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1I1h 1 : f'o1J t)W1111: "Wh ite Paper" :·u:ily (~xpo:·H\:1 Uw dup1lcity ' o f' 

.,, , · Governor· Brmrn and his aides who deliberately engineer~d the 
··"' ·t" t' 
~-

. ' 

.. . ·,.\ . 

resignation of Welfare Director Jack Wedemeyer in the hope of 

blunting legitim~te attack on thej_r misiuided ~elfare policies~ 

Backgro~..!}Si ·,. 
_;. 

t 

Jack Wedemeyer . was appointed to the $21/,, 500 California State . · 
I . ,\· ... • ' 

Welf'ar~ -: Directorship in 1959, after serving as Di.rector of the .-sa·nta 
1J1IG . 

Clara County Welfare . Department. Since that timc/'lwelfare cas~loads 

arid e_xp~~d i ttires have . 'soared. Total we If are GOS ts in Cali f ,orntc( have 

,, t.r·ipled; climbing _ from fp479 million in 1959· to $1. 56 billion in~·-·the 
'I J, 

. ·i ·' ' ~ . . : . • . 

current . budget, a startling seven times faster · than populad.orL · At 
o' ' I , ,' 

. no tf!T\e had Governor Brown . criticized the growth of . this b1j r·ke.J111.ng 

wel.far~ dole ·. system _ex~:-Pt for momentary .fits and start.n, · re~~·(ing 
r :l· ' . ' ' ~ ,, 
_., to ~public pressure against welfare fraud. ·Despite . bold cover-up " ' .. 

•' '·•; ~ I• •. ,l, 

... , 
,, 

·~ .... 

'•· 

•'· 

.4 ·•• 

pronountements of ~tudy commissions, little const~uctlve a6tiori has 
' : . ~}. . ., "' 

be_en-·taken "b'y_ :the Administration to rehabilltate recip:Lentn a-rig , get 

; them ,off the - welfare,. rolls . 
. _i:.: ' + _. • ' • 

that ~their efforts to blunt welfare 1 as an issue ln t~0 1966 campaigr1 
... .,.. ·,. . ~. _; ' 

•had i~il~d~ · His hatchetmen then becan lookin~ for a 3capegdat whom 
:·,·•. I •.' 

:: theY::qould blame rof their own numerous faill.Jre s . _· ·: .:·, '., 
'(_;, ' • •' I, ' •'• •' ,,- - .. i 

~·· '· . .., } ' ; ... 
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, .- Sta te'::.:·c'ounty Feud 
• .. 
,.? 

.:··: Open warfare bet.weE!n the State and the count:1.es over we ifa:re' . 

·· .. programs is not ne w, but was brou ght to the . surface with the, issuance· 
' 

, of the ,;_ so-called CAL-FLEX report by the County Supervisors Assc)ciat j <..') n 
• I J. 

almed· at. streamlining welfare administration and endlnr; the paper 
·"""= . ' ¥ 

blizzard whjch en~ulfs county administration.·. State Director 'Wedemeyer 
. ~ . . ------·---' .,. ,; 
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My pcr;;onal l'<-::el :tnr~n are les:1 impor1.ant · thnn the 

do;;bts_ e:ast by your letter on muc h of the work e:urren1.ly in proe;ess 
, 

within the_ Department and the State Boa~d of Soc i al Welfire and which 

was based on your previous commlssions and_~pon unde~standings_ wit-' 

.Mr. Ward. " 

This is explicit confirmation of the fact that Wedemeyer 

previously had the Governor's support, had lnformcd . tha Gov~rnor's 

Office : about what he was doing, and was the v1ctjm or an 1nsidJ.ous 

plot (in wh ich the Governor himse lf was directly involved) to ' rorce 
'· 

' his resi~natlon,thus supposedly _absolving the Governor of re~pons1b111ty 

for the mess in California's welfare program. This _point of view is 

ccmh.rmed · by the statement o,f' Percy Steele, a member of the St'ate 
'). . 
-·.·. 

_· Socfai Welfare Board who according to the Los Angeles Times_· also .. 

accused Brown of "engineering" Wedemeyer 1 s resignation. Steele said 

he felt Brown wanted Wedemeyer out because the Governor is "running 
. .. 

scared" against Republican gubernatorJ.al nominee Ronald Reagan, who 

· his urged a cutback in state welfare ~pending. 

Policy Conflict or"Scape·so?tism 11
· 

· When Wedemeyer resigned a release from the Governor's Off'j_c'.e 

stated that the "resignation came as a surprise; · (sic) bu·t ~ppareritly 

-stemmed froin the -' Governor Is continuing insistence on ()C tter'. wor.ki ng_ 

relationships with local of ficials charged with the administration 

of' wel'f are., ·by state law. II 

·' . 
Curi_ously the Governor's Heal t h and Welfare Agency Administrator 

Paul War·d stated the Brown Administration I s policy in t.he field of 

. stnte-cnunty relations in a news r,,1ease only ten rnonUis ac;o whe n he 

sa.i.cl it is t.tme for California's :.,e counties "to put their money wh8 r• : 



., ;i 

"· 

. ii ) 3. blast a{;ain~t the coun t ies called this r·epor·1. 11 coni:rndl.ct cwy 

a r. :: of f target fl and an at tempt L--.,y the Supervisor 1 
: ; As so c 1 at 1on ~. 1.J 

"roll back to the good old pre-depresslon methods ~f lo9al act1on 

and ~nt. e rpretation". After this controversy erup t ed, the Governor 

~alled upon Paul Ward, the Health and Welfare Agency Administrator 

to :rmed iate fl the dispute between State and county of f' 1.c ia l:1. , 

Several days later, the Governor p1Jblicly attacked Wedemeye r 

for allowing. contracts providing $78,000 f6r welfare rccipidni~ 

groups to '1spend their time working for more welfare benefits". 

Interes_tingly enough, these cont:r<Jr.ts were based on l eg lslatf</ n the 
,.•, 

·aovcr·nor himself signe<l in 1965 ( AB 2869, Chapter· 19h9). ·, ·•.• · · 

Wedemeyer's Resignation - Strange Sequence of Events 

Wedemeyer, whose influence was undermined by the Governor's 

person'al . aitack on him,then , resir;ned i0suing a· public rebuke as a·inst:. · ··.· 

' the\ Governor; the full meaning of which has go.ne rel"3tJ vely un:noticccl .·· 

Wedomeveri reC'erre ~"l to his c"l"iscu~slon wi: th thf? ·aov~rnor on J\iJgtH.i't 7th 
... ,. ' ... ' . . .. . . . . ' ~-·----- ·· 

', issue (that _ it was too hot poli t ically in an election yea~ tb :.: · 

let the contracts). But th is meeting was tvJo days after the' Governof' s 

lett.er:':chastising Wedemeyer- on the contracts had already. b~en 

,'. wr~\te~- ( Auu;u st 5th) showi n~ thc1 t the Governo~ had already' )Jee ided to 

. blast - Wedemeyer p1;blicly tvJo days before he met with him suppo_se dly t.o 

. ~ 

1r-on out a pol~cy dispute. The Governor's l e tter was rele ased pn 

,· Avg~st 9th and did not reach Wedc mcyer's desk until August 12th. Th.is ~. .\ 

sequence of events makes it q·uitc clear that Wedemeyer' s r~sighation 

was already , engineered by the Governor when he met with him nn August 7th 

to '.,'ct~·seuss "and sur.:f)Sedly resolve t.he issue. 

The Governor, in his publi c lP.tter to Wedemeyer a lso zaid · i:11at t.lri e 

svbjec t matte r or the propo:3ed contracts hac.1 not he e n c lear·c d with t r: c· 

?-. ' 



. .,, 

~ ;,; 

? 

·+ • 

th,': lr mouth .ls" in tl10. f'iel cl o f w<:Jfaro administ .ratlon. that '!t!icy 

shoul<\ stop 1J ree<J.l.ng myths whir.h hamper· publlc \Jnder•siand1r1 ;3: o ;· the 

jo b whlch the state and federal f(.Overnmr-:nts ar·e tryin,,; to do" and 

that i:we face foot-dragging from the m:tnority part:ner- D' i.n this 

enterpr·ise (counties) ••• " This statement clearly pinpoints the 

fact ' th~t Wedemeyer's atta~k on the cm1nties .for which he was chast! ~ed 

by the Governor was a restatement of Administration po licy and _:i. s 

further· :evidence or a basic election year policy i=;hif't by the Govern o r' 

in which. he · i=;acrificed his welfare director in a blatant attempt to 
I 

· win political support. If attack ,on county administration of welfar0 

was rtot okay as Administration policy ten months ago why dldn't the 
l ·, 

Governor . point out then that his atde was off base? · HP. didn't then 
'• 

' because· he wasn I t campaignlng for votes. 

, In addition: the . 1965 legislation, whicr1 · th0. Governor himself 
' ' 

si '.~ ned authorizing recipient group self-help action, l lsted a sPries . 
. . . 

of relatiVely hon-controversial actlvitle~ as pr-J.oritles fof us~ of 

pro,iec't f'unds. Moreover thF:re ts serlous ·question as to whether the 
·, I • • • • 

·proposed contracts actually would have authorized recipieni: .groups 

to undertake the pressure group activities alleeect by the ' Governor. _ 

This -. is mere1y another item in an arsenal of f ac t s whi ~h indicates 

that · the iss0e built by the Governor from the beginning rested _.on 
'l,' 

factual quicksand and politlcal desperation. 
. -- ,:', I 

·· Conchir.j on 
, . 

,'' The facts deve loped in this "White Pape r" cl e arly Ghow that 

I:, 

Gove;·nor · Brown acted w:i. th dvpl ic l ty' when he recog nized the nee.cl f' or c1 

welf~r~ poli\ical _scapegoat and cashed in the job of his appointee i n 

th~ hope .· to ealn some votes. 
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th,· tac,; lc·s oC a n admlnlsl1•r.1tion whlch rr-awJs into th<. : 1~uttr :r L: , 

de s pe ra t: ion t..o es cape responsib :Uity for~ pol.Lcies wh lc!-i they havr: 
. ,J. 

ac tively pur sue d f or eight years. 
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