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TAGS: SHUM, AR 
SUBJECT: HU11AH RIGHTS ROUNDUP 

PART I -- NEll EII£NTS AND IND ICATORS 

(THE fOllOIIING IS NOT A· COMPlETE REPORT OF All NEll 
EVENTS SIIIC( OUR LAST REPORT Of JUNE 16, 1978 • . A fOllOII·UP 

SEPIH IIILL S£ SUBMI TT ED NEXT II£EK.) 

DEC ISION REPORHD IMM IIIEIIT ON PERSONS HEL D UNDER 
I NS TI lUT IONAL ACT . 

SEN IOR Mi l i TARY COII TAC TS CDUT INUE TO REPOR T THAT A 
GOVERNMENTAl D~C I S I ON SHOUlD BE AliiiOUHCE D 
BEFORE AUGUST I REGARD ING THE 35 PlUS PERSONS PRE SENTI Y 

BEIHG MHO UN DER THE ACTA UISTITUC IOilAl. THE JUNTA 
EVI OENTl Y IS UNOOUBTEOl Y UtiEA SY ABOUT 
THE ACTA \/K ICK INTER AliA DETAIIIS INDEFINI TElY A NUIIBER 

Of SEN IOR PERONIST lEADERS ~ I THOUT SPECIF IC CHARGES OR 
TRIAl. ACCORDING TO tlll ll ARY SOURCES, THE JUNTA HAS ~ 

DECIDED IN PRI HCIP l E THA T SHORE AUGUS T I All PERSONS 

BE ING HElO UNDER THE ACIA SHOUlD RECE IVE SPECIFIC 
SENTENCES AS ACTS OF "REVOlUT IOHARY JUST ICE" OR BE TURNED 

OVER TO THE JUD ICIAl SYS TEM FOR CR IMI NAl PROSEPUION OR 
SET fREE. OHE NAVY CONTACT IN EARLY JUlY ADM I TTED THAT 
THE OE CISIOH·roAKIIIG PROCESS IN EACH CASE liAS ?ROVING TO 

BE VERY Diff i CUl T, BU T HE liAS OPT IMIST THE DETERMINATIONS 
\IOUlO BE. MADE AND APPROVED BY THE JUtiT A. 

11 1S IREA111EHT Of PRI SON[RS REPORTED 

A NUtiBER OF THE EMBASSY'S HUMAN RIGHTS CONTACTS HAVE 
REPOR TED THAT RrCENTl Y CATH OLIC PAROLED PEACE ACTIVIST 

AD.OLfO MARIA PEREZ EDOUIVEl liAS SEVERElY BEATEN 6Y PR ISON 

GUARDS I H LA PlATA PRISON SEVERAL \lEEKS PR IOR TO KIS 
RELEASE. A WUIIS( R OF HIS RIBS IIERE BROKEN. SAllE SOURCES 

REPOR T THAT ANOTHER PERMANWT ASSEMBLY lEADER !SEPARATE 
11Et1COH) WA.S SEVERELY TORTURED DUR ING HIS INIT IAL INTER· 
ROGAT ION. !IIARHING: XGOS- 4. lEAKAGE Of TllESE REPORTS 
IN VASHIHGTON nAY PUT THESE 11(N IN GRAVE DANGER.) 

EMBASSY HAS REC£ IVEO REP OR TS IN TH E lAST SEVERAL 

.)1DiHHS. 1HAT sonE !!_N PRISONER~,1RIOR :o THEIR REL£ASE 
FROIIlA PlATA PRISONi!AV( 8£EN BRUTAllY BEATEN SY 

. PRiSON GUARDS . ilED CROSS AUTHORIT IES <PRDlECTl HAVE 
EXPRESSED THE IR COIICERN TO EMBASSY' REGARDING THE 

PHis icAL ABUSE or PRISONERs IH LA PlAT A PRISON. 

MAT~RIAl IIITNESSES REPORTE D TORTUEO 

PERMANENT ASSCMBLY AND NUNCIATURA SOURCES 

HAVE RePORTED TO THE E11BASSY THA T IN MlO·JUIIE A fEtiALE 

PSYCHOl OGIST liAS ABDUCTED BY SECURITY f ORCES ArlO HElD FOR 

l~ HOURS. OURI HG HER DETE~T I OH, THE PSYCHOLOGIS T, A 

POL 10 VICTitl CONFINED TO A IIHEH CHA IR , liAS REPORtEDlY 
INT ERROGATE"O \liTH ELECTR IC PICAIIA REGARD IIIG THE '.!HEREABOUTS 

AND ACTIVITIES Of ONE OF HER PATI ENTS . 

LOCAl LAIIYI:R 1/HO ACCEPTS HUr,AN RIGHTS CASES REPORTED 
TO EMBASSY ON J (JL Y !9 THAT TH.E MOTHER OF OIIE Of HIS CL lE NTS, 

DANIE L ALBERTO EGEA, 1/HO HAS BEE II UNDE R EX£ CUTIVE DtTEIIT ION . 

SINCE EAR LY 1976, liAS ABDUCTED fOR FIVE DAYS IN EAR LY JULY 

BY MEN CLAI11111G TO BE FROM THE SECURITY FORCES. \ MRS. EGEA 
liAS B(ATEN AND THREATENED DURING HER IIHERROGATIOII IIHJCH 

FOCUStO. O.N HER SON'S POliT.ICAL ACTIV I TI ES AND fORMER 
fR IEIIDS. DURING TH_E LAS T .TIIO DAYS Of oK(R CAPT IVITY 
SHE SA ID SHE liAS TREATED KI NDlY AND RElEASED \liTH A?OlOGIES, 

BUT \/IlK All ACC011PANYIIIG THREAT iO REMAIN QU IET. (\IE ARE 
CHECKING FURTHER AS TO THE SIGNifiCANCE Of THE REPORTED 
INTERROGATION OF AlLEGED "POL I TICAL ACT IVIT IES". I 

NEll DRUG REPORTED INTRODUCED 

A HUIIAN RIGHTS SOURCE CONTACT Ill THE HED I CAl 

PROFESSION \/HOSE REPORT lUG HAS BE EN RH I ABLE IN THE PAST 
INFORMED THE Et18ASSY. IN lATE JUNE THP:T TERRORISTS AIID 

SUBVERS IVES SElECTED FOR ELIMINA TION VERE U0\1 BEING 
ADI11NISJERED INJECTIONS OF "KETAlAR", \/HICK SOURCE 
DESCRIBED AS A POIIERFUl ANESTHET IC, INSTEAD OF CURACE. 

ACCORDING TO SOURCE, KETAL~R IS ADMIN I STERED IN AN I Nl~A

MUSCUlAR· IIIJECTIOH 10 THE PRISOIIER AS A PREVENTI VE HEAl TH 
MEASURE, TH£ SUB J ECT RAPIDLY LOStS COIISCIO•JSHESS ANO 

VITAl FUNCTIONS CEASE: SOURCE AllEGES THAT SUB JECTS ARE 
THEN DISPOSED OF IN RIVERS OR THE OCEAII. 
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II· JEHOVAH'S 1/IIHESSES PROBLEMS CONTINUE 

JEHOVAH'S IIITN£SSES' lEADER INFORMED EMBASSY ON 
JUNE H,TH AT GOVERNMENT ACTION HAS RESULIEO Ill THE VIRTUAl 
EXPULS ION Of EVERY JEHOVAH'S 1/ITNESSES CHILO FROM THE 

ARG( HIIUE SCHOql SYSTEM. THE \Il lNESSES ABEL IEVE THAT MORE 
THAN A THOUSMlD CHILDREN HAVE RECENTlY BHII EXPEllED. 
ACCORD IIIG TO THE 111i11ESSES' SPOKESMAN, MANY SCHOOl SYSTEMS 

USED TH£ 1/ITHESSES REFUSAl 10 PARTICIPATE IN 1M£ ElABORATE 
JUHE 19 FlAG DAY EXERCISES AS THE PRETEXT FOR iHE EXPUlSIONS. 
TO ! ME 1/IIHESS[S PAR TICIPATION IN flAG OAY 

CEREMONI ES IS A fORM Of REli"OUS 1/0~SHIP ANO IS fORBtD'OEN. 

THE ARGENT INE ~I TNESSES HAVE SUBMITTE D A DETAILED 
AR TICLE ON THE Rt?RESSl0/1 OF THE lO.CAL CHURCH FOR PU8tt CATION 

IN IKE AUG UST OR SEPHM!ER JEHOVAH'S \IllNESSES MAGAZINE, 
A~AKE . THE ARTI CLE IS EX.PEC TED TO BE PR i tlT ED IN All iH[ 
1/0RL 0' S MAJOR lA NG UAGE S. ACCORD lNG TO THE \liTHE SSES' 

·SP OKESMAN, THE ARGENT INE lEADE RSH IP PLANS 10 DISTRIBUTE 
COP'lES OF THE ARTICLE TO All SENIOR £X£CUTIVE AND JUDICIAL 

OU ICIALS IN ftRGEH TlHA, AS liEU AS TO EACH ARGENTINE 
An8ASSAOOR A8ROAO. 

!HE ~ITUESS[ S' SPOKESMAN COMMENTED lH.I,T THE riiN I STRY 
Of FOREIGN AFfAIRS AHO \IORXSH IP HAS STill llOT ISSUED THE 

FORtiS fOR THE RHISTRAT ION OF REliG IONS IN ARGENT INA UIIO[R 
LA\/ 21, H~ . ME ADDED THAT THERE liAS 110 POSSIBILITY Of 
THE IIITN£SSES RtGISIRATI ON BElllG APPROVED, GIV( N THE 

CURRENT DECREE SAIIIIIHG THE 1/ITilESSES fROII PUBli Cl Y PRACTIC ING 
THE IR fA ITH. HE MOHO THAT TH E ARGENTI NE GOVE RNMENT 
IS HOI/ REHRRIIIG TO TH E JEHOVAH'S ~l lii[SSES AS AH 

: oRGAN IZATION \liTH RH IGIOUS COLORATIONS" lTIN TE R(l iG IOSAI. 

ON JUliE 8, THE lOCAl PRESS REPORTED THAT THE PROVINCE 
Of SANTIAGO DEl (Sl[RO HAD IS SUED A DECR EE PROHIB ITING 
ANY TYPE OF ACTIVITY BY THE \IllNESSE S. IHE- OECR££ ORDERS 
THE SE IZURE Of All 1/ITHESSES IIATER IALS AND THE CLOS ING Of 
All \Il l NESSES' fACiliT IES \/HERE "PUBliC OR PRIVAI[" 

IIEEIINGS ARE HElD. 

REO CROSS ACTIVIT IES: TORTURE REPORT 

SIX RED CROSS S\IISS NATIONAl DElEGATES AND TVO SIIISS 

DOCTORS ARE CONTINU ING TO VISIT ARGENT IN E NON-CRIM IN AL 
P{ISONERS THROUGHOUT ARGENT INA. THE RED CROSS PlANS TO 

'· VISI T All THE IIAJOR PENAL FACILITIES lH ARGENTINA THREE 
Ti llES DURING 197 1 AND THE SIIAllER INSTI TUTIONS TIIICE. 
ICRC SOURCE LPROHC:Tl SlA TED TH AT AT PRESENT SIERRA CH ICA 

1/HICH HOLDS SSS PEN PR I SONERS J\IID TIKY LA RIOJA rRISOH 
APPEAR TO BE THE COUNTRY'S 1/0RST. I H GENERAL, THROUGHOUT 

ARGEN TIN A PEN PA I SOMERS ARE UNDERFED, HAVE liTTLE OR HO 
MEDICAl ATTENTION AN D NO HEAl IN THE \liNT ER. 

THE REO CROSS DElEGATE STATED THAT ICRC REPS HAD 

SH7 BUENOS 8S6>6 82 o; 8l 1121SIZ 

INHRVIEIIED ALMOST £V.£RY PtH PRI·SONER IN ARG£NT.I NA. 

HE NOTED· THAT ABOUT !8 PERCEIIT HAO BEEN TORTURED. SOMf 
HAD IIEREL Y BEEN BEATEN UP BUT TKE lARGE MAJORiTY HAD 

BEEN SUBJECHO TO H£CTR IC SHOCX OR THE ~UBMAR INL THE 

ICRC RH VAS ·NO! OPTIIIISTIC !KaT THE REO CROSS IIO'JLO BE 
ABLE TO INflUENCE ANY CKAilG( IN TH£ 1/ID(SPREAD PRACTIC E 
OF TORTURE IN ARG£!ll1HA. THE REP STAHO THAT NO GDV[RUnE NT 

IH THE VORLD ADIII TS THAI TORTURE lAKES PLACE AliO A GOVE RHI\(HI 

CAN NOT CORRECT A PROBLEM III!IC K IT ODES NOT ~ECOGN t lE. 

THE DELEGATE RECOGNIZED 1MA1 'HYSICAl IIIS1 R£A1MEHT OF 
rEH ,PR.I SOtlE RS IS IHFR£0UEN T AfTER THEY HAV( PASSED 

THROUGH THE INTfRROGATIOII PHASE, l. £., P.fHR I HEY KAVE 
PASSED OffiCIAlLY TO THE PEN. HOII£VER, VAR IOUS fORMS 

OF PSYCHOl OGICAl TORTURE PERSIST IN THE PR ISONS. 

ESTIMAlEO PR ISO N PO PUL AT ION A~ Of JUlY 1, 1571: 

PR I SOH P(HI DAIIt 
LA rtAT A PR I SOH 1~8 18 10 ~· (MULTI SOURCED) 

DEVOTO PR I SOH H B 
SIERRA CHlCA 558 UHCONF t aMED REPORT or ov£R 
COROIIO A ISB 
RE SISTEHCI A 3) 8 lB UCRCI 
RAIISOH 2SI ! UCRCI 
CORDOBA ns SS PUIS/Il l NUS (I CRC I 

CASEROS MUNICIPAl 18 
IIENOOZA 22 

I ICRC ESTI MATES LPROHCTI 

; UNRECOGNIZED PRISONERS HELD AT THE 
DlSPOS ITIOII OF MIL ITAR Y AUTHORITIES . 

IACCOROING TO SECURITY fORCES fXE.RE nAY 6£ ur TO ~88 
AROUND THE COUNTRY AT ANY GIVEN PO IN T IN TillE.) 

VIllA DEVOTO FIH UPOAT£ 

' ICRC SOURCE !PROTECT! INfORMED EMBASSY RECEN TLY 
THAT FOUR PRISONERS HELD UHDE R ?Ell II£RE Ul¥0lV(D IN I KE 

tiARCK 14, 1911 VIll A DEVOTO RIOT ANO 'ftR E. 
ACCORDING TO SOUR CE, All fOUR IIERE 8£ IHG H£l0 Oil DRUG 

CHARGES GUT SIIIULHNEOUSLY UIIOEi PEN AS \/Ell, AS THEY KAO 
fALSE ARGENTINE PASSPORTS \/HEN ARRESTED, IIHICK PUT THE M UNOER 
SUSPICION OF BEIIIG POSSIBlE SUBVERSIVES AS 11[\l. THREE 

OF THE DRUG TRAFFICKERS OlEO IN THE fiRE . THE f~DLY BURNT 
SURVIVOR TOLD THE ICRC THAT HE AHO THE OTHER P£~ PRISOilE RS 
KAD NO CONilECTIOII \liTH SUBVERSION BUT \/HE DRUG ADD ICTS 

ANO TRAH ICXERS liMO HAD OBTAINED fALSE HSSPOlilS TO US£ 
IN COIIHECTIOII \liTH THEIR SMUGGliNG ACTIVITIES. 

Ill TH .REFERENCE TO A IIAY I, IS 1S lETTER TO THE 

SECR£TARr IN 1/HICH COHA OIRECTOR lAURENCE A. SIRHS ARGUES 
AGA INST EXPORT l i CENSES fOR THE SALE OF THAE£ TROOP· 
CARRYt 'HG BOE ING CM·O HEllC:OrTERS AllEGING THAT . . 
"HELICOPTERS SIMilAR 10 IKE ONES BE ING SUPPLIED• 1/!R( USED 

(H PUTTING DOliN THE VIllA O[VOTO PR ISON ~lOT AND CRUSHI NG 
l ~BOR STRIKES, II£ HOT£ lHE fOllOIIIHG BASED 011 DISCREET 
INQU IR IES OF SECURITY SOURCES: .. 

0 8 tl F I 8 E tiT I AL 
--- -----·- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---
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lit HAVE NO IHFOR/IATION tHAI 1/0UlO SUPPORT tHE AS SE RT ION 
TH AI US MILITARY tYPE H(L ICOPTERS VERE USE D IN HANDL I NG 
IKE RIOT S ITVATIOII AT V ll l~ OEVOIO. ADDITIONAllY, VE HAVE 

VHAI lit BEL IEVE 10 IE REL IABLE INFORIIAT IDN THAT IT VAS HOT A 
PR ISON UtRISIIIG AS SUCH . ! HE RE litRE HO POL ill CAl OE IAIN EES 

IN IN£ CELL BI OCX COIIC ERH EO IIIlTH TH E POSSIBlE EXCHIIOU or 
tHE SO- CALLED "SUBVERS IVE ANGL£"10 l HE DRUG TRRFF ICKERS 

11ENII ONE O IN THE PARAGRAPH ABOVE,) AND ~l MOSl AL L--I f NOT 
AL L·-OF THE DEAT HS RESULTED FRO/I SIIOKE AND HEAT CAUSED 
BY THE FIR£ THE INMATES HAD STARtED . ADD ITIONAllY, 
TH E SECURITY FORCES STATED TH EY DO HOT USE KEl iCOPTERt 10 RUS H 
ST RIKES OR lAKE OVER STRIKE -SOUND fACTOR£$ BECAUSE IT IS 
JUS I NO! OPOAI IOIIALL Y SOUIIO AIID ';OULD BE VASHFUL Of 

RESOURCES. 1\1£ BELIEVE THAT SMAl l ER HELICOPHRS VERE USED 
fOR SPOtTING POSS I&LE SUOlAGE AIH11PTS AlONG IKE RA IL ROAD 
LINES DURING IKE RAil STRIKE LASt IIOVEMBER, KOVEVER. 

SEVE RAL BOMBS VERE SET OFF ON THE TRACKS OURI HG THE STAIKE.l 

THE fEDERAl JUDG E IH CKARGE OF THE VILLA DE VOTO 
IKQUIRY HAS 1/I THOR~\/N FROM TH E INVEST IGATI ON fOR 

JURISOICATIOH IL REASONS. THE CASE IS NOll BE ING TURNE D 
OVER 10 C~ ln tH AL COURt JUDGE \/NO VIS CHOSEN 8Y lOT fRO/\ 
THE CRIM INAL SEM CH. 

DETEN I IOH FACILI TIES REPOR TED CLOSED 

A LA PlATA HUMAN RIGH TS SOURCE IIIJORIIEO THE EIIBASSY 
IN EARLY JULY THAI THE ARANA OETEN I ION fACiliTY OUTSIDE 

OF l A Pl ATA HAS B[[H ASAHOOHEO AND ITS PRISONERS 
TRAN SH RR£0. EMB AS SY HAS RECEIVED SEVERAL S lrlll~R 

REPORTS REGARDING THE HAVY 1\ECKAIH CAL SCHOOL IH BUENOS 

AIRES. THE NAVY nECHAHCIAl SCHOOL'S DETENTI ON FACIL ITY 
liAS DESCRIBED IH GREAT DETAil IK THE SO ·C ~llEO "11 AGGIO 

LET TE R" IM ICH VA S CIRCUlATED 10 fORE IGN HEVS AGEIICIES 
AND fOR£ I GH EMBASSIES IN THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS. THE 
EMBASSY HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO COIIFIRM IH£ OEACTI VATIOH 
REPORTS Of EITHE R Of THESE VELL -KHOIIN OETE~IIOH fACi liTIE S. 

RELEASE Of OETAI~EO UHI OH LE ADE RS STILL rENDING 

A 11£MSER or THE fORE IGN OFFICE IIORXIN G ~ ROUP ON 
··HUIIAN RIGH TS (fOVGl INf ORMED B1B OFF IH EARLY JUL Y THAT 

THE REl(ASE OF ! 1 UNION l EADERS ANHOUNC(O JUNE l' BY t HE 
. ' PERON IST· LEAN ING BISHOP OF LA PLA IA liAS STI LL UNDER 

ACTIVE CONS IO£RAT ION IH THf MINIS TR Y Of INTER IOR. THE 

' fOVG OffiCIAL SAIO THAT I T VOULO SE PR EMATURE TO AN NOUNCE 
. tHE NAMES .OF THE LABOR LE AO(RS UNOER COHS IOERATIOII, BUT 

HOlED TK AI HE VAS r ERSONALLY OPTIHISTIC THAI THE IR REL EASE 

VOUlD 8E ANNOUNC ED IH THE NEAR FUTURE. 

THE 1111ERMAH CASE 

ACCORDING TO TIMERMAN'S f AM ILY, THE GOVE RNMENT 

ATT ORNEY fOR .THE COUNC il ON PATR IMONIAL RESPONSIB ILI TY 

BUENOS SHH 83 or 83 21231$! 

!CONREPAl PRIVATElY IHfOR/1£0 1 111ERMAN' S lAVYER ON 
JU»E. 26 1HA1 IKE COMR EPA INVES TIG ATION HAO TURNE D UP 

HOIH lNG NEGAtiVE AGAINST TIN£R IIAH. ACCORDI NG TO TH E 
FA/IllY, TH E GOVER NMENT AITORHEY COIIf 10(0 !HAT " l M IS CASE 

I.S SOME THill( POLIT IC AL. • THE SAllE SOURC~ TOLD TKE fAMILY 
THAI CONREPA U S .PROVIOEO .A COHfi OENTIAL ?.ESUM£ OF THE · 
TI /1ER11AN CASE TO IH( ARMY CHI EF Of STAff, GEIIERAL VIOU 

IN LATE JUH£. 

TIN£ R/1AH AND HI S fAMILY AAE ·cAUTI OUSLY HOPEfUL TH AT THE 

RE PEA.t£0 PUBliC STA TEIIEHTS BY ADMIRAl 1\ASSERA !HAT tHE 
StATU S Of P£ RSOHS BEING HELO UNDER !ME ACtA IHS II TUCIONAL 
\/Ill BE RESOLVED SY THI S GOVE RHII(NT 8ErOR£ AUGUST FIRS! Vlll 

RE SUlt IH TIII£RnAH'S BE I NG AllOVEO 10 lE AVE I KE COUNTRY fOR 
ISR AEl. 

REQUE STS BY TI M( RIIAN'S ATTORNEY TH~T HE BE PER/II TT£0 

TO SE£ KIS CL IEIIT AHO THAI HIS CLIENT ALSO BE P£RII ITTEO 
VISITS BY HIS DOCTOR AND DENTIST HAVE HO T RECEIVED ANY 
RE PL Y f ROM TH£ ARI\Y GENERAl STAF F OR lHE MINI STRY OF 

INTER IOR. IT111( RIIAH IS HOT AnDHG IHOS£ R£l0 UNOER 
THE INST ITU TI OIIAL ACT \/HOSE PROPE RTY IS EXf ROOPR IATEO 
IN A RECENT COIIREPA DECISION, ACCORDIIIG TO JULY 11 PRESS 
ACCOUNTS. VE ARE CHEC KING fURTHER, BUT TH IS TEKDS TO 
CON fiR ~ !HE IHFOR MA!IOH Of THE GOVERNME NT ATTORNEY 
REPORtED AeOVE. ACCOR DING TO THE PRESS ACCOUNTS, 
CONR£P A EXPROPR IA t ED PR OP(RTI( S 6£LOIIG IHG 10 EX·CGJ 

KEAO CASIL OO HERRERAS, EX - SOCI AL 1/ElfARE MIHISHR 
JOSE LOP£l REGA, EX·DErENS£ 11 1N IS T£R ADOlfO MARIO SAVI NO, 

JORGE ROTEMBERG (Ait ASSOCIATE Of TIMER /I AN ANO DAVI D 
GRAIVER IN THE .LA OP IHIOH EHiERPRIS() AND GRAV IER 'S 
IIOTH ERlll. 

CASTRO 

I. II ld ~ I R Ji IJ T I A I 

.. -
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EXISTING HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 

Security Assistance Authorization (P.L. 94-329, 6/30/76) 

Sec. 502B. HU~ffiN RIGHTS--(1) The United States shall 
"promote and encourage increased respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms ... " 

(2) ... "no security assistance may be provided to any 
country of which engages in a consistent pattern of gross 
violations of internationally recognized human rights." 

(3) The United States shall "avoid identification" 
with governments denying their people internationally 
recognized human rights." Finally a human rights report 
shall be required from the U.S. Government covering certain 
set topics each year. 

Economic Assistance Authorization (P.L. 95-88) 

Sec. 116. HUMAN RIGHTS--(1) No assistance to the 
government of any country which engages in a consistent pattern 
of gross violations of internati~nally recognized human 
rights ... 

(2) The Administrator shall submit in writing information 
demonstrating that such assistance will directly benefit the 
needy people ... 

(3) The Secretary of State shall transmit to the Con
gress a human rights report annually. 

International Development Assistance Act (P.L. 95-88) 

Sec. 112. "No agreement may be entered into under this 
title to finance a sale of agricultural commodities to the 
government of any country which engages in a consistent 
pattern of gross violations ... unless such agreement would 
directly benefit the needy people in such country." The 
Congress may require the President to submit in writing 
information demonstrating that an agreement will directly 
benefit the needy. An annual report regarding the steps 
taken under this Act is required by law. 
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IFI Authori zation (P . L . 95-118) 

Sec. 7 01 . HU~~N RIGHTS . (1) The United States 
Gove rnment, by voice and vote, shall a dvance the cause of 
human rights, including by seeking to channel assistance 
toward countries other than those whose governments engage 
in consistent patter ns of gross violations , commit terrorism , 
etc . The Act also forbids all assistance to any of the 
thre e countries of Vietnam . 

Export/Import Bank (P . L. 95-143) 

Section 2 includes the following language : The Export/ 
Import Bank "shall take into account in consultation with 
the Secretary of State the observance of and a respect for 
human rights in a country to r eceive the exports supported 
by a loan or financial guarantee and the effect such exports 
may have on human r ights in such country ." 

Foreign Assistance Appropriations (P.L. 95-148) 

Sec . 113 . "Funds appropriated by this Act may not be 
obligated or expended to provide security assistance to any 
country for the purpose of aiding directly the efforts of 
the government of such country to repress the · legitimate 
rights of t he population of such country contrary to the 
Universal Declar·ation of Human Ri ghts . " 

Trade Act of 1974 (P . L . 93-618) 

Sec . 402 . (Jackson/Vanik human rights amendment) ... "The 
United States shall not conclude any commercial agreement with 
any such country , during the period beginning with the date 
on which the President determines that such country--

(1) denies its citizens the right or opportunity to 
emigrate ; 

(2) imposes more tha n a nominal tax on emigration or on 
the visas of other documents ... ; 

(3) imposes more than a nominal tax , levy , f ine , fee , etc . 
cha r ge on any citizen as a consequence of the d e sire of such 
c i t izen to emi g r ate ... " 
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State, Justice, Commerce Department Authorization (P.L. 95-94) 

The Act establishes the Assistant Secretary of State 
for Human Rights and Humanitarian Affairs, especially for 
carrying out the functions of the Secretary of State in 
connection with Section SO~(b) of this Act. 

H:DTKenney/ezm 
April 17, 1978 
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PENDING HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 

The International Development Cooperation Act of 1978 - 
S.2420 (The Humphrey Bill) 

Sec. 102 ... . . "The Congress declares that the 
principal purpose of the United States bilateral develop
ment assistance is to help the poor majority of people in 
developing countries .... " 

Sec. 767. PROHIBITIONS . --(a) HUMAN RIGHTS .--(1) "No 
assistance authorized under this Act may be provided to 
the government of any country which engages i n a consistent 
pattern of gross violations of internationally recognLzed 
hwnan rights .... " 

(2) Congress "may require the Administrator to submit i n 
writing information demonstrating that such assistance will 
directly benefit the needy people ... " 

( 3 ) In determining whether a government is a gross 
violator , the Administrator in connection with HA shall 
determine 

{A) "the extent of cooperation of such government . 
in permitting an unimpeded investigation of alleged 
violations of ·human rights" 

· (B) specific U. S . actions which may be taken . 
by the President relating to human rights . 

Sec . 781. Annual reports are required to include 

(1) an assessment of the impact of aid policies 
and programs on the poor majority 

(2) the status of internati onally re~ogn ized 
human r ights 

(3) any steps which have been taken to alter 
foreign assistance provided by the United States 
because of human rights considerati ons . 

H. R. 11 908 (Young Bill) 

The bill proposes that the United States seek adoption 
of an amendment to the Articles of Agreement for each 
internationa l financial institution requiring the establish
ment of a human rights standa rd to be considered in con
nection with each application for assistance. The bill also 
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requires the President to repor t , not later than three 
months after the date of e nactment o f the bill, on a l l 
actions taken by the Congress in connection with the Act . 

H. R. 9179 (OPIC Authori zation) The Harkin Amendment 

2 

Section 8 . "The Corporation shall take into account 
in the conduct of its programs in a country , in consulta~ 
tion with the Secretary of State , all available i~formation 
about the observanc~ of and respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in such country and the effect of 
the operation of such programs will have on the human 
rights and fundamental freedoms in such country . . The 
provisions of section 116 of thi s Act shall apply: 
any insurance , reinsurance , guaranty , or loan issued 
by the Corporation for projects in a country except that 
in addition to the exception (with respect to benefiting 
needy people) set f orth i n subsection (a) of such section 
the Corporation may support a project if the national · 
security i nterests are requir ed ." 

H. R . 9124 (The International Monetary Fund Authorization) 
The Harkin Amendment 

Sec . 29 . The u.s. Executive Director to the Fund 
is required to initiate wide consultations with other 
man~ging direttbts "to ericourage the IMF staff to fo~mulafe 
stabi lization programs whi ch , to the maximum feasible 
e xtent , foster a broader base of productive i nvestment and 
e mployment , especially in those productive activities which 
are designed to meet basid human needs. " 

The U.S. Director is r equired to take all possible 
steps to see that Fund activities d o not "contribute to the 
deprivation of basic human needs , nor to the violation of 
basic human rights." 

The U. S. Governor of the Fund is also requ ired to pre
pare and submit, not later than 180 days after the c lose of 
each calendar year, a report to the Congress on the effect 
of Fund policies to provide 

"(1) an adequate supply of food etc . 

(2) shelter and clothing; 

(3) public services , etc . 

(4) public employment, etc . " 

H:DTKenneyjezm 
April 1 4 , 1978 
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BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS : ARGENTINA 

Political violence has wracked Argen~ina since the 
late Sixties . The violence was partially r esponsible 
f or the economic and political breakdown precipitating 
the March 1976 coup, and has subseque.ntly been used 
by the junta as a rationale for a no-holds-barred 
approach to counter-ter rorism . · This ha~ resulted in 
egregious violations of human rights , despite public 
recognition by the government that the t errorists have 
been largely defeated , although businessmen and military 
officers continue to be murdered . 

Security personnel and pri.son officials use .torture 
although . it is prohibited by law and publicly condemned 
by government officials . -·The victims are usually suspected 
terrorists, but ·leftists ,. ·:priests and ·foreign · political ·'·· 
exiles have been . maltreated as well. ·The government is 
aware of such activiti~s but generally has not -acted 
effectively to limit them. 

The Argentine armed forces have committed themselves . 
to the elimination of terrorist " combatants ." This policy 
has led to the summary execution of prisoners who r eportedly" 
had "blood - on their - hands . ~ These executions are - sometimes -~ = 
disguised as shootouts with the security - forces or prison 
escapes •. -. .:--It should be noted .that le.ftis't ·terrorists ":..-rarely~< 
allow -themselves -to be taken-alive , ' in order · to avoid_ 
interrogation • . - · 

State of siege -~riests are authorized by the Argentine 
Constitution during ;per-iods . of iri"ternal disorder ~ ~_,_The · .. · 
President·· of Argentina imay ;.detain .. and :relocate people .:under -··=· · 
the state -of siege~·pro'{isions .-·but~· · according .. · to law;.-he may.~,;-: - · · 
not convict :or apply punishment upon his own authority .• .. -
The state of siege pow~rs; 'which w~re invoked ~n 1974, have 
beeh used .to hold ~ -wide 1Variett ~of p~rsons , .. many of· whom· 
have been h<::!J d for long periods without formal charges .-·· :. 
Many ~rrests -~~d abductions under the· state of siege have . 
taken · place -i-.. -L·he midd1e · of the night; · sometimes in· the · · " 
form ·of mysterious abductions . Some people ·are ·freed ·after 
short p e riods . of interrogation. ·- Others·· are ' held incommunicado 
wi t hout charges or formal-acknowledgement of their detention . 
They join . a gro_up known as the "disappeared" whose number . . · 
is estimated · to ranqs betweerr-2 , 000 · and . 20,000 ~ · -
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Recently the Government of Argentina has reinsti
tuted a limited "right of option" for political - ~iisoners 
who are being held under executive d e t e ntion--i.e . , not 
charge d and remanded to civil or military courts-- to 
reque st exile. Only a few detainees to date have been 
granted exile . 

Action Taken on Hm:nan . Rights 

On October 27 the U. S. voted no on a gas pipeline 
loan in the IDB . The Argentines have been info:!..-med t hat 
if they allow three other loans to come forward we . will 
have to vote against them as well on hu.Inan rights grounds . 
We supported an IDB loan for potable water on the grounds 
that it meets basic hlli~an needs , on November 3 . 

President Carter discussed human rights problems 
with President .Videla when the latter was in Washington . 
for the Panama Canal signing ceremony . Ambassador Tedman 
and Assistant Secretary Derian have also discussed these 
proble ms directly with Videla . 

Argentina rejected F~~ . credits for FY '78 after . 
the Administration reduced the proposed budget ·request 
for human ·rights gr·ounds ~ ··The Administration declined to -
sign the FY '7 7 FMS Agreem~nt and ~id -not request FMS 
credits for Argentfna · for F.Y '79. ··All arms transfers (FMS 
sales and commercial ·sales of i·tems on the rnuni tions l ist) 
are being revi ev1ed on a case-by-case ·.basis, . .. with . only very 
few select.ed new i terns with no apparent .. relationship to 
human rights approved. ~ In addition; ·.·explosive i t .ems such -:
as shells , cartridges , etc . are being denied..: - Policy 
guidance is being scmgn't'on.' · whe~tne:C" spare ·parts will be 
sold or not·. - .:· .. · · ·· ··· · ··--:-;:: .. . 

We have submitted · over-·.:..3~~000 · name s of individuals , .. 
who ar e either detained or have disapp eare d to the 
Argen t ine governme nt and have reque~ted that. they furnish ..... 
information on these _individuals. 

Drafted: ARA/ECA : FRondon/HA:MBova 
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COUNTRY PAPER 

ARGENTINA 

PENDING ASSISTANCE REQUESTS 

After learning of the intended level for the FY 1978 
Foreign Military Sales Credit proposal, the Argen
tines rejected any FMS for FY 1978. 

There is no aid program in Argentina. 

Arms transfers to Argentina are on a case-by-case 
basis. 

U. S. INTERESTS 

Non-proliferation: Argentina has the most advanced 
nuclear weapons prospects in Latin America and is 
moving rapidly to acquire an indigenous, and pre
sumably unsafeguarded, reprocessing capacity. 
(The USG is actively seeking Argentine ratification 
of the Treaty of Tlatelolco and other measures that 
would steer Argentina away from a nuclear warfare 
capability.) 

Petroleum: The U. s. Geological Service has esti
mated that Argentina's vast continental shelf may 
contain more than double existing proved reserves 
in the Western Hemisphere. 

Food: Argentina has immense capacity for the 
production of grains and meat. 

Economic: U. s. private investment stands at 
$1.4 billion; our banks are owed $3 billion; and 
we have a $25 0 m i 11 ion trade surplus. (Prospects 
for greater trade and investment are enormous in 
the petroleum, minerals and agricultural fields.) 

Scientific: Argentina is important to our 
Antarctic research program and an eventual claim 
to polar resources. Her cooperation, as well as 
her location are important to maintaining our 
full presence in Antartica. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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International Influence : Argentina is an almost 
wholly literate , generally self- sufficient industrial 
and cu'l.tural leader in Hispanic Amer.i.ca , and one of 
the most active Latin American governments in global 
economic forums . 

1", -./] 
p/~ I 

Drafted:ARA/ ECA:DVanTreeck:jc 
ll/ 7/77 : x22179 

Clearance : ARA:FMcNeil ~·-: ·· 
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LOAN PAPER 

..... 
Argentina 
Science and Technology 
$60.0 million (OC) 
IDB 

The objective . of the project is to transfer and adapt applied 
technology from abroad and from Argentina's more advanced industrial 
and agricultural organizations to firms and other organizations, mainly 
in development poles outside of the province of Bu~os Aires. Examples 
of sub-projects being discussed are more efficient use of water in 
industrial processes~ exploitation of advanced processes in petrochemical 
industry and general industrial development for the Santa Fe area. The 
technology transfer would be expedited by use of existing technical institutes 
in the country and IDB loan proceeds would be used for importation and /or 
procurement of equipment and materials to expand the institutes and their . 
services: The loan proposal is now expect~d to come before the Board of 
Executive Directors in early 1978. Ordinary capital loans are not 
subject to U.S. veto. FSO loans (local currency in this case) are subject 
to U.S. veto. 

At the time the working group considered this project, there 
was not e nough information available to determine whether- it 
met basic human needs. 

Tne · date of this loan's consideration by the IDB Board is 
uncertain, but it probably will not s~rface before the 
end of the year. 

November 7, 1977 
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LOAN PAPER 

Argentina 
Electrical Transmission 

Substations 
$~1. 3 M. (OC) 
IDB 

and 

The o~jective of the project is to further co.mplete the national 
interconnection grid with the construction of high tension transmission 
lines and sub- stations. The, project entails construction of 254 kilometers 
of 500 KV line between General Rodriguez in Buenos Aires Province arid 
Rosario Oeste in the Province of Santa Fe, two sub-stations in Santa Fe 
Province~ and a third substation in Cordoba Province. · Ordinary capital is 
not subj ect to U.S. veto. The Argentine Government is reconsidering the 
priority of this proj ect and it may be deferred until next year or eliminat
ed from the lending program. 

The working group did not have enough information 
to det~~ne whether thi~ loan met basic human needs . 

This loan probably will not surface in the IDB before 
the end o f the year . 

November 7, 1977 
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( ""'- EMBA.JADOR ." LT COL. DES REIS , .:ASST . AR MY ATTACHE., ACCOMPAN IED 
-....1 ME TO THli' LUN CB ; !d E WERE ESC.O:RTED TO;. C At!P .' ·S; . .OFFI GE , WHER E HE 
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O us now HE wouLD LECTURE To PARENTS o'F RECRUITS FROt1 t!'IME TO 
~~ IME~· CAMPS ' EXPLA NATI ON TO THE PARENT S AND SONS · WAS THAT THE 
DUTY OF THESE RECRUITS. WAS NOT '1'0 DI ! '?OR T!LE SALVATION OF 
'l'II"EIR COUNTRY 13IJ'l' '£0 KILL :l!'OR l:U~IR JiOlit!l,R! . BE EMPHAS IZED 
STRONGLY TO RECRUITS THAT THEIR OBJECTIVE ~AS: TO LEARN TO 
KILL . llS fl li! MAD}} •rJn.:sE STATEMENTS, HE WOULD . TENSE ·up AND 
!!COME IMPERVIOUS TO THE WORLD AROUND HIM . BE GESTURED- WIT H 
HIS HANDS WR I LJ~ HIS PIERCING EYES GAVE TEE SEM:BLANCE OF IUS 
'l'?Y ING TO. "J".INE UP THE CROSS-HAIRS IN A TELESCOPIC RIFLE SIGHT 
ON ij !S TAhGIT . BE THIN WENT INTO! DIS SERTATIO N. OF Eow: PARENTS , 
N"F.P:JS MEDIA AN D DI SSI DENTS WERE CORRU PT IN~ ··THE MI NDS OF YOUNG , 
IMPRESSIONALB E PEOPLE . HE WENT INTO· ~EIBP METAPHORS AND SA ID 
FOW NO . ONE SHOULD EVER QUESTION TRE ' VI TITORE OF HIS COUNTRY . 
RE TBiN~ESCRIBED BOW MILITARY FORCE S BAD DEFEATI D 
'J'ERRORtST.8 ·ON THE :BATTLEFI ED;.· BU'.l' . N C ~.v 'tH.ERE wAS ~ .N}~~v· · 1,(1';.R 
ON Tl:WS.F. ,O F FORE IGN I D.EOLOGI , · SUOH AS ~-IJ\llXI SM Mm r~ !li: 
UIFFERENT SHADES OF COMMUNISM . CAMPS MADE TRI ANALOGI OF 
THE S! PiOPLE WI TH FOREIGN IDEOLOGIES BE I NG THI SAME AS 
I! AVI NG ft. ROTTEN APPLE IN THE BARREL--T BE ROTTEN APPLZ FAD 
TO B'S ~1 IMINA TED . HE AlSO USlt~D TR.E ANALO.(a OF A S'rRm!G THUNK 
ON A TREE WITH SICK LI MBS EGC. 

5 . JACOBO 'r!MERMAN : INASMUCH AS CAMPS WAS ALL I NVO.J:.VED I N 
~H~ THREAT OF NEWS MEDIA ETC ., I TKOUGnT IT WAS TI ME TO DIS -

() C1JSS JACOBO TIMJ!:RM .A N. I TOLD CAMPS TBE GOOD I.ORD. HAD GIV"EN 
HI S COUNTRY MANY PLUSSES BUT YET THE MINUSES WERE EATING 
THEP PtUSS F.S . I TOLD HIM ARG:E NTINA ' S I MAGE ABROAD WAS A :SLAC:::. 
AND N30ATXVE ONE--A COUNTRY CATEGORI Zit AS ONE OF THE WORST 
1'1TJMAN RIG·RTS VIOLATORS ON "l':JRTH • . JJ.UT TEI S · TI M'l!~ , CAMPS tt.'·AS 
Tl~ NS ING UP LI KE A FIGHTING ROOSTER READY FOR :BATTLE , BUT I 
RA D T'fi'E F.LOOR ! ND YASN 'T ABOUT TO REL I NQUlSH IT . I EXP1A !NED 
A~G~NTINA ~ S IMAGE COULD IMPROVE SUB STANTI ALLY BY THE RELEASE 
0' TI~RRMA,! . RE ]IAT Ml TO THE DRAW , AS RE BELLOWED "TIMERMAN 
Witt NEVl!R BE RELT.ASED ." CAMPS PROCEEDED TO BERATE TIM:ERMAN 
AND 1JS.R~O ~VERY .ADJEC TIVE AND EX?LETIVE TO PAINT HIM AS AN 
IMMORAL, lMORAL AND SUBVERSIV$~ TYPI . I ASKED CAMPS THAT IF 
TIM1i~RMAN tt1\S SUCH A. SCOUNDB}~L· WBY PI..D. TH.E MJ.PTARI TRIBUNAL 
AND TBE~ SUPREME COURT ABSOLVE HI M OF ALL WRONG DOING . HE 
niD NOT MEET THE ISSUE ]UT INSTEAD REPLIED TIMERMAN wAS A 
DANGEROUS SUBVERSIVE AS HE HAD PO ISO NED TH.1! MI·NDS OF YOUNG 
PEOPLE ~y HI S MARXISTS WRITINGS IN LA OPINION . HE THEN 
CONTINtiiD TEAT SLO LONG AS THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE DI ED DUE TO 
TIM:ERMMl ' S ltJNCOURAGtMENTS BY R!S 'l1EACHING~: TO :I?IGRT A.N 
ESTA~LISBED GO VERNMENT , TIMERMAN CA N'T ANTI SHOULD NEVER BE 
REtEASEn . 

(5 . · .. TI M&JlMAN THE .. CAUSE CELEBRE : " I THEN '.POI.D CAMPS I T WAS · 
B"EYONJJ MY: COMPREHENS I ON OF ROW AND INTI1LIGENT .AND SOPRISTICATED 
COU~TRY Ll t E ARGENTINA COULD ASSUME AN IMPORTANT ROLl IN THE . 
~\. . 
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J 0 ~~ I VIL ... I ZED WORLD \iREN K:ET GOVERNI1SNT Oli'FI CIAI, S 'iERE FOREVER 
1 'J'3LL1·NG ME NO QHARGE~h.EXISTED AGAINST 'f iM ERM.A N BECAUSE GOA 

COULDN ' T PROV'E ~NYTH ! NG AGAI NST RIM .. C ~NPS WOU.LD RE:BUT BY · 
ST ATING PROOF EXI~T.E.D •. 'flt1ERM!N\Jltll-~Nll..!J! NCE~ ARGENTI NES BY 
EI S SUBV ERSIVE 't/Rl TI NGS . ! . 'Til'EN SUGGES :.t·ED TO 'C!MPS- \i i 'l'H · 
TONGUE IN CHFEK--HE WA S A PATRIOTIC PEBSON. I EXPLAI~ED 
IT WAS HIS DUTY TO CO NSI.ilER. TRE WEL]'AR'E OF ·THE WHO LE NATION 
dND NOT ONLY MILITARY COLLEAGUES: I TOLD HI M IN MY EXPERI~NC E 
I N TRAVELLING THR OUGHOUT TRE NAT I ON OF ARGENTI NA THE GEN ERAL 
POFUT,AC E CAR:KD J. ESS Tl!.A.N 0 NE IOTA ABOUT TI MERMAN ' S FA.TE . I 
~'OLD ElM I FOUN D ARGENTINES I ND IFF.EREN 'f TO 'rlMERMA.N •. , .THElU~FORE , 
HOW COULD IT TU! POSSIDL.E THAT ·ONE S·COUNDR'EL- -- AS FIE C.I},LL'ED · 
~IMIRMAN--COULD BE PERMI TTED ~~~IVI DIS COUNTRY SUCH A 
HORRIBLE IMAGE ABROlD . I TOLD ~XI~. ONE PERSON WAS NOT WORTH 
SAC:R IFlC I NG THE W:ELFAR.E OF 26 Ml!,'tl ON ARGENTINES . ·.! 'rOLD HI M l3T . . . 
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Carlos Washington PASTOR 
(Phonetic : pahsTOR } 

Minister of Fore ig n 
Affairs and Worship 
{since November 1978 ) 

Add res s ed as : 
Mr . Minister 

Retired Air Force 
Ma j . Gen . Carlos ·Pastor 
became Foreign Minis t er 
when his predecessor 
resigned in a dispute 
wi th President J orge 
Videla . Pastor is in 
tune with Videla ' s for

ARGENTINA 

eign policy thinking and has been r espon sive to 
the President ' s wishes . The Buenos Aires BePald 
has reported that Pastor feels strongly about the 
"anti-Argentine campaign" from a.broad on the human 
rights problem and that he favors improving Argen
tina ' s relations with South Africa . Pastor has 
been friendly toward the United States , and wh ile 
on active duty with the Air Force he urged us
Arg e ntine cooperation on · scientific projects . US 
military officials in Argentina described Pastor 
i n 1968 as astute , h a r d working and conscientious 
and as one of the best generals in the Air Force . 
More recently, a US Embass y official has said t hat 
h e is an affable man who lacks sparkle and who 
does not give the impression of knowing what t he 
Foreign Ministry i s all about . Ill 

Pastor received his Air Force commission in 
1945, after having graduated from t he National 
Mili tary College and t he Military Aviation School . 
He was a member of the Argentine Air Mission in 
the Un ited States f r om 1956 to 1957 . During the 
1960s he served as secretary general of the 
Aeronautics Secretariat, vice chief of sta ff for 
plans , ch i ef o f plans, and di r ector of Air Force 
personnel in t he Air Operat ions Command . Because 
he was strongl y ant i - Peronist, when fo rmer Pre si 
den t {1943- 55 ) Juan Per6n ret ur ned to powe r in 
1973 , Pasto r was repl aced wi tho ut being given a 
new assignment and was thus forced to ret ire . He 
remained out of pub l ic life f or the next five years . 

. Pastor , who wi ll be 55 o n 4 July, is married 
t he sis ter of President Videla's wi fe . He has 
1 t wo chi ld ren . He spe a ks Italian . Ill 
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Orlando Ramon AGOSTI Echenique 
(Phonetic : ahGOstee) 

Member, Ruling Junta 
(since March 1976) 

Addressed as: 
General Agosti 

Commander in Chief 
of the Air Force since 
December 1975, Brig .. Gen . 
Orlando Agosti became a 
member of the three- man 
military junta after the 
coup that overthrew 
President Marfa de Peron ' s 
government on 24 March 
1976. Agosti is a com-

ARGENTINA 

petent and professional military officer, but he 
does not seem comfortable in his role as a high 
ranking government official- -he woul d rather deal 
with strictly military matters than with af£airs 
of state . The junior member of the j unta, Agosti 
is also the least assertive . 

Agosti has enjoyed a long personal relation
ship with President Jorge Videla. Reared in the 
same small town in Buenos Aires Province and 
friends since childhood, the two men were both 
assigned to Washington, D.C . , in the early 1960s . 
Agosti, however , favors a more conservative ap
proach to governing Argentina than does Videla , 
and for this reason he appears to be more closely 
allied with the third member of the j unta, Adm . 
Emilio Massera. 

Agosti is favorably disposed toward the 
United States . US officials find him approachable 
and willing to discuss US- Argentine military 
relation s , but he avoids more controversial topics 
(such as the human rights issue) . He is not 
easily swayed from his convictions a nd becomes 
defensive when he feels his country is being 
attacked un j ustly. 

Agosti behaves with an air of importance but 
not affectation . He responds best to honesty and 
.candor . He is a golfing enthusiast . He speaks 
moderately good English . Agosti, 53, is married 
and has a son and a daughter . 
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Emil i o Edua rdo MASSERA Padula 
{Phonetic : maSEHra ) 

Commander in .Chief of the 
Navy ; Member; Ruling Junta 

Addressed as : 
Admiral Massera 

Adm . Emi l io Massera 
has been Commander in Chief 
of the Navy since 1973 . 
As such , he is one 6£ the 
triumvirate of armed forces 
commanders who compose th e 
mili ta ry junta that has 
governed Argentina since 
March 1976 . As the most 
senior of the three service 
chiefs , Ma sse ra presides 

ARG ENT INA 

over the junta • s meetings , although he is not its 
President . 

The most politically ambitious of th e j unta •s 
members , Massera has engaged in political maneu
verings and support- building efforts--pres umably 
with an eye to seeking the Presidency for himself as 
a civilian , should elections be called in the next 
few years . Such moves have generated problems for 
President Jorge Videla : Massera has aligned himse lf 
with the more conservative , hard~line eleme nts 
within the armed forces who are dissatisfied with 
Videla • s moderate approach to governing . 

Massera is friendly toward the United States . 
He served in this country as an adviser to the 
Inte r-American Defense Board during 1963-64 , and he 
was later a stude nt at the Inter-American Defense 
College . His latest visit to this country was in 
February 19 75 , when he met with the US Chie f of 
Nava l Operations and received the Legion of Merit 
medal . 

Massera , 52 , is an intelligent , compe t e n t and 
professional officer . He has a strong , for ceful 
personality , an excellent sense of humor, and an 
easy and articula te conversat ional manner . He likes 
to read, a nd he enjoys yachting , skindivi ng and 
horseracing . Massera is married to the former Delia 
Es t her Vieyra and has two sons . He speaks limited 
French and English . 
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ARGENTI::'-iA Jose Alfredo MARTINEZ DE HOZ, Jr. 

Minister of Economy 

A prominent businessman and 
attorney, Jose Mart[nez de Hoz (pro
nOlmced marTEEness day OHS) be
came M in istcr of Eco nomy in !v1arch 
1976, Hfter a mil itary coup that over
threw the gove rnment of President 
Ma rla de Per6n. He is a wealthy 
bus inessman wbo has not held public 
office since 1963, when he served 
briefly in the position he holds today. 
One of the two civilians in the nine
man Cabinet, Martinez de Hoz is also 
one of the most influential members of 
the government; he has the full sup
port of President Jorge Videla. Mar-

.): 

(J 916) 

tinez de Hoz is an intelligent, hardworking and conscientious professional. He 
is a good listener and seems willing to hear other viewpoints, although his own 
are colored by his background as a memher of one of Argentina's leading 
families. The cu rrent military leaders consider him to be apolitical, but he 
considers himself to be a political comt>rvative; during the 1972-73 
presidential election he headed the small, conservative centrist Partido 
Fcderalista de Centro. In October 1975 it was said that iviartinez de Hoz was 
a member of one of S(~veral civilian groups that were working to bring about 
some type of military intervention in the Pcronist government, though he did 
not necessari ly favor a direct takeover. 

The Economy Unde r Martinez De Hoz 

Referred to in Argen tine terms as an econom'ic liberal, Martinez de B.oz 
fa.vors a priva te-enterprise, market-oriented economy. He advoca tes " relaxed" 
governmen t participation and supervision in all economic activiti es. Martinez 
de Hoz stresses agricultural devPlopment. H is policies are grow th-oriented ; 
during 1976 he emphasized the expansion of meat and grain exports, with 
export diversification to come at a later date. H is program encourages private 
domestic and foreign investment. 

Faced with an economic crisis of monumental proportions at the time of 
h is appointment, Martinez de Hoz has gradually l>rcn implementing a tough 
stabilization program . Restraints on wag~~s and cuts in government spending 
achieved remarkable !>Uccess in bringing inflation under control : The rnouthly 

·inflation rate dropped from 38% in March 1976 to l!•ss than 3% in Jun<:, and 
although it bas risen si nce then. it is still well below tht! March rat:.:. Real 
,.,,age~~ have declined drastically, however, produc:ing Jr, bor restlessness. 

- CR 77- 10516 
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Martinez de Hoz has also had dramatic succcs~ in rcduciug the budget 
defi ci t and has s~aved off defaul t on Argentina's foreign debt. In 1976 he 
negotiated nearly US Sl bi!lion in C'IJmrncn:ial loans from financial 
institutions in. the United States, Canada and Western Europe and obtained 
$300 million from the International Monetary Fund. 

Committed to attracting foreign invest.ment, Martinez de Hoz has 
superv ised the d raft ing of a new and liberal foreign investment law. He has 
settl ed some long-stand ing disputes arising from na tionalization of some 
fore ign en terprises by previous gover:nments. 

Attitude Toward the United States 

Ma'rtlnez de Hoz Is a fr iend and adm irer of the United Sta tes. He is well 
and fa vorably kn own to US officials in Buenos Aires and Washington. In June 
H)76 be visited this cou ntry on a financial mission and met with then 
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and with then Secretary of the Treasury 
Will iam Simon, whom he had met prev ious ly a t the meeting of the Inter
American Deve lc:Jment Bank in Cancun, Mexico, in May. 

An Early Achiever 

Jose Alfredo Martinez de Hoz, Jr., "vas born into a weal thy ranching 
family in Buenos Aires on 13 August 1925. An excellent scholar, he gradua ted 
in 1949 from the School of Law and Social Sciences at the University of 
Buenos Aires with the best grades in the department. In 195?.. he attended a 
cou rse in English Common Law fo r fo reign attorneys a t Cambridge 
Un iversity. 

Entering pub lic life in 1956, Martinez de Hoz was appointed minister of 
economy, fina nce and publ ic work:; in Salta Province. During 1957-.58 he was 
presiden t of the influentia l National Cra in I3oa rd. During the earl y 1960's 
Martinez de Hoz served as an ad viser to the Min ister of Economy; in 1962 he 
became Secretary of Sta te fo r Agricu ltu re and Lives tock; and in 1963 he 
served briefly as Min ister of Economy. He has also Uw ght from ti me to time 
at the Un iversity of La Pla ta. 

Since 1964 Martinez de Hoz has been involved primari ly in business 
activities. He has held such posit ions as : president of the Petrosur fertilizer 
companr; board chairman of Indmt ria Argentina de Accrcs, S.A., a steel 
manufacturing complex; hoard member of Cornpatiia Halo Argentina de 
Electricidad, S.A.; and member of the Latin American Advisory Board of 
Westinghouse Electric Company. During 1964-67 he also served as president 
of the Argentine sector of the Inter-American Council of Commerce and 
Production. 
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Personal D ata 

Energetic and at times intense, the Minister is honest and stra igh tfor
ward. He ha~ an attractive and unassuming manner and is an excellent public 
speaker. He speaks fluent English in addition to his native Spanish. 

Martinez de Hoz is married to the former Elvira Bullrich and has three 
children. 
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Jos~ Alfredo MARTINEZ DE HOZ 
(Phonet~c : mar TEEnehs day ohs) 

Ministe r of Economy 
{since Ma rch 1976) 

Addressed as : 
Mr . Minister 

A prominent business 
man and attorney, Jose 
Martinez de Hoz is the 
architect of the military 
government 's e conomic 
a usterity program . One 
of the most influential 
members of the government , 
he e x e rcises complete 
control over the economy 

ARGENTINA 

and has the full support of President Jorge Videla . 
Martinez de Hoz i~ a strong advocate of a private 
enterprise , market- oriented economy . Intelligent 
and hard working , he is a conscientious profes s ional . 
He is a good listener and is willing to hear other 
viewpoints--his own opinions are often colored by 
his background as a member o f one of Argentina's 
leading famil ies . 

Faced with a n economic crisis of monumental 
proportions at the time of hiS appointment , Martinez 
de Hoz has gradually been impleme nting a tough 
stabilization program . Restraints on wages and cuts 
in government spending have achieved remarkable 
success in reducing inflation . While given high 
marks as a "pure economist ," the Minister has been 
c riticized for lacking sensitivity to political 
realities and fail ing to adequately consider the 
social cost of the austerity measures . He is a 
strong proponent of foreign investment and is knowl
edgeable about and stresses agricultural develop
ment . Martinez de Hoz is a friend and admirer of 
the United States . He is well and favorably known 
to US officials and businessmen in Buenos Aires 
and Washington . 

~nergetic and at times intense, Martinez de Ho z, 
51 , ~s honest and straightforward . He has an at 
tractive and unassuming manner and is a n e xcellent 
publ~c speaker . He speaks fluent English . He is 
marrled and has thre e children . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Mo s t of the La t in American chi e f s of s tate 
wi l l se iz e the opportunity of next week' s bi
lateral discuss ions to speak forcefully a nd 
candidly on a number of iss ues . The so uth ern 
co ne leaders- -Argentina and Chile, espec ial ly -
will be quick to point out that they do not 
be li eve they are be in g given cred it in Washington 
for the progress they have mad e on the hum an r i ghts 
fron t dur i ng the pas t year. These leaders will 
be s omew hat s trident in proclaimi ng that they 
have bee n engaged in a virtual civil wa r with 
l efti s t ext remists and will pl ead for the US to 
be "und ersta ndi ng" and "realist i c" in pursuing 
it s huma n r ig hts po li cies . 
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President Jorge Rafael V IDE LA 
(phonet ic: veeDEHia) 

4 
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ARGENTINA 

President Jo r ge Rafael VIDELA {pronounced 
veeDEHla), a pol itical moderate, has success 
fully held of f elements wi thin the Argentine 
military who ha ve ur ged a more vigorous attack 
agai nst s ubversives. Videla-- sophisticated, 
urbane, bu t overly methodic al --i s acutely awa r e 
that human rights violations have occ urred s i nce 
the Ma r ch 1976 coup that deposed the go ve rnment 
of Pre s ident Per on . In r ece nt months , excesses 
aga in st the te rro r ists have diminished, but i l 
legal act i vitie s not sanctioned by the go ver n
ment cont inu e to occ ur . Th e r eg im e is no w 
try ing to bring these actio ns un der co ntrol . 

Pres i de nt Videla appear s to be si ncere in 
hi s e ff orts to remove the human ri ghts pr oblem 
as an issue of contention with the US. He does, 
however , have to contend with a belief among 
the mil itary as a whole that Argentine society 
was on the brink of destruction at th e hands 
of leftist insu rgents. Often referred to as 

He 
man. 

The son of an infantr y colonel, Vi de la 
ro se t hrou g h the ra nks to become comm~ 

1 1975 . ........ 
Vid ela 1s very 

po tea d, mes appears timid , 
seems a lway s to ha ve a big smile and a ready 
hands ha ke . Vi de la does not lik e to hear off
color s tories an d does not like to di scuss his 
job , the in fan try , or his chil dren. He spea ks 
English poorly . 

5 
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Although Videla is chief of state, the 

supreme govern ing authority belongs to a 
three-man mi litary junta representing the 
three se rvices. Videla, as the army's rep
resentative, is the most powerful member of 
the triumvi rate; the two other service chiefs 
are Navy Comma nder Admiral Emilio Massera and 
Air Force Chie f Brigadier General Orlando 
Agosti. 

Videla has not proved to be a st rong and 
dynamic President. Hi s s t y l e is to proceed 
cautiously and avoid conf r ontat i on s if po s
sible. The President has bee n criticized both 
for his lack of assertive ness and for his ad
ministrat iv e fai l ure to central i ze authority. 
There are no ind i cat io ns of a n immediate 
threat to hi s gover nment, but conservative 
elements with i n the armed forces are not 
plea se d with his moderate, go - s l ow approach. 

Partly because of differences of opinion, 
but primarily because Videla has not given an 
appearance of being firm ly in command , s ince 
late 19 76, there has been considera ble inter
se rvice rivalry and resulting tension within 
the ju nta and the government. Admiral Massera , 
the mos t politically ambitious and astute of 
the triu mv i rate, was quick to challenge Videla's 
authority and has been a disruptive influence 
within the executive branch . 

Since the March 1976 coup, Videla' s gover n 
ment has had consi derable success in control l ing 
l eftist ter r orism a nd re vi v i ng the a i l in g economy . 
Grave prob l ems remain, however, in both o f these 
priority areas . 

With Vide l a ' s st r ong backing, Mini ste r of 
Eco nomy Jose Mart i nez de Hoz has had s ignifi
ca nt s uccess in rev i ving the economy. The 
inflation rate, which was nearly 400 percent 
during the fir st half of 1976, was down to litt le 
more than 100 percent in the second half, without 
a sharp rise in un emp loymen t. Because of the 
Videla government's high degree of political 
credibility at the time of the coup, $1 billion 
was a vailable in foreign loans to alleviate a 
se vere balance-of-payments crisis. The exchange 
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-
rate was adjusted to maintain export competit ive
ness, foreign exchange reserve s were replenished, 
and a s ignifican t trade surplus rep laced the 
large deficit o f 1975. 

Argentina still has a fiscal deficit, a nd 
Videla has been personally criticized for fail
; ng t o decrease the S\'IOll en public payroll. A 
more immediate concern, howev e r, i s the grow -
ing r es tiven ess of labor, which i s paying through 
a decline in real wages for the governm e nt's 
s tabilization program. 

In bilateral discussions, Vid e la will 
stress that th e human right s s i tuation in 
Argentina is beginning to improve. He prob
ably will sta te that Argentina's democratic 
in s titutions were in jeopardy and that a 
hea vy hand was necessary to correct this sit
uation. Videla probably will recall the 
recent visits of Human Rights Coordinator 
Derien and Assistant Secretary Tedman and t he 
fact that they were ab l e to t alk to a wide 
spectrum of Argentines . He wil l a l so note 
that the Argent in e milit ary has no preten
sions of r emaining in power indefinit e ly. 

Another issue that he may bring up i s 
Argentina's problem with US for eign milit a ry 
sa l es assistance. The government's deci s ion 
on 31 August to cancel participa tion in the 
UNITA S XVIII f l eet exercise no dou bt reflects 
in large part dismay over US policies, 
particularly th e prov i sions of the Humphrey-Kennedy 
ame nd me nt denying a l l military cooperation 
after 30 September 1978. Government officials 
are also up set over interruptio ns in the flow 
of spa re parts for equipme nt already purchased, 
the c lo s ing of t he US military group in Ar gentina 
while one r ema in s in Brazil, and the con-
ditions i mposed on the prospective Arg en-
ti ne purchase of he lico pters. 

Domestic politics also enter into the 
UNITAS decision. Vi_dela has been under severe 
criticism from _milit ary hard - l in ers for being 
too accommodat1ng to rec en t US official visitors. 
The hard-liners' arguments questioned Videla's 
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pre s tige and linked the UN ITAS - US arms policies 
i ssu e with Argen tine nationalism and pride . 
Timing of the announcement probably i s de 
liberate l y related to t he President's US tri p . 
Ca nc e l lat ion after the v i sit would have been 
viewed as an admission that the tr i p was a 
failure and inaction seen as another example 
of ac commo dation . 

8 ... 
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N- S, 5 

Signi fican t Intelligence : 

Argentina : Ambassador Castro reported on a meeting with 
Foreign Ministry officials after his return from c onsul
tations in whic h they continued to take a pessimistic 
view of US relations . He comments that it is still 
apparent t hat President Vide l a and Genera l Viola are 
not l etting the Fore i gn Office know of their contacts 
with the .E:mbassy . -+e+-
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Jorge Antonio AJA ESPIL 
(Phonetic : AHha ehsPEEL) 

ARGENTINA~ 

Ambassador to the United 
S~ates (since January 1977) 

Addressed as: 
Mr. Ambassador 

An attorney and 
diplomat , Jorge Antonio 
Aja Espil is a friend and 
relative by marriage of 
President Jorge Videla. 
He enjoys the President's 
support but probably does 
not have much influence 
in the relatively closed, 
military-dominated govern
ment . The Ambassador has 
been described as tough, 
efficient and sometimes inflexible and has impressed 
US officials as sharp, intelligent and well informed . 
Little known before his current appointment , he ex
pressed enthusiasm for the new assignment . 

Aja Espil is the second Ambassador n amed to 
Washington by the military junta. Like his pre
decessor, who resigned after only 3 months , he has 
to deal with considerable criticism as a result of 
his government's poor human rights record . He 
recognizes the deterioration in US-Argentine 
relations over the human rights issue and is 
undoubtedly concerned about it, but he has not 
taken a strong stand on the matter. Much of his 
time as Ambassador is taken up by the une nviable 
task of e xplaining human rights problems, and he 
tries to defend his government as best he can. 
Aja Espil served for a number of years with the 
Advisory Committee on Human Rights of the National 
Commission for UNESCO , and he has a dispassionate 
and legalistic approach to problems--an attribute 
that probably is advantageous to him as Ambassador. 

The 56-year-old Aja Espil has served both 
military and civilian governments. His last 
Foreign Ministry post was that of Ambassador to 
Colombia (1971-73). Aja Espil speaks some English . 
Married, he has two grown children. 
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9 Hay 1977 

SUBJECT: Counterterrorism in the Southern Cone 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
l 

The sec~rity forces of Argentina, Bol ivia , Brazil, Chile, ~araguay. 
and Uruguay have for some time engaged in a fonna1 i zed exchange of 
information on leftist terrorists . Moreover, these gover r.ments jointly 
c~rry out operations against subver sives on each other's soil. This 
effort , dubbed "Operation Condor", is not pub1i c1y known. One aspect of 
the program involving Chile, Uruguay , and Argentina envisages i l lega l 
operations outside Latin Ameri ca against exiled terrorists, pa r ticul ar ly 
in Europe . Because the existence of Condor is kn.Q_wn . .to . foreism security 
services, such activities have so far been frustrated . The extent of 
cooperat ion i n Condor is unusual in Latin America, even though the exchange 
of intelligence informat i cn.by governments facing a common prcblem is a 
routine pract i ce throughou t the world. i 

The military- controlled governments ·of the Southern Cone alI consider 
themselves t argets of international M.! r xism. Having endured re:~l a nd 
perceived threats from leftist terror ists , these governments t2li ~ve that 
th~ very founda ti ons of their societies arethreatened .. In m.ost cases, 
government leaders seek to be selective in the pursuit a~d apprehensi on of 
suspected s ubvers fves, b~t cont rol over security forces gene r i\1ly is not 
tight enough to prevent innocents from being harmed or mistre~t~~ 
Cultural and historic2l developments in the region go a l ong way tcwa rd 
explaining, if not justifying, the often harsh methods. In Hispanic l a1·1 , 
for. instance, a suspect i s presumed guilty until proven innocent . In 
addition, most Latin A;1erican constitutions have pr-ovi s ion s f or states 
of seige or other emer0ency clauses which greatly increase the governm~nts ' 
powers of arrest, detention , Jn~ censorship . 

i 
I 

There i s a long history of bil a t eral efforts to control s~bv2rsion 
in the Sou t hern Cone countr ies. The reg ional appr oach eventual l y formal ized 
in Condor , however , oPpdrently wa s endor·sed i n early .1974 when secur ity 
offi ci als f rom all of the member countries, except Brazi l, agreed to 
establi sh lioison channels and to facilitate the movement of secur i ty 
officers on government business f r om one country to the other; · · 

· Among the initial aims of Condor was the exchange of i nformation on 
the Revo lutionary Coordinating Junta (JCR), an organization believed to 
consist of. representatbes of terroris t groups from Bolivia, Uru guay, 
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Chile, ArgPntind, 2nd P~raguay. The JCR coordi ~~te~ ~ctivities 
nnd provides propJ).'lnda end logis t i cal support fer i ! s member~: . Thf' ,) IJnt a 
has rep resenta ti ves in Europe , and they are believed t o have been invol ve-d 
i n the assa ssi na t ions in Paris of the Bo li vian ambassador to France l ast 
f1ay and an Urugua~;an mil itary attache i n 1974. The attache had been 
i nvolved i n the succe ssful campaign to suppress Ur uguay's terrorist Tupa~aro s. 
a member gr oup of JCR . i 

Condor's overa1T campaign against subvers i on reportedly .,.,as inten
s ified l ast summer 1vhen members gathered i n Santiago t o organ ize mo re 
detailed, long-range plans. Decisions included: 

The development of a basic computerized data bank in 
San·tiago. All members will contribute information on 
known or suspected terrorists. 

Brazil ag reed to provide ·gear for "Condortel'' ··- t he 
group's communications network. 

The basic mis s ion of Condor teams to be sent overseas r eportedly was 
"to liquidate" t op- leve l terrorist leaders. Non-terrorists ~ l so were 
reportedl y candidat~s for assassination; Uruguayan oppositi ci8 politician 
Wilson Ferreira, i f he should travel to Europe. and some l ead~ r s of 
/l.mnest.r Internat.ion •·;P re tr.e ntioned as t a r ge ts. Ferre ira may hi'l'.'e heen 
r er.:oved from the 1 ist , however, because he is conside red to h .1v~ good 
con t acts among US c:on~;res5;;Jen . A training course •t~as held in f1uenos Aires 
for the team headin9 o•1erseas. Mo r e recently Condon leaders 1•1ere con
s idering the di spatch of a team to London -- disguised as businessmen - -
to monito r "s uspic ious activity" in Europe. Anotj]er proposal under study 
included the collecti(tn of material on the membership, loca t~on, 2nd 
politi cal acti vi t ies of human rights groups in order to identify and expose 
their sociulist and l·larxist connections . Similar data reportr.dly are to 
be coll ect ed on church and third-world groups. 

Evidence, although not conclusive, indicates tha t cooperation among 
security forces in the Sou thern Cone extends beyond legal methods . last 
Hay, for example, c.:r;;:ed men r dn::>acked the offices of t he Argentine Catholic 
Commission on Irr.mior~tion and stol e records containina i nform.Hion on 
thousands of refu~1ees Jnd ir.lTTi i gr ants. The Ar gentine police did not 
investigate t he cri r.e --a signal that latin refugees , princ i pally from 
Ch i le 2nd Uruguay were no lange. welcome. A mon th l ate r . 24 Chilean and 
lh·uguay refu gees , m3ny of v1hom 1vere t he subjects of commissi on files, were 
kidnapped and tortured . After their re leas e , some of the r ef11gees insisted 
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their interro0.1tors \·i'?re security officers from Ch i le Dn c! Urug uay. 1\ 
numb~r of UruquJ\i<1:1S \'Jere held in Buenos Ai res last swr.m>?r for t.,.m weeks 
and th~n fl o,.,r, to 1-:ontcvideo i n an Uruguayan plane. Uruguayan mi litary 
officers offe red to spctre them their 1 i ves if they wou 1 d r19n.:e to a ll ov1 
themselves to be 'captured '' by authorities -- as if they were an armed 
group attempting to invade the country. Moreover, b-10 nrominent political 
exiles in .l'1rgenti na here killed under mysterious circumstances. 

Condor also is engaged in non-violent activities, including 
psychological ·,;a rfare and a pr opaganda campaign. These programs heavily 
use the nedio to pu bli cize crimes .and atrocities committed by terrorists. 
By appealing to national pride and the national conscience, these programs 
aim to secure· the support of the citizenry i n the hope t hey 1"ill report 
anything out of the ordinary in their neighborhoods. Propaganda campai~ns 
are constructed so that one member country publ ishes info rmation useful t o 
another -- Hithout revealing that the beneficiary was in foct the source. 
For example, Bo l ivia and Argentina reportedly are plann ing to launch a 
campaign against the Catholic Church and other religious qroups that 
allegedly support leftist movements~ Bolivia will col lect information on 
the groups and then send i t to Argentina for publication. 

The Condor communications system J,.JSes 
Member countrie s communicate via radio and 
an open channe l 

voice 

ecur ty at on or s operat ons center 
n Buenos Aires, and compartmentation has been. increas.ed. In addition. 

once a Condor member has declined to participate in an operation, he · ;~ 
exc l uded from ull f tn-ther details of that p 

Bolivi 
y not be 

Outside the Condor umbrella, bilateral cooperation between other 
security organi zations i n the region also is stron-g . · For·-example, 
intel l igence organ i zations in Argenti na , Uruguay, and Chile work together 
close 1 Y. Each security organization assigns advisers to the other countri~: 
primarily to identify subversives in exi le. 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

National Foreign Assessment Center 
6 November 1978 

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM 

SOUTHERN CONE PERCEPTIONS OF US POLICIES 

Summary 

!89 
-~....-:-··- · 

The Southern Cone governments of Argentina , Brazil, 
Chile , Paraguay, and Uruguay have a somewhat cynical view 
of US policies toward Latin America. Their perspective 
is shaped by the conviction that Washington's preoccu
pation since the mid 1960s with other par ts of the world 
has left the US out of touch with Latin American re
alities . They view US policy toward their region as 
inconsistent , incohe rent, and unreasonably punitive . 
There is a strong feeling that in the broader arena the 
US has been outmaneuvered by the Soviets and is losing 
its ability to lead the West . 

This memor andum was prepared by the Latin America 
Division of the Office of Regional and Political Analysi s . 
It was req~C~t .... r .... 
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Many of the differences between the US and the 

Sout~ern Cone nations have historical origins . At the 
present time , however, each country in the area has 
specific grievances agai nst the US , with the most common 
problem being human rights . The military leaders of the 
region believe that security against leftist terrorism 
and international Communism takes precedence over personal 
well-being and individual freedom . Most of these leaders 
are convinced that intervention by the military prevented 
a leftist takeover . They tend to identify economic de
velopment and a slow , incremental approach toward demo
cratic processes as the requisite therapy for accumul ated 
national weaknesses. For the countries that have ex
perienced a struggle against terrorism, the fight for 
national survival has been very real . All of the Southern 
Cone countries are obsessed with the threat of subversion, 
and herein l i es the basic conflict with US human rights 
policies . 

The Southern Cone governments bitterly resent their 
poor image in the world press and in international forums , 
where their military leaders are commonly described as 
"totalitarian" and "fascist . " Government spokesmen often 
complain that exi led Communists and terrorists are allowed 
to criticize openly without rebuttal . One Brazilian 
official lamented two years ago to US Embassy officers 
t hat the Israelis were praised for staging a raid into 
Uganda against terrori sts , while counterterrorist ac
tivities in Brazil were denounced by the US press . 

Leaders in the Southern Cone believe that investi
gations by unofficial and official organizations such as 
Amnesty International and the UN Commission on Human 
Rights are overzealous and misguided, and that US policy
makers accept these f indings uncritically . They deplore 
the United States' selective attention to Latin America 
while it ignores human rights violations in Communis t 
countries . 

This does not mean that US human rights policy has 
had a completely negative impact on the area . On the 
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contrary , police and military officials in these countries 
are now sensitize d t o human rights considerations . Every 
chie f of state i n the area claims to h ave made c lear to 
his subordinates that torture and arbitrary arrest will 
no longer be tolerated . All of these coun t ries have 
shown gene ral improvement during the past year in their 
treatment of prisone rs. 

From their perspective, however, these improvements 
go unacknowledged by Washington, and moreover, the torrent 
of criticism, adversary treatment , and antagonistic us 
legislation has continued . Their conclusion is that the 
US is playing a game with them-using human rights as a 
way to dic tate ' the timetable and ultimate shape of the 
political mode the US wants them to adopt . If , indeed , 
return to "democratic government " is t he real issue , 
their answer is that competitive politics is not possible 
in the near future . This stand wil l not be negotiable 
until the various military regimes are convinced that 
they have established economic progress and ensured the 
perma nence of political changes they have b r ought about . 
Continued US pressure to speed up the process will pro
bably only increase the bitterness and recrimination . 

Public Views of us Pol·icies 

It i s much more difficult to get an accurate reading 
of public reaction to US human rights policy. Most · 
citizens seem to support the military governments ; the 
rest are either unconcerned with politics or belong to a 
declared opposition . The Chilean Government probably 
enjoys the greatest backing in the Southern Cone ; the 
plebiscite vote held there earlier this year, even though 
rigged to a certain extent , is a good indication of this 
s upport . 

Judging from newspaper commentary and personal 
conversations , US human rights policy has had little 
impact on the general populace . Some political g roups 
that have long opposed the various governments and other 
groups represent ing civil and human rights causes have 
used the policy to air their own specific grievances . 

- 3 -
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Libera l clergy have also cited the policy as being similar 
to their own programs . 

Argentina 

The human rights issue is the major point of con
tention between Argentina and the US. Senior Argentine 
o f ficials view human rights abuses as an unfortunate but 
inevitable consequence of their efforts to eradicate . 
leftist terrorism. Under these circumstances, they 
resent attempts by f o rei gn critics to portray the 
Argentine Government as an oppressive dictatorship . 
Current US policy is perceived by the Argentines as a 
sign that the US consider s good bilateral relations to be 
expendable . They believe that this policy is selective 
and biased agains t Argentina, that they are marked for 
"punishment" regardless of their internal problems. 
Seeing themselves as victims o f a conspiracy, they often 
say that i f the US understood the terrorist problem , it 
would also understand the government ' s tough measures . 

Now that the terrorist threat seems to be abating, 
the government i s attempting to wind down its massive 
securi ty operations and exert tighter controls over 
police and military units . I t has ordered the release of 
many prisoners to the custody of their relatives during 
daylight hours . The Interior Minister has warne d police 
chiefs to stop bullying the public and restore normal 
procedures , and the government has strengthened require
ments for proper police i dent i fication . In an effort to 
appease ·its critics , the government has published several 
·lists of those arrested or under detention and is making 
a concerted effort to locate mi ssing persons . The I nte r
American Human Rights Commi ttee has been invited to v i sit 
the country , possibl y b e t ween March and May 1 979 . 

The basic problem , as far as the Argentines are 
concerned, is that their efforts to deal with the human 
rights issue have not been noted by Washington . The 
Argent ine Government is discouraged by the reduction of 
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foreign military sales , the reduction in the size of the 
US mi l itary mission , the nonappropriation of training 
funds , and the lack of authorization for Argentina to 
pay for military training in the US . Buenos Aires has 
been concerned about the recen tly implemented Humphrey
Kennedy amendment that prohibits foreign military pur
chases, export licenses, and training . The State De
partment's recent decision to authorize a small military 
training contract for noncombatants al leviated some of 
the tension , but Senator Kennedy's letter to President 
Carter protesting the decision is sure to rankle Buenos 
Aires . 

Another problem is the Argentine p lan for an "ex
ssing plant , ~ 

The decisio~ 
to curb the spread of pro

liferation-prone facilities . Argentina steadfastly 
refuses to sign the nuc l ear nonprol iferation treaty , 
contending that it discriminates against countries with
out nuclear weapons . Admiral Raul Castro Madero , the 
head of Argentina ' s Nuclear Commission , says that all 
countries will have to use reprocessing in the future and 
the US will have to relent in its current policy . Mean
while, Argentina wants to have the technology so it can 
independently dec ide whether or not to reprocess . 

The Argentines are also concerned about Cuban-Soviet 
expansion in Africa and cite US inactivity as "Western 
weakness ." They have recently discussed taking a more 
active role i n the nonaligned movement to counter Cuban 
activities . The hardline a ttitude is taken by Army 
Ge neral Agosti, who commented earlier this year that 
Argentina's " armed forces wiped out a Marxist bridgehead 
without anybody ' s help or advice " and that something 
should be done about Africa . 

There recently was an emotional outpouring i n Buenos 
Aires against the US over the Export-Import Bank decision 
not to finance equipment exports for the Yacreta Dam 
project . The Export-Import Bank ' s change of mind on this 
issue has lessened the hue and cry , but many military men 
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think that the financing turnaround is somehow linked to 
the visit by the Inter-Ameri can Human Rights Commission . 
Linking the Export-Import Bank financing with other 
problems with the US , many Argentine l eaders seem de
termined to begin redirecting their country ' s foreign 
policy . Foreign Min i ster Montes, for example , played up 
Argentina ' s potential as a nuc lear supplier during his 
recent trip to Eastern Europe . Military officers , 
meanwhile , have hinted that t hey are thinking of a bro
gating the Rio defense pact and expelling the US military 
group . 

Brazil 

Brazi l ' s foreign policy reflects its very real great 
power asp i rations . It wants to develop new markets ' and 
to expand e xisting ones for Brazilian exports , and it is 
working to achieve a nd demonstrate independen ce of the US 
in foreign affairs . These are not new attitudes , but 
resentment of US human rights and nuclear prol iferation 
policies has hei ghtened Brazilia n sensitivities and 
evoked dramatic reactions such as Brasilia ' s severance 
last year of military t ies with Washi ngton . 

Brazil is particularly concerned over the US pos ition 
on human rights , which it a ttacks as an unwarranted in
trusion into Brazil ' s domestic affairs . This truculence 
masks a very real fear that the US , deliberately or not , 
will encourage civilian dissent and increase domestic 
demands for basic changes . While President Geise l and 
President-elect Figueiredo s eem to favor gradu a l libe ral
ization , t hey do not want the pace to be pushed by social 
forces . Neverthe less , the governme nt has now f ormally 
ended press c ensorship and commi tted itself to restoring 
habeas corpus in many political and national security 
cases and she lving the decree l aw that gives the regime 
sweeping dictat o rial powers. 

Brazilian officials a r e also acutely concerned that 
the country ' s economic we l l-being is still fragile and 
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vulnerable to outside forces . Thus , the Brazi lians tend 
to view certain US trade pos i tions- - such as counter
vailing duti es- -as harmful to their development drive , 
fueled as it is by ever-expanding e xports . This is 
especially true this year because poor agricultural 
performance has forc ed the government to concentrate on 
a lleviating t he bal anc e of payments p rob lem by promoting 
more exports of · manufactured goods to developed nations . 
One observer has noted that the intense focus on rapid 
modernization tends to l ead Brazilian policymakers to 
perceive almost all ·foreign policy conflicts as potenti
ally threatening to b asic Brazilian interests . 

The Brazi lians view US nuclear nonproliferation 
concerns in a similar context , often saying that US 
opposition to the Brazil-West Ger man nuclear accord is 
merely a vei l ed a ttempt to constrain Brazilian growth . 
They point out the critical importance to them of non
fossil fuel as a source of energy because of the high 
cost of imported o il. Argenti na ' s decision to develop 
reprocessing technology will almost certainly prompt 
Brazil to follow suit . 

Added to these specific p r oblems with the US is the 
growing opinion in Brazil that the US has los t or is 
losing its resolve and even some of its capacity as a 
world power . The sizable conservative sector in Brazil 
sees the US l imited in its capacity for action abroad by 
a n excess of permissiveness , an aura o f decadence , and 
the aftermath of its experience in Vietnam . The situ
ation in Afr ica is perceived as the best current example 
of this development. 

The US is viewed from a n environment in which there 
is a tradition of a very strong executive , with power 
wie l ded by an elite that dis trusts and fears the masses . 
At present the government is controlled and supported by 
a conservative military that is strongly anti-Communist 
and convinced that Brazil is a prime target of t h e inter
nati onal Communist movement . 

- 7 -
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The general populace is somewhat more sensitized to 

the issue of human rights than people in the rest of the 
Southern Cone becausi of the low incidence of terrorist 
activity in the coun ry and t he growing civil rights 
movement among the b ack population. The Brazilian 
church has a lso been a factor through its long champi
oning of the human rights c~use and its protests against 
government policies . Nevertheless , like other Latin 
American countries , Brazilians in general adhere to 
authoritarian , paternalistic cultural patterns and are 
much more toler ant of limitations on the individual tha n ' 
North Americans . In a recent conversation the c hief of 
the Brazilian National Intelligence Service rhetorically 
questioned which pos~d the g reater threat to Brazil--the 
US or the Soviet Union? The intelligence chief went on 
to wonder why the :us did not understand Brazil 's problems 
and why Washington would not assist a gradual move toward 
democratic government rather than engage in constant and 
unproductive criticism. 

Chile 

Chilean leaders have long been convinced that US 
policy on human rights has been aimed specifically at 
them . The Pinochet government is bewildered by this 
because it believes that it has made substantial progress 
in eliminating human rights violations, but it has yet to 
hear any ~comment f \'Vashington. President 
Pinochet 1111111111 is disappointed by the 
l ack of US recognition o roving situation in 
Chile . He believes that he is being criticized with the 
same intensity as before he tried to make improvements . 
The Chileans will be interested in the US vote on the UN 
Human Rights Committee ' s attempt to provide funds to 
"victims" of Chilean human rights violations . 

Among the human rights advances the Chileans cite 
are : a relaxation of press controls and an end to the 
state of siege; a reduction in the curfew; an amnesty for 
political prisoners and official consent for most exiles 
to return; a sweeping reorganization and reform of the 
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intelligence service, which had been responsible for much 
of the abuse of human rights; civilian appointments to 
the cabinet , including the key Interior Ministry , which 
i s responsible for the intelligence service; accelerated 
completion of a new constitution and advancement in the 
timetable for an elected government; preparation of a new 
labor code with plans to reinstitute collective bargaining 
next year ; and the visit of the UN Human Rights Committee 
delegation . 

The Chilean military sees itself as a traditional 
ally of the US and .believes that Washington "encouraged" 
the coup against Allende . Once Allende was overthrown , 
however, the military believes that the US was forced by 
domestic political concerns to become strongly critical 
of the new government and to deny any part in the coup . 

The Chileans are now convinced that US-Chilean 
relations will never be the same . They believe that 
there is a small coterie in Washington that is actively 
working to undermine the Pinochet regime . They find it 
incomprehensible that the US does not realize that the 
stringent government controls in Chile were a necessary 
course of action after the overthrow of the Marxist 
Allende regime . They also t~ink that the US is being 
overzealous in its prosecution of the Letelier case ; the 
Chilean media have contrasted this enthusiasm with what 
it describes as a lack of interest in finding out the 
" truth" in the Kennedy assassination . Anti-US nation
alism is easily aroused . For example , a Washington Post 
editorial in June calling for Pinochet to resign and be 
replaced by a Christian Democratic government was de
nounced in a series of man- in-the-street interviews and 
was described by nearly everyone as an unwarranted in
trusion in Chilean affairs . 

The opposition political parties, meanwhile, view US 
human rights policy as made to order for their own cam
paign against the government . The Christian Democrats, 
in particular , hope that the fallout from the Letelier 
case v1ill bring down Pinochet . 

- 9 -

-

Approved for Public Release 
8 December 2016



... 

~~ile the Chileans believe they are being unfairly 
treated by Washington, there is still a strong pro-US 
feeling in t he country . Military officers and civilian 
officials alike admire the US and would l ike their country 
eventually to evolve along US lines . Despite a current 
perception distrust of the US , the Chileans ' great con
cern is that the poor relations between the two countries 
will deteriorate even further . The Chileans appear 
determined to refrain from any hostile act or statement 
against the US and continue to hope for better treatment . 
For example , Foreign Minister Cubillos recently devot ed 
most of a meeting with Secretary Vance to setting forth 
the Chilean position in the Beagle Channel negotiations 
with Argentina . Despite the poor relations with the US , 
Cubillos clearly hoped that Washington would use its 
influence to soften Argentina ' s position in the dispute . 

Cubillos went on to explain the evolutionary p rocess 
of the return to democratic government in Chile . He 
acknowledged the Chilean belie f that civilian government 
is impossible now, but pointed out that political insti
tutionalization is under way . Cubillos ' remarks and the 
general atmosphere in Santiago suggest that even though 
there are strong feelings in Chile favoring an accommo
dation with the US , there is little chance of a quick 
return to civi lian rule . Not only has the government 
been successful in solving the country's chronic economic 
problems , there are strong memories of the political and 
economic chaos of the Allende years-- in sum there is 
little desire to return the country to the politicians . 

Paraguay 

President Stroessner has been in power since 1954, 
and ther e appears to be little chance for any change in 
the policies that, in his view and in the view of many 
Paraguayans , have brought the country internal peace, 
stability, and economic progress . The Stroessner regime 
has a poor human rights record , but there is some evi
dence that improvements are being made and indications 
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that combined Western diplomatic p ressure is beginning to 
have an effect , however slight . 

One recent example is the case of arrested human 
rights activist , Domingo Laino , in which the combined 
efforts of the US , West Germany, the United Kingdom , and 
France resulted in Laino ' s release from prison~ Indeed, 
l argely as a result of US pressure, Paraguay has released 
almost all of its political prisoners from jail . Human 
rights, however , will probably continue to b e a problem 
because of the subservience of the judiciary to presi
dential authority and the lack of control over police 
inte rrogat ion methods . 

The US Ambassador in Asuncion note d as early as last 
May that the Paraguayans were improving their human 
rights performance . He called the move by the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee to cut expansion credits and 
the military training program for Paraguay from the 
f iscal year 1979 Foreign Assistance Bill too harsh in the 
face of improved conditions . He argued that Washington ' s 
continued ignorance of i mprovements played into the hands 
of hardliners who urg e suppression of all dissidence. 

The Paraguayan Government ' s public response to the 
US human r ights policy has been negative . President 
Stroessne r often cites his staunch anti-Communism as well 
as concern over terrorism and s ubversion as reasons for 
strict controls . Many members of the Paraguayan po
l itical elite are plainly worried by wha t they see as the 
US fa i l ure to meet the Soviet-Cuban challenge in Africa. 
They see the US as a weakened ally that can no longer be 
counted upon to f ight aga inst Communist aggression. They 
regard US criticism of their country as naive and an 
invasion of their domestic affairs . 

Because of t he extent of media censorship in the 
country , it is difficult to determine what the populace 
thinks of the Stroessner regime . The President appears 
to be personally popular, however, and his travels about 
the country are enthusiastically received by t he citizens . 
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A return to civilian rule any time soon is highly unlikely. 

Uruguay 

Uruguay has taken some steps during the past year to 
improve human rights conditions , although the overall 
situation remains poor. The government retains extensive 
statutory powers of control that it is reluctant to give 
up . On the average , fewer political arrests have been 
made in 1978 than last year , and there have been far 
fewer instances of mistreatment of political prisoners . 
Although the judicial system is hamstrung by executive 
controls and is far from independent , military courts are 
reducing the backlog of political and subversive cases 
and are ordering the release of increasing numbers of 
detainees . The local press is beginning to advocate more 
freely--if cautiously-- an expeditious return to civilian 
government. 

Among the positive measures taken by the government 
are : permiss ion for an American Bar Association visit in 
April ; plans to publish a list of prisoners released 
since 1 January 1978 ; an intention to invite the Inter
national Red Cross to visit Uruguay and to open talks 
with the Inter- American Human Rights Commission on ground 
rules for a visit; and curtailment of prisoner detentions 
under emergency powers . Most indications are that the 
regime would like to improve its image abroad and will 
move steadily to change its human rights practices . 

Once South America's most liberal democracy , Uruguay 
may now be the region ' s most highly controlled society . 
To explain this, Uruguayan leaders point out that 
Washington has no appreciation for the intensity of the 
struggle against the Tupamaro guerrillas. The Uruguayan 
military sees this battle as a defense of its national 
moral value~ , patriotism, and honor. For this reason, it 
remains adamantly opposed to us human rights policies and 
has attempted to discredit the US through a well-managed 
media campaign . 
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Many rightist military officers oppose the us . and 

want to follow the Brazilian political mode . On the 
other hand , General Gregorio Alvarez , the commander in 
chief of the Army who wants to be President some day, 
supports a new evaluation of the human rights situation 
and is moving cautiously to compel military officers to 
accept his reform measures . The strength ·of the rightist 
officers , however , should not be underestimated , however. 
Their recent pique at remarks of the US Army attache and 
subsequent campaigns to have him r ecalled are instructive . 

Moreover , even if General Alvarez is successful in 
his campaign , the Uruguayan military has no intention of 
ending its control of the government until 1986 . Mean
while , Uruguay's poor human rights performance , together 
with US legislative and policy restrictions on economic 
and military assistance , are impediments to better 
relations . Uruguayans hope that a new , more positive 
attitude toward human rights will result in better re
lations with the US, but they i nsist that Washington 
should have no illusions about the prospects for an early 
return to civilian government . 
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Jorge Rafael VIDELA 
(Phonetic; veeDEHla) 

-
President; Member, Ruling 

·Junta ; Commander in Chie f 
of the Army 

Addr essed as : 
Mr . President 

On 24 March 1 976 
Army Commander in Chief 
Lt . Gen . Jorge Videl a led 
a long- awai ted , bloodless 
coup against the govern
men t of President Maria 
de Peron . Five days l ater 
he was ins talled as Argen
tina ' s 39 th President . As 

ARGENTINA 

such he performs all the ceremonial duties of 
Chief of State , but the supreme governing authori t y 
belongs to a three-man military j unta , r epresenting 
t h e three services . Videla, as the representative 
of the army , is the most powerful member of the 
triumvirate . 

Vid ela has not proved to be a strong and 
dynamic Preside nt , although most obse rvers h a ve 
described him as well intentioned . His style is 
to proceed cautiously and avoid confrontations if 
possible . The President has b een criticized both 
for his lack of assertiveness and for his admini s 
trative failure to centralize authority . There 
a re no indicati ons of a n imme diate threat to his 
government , but conservative elements within the 
armed forces are not ple ased wi th h is moderate , 
go- slow approach . 

Actions as President 

Videla inherite d a situa tion close to chaos, 
with uncontrolle d inflation and rampa nt terrorist 
activity . In the 17 months since t hen , both prob
lems have been signif i cantly reduced, although not 
eli minated . The President travels extensively in 
Argentina and has me t privately with r e presentatives 
of the r eligious , scientific , business a nd rural 
communi ties, as \vell as wi th members of the press . 
He has a l so made several t rips to othe r South 
American countries to strengthen relations . 

(cont.) - CR M 77-14346 
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Attitude Toward 
the United States 

-
The President is favorably disposed toward 

the United States . He has been to this country 
several times, most recently in late 1972 on an 
Argentine-sponsored observation tour . He has 
tried to improve Argentina's ties to this cquntry 
and has acted quickly to solve many of the out
standing US investment problems there . Ernpa,ssy 
officials have repeatedl y told Videla of the US 
Government ' s concern regarding Argentine abuses of 
human rights , and he is attempting to improve his 
country ' s tarnished image . · · 

Personal Data 

Often referred to as a moralist , Videla has 
been described as a man of great integrity . He 
loathes corruption and will not tolerate any 
degree of it within the govern~ent . Videla is a 
deeply religious man and serves as a lay reader in 
his hometown Catho~ic parish . 

Videla, 52 , is very polite and, though he 
sometimes appears timid , seems always to have 
big smile and a ready handshake . He does not 
a hear off-color stories and does not like to 
cuss his job , the infantry , or his ch 
President is tall lean and 

s married to the 

a 
like 
dis

he 

a tridge and is the father 
of seven children . He speaks English poorly . 

Career Highlights 

1971-72 

Jun-Dec 1973 

Dec 1973-May 1975 

Aug 1975-date 

Mar 1976-date 

Director, Argentine 
Military Academy 

Deputy commander , 
I Corps 

Chief of Staff, Army 
General Staff 

Commander in Chief 
of the Army 

President; Member, 
Ruling Junta 

31 August 1977 
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Jorge Rafael VIDELA 
{Phonetic : veeDEHla) 

· President; Member , Ruling 
Military Jun ta {since 
Narch 1976) 

Addressed as : 
Mr . President 

ARGENTINA 

On 24 March 1976 , 
Army Commander Lt . Gen . 
Jorge Videla led a long 
awaited , bloodless coup 
against the government of 
President Mar{a de Peron . 
Five days later he was 
installed as Argentina ' s 
39th President . As such , 
he pe rforms a l l the ceremonial duties of the Chief 
of State , but he shares supreme governing authority 
with the other members of the three-man military 
junta , which repr esents the three services . Videla 
inherited a country in near chaos , with uncontrolled 
inflation and rampant terrorist activity . Under his 
government , both problems have been significantly 
reduced , although not eliminated. Videla does not 
believe that his campaign aga~nst the terrorists has 
res ul ted in violations of hum~n rights , al though he 
admits that some "excesses " may have been committed . 

Videla has made several trips to other South 
American countries to i mprove relations . In 
Septembe r 1977 he visited th e United Sta t es· for the 
sig n i ng of the Panama Canal Treaty . He was pleased 
with his reception here and felt that he received a 
fair hearing for his country's position on bilateral 
issues . 

Often referred to as a 
of great int 

V dela loat es corruption and wi ll 
ny degree of it in his government . A 

deeply religious man , he serves as a lay reader in 
his hometown Ca tholic parish . The President , 52 , is 
married and has seven children . He speaks poor 
English . 
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Evening Report July 24, 1978 l~ D 
: ___;----

Significant Intelligence : (Pastor ) 

Bol ivia: In the wake of the coup t hat put Pereda in power 
a var~ety of reports pose decisions . Ambassador Boeker 
has recommended that we hold up all assistance for FY 78 
pending clarification of the Pereda government's intentions. 
Perez of Venezuela has written to Carter proposing that 
the OAS be asked to urge that new elections be held . 
The Embassy summarized events : "No one could plan a 
debacle so complete . Bolivia backed into it by a day- to-
day succession of d i sjointed decisions . 11 ~ 

ChLle : generals backed 
Pinoche member Gustavo 
Leigh . Embassy reports that Leigh had hoped to hang on 
until Letelier indictments were issued , trusting that 
they would shift balance of opinion in his favor and 
that Pinochet knowing this appears to now be making his 
move . ~ 

Ecuador : Embassy and DIA reporting indicate that military 
is determined to all9w Roldo s to participate in run- off 
election . Embassy reports that Poveda and the Navy are 
determined to have a clean election . A DIA summary sees 
some poss i bility of tinkering the outcome for the second 
slot in the run- off since Huerta would have a better 
chance of defeating Rolda s than the current apparent 
second place candidate Duran . ~ 

Argentina : Ambassador Castr~ indicates that Videla 
and Viola are moving to respond to the IAHRC letter 
concerning the potential visit . General Bignone, Army 
Secretary General , indicated such a v isit would be 
positive and that Vide la and others would do battle 
with the recalcitrant Foreign Office as necessary. _. 

Argentina: On other subjects the Embassy reports that 
the Supreme Court ruled that Timerman , former editor 
of La Opinion , could not be detained under one of the 
charges against him . The other is still pending . 
Also, the fal lout from Ex-Im rejection of a credit 
for Argentina continues. The latest repurcussion was 
the refusal of a leading Argentine economist who is 
a prime candidate to replace Martinez de Hoz to accept 
an IV grant from the US. ~ 

Dominican Republic : Antonio Guzman called a -·. US . Embassy 
offic~al t o report his (Guzman's ) inte ntion to challenge 
the Dominican military immediately a f ter his election . 
Balaguer has been assigning particularly supportive 
military men to high positions, two of whom are obnoxious 
to Guzman . He intends to fire them and wants to be assured 
of our support should this . provoke the military . (3 txa±s) 

iil@DJiii'ili':'ilHEliiiil 

Approved for Public Release 
8 December 2016
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VICE PRESIDENT 1 S MEETING WITH 

PRESIDENT VIDELA OF ARGENTINA 

Rome , Ita l y , September 4 , 1978 

CHECKLIST 

Addressed as Mr . Presiden t -- Videla (pronounced Vee- DAY-lah) 

Mr . President , President Carter and I welcomed our meeting 
one year ago at the time of the Panama Canal treaty signi ng . 
We a re concerned that the relationship between the United 
States and Argentina has become strained in recent months . 
I am pleased to have this opportunity to review our r elation
ship with you . 

(Probable opening for Videla to make his opening statement . ) 

Le t me reaffirm tha t we s e r ious l y wis~ to improve relations , 
and to take steps that wil l lead tp such improvement . 

As a token of our interest we have taken steps to release 
e xport licenses for ambulance aircraft , army he l icopters, 
airport radar equipme nt and other items . 

While we understand the tragic history of Argentina ' s 
domestic political conflict, we remain concerned over the 
human rights situation , s p ecifically t h e treatment of 
i ndividuals in Argentin a . 

Whi le we want better r elations, we are constra ined by human 
rlg~standards . 

We are not trying to pick your governmen t or to interfer in 
your internal affairs, we are not t rying to run you -- you 
must help us on this human rights issue . 

I would note our deep c oncern over the p l ight of individuals 
such as Jacob Timerrnan . I would note the importance that 
we believe must be attached to sati sfactory arrangements 
for a v isit by the Inter-America~ Co~ission on Human Rights, 
arrangements satisfactory to the Commission . 

t 

~BCREq, 
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We are prepared to examine all aspects of our relationship 
to find areas for improvement, and v i tal to this is progress 
by Argentina on the human rights front , e . g ., announcement 
of a v i sit by the Human Rights Commis~ion, announcement of 
r elease of prisoners . 

t 

I would note, for example , in terms of our bilateral interests 
that we must take a decision on the Allis - Chalmers bid by 
September 15; we must take decisions on bilateral military 
tra~n~ng by October 1 . 

If t here can be a public announcement of progress by your 
government on the human rights fron t prior to these dates, 
it would be extremely helpful for us - we would, of course , 
not publicly link your announcement to act1ons we m~ght take 
to improve our relations. 

Further, we believe that· ·we should have a thorough and 
comprehensive review of the whole gamut of our relations . 
The President and the Secretary of State have asked Assistant 
Secretary Vaky to undertake this . 

The place and format for such consultations would be for you, 
Mr . President, to decide . Assistant Secretary Vaky is 
willing to come to Buenos Aires. 

Mr . President, I will take your .message back personally 
to President Carter and Secretary ~ance . 

E!lzenrn 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

~he 1978 human rights record of the military junta 
led by President Jorge R. Videla is demonstrably better, 
than it wa s in mid-1976 or even mid- 1977. · Serious 
violations still occur, however , raising questions about 
the significance , scope and effective ness of measures 
that Argen tine officials insist be recognized as 
" fundamental improvements ." 

There is no evidence available to u s that would 
indicate that strict observance of legal procedures in the 
treatment of political-se curity cases fs in si ht. 

t ' 
On the positive side: 

An apparent , although unverifiable, decline . 
in the rate of disappearances has occurred since 
mid- 1977 . Both Embassy Bu e n os Aires and Argentine 
human rights activists be liev e that the rate has 
declined. If true, this is the mo st important 
development listed here. 

Ove r 300 prisoners were released in a Christmas 
amnesty. Subsequently, the government undertook 
serial publication· ( ni.ne l is ts to date) · o·f . the· 
names of the some 3,600 executive .. (state-of-seige) 
prisoners acknowledged as detained. 

The " right of option" program has been implemented , 
enabling executive detainees to petition for exile 
in lieu of continued imprisonment. Less than 50 
prisoners have so far departed under this 
procedure, however. 

Responsive action has beenttaken on cases in 
which the U.s. has exp r essed special interest, 
e . g ., Jacobo Timerman, Guill e rmo Vogler, and 
the Deutchs. 

Attempts reportedly have been made by some 
security authorities to regularize detention 
procedures , return counterterrorist troops to 
normal military activities, and demilitarize 
the po lice. 

CBrJI.IBE!1TIAL 
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.. Jorge Rafael VIDELA : · 
· {Phonetic: veeD~Hla) ···· ' 

President (since 
March 1976) 

Addressed- as: 
Mr. Pre sident 

On 31 July 1978 .Lt· •.. · . 
Gen. Jorge Videla retired · 
from hiH ·Post a·s Corri-
mande~ ·in -Chief of the 
Army and member of ·.the . . _:. ·.".: 
rul i11g :iunta to become 
the civilian President 
of Argentina. · Befor·e · . 
his retirement he · had · 

\ :. . . . ' .. . . ,. , - ( . ~ . ·' 
, ../ \o.- ... ___ -~-·· .. • \ 

ARG}::NTINA 

OFFICE OF 

CENT~Al Jtl:fi:SU:I'!KE 

served as military Presi- . I 

dent and junti member since the March 1976 coup 
that overthrew . Pr~sident Marla de Per6n .. · A$ such, 
he performed the ceremoni~~ duties of ~hief . df 
state, :~ut he shared gti~er~ing authority with the 

.·other members of the three-man junta, which : repre
·sents ·. the . thr.ee services. · Videla-' s new relation
ship . with : the j _unta is a·s yet unclear. 

When Videla ·first became Pr~sident, h·e , !n
h~rited a country · ~~ near cha6s, - ~ith uncontrolled 

. infl~tiori and ra~pant te~rorist ~ctivity. Both ·. · 
. ·.·. prob lems have been significantly reduced under his 

... · 

. g·ov-ernment, but. nQ.t e1 imin~te_d~ ·;· . .. 
.. 

. · . .. I . 

In the past two and a halt years, Videla has 
traveled · ~xtensively _ in Argentina : and has ~et 

.. : privcitely wtth represtmtl!ltives of ·.religious, 
scient.!. fie, · bua·iriess and rural communities,: as 
well as· with members ·of the press~ Be has :also . 
mad e· trips :to. other South American countriE!s to · 

· s tr~ng then relations • . Videla came to the United 
I · States several ·times before . becoming , civilian· 

Presid~mt: .. in September ·1977 h_e visi.ted t})ls 
country fo~ the . . signing : of . the Panama Canal Treaties .. 

: • ,t : • •• •:'' •• 

Early Life and Career 

.I .. • 

Jorg~ ·Rafael · Videla was born .into .an · $rmy 
family on 2 August· 1925 in . the c-ity of ~rcede.s 
in Buenos Aiies - Provinc~~ :·At 16 he entered the 
National · Milita·ry (:oll,eger where he · was . com- · 
missioned in 1944 as an infant~y off{c~r .. His 

· (cont~) 
I 
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of corr· uption and "his religious devotion .a~ legend-
.. ·- - ·· ·~ .... a,. _ .. , --··- .L ?... - -..;, ·--· · ~-"~-.., 

; 

fir s t post was with the 14th Infantry Regi~ent in 
the central Province of C6rdoba. I n 1946 h~ was a 
lieutenant in the Vigilance Company in the !Ministry 
of War; and for the next two years he served with 
the Motorized Ariny' Regiment. J oining the M;i litary 
College in 1948 as an instructor, he gained a 
reputation as an excellent teacher and a stern, 
self-dE~nying taskmaster. Rising to the rank of 
captain, · he .attended the Higher School of W:ar 
during 1951-54 and then returned to the ~il:itary 

:College as a staff offi~er. 
9 ! 

Vi dela was posted · to t he United States~ from 
1956 to 1958 as adviser to the Office ·of th~ Mili-- _o 
tary Attache in· the .. :l\rgentine Emba.s.s.y~ "at t;!l.~ a-a_~ 
time he _served ~san adviser to the Inter-A~erican 
DefenSE! ·BOard.· : )Je . WdS promoted to colonel .1n ·1965. 
From 1962. to ·1968 .he was· a staff officer in: the Army 
General Command. He was appointed chief of: the cadet . 
corps in 1966 and, as ·a brigadier g'eneral, :Served 
·as the commandant of the Military Academy from 1971 
to 1973 ~ .. . 

Videla served as chief of ~taff of the! Army 
General _Staff from . December 1973 until May 1975 
and then :was unassigned for two months, undriubtedly 
because Mrs. 'Per6n's advisers saw him as ts ' Potential 
coup organizer. in Jul~ ihey · a~reed to · hav~ him 
serve as chief of the :Jolnt Staff, hoping to keep 
him in a · ·relativeiy. weak post.. A. few weeks1 later - · 
a confront~tion · bet~@@~~he milita~~ and th~ gov- . 

. --. ernment --over.::--the ... appointment: .. of -- the Ministe:r of the. __ .. 
Interior forced · the .Commander· in Chief of the Army 

.. to resign/' a11d in Augus~ " l'9_75. Vide! a was chbsen 
as a compromise" candidate t:o succeed 'him. 

. _: . Personal. Data __ : .. 

.. ·. 

Videla . is · a .iif~lo~g professional ~ol~ier 
of unquestioi:led · integrity, a s -trict moralis:t of the . 

· Old school, _and a devout -Roman Catholic. H-is hatred . 

. ·· .' 

2 

:: ·. ·· . 
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Osc ar Antonio MONT.ES 
(Phonetic: MOHN~ehs) · 

Minis ter of Foreign 
Affairs and Worship 
(since 1977) 

Addressed as: 
Mr-. Minister 

Vice Adm •.. Oscar 
Mo ntes served as chi~£ 
of nava l operations of 
the Navy Generai S·taff 
from 1974 until he 
assumed his -current post. · 
Montes ' · routine -naval 

' 
AitGENTINA 

O FFICE OF 

CENtRAl REFERENCE 

ca r eer (primarily s hip-
board duty) gave him little experience i n foreign 
affair s or government administration • . Since his 
a ppoint me nt as :Foreign .. Minister , however , h e has 
become a s pokesman for. Argentina ' s positions o n 
such i nte rnational · issues a s human rights &nd 

· · nuc l ear power. .. . in .. ·an Oc.tober 1977 speech ~t the 
UN General Assembly, Montes · ciefended Argen~ina's 
human rights polic.ies and accused .terrorist g roups 

·· o f being· the maln. violators of . huma n · right~. He 
al s o discuss~d the subject with Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance . d~ring the latter•.s yisit ~o Atgent ina 
i n · Nov·embe r 19 7.7 • . · · · ·· 

·rn May ·1978 Montes attended the UN conference 
[•is~~rmam~nt in J-1ew Y()rk, where . he d i 

a ns and .. ram. 

:· ... · .. Ma y ] 977 Montes. signed a trade anq ma-c 
port. ~greement with Ch i na . Montes traveled to 

·· Roma.n i a . in July 19 ?.a t:.o discuss trade ai?d ~he . 
exchang~ of · science and _technology. He ha$ 
accepted an invitation to vjsit the USSR lAter 
this year for the same · purpose . These ove~tures 
toward Communist. countries · are s een by many US 
officials as a _r:eac t ion _to the proposed US c utoff 
of military assistance and sales to Argent ina in 
Se p t ember 1979. · ... · 

. ~ ..... .. · . .. ' 
Montes , · ab6ut 53; i s ~arried ~nd has $everal 

childre n. He unders_t;.ands some Eng1ish tmt : s peaks 
only Spanish . 

•!' 

.. . :· 
: ·.- • ~· 4 ~ • 

-
.: ... . . ·. 

, -.···· .. ,• 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COU N CIL 

January 22 , 1980 

MEMO FOR DR . BRZEZINSKI 

FROM : GARY SICK lf- --------__,....------ . 
t . - --- . --""- "'''- ---· 

SUBJECT: SCC Checklist 

1. Sanctions . Did t he President ap prove delay o~ 
announcement of I ran sanctions until after the 
Islami c Confe r ence t his weekend? 

2 . Olympics. Results of efforts t o stop the AA~ 
boxi ng t eam . Reac tion of allies? 

3 . Senate Foreign Relations Committee . How cic 
Vance's briefing yesterday go ? Reac t ion of SIRC t c 
the Pakistan package . 

4 . Pakistan Consor tium. Results of yeste r day ' s 
meeting . ~fua t are our next s taps in pr eparing for 
t he Political Direc t ors meet i ng Friday? 

· 5 . Argen t ina . Status of emissary . 

6 . Militarv Faci l ities. Is t he politica l tea~ go:~? 
next week? Have the t erms o f reference been worke~ 
out? 

7 . B- 52. ~.Jha t was the Soviet react: ion? Should -~·e 
do it again? Regularly? 

8. ~1 ilitarv Deolovments. It ~vould be useful to na·:e 
a brief update on the s t a tus of our carrier de?!oy
ment s, location of ~farines ; reconnaissan<;e ·: 1:.6=--. t s 
over Yemen. 

9 . I nt elli gence . Did President app rove t he Carlucc: 
i nstruct i ons and related findings? 

SFGPFT 

------------------------- ·--- --- · . ·· - . 
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SPECIAL COORDINATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

January 22, 1980 

Time and Place : 9:00- 9 :45 a . m., White House Situation Room 

Subject: Iran, Ol ympics, Pakistan, Argentina, Yugoslavia, 
Intelligence, Milita ry Dep loyments and 
Bartholome w/Murray Mission 

Participants: 

State 
De puty Secretary Christophe r 
David Newsom 
Harold Saunders 

Defense 
Secretary Harold Brown 
Graham Claytor 

CIA 
Admiral Turner 
Fra nk Carlucci 

JCS 
General David Jones 
Lt . General John Pus tay 

Vice President ' s Office 
Denis Clift 

White House 
Da vid Aaron 
Hedley Donovan 
Hamilton Jordan (briefly) 
Lloyd Cutler 

NSC 
William Odom 
Gary Sick 
Thomas Thornton 

SUMMARY OF CO NCLUSIONS 

1 . Iran Sanctions . The President approved t he sec recomrne~ce~~~~ 
of yesterday that the announcemen t be delayed until a fter the 
Islamic Conferen~e this weekend . The group agr eed that if the ce~e 
o f the Islamic Conference should slip, we wi ll take another look a t 
the timing o f a n announcement . State will noti fy Saudi Ar abia 
of the decision to delay. ~ 

2 . Olympics . Mr . Cutler reported to the group . We are 
beginning to ge t some support from a number of fo reign governme~ts , 
althoug h the Olympic Committees are unanimo usly opposed . 
Congressman Zablock i will introdu ce a res olution of suppport :or 
the Pres ident. Cutler and Onek will attend the weekend meeting 
of the U. S . Olympic Committee . Canada appears to be the most 
promising alternative s ite . The Canadian problems a re t wofold : 
money, and t he fact that the Olymp ic Village is now gone . The 
sec thought t hat public fundraising should be a realistic source 
of the ne cessary money, which is estimated to be in the tens o : 
millions . Accommodations appear to be manageable if the t\vo 
l arge universities in Montreal a re made available . More over , 
the U.S. Moscow team had intended to t rain in West Berlin and 
then fly into Moscow as r equire d. The same thing could be done 

.. \ 
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in Montreal using accommodations in New England . All of the basic 
facili ties and TV support are in place . Prime Minister Clark has 
said he supports the Pr esident ' s position. This subject wi ll be 
added to Phil Habib's agenda while he i s in Canada. ~ 

3 . Senate Foreign Relations Committee. .Mr .. Christopher r epartee 
briefly on the closed session meeting yesterday . Senators Pell, 
McGove rn and Church are on the cautionary side on the Afghanistan 
package, with the Republ i c ans on the other side. Senator Glenn is 
interested in retaining our non-proliferation pol icy to the extent 
possible but he understands the problem. The SFRC staff has raised 
some questions about the legislative history of the 1959 Executive 
Agreement. The problems a re not entirely clear, but they evi dently 
relate to explanatory lett ers sen t · to the SFRC at t he time of the 
Agreement which denigrate the extent of the commitment . The State 
Department Legal Advisor is looki ng into t his and we may wi sh to 
prepare an opinion within the next few days which would strengthen 
the commitment. ~ 

4. Pakistan Arms and Aid Consortia. State is putting together 
a proposed package which wi ll define the tota l e ffort we seek. It 
~ow appears that the total economic package wil l amount to $1- l . S 
bil lion a nd the military package abou t $1 bi llion or more, dependinq 
on i nclusion of high performance aircraft . This will be reviewed 
tomorrow. ~ 

5. Pakistan Debt Relief . Henry Owen ' s group will report on 
this issue for the sec tomorrow . ~ 

6. Military Political Teams to Pakistan. The ball is presently 
in Pakis tan ' s court . We hav e t o l d the Pakistanis that a military 
survey team will be prepared to go whenever they are ready. The 
military team can go together with Mr. Chri"stopher ·following the·-···· · · · 
Islamic Conference, or independently. The Clifford mission to India 
will be announced at noon today , and we wi ll notify the Pakistanis 
in advance. ~ 

7. Argentina. General Goodpaster has agreed to g~ t6 
Argentina tonigh t . He wi ll have a heavy series of brie f ings at 
S tate and the ~~hi t e House today . Mr. Claytor said that a findins 
that Argentina had made substantial progres s on human rights (in 
connection with the Kenned y Amendment) would be extreme ly helpfu l . 
Others noted that the Kennedy Amendment mere ly established a 
deadline (October 1 , 197 8 ) for Argentinian perfo rma nce on huma n 
rights b ut indicated no relief f o r subsequent improvement . Mr, 

, .Newsom noted that this amendment would be much harder to li ft tha n 
the Symington Ame ndment on Pakistan . The Argent inian record is 
still very bad , and the Inter-American Human Rights Commission repo rt 
which is coming out soon will be extremely derogatory. Mr. Aaron 
said that General Goodpaster must have someth ing to encourage t he 
Argent i nes to be helpful. The instructions for his trip are bei ng 
dra fted and will be r eviewe d this afternoon . State wil l take a new 
look at the legislation. We are prepared to be helpful to Argenti na 
with respect to the UN Human Rights Commission. ~ 

~E@!!CEI 
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8. Military Facilities Team. A Mini- SCC will be held 
' --o·./ · Wednesday to review the instructions for the political-military 

t eam to visit Oman , Somalia and Kenya . ._. 

. \ 

. ·) 

9. Prepositioning Military Equipment. Admiral Turner raised 
the possibility of positioning military equipment at Berenice in 
Egypt . Secretary Brown said that Defense would be prepared to 
move in the next several months on ships which could be used to 
preposition military equipment; he thought that would be faster and 
less expensive than development of Berenice . However, Defense will 
take a look at the concept of storing equipment in the desert with 
a minimum of development. Admiral Turner thought that an immediate 
announcement of some equipment storage in the Berenice area would 
send a useful signa l in the context of the Yemen situation. Secretary 
Brown said that a Marine exercise would be an even more effective 
s ignal , but all agreed that we should f irst tie down agreement to 
access facilities in Oman and Somalia. ~ · 

10 . B- 52. The sec briefly reviewed the results of the Sunday 
mission . The two planes flew a total of 28 hours non- stop, and the 
mission was considered uneventful. Pictures of the Sovie t ships 
will be available in the next several days . The coverage was good, 
getting the hull number off one Soviet destroyer . The sec recommended 
io the JCS that for the near future this .become a regular recon
na i ssance mission approximately every two weeks . JCS will prepare 
a proposal to that effect. ~ 

11 . Military Deployments . There are presently three carriers 
in the Northern Arabian Sea, while Nimitz replaces Kitty Hawk. 
The Coral Sea will replace Midway at the end of the month. Kitty 

·Hawk will return to the West Coast via the Pacific, leaving Coral 
Sea and Nimitz on station. The Pacific MAU is en route to Eniwetok 
for turnover . It will then go to Subic Bay for several days . 
The ~~U will be available to go to the Indian Ocean about mid
February . It could be available for an exercise i n Oman by the end 
of Februar y and in the Red Sea by early March. If a Red Sea exercise 
is p l anned , the Pacific MAU could be joined by the MAU from the 
Mediterranean . A decision will be required in the next few weeks 
if it is our firm intention to send the Pacific MAU to the Indian 
Ocean . The sec thought it would also be valuable to exercise 
with the French Navy in the Mediterranean during this period when 
our carrier presence has been reduced and the Yugoslav p rob lem is 
building . Mr . Aaron said he would raise this with the French d uring 
his forthcoming trip. ~ 

12 . Arms Sales to Yugoslavia . They have accepted o ur offer 
' to s~ll 1000 Dragon anti- tank missiles but want to shave down the 
pri c e. Defense will see if there is something symbo l ic we can offer 
o n payment t erms as trai ning costs . ~ 
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