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Middle-~ast le~;r~oee1a (C) 

This directive establ(~hei::Jtl\e~i~of reference for an 
interageney review ct cur 1trate9y for the Middle East peace 
process ever the cominq year. The revi@w should take aecount of 
the result• of A11i1tant Secretary of State Murphy'• t;ip to the 
re9ion in January 1987 and offer reeonunendationa about our 
overall strategy in ~ime fer the scheduled hivh-level vi1it1 by 
Middle East leaders in February and March. The review should 
examine aueh que1~iona a11 CC) · 
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What are th• pre1en~ct1 fer a aolution to the probleM 
of Pales'tinian rep)"isentati~1 . .- ·what are the tre~d• in 
Palestinian poli~cs~?}la_t a • th• implications of current 
Pl.O gains . in Leb onl' :·· -

t. . ... . , 
. · .~.... ;/ 

How can we •tren ~Jor '• ole in ~h• peace procet1 and • 
its ef!ort• to a11ert le era p on the Pale•tinian 
que.st:ion? What further .. tep .could ve take, e.9., in the 
Ql,iality ot Life area .-· in . bilateral relation•, to 
strengthen the Xing' t':.h_a2;l~ _ 
How znuch flexibil y does the ~e1ent Israeli 9overnment 
have in pur•uin9 aoe roeesa? _ 

-- What are ~he riaka and benefits cf an international 
conference in any of it• current variant•? Could •uch a 
conference be effective? How could ve protect ourselves 
from it• inherent trap1? Are there ether approaches to an 
international framework that would be more effective or 
easier to manage? 
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How do v~ prepare .for the ~ont1ngency of A Soviet diplomatic 
initiative on the Middle Jast?/1 A range of po11ibilities 
ahould be examined, from"Soviet restoration o! diplomatic 
relations with I•rael ,O ~ore dramatic ev@nt1 1uch •• a -
•tashkent•atyle• mediation .--f>ffer. How should ve deal with 
ether Soviet diplom~~ie ~fo.rt.a~to improve relation• with 
zgoderat.e Arab cour.~1es7...,S) ·-y 

The review should be ~ert.i'\ten·by~.~ Interdepartmental Group 
chaired hy ~he A1si1tant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and 
South Asian Affftir1 and should be concluded on or about 
tebruary 13, 1987. (CJ 
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