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' THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 22, 1987 

MEMORANDUM FORT. KENNETH CRIBB 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WILLIAM R. GRAHAM 

NASA 

In a speech delivered to the Air Force Association in Colorado 
Springs yesterday, the number two man at NASA, Deputy 
Administrator Dale Myers, proposed that the Air Force 
construct its own space station. An unidentified official at 
NASA, probably near the top, said: "If they had their own 
space station they wouldn't mess ours up." (See copy of 
article which is attached.) 

Background 

NASA has experienced criticism from foreign participants in 
the space station program (The European Space Agency, Canada, 
and Japan) by reluctantly adhering to administration guidance 
that the space station be a national facility, and our 
international cooperation agreements make provision for the 
station's use to conduct military research and other national 
security activities if and when such activities are 
identified. 

* congressional Democrats such as Representative Norm Mineta 
have countered by proposing legislation that would bar most 
national security activities from the space station. 

NASA is playing along with Mineta and other elements hostile 
to broad national use of the space station. The burden on the 
taxpayer of funding even one space station is heavy, and the 
near-term prospect of funding two space stations is not 
realistic. 

It is highly inappropriate for the NASA Administrator's office 
to attempt to make national policy regarding Defense 
Department budgets and programs. Unfortunately. this is not 
the first time that NASA has g one of f the reservation and 
attempted to set nat ional security s~ace poli cy . NASA needs 
to be encouraged to develop a sense of propriety in their 
statements to avoid being a continuing embarrassment to the 
Administration. 

Attachment 
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:\TASA Urges Space_ Station for the Pentagon 
California Democrat who has been 
proposing legislation to restrict mii
tary use of the NASA space station, 
said today that it would be "fine". if the 

By PHlLlP ~- BOFFEY 
Spc.c1tt l w 111e New York 'J'lmt:s 

WASHI NGTON, May 21 - The Na
•n'lc:11 Aeronautics and Space Adm;nis" 

. • •11 ~ng,gestc::<I today that the De
us. · Oepurt1tient should consider 

• 1u1ldlng Jts own space station, a move 
,1 ,1,r cmlld ease growing concerns over 
i -rn,sible military uses of NASA's pro
•11Mld space s ta tion. 

• ·w i;uggestton w<\s made by Dale D. 
'VI;-, •rs, ifoputy administrator of the 
·,0,1('.f' 11,g,ino . .:y, in a spee<:h to a sym
,. 1 ;111m o1 the Ai.r Force Association in 
uh,rado Sprmgs. A text ol the speech 

., ,,.,, re.leased here by the space agen'cy. 
Mr. Myers did not link his suggestion 

to recent developments in which fot
efgn governments have ballced at coop
erating in the s,p1W,e st~ti,on proje~t if it 
is to be used {or cl~a'rly rp.iliu,iry pur
poses: Indeed, the • suggestioll was 
made· i.n the context of a speech stre~s
ing the importance of'{:Ol)tinued civil
ian and military ~oo~ratiQn i.n spr:ice. 

Space Progr~m Growing Rapidly 
Shirley M, Green, directqr of public 

affairs for NASA, said the suggestior/ 
was "not a response" to the ·outcry 
over alleged ~ilitarization .of the space 
station. Instead, she said, it w~s a 
recognition that the Air Force ·space 
program h~s been growing rapidly and 

that the proposed NASA space station, pefense Departm~nt wan~ed to ~>Uild 
to~ launc.tied 8tarting in 1p94 may n1>t 1t:, own spl;\ce station, aMmg t)lat the 

• • • • • . •. Pentagon should be allowed to conduct 
be ab_J~ to meet all the n!ieds ~nv1s10ned bit sic research on such technicar prob-
by military rlanners: , • Jems as superconductivity 01,1 the 
. !hus far! the_ ~entag~i:1 bas not iden-. NASA space station if desired: 

\1f1ed any spec1f1e; ~ses 1t wo"ld !l'lake • • 
of the space statiQl;l !>Ut has ~n stuc:IY• T~~tlng of Weapon:i Op,1>9st;d 
ing the possibilities.· • • ' ' • But Mr. Mineta strongly oppose~ any 
, However, anoth~r NA~'.A official .said testing of weapons on the NASA' spa~e 
that a separate militr:iq, space station stati9n. • 
would inevitably help · redu~ com• Mr. Myers sugge1>ted that demands 
plaints that the NASA space station for use of the space station by civiUan, 
was in daqger qf being ~inated by military • and international customers 
the Defense Department "If they had might become so great that the De
their own spal station ey wouldn't fense 'Department "may very well 
mess ours upt he official said. . want to begin thinking seriously about 

Representa e Norman Y. Mineta, a a ded.icated space station of its own, 

-· - - _.__ ...... _____ ...,_,, ___ '~-~ - ·--'""- -- ·---=-~---- - -·-- ·~ ;w\ · f ···· ~ j 't ~·~;. 

possibly iri polar orbit." 
"Now is the time for a serious, Im 

term look" at the department's futL 
requirements in space, he said. 

H(l S\lggested that the need for 
separat~ military space station wm 
increase as the Pentagon began to , 
velop and test the "Star Wars" defen 
system against missiles and as be 
the United States and the Soviet Uni 
expand~ the military uses of space. 

Defense ,Pepartrnent spok;esmen h 
no immediate comment o.n the pi 
posal, but the Air Foree ·Js ~n9wn 
have considered the Pf!SSibility of 
military space station over the yea 
Reagan Administration officials ha 
al:,o said they have developed guic 
Jines that will .allow the NASA spa 
station to be used for some milita1 
sponsored research while allaying t 
concerns of f9reign partners in t 



THE Nl}W YORK TIMBS, ERIDA Y, MAY 22, 1987 

~ Station ·for the Pent~gori 
California Democrat who has been 
proposing legislation to restrict mii
tary use of the NASA space station, 
said today that it would be "fine". if the 

evelopments In which tot
ments have balked at coop-
1.e spac.e st4lti.on pro)ect if it 
d for clearly !Jl,ilit,fi1y pur• 
r!d, thti • • suggestion was 
;conte"1 of a speech stress
ortance ot COJJtinued civJl
tary ~o{>(;lratiQn i.n space. 
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" Green, directo,r of public 
!'!ASA, said the su~_e,stiorl 

response" to the outcry 
I ~illtarization.of the ::,pace 
tead, she said, it w~s a 
that the Air Force ·space 
s been growing rapidly and 

that the proposed NA~A space station, !)efense Departm~nt wan~ed to puild 
to he launched ~tarting in ll}04 may n1>t its own space station, a~dmg t)'lat the 

• • • • • • ' . P,;mtagon ::,hould be allowed to conduct 
be ab_l~ to meet all the ne.eds ~nv1sloned basic research on such technical· prob-
by military planners: • · . lems as superconductivity 01;1 the 
. !hus far'. the_ ~entag'?i:1 has not Iden-. NASA space station if desired. 

(1f1ed any spec1f1c u~es 1t wo"ld inake • • 
of t~e space statio~'b1,1t has ~n s,~ud.y• Testing of Weal)Dn~ Opposed 
ing the possibilities, • \. . • But Mr. Mineta strongly oppos~d. any 
, However, anoth~r NA~A 1>fficial .salq testing of weapons on the NASA spaye 
that a separate militari spal'.!e· station stat19n. • • 
would inevitably help redu~ com- Mr. Myers sugge~ted that demands 
plaints that the NASA space station for use of the space station by clvilian, 
was in danger i;>f being ~lnated by milit. ary • and international customers 
the Defense Department "If they had might become sp great that the De
their own spa' station ey wouldn't fense_ 'Department "may very well 
mess Qurs tii;>," he official said. . want to begin thinking seriously about 

Representa e Norman Y. Mineta, a a ded,cated space station of its Qwn, 

··~-" ' .• ·1 

A21 

possibly iµ polar orbit." space station project. ~ 
"Now is the time for a serious, long- In a related matter, Mr. Myers said 

term look" at the department's future NASA was ready to "ea~ a fairly siz-
requirements in space, he said. able portion of crow" fo,: once insisting f 

HEr sµggested tl)at the need for a that the United States rely entirely on 
separate military space station would the space shuttle to launch sat~llites in
Increase as the Pentagon began to de- stead of supplementinij the shuttle with 
velop and test the "Star Wars" defense expendable rockets alii • 01e Pentagon ~ 
system against missiles and as both had advocated. -. 
the United States and the Soviet Union "Today," he ~{lid, "I admit that the 
expand~ the military uses of space. Air Force was right: and we w~re 

Defense Department spok;esmen hiid wrong, as demonstrated in such a 
no immediate comment 011 the pro- tragically convincing w~y by !hr Chal-
posal, but the Air For,oe: js ~l)~wn to lenger accident," , , , . . 
have considered the f)flssibility of a Mr. Myers said NASA wa~ lec;tQing to- 1, , 

military space station over the years. ward development of a heavy-lift .r-' 
Reagan Administration officials have rocket to deploy the spa~e sta,tlpn that ., 
ali;o said they have deve_loped guide- would be derived from .the current ,I 
lines that will ,allow the NASA space shuttle rockets instead of cl \fhplly new ,,. 
station to be used for some military- -rocket, but added that a ntiw rocket . ,

1 
sponsored research while allaying the might be appropriate for manqed mis- ,ii 
concerns of fqreign part.ners in the sions to the Moon or to ~a rs. ,. 1 

- ----'--'---'--"'=-=--"----~---~-- - ~ .............. ~........._~----~-~~~~~~~=~ ---------- ----------~~~ w 




