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Th: Fdﬁlnwlnu "White Paper" i'ully exposcs the duplicity of ‘
Governor Brown and his aldes who dellberately engineered the
: ' A,

" resignation of Welfare Director Jack Wedemeyer in tﬁe hobé of. : -

bluntihg legitimate attack on their misgﬁided'welfare policies.

Backgroﬁnd

Jack Wedemeyer ﬁas appointed to the $24,500 California State
Wg]?aredDirectorshipjin 1959, after serving as Director of the_Santa
Cléra Cdunty Welfare. Department. Since that timofﬁélfare caSeldads
and éXbchditures have soared., Total welfare costs 1n California have

_tripled, climbing from $479 million in 1959 to $1.56 billion 1n7tﬁé
_ cufreht:budget, a startling seven times faster than‘population; At
_ nb time:had Governor Brown criticized the growth of this buréeoﬁing
welfare dole-system‘except for momentary fits and starts, reééting
ﬁﬁo‘pubiic pfessure against welfare fraud. Desplite bold coveréﬁp

4

' pronduncements‘of Study commissions, little constructive action has

_ beéntﬁaken‘ﬁy the Administration to rehabllitate recipients and get

them off the welfare rolls. Brown's campaigners were quick to realizea
that‘ﬁheir_efforts to blunt welfare as an issue in the 1966 campaign
~had féiled. His hatchetmen then began looking for a scapegoal whom

~they could blame for their own numerous fallures.

~ State=County Feud

Open warfare between the State and thé counties over wélféfe.
progréﬁs is not new,'but was brought to the surface with thevissﬁance
‘of'thé_so-called CAL-FLEX report by the County.Supervisors Assééiation
véimed at streamlining welfare administration and endins the paper

& gy

bllzzard which enpgulfs county administration. State Director Wedemeyer




Gitice of Health and Welfare Areoncy Adminlstrator Paui Ward - biot
Wedemeyer notes: "My personal Ucellngs are less important than the
Goubts cast by your letter on much of the work currenily in process

within the Department and the State Board of Social Welfare and which

was based on your previous commissions and upon understandingg wit’

_,Mr. Ward."

This is explicit confirmation of the fact that Wedemeyer
previously had the Governor's support, had informed thc¢ Governor's
Ofice about what he was doing, and was the victim of an 1néidious
_plot (in which the Governor himself was directly involved) to force

his r051nnatlon,thus supposedly absolving the Governor of responsibility

for the mess 1n California's welfare program. This point of view 1is

confirmed by the statement of Percy Steele, a member of the State
Social Welfare Board who according to the Los Angeles Times also
accused Brown of "engineering" Wedemeyer's resignation. Steele said
he felt Brown wanted Wedemeyer ouvt becavse the Governor is "running

~scared" agalnst Republican gubernatorjal nominee Ronald Reaﬁan, who

'has urbed a cutback in state welfare spending.

Policy Conflict or"Scapegoatism"
' When Wedemeyer resigned a release from the Governor's Off'ice

stated that the "resignation came as a surprise, (sic) but apparently

stemmed from the Governor's continuing insistence on petter working

vrelationehio% with local officials charged with the administration
Qf welfare by state law." v

| Curiously the Governor's Health and Welfare Agency Administrator
Paui WardYStated the Brown Administration's policy in the field of
~state-county relgtions in a news release only ten months ago when he

sald 1t 1s tlime for California's 58 counties "to put thelr money wher:



in avblast aggalnst the counties called this report "contradictdry
arid off target" and an attempt by the Supervisor's Assoclatlon to
"roll back to the good old pre-depressi;n methods of logal action
and interpretation"., After this controversy erupted, the vaernor
Célled upon Paul Ward, the Health and Welfare Agency Administrator
to "mediate" the dispute tetween State and county officials.
Several days later, the Governor publicly attackto WPOOmPyO
_for allowing contracts providing $78,000 for welflare recipicnts

"spend their time working for more welfare benefits"

groups to
Intefestingly’enough, these contracts were based on logislatioh‘the

‘Governor himself slgned in 1965 (AB 2869, Chapter 194G),

Wedemeyer's Resignation - Strange Sequence of FEvents

Wedemeyer, whose influence was undermingd by the Governor's
peréonél‘attack on him,then resigned issuing a public rébuke_againsf
‘the Governor, the full meaning of which has gone relatively unnoticed.
WPdovaev e tnrreu to hils discusslon with the Governor on ﬁEﬁEﬁfmZLﬁ

at Which time: they apparently reached :qme‘understéndig& on this

w:i ssue f. (that 1t was too hot politically in an election year to
ler the contpacts) But this meeting was two days after the Governor S
Aletter'chastising Wedemeyer on the contracts had already been
writteh (August Sth) showing that the Governor had aiready'decided to
blaétAWedemeyer publiclyAtwo days before he met with nim supposedly tob
J-iron‘oﬁt a poiicy dispute. The Governor's letter was releaéed on
_Avgust 9£h and d1d not reach Wedemeyer's desk until August 12th. Tnis
sequehce of events makes it quite clear that Wedemeyer's résignétion
was already engineered by the Governor wheh he met with him on August 7th
to 9discuss"and suppsedly resolve the issue.

The Governor, 1n his nublic letter to Wedemeyer also zaid that the

subject matter of the proposed centracts had not been cleared with tne



n

thair mouth is" in the fleld of welfarec adminisiration, that "they
stiould stop wvreeding myths which hamper public undersiandinz o the
~job which the state and federal governments are tryin: to do" and
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that "we face foot-dragging from the mlhority parthers in this

enterprise (counties)..."

This statement clearly pinpoints the
fact that Wedemeyer's attack on the counties for which hé.was chastised
by the Governor was a restatement of Administration pollicy andbis
further evidence of a basic election year policy shift by the Governor
in which he'sacrif1ced his welfare director in a blatant attempt to
‘win bolitical support. If attack on county administration of_welfaro
was ﬂot okay as Administration policy ten months ago why didn?t the
quefnor,point bnt then that his aide was of'{ base? He didn;ththen
_because he wasn't éampaigning for votes. _ |
Thadditlon,  the 1065 Tepls Tation, “whieh” the Goverdor himsslt
sisned authorizing‘recipient group sélf—help actilon, 1lsted a»series

o' relatively non-controversial activities as prlofi@ies for use of

projecf funds. Moreover there is serious question as to whether the

preposed contracts actually would have authorized reciplent groups

to vundertake the pressure group activities alleged by the Governor.

This. is merely another item in an arsenal of facts which indicates
,that the issue built by the Governor from the beginning rested on

factval quicksand and political desperation.

Conclucion

“'The facts developed in this "White Paper" clearly show that
Governor Brown acted with duplicity when he recogrized the need for a
welfare political scapegoat and cashed in the Job of his appointce in

the hope to galin some votes.



: activély pursued for elight years.

Onic they have the Cacto, the people of California will 1 icet
the taciics of an administration which crawls into the jrutter i

desperation 0o escape responsibility for:policies whicii they have
o Cg



