists might discuss and debate the issue
today, certainly in its own day the Constitution was viewed
as extremely radical, if not downright revolutionary, both in
its view of the nature of government as well as the rights of
people. The very idea, in the 18th century, that the powers
of government were limited at all by a written body of law
would be considered ridiculous. The notion that government
officials derived their powers from the consent of the people
and could be held responsible to representatives of the
people, would be viewed as nonsense. The idea that powerful
heads of government could be turned out of office, or the
theory that ordinary citizens had rights and prerogatives
that government could not take away -~ these were positively
revolutionary concepts in-an era when absolute monarchs were
the rule rater than the exception. 1In those days, kings and
emperors and czars assumed their powers by "divine right,"

and held themselves answerable only to God.

But the Constitution changed all that. 1In simple
declarative sentences, in language that was plain and simple
and clear -- hardly a lawyer's brief -- the document

established the fact that in the Unites States supreme power



would rest with the people. This was something they spelled
out in the opening words of the Preamble, when they states:
"We, the peuple of the United States ... do ordain and

establish this Constitution...."

They were determined that
in this country the government would act only with the
people's consent, expressed through their own elected

representatives.

It is this inner kernel of rage, this central core of
determination, that gives most average Americans such
instincitve confidence in the sacred nature and inviolable
character of the Constitution of the United States. Most
Americans may not always understand complicated judicial
opinions that are handed down fromt he bench or obscure legal
interpretaions found in learned journals. But they have a
strong and abiding faith in the Constitution itself. It is a
document that deals with such basic issues as human nature,
power, freedom, property, -the authority of government, the

rights of the people.

These are not complicated legal terms. These are
fundamental concepts that ordinary people readily understand,
and to which they can easily relate. These are people's
issue: and they are what make the constitution, at heart, a
people's document. Judges may come and go, theories of

jurisprudence may go in and out of fashion, the pendulum may



swing from liberalism to conservativism and back again, but
most people still hold firmly to the belief that it is this
inner core of the Constitution that protects their basic
rights and liberties, and that it is this inner core that

will never change.

The year 1987 will mark the 200th anniversary of the
Constitution of the United States. For two centuries it has
provided the framework for the country's government, and is
the oldest written national constitution still being used in
the world today. The upcoming Bicentennial year provides an
ideal occasion for all Americans to take another and more
thoughtful look at the Constitution, and to reflect upon the
many ways in which that document has enriched their lives and

guaranteed their most precious freedoms.
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The Constitution: Our Comsmon Bond

During 1987, the Nation will celebrate the Bieentennial
of our Constitution, the embodiment of the unique American
vision of political organization and social justice. Under
the Constitution of the United States, the Army plays a key
role as guardian of the nations's independence and security
and defender of the Constitution itself.

The Preamble of the Constitution sets forth’ as its
fourth goal, the mission of the Armed Forces -- "to provide
for the Common Defence." Secretary of the Army John O. Marsh,
Jr., emphasizes that the fourth goal enables Americans to
attain the sixth goal of the Constitution, which is "to
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our
posterity." These two goals, Secretary Marsh reminds us,
"are interrelated and relate directly to a stable world
environment under freedom."

During the 1987-1991 Bicentennial period, the Department
of Defense focus is fourfold:

(1) Role and relationships of military in
National Government.

(2). Educational and historical lessons for
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, their
families and civilian employees.

(3) Sense of commitment, values, leadership and
signers.

(4) Civilian control over the military.

Our goal is to weave the thread of the Constitution
throughout Department of Defense activities conducted during
the Bicentennial period, including Armed Forces Day, Service
Birthdays, Independence Day, Organization Days and Veteran's
Day. Accordingly, "The Constitution" has been designated as
the 1987 Army Theme.

In a sense, the 1987 Army Theme continues previous
emphasis on developing and maintaining democratic and
soldierly values. As the tangible expression of our accepted
national values the Constitution demands the commitment of
every citizen to support and defend our common heritage.

This common bond - an obligation to support and defend a
common set of principles and values as embodied in the
Constitution - links all Americans, soldiers and civilians






expression. This common bond of obligation is stronger
because it is voluntarily assumed. We serve and defend our
nation and its Constitution not because we are paid to do so
like mercenaries, but because the values of our nation and
the Constitution are our values and we are personally
committed to their preservation.

Wherever soldiers find themselves around the world
during the celebration years, let us renew our commitment as
vigilant, selfless defenders of the Constitution strengthened
by the knowledge that in so doing we renew our common bond
with each other, with the citizens and institutions of this
great republic, and with the many valiant soldiers of the
past and those yet to serve.

By:

ROBERT ARTER WILLIAM A. STOFFT
Lieutenant General, USA (Ret) Brigadier General, USA
Special Assistant to the Secretary Chief, Military History

of the Army on the Bicentennial
of the United States Constitution
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"A CELEBRATION OF CITIZENSHIP"

FACT SHEET

"A CELEBRATION OF CITIZENSHIP"
September 16, 1987
1:00 p.m., EDT

A live broadcast from Washington, D.C., will unite
all U. S. citizens, students, parents, and workers
in the United States and abroad in a patriotic
salute to our Constitution.

66 million students, teachers and administrators
will participate in a day-long teach-in on the
Constitution. Schools across the country and
American schools abroad will design and develop
unique activities to help young people celebrate
the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.
110,000 schools have been sent education
curriculum kits on the Constitution.

National leaders will join America's youth in
reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to our Flag;
Chief Justice Warren E. Burger, Ret., Chairman of
the Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S.
Constitution will lead Americans in a reading of
the Preamble to the Constitution.

Students, workers, teachers, parents, government
officials, military personnel and business men and
women can participate wherever they are on
September 16.

Funded by Xerox and Nabisco Brands Inc., and
sponsored by The Commission on the Bicentennial of
the United States Constitution, The American
Newspaper Publishers Association Foundation, and
twelve major educational organizations across the
country.

William Cone, Project Director, 202-653-5902
Nancy Moucha, Communications, 202-275-3501

or write: 736 Jackson Place, Northwest
Washington, D.C. 20503
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Telhe ré : CONTACT: Nancy S. Moucha
Toople > 202-275-3501
Seenrent *"A CELEBRATION OF CITIZENSHIP"

SEPTEMBER 16, 1987

On September 16, 1987 A Celebration of Citizenship will
unite all citizens of the United States in a nationwide
tribute to our Constitution. This will be a premier event
of 1987 honoring our Constitution.

Funded by Xerox and Nabisco Brands Inc. and sponsored by The
Commission on the Bicentennial of the United States
Constitution, The American Newspaper Publishers Association
Foundation, and twelve major educational organizations in
the country, A Celebration of Citizenship will commence the
multi-year celebration of the Bicentennial of the United
States Constitution with a nationwide program encouraging
the participation of all Americans, across the nation and
around the world.

National leaders will join America's youth in reciting the
Pledge of Allegiance to our flag at 1:00 p.m. (EDT), via a
live broadcast from Washington, D.C. Chief Justice Warren
E. Burger, Ret., Chairman of the Commission on the
Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution, will lead Americans
in a reading of the Preamble to the Constitution.

A Celebration of Citizenship on September 16 will reach
out to every school in the United States and to American
schools abroad. Teachers will develop unique programs and
activities to help young people celebrate the rights and
responsibilities of citizenship. Every public and private
school has been asked to conduct a day-long teach-in on our
Constitution and to join in the national tribute via the
Washington, D.C., broadcast. More than 110,000 schools,
with 66 million students, teachers and administrators have
been invited to participate and to design their own
activities.

A Celebration of Citizenship is more than a school procram.
It's a patriotic salute by all Americans wherever they are
on September 16. There's something everyone can do to make
this important event a success.

We encourage those in federal, state, and local governments,
defense communities, and those in the private sector to
participate with their schcols and communities. We hope
they will develop their own special ceremonies for this
historic commemoration of our Constitution, as well as tune
into the Washington, D.C., brcadcast program.






















































\ - NSC/S PROFILE UNCLASSIFIED ID
RECEIVED 17 AUG 87 07

TO POWELL FROM ARTER, R DOCDATE 10 AUG 87

KEYWORDS: DEFENSE POLICY

SUBJECT: RICENTENNIAL OF US CONSTITUTION

— e . e o o o o > ) " " T " A e 5 B M S D i e e i S S S U D TR L G A SR D S e G M e e D s s e

ACTION: APPROPRIATE ACTION DUE: 20 AUG 87 STATUS § FILES WH
FOR ACTION FOR CONCURRENCE FOR INFO
DONLEY MAHLEY
GRIMES
COCKELL
KISSELL
GREEN
COMMENTS ** SEE ACTION OFFICER FOR MATERIAL & BOOKLETS ** CoukTNE Y
REF# LOG NSCIFID ( AK (1%23
\CTION OFFICER (S)  ASSIGNED ACTION REOUIRED DUE COPIES TO

g511~u457, B/ o acling reeded
¢ Sf/Li o Locther Aobion )4/[)@/)/7

JISPATCH W/ATTCH FILE (C)






























