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April 28, 1983

UPDATE ON DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN--TRENDS IMPROVING

The Administration has embarked on a vigorous program to reduce
drug abuse in the United States, including international
initiatives and strong law enforcement to reduce the availability
of illicit drugs. The South Florida Task Force, the 12 DEA/FBI
Regional Task Forces, and The National Narcotics Border
Interdiction System are part of the supply reduction effort.

Simultaneously, a major long-term prevention campaign was mounted
on the health side, directed primarily at drug abuse among young
people. It is primarily a non-Federally funded private sector
prevention initiative, with emphasis on Federal leadership
serving as a catalyst for action.

The prevention effort is beginning to pay dividends. Thus far in
1983, the surveys used to measure drug abuse reflect significant
improvement in use patterns. The 1982 National Household Survey
on Drug Abuse, The 1982 High.School Seniors Survey, The Gallup
Youth Survey, and a survey of high achievers by Who's Who Among
American High School Students show similar trends. For example:

e In 1978, marijuana use by high school seniors peaked
at 11% or 1 in 9 reporting daily use. 1In 1982, daily
use had dropped to 6.3% or 1 in 16.

e The Household Survey reports that between 1979 and
1982, 2.4 million Americans stopped using marijuana,
l.1 million Americans stopped using hallucinogens,
195,000 Americans stopped using cocaine, and 7.3
million Americans, including 2.4 million youngsters,
stopped using alcohol on a regular basis.

Additionally, the Department of Defense surveys show significant

. improvement in drug use trends in the military. Preliminary

results show a sharp decline in current marijuana use by junior
enlisted personnel. Final results are expected in June.

Mrs. Reagan's involvement in the prevention effort directed at
youth has received wide acclaim. Her highly visible support is
contributing to the broad public interest and to people getting
involved in doing something about drug problems in homes,
schools, businesses, and communities.

The Administration's strategy has been directed at a long-term
objective of drug-free youth and several initiatives have been
planned, in cooperation with the private sector. Two recent

well-publicized activities include a special survey by Weekly



Reader periodicals, published by Xerox Education Publications,
directed at elementary school children. The first of its kind,
it is a survey of young children's attitudes on drugs and
alcohol. The survey results indicate a need for change in our
approach to drug abuse education. Significant findings:

e 25% of the 4th graders said children their age feel
some or a lot of pressure to try beer, wine, liquor,
or marijuana.

® The peer pressure increases each year: in the 7th
grade 50% feel encouraged to use marijuana, 60% to
drink alcohol.

e In the lower grades, the motivation to use drugs or
drink was to feel older, in middle grades to fit in,
in older grades to have a good time.

® The children in 4th grade believe schools are not a
major source of information about drugs; most of
their information comes from movies and television
and their families. This probably reflects current
school drug abuse programs which-are based on
previous assumptions of a later exposure age and do
not start until the 6th or 7th grade.

Simultaneous with the announcement of the survey results was an
announcement of a major new initiative directed at elementary
school children, with the first project directed at 4th grade
children. The first in a series of drug abuse awareness comic
books was released on April 25th and includes a million copies of
the "New Teen Titans"™ comic book, with teacher's guide, posters,
certificates, and letters from Mrs. Reagan.

The comic book project is part of the White House strategy to
enlist the private sector in the national campaign against drug
abuse. The Keebler Company and DC Comics sponsored the first
comic book project for the fourth grade, and the Department of
Education mailed packets to 35,000 elementary schools across the
United States. A similar project for fifth and sixth graders is
being developed. The fifth grade project is being sponsored by
IBM, the National Federation of Parents for a Drug Free Youth,
and DC Comics, Inc. The sixth grade project is being sponsored
by the National Soft Drink Association and DC Comics. A related
project for the development of a drug abuse awareness coloring
book for kindergarten through third grades is also planned.

The major press coverage and nationwide interest in the two
announcements demonstrate that the President's prevention program
is on target. We will continue sending strong messages that this
Administration and the American people will not tolerate drug
trafficking or drug abuse in the United States.



Selected examples of other private sector participation:

"Pharmacists Against Drug Abuse," sponsored by McNeil
Pharmaceuticals.

"Team Up Against Drugs"™, sponsored by the professional sports
organizations.

Congressional Wives Group, organized by Carolyn Mattingly, wife
of Senator Mack Mattingly.

Steering Committee on Prescription Drug Abuse, sponsored by the
American Medical Association.

Program against look-alike drugs, sponsored by the American
Pediatrics Society.

Lions' War Against Drugs, sponsored by Lions Clubs,
International.

"The Chemical People" campaign, produced by WQED/Pittsburgh and
sponsored by a new National Coalition for the
Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, with 26 service
and civic groups participating (representing
15 million members and volunteers).

"Don't be a Dope" campaign, sponsored by NBC.
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Trends in MariRana Use and Perceived Availability
Among High School Seniors: 1975-1982
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Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, data from the Monitoring the Future study,
1982.




Daily Marijuéna Use, U.S. High School Seniors,
1975-1982

100%}

q

-
O -
L i

Daily Use of
Marijuana

Percent of High School Seniors

1976 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982

Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, data from Student Drug Use in
America, 1982.
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Trends in Marijuana Use and Perceived Harmfulness
Among High School Seniors: 1975-1982
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Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, data from the Monitoring the Future study,
1982. .
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| Opportunity to Try Marijuana

and Lifetime Experience, Young Adults: 1982
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Current Cocainé Use, U.S. Household Population
and High School Seniors, 1974-1982 |
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Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse, data from the National Survey
on Drug Abuse and Student Drug Use in America, 1982.
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COMPARISON OF 1974 anp 1980

DRUG USE By E-1 - E-5

PREVALENCE WORLDWIDE . 1974 ] . 1080
CANNABIS 37 37
STIMULANTS 15 1
DEPRESSANTS n 5
HALLUCINOGENS .' 14 |
NARCOTICS 7
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=The Galiup Youth SUW@Q
Viarijuana Support Fadmg Among Youths

By GEORGE GALLUP

PRINCETON, N.J. —
Although some teen-agers
continue to experlment with
marijuana, the drug is ap-
parently fading as a symbol of
the teen generation, according
to the results of the latest
Gallup Youth Survey.

The poll also indicates that
teen opposition to legalizing
marijuana or decriminalizing
its possession in even small
amounts is solidifying.

For the second year in a
row, the survey shows that 74
percent of the country’s youth
oppose legalizing pot. Youth
opposition to decriminal-
izing marijuana possession
rose from 57 percent:in 1981
to 60 percent in 1982.

Still, about one teen-ager in
three (37 percent) reports hav-
ing tried marijuana at least
once. Marijuana was used by
8 percent of those polled dur-
ing the week previous to the
interview, 5 percent during
the previous month, 16 per-
cent between one month and
one year ago, and 8 percent
over one year ago.

Several key signs in the
surveys indicate that mari-
juana use soon may no longer
be the “in”’ thing to do. Use is
declining, while opposition to
legal reform favoring its use is
growing among students of
above average academic
standing. Previous high levels
of use, and approval from
teen-agers on the liberal,
trend-setting East and West
Coasts are leveling off. Most
importantly, long-term trends
in use, and approval by those
ages 13 through 15 are stead-
ilv declining.
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Gone is the past rhetoric of
youths that urged the nation
to “turn off, light up, turn
on.” Inits place are comments
opposing marijuana on legal,
social, and health grounds.

Teen-agers took surpris-
ingly tough stands on the
decriminalization issue, argu-
ing that the amount involved
does not matter. The judg-
ment of a 17-year-old boy from
Hydro, Okla., was typical: “It
doesn’t matter whether it’s an
ounce or a ton — it’s breaking
the law.”

The flower children of the
1960s would have been shock-
ed had they known that a
young woman in Chicago in
1982 probably summarizes
the views of many of her
generation when she says:
“Marijuana is harmful to the
human body. It increases the
crime rate because an ad-
dicted person may often have
to steal to support the habit.

We should strive to produce
healthy and honest citizens,
and marijuana is not con-
ducive to that goal. There is
no middle ground between
right and wrong.”

By the time they are 186
through 18, half of the
nation’s youth (52 percent)
may have tried marijuana.
Their opposition to legaliza-
tion and decriminalization is
not as strong as that of
younger teens, but those
favoring tempering the laws
often qualify their remarks by
suggesting legalization for
medical purposes, or demon-
strate concern about convic-
tion of one-time ex-
perimenters. More typical,
perhaps, are the remarks of
two 17-year-olds:

“Legalizing marijuana will

more stoned seventh-graders
in school restrooms.” (Fair-
port, N.Y.)

“1 enjoy life to the fullest,
and I am very happy without
the help of marijuana or any
other drug.” (Ayden, N.C.)

Following are the questions
asked:

““Have you ever tried mari-
juana?”’

“Do you think the use of
marijuana should be made
legal?”

“Do you think the posses-
sion of small amounts of mari-
juana should be treated as a
criminal offense?”

The findings reported today
are based on telephone inter-
views with a representative
national cross section of 1,012
youths, ages 13 through 18,
conducted in June 1982,

make it as available as tobac- Copyright 1983, The
co, and then we will have even Associated Press.”
LEGALIZATION, DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIJUANA
Oppose
Oppose Decrimi-
Legali- nakza-
zation tion
1982 1981 1982 1981
NATIONAL ........... .. ... .. ... .... 74% 74% 60% 57%
BOYS « oo 72 6 6 51
Girls ... i e 75 79 59 62
. Both sexes:

13to15yearsold................... 81 81 69 63

l6tol8yearsold................... 66 68 51 50
Bast........ ..o 72 69 53 47
Midwest ....... ... .. ... . ... ..., 76 80 63 60
South ... 74 78 66 63
West ... . e 75 67 53 56
Metroareas......................... 66 69 52 49
Suburbs ........ ... ., 73 71 58 52
Non-metroareas ..................... 79 80 67 65
Have tried marijuana.................. 58 54 37 30
Havenottriedmarijuana............... 83 86 73 72
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THE WHITE HOUSE %

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR CRAIG FULLER
FROM: CARLTON TURNER

- SUBJECT: Update on Drug Abuse Trends
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For your information, attached is the information paper to be
used for a Cabinet Council meeting or Cabinet briefing on the
Administration's accomplishments in the reduction of drug use_by
the public..and. military. I proposé that only the information

paper be sent out prior to any meeting.

A packet, containing the NIDA and DOD (E1-E5) survey charts, and
the Teen Titans Comic Book package would be available to hand out
at the meeting.

Craig, in the future, I will never have another travel schedule
like the one in April. The problems previously encounter within
my office have been solved.

cc: Ed Harper
Roger Porter
Bob Carleson

Nuditst, Sotel & 77452
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ATTACHMENTS

1. Information Paper

2. NIDA Survey Charts

3. DOD El-E5 Survey Charts
4, Gallup Poll

5. Teen Titans Comic Book













































































