Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
Digital Library Collections

This 1s a PDF of a folder from our textual collections.

WHORM Subject File Code: HE006-01
(Health: Narcotics)

Case file Number(s): 324140-324999
Box: 22

To see more digitized collections visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material

To see all Ronald Reagan Presidential Library inventories visit:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories

Contact a reference archivist at: reagan.library@nara.gov

Citation Guidelines: https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-
support/citation-guide

National Archives Catalogue: https://catalog.archives.gov/

Last Updated: 11/15/2024


https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/digitized-textual-material
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/archives/white-house-inventories
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://reaganlibrary.gov/archives/research-support/citation-guide
https://catalog.archives.gov/





































3y

May 31, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR: Dr. Carlton Turner
Deputy Assistant to the President

for Drug Abuse Policy -
FROM: P/G - James L. Meyer
SUBJECT: Recognition for Anti-drug Radio Series

Prof. Bernardo Vallejo has been working with the VOA and USIS La Paz
to produce a series of radio programs aimed at the coca-producing
areas of Bolivia and Peru. Despite the difficulties involved ——
including delayed payment for his work -— he is personally committed
to this project and has, according to reports, done a good job which
I believe merits recognition., I am sure that he would greatly
appreciate receiving a letter from you along the lines of the
attached draft. Please let me know if you have any questions.

cc: P/G — DMathes
VOA/BRL - Tagle

Attachment: Draft letter

1'\Q5



Dear Professor Vallejo:

I have been informed that you are producing a series of radio
docu—-dramas on the dangers of drug traffic and narcotics abuse in
Quechua. I understand that the Quechau speaking population in the
Andean countries runs in the millions and these programs will reach
many of them, pointing out not only alternatives to the growing of
coca plants, but teaching them how to take better advantage of their
resources through appropriate technology and advising about health
care and preventive medicine.

O
I consider yeurqproject extremely valuable and therefore, wish to
congratulate you for.a—-fine-—eentritbuttonr—to the—. __Ted States’

6ﬂ?“efforts in not only reducing drug traffic, but also in improving the

standard of living among the peoples of this Hemisphere. Please
extend my congratulations to the group of artists that participate
in the production of the "radio-novelas.”

Sincerely yours,

Carlton Turner
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Drug Abuse Policy

Professor Bernardo Vallejo
Houston Community College System
22 Waugh Drive

Houston, Texas 77370
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Dr. Luis Roberto Ocon Rocha
Valle Guadiana 118

Valle del Camnestre

Leon, cto. 37150

Mexico

Dear Dr. Rocha:

1 share your concern over use of psychoactive drugs by children and young
people and hope that the information I am enclosing on inhalants, marijuana,
treatment and prevention approaches will be of assistance to you. In
addition there is a monograph on inhalant abuse written in Spanish and

available from the Mexican government. The title is Inhalacion Voluntaria

de Disolventes Industriales. I regret that I have no copies of this

monograph, but for your convenience in ordering it from your government, I

have enclosed a copy of the title page.

In the United States, we have found that drug use by youngsters can be
reduced if parents, government and community leaders work together to
educate youth on the health risks and help them learn how to decline the

opportunity to try drugs without losing the respect of their peers.




Memorandum for The Honorable Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D.

Dick Sackett at NIDA read Dr. Rocha's letter to me. Following is a summary.

Dr. Rocha is a practicing psychistrist. He writes requesting information on
inhalants and marijuana abuse by children and youth. In addition he
requests information on the approaches being used in the United States to
combat drug abuse by youth. At the close of his letter he indicates that we

may respond to his inquiries in English.

I have attached a draft response and enclosures.

Attachment

OPDI/NIDA:5/31/85:CONTROL #6282



If I can be of further assistance, please contact me. My best wishes for

the success of your efforts.

Sincerely,

Carlton E. Turner, Ph. D.
Deputy Assistant to the President

for Drug Abuse Policy

Enclosures















INVITATION TO ATTEND PRESS CONFERENCE
APR 25 83, TO ANNOUNCE THE RELEASE OF THE

324574 PT

TEEN TITANS DRUG ABUSE AWARENESS COMIC BOOK ﬂz’f7f?=9(ﬁ5“"fﬁ/
THE RESULTS OF THE WEEKLY READER POLL AND » U A

KICK -~ OFF THE WHITE HOUSE - PRIVATE SECTOR o

DRUG ABUSE AWARNESS PROGRAM - WILL BE PRoOID
JOINED BY THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION; THOMAS PRO)L-0Y
GARVIN, PRESIDENT OF THE KEEBLER COMPANY; o
JENETTE KAHN, PRESIDENT OF DC COMICS AND FGo/o-03-

TERRY BORTON, EDITOR - IN - CHIEF OF
WEEKLY READER
X
MEMORANDUM FOR OVERSIGHT WORKING GROUP MEMBERS

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 01ld Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

@ Sincerely,

Carlton E. Turnef, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

X
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 01d Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

Sincerely,

>

Carlton E. Tum.D.

Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

X
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG SUPPLY REDUCTION

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 0l1d Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness, The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

Sincerely,

S S

Carlton E. ner, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

PN
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES ~-- EDUCATION AND

PREVENTION TASK FORCE

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 0l1d Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House =~ Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.,

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

Sincerely,

)

Carlton E. Turne Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

X
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES -- DETOXIFICATION

AND TREATMENT TASK FORCE

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 0ld Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

9 Sincerely,

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

X
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES -~ INTERNATIONAL

COOPERATION TASK FORCE

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 0ld Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program. '

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

Sincerely,
%ﬂ“&/}é’k

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

X
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES -- RESEARCH TASK

FOF™7%

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 01d Executive Office
Building to announce :he release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House ~ Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities. The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

Sincerely,

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D. ¢é

Special Assistant to the President




April 20, 1983

DS
MEMORANDUM FOR MEMBERS OF THE CABINET COUNCIL WORKING GROUP
ON DRUG ABUSE HEALTH ISSUES -- DRUG ABUSE IN THE

ARMED FORCES TASK FORCE

For your information, a press conference is scheduled for Monday,
April 25, 1983 at 10:30am in room 450 of the 0ld Executive Office
Building to announce the release of the Teen Titans drug abuse
awareness comic book, the results of the Weekly Reader poll and
kick-off the White House - Private Sector Drug Abuse Awareness
Program.

I will host the event and be joined by the Secretary of
Education; Thomas Garvin, president of the Keebler Company,
Jenette Kahn, president of DC Comics and Terry Borton, Editor-
in-Chief of Weekly Reader.

The Keebler Company has funded the development of a drug abuse
education comic book package for distribution to Fourth grade
students. DC Comics, a division of Warner Communication, Inc.,
has donated the artwork and talent for the comic book and the
Department of Education has assumed the mailing and distribution
responsibilities., The initial distribution will involve over 80%
of the nation's elementary schools and reach over half of the
Fourth graders nationwide.

Dr. Terry Borton, Editor-in-Chief of the classroom publication,
Weekly Reader, will release the findings of a readership poll
from the fourth through twelfth grades. The poll, comprising
responses from 500,000 school children, makes clear the case for
early education in drug abuse awareness. The grade school
children report peer pressure to try drugs and alcohol is evident
as early as the fourth grade.

I would like to invite you to attend the press conference, if
your schedule permits. The Weekly Reader data is very
interesting and the comic book looks great. If you are able to
attend, please advise Sue Daoulas (456-6554) or John Keller
(456-2209) in my office prior to 10:30am on Monday the 25th.

<:::::;;;;;;2":f:;?Eigi:«a-;»s-ff:;;;Hyﬁ_

Carlton E. Turner, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President
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June 10, 1985
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MEMORANDUM TO KEN CRIE&QT/////

FROM: CARLTON E. TURNER

SUBJECT: Update

I have hired a communications person who
will report next week. We will proceed

quickly with the overall communications

plan.

I am also requesting staff assistance from
DEA (see the attachment). Your assistance
with this matter will be appreciated.

I will be in the Bahamas June 11-13 and
will brief you on this situation upon my
return.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FGo)7-¢3

June 7, 1985

Dear Jack,

Wa ara haminnine~ the mnraliminarey warl An the 1TQA0L Aladk<sAanal
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develop and distribute the Strategy.

For such a critical requirement, we must have an experienced
professional who understands the overall program and has a
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C
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drug abuse in the United States, loyal to her parent
organization, and extremely knowledgeable about government
operations and how to get things done properly and expeditiously.
In short, Sharyn's performance has been truly outstanding and I
hope to obtain a repeat performance during the preparation of the
1986 Strategy.

I gather from your conversation with Dick that you believe that
DEA would sorely miss Sharyn. I certainly understand your
concern but believe that the successful completion of an
effective national strategy is the key to the whole program and
we must have the best people to work on it. Therefore I hope
that you will be able to assign Sharyn as the full-time Justice
representative during the preparation and publication of the new
Strateqgy. It would be most helpful if she could begin work by
the end of June. Thank you for your consideration of this
request,

—_—
CARLT E. TURNER
Deputy Assistant to the President
for Drug Abuse Policy

Mr. John C. Lawn

Administrator

Drug Enforcement Administration
1405 I Street, N.W.

Washington D.C., 20503
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February 27, 1985

COCAINE

Health Hazards

Cocaine is a dangerous drug and is one of the most powerfully
addictive drugs known to man. Addictive in this case means
that an individuals has lost voluntary control over the use
of the drugs.

o Cocaine exerts its addictive effect by acting directly on
the reward or pleasure centers of the brain. This brain
action produces an intense desire to experience the
effects of cocaine again and accounts for the development
of compulsive use beyond the control of the user.

o Increased doses of cocaine place the user at high risk for
acute toxic reactions, including cocaine-induced seizures
and convulsions, respiratory function disturbances, and
heart attacks.

o The reported symptoms of cocaine use include weight loss,
increased heart rate and blood pressure, depression,
irritability, anxiety, paranoia, and hallucinations.
Psychoses have been seen in heavy users. Depression and
psychosis are more likely to occur with chronic heavy use.

o Cocaine overdose can result in seizures, coma, and death
from respiratory or cardiac arrest.

o Animals given free access to cocaine in laboratory experi-

ments will inject it to the point of death, selecting
cocaine in preference to food and water.

Prevalence of Use

The most recent national surveys on drug abuse (1979-1982)
found a "leveling off" of the rather dramatic increases
observed between 1976 and 1979 in the number of persons who
report having tried cocaine.

O An estimated 4 million persons have used cocaine in the
past month, and an estimated 12 million have used it in
the past year.

o The National Household Survey on Drug Abuse found no
change in the annual number of persons age 25 and younger
who used cocaine in the past year between the 1979 and
1982 surveys.



o Similarly, there has been no significant change in the
proportion of high school seniors who report having used
cocaine in the past year.

o The number of persons who have used cocaine during the
past year, aged 26 and older, has increased from 2.4
million in 1979 to 4.9 million in 1982. This increase
reflects the large number of persons who were drug users
in the late 1960s and early 1970s and who are now at least
26 years of age.

Risk Factors

Research indicates that heavy marijuana users are much more
likely to use cocaine than are those who do not use
marijuana. The heavier the marijuana use, the more likely is
the progression to cocaine use, to the extent that heavy
users are 75 percent more likely to use cocaine.

User Characteristics

Use of cocaine, both in the past year and past month, is
concentrated in the 18 to 34 (young adult) years.

o Focusing on the "high-risk" 18 to 25 age group, cocaine
use is more likely among males than females and more
likely among whites than among persons of other races.

o Cocaine use also appears to be more concentrated among

young adults in large metropolitan areas in the Northeast
and the West.

Patterns of Use

o In every age group, the majority of those who have ever
used cocaine say they have used marijuana on the same
occasion.

0 While most often sniffed, alternate methods of ingestion

(i.e., smoking, a practice generally referred to as
"freebasing," or injecting the drug, including injecting a
combination of heroin and cocaine, known as "speed-
balling") are now frequently reported.

o Either smoking or injection of cocaine can lead to
intensive use and drug-seeking behavior which may be
destructive to personal competence and productivity. 1In



addition, there are increasing reports that even the
snorting of cocaine leads to serious adverse consequences
which not only may impair health but also can lead to
familial and financial collapse.

Prevalence of Health Consequences

There have been dramatic increases in the reported frequency
of persons requiring treatment for acute and chronic con-
sequences of cocaine use.

(o]

Clinicians have reported that the number of persons
seeking treatment for cocaine has increased, and that, on
average, there is a 3-5 year time lag between the onset of
cocaine use and entry to drug abuse treatment.

Admission data from a panel of hospital emergency rooms
that have consistently reported for 5 years indicate a
twofold increase in the number of cocaine-related
admissions between 1980 and 1983, from 3,131 to 6,059.

Both the need for medical care in emergency rooms and drug
abuse treatment is concentrated in the 26 to 34 age group.

Similarly, near twofold increases in cocaine-related
deaths from 169 to 312 between 1980 and 1983 were reported
by medical examiners. Approximately 25 percent of these
deaths involved use of cocaine in combination with heroin.

Supplies of Cocaine

Even though an increased amount of cocaine has been produced
in South America, the drug enforcement activities of the
United States and other governments have limited the impact
of this production on the United States.

o

The United States and other governments seized 30 metric
tons of cocaine in 1984.

Nineteen cocaine processing laboratories have been
destroyed in the United States in recent months.

The Columbian government is experimenting with herbicides
to destroy coca bushes.

Border interdiction and domestic supply reduction efforts
were substantially strengthened, resulting in a sharp
increase in the amount of cocaine seized and the number of
domestic laboratories shut down.
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Honorable Charles B. Rangel
Chairman

¥ Select Committee on Narcotics
Abuse and Control
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This is in response to your letter of March 13, 1985, to
the Attorney General concerning drug paraphernalia. Repre-
sentatives Gilman and Levine Joined in signing your letter.

The Department has reviewed this issue, as indicated by

former Assistant Attorney General McConnell in his letter of

\ March 20, 1984, with a view toward determining whether
| £-2-==7 A== -—ce-e-boe—olde Test-t-s2-- would be desirable.
] Iii ciiio ismaiuy vus wopes vwsuv ues «wud Déen and remains of
the view that general federal Jurisdiction over drug para-
phernalfa would TE¢pYeEsent  am . {nappropriate Use &f "IimIted
federal law _enforcempent resources. The " review "Tast—yéar,
therefore, related to the specific question of whether a
narrow federal drug paraphernallia statute, limited to inter-
state and foreign commerce in such items, would be worthwhile
in terms of the overall drug enforcement effort. Our Jjudge-
ment 1s that even such a narrow federal undertaking would, at

this time, represent apn_unjustifiable diversion of urgently
. needed resodrces away from the national drug enrorrement

.,4';“" effort. s o~ ———

= e

As the Select Committee has noted in recent reports, we
are at a critical Juncture in our efforts to curb 1llegal
drugs. Despite unprecedented successes 1in striking at and
destroying large drug trafficking syndicates, the favorable
growing conditions experienced in virtually every drug pro-
ducing ares of the world have resulted in increased avail-
ability of some types of drugs in the face of the most inten-
sive drug enforcement effort ever mounted. We belleve the
proper response to this threat 1s to further intensify our
efforts with respect to the entire range of drug contro.l
initiatives: expanded drug education and treatment programs,
strengthened crop substitution and eradication efforts n




drug producing nations, stepped up drug interdictlon efforts
and intensified domestic enforcement operations. Given these
high priority areas of activity and a federal budgetary
situation requiring extreme austerity measures, we do not
believe this 1s an appropriate time to be taking on new
enforcement initlatives.

With respect to State paraphernalia enforcement activi-
ties, we do not believe that the absence of federal enforce-
ment is impeding State and local enforcement. In this
regard, while approximately 38 States have enacted drug para-
phernalla laws, there has been little or no enforcement in

{ some of these States. While i1t may be said that the faillure
of many States to enforce drug paraphernalia laws 1s due to
the availablility of paraphernallia through the mails or other
interstate shipment, we do not believe that such sources of
supply substantially undermine State enforcement efforts.
Moreover, to the extent that out-of-State suppliers are per-
ceived as circumventing State and local. enforcement efforts,
the Supreme Court has upheld the ability of States to reach
outside thelr borders to stop activities in other States
which impact within the State seeking relief, Strassheim v.
Daily, 221 U.S. 280 (1911).

In short, while we share the Committee's interest in the
drug paraphernalia problem, we do not believe this is the
time for the federal government to enter into an area of

/law enforcement which has traditionally been reserved for
h‘égate and local Jjurisdiction.

S

Sincerely,

Phillip D. Brady .
Acting Assistant Attorney General

T

Michael W. Dolan

Deputy Assistant Attorney Genera)
Office of Legislative and

Intergovernmental Affairs












