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PRESS CONFERENCE OF GOVERNOR RONALD REAGAN

HELD SEPTEMBER 30, 1969
Reported by

Beverly Toms, CSR
(This rough transcript of the Governor's press conference

is furnished to the members of the Capitol press corps for their

- convenience only, Because of the need to get it to the press as

raplidly as possible after the conference, no corrections are made
and there is no guaranty of absolute accuracy.)
=== Q00 ==

GOVERNOR REAGAN: Before we get into the questions, I would
like to talk to you today about an epidemic. There will be state-
ments on this issue.

(Whereupon Governor Reagan read Release #557)
Q Governor, is there any way that Operé%lon Intefigpt could
be carried out without -- with a little less inconvenience?
A Well, I don't know just how it could be done. Perhaps

some of the inconvenience is necessary to impress on everyone con-

- cerned the importance of stopping this,

Q Governor, some people have suggested that our country's
attitude towards drugs parallels the country's attitude towards
alcohol in the 20's, that people, especially young people, just
don't want these laws and are simply not going to obey them.

A Well, what if they decided that they didn't want the law
against murder. I don't think the comparison is valid, We know
the effect of one, We know what can happen with over-indulgence
in alcohol, but we also know and we know the tragedy of the disease
called "alecoholism" but in regard to these drugs and what they do,
I just don't think there can be any comparison whatsoever. It
isn't that you are just -- I myself am opposed to laws that simply

protect someone from themselves, but again we get into the area of

__ trying to protect us from each other, And 50 per cent of the crime

4that is estimate, if not more, is committed in an attempt to
finance the narcotic's habit. It is committed by addiots, and
this makes it a case of protecting us from each other.

Q Governor, as you are probably aware of, when you talk to
young people about this problem they may say, O,,K;, they accept
the danger of hard drugs, but they just can't accept that there 1is

a serious danger for most of them from marijuana and that attitude
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may carry over and lessen their belief that hard drugs are dangerous.
What is your feeling on marijuana compared to the‘hard drugs? Do
you think the hard drugs should be the real target and perhaps a
lessening of the attack on marijuana?

A No, I don't, And I know that it is understandable that
the young people feel this way, because they are being indoctrinated
that way by any number of adults that shHould know better. Now, I
grant you there is a difference of opinion, there is a certain --
you can find certain medical or scilentific claims that mari juana

is not harmful or dangerous and that it does come under the same
Bategory as something like alcohol, but you can find an equally,

and I think a larger body of scientific opinion that this is not
true, that to use the technicalities of claiming marijuana isn't
addictive 1s to use a medical technicality that it isn't addictive
in the sense that there are no withdrawal pains if you quit. But
almost everyone has agreed that it 1s psychologically addictive
much the same thing. I'm not == I'm not equipped to go into all

of the details, but I do know a great body of information that has
been collected by those who are concerned, I know that among other
things,..in practically every country in the world where marijuana
hags been legltimate, legal for decades and centuries past, those
countries are trying to eliminate its use and they can't understand
a country like our own even considering for a minute, mainly because
they have had centuries to see what 1t has done to their people, and
even if -~ even 1f by some chance that body of scientific opinion
should be proven correct, that says it is not harmful, it would

seem to me that anyone who has any regard for himself and the
physical machinery that he's been endowed with, would say that until
the score 1s In, untll 1t is definite that one side or the other is
right in this, you dontt take the chance. I've sald this is a
little bit like coming up to two engineers at the approach to a
bridge, and asking their opinion on whether it 1s safe to go acrass
the bridge, and one says, "No, I think the bridge will collapse,

you shouldn't," and the other one says, "I think you can make it."
So you decide to take his opinion and you try to go across. I
think if there is that much argument about the thing, maybe we
better wait till we find out for sure which one of the two engineers

is right.



Q‘ Is the statement to increase the number of state narcotic
agents or another method of step-up of state employees?
A I can't tell you right now what -- well, maybe Ed can.

ED MEESE: Two years ago there was a quarter of a million
dollars just for this purpose. This will be considered in the
next budget, too. | '

A I didn't think we had any plans right now.

Q Governor, the largest single Intercept last year picked
up by the border at San Diego, at least, was dangerous drugs --
they picked up more than a million pills, the bulk of which were

manufactured by American pharmaceutical firms and shipped to Mexico.

Don't you think there is smething that can be done to prevent this
flow back and forth?

A I think at the Federal level, and I understand there's
been great discussion about this and something should. Maybe you'ld
like to hear some of the figures about Operation Intercept right
now. In the first week they picked up 750 pounds of marijuana,

60 pounds of peyote, 4 ounces of heroin, and in just one night,

“on the 28th of September, they picked up 78 pounds of haghish, 20

gences of heroin and 440 pounds of marijuana, Now, that 440
pounds would make 316,800 marijuana cigarettes. The operation

is, I think -- is succeeding pretty well. I'm sure they are also
on the alert for those pills that are coming in, but you are right,
that if the origin is in this country, and it is a round trip,

this means that nationally we better pay some attention to that
problem,

Q Governor, there seems to be general agreement on the need
for more research and information on drugs and yet at the end of
the session you reduced from 80,000 to 35,000 a bill that was passed
nearly unanimously by the Legislature that would expand the U.C.

Drug Information Project. Isnt't that kind of an action inconsistent

J%with what you are concerned, as you are expressing it here?

A No, I don't think so because in some imtances some of
these things that had to be done in the budget were because things

of that kind were being handled in other areas and there was an

area of duplication, and faced with financial need, duplication

we couldn't afford. And I can't recall with all of those 1700
bills what was the reason for that reduction, but I have a hunch that

-3~



if I went back and checked the notes on it, I would find that it

was something to do -- something of this kind, in the duplication.,

Q Different subject, Governor?

Q One mgre on the other one,

A All right.

Q Dontt you think ~- what do you think if ih the light of

the fact that the average teenager does not accept your feelings
on marijuana, do you think this is an urgent program to find out
what the real effect of marijuana is or not? Do you see a need
for a crash program, to find out what the effects of marijuana are?
Is it habit forming? Is it -~
A Well, I think, as I said before, that I'm not equipped
right now to recite off to you all that!s been done by the great
statewide program that we have already under way, But I think
we know enough to knew -~ and in my opinion I'm convinced, and as
I said before, I think the greatest body of opinion is that it is
a danger, psychologically addictive, is harmful, and is harmful
to others in the things that take place while under the influence
of it, and I would ~-- I would suggest that some of you on that
should get some of the information that now will be made availlable.
You recall, there was a prese conference a couple of weeks ago and
we presented a doctor who was a part of our program on this drug
problem, and who gave some information. There will be literature
if there isn't already, on this and I think you'll find the answers
to some of the questions. I think that our young people are
being deliberately indoctrinated by some who for whatever reason
are continuing to tell them this is like chewing gum or something.
Q Governor, you referred to some countries that are stepping
up their marijuana laws because of what you said it was doing to
their people. What are some of those countries?
A Well, one of the countf&es that the doctor told me had

~ expressed their opinion was Nigerla, in which they said, "How

‘:anyone -~" they sald, "We have had hundreds of years to see what

this does to our people." They said for any country to deliberately
legitimize, or legalize this i1s just the height of folly, "We want
to go the other way."
Q Governor, who do you think is doing ~-
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A Wait.

Q You said that 50 per cent of crime -- of the c¢rime was
caused or committed by addicts, to feed their habit, Can you
elaborate on that?

A This is the estimate from all our law enforcement agencles,
although every time you talk to someone actually on the firing line
they tell you they think the estimate is probably low, that maybe

it is even higher than that.

Q Who do you think is doing the indoctrination?

A Well, I think all of those -~ I think the type of people
like a Timothy Leary -~ I think those professors and teachers who have
occasionally gone into print and have -- urging it and have admitted
that on the campus or in the school they urge youngsters to try it
and that claiming that it is not harmful and even that it might be

beneficial to them. You had your =--

Q No.
Q Now, can we change the subject?
Q No, one more, Just to ask 1f you'lve ever gtated your

position on the relation of cigarettes to health and the spread of

cigarettes among young people, Have you ever stated your position
on that? 1If so, what is it?

A No, I've been a little self-conscious being a non-smoker.
I hear, of course, we are talking about a problem in which we are
urging people to protect themselves, I would be -~ I'm not one
who belleves that we should try to ban this by law. I'm not one
who believes that we should ban the advertising of this because
here we are getting into the area of protecting an individual from
himself, I don't think anyone goes out and wrecks an automcbile
while under the influence of a cilgarette. I, myself, believe that
it is pretty foolish to smoke them now in the iight of medical
evidence with regard to the harm that can come from them. But
I've often thought that before the government in Washington contin-
ues talking about whether to ban advertising, maybe the government
ought to review its own position about subsidizing the growing of
tobacco, which it still does,

Q Governor, in Operation Intercept it treats a symptom.

In your opinion, what are some of the causes why young people turn

o marijuana?
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A Well, that's a very hard question, I think, to answer.

I think part of it is because they are being urged to, I think
there 1is a rebellious thing. I think the same thing that made a
kid cnce upon a time go out behind a barn and sneak a cigarette.
I-think it is a kind of a rebellion against the establishment as they
put it now, that they are striking back at whatever they are told
not to do. I don't know that I could go beyond those. After
they become psychologically addicted, then of course they are just
simply living proof that it is an addictive drug in the sense that
it creates a habit.

Q A contention has been made by some that marijuana, like
pornography, is attractive because it is illicit. That is one of
the reasons why you used the word "rebellion" yourself, that they
go after it because it gives them a chance to strike back at whatever
authority they are rebelling.

A Well, I know, Now thils comes up as to the question of
should or shouldn!t it be legalized, And I've asked, and I'll

ask you, sometimes in discussions of this kind when you envision
the possibility of marijuana being legalized, do you envision it

as maybe just what it is now, only the people who are doing it, who
are smoking it, buying it, can buy it without having to break the
law or find some law-breaker from which to obtain it? And most
people, that's their reaction, they think well, nothing would be

any different except that the person could get 1t easier. And I
think you are being very short-sighted if anyone thinks that. We
live in a free economy. The moment that this would be legalized it
now becomes a business, and they are going to try to build the
market and if marijuana were legalized you've got to envision bill-~
boards, television advertisements, companies with great brand names
advertising as much as they canmto try and create an additional

market to convince people they should smoke it, and then competing

~ with each other as to which brand they will buy. And I don't know

whetker I'm supposed to tell this or not, or whether it's been
checked out, but it's been reported to us that already, Just in

the event that it might be legalized there have been 14 trade names
or applications for trade names submitted to the federal government
by companies getting ready to go into a high-powered business of

selling packages marijuana clgarettes, if it should ever become
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legal, and then I think you have the problem if we should turn out

to -~ that those who claim the evils for it are correct, and I

think they are, then you have the problem of trying to undo something
that will have been turned on to create millions of users, not just

a convenience for the few people today that may want to use it,

I don't think we can afford that.

Q I have one -~ want to get to another subject, but I think --
A All right.
Q ) Has your Finance Director made known to you his plans, if

he is going to resign or not 7

A No, he just checked in for the first time from his vacation.
And we haven't had a talk yet. I dont't know what decision he's
made.

Q Governor, in view of the condition of the Assembly Chamber
and also a special you made, I understand iz it now definite that
there will be no special session on tax reform?

A As a matter of fact, I would have to say now I -~ I doubt
that there would be, We have proceeded and are proceeding, getting
all the input we can on the proposals that we have made, the basic
principals of them haven't changed. I think perhaps here and

there we have found some =-- cleaned up some items that were of
concern to some people, found a little better methods still within
the framework of the basic principle, and I believe we talked to

the legislative leaders, they are willling to go with this as the
first item in January, and I think with this we can get this on

the ballot, constitutional portions of it and -~ that means the

whole program, in time for the coming election in 'T7O.

Q You think -~

Q You looked a little puzzled when I said the Assembly
Chamber,

A That's right, it took me a minute, I understand they

are dolng some remodeling up there,

q Right.

A Well --

Q Governor, you mentioned the elections of 1970. Have
you reached a decision as to your own political plans Ir
not, when do you foresee that you might reach a decision?

A Well, still no snow on the Sierras. No, I don't know,

I haven't -- I haven't -- I'm not prepared to make any statement one



way or the other,
Governor --

You haven't what, Governor, you haven't made up your mind?

Q

Q

A What?
Q You haven't decided yet what you are going to do?

A Just -- I won't make any comment, I haven't, no.

Q Do you agree with the federal government's decision to
drop lawsuits against the automobile companies for failure to put

on adequate smog control devices, to do speedy enough research into

that field?
A Well, actually if I understand correctly, and I wish at
times like this I was a lawyer, this has to do with a past situation
with regard to the automobile industry. It involves the federal
government along. It does not preclude California or any county
or anyone else from taking any action they may feel is necessary
or any action now. And I understand that the consent decree is
not anything that will set back or in any way handicap our own pro-
gram in California and what we are trying to do. Have I correctly
summed 1t up there, Counselor?

ED MEESE: Yes, sir, you ought to be admitted to the bar,
Q Governor, do you think that the State of California should
prosecute the automobile companies, the federal government isn't
going to do .that,
A I don't think there would be any accomplishment. As T
say, this is something that took place, as I understand 1t, prior to
1966, It is not an action that has anything to do with what the
automoblile companies are doing now and I think that we have in our
own hands the abllity to do what we want. We have the most stringent
requirements, more stringent than the federal government. We made
them more stringent in the last session and we can proceed with
what we willl accept ig the kind of an automoblle that can be sold
in the State of California. And that's up to them to comply.
Q Governor Reagan, what's your reaction to the Armwy's deci-
slon to drop charges against the Green Beress in the purder case
in Vietnam?
A Well, I only had time to kind of read the lead in the
headline on that this morning., It all reads like a cloak and

dagger to me, and I doubt if anyone is going to know the whole story
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of that. I think 1t 1s cloak and dagger. And I don't have any

particular opinion, I wouldn't have any facts upon which to base

one,
Q Preflident Nixon has called for the Congress to adopt
the recognition of President's ‘ ; 1f the Senate follows

through on what the House has done, would you hope that the California
Legislature next year ratifies the direct election?

A This is the direct -« simply direct election which crosses
state lines and which Jjust makes a majority decision? I'm opposed

to that. No, there are some shortcomings in the electoral college

system and maybe some things could be corrected. I would lean more
toward a bill such as Mundt has suggested. But I think that

to go to Just a stralght popular election would be the greatest
blow to our federal system of sovereign states that has been struck
in a long, long time. And I think the sourse should be the other
way, that we g£hould be dolng more to strengthen the federal system,
create more autonomy on the part of the states, not less,

Q Governor, what!'s wrong with a straight vote deciding

who should be President?

A Because I think it does violate our federal system.

We are a federation of soveréign states and it offers no protection
for the small state. It means that g little handful of -~ of big
gtates with heavy urban populations would decide from here on out
who i3 going to be the President of the United States.

Q Governor, wouldn't Californla stand to gain more than any
other state in such a change?

A Well, 1t isn't the kind of gain that we want. I don't
think a gain 1s a good gain if it i1s made at the expense of someone
else's rights and I think -~ I think we have to -- 1f we can join
in a plot that lessens the &ffectiveness or the rights of a small
state, then we have set the precedent for some day somebody doing
1t to us, if they deslde to do it to us.

Q Governor, there are apparently five different resolutions
ready to be presented at the California State Employee's Amsociation
statewlde meeting next month, which would strike the no~strike

provision of thelr charter, would remove the no-strike clause from

their charter, What 1s your feeling toward this, if it were to
be adopted?
-



A Well, I think in Californla we have had one of the finest
highest type bodies of state employees of any state in the union,
They have set very high standards and the standards have been met.
I would hate to see that organization pass such a resolution, I
do not believe that anyone can justify the right of public employees
to strike against the public good. And so far I think California
employees have lived up to thelr own high standard by having such

a ban themselves, voluntary ban. This does not mean that I

don't think we can find ways and better machinery for meeting thelr
grievances, settling their problems in a spirit of mutual good wlll
and we should and we are investigating whatever we can do in that
dine, We have been working with them. I would hate to see them
though, as I said before, give up that other -~ that other position
because again there Just can be no moral Justification for a strike
by public employees.

Q Governor Reagan, there seems to be some question whether
or not Californla table grapes are belng marketed with resid%&s of
dangerous pesticides on them. Under that circumstance do you
think a state investigation would be worthwhile arnd justified?

A Well, there is an investigation -- there ig a continuing
investigation. Cur State Agrilcultural Department checks all of
our farm products constantly for dangerous pestlcldes or sprays

of any kind, anything would be harmful. And I think the whole
thing has been blown up on one statement made to the Congressional
Committee, and I think as of this morning it is clear once and for
all that this was a spurious charge, whether deliberate or whether
through ignorance, Four pounds of grapes out of more than 800
million pounds of grapes that were raised in California, were found
to have a substance called aldrin on them in one market some place
in the east. Now, the truth is aldrin is not used on grapes in
California, It is posgible that an error was mede at the laboratory
because it 1s also true that sulphur and aldrin do show up almost
ldentical in a test of the kind that was made, And pessibiy 1t
was this kind of laboratory error, possibly. You can 'v rule out
completely the possibllity of shenanigans in this, But there have
bemn checks made in about 70 areas throughout the country and no
other undue material of this kind, pesticide or spray of any kind,

was found on any of the grampes, But we do have that continuing

check it our owr Dansrtment of Acrdatl$1irma amnd hatvoermlds Parimd Srtr



Q When you talk about shenanigans, are you talking about
Cesar Chavez and his United Farm Workers?

A -I'm only saying that it was a representative of that group
who bought the 4 pounds of grapes, took them to a laboratory, Now,
one of two things i1s possible, What other explanation could there
be for 4 pounds of grapes out of 800 million pounds turning up with
this material on them?  Other than that legltimately and honestly
they made a mistake in the laboratory and the individual who bought
the grapes in good falth made his statement. It could either be
that or the only other explanation is something was done to the
grapes. DBecause, as a matter of fact, to have the amount of aldrin
on those four pounds of grapes would have required an almost impos-
sible spraying of a vineyard to accomplish that kind of residue on
the grapes.

Q Governor,yesterday you told the League of California

Cities that $633 million dollars had been rebited to the taxpayers,

over the past two years. And you attributed this to your economies
in government. Isn't that a rather generous attribution?

A No, it will be at the end of this year, not the past two
years. The estimated amount is 401l million this year. I think
there 18 =-- in the past there's been a certaln percentage of revenues
that came in in excess of expenditures. But at the same time if
you will recall, every dollar of those excess revenues was earmarked
at least three or four times over by some legislators who had programsg
they wanted adopted to spend that money. A number of instances

that these were vetoed and "a. number of instances they couldn't

get them past the legislature. But the bulk of i1t has to be a
reduction in the cost of government for one thing and a holding down
of an inerease in the size of government, and I think that could

be fairly described as economy .

Q Governor, 1f these savings and economies of government

are working like this, why did you say a couple of weeks ago that

therpublic might be faced with a tax increase elther next year or

the following fiscal year.

A Yes, I know, because we have to look ahead, and we have
to look at the course that a couple of -- of departments are taking
or a couple of government programs that we can't control without

some major changes in the law, and even some changes in the federal
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and a couple of these are increasing at a rate much faster than the
normal increase in our revenues and so far we have been able to keep
up because of economies of this kind, But the one principal one is
welfare, Welfare two years ago was supporting 7.3 per cent of the
population of California. Today it is supporting 8.1 per cent of
the population, and in just a few months there has been a $50 million
dollar increase in the monthly outgo of welfare due to various
changes, due to decisions such as the Supreme Court's decision with
regard to residency requirements. It 1s here and it 1s also in

the field of education that the cost is increasing several times,

in some instances as much as the normal increase we expect in
revenues. So, looking ahead, we found that in spite of our efforts
the lines are going to crass up here at a certain point, And I'm
here to tell you now I don't want anyone to get the idea I'm predict-
ing a tax increase, As long as I have anything to do with it we

are not going to let those lines cross. I don't éare what has to

happen. We are not going to ask the people of this state for more

money .

Q Would your tax reform package, 1f 1t passes, preclude
that?

A I think that the tax reform package -~ or the tax reform

program, 1f passed, would help in particularly one field, in
education, In that we know that sales and income taxes do increase
with the expanding economy. They are far more elastic than is

the property tax, and by making a large portion of education financed
by those two taxes instead of property tax, we'd have a better chance
of keeping up with the expansion and the growth of that. But

there are other things that have to happen. We have got to stbp

the great inflation rate. This 1s cone of the things that's eating
us up, as I think I stated to you sometime ago. If we hadntt
increased anything in the budget at all, added any new programs,
expanded anything, we'd have virtually as big a budget as we have
right now simply on the basis of inflation.

Q Governor, Assemblyman Alan Sleroty says January, since

you gave him control of PUC, appointee's utility rates have sky-

rocketed by slightly over 30 billion dollars. And he's contrasting
this with a reduction of utility rates in the years of 1961 and '68,
by some $81 billion dollars. How do you defend this apparent

continuing climb in utilitvy rateg?



A Well, for one thing I .can tell you that I never had a word
with anyone on the Utility Commigsion as to how they do their Job.
Or what they should find. They are free to make their findings
on the bagls of their own staff work and dealing with the utilities,
but I would also call to your attention that there has been complaints
nationwide lately that in the area of utilities, a number of
utilities have been falling behind and are:unable -- and this isn't
a complaint from the utilities, it is a complaint from governmental
bodies. Congress, as a matter of fact, Jjust recently said that
apparently they are falling behind in their abllity to expand and
keep pace wlth the increasing population and the increasing demand
for service. And it could very well be that pabt practices are
recoghized perhaps by today's utility commlssions as having led
to the place that some of our utilities are not able to plow back
into the company the funds, they don't have them available to plow
back intto expand and meet the expanding need and if that's true,
then the Utilities Commission has made declsions to allow them to
get funds for expansion.

MR, RODDA: Thank you, Governor,

e QOO
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PRESS CbuFERENCE OF GOVERNOR RONALD nEAGAN
HELD NOVEMBER 18, 1969

Reported by
Beverly Toms, CSR

(This rough transcript of the Governor's press conference
is furnished to the members of the Capitol press corps for their
convenience only. Because of the need to get it to the press as
rapidly as possible after the conference, no corrections are made
and there is no guaranty of absolute accuracy.)

SIS Yo Yo ppuse

GOVERNOR REAGAN: Well ==

[l

Q Governor, the teachérs and the supervisors are sponsoring

a $900 million dollar property tax relief program that they intend

to put on the ballot in June, How does that affect your own tax
reform program that you will have before the Legislature?

A Well, it is not going to have any affect as far as whether
we afe going ahead or not is concerned because I think that
initiative member ~-- or that initiative proposal, if you analyze

it, is a fraud. The only property tax relief at all that they are
proposing is a $250 increase in the exemption forjgioperty taxpayer.
In reality that bill 1s an almost billion dollars or 900 million
dollar increase in taxes for the people of Califonia, And our own
proposal is one in which we call for redistribution of the taxes

and a taking some of the burden off the property taxpayer. In
fact, cutting it in two, But the end result being no additional
revenue for state and local govermment, and to present this as
property tax reform on tlhe part of those who are -- only the
initiative 1s, again I use the word, a fraud on the people because
actually they are golng to get this increase and there 1is no
assurance that other than the $250 property tax exemption that there!
will be any relief for the property taxpayer.

Q You don't have any faith in the school boards and supervi-
sors reducing the property tax rate commensurately?

A I have more faith in history and it's Jjust been never done. .
1933 when the sales tax was passed, that's what the sales tax was
for, that they were then golng to reduce the property tax and as

we know today, everybody who's paying property tax, it didn't happen.
Q Governor, you Jjust said no additional revenue for local
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government. Wereiyou saying there ls -- under your plan there

is no additional revenue for local government or --

P o F e b
L G PR o Ee F

A No, well, this is going to be up to them, Ourffax plan

is not going to be one that results in the plan itself increasing
the total revenue for state and local government. Now, there are
other property taxes, local government has complete power, but to

do what they want to do with them or what their voters would allow
them to do. We have proposed in ours an actual percentage reduction
that will cut the residential property tax in half and then to pro-
tect that and keep it from just automatically going right back up,
as far as the school tax 1s concerned, our proposal is that this be
in the hands of the people themselves in each district, that they
would be the only ones who could vote an increase in the school
property tax,

Q Goverhor, 1s your plan then in pretty final shape?

A Well, our =-- well, when you say in final shape, our plan
is -~ we have continued to refine and to study and to try to find
improvements, but we are also in consultation with the legislative
leadership and the hearings fthey have been having, and this recent
study and we intend to get together with them, 1f they found some --
some improvements, some better ways, we are in complete agreement

on the basic fumdamental, that the property taxpayer must have
relief, that there must be a better method found in school financing.
And we will very shortly be in consultation with them now that

they have the result of their hearings.

Q Governor, yocu.wgre in that same agreement, however, at

the beginning of the last session.

A No, there were a couple of other items injected there

that seemed to clutter things up, if you will remember that -- where
we were in disagreement, and apparently now they have discussed

a number of alternatives and those same elements don't seem to be
present.,

Q Governor Reagan, with reference to schools, two sub-
committees -~ two Assambly subcommittees are meeting in Los Angeles
tomorrow to look into why 10,000 students were turned away from our
State Colleges. Has your office loocked into this situation and

what have you found?



A Well, I unink some statements have appeared lately, one

from the university and I believe -~ I won't swear to this, but

also from the S8tate College system, that clarified the situation some~
what, that it is nothing different than has been known for the last
has been true, as I say, for a number of years, they refer them to

other campuses, but that there has been no actual cutback in enroll-

itself has sald that no one has actually been turned away from the
university system and I think this is true of the college system.
‘That the confusion comes from things like this fiasco out at Sacramento
State where they had the young people out sleeping in sleeping bags
and I'd like to call something to your attention on that. For
years now Sacramento State has had a definite limit based on its
capacity and it'!'s been up to that limit for a grei&t many years

long before we ever got here, so every year there was a time when
they have applications that exceed the number of enrollments they can
take, And strangely enough three semesters ago they changed their
ocedure and instead of taking the appllcants as the applications
came in and notifying the rest that they were not going to be
accepted, they'd# have to go to another}school, another one of the
state colleges, they suddenly evolved this system of sleeping out

in the campus to be first in line, like tickets for the Rose RBowl
and created thls -- this strange appearance of something new having
takén place on the campus, Nothing new has taken place at all,

nor has anyone in the college system proposed an enlargement of
Sacramento State or to bulld it up. Eventually now, in the Master
Plan, it calls for it going to better than 20,000, instead of the

10 or 11,000, but no proposal has been made as yet to enlarge that
campus, So 1t 1s Jjust one of the schools that is up to capacity
and then they refer them to other state colleges.

Q Where does this 10,000 figure come from?

A Well, I think this figure must come from -~ well, there
are two things. It comes from students that are turned down in
one campus without -~ without a follow-up to see if they then went
to another campus when they were referred to another State college.
It also comes from the fact that the young people today make several
applications. For example, in the larger scene, 1f you take it

-3-



nationally, you could find out that hundreds of thousands of students
are apparently turned away from colleges in this country when it

just isn't true, But the student applies to four or five colleges.
Now, those ~-- he gets one. The other four reveal him as someone
that they turned down, and therefore he was refused admittance, and
if you total up all the figures you are counting a lot of individuals
several times over.

Q Has your office investigated to find out the extent of
this sort of thing? I mean how many students were involved in

fhat or is this one student, the way you look at it, who has been
turned away?

A I think -- it 1s a shame that Alex didn't come in here,

I think we already have all of the facts and figures on this and

I'm sure if you call in Alex Shertiffs or John Kehoe, they can give
you the figures on this, but as the president of the university
explained and most of you carried it in your papers the other day,
there has been no turn away nor will there be at the university
level, that it has been the same procedure of referring from the
campuses that are full to campuses that still have capacity.

Q Governor, I %nferreg from your statement about the three

e

semesters ago Sacramento State changed thelr policy with respect
part of the administration out there to embarrass you personally?

A I didn't say anything of the kind. I Just said they Jjust
changed the procedure and I think to do something now that involves
kids in sleeping bags out on the campus when they can do it by a

81x cent stamp on a letter, I don't understand the reason for

doing it. There have been a lot of things about higher education
that you suggested I don't understand.

Q It wasn't the administration that proposed the sleeping
bags, are they the ones that proposed mail and then the lottery system
that they use?

A I only know thet previously they took the applications
thet were in and took as many as they could take and notified the
rest they weren't accepted, And I don't know how to explain the
fact that now when 1t gets down to the last several hundred applica-
tions for the opening of a semester or a quarter that suddenly the

students have to show up in person and stand in line.
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Q Well, Gc érnor, I thought they said .aat all applications
would be considered equally, that they would be drawn through some
sort of system so that those who applied early had the same chance

as anyone else,

A Well, this is perhaps the change then that --
Q And they urged the people not to come and stand in line
because it wouldn't do them any good, Each person would have an

equal basgis under.the drawing system.
& Well, whatever the system is, it is changing.
Q Under the same general topic, how do you account for the

lack of campus violence both here in California and elsewhere in

the nation?

A Well, depends on what you term violence, If you -- all
of you will recall earlier in this «- well, late in the summer when
we were speculating on what might happen in the fall, I sald that
there was indication that some of the more militant, some of the
more violent had been discussing throughout the summer turning to
more guerilla type activities, The occagilonal bombing and so forth,
We have seen evidence, not in the campus so much, but in New York
City of that last week. But I also think that there is an awakening
of the so-called sllent majority. I think a great many students
have decided that they are the ones that are being victimized by

the militants in their own midst, and I think there is more of an
effort on the part of them to participate and make their wants known,
Q Governor, you've been on both sldes of the camera, do you

have any comment on Spiro Agnew's taking on the networks?

A Well, I thought that the Vice President made a very valid
point in a request for fairness. I would remind you that before
le ever made such a speech, a matter of a couple of weeks before, I
think, in actual timing, that T. V, Guide carried quite an impressive
article in which they quoted the heads of the news bureaus of the
ma jor nelworks about the fact that they themselves lad discovered
that their news coverage and their editorializing was biased and
that they were getting this impression from the viewers themselves.
And the mail to the networks and the T. V. outlets since the Vice.
President's speech would indicate that the viewers themselves do
belleve that. I would think that the -- someone ought to believe

that someone is telling them something.
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Q Governor, do you share the same crit.cism or fe®l the same

eriticism toward the press in California that the Nixon administra-

tion seems to have about the national press?
A Well, are you talking about tle press or are we still on

the subject -~

Q I'm talking about Mr. Agnew.
A -~ the television coverage,
Q That and also criticized the written press, too, I believe

in the U, 8. News and World Report.

A Letts talk about what Mr. Agnew observed, I would have to
say this, you here at the working level, no, no criticism. You

get your story and you get your facts and you take your film and
you send 1t in. But I doubt if there 1ls any one of you here that
would want to deny that once it reached the news bureau certain
things take place in the editing and many times what appears on

the air 1s not the way you reported it. I think you do a fine Jjob,
of coverage, of sending 1ln the answers to your questions, and of
sending in all the facts and all the material that -- on whatever
“incidemt it is you are covering. But you know that right here in
this capitol you, yourselves, have participated in one or two
examples of this, and some of -~ we could start with the swearing

in at midnight three years ago out in the rotunda, And a remark

I made about v to the Senator Murphy, that he and I were once again
on the late late show, And I think all of you who were present

and those of you who were turning the cameras on, you sent in the
film of the Senator kind of doubled over iaughing at the remark, he
enjoyed it. Now, how do you expect a network that deliberately
edited out the shot of him laughing and subgtituted a shot of him
with a scowl on his face, and then told the audience bluntly that
the Senator wasn't amused by my remark, and implied nationwide that
‘he and I were at odds with each other -~ now, that wasn!t your fault,
you covered the news and you sent it in, but you know, it is Jjust
like -- I've got the same complaint, You started a question with
how do I feel having been on both sides of the camera. The same
way I felt when I was -~ when I was back in Hdllywood, when what I
thought was a pretty good pilece of country acting on my part turned
up on the cutting room floor.

Q Then you do feel, Governor, there is a certain amount of
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bias being exhibi\ﬂa by tre national networks.

A Why the national network heads themselves sald that in the
T, V. Guide article and I hawe no reason to think that they'd be
dishonest in talking about themselves.,

(Laughter)
Q What network was that, Governor?

Which one?
Q Which network cut this?

PAUL BECK: CBS.

A I think this was CBS, yes.

Q Do you have any examples of the pre®is in this regard,
Governor?

A What?

Q Any examples of the press coverage in this regard?

A Oh, I == I think in the whole field of what is now termed

as objective reporting, the writer!s attitude and sometimes the
re-writer!s attitude is reflécted in the article,

Q Can you name any?

A Editorializing, I may disagree with the columnist and
editorialist. I agree with his right to do what he's doing.

Q Can you name any speclfic news incident that you've had,
ag you have with the television?

A No, and I wish that I hadn't had to get into specifics
to illustrate the other point. No, I think -~ give me time and

I want to sit-down with a scrapbook, I'm quite sure that I could
find another. Yes, I remarked about one -~ as a matter of fact,
I'll give you a specific, I remarked about one the other day, yes-
terday at the Environmental Council, Fellows, I know I've never
sald, "If you've seen one redwood you've seen them all," but it
continues to be quoted and -- or attributed to me with a quotation,
with quote, quotation remarks around 1t to this day. It's even

been the subjiect of cartoons,

Q What did you say, Governor
A Some of my best friends are redwouds.
(Laughter)
Q Change of subject, Governor, the local papers carried

a picture of a gkler up in Squaw Valley the other day, indicating

BnOw underneath, a change fhat might induce you to make any state-

ment about next year?

A No, I think there is ~- there is so much to do here in
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the job and with b legislature coming back : } the absolute
necessity for onerthing of the tax reform, that we mentioned, that
I think this is a time to.tend to the Job and not think about politics.
Q Governor, former Governor Brown says he plans to write a
book about you, He says your administration needs some disecting.
Do you have any comment on that?
A No, I tell you, I'1l wait until I see the picture version
and I'm terribly converned about who'!s going to play the title role.
If it's Mickey BRooney, he's not tall enough.
Q Governor == when do you think you will have something to
say about your candidacy or lack of 1t?
A Well, there comes a date pretty socon in the spring
when you -- you have to say one way or the other with regard to
filing and --
Q Not until the last possible minute then, is that what you
are saying?
A I think -~ I think I'm going to have enough to do without
bothering about that, yes. Now, wait a minute, there was one here
and then ~-

AAAA Q Governor, now that we have almost reached the moon twice,
do you think the federal government should spend more money on |

problems of cities and compacting the space program?

A " I'm not qualified to know whether the values received
from the space program warrant what's belng spent. I think it is
again just as 1t 1s in our administration here on state problems, it
is a matter of priorities. It doesn't necessarily mean that if
you reduced one that the money wuld then be used for something else.
If something else is right now the higher priority it should get more
money . If something is of a low enough priority to be dropped, it
does not necessarily mean that the money should be spent. We hear
a great deal of talk about spending on urban -~ on the urban problems,
on ¢ity problems. But a vast majority of your people are living in
the cities. Who outside of the ¢itles is supposed to help with
this? I think the cities! problems largely are going to have to be
solved by themselves. By what right do we ask someone living out
in Bouth Succotash, Wigconsin, to help solve the traffic problem in
New York City? And if we are going to have it from city to city,
and they say that every eity has the problems, how do you get money
8-



from the people in Chicago to help in New York if you have to turn
around the next month and get money from the people in New York to
solve the problem in Chicago.
Q Governor, not as a potential candidate for Governor, but
as a private citizen interested in seeing the Republicans continue
in office of Governor after nex@&ear, which of the Democrats most
prominently mentioned do you think a Republican nominee might most
easlly defeat?

(Laughter)
A No, I wouldn't want to -- I wouldn't want to answer that
one, I've always been the kind of fellow that says the other team
is tough and our quarterback has a spralned ankle, but we have the
will and the determination to win. We are going to do our best.
I wouldn't and I don't even know who all ~- I know there are a couple
of them that are pretty vocal right now, but I'm not sure that
they have named all the possibilities. They may have some fellows
under the grandstand that they are going to run out at the last
minute,
Q Just out of thos¢couple that are pretty voecal right now,
which do you think would be the toughest to defeat?
A The way they have been going I wondered whtther theyt!d

be running as a team,

(Laughter)
A t No, I wouldn't say.
Q Gobkernor, how do you feel about the request by the National

Guard after money on federal grant would become sort of a clearing
houge for intelligence -=-

A Firgt of all, I think there's been a certain exaggeration
of what actually happened there. The Council on Criminal Justice
which 1s chaired by the Attorney General, has been dealing with the
problem, studying the problem, the need for more intelligence and

a number of organizations, including the Guard, submitted proposals

and of course wanted -~ felt that he was the best quali-

fied to do 1it. My own feeling is that this properly belongs in the
hands of law enforcement, and I'm sure that the Council on Criminal
Jistice will make a decision on this. As a matter of fact, I dm't
think 1t is any longer in issue. I think the Guard itself recognizes

this, But it was just one of a number of proposals made to solve a
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problem that natlonwide law enforcement has beva talklng about the
need for more intelligence, more coordlnated intelllgence in the
whole field, particularly in the area of disturbances.

Q Do you think the Attorney General's effort to coordinate
intelligence have been inadequate in any way? |

A Ny, I think that as far as our own state =-- well, now,
don't let me be in the position of criticizing the law experts on
that council. If they themselves feel. improvements could be made,
I don't know, I only know that I think we have perlaps been better
than most states in the coordination between local government and
the state agencies, up to and including tre Guard, with regard to
this and with regard to being able to move cooperatively to the
scene of any action when we were needed. Now, the Council feels
and they must have felt there could be improvements cr Lhere would
not have been suggestions that -- or requests for proposals, Now,
we found, actually, a little hiteh in our own setup here in that
normally and I don't think this would happen again, this proposal
was macde without coming through our normal channels in the cabinet
here tc gel a policy decision, Just went directly to the Council,
Q Governor, Mayor --

Q Governor, would i1t have gone through the normal channels
would you try to stop it?

A Well, as I say, my own reaction I -- you are agking me
to comment on something without having heard whatever proposals they
might have made, but my own reaction is that this properly belongs
in the hands of law enforcement agenciles,

Q Mayor Alioto said yesterday there should be a state law

against someone standing up in the audience advocating assassination

of a President, as David Hilliard did in San Francisco State.
Would you support such a bill% v

A Let me turn to my legal advisor. I read that this
morning ard I meant to ask you earlier this morning, isn!'t there
something in the neture of a law on ~- with regard to advocating
this the seme as inciting to riot?

ED MEESE: I think there is actually a law against
specifically soliciting or encouraging anyone to commift a crime,
including murder or assassination, I think you get on the particu-
lar factual ziltuation a questiwm of whether or not this is just an



abstract statemeanSr this is specifically inwxnded to incite action,
And so I think that this is a pretty complex legal problem rather
than just saylng there ought to be a law.

A As a matter of fact, the complexity of it can be 1lllustrated
by the Dan Siegel case right now, the president of the student body
at Berkeley who made the gulte inflammatory and emotional speech
that preceded the People'!s Park riot and you will recall he 1s
charged and this is the contention that is trying to be established,
did he just -- was the crowd just inflammed on its own spontaneously
because of his remarks or did he deliberately =-- is he responsible
for sending them down the street.

Q Do you think it should be tightened up then, the law?

A Let's get another legal view here.

VOICE: We have talked about it with the U. S. Attorney
this morning and he's had some comments made to him and he's done
gome research since yesterday,.the statement was made, and it is his
feeling, that the code sectioni;applicable to what Mr. Hilliard said
in San Francisco, but it hasn't been used since the last -~ since
the early 1900's and so there is some question about 1ts continued
validity, but there is the law which he feels is applicable,.

Q Which U, S. Attorney?

(VOICE) Simonelli, here in Sacramento,

Q If that's the case, Governor, do you think they should
prosecute if it is applicable?

A Well, again, that's a decision for them to make, You'lve
just heard the legal views here and if -~ there seems to be some
action in this regard and some study into what's going on. As a
¢citizen, I'11l tell you this, and I'm sure all of us are concerned, I
think there is something wrong with how far we have drifted into
this whole atmosphere of violence when people do stand up now and
whether it is a President or anyone else, openly talk about having
gomeone killed. This is a2 -~ I don't think this 1s the type of
atmosphere that we were raised in in this country, most of us, and
I don't think it is an improvement over what we knew in an earlier
time,

Q Back to the military department. You said there that
you had -- you think the Guard recognizes that perhaps there is a
feeling against it or -- have you got any indication that the Cuard

is going to drop that application for federal funds?



A T think tuey are.
ED MEESE: It was just a proposal, and I think there is
some question of whether law enforcement assistance funds would even

be used for a proposal under the Natlonal Guard. This is all

S8trictly in a discussion stage, but it is doubtful at this stage

of the game whether they will go any further with it. The Chalrman
of the Council is the Attorney General and he's already spoken of
his own opposition to such a thing.

Q Governor, on the ~- that you explained the statewilde
uniform code for prefab houses and things like that, Is there any
particular reason why there is not one union representative in the
contract for contractors?

A No, and as a matter of fact, you said-=~this hadn't even
occurred to me one way or another,

Q They are all City Councilmen and County Supervisors and
contractors and builders and architects, but there aren't any labor
or construction members,

A Well, I think that's because the subject they have got to

solve 1s not one of union-management requirements, it 1s one of

restrictions in community building codes, laws, as to whether you

¢an have prefab or the type of structure and so forth, So we'lve
got people involved in that field to do this, You'd be surprised
if you went arund the state and find out -- take the differences,
the variances in building codes in all of our communities, and it 1s
gelng to do us no good to try to encourage a prefabrication industry
if most of the towns in the state have technicalities which would
make 1t impossible for them to erect those homes in any of the communl-
ties, so this isn't a case that wouldactually be involved with
labor and management, I'm quite sure as this industry gets under
way you will then find that labor and very properly so, Will move in
as to what must be the working conditions, rates of pay and so forth
for their craftsmen who will be cbviously working in this field,
Q Last year or earlier this year you sald that you were going
to wait and get Congress in 1969 to see if they would do something
on farm-labor legislation., They have not done anything, I dm't
believe, S0 I was wondering if you were plahning anything on the
state level or going to back any bills on the state level in 1970.
A I Jjust have to tell you that so far we haven'!t gotten
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into anything on LN;t. what the situation ik,i As a matter of
fact, almost a hundred per cent of our time has been -~ is being
spent in the cabinet these days on the budget,the new budgeting
procedure. So I just == I just have to plead not having gone into
that matter,

Q Governor, four U. C. Davis students, including two former
Marines, wrote you last week complaihing about the adminlstration
there, They say 1t tacitly approved anti-war demonstrations on the
campus, but last week lghored Veteran's Day, and they have demanded
a public official apology. Are you golng to take any action on
their letter?

A Well, you say they did this last week, Well, thils in
the normal channels of the mall, and coming through the whole shop,
hasn't reached my desk, but I would be -- I'm very interested to
hear that there is such a letter on the way. And believe me, I
think it is a subject that should be discussed at the Regents level
on this subject, and it again comes back to the quegtion I answered
earlier that this is an indication that there are students, the so-
called silent majority, who are standing up and being counted, and

my own poiition on the moratorium was that this was a matter of

personal decision and certainly no professor had a right to impose
his thinking on the moratorium on his class by shutting the class
doors and denying c¢lassroom instruction to those who might not be
sympathetic to it, And T think that it is significant and an
indication of some of the things that have been wrong on the campus.,
And that they would pick and chose between the things in which they
would tacitly approve. Now, I don't -- they have made the charge.
The first thing would be to establish whethe this was true at Davis
or not.

VOICE: Thank you, Governor.
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GOVERNOR REAGAN: Well, a bright spring day ~-- fall day.
No opening statement.
Q Governor, yesterday the Coordinating Council recommended
or suggested a tuition for the university and state colleges but
they suggested it he collected as a flat fee, Now, at the last
Regents meeting you seemed to be opting for the earn, learn and
reimburse theory. Will you accept just a flat fee increase at the
university and state college?
A Well, I'm gratified that they -~ they took the action
and in recognizing the need for this and the validity of having a
tuition, but I wish -~ I'm concerned that those with the most
expertise in the field, the educators themselves, have not more
seriously looked at this problem, the double problem, --fhe
problem of the needy student who needs help in going to school;
the problem of finanoiﬁg higher education nationwide, to see ir
we cculdn't evolve something new, and I have suggested as an idea,
it would seem to me that ‘there would be some area in there for
state underwriting loans not only for a tuition, but for other
expenses for students, and a repayment on the principle that getting
an education is actually improving a caplital asset -~ it is a
capltal improvement and thus like a capital improvement should be
raid back over the lifetime of the improvement, which would mean
the earning years of the student after he got out of school and I
still think there 1is a wide open field there. I'm not qualified
to provide the answers in that field, but I think that they could
find some way in which they could meet these two problems with
other than just a £lat tuition. But then maybe this 1s a first

step.  Maybe having recognized the need for it we can proceed to
.
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something more meaningful.

Q Are you saying, Governor, that while you want tuition
you are not very happy with any of the specific plans yet for tui-
tion?

A I just don't think that there's been enough exploration
given to alternatives to what has always been the standard idea of
Just simply assessing a charge, I know that there was a -~ they
expressed the need as we all have that if this 1s imposed then
steps must be taken to insure that no student will find himself
deprived of an education becausge of inability to meet the charge,
Q What soundings dn this subject did you get from the
students yesterday evening?

A As a matter of fact that subject didn't come up in all
of the discussion. »

Q Governor, mow have you prorosed this idea of state under-
writing these loans -- I believe this is a new concept, you haven't
spoken of it tefore, Is there some formal plan goling on underway
or --

A No, no, Rill, I ~- at the last Regents meeting in this
whole discussion I simply voilced a number of these ideas and this
approach of it being a capital improvement, hoping that the people
there and the people in education would see the possibilities and
furn their attention t{o this because they'!re certainly the best
qualified to come up with such an answer, And I -- I explained
several times in the discussion that this was not a plan or not =--
it was nothing more than trying to open some doors and suggest
paths for exploration.

Q On another toplec, Governor, are you sympathetic at all
with the Indian effort on Alcatraz to clalm that island for them-
selves?

A Well, this is really a Federal problem now, I think
that the young péople there aren't really trying to solve anything

about Alcatraz Island. I think they are trying to focus attention

on what they feel are the neglected problems of the Indidn pedﬁie
in the nation at large, and in that regard I am in sympathy with
the problems of the Indians that I don't think have ever been
properly met, Welve taken ~~ I would have to say that thelr

occupation 1f it 1s for the purpose of getting attention, is not
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necesgsary ag far as the state administration 1s concerned because
we have taken a number of steps trylng as far as we can to meet
some of these problems in California. But I can't be in sympathy
with that kind of actlon. This 1s simlilar to most demonstrations
which are trying to solve problems by demonstratimn rather than by
actually getting down and sitting down at the table to solve them.
Q Are you sympathetlc to making Alcatraz an Indian Cultural
center or some sort of center for Indlans? Have you got a good
idea for Alcatraz?

A There are a number of things that have been suggested,

I think it is time for the federal government and I know Wally
Hickel has said that he wants to do this, to finally sit down with
all the people involved, which would be the bay area communities
as well as the federal government and review all the potentials

fo make sure that whatever is done with Alcatraz is to the best
interest of the most people. And I -- I haven!t got an opinion
on -- of all th@ideas that were suggested which one 1s proper.

Q Governor, what agenclies does .the state have for dealing

with Indian problems? The Commission of Indian Affairs has gone

cut of exlstence,

A Well, I just happen to have a memorandum in my pocket

on this particular subject. Wetve developed Californla's first
Indian Legal Aid program, The first Indian Health Services pro-
gram, We have encouraged payment by the federal government of

the 29 million dollar disburgement to California Indians that was
approved by Congress several years ago. We developed through the
state OEO office first Intratribal Councill and there are presently

36 of the 70 tribes are now involved in this statewide Indian
Coordinating program, We have recently requested Health, Education
and Welfare in Washington to reinstate the federal Indian Health
Sgrvices program, And BRob Keyes in the Community Relations staff
have been assigned a key role in liaison with the California Indian
communlty and state govermnment, Now, all of these things are going
forward and why I happen to have this is because of the very fact
that this thing that's going on, I wanted to know how we are pro-
gresslng and what we are doing in this field.

& Are there Indlans serving on the administrative body of

all these programs?
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A I'd hawe to check up on that and check with Bob Keyes as
to what we are doing. I know I would be surprised if they aren't
because this was one of our views that everybody has had algo, sort
ofivsoards and commissions about the Indians and we thought there
ought to be some of the Indians,

Q A different subject. Governor, you had this advisory
committee to make recommendations on what to do about the Redwood

State Parks, Have you had a repert from them and what is your

inclination at this point?

A No, we haven't had tle: report tack on this. I haven't.
It might be over in Ike Livermore's department for evaluation, but
this is the very complicated problem of the use of these lands

and the involvement of our own State Parks, and how you would make
an arrangement, You canit just suddenly hang a different shingle
on a State Park in the area as much as this hand has been contri-
buted by donors to the State, but we are anxious to finally evolve -=-
the truth is they cannot have a fine National Park unless they
incorporate some of our State Parks. Now, as you know, my own
approach to this has been first to explore what possible trades

we can make to get other federally held property, federally owned
property for recreational and park use here in our state,

Q A different topic. The House Banking Committee in Los
Angeles took considerable testimony from housing people 1n
California, that the industry is in serious condition, Do you

share that point of view and what do you think can be done about

ite
A Well, the housing industry has been in a slump nation-
wide for quite gometime, and in California -~ this was one of the

moves that the President made when he asked all of us to defer scme
of our construction in other projects hecause the inflation rate

in the construction industry is several times higher than normal
inflation rate, and it is because there has been such a concentra-
tion on great construction projects not involving housing that there
is a great shortage -- not only of money, but of personnel over in
the housing industry. And if you will note what the President
asked was a deferment of projects other than that to see if we
couldn't sizply by deferring in those other areas, channel scme of
the construction personnel, construction companies, and machinery

back into housing. I don't think the pilecture is quite as dark
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as some of the witnesses testified here, Here in California there's
been a slight improvement in it. But a whole combination of
things, the difficulty in getting money, the high interest rates,
there 1s no question but that the single home -- single unit is

way down from what it should be. Another thing that I think might
be a gtimulant, that I'm very hopeful abtout, I think the break-
through into the idea of assembly-line construction of homes may

be the answer to the one area where we haven't caught up with

the rest of our technology. We are still bullding homes the way
they have been built from the beginning of time, And the result
is that while inflation has increased the price, the gquality, if
anything, you could say, has actually gone down as to being able

to afford size and quality construction and I think that maybe

a great answer might be in the utilization of the assembly-line
technique, We have made that breakthrough here-with the recent
legislation in California,

Q Aside from the deferment of projects, is there anything
else that can be done to help the industry?

A The housing industry. Well, actually I haven't given

any thought to stop gap measures. I think that the main thing
that could be done right at the moment, in addition to these others;
the assembly-line idea -~ the main thing that could be done is

to continue, all of us in cooperation, on the stemming of inflation
because unless you do that we areé not going to solve any of the
problems. It has reached a rate at the beginning of the year --
well, sometime last year, inflation reached a rate that 1s well

on the way to carrying money in a basket and that!s why I'm in
complete sympathy with all the efforts that are being made to

cool inflation.

Q Governor, on another topic. Some people look on the

Pinkville massacre as an example of how the war in Vietnam i1s

brutalizing the Unlted States, How do you look upon that whole
event?

A Well, first of all, if ituchould develop in the trials
that are going to be that this -~ it did in truth take place, I
don't think anyone could condone that, On the other hand, I think
anyone has to realistically accept that in war and in the heat of
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combat these things have happened as long as there have been wars,
I think there has been a failure to note that we are probably the
only country that I know of at the moment that has consistently
looked with abhorrence on this to such an extent that even in the
midst of a conflict we will take action to punish those people

who have gona that far. There are countries in the world who
accept this Inecluding our enemy, as a normal part of warfare and
do it deliherately, not Jjust in the heat of combat or because some
individuals get out of line. I would like to comment at this
time I won't go beyond this, because I am in complete sympathy
with the requests that have heen made by everyone involved, that
the comment and the press interviews of prospectlive witresses stop
before they do make 1t impossible in a trial legally to do Jjustice
and to find out what actually went on, And I'm amazed at the ~-
the way we have countinued to ignore the pleas in this behalf, to
continﬁe to conduct the trial right out now in the public instead
of where it should be tried, We have teen informed there will be
a trial. I think now we should respect the wishes of those who
are going to be conducting that trial when they hawe begged that
we not endanger what they are trying to do.

Q Does that make a casgse for government control over the
press in a situatlion like that, do you think?

A No, I don't think so. I think all we are -- all I'm
suggesting is that I think the same thing applies as applied
sometime ago in a noted -- in tre arrest of an agsassin here in our
own state when a local official of a city was taken over the coals
by the same press bemause of some remarks they considered injudicial
that he had made akout the suspect. And they said that he
endangered arriving at a just decision by the remarks, Well,

the same thing holds trucwlth this, There comes a time once the
case 1s launched, when under our judicial process we can make 1t
difficult to achieve justice,

Q Governor, do you think that the story of the massacre

or alleged massacre would have come out without the press reporting
on it?

A I don't know, and I know thisg, Bill, don't -~ if you want
to get me on that side, I still agree with Thomas Jefferson. He
had to ~-- said i1f you had something -- some quote, I can't gilve it

accurately -- to the effect, if you had to get along without public



offlcials or without a free/press, he would chose to get along
without publie officials and keep the free press. No, there

are many instances and one of the great services carried forward
by the press is the bringing to the attention of the people and
the forecing of action in some cases, such as this. No, I have no
quarrel with that at all.

Q Governor, back to the original question. We have always
held ourselves -- we, as a nation, have always held ourselves above

this kind of action and now we find the possibility that we are
(inaudible)

“doing the same thing that occurred in --===- and things that we have

held in scorn in previous wars, Are we changing or what 1s this?
A No, I don't think we are, and I don't think you!'ll find
anyone in America who doesn't look with abhorrence on this that
took place. Again, I'm only saying you can't go farther than this,
a trial is going to be held. Now, 1f 1t develops that this did
take place then also at the trial will be developed, was this with
the knowledge of someone in officlal capacity to either approve or
disapprove 1it. Was this at a level in whéch it was a unit that
had Jjust lost scores of men, that in the heat of combat did what,
as I say, has been done by men I guess on both sides in wars, as
long as wars have gone on, This will all come out at a trial.
But I don't think there is anyone in America who would hold still
for this country fighting a war even with the Nerth Vietnamese, on
the terms that the North Vietnamese fight it. They have made
cruelty and terror and the killing of innocent civilians a part of
their official policy. You only have to go back a few years to
before the outright involvement of American troops to recall the
almost daily stories of the bombing of schoolrooms and motion
plcture theaters and playgrounds by the Viet Cong terrorists as a
part of their campaign. Now, there 1ls the differente between what
can almost be called crimes of passion by individuals or groups
and an official policy of the enemy, And no one in this country
subscribes to that, This is, I think, in many peoplel's minds,
why we are engaged with this enemy is because two philosophies are
at issue. Ours and that other kind of lack of humanity. Now,
what we are talking about, 1f this dild indeed take place, we are
literally talking about tle same thing: that happens when, in the

past, we have had a lynch mob get under way and no one approved it
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nor was it ever orficial policy or a part of our philosphy.
Q You pointed back to history saying that, you know, as
far as the wars have gone back, Do you think wars will ever end,

yes or novY

A What
Q Do you think wars will ever end?
A Well, the propheciesg .inihtheé.Bible say yes, we will come

to a millenium, a thousand years of peace. I'm sure, I've never
lost falith in mant's upward climb, I think that, however, that
those today who for example are advocating a unilateral disarmament
and withdrawl by this country are being very naive because there
are still barbarians in the world and they have made it very plain
they are there, and what we should re-evaluate, I think, in this
country, 1s our commitment to civilization and to tle defense of

a philosophy that advanced fapther in this land than any place in
the world of the brotherhood of man, but we will get no place if
we simply assume that having achleved 1% or tried to achleve it

here it is enough for us to sit back and let the jungle close in

again.
Q Can wg come back to California?
A I'd like to very much.
(Laughter)
Q Is it your inclination at the moment to grant the extra-

dition of Bobby Seal to Connecticut?

A Well, that hearing isn't until next week. And here again
I don't think I should comment in advance of the hearing. They
haven'!t presented their case yet for why they don't want him extra-
dited, so I'1l walt till the hearing takes place.

Q Governor, what's your opinion of the draft lottery, the

federal draft lottery?

A Well, I think it is a step in the right direction.

As you know, I'm one who believes that once combat ig actually
ended and you are not in a conflict, I believe in a volunteer army.
I think, in the elimination of the draft. The President expressed
the same view. There may be holes in thls, but I think 1t is an
improvement over what we presently have, Anything that shortens
down the uncertainty for a man and gives him a definite knowledge
that he either will or will not te called within a certain specified
time is going to be a great improvement.

Q Goverrior, on ancther subiect. You met wvesterdav with



vSenator Cologne ovef -~ he wanted to get a figm commitment from you
regarding starting construction of Perfgs Dé;, Riverside County,

by the middle of next year, and Senator Cologne said after the
meeting he hoped to get an’affirmative response from you within

two weeks. Can you comment on that?

A Well, our greatest problem of course has to douth

next June and the election with regard to the bonds, the financing

of the whole water project. There are still other alternatives

that we are exploring. There is no question that the Perris
Reservelr and the line leading to 1t is at the very end of the
water project for the delivery to the south of water, On the
other hand, the water can be delivered to the south without that
reservolr although it was always an integral part of the gystem,

I want to gee it completed and I want to see the Perris Reservoir
built, but we are all sitting here now with this problem of
financing the entire project, We are sitting here with two
problems. First of all, the selling of the bonds whih were
authorized and second, finding the additional funds because there
is no guestion that the people of Californila were deceived into
believing that the original one and three-quarter hillion dollars
bond issue would build the entire water project and thase that

let them believe that knew otherwise. They knew that the project
even then wlithout the excalation in costs we have had due to
inflation -~ that they were a half a billion dollars short in the
amount of bonding that was needed, but they were fearful that the
people wouldn't pass any bigger bond issue and that the whole
project would go down the drain. So when I say deceived, let me
put it this way, that perhaps they were not actually told, they
were allowed to belleve that one and three-quarter billion dollars
would pay for the project. Now, these are the two things that we
must meet. Number one, the present bonds, the selling of them and
this requires the passage by the people of the increased interest
rate and the second 1s getting the additional money. But I want
you to know that I told Senator Cologne this, that I am, and as
far as humanly possible, committed to the building of the Ferris
Reservoir,

Q Just one follow~-up guestion. Governor, when do yvou think
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you will be in a peosition to know either way whether you can proceed?

Would this have to wait till next year or would you know sooner?
A Well, I would hope that we would be able to say before

the. June election.

Q Before the June election,
A We must decide whether and what effect that might have on
1t T would hope we would he able to say yes, pass those bonds

on this or this interest rate change and this would be one of the
results. And this 1s why I've urged Bill Gianelli to step up our
own studies of this whole thing so that we can come before the
people honestly before that issue is on the June ballot and tell
them what the result will be,

Q You won't know within two weeks, though, as Cologne
indicates?
A I don't know just what it was he could have been referring

to on that. I don't think you could have a certainty of this in
two weeks,
Q Governor, Mr, Unruh is‘having the press into his home
this week. I wonder 1f you are planning any similar holiday enter-
taining.

(Laughter)
A No, I figure that come the holidays everyone wants to
be with their own family and so I haven't planned anything cf the
kind,

Q Will you be sending along a good luchk telegram to Jesse?
A No, like everyone else I'11 just be sitting with baited
breath,

Q Governor, once in a while rumors pop up that you may run
for the Senate next year. Are you prerared now to say that you

won't run for anything but Governor if you do run for anything?

A If I run for anything, I won't run for anything but
Governor, No, we have got a fine Senator in. Senator Murphy.

He's running, he's a candidate and I'm going to do everything I can
to see that he's returned to Washington regardless of what I do

myself. No.

Q How about 1f he drops out?

A What?

Q How about if he drops out?

A tWell, I don't think he's going to. I don't think there
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is -- he's assureg.@e that he isn't, That sjiething that cannot
be foreseen now in the line of an accident that should bring that
about, that still won't change my ideas about it.

Q What was the basig for your opinion that the monthly

moratorium day activities were actually planned behind the Iron

Curtain?

A Well, now, my assertion if you’will -- were present, was
a question, I said shouldn't some of those who were sincerely
interested in peace and who marched sincerely in the parade ask
some very pertinent questions and I saild, shouldn't they ask if
meetings were not held in East Berlin at the peace conference last
year with regard to this; some meetings here in this country, .one
that's been reported in Cleveland; if a meeting was not held
between the first and the gecond moratoriums; a meeting was not
held in which one of our own advigors in previous dealings for

the govermment met with’a group of Congressmen who had supported
the first moratorium and urged them to not be involved in the
second because the leadershlp was more interested in the Viet Cong
victory; I suggested thowe be asked for because in various segments
of the press these meetings have been mentioned and in mosgt cases
they have quoted individuals, leaders involved in the moratorium,
quoted them as to statements they had made pledging their support
to the Viet Cong in those meetings, and since that time a column
by Evans and Novagk has reported quite extensively on some and now
has added a meeting in Stockholm that, as he said, took place,

and ancther meeting in Yanol, and they quoted American leaders
participating in the mobilization, quoting statements they had made
with regard to those meetings, I'm still asking the question.

I think it would be very interesting to pin this down and run some
up and find out, and there might be a challenge for a free press to

find out.
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Q Governor, in order to bring a halt to thef£££;:db you
still believe that we should be doing such things as bomblng the
harbor at Haiphong and that type of action or do you think we are
following the proper course?

A I have to say in my own oplnion that I think we are
approaching a day with the breakdown of negotiations in Parils. I
think it's obvious that the enemy has not met any one of our attempts

to build a bridge leading toward peace, And I think that the time
11~



‘is fast coming whe. this country is going to ...ve to review its

options.
Q Do you think the administration feels this way? They
indicate that this is not the course they are going to take at all,
A I'd be very surprised if you analyze some of the paragraphs
of the President'!s November 3rd speech -~ I thought there were
indications in there that he was saying to the enemy, if they
analyzed it, that we are not golng on endlessly talking and allow-
ing our men to be killed.
Q Governor, by reviewing our options, you mean continued
bombing or stepped up bombing?
A This would be up to those who have access to the infor-
mation and what the proper options would be, But I think they would
be options that would be quite the opposite of continuing to invite
the enemy to talk for peace when the enemy has: refused to cooperate
so far,

VOICE: Thank you, Governor.,
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