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DEPARTMENT OF THE .,AIR FORCE 

AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO 45433 

@po/~ 
-~ 

~ 
27 April 1981 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President 

/

It gives me great pleasure to accept your War Department Ident~fication 
Card on behalf of the U.S. Air Force and the USAF Museum. It will be 
added to the USAF Museum collection and permanently recorded as a 
donation in your name under Accession Number 1981-112 as cataloged on 
the attached Gift List. 

The identification card will be placed on display with your previous 
donation in our "WW II Celebrities in Uniform" exhibit when it is 
completed. 

Your memorabilia will undouotedly become a treasured addition to our 
"WW II Celeorit;ies in Uniforinn exh:i:.Bi.t and will be admired by millions 
of people from many nations in future years. 

/

flease allow me to extend my personal 
and patrona.ge. 

Res~~ctfully yours 

Colonel, USAF 
D;t:r;ector 

thanks to you for your generosity 

1 Atca: . 
Gift List 

"Heritage of Freedom" 



USAF MUSEUM GIFT ACCESSION 

Donor: The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washin~~, D.C. 20500 

Museum C.atalo~umbe~ 

Date Item Received : 8 AEr 81 

Accession Number: 1981 - 112 

Item Descri£tion 

1981-112 WAR DEPARTMENT I . D., Captain Ronald Reagan 

(" 
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Dear Mr. Frey: 

THE "\YH l TE Hol· s E 

" . .-\SHIXGTO ~ 

March 27, 1981 

Ws 

.uua-.,.:;1 CI 
~foci rt ·,.j 
;:7~tJo5tJ~ 

I'd heard there was some hitch in my overcoat 
and the photos ... reaching you. I hope that Ts~
all straightened out and you have them now. 

In moving to Washington, D.C., I found the 
enclosed identification card and thought it 
might serve in place of my lost dog tags. 

Best regards. 

,. 
~ 

Mr . Royal D. Frey 
Curator 
Air Force Museum 
Wright-Patterson AFB, 

RR/ls 

Sincerely, 

Ohio 45433 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 26, 1981 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the address you requested 

for the Air Force Museum. 

Mr. Royal D. Frey 
Curator 
Air Force Museum 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 

Sorry this took so long to get. 

Elaine 
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March 23, 1981 

Dear Mr. Fre : 

Many th nks for returning President Reagan's 
pictures and for making copies for his use. 
He is very grateful for your thoughtful-
nes and asked me to thank you very much. 

A ain, thank you. The President ppreciates 
your help and is very proud of his recent 
involvement in your Air Force Museum. 

Sincere! , 

Dodie Livingston 
Director 

Office of Special 
Presidential Messages 

Mr. Royal D. Frey 
Curator 
Air Force Museum 
Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433 

CC: The President Cw/photographs) 

DL:lrc 
cc: CF 

• 
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M roh 23, 1981 

Dar Mr. Frey: 

any nks tor returnin ·Pre !dent Ra an•s 
and for king copies for his use. ·~--.-.-~ .......... is very rateful for your thoughttul-

sked e to th nk you r much. 

A in, thank you. The President appreciates 
or help and i very proud or his recent 

involve ent in your Air Fore Museu. 

CC: 

y-

Sincerely, 

Dodie Livingston 
Director 

Orttce ot Special 
Pres1d ntial Messag s 

o 1 D. Frey 
tor 
Force Mu eu 
t-P tterson AFB, OH 5433 

The President (w/photographs) I 
DL:lrc 
cc: CF 
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DEPARTMEN_T OF THE ~IR FORCE 

AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO 4!5433 

/ 

~ 
~ 

• w 
1 0 MAR 1981 

Livingston 

Special Presidential Messages 
The White ~ ouse 
Washington ;\. D.C. 20500 

Dear ston 

When President Reagan recently sent his World War II AAF overcoat to 
us for display at the USAF Museum , he enclosed three WW II-era photos 
for exhibit consideration. He specifically asked me to return these 
photos to him when we no longer needed them. 

I am very reluctant to send them direct to him because of the 
possibility they might become lost in the routine mail that he 
undoubtedly receives every day. Therefore, I would be most grateful 
if you would personally hand them to him at some opportune moment, 
along with our expression of our deep appreciation for his consideration 
and support. We intend to use enlargements of all three in our 
"Captain Ronald Reagan" display . 

Enclosed with his three originals are some 8"xl0" enlargements should 
he have any future need for them. 

In closing, thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely 

1£ d)-~ 

~ -FREY / Atch 
a/s 

"Heritage of Freedom'~ 



FREY 

Dear Mr. F.: 

{. L tu I -~\~ (zJZ, 

Many thanks for returning President.a. Reagan's 

pictures and for making copies for his use. He 

is very grateful for your thoughtfulness and asked 

me to thank you very much. - • 

1 Cv_, ,u ~ I.MIil)/ ire~ 

w • • 

~ ~ 1f/lu /.;/W>tUM- . 
... 

~ 

Mr. Royal D. Frey 
Curator 
Air Force Museum 
Wright-Patterson Air 

Force Base, Ohio 34322 

cc: The President (w/photographs) 

DL: 
cc: CF 



P bruary 20, l 81 

(}0~3~ / 
DG ' / I .3/J 

&::LOOI 
FCo/~ 

PERSONAL 

0 D PO : 

s rcoat 

P sident•s fri nd arney Oldfi 1 ha b n working 
project to put RR•s o erco tin the Air Poree 

• has run into a lot of rd tape and h&s written 
to e vb ther the President wants him to continue the 

r jct or hav on work on it fro this d. 

I know 1 too buay to get involved in this so thought 
rbapa so eone on your staff could ~ollow through with 

Mr. Oldfield. I have ttached a copy of bis l tter and 
the r sponae I wrote for the President. 

Th k you for wh t ver you can do. If you want me to 
l p in any way (i.e., draft follow-up letter including 

h t you d cide), I uld be happy to~ 

OODIB LIVINGSTO?J 
Director~ Office of Special 

Pr sid nti 1 a ag s 

copy of incoming correspondence from Barney Oldfield dated Jan. 5, 
::~~ and ,ident's reply of Feb. 20. 

cc: E . Hickey/CF 
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February 20, 1981 

Dea~ Barneya 

Nancy and I are ont i n Caltrorn i a tor a l ong 
weekend, and I am trying to catch up on a few 
projeota while I'm here. Or !Bayb-e I should 
say fit in a feH projects b~tween these phone 
oalls they hav~ me making. 

I t1ae glad t.o r-ecelye the copy ot Max Wilk's 
and Angela Fo:r Dunn':, articles and ~njoyed 
r eading both o.f> them. Thank you, a l:,<>, for 
forwarding a oopy or The Air Foroe MtrSetta. 
I vill. send a note to Colonel Uppstrom. 

Your ooJ!Ullenta about my ov.ercoat t-1.ere interesting -
we should have known, shouldn't we- .. l'm. going 
t o f -orward your letter and a note or explanation 
to Verne Or~, our new Seeretary ot the Air Foree. 
and see what he suggest.B. I'm sure he will have 
s O!tuione on his 3ta rr contact yoa. 

Inaugural Week was something Nancy and I will 
never forget. It was heotie but a very ~emo
r-able and moving experience. Nov~ artt on with 
the bu~lness v& came heNt to do, and though we 
both misa Cal1torn1a~ we are very happy -- and 
busy. 

We both send our love and thank you again for 
all that you have done and are doing. 

• 
Sincerely, 

Colonel Barney Oldfield. USAP, Ret. 
Li tton Industries 
360 North Crescent Drive 
Beverly Hills;~al1fo~n1a 90210 -cc: The Honorable Verne Orr 

(w./memorandum and other enclosures) 

RR:Livingston:lrc 
cc: H. von Damm/E.Hickey(FYI)/D.Livingston/CF 

:[]) {)[/ t Ji 1 ~ .. 
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February 20, 1981 

Dear Colonel Uppstrom, 

Just a note to thank you for sending me 
a oopy of Ths Air Force Museum through 
my good triand Barney Oldfield. •I am 
dellght~d to have this handsome book and 
will enjoy reading it very much. 

With waM'!l perBonal rega~d and, again, my 
thank3, 

Sineerely, 

Colonel Richard L. Uppstrom, USAF 
Director 
U.S. Air Force Museum 
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 45433 

cc: The Honorable Verne Orr 
· (w/memorandum and other enclosures) 

• RR:Livingston:lrc 
cc: H. von Damm/E.Hickey/D.Livingston/CF 
cc: The President (w/gift book) 

' ... .. 

-, 
17J tJOt 3'J/f ~ 
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' 

?,~brll~ ry '.'lO , 1981 

DP.EH' Color11:'.'1. Hppstr<::~ 1 

Ju,t a note to t~~nk yo~ for uendlng me 
a copy of' Th~ 1l i r F'orci; ~-~USP.U:l'l thr-ou~h 
~Y good fri~nd Ba~ney Oldfield . ·r a~ 
delighted to ~ave thiA ~ond9omP ~o~k ~nd 
v!ll ~njoy reading it vAry muoh . 

With warm pP.rson~l l"'ea;arr.J an<1 , ?l'~:-::..in, my 
th':!n!< s , 

Sinc~r-ely , 

f\] ?/. , ~ '.1] r;. .. )/'· 

Colonel Ri~hard L. Uppstro~ , USAF 
Director 
U. S. Air Fore~ Hua~u0 
Wright-Patters0~ AFR, Ohio ~5413 

cc: The Honorable Verne Orr 
Cw/memorandum and other enclosures) 

RR:Livingston:lrc 
cc: H. von D=Hickey/D.Livingston/CF 
cc: ThC_Presid (w/gift book) 
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LITTON INDUSTRIES 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills,California 90210 213 273-786~ 

'f-.. 
Col . Barney Oldfield , USAF(Ret) 

Corporate Director, Special Mtss,ons and Pro1ects 

~i 00d3J I 
J.f cJ O [) 
u:Z:oo/ 

January 28,, 1981 ;::J;-1 old-LJ 1 r/2 ocs=-02_ 
Dear Helene von Damm: ,?«ol&l 

--4-£ 
In his haste to pack up and flee California, 

the President may have stashed this somewhere e 
of the least of things -- namely, his WW II Armv _
over coat] wh i ch he s tated he would ike to qi 

e •Air Force Museum for its Celebrity Wing. When 
the prof f er papers were sen t t o me, I qu i c kly put 
them in the mail to the Office of the President
elect in Washington, and it may well have gotten 
lost in the shift to your present residence(hence, 
copy attached). 

The Air Force Museum naturally is shy about 
wanting from its level to be corresponding directly 
with the Commander-in-Chief, so if the papers herewith 
could be completed, and the coat sent directly to 
Royal~ Frey, Curator, The~United States Air Force 
Museum, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433 ..... . 

Sorry to trouble you with this, but it started 
sometime ago -- and it will undoubtedly be a charming 
and much viewed item in the Museum! 

With thanks and 

Ms. Helene von Damm, 
Office of the President, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20006 

r-J 

~~~~L~r/ 
-114i./ ( ~ ~ ALAd;, _i-/.du) 
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LITTON INDUSTRIES 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills.California 90210 213 273-7860 

Col Barney Oldfield , USAF (Ret) 

Corporate Director , Special M,ss,ons and Proiects 

January 27, 1981 

Dear President Ron: 

Our friend, Angela Fox Dunn, has done 
this piece for the Los Angeles Times Syndicate. 

It has gone to more than 300 newspapers in 
the U. s., and is being fed widely to overseas 
points. 

I have sent a copy to Ron Cochran, who 
now lives in Boca Raton, Florida. In one newspaper, 
the Dallas Times-Herald, your barber is in the 
lead and Angela is getting him a copy of that for 
his shop's wall. Leave to the old-fashioned a 
sketch for the Brown Derby! 

Best wishes alwa 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20006 

to Nancy and yourself, 



.. 
. ~ 

~ 

THE REAL REAGAN 

Article~ooo words 

Dear Editor: 

llos Angeles Grimes 

SYNDICATE January 16, 1981 

World rights (except Dallas) 

Immediate release 

What is the unguarded, personal Ronald Reagan really 
like? How is he at answering correspondence? Is he a 
regular guy in the barber shop? Is he a considerate neighbor? 

For the answers, writer Angela Fox Dunn went directly 
to the sources, and this article is the result. 

And his barber gives the final word on whether Reagan 
dyes his hair. · 

REAL REAGAN is available via UPI DataNews or AP Data
Feature, and will carry priority code "r," category code "c," 
and will be slugged "reagan." 

To arrange for transmission or for further information, 
here's where to call: 

From the U.S. -- Doris Richetti toll free at (800) 
421-8603, Ext. 7973, (from California (800) 252-0664); 
from Europe, South America and Australia -- Doris Riche tti 
at (213) 972-7973; or telex 194308; in Canada -- David Saurer 
at (416) 868-2185 or 868-2191; in the Far East -- Ray Falk in 
Tokyo at 545-3977 or telex J 252-5077 AMCAST. 

Cordially, 

{;J;;JkJ 
J. Willard Colston 
President 

TIMES MIRROR SQUARE · LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA · 90053 · C213l 972-5000 
TOLL FREE CBOOJ 421-8603 · CALIFORNIA TOLL FREE C800J 252-0664 · TELEX 194308 
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THE REAL REAGAN 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

World rights (except Dallas) 

Bow intimates (a barber, a neighbor) 

view the unguarded Ronald Reagan 

What is Ronald Reagan, the personal man, like? Is he good at answering 
letters, a regular guy in the barber shop? A considerate neighbor? 
Writer Angela Fox Dunn went to the sources for the answers. 

by Angela Fox Dunn 

"If there was a street in town named Normal Boulevard, he'd live 
on it. He came with a native charm that did everything for him when 
he was starting out. Why should he change now when he's at the absolute 
pinnacle? That, I would say, would really take some aciing! 

That's how Col. Barney Oldfield (not the racing car driver) describes 
Ronald Reagan's style. Now a corporate director at Litton Industries 
in Beverly Hills, Oldfield had been actor Reagan's personal publicity 
man at Warner Brothers in the mid-1940s, and he has never lost touch. 
Four decades later he was still writing one-liners for Ronald Reagan. 
"For a period of seven months last year I wrote four gags a day, and 
mailed them to the various addresses, and I would get little notes 
from him saying, 'This one went well in Peoria,' or wherever, and 
'Keep them coming!' He always acknowledged. But he always does answer 
letters. If a man is this neat about something called correspondence, 
it probably says something about the attention he pays to everything 
that goes on." 

One sample from Oldfield's pen for Reagan's use during the campaign: 
"President Carter reminds me of the Venus de Milo. Like her, think 
how much more attractive he'd be if we were better armed." 

Barney Oldfield has seen a private side of Ronald Reagan. He tells 
a recent story involving a mutual friend, Ron Cochran, former ABC 
news anchor man. Cochran wanted to write about the days when he and 
Reagan were both in radio, but he couldn't recall some of the facts 
that attended that time in the early 1930s. Barney let Reagan know 
about it, and four days later Cochran received a phone call in his 
New York City apartment. 

Cochran reported to Oldfield, "I was helping my wife wash the dishes, 
and the telephone rings, and it's Ronald Reagan. He remembered names 
and told me incidents I had long forgotten. I was so flabbergasted 
that I finally said that I hadn't taken a single note. Then Reagan 
told me he thought I wouldn't so he had the whole thing recorded, 
and he would send me a transcript." 

Within three days Cochran had a nine-page record of the conversation. 
"Some people in high positions," Oldfield says, "tend to divest themselves 
of those who really quote can't help anymore unquote. Not Ronald Reagan. 
As long as there is a relationship there he will never let it die." ... ** ** 

A crowd is beginning to gather before noon on tree-lined Linden 
Drive in Beverly Hills around the entrance to Drucker's fashionable 
hairdressing salon. Ronald Reagan is expected within the hour. He 
will have a trim, no shampoo, a manicure, no polish, just buffing, 
and a shoe shine. Total cost: $16.50. Time involved: about 25 minutes. 

He will arrive quietly, as he has done every 10 days for many years, 
but this time there will be a six-car entourage. The Secret Service 
wil l remain outside the shop at Reagan's request. The President will 



.. REAL REAGAN PAGE 02 

greet everyone, calling them by name, and take a seat in one of Drucker's 
seven chairs. The owner and proprietor, Romanian-born Harry Drucker, 

• whose voice alternately whispers and booms, whose relationship with 
Ronald Reagan goes back 44 years, will himself supervise barber Sam 
Stillo's work. 

"We all cut alike," says Drucker. "I created the so-called invisible 
haircut, and this is what he gets. Always looks the same. A haircut 
where you shouldn't have to bother too much. Very traditional, very 
conservative. When he calls up and I'm busy, he takes anybody -- Sam, 
Harry, Jack. The President-elect was my customer from the first day 
I arrived here in California in 1937, and he's loyal to me since then." 

Any change ~n Ronald Reagan that Harry has observed? "He's warmer 
than before, and he's always been wonderful warm. But I'll tell you, 
when he talks to you, you can feel it -- if he likes you, or if he 
doesn't care much about you. He has that effect on you. When he talks 
to me I feel like hugging him. I'm not denying he's done me a lot 
of good. A lot of people go over to talk to him, and he recognizes 
who's who, believe me. He's congenial, a gentleman, but he knows, 
he knows." 

The question -- does Ronald Reagan dye his hair? -- is a big bore 
to Harry. So much so that when a local newspaper reporter pushed him, 
Drucker put him on. "I said, yes, he uses a bit of tonic. So when 
the President-elect came in, he said, 'That was a nice story you gave 
to the paper, very complimentary, but, Harry, you know I don't use 
any tonic!' And I turned around and said, 'President, don't you want 
me to sell tonics?' He laughed like a son-of-a-gun! 

"I'll tell you that man does not dye his hair, positively not. 
He's got very healthy hair. And he'll never get bald. But I'm afraid 
he's likely to get gray when he gets to Washington!" 

Will Harry be sent for then? "His main objective is to cut expenses. 
If he wants it, I'll pay my own fare and go to Washington, and give 
him a haircut. But he will come here. He will be here quite often. 
I'm sure." 

** ** ** 
High in the Santa Ynez Mountains, 30 miles north of Santa Barbara, 

is the famous Reagan ranch in the sky, Rancho del Cielo, which he 
has repeatedly called "my personal Shangri-La," 688 acres of oak trees 
and manzanita bushes, wildflowers, riding trails,• a few head of cattle, 
some horses, and three dogs. The golden retriever is named Victory, 
and there's a 100-foot pond Reagan calls Lake Lucky. One observer 
says there's another message in the 100-year-old adobe house with 
only five rooms -- "It's like hanging out a 'No Vacancy' sign." It 
is true that some of Reagan's closest friends have never been to the 
ranch. 

The land is fallow, but there's plenty of work to do. The only 
heat in the house comes from its two fireplaces, and Reagan cuts his 
own wood, mends his own fences. He restored the old ' house and built 
his own pond. No doubt as a child, when his parents never owned their 
own home, Ronald Reagan yearned for a place that was his. "I can remember 
as a boy dreaming of $50,000 -- it was the largest amount I could 
think of -- and what it could do for our family. It was just a fantasy." 

But in 1974 he was able to pay over half a million for the mountaintop 
dream, this place in the high country that rejuvenates him, where 
he physical l y controls the environment. It is more than a retreat; 
it is a sentimental journey home. On a hillside on his land are the 
tenderly marked graves of two German shepherds, Rhino and Fuzzy. One 
was son Ron's dog, killed by a car in Los Angeles, the other, one 
of Reagan's pets, sadly put to sleep out of kindness. 

The exclusive Riviera section of the Pacific Palisades, where the 
Reagans have less land, but a larger home, and a swimming pool instead 
of a pond, i s a celebrity-studded area of older, stately residences 
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: with spacious grounds and massive, mature trees. Virtually smog-free, 
, the Reagans enjoy a view of the Santa Monica Harbor, the peninsula 
1 down to Palos Verdes, and on a clear day, Catalina Island. So do most 

of the neighbors, including Lawrence Welk, Vin Scully, Bill Cosby, 
the Fifth Dimension and, until he sold his home, Sylvester Stallone. 

The Reagans are selling the five-bedroom, 4,764-square-foot contemporary 
ranch style home in a wooded hillside which they built in 1956. It 
has just been listed by Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate Services 
at $1.9 million. Ronald Reagan recently announced that the ranch will 
be the new Western White House. The money from the sale of the Palisades 
home will most likely be used to build additions at Rancho del Cielo. 

The man who shares a back fence with the Reagans in the Pacific 
Palisades is Doug Cambern, vice president, Pacific Telephone in Los 
Angeles, who, with his wife Zoe and family, moved in about seven years 
ago. "We're not a neighborhood that's prone to street dances," Cambern 
says. "We all respect each other's privacy. But if you give a large 
party here, the cars will very quickly edge around the corner. Very 
seldom, if ever, have there been large groups of people at the Reagan 
house. My impression is they're very quiet people." 

The Camberns and the Reagans also share the same minister, along 
with 3,000 other members of Rev. Donn Moomaw's Bel Air Presbyterian 
Church. Carol Lawrence sings in the choir. "We have the most professional 
choir to be heard in Los Angeles," says Cambern. "The thing I've noticed 
about Ronald Reagan in church is that he's such a friendly guy. If 
somebody indicates they want to talk to him, he wants to stop and 
talk, sometimes to the dismay of those who are attempting to keep 
an orderly protection. I think he feels that the members of the church 
are members of his family." 

** ** ** 
Others have a different perspective. Joe Cerrell, head of Joe Cerrell 

Associates, a Los Angeles-based public affairs and campaign management 
firm -- John F. Kennedy, Lyndon Johnson, Hubert Humphrey, Pat Brown 
and Gov. Jerry Brown have been clients -- remembers noting Ronald 
Reagan's behavior at the official roll-out ceremony for the first 
DC-10. "He was governor then, and we were all waiting for the arrival 
of Vice President Spiro Agnew. If Pat Brown had been governor, he 
would have been out of the car working the crowds along the fence. 
But Ronnie just sat in the limousine. I didn't fault him, I think 
that was part of the mystique. 

"Maybe you can be too accessible, like people too much. I'm not 
sure that Reagan isn't like Adlai Stevenson was (incidentally, same 
astrological sign). Stevenson liked giving speeches, but he really 
didn't like one-on-one situations. But I'm not so sure that we want 
our President to be a gladhander as opposed to a serious man." Cerrell 
says he understands that Ronald and Nancy Reagan "are not big social 
hot dogs." But he adds, "There are all sorts of indications that there 
will be a great increase in Washington social life. That's because 
the Carters didn't have much at all." 

(c) 1981, Angela Fox Dunn, Distributed by the Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate 

·"'· ' t, . -' ' 
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[8 LITTON INDUSTRIES 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hitls ,California 90210 213 273 -7860 

Col Barney Old field, USAF (Ret) 
Corporate Direc tor , Special Missions and Projects 

January 5, 1981 

Dear Ron: 

It would have been easier if we had given your 
WW II overcoat to Goodwill Industries. 

There are FORMS, which figure. 

There are permissions necessary for the Museum 
to look over your official 201 file to g~t all the data they 
use for explanatory caption's correctness. 

With this background on the Museum timidity about 
foregoing "channels", you may wish to have someone in your 
office take over and handle it overhead. If you wish me 
to stay in the action, and monitor it for you, I'll be very 
glad to do so. 

The book, as you note on the flyleaf, is yours, 
~ a gift of the Air Force Museum 

Out here in 
official act will be to 

Hollywood, they 
pardon C,a~ter! 

say your :: first 

t wishes always, 

' 

President-elect Ronald Reagan, 
Washington, DC 20270 

... . ,:• 

-, 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

AIR FORCE MUSEUM 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. OHIO 454 3 3 

24 OE C t{18ll 
Colonel Barney Oldf i eld, USAF (Ret} 
Litton Industries 
360 N. Crescent Drive 
Beverly Hills·, CA 9.0210 

Dear Barney 

Your letter of 16 Dec 80 with the copy of President Reagan's letter 
of 11 Dec 80 to you certainly made our day, I do not know how we 
will ever oe afile to express to you our full measure of appreciation. 

As much as we dislike having to take advantage of your good nature, 
we must ask you to assist us once more. Even though AF Reg 210-4 
on the USAF Museum Program authorizes us to go direct (rather than 
through channels) on operational matters, were we to write to our 
President direct, the Air Staff in the Pentagon would probably have 
apoplexy. So we must ask you to continue as middleman far a little 
while longer. 

AF Reg 11-26 requires that any item donated to the USAF Museum be 
legally proffered and it prescrioes the proper form to be used. , 
Enclosed for President Reagan's signature is a Proffer of Gift fo~ 
for the WW II overcoat; it should be returned with the coat at the 
time it is shipped. Would you please forward it to him with a proper 
~xplanation. 

/ 

One other point -- the historic value of the coat may be used for 
IRS'purposes. AF Reg 11-26 prohibits us from even suggesting an 
appraisal value for a donated item -- such must be obtained from another 
source or estimated oy the doJor. Once the coat has been received 
and accessioned into our collection, Colonel U strom ou r, 

cia etter of acceptance to President Reagan; this 
etter will serve as proof of donation for the IRS. 

Regarding the snapshots which President Reagan mentioned, we would 
like to borrow them for copying purposes in order to make enlargements 
for the Captain Ronald Reagan display. Possibly you could arrange 
to borrow them for forwarding to us. We would return them to you 
just as soon a.s they had been copied, probably within a week, ,, 
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Now, to the last point -- I need to r eview President Reagan ' s 
201 file at the Federal Records C 
Firstly, I need to stud his serv e re g 
the display text. Secondly, I need to revi ew the fil e to locate and 
~ithdraw for display purposes original documents (such as Oath of 
~ffice and Certificate of Service) that contai n hi s signature, thereby 
making them highly personalized which , in t urn , will make them much 
more interesting to the average visitor to the USAF Museum. 

I followed this same procedure for Glenn Miller, Clark Gable, and Gene 
R~ymond. However, before I could withdraw their relevant documents, 
I had to obtain written permission from the person , his next-of- kin, 
or his estate (see attached). With reference to President Reagan, 
I must have his personal authorization or I will never be able to 
get through the door at the Records Cent.er. 

Barney, this would all have been so easy to accomplish back in 1975 
when I worked up the "Celebrities in Uniform" exhibit. I imagine I 
could have then had a few moments of President Reagan's time when I 
was out there to see Mrs. Gable, Jacki e Coogan, Gene Raymond, and 
Jimmy Stewart. Truthfully, I consider this mental lapse as the 
"greatest goof" in my 21 years at the USAF Museum. Now, we need you 
to rescue us. 

Also enclosed is a book on the USAF Museum for President Reagan in 
case he would like some idea of our institution. Please explain to 
him that it was built with donated funds, presented to the U.S . Air 
Force as a gift, and personally accep t ed by President Nixon when he 
visited with us on 3 Sep 71. Just between you and me, the USAF Museum 
would be a perfect public forum from which President Reagan could 
deliver a major policy speech on the necessity for increasing our 
nation's defense posture, particularly with the XB-70 parked outside. 
Had ~t not been for President Kennedy's decision to cancel the B-70 
bomber program in Mar 61, the plane would probably be SAC's major 
nuclear bomber today, instead ~f the ancient B-52. 

Sincerely 

-=----
//4,~ 
.oflilD. FREY 
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1. Proffer of Gift 
2. Authorization 
3. Statement - Mrs. Clark Gable 
4. Statement - Col. Gene Raymond 
5. Statement - Glenn Miller Estate 
6. Photo - USAF Museum 
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The Reagan Library is providing an estimated transcript for this nearly illegible letter from 
President-elect Reagan to Col. Barney Oldfield.(ret.). For material where we could not translate 
from the text we have put question marks. 
Dear Barney: 

Just a line to tell you I found a few snapshots of me in uniform. The blouses - summer and 
winter and the caps have long disappeared, but I still have my overcoat so I've kept the letter you 
sent from Royal Frey, and I will get this off to him as quickly as I can. 

My commission was neither C?TC or ROTC. Back in those days - the 30s - that is - the Military 
Manpower Act, I think it was, provided that you could enlist as a cadet for a commission and 
then do correspondence work plus a weekly class and a weekly meeting, in my class with the 
cavalry at Fort Des Moines, and then take examinations both in the field and written and oral, 
and be commissioned if you passed. That is what I did while was a sports announcer in Ft. (?) 
Des Moines* 

Thank you for your tip about the press secretary and best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 

* Reagan was a sports announcer at WHO-AM, Des Moines, IA. 



The forms to be signed and sent 
with the overcoat to the Museum 
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PROFFER OF GIFT 

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS: 

That r; Ronald Reaga~ , the owner of the property 
.(name) 

lisced below, do 1: her.eby voluncarily give, tr'ansf·er, , convey an4 assign 
1 ; ~ ,:i,:, :,, ' ' ' .. ~ , .. . ''!r 

said prqperty, · free and clear ~of all encunibrafu:~s ,, to the Secretary· ot, 

· the Air Force, acting on behalf of the Utrited ;..States of America~ to have 

and to hold the same .forever, hereby relinquishing for myself, my 
:... """ 

administrators, heirs and assigns all ownership, rights', tit.le, interest 

and . pcsse,ssion t~~t_ei~ t<?. the dortee ~bsolut..;.Iy,: "·' 
..:' . _, - ' ,1: ·, #if,; , , . , •• • . ♦ 

>'~,/~'./' n1 s. Amy Aif Po.rce overcoat of WW II era.~ 
,.,...t' ; 

'{:"fl 

,,, ",;' '.'!:: 

-The herein described gift and transfer of said property ~o~f not 

,.,_... 1 ' • , •• .:~ .. # ' ' • 

entail the gra~ti~g by the d~nee of .sP,_eci~-1 .. corice!!sions or pr~v~leges: · 
•· . , . ;y 

to ~e or my executors, administrators, heirs an,d assigns. 
) 

The herein described gift and transfer of said property is made for 

the benefit of or use ·in connection with the establishment, operation, 

or maintenance of the USAF Museum or ocher institution o~ organization 

under the jurisdiction of the . Department of the Air Force, in conformance 

with 10 U.S.C. 2601 

WITNESS: 

(Signature) 

(Signature) K~~(Seal) 

(Dated) 

.~ I 



.... 

~-··~ 
11•,. 
~ ~ -
~~ 
i?." ·-~--
'"• , .. ., .. 
:..r,· 
~£~, • 

~it-: 
~ . ...,, .. :~· 

..... ..-, p, 

r"'~~-~1 

~t: 
~ r:; 
-.,."<' ~ 
..,_.t,.-... 

F 

:;:~1 , 
(.!;.·· 
~\f:~ .. 

"J-i.:' ... 

:':"-

,, 
{!o?'(. 

Authorization 

This is to authorize the U.S. Air Force Museum to have access 
to my official military jacket file, to review it for ·original 
documentation suitable for public display, and to have such . 
documentat:"ion transferred to the USAF Museum for public display. 
This authorization is given with the understanding that anY, original 
documents removed will be replaced by legible machine copies. 

~ -· ' 

(<~~ 
RONALD REAGAN 

WW II Serial No • 

~ ..... 
. :~~· .. .:·~·-

,• : 

::_~fi.:.,~J~, 
-

(Date) 

~ 
2/11/r; 
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Statement 

As the widow of Major Clark Gable, 0-565390, I concur with the 
Air Poree Musowa that the following documents signcu by my husband 
should be on penunent display at tho museum. These documents, located 
at tho National Personnel Ro~rili. Center, are : 

1. Oath and Cert. of Enlistment, Aua. 12, 1942 

2. Oath of Office, 2d Lt., AUS, Oct. 28, 1942 

J. Lett•r of Resignation, Sep. 15, 1947 
~ 

?~~-::e+,i;~C 
Signature 

~. 
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Statement 

I concur with the Air Force Mus eum t hat two orig inal documents in my 
files at the Nationa l Pers onnel Recor d s Cen ter , St. Loui s , Mo., should. 
be included in my display at the museum. These two documents are the 
oath I signed in Los Angeles on 2 March 1942 when I accepted my 
commission as a first lieutenant, and a memo dated 13 February 1942, 
signed by Lt. Col. Laris Norstad, as to my qualifications for a commission. 

/ 
L t\\Jll\ ~ 

Gene Raymon4, Cg_l !J._ .USAFR 

Date 
2 _ s 1---\ 0 c( ( 0 7S __ _ 
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Statement 

As Executor of tl1e Glenn Miller Estate, l agree with the Air Force 
Museum that two original documents on file at the National Personnel 
Records Center, St. Louis, Mo., should be on permanent display at the 
Air Force Museum. These two documents are a letter dated Aug. 12, 1942 
from Glenn Miller to Bri g . Gen. C. D. Young and the oath signed by Glenn 
Miller on Dec . 2, 1942 at the time he accepted his commission in the AUS. 
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~ [E LITTON INDUSTRIES 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills,California 90210 213 273-7860 

~I Barney Oldfield , USAF(Ret) & _f • Cocpo,a,e Di,ec,o,, Spec,a, Miss.oos '"' ern,ec>s 

January 26, 1981 

Dear President Ron: 

All you need is one more picture, but ..• 

Sometime when there is an occasion, this 
one might just make a · point about the wisdom of 
decisions. And how bad they can look over time. 

This was taken in February, 1955, at the 
home of Bob and Irene Andrews, just after Capt. 
Samuel W. Magill, of Ashtabula, Ohio had been on 
This Is Your Life. Bob Andrews and I were pushing 
every stop we knew attempting to get some film 
outfit to do Andrews' script, Tiger By The Tail, 
for which Chuck Tanner had the option -- and a 
fellow named Ronald Reagan was in the package to 
play the Magill role. The ,prevailing wisdom 
around Hollywood which said NO was that Ronald 
Reagan "was through" in motion pictures. 

That was 26 years ago! 
"through" , you sure fooled 'em. 
about you just last week •.• 

For a guy who was 
I heard something 

(PS: In the photo, left to rigHt, standing: 
Ronald Reagan, un-employed; Sid Lund, Universal International; 
Ch~les Rhodes, staff photographer, Motion Picture Magazine, 
Robert Hardy Andrews, writer and host, and Chuck Tanner, 
the option holder. On the right in front Sam Magill, and 
I forget the other guy) 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20006 
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[E LITTON INDUSTRIES 360 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills,California 90210 213 273-7860 

~~ 
Col Barney Oldfield , USAF (Ret) 
Corporate Director, Special Missions and Pro1ects 

January 21, 1981 

Dear President Ron: 

That was some day you had yesterday! You picked 
all of America up off the floor, that's for sure. 

Max Wilk's story did run in Variety's 75th 
Anniversary number as forecast. If you can lay hands 
on that old film, what a gl(eatrapport-setter it could 
be for a night when you are hosting the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff -- considering how many places Gen. Hap 
Arnold lugged it around in the WW II time. 

And there is a newly compiled film called 
"Hollywood and the Air Force~ available from either 
the Air Force Association(202/637-3362) or the Air 
Force itself, via Lt. Col. Rick Fuller(202/659-9651) .. 

If what you do for an encore equals your opening 
act, you'll be harder to get off than Al Jolson was 
when he was hot! And may that be the case. 

Be 

PS: Max Wilk's address: 29 Surf Road, Westport, 
Conn. 06880 

President Ronald Reagan, 
The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW, 
Washington, DC 20006 
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Early Deadline 
Because of the early dead

ne for this 75th Annive� 
:dition, certain departments 
ave been omitted or con
ensed. 
All regular features .and de

artments will return in the 
ext issue, Jan. 21. 

> Celebs Have
Right Of �vacy?

Memoirs Tell All 

RINGLINGB 
BARNUM& 

CIRCUS 
ICE FOLLIE 

Po�ible Writers, Directors Strikes 
Cast A Black Cloud Over 1981 

The Insult Subtle 
UJQdoo. 

One well-used llflllreeoftrade 
news leaks was bruised re
cently when approa<:hed a,y· a
distrib .th!• 

an t a a publicity1 campaignsol'mtelmgyouthis
in confidence.*' 

By 'nlOMAS M. PRYOR 
Hollywood. 

. It is customary to face a� rear
with a certain degree of optimiSm, 
to say the leasL However, it is al
most impossible to view 1981 with 
anything more concrete than faint • 
hope that it wm't be worse for 
Hollywood than the just concluded 
first installment of the '80:s. :1t------------i The Holl)'-wood community still is

·. It w� �8- 1--.
, feeling hangover effects from _the 

a., MIJICI screen actors strike, particularly in 

Duty A F R h
the area of television production. 

s. AND . t l oac . 
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ve th immediate dramatic im- talents who in peacetime would one 
o ;alting production . as hap- have cost a studio payroll five-fig- ture 

pe ~ith the actors' strike. How- ures per week - rushed out im- - if 
e,·er . the tv script reserve would be promptu gag scenes , and then It i 
expended more rapidly than that of turned them over to equal}y skilled very 
the motion picture. On the other G.l. directors, crews and actors for dust 
hand. a prolonged writers work filming . most 
stoppage would m ake its effects felt -The techniciaQs worked through perio 
on the production line several the night. The following day, on var- will , 
months after settlement. · io~ sound stages, cameras rolled. lous 

Should the directors elect to stop P vt. George Montgomery bid his .peri 
working, then production will grind fiancee a tearful farewell as he de
to a halt just as dramatically as it parted for .overseas.- One last cig
did when the actors walked. The ex- aret? He pulled out his lighter, 
pectation is that whatever the flicked it , flicked it - and finally ex
writers get over what the actors got. ploded in a frustrated curse. 
the-directors in turn will seek to bet- In the cockpit of a two-seat train
ter in money terms as well as work er, with a process screen behind it, 
condition particular to their func- Cpl. Ban:y Nelson gave .flying in-
tion. structions to a rookie. High above omy 

Management. of course, expects the earth they soared - until be- tend 
to maintain the same solidarity that hind them, in front of that process to st 
prevailed over the course of the ac- shot of fluffy clouds, t~o G .I , tech- and 
tors strike. Thus, from- the per- nicians, carrying a ladder. tip-toed stim 
specti e of the moment, jt woul acr~! . pictt 
.. ppearthat 1981 is'g()ingto be pretty -· _ Iwagan M~kes A POJ.nt will 
much a 1.t:1-~i.w 1980, .only the ten- _ T-Jlere w.~r.e ,hil!f a qwen other mm 

. 13bout the sums ,.,,._,..,."' agonizing•eouid qe _such snots, _and then Capt. Ronald lent 
not !(_)tally do .,Hardly 'a~biJlition or· R~ -~ a rop-:hFas& C.O. ap- sud 

. imstana!e which Wtltflnts • red, briefing combat crews on tute 
ye~ forecaaf•.fol':ln.,.._year for IJlission_ "Our target lor w'II 
titinsa Doi omght, gentlemen, is this e sel 
amt · growled, and pointed to a nearby gie 

> Tho s, L J wall map. On cue, the map flipped pr 
lory th' is- Fort Roach upwards ; there on the ·wall be- liti 

, · . ... • neath was revealed the full-length 
life · (Continued from page 8) picture o{ a lush pin-up girl! . 

, glr, dio manager, Arnold established Th~ "bl~per" reel wa~ put _t~ge-
L Kra_ er contact- with Warner .. Eventually therm MaJ. ~arren Lows editmg
>, ~em t Warner put on a uniform, assumed ~ooms that rught, and then a cou~
ut if he co . • rank of Lieutenant Colonel and ler flew it to tne Pentagon where, it 
he'd avoid went kl work to pro ide Arnold.with was reported, it met with great 

what was to become FMP . amusement from Gen. Arnold and 
ease The plant the Air Force acquired his taff. Mission a~m~lished ... 
llts will te- was Hal Roach' Culver City com- bell, he was fighting a glo-
'J>eOPle a a edy-factoey allditw staffed . ar full-time. <?ertainl..v he wa 

00 ques- I.he a a.i1able- Holl :wood tech- enuUft.lto a few mmu ofrelaxa-
Be. moans: Oh!ic-1e('IJ'tive_ 



y Cd. 
lhe C.O. at Fon RoaclL to if • orn:mtled !mm page 1 
would be possible to see whatever conclUSlon I had made after a sethem as 

"ting their reel of outtakes had been a massed ries of lectures at the nation's two 
at his studio. He thought it would be leading business schools, Harvard IOrating on 1 . 

:rets Shel- peasant to show 1t down at the Pen- and Wharton, where I was aston-
tagon to amuse his hard-working ished to note so many knowledge-1call, Britt colleagues. When ,might he have able young women taking gradu-

>rldent havde that reel in Washington? · ate courses to become entrepren-r o rea · · . 
There was no such reel , but eurs in finance , real estate, the arts 

Crump ·knew better than to turn and motion pictures. 
down a four-star general. He pro- During all of "60s and ''i'Os, 

. mised the reel forthwith. while speaking at many other col-
The following mornmg at 7 '. 30, all leges , the most frequent query from 

ge 8) other work was suspended at the students had to do with the future of 
ating a for- Writers Building (known as the the film bdsiness. Again and again, 
t0uld take home base of the Flying Type rs) . I predicted the time would come in 
:he writers All troops went to work on a top- the not-too-distant future when a . -·. .. ... -
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Febnnary 13 , 1981 ..,;;.;> 0 o L/ 

Dear Anne : 

Mrs . Reagan thought you ight enjoy 
the enclosed f vor fr the President' 
birthday celebration. 

.,. 

Sine rely , 

Elaine o. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
Th First Lady 

Miss Anne Allman 
3614 Effie Stre t 
Los Angeles, Ca1ifornia 90026 

( 

f 



February 13, 1981 

Dear Barney and Aggi: 

Mrs. Reagan thought you might enJoy 
the enclosed favor from the Pr sid nt' 
birthday celebration. 

Sincerely, 

£lain o. Cri 
Staff s istant to 
The Fir t L y 

Mr. and Mrs. Barney Barnett 
1109 Faysmith venue 
Torrance, California 90503 
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February 13, 1981 

Dear Lee: 

Mrs. Reagan thought you might enjoy 
the enclos d favor from the President's 
birthday c lebration. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine o. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The First Lady 

Mr. Lee Clearwat r 
2065 Mission Ridge Road 
Santa Barbara, C lifornia 93103 



February 13, 1981 

Dear Anne: 

Mr. Reagan thought you might enjoy 
the enclosed favor from the President's 
birthday celebration. 

Miss Anne Davi 

Sine rely, 

Elaine D. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The First Lady 

1238 eadovbank Road 
Villanova, Penn ylvania 19085 
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February 13, 1981 

Dear Geoffrey : 

Mrs. Regan thought you ght enjoy 
t e enclosed favor from the Pr sident's 
birthday celebration. 

Sincer ly, 

laine o. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The Pirat Lady 

Mr. G offrey Davis 
1238 adowbank ..Rod 
Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085 



February 13, 1981 

Dear or. and Mr. Davi: 

Mrs. Reag n thought you might enjoy 
the enclosed favor from th Presi ent's 
birthday c lebration. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine D. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The First Lady 

Dr. and Mrs. Loyal Davis 
24 Biltmore Estatws 
Phoenix, Arizona 85106 
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ebruary 13, 1981 

Dear Mrs. Hickey: 

Mrs. R a9an thought you might enjoy 
the nolosed favor from the President's 
birthday celebration. 

Mrs. Edward Hickey 
Room 102 Eat ing 

Sincerely, 

Elaine o. Crispen 
Staff As istant to 
Tb First Lady 

The White Bouse 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

\ 



February 13, 1981 

Dear Mr. and Mr. LeRoy: 

Mrs. Reagan thought you might enjoy 
the enclosed favor fra the President's 
birthday celebr tion. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine D. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The First Lady 

Mr. nd Mrs. M rvyn LeRoy 
615 • c den Drive 
Beverly Hills, California 90210 



February 13, 1981 

Dear Bonnie: 

Mrs. Reagan thought you might enjoy 
the enclosed favor from the President's 
birt:hclay eel bration. 

Mrs. Lyn . ofai9er 
3358 oore 

Sine rely, 

Elaine D. Crispen 
Staff Assistant to 
The First Lady 

Loa Ang lea, California 90066 

« r ll 






