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WEBWS COUWFLRENCE OF GOVERNOR ROHALD REAGAN
HELD MAY 7, 1274
Keported oy:
beverly D. Toms, CSR
Tnis rough transcript of the Governor's Press Conference

is for the convenience of the lews Corps. only. Because of the need to

2}

get it to the press corps as rapidly as possible, no corrections are

wade and there is no guaranty of absolute accuracy.)
""'""""O“/.)O"'"’"'
GOVERINOR RLAGAL: Class will come to order. GCood morning.
o opening statement.
e o
Q Governor, can vou give us a clarification on what your
driinis@ration plans are relative to tiie opening on a limited bhasis of

Pl Tl , . o . - o =
+& for tae mentally 111 at Aghews and Patfon State Fospitals?

=

Andy Jobertson announced thatsthey would be opened and now he's saying
that mayie they won't be opened.

A Well, I don't know ahout%his, but I know that the way in
wihich i . .
adeiw tiils was hailed or aannounced, I think, gave a wroljg 1lmpression to
the public about hospitals beinc closed being opened. These hospitals
are open and have not been closed. This is a change within the
hospitals of wings as =-=- with regard to -- to those patients who do
require more or less long~term or even permanet custodial care. Yow,
civiously as the patients come in and out of the hospitals after
daghosis and brief treatment and then co back to the communiti health
care centers, it is a little bit like the situation with the prisons,
tnat we are gettinc a different mix. Those that are left in the

hospitals are -- are those of the long-term custodial care nature.

AndG so there will be chances within the hospitals of that kind. This
was not a reopening of something, ell, technically it might have been

%&eopening of a ward that hasn't been used because of the increase in
tnat particular type cf ~~ the propprtion of that type of patient.

¢ Viell —=

A o, there is no great drastic change in policy or anything
at all, This is == this is just recular administration of the problems
as they fluctuate.

L Governor, you are correct, that both hospitals have had

grograms for the mentally ®etarded. But their procrams for the mentally
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ill were phased out. .low, the question now is Robertson oorrect when

. - .
e says that the programs for the rentally ill on a lirnited basis will

be reoﬁgned aExtnese two hospfials or will they not?

A Wwell, ves, these are =-- as I saad before, as we cet the
f%ﬁhge in the balance of the patients, yes, there will ke wings that
will change probably, so others ﬁhat will decline some place. There

is no way in advance to know that, but the =~ what I'm suggesting is
that the oridinal idea made itseem as if we were going hack and reopen-
ing closed hospitals and the whole change of policy isn't ~= it just
weflects the flux that we have in the type of patients,

Yes, I understand that, Governor, just bear with me just a

e

wonent, please,

& Yes.,

o But will the programs at these particular hospitals be
peapened for the mentally ill?

PN tiell, now, my last understanding was that they would be,
that they were going to be.

ViddE ORR: It is ny understanding, too, but I didn't

understand tiaey had been completely vhased out at both hospitals.,

Q Programs for the mentally ill were.
VERIL ORR: 11 right, I didn't understand that.
Q Governor, have you had a chance to read the rest of the

ranscript yet?

A dop, but I'ni == I'm working at it. I'n reading the --

I nope to get a copy which will be easier reading because the print
is very fine, but I'm reading the verbatim sranscript that has keen

nars in California, and obviously I haven't

L

pripted in one of our newspa
nad the time to get very deep in it.
- -~
Q Both Senator Scott and VWilliam Randolph Hearst have had

X - Ledac ey )
o &
soue rather narsh comments after reading portions of those transcripts.

What -- do you have any thoughts alonc that line as you reflect on it?

iy Well, as I

U2

aid the other day, I'm going to redd them.

I'm not going to read someone else's interpretation of them or make
any statements on the interpretation of themn. T'r going to read them.
liow, maybe they had more time to read than I have. I haven't gotten
that far.

Q vuat do you think of what vou've read so far, Governor?

A tiell, I haven't read deep enough. 2s I said before, I think

we were asked to lock at the whole transcript, the whole body of
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evidence, anda that's wh=t I intend Eo do, rather tran just making a
uggment on what portion I‘'ve read;

Q Well, have you seen any &vidence éﬁ,all vet, Gogegrnor, of
what Hugh Scott called shabby, disgusting, immoral behavior on the part
of tnose wuo took part in those conversations?

A Well, again, I'd rather comment when I have read the entire

transcript.
& You sound lkke you don't want to say anythinq about them,

Governor. Are you hedging or don't wart to get involvéd in this?
A Jdo, I'm not. ilo, I think I have a right to read this
ﬁ;ire transcript. It was presented as a body of eviden¢e on this
subject. I'im going to try to read it.

[¢] Another subject. Yesterday Senator ¥oscone presented ds
with a petitfgh signed by 17 Denocratic Senators saving they oppose

any ceathoed appointments on your part. Do vou think it would be a

good idea to hold off on these or do you plan to go ahead with the
appointwments you still have to nake?

A Well, I think Senator :oscone better do some reviewing about
tie whole governnental structure and the whole idea of how appointments
are nmaue. First of all, the =-- perhaps the Senator would like to have
us go back to the spoils system in which we clean house and throw
everybody out every new election and start over again. I don't think
he means that and I don't think he would want that if he stops to think
about it. But what he is suggesting is that the balance that is part
of law and part of th%&onstitution of California, and in statute form,
is all wrong. Now we have a nurmoer of appointments that are pleasure
appointrents of the Governor. These the Governor can appoint who

he wants and who he believes for certain jobs to help him, department
heads and so forth, in the running of the Executiwe Branch. And those
being pleasure appointrments, those end when his term ends, and the next
Governor has the same privilege. Dut there are also a number of term
appointnents to ensure continuity of government. These are term
appoint%@tns in which the Governor appoinks someone for a specified term
and this is to ensure that in those areas, and this is, as I say,
covered by the statutes and by the Constitution, that we have overlap
anc & Gowernor inherits people in those positions who have experience,
who are qppointeé by other governors before him, hen their term
&pires, then it is his turn and it keeps one governor from =- from
totally dominating all the appointments in all the governmental
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posaitions, and if tné Senator thinks that'’s wrong, then I would
suggest that the Senator take it up in the Iegislature, not in the
manner he has,but in =-- in the proposals to change the law in this
regard. but for him to suggest that I not make appointments at this

tie, we have appointments, -- term appointments expiring constantly.

And we have the better part of a year to go. Tow, some of those are
coummissions and they are agencies that handle thousands of cases that
need resolving on an on-going basis. Is he suggesting that I heave
those positions vacant and that gevernment grind to a halt in those
areas for nine montis until we wait to see ~- until we wait and see
who is ¢oing to be the next Governor? But if it is only because

I have ciiosen not to run and he suggests, as I read nis article,

tnat somehow tne fact that I am not running again is repudiation by
the voters of everything I propose doing, well, when did that begin?
Tne.day after I was elected¢ for this second term? I'éd made it
plain before I was even elected that I would not run for a third term.
When éid I become a lame duck? Should term appointments or should
my..appointments be fore three years == was I elected for three years
or three and a nalf years or two years? Seems to me that they told
me wiaen I was elected it was for four yesars and to perform the

functions of this office for four uears until I cease being

Governor.

. S - ‘f,l'f', . - e -

Q Didn't you complain in '66 about former Governor Brown's =--
A #o, there's the kind of thing that I propose - - and I

told the President Pro Tem. of the Senate that I will not do. That ==
the real death ped appointmehhs, and yes, this ¢id take place by a
Governor who had been rejected at the polls who had been defeated

and who between his -~ the election and the inauguration of the new
governor literally created vacancies and filled spots with death

bed appointuments hastily in that period to leave his imprint on the
next administration and forestall legitimate appointments, and I have
had a meeting with the President Pro Tem ofthe Senate and have told

him I have no intention of doing that and will do nobhing of that kind.

&nd I nave asked for the same consideration from the Senate, that

they view my appointments as they are supposed to, as to whether the

individuals are compentent and that's the wayI intend to do it.
Q Governor, do you make -- excuse me, do you make any of
these appointments witl ide i1 T phi oF e

e ments with the idea of keeping your philosophy here after
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January? Is that - does that play into your ¢ ‘sideration at all?

A tell, obviously I must nake the appointments when I've

riade then: for the last seven and a half years, and continue to make
then, on the besis of my beliefs in government and what I promised

the people I would try to do, and a philosophy which éVidently they
pproved Lecause they elected ne. Dut I certainly am not now going to
tty and guess who is going to be the next Governor and make an appoint-
memt on the basis &6f who do I think he'll like. Because I don't know
who is going to be the next Governor.

Q Governocr, will there be sore sort of a cuﬁlof% dgie when you

will not make any more appeintments? How do yvou decide when it is

death bed appointrent and when it isn't?

B P
3

A Well, as I say, I think the period between an election
and the inauguration, that shows who is going to be the next
Governor, I think preseants a%entirely different case. In the
instance of the outgoing Governcr, seven and a half years ago, yes,
he did his utnost to use that period between his projection at the
polls and my inauguration to load up government with as many
appolintees of his own choosing as he could. And I am not going to
Go tuaat. I would think =--

() Govarnor --

A I would think that I would take into consideration in that
period who the next Governor is =-

W Liould you go so far as to consult with the next Governor,

whoever e nay be?

A It is going to depend who he is.
{Laughter)
Q Governor, are you saving yal'll make no appointments

from election time until the end of your term?

A 40, I can't promase that, Squire, because I don't know
what the situation is. There might be a retirement, a death, a
someone leaving government that would leave a vacancy there in one of
tuese areas, as I have said, where they have on-going cases, hearing
cases, ggery day, proklems every day, that nust be solved, and

that I would have to fill the job.

G Vlell, wouldn't it depend to some extent, at least, on the

nature of the position that's open and the urgency of the appoint-

ment, necessity of filling the appointment?

-



a Jack you said it better than I could. That's it. If you
all write that down, that's it.
G Now, one ggasticon I wanted to ask, as long as we are at
it ==
(Laughter)

-
o
-~ I notice khat -~ that Moscone singled out Pat Gayman

(.7

° ¥ " s «.,.z"” fff'&(
as one of the appointments., Jow, 1is that not a pleasure appointment

and will that not end with the end of yvour administration?

A hat is a pleasure appointment, yes.
0 Well, then --
A Therefore I have every ricght to put someone in there to ad-

iinister that job.

G The situation seven and a half years ago that irritated

you most was tihe judges, wasn't it -~ that not the case? Was that
necessarily so?

A Well, there did seem to be an undus haste right down to

iWlew Year's Lve to load them up.

Q Governor, on that same general subject, would it have been
easéeggfor you to set up the kind of an administration that you wanted-~
the people elected you to do, had you had the privilege of makingi

’/
all the == in other words, had you had a clean slate to start from?

A Well, this goes back now Tom to the two =-- to the spoils
systern and the justification for it. The rationalization for it.
by. those who supported that until the time that Civil Service came
along and we changed it. Sure, every man thinks that, all right,
you've elected me and let me have my team. But down through the
years we worked out a body of law and custom that recognizes two
factors. One, yves, there are certain areas where anyone who holds
this office must be allowed the right to the pleasure appointment to
aid him in doingithe things that the voters have evidently approved
tiiat he said he was going to do. But the same body of law and
legislative study down through the years has recognized that there

is an onggoing theme to government and that there must be this over-

lap in many areas. For example, the Board of Regents is one.

7

* / -
Here we have had the system of emen making the appointments so long
that no single Governor could dominate them, because in this state
1more than any other state in the Union, the wisdom of those who
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framed our constitutiuh and the beginning of this government, they

decided that higher education should not be subject to political

wiiins. So they have put into the constitution protections for the

administering of the university that removes it farther from politi-

cal control than any educational system in the United States, and this

extended to the Regents. But there are other departments the same

way, that you don't suddenly have the affairs of government handled

by a body of people who are totally new to their job and inexperienced
their

with no one in/own ranks to turn to for guidance. This is the

reason for the term appointment and every Governor is going to inkerit

some from.:the previous Governor. And every Governor is going to have

time during his administration to appoint his own.

Q Well, on that subject, Governor, mn retrospect, do you

(Hegenls
tnink the l6=-year term is proper, adeguate, too long?

A Well, I nmyself have svggested that possibly sixteen is

i

too long. Frankly, the figure thct I had always settled on is that
twelégﬁwould be mof; suiggble. I'11 tell gou, it may not sound like
much, the four-year difference. But what I have found with 16 is

it certainly worked sc far and down through the years ahd created

one of the greatest pbblic unversity svstems in the world. So we
must have been doing somerhing right for this last hundred vyears.

snd this waspart of it. But what I found with the 16, just even that
four year difference was sometimes vou would come to the expiration
of a term and you'd have someone in mind that you thouhht was == with
their experience could contrikute great service, but then you had to
reckon witii their age, and you look down the line sixteen years and
said, "Can I justify a reappointment of this individual for sixteen
more years?" And, as you know, even in mv own term, there have been
instances in this where you had a vacancy in which you could appoint
someone for a shorter term because the vacancy came in the middle of
someone's term or in the latter part of it, and he only had a few
years to go, but I believe that twelve -- I really hate to go much
less than twelve, because again you could come to the point that a
single Governor in €wo terms could really dominate a board.

g iGovernor, on another subjec;, last week in announcing

o 7 7
the withdrawal of Iir. Vukasin's nomination for the Mppellate Court you

Hamed the failure of the commission to approve him on, unfortunately

certain people who for their own purposes have generated unwarranted

controversy over the nomination of John Vukasin, Could you specify

WY FROOe meariin T 28 TrrmTY | TaToS v ems e A g o o v o e o o e ™



A Well, all I can say is that there were certain individuals
who appeared vefore the board énd made a case in protest of the
appointment of a man that I think was highly gualified. Ané a man
with whom I'd had longer'personal contact than anyone else that I've
ever appointed to =-- or nomirated for a judicial post. xnd very
frankly, I think those individuals who appeared -~ as I said in our
last meeting, I have for seven and a half years worked ver§‘hafa bg

" ' = e
také/politfbal infleence out of the appointment of judges, and I think

the indivicuals who appeared were injecting their politics as a
substitute for the politics that I myself had been eliminating.

i

Q ' Is there:-any particular reason that you don't submit your

e e o e e

Appellate Court nominations do the Stagé Rar as you do your trial
court appointmenks for their evaluation?

A Well, the fact tihiat they have to go throuch a screening
rocess afterward. e do have a process, it is not the formalized
committee structure that we have with trial court judges, and in
appointments, but we do go through an extremely careful - screening
involving newmvers of the Bar and the judiciary and, as I say; this
is a different thing. There is then a three-man commission that
must -- nust ratify these. 8o, no, we did not -- we do not

submit them to the same formalized thing we do with trial judges.
Q Governor, do you support the Bar's proposal to expggd the

f’/ - ' - - e
membership of that commission td include public members?

A I think that the Bar Board has certain ambitions to
substitute itself as the selector of judges and I think there are some
dangers in that because in the .area of conflict of interest, you then
have those who would practice before the bar demanding the right to
choose the judges that--before whom they will appear and practice.
Q Was it your ififormation, Governor, that -- that this
commission would not have approved lir. Vukééin and that's why it was
withdrawn? Lot
A I don't know, he was never asked to appear before the
commission, they never heard him. They hever had any presentation
from hin in reply to any of the things that were said by those who
appeared before them, and the long delay ~-- he chose to ask that his
name be withdrawn.

L P o o - =
€] You didn't have any firm knowledce that he would have been

v g
rejected?



A No. I think it is a shame, I think the state has been

déprived of the services of a man who could have fizled the job very

well,
Q Yho are these individuals? Could you mention their name?
A Well, there were organizational groups that didn't

particularly have anything to do with the lawy There weee some
representatives of the State Dar and there were some political figures
wno appeared before the commission,

Q Isn't that the purpose of having a public hearing, to --

Well, the public hearing never con$isted oghearing the other

0 I assume the other side was made by your appointment and
letting out his gualifications.

A I think if charges are made by some people who -~ there
ought to be some who come -- who speak on the other side, and I think

the man himself should be heard responding as 4o what's been said about

G

Q Did he ask to be heard?

A What?

Q Did he ask to be heard?

A I don't koow. I don't know.

Q What about the fact he was rejected by the U, S. Senate

for a federal court post.

A He was not,

Q Wot confirmed?

A Ho, he was never =- there was never done -- he was never
nominated., There's been gomd galk of that. He was never nominated.
Q Governor, you are saying that undue controversy -- are you

(" éﬁfé;rf’% = 4 'f‘?*"}
saying that there was no legitimate question as to the man's —

coppetency that could be viewed by the commission?
A tiad there been a question as to his competency,; I never

would have nominated him.,

&
Q Is this going to affect any =- your future nominatiomb>to
- e
the Appellate Court while you are in office?
A I'm going to continue using the same procedures that I've

used before.

Q Do you think you'll nominate anyone without trial court

experience?



A Vlell, predominantly they have trial court experience,

but this does not foreclese someone who you believe is gualified from
being nominated and I'm not a lawver myself, but I've had many men

I respected inthe Bar telling me that trial court experience is not
necessarily a requirement, That these are two such totally
practices -- different practices of the judicial process that I've
had many men say that sometimes the most brilliant of trial court
lawyers er.:judges is not necessarily the best selection for the
sppellate bench.

~

3 % * "’ﬁ;), . 6’"’4 * M
Q Governor, what's the difficulty that you had in getting the
-~
confirmation for lir. Vukasin? Di¢ it have any bearing on your decs-

sion not to nominate Senateor Marler for District Court of 2Appeals

position?
Y Ho.
Q o bearing at all?
A HO .
-5 'fé’w 3 ol Ly - :
Q governor, are you charging that the State RBar is

. - - e - e
essentially making a concerted effort to remdve the authority to &

w
appolnt judges frofi the possibly Covernor =--

A Well, that question was about a specific piece of legisla-
tion tnat I understand that thev are ~-- they are supporting, which
would change the entire process and more or less remove the ~- the
selection from the hands of the Governor, whoever he may be, in the
future. Znd I haven't seen the legislation as yet and haven't had
a meeting on it, but I expressed a concern already from that -- for

that process that I would have ~-

0 Covernor, on another subject?
A Yes.

o &
G Governor, could vou agree with Senator Harmer's remarks

. - o e . e
ey - . e . - . ‘ .
relatiVe td the Léeutenant Governor withdrawing from the bjubernatorial

racﬁ in which he was gquoted in the Times as saying that any logical
person has to conclude that the party cannot be asked to nominate

a person who can be convicted of a felony.

& Well, I know that Senator Harmer was speaking a§ a long-

time associate and friend of the Lieutenant Governor. znd felt

47

-

that way himself. I can't comment on -- on that because here again
we get into this area of me and my neutrality before the primary.
S0 I just won't comment on it.

=]10=-



U What's youﬁﬁerscnal opinion, Governor?’
(Laugnhter)

A iy personal opinion, == my persocnal opinion is I'm going
to be neutral. |
Q Governor, it appears right now that =-- that Reinecke is
not going to be able to have his tri;i befo?; the priﬁgry. Do you

-5, think this finikhes his -~ his campaign?
A I don't know. I understand that this is &till ~- that
this is involved with the request for change of venue, and ~- and that
ne still hopes for an earlier trial. It is my understanding that
the date that has been announced as later on was not a pronounced
date,but was simply in the event it cannot be held earlier, was
tagging an open date on the.calendar, so I don't know anything more
than that.

o a
4

Q Governor,; would you campézgn for him i hgywd; the primary
and were later convicted? What would you do?

£ Would I campaign for him if he won the primary?

Q What would you suggest the party do if he was convicted
prior to the campaign?

""" A Wow you are getting me into something that I -- I don't
know if there is any body of laﬁ as to what happens ~- I'm not going
to answer that because I think there is too many "if's" in that as
te wnat -—-

s Do you have any straﬁggy plggned as to what might happen?
A When I say this about conviction, you've got to recognize
that I'm sure there would ke then an appellate process, It is a
totally hypothetical thing, and I have no answer for you.

Q : Governor, do you think it is fair to ask Republican voters

to nominate a man who may be convicted of a felony after he's

nominated?
A Well, that would be.
Q Hypothetically, Governor.
B (Laughter)
A Again, there is no way that I can answer this, without

injecting myself into a campaign that is now going on in which I
said I would not inject nyself.
SQUIRE: Any more guestions?

=11~



ﬂ ; S :
v Governor, nave you taken a position yet on Prop. 5?2

Proposition 57?

&

'y o
The gas tax for rapid transit.

i

:];;

On, no, we haven't had our meeting on any of the proposi-
tions yet, at the == in the cabinet session.

o You've given an inclin&gtion on some of the other proposi-
tions, what is your personal inclination at this point on that -- that
general subject?

A Well, this is the one that I think is permissive, isn't it,
that this would permit local governments to use a portion of their
share of the gasoline revenues for something else other than repair
of streets? I just think that the people ought tc be aware that
under tnis they may be laving thenselves open then to == another
local tax or some potholes in the street. 2ut this is the =-=- the
funding for the maintenance of local streets, county roads and so
forth is taken from their share of the gasoline tax. If you are now
going to spread that over something else, rapid transit or whatever,
the people must be == know that they are making a conscious decision
affecting their own == their own roads and their own streets and
highways.

SQUIRE: Thank you, Governor.

00O =
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WEVS COJFLREECE OF GOVERJNOR ROUALD REAGAH
HELD MAY 14, 1274

Reportec Byi
wveverly D, Toms; CSR

(This rough transcript of the Governor's press conference
is furnished to the mnenbers of the Press corps only for their
@nvenience. because of the need to geﬁ it to the press as rapidly
as possible, no corrections are made and there is no guaranty of
dsolute accuracy.)

-==000==~

GOVERWOR REAGA: t7ell, good morning. Yes.

G Governor, &Senator Iarks said that he asked you yesterday

the

to intervene regarding/Soledad gonwict whose son was dying at U. C.

lied, Center. Did you ask Director Procunier to let him wvisit his son?

of us learn until late yesterday afternoon about this request of this

=

entére situation. iife immediately got in touch with Ray Procunier

to look into this and to see what could be done. TThen I got home
dst nignt, about 8:30, I had a call or a messace to call "lilton
.larks, I called .:iiltoun liarks and this is what it was about. e
v@s interested in this and I was able to tell hin at the time that

v were already on this natter and we wcould know very shortly =-- hear
back from Ray Procunier, During the course of the ewenincg the boy's
ondition worsened, sc instead 6f waiting until this mornina, as of
11:00 o'clock last night tiie action was &aken and the ran has been

v

theee and visited his son,

the
Q So you did ask/bLirector after you fiound out the facts
to let the father --
& Oh, we did that -- we did that the minute that we -- the

minute we heard it we told him and Ray Procunier took the action
within the -- within the department andé reported back to us that
he was taken to the hospital last nicht.

v Well, did uir. Frocunier do this at your request? You
say, "we tolda aim. g

P Ve simply told him to cget into this and report back.
This is -- this type of situatiomn, it is not as -- as urgent as
tnis particular omne, but sirilar types of situations arise all the
time, After all, you've cot 21,000 men in imstitutions., It is a

-1-

A Well, the whole storv o that is I did not learn, nor did any



matter that is handled administratively within the system and when

the -- this was Lrought to our attention late vesterday afternoon,

we immediately through Jim Jenkihs, the Cabinet Secretary in that --

in whose area comes correcticns, we went through him. e relayed

this to Ray Procunier, Ray Procunier cot on it and reported hack that
he was, again, to make sure the entire situation was as it had been
presented and =-- that's the way it turned out. Fe nade the decision
and informed us tuat the man had already been released. “hen he

found out in checking the =-- all the details, found out that the boy's
concition had worsened and tie tiime was of the essence, he took the

action at 11:00 ofclock last nioht.

Q Another subject, Governor.

& What?

Q Have you finished reading the Vhite Fouse transcripts?
A WO, I'm still at ther and I was set back this week~end

when I thought I would have tiiie to make a bicger dent in them by

forced reading regardino some of our own problens.

Q Low far along were vou, Governor?
A on, I don't know. I'm way into 2April scome place,
o Have yogﬁinished the ilarch 21 tape?
A Yes,.
] Vhat do veu think so far about wihat vou have read?

A Well, very little change since the last time we spoke.

As far as I nave gene, Apparently the -- the guestions that were

called for in the original demand have keen answered, as I think many

nave agreed, That ne Gid not have knowledge ~- the President did

not have kowledge of Vatergate in advance and was not a party to the

cover-up.

o Do vou surnise that from reading the transcript, Governor,
or are you -~ are you reassured of that after reading as rnuch of the
transcript as you uave read?

T A Vell, the statements in those garlier meetinos, I think
there were statements there that made it rather plain that that was
true, and others have also repotked that in the nedia, in regard to

- - il “ -
those. But I would rather not get into commenting on specifics
as far as I went. I said that I felt they all should be readi all

the way through, so you have got the vhole picture, and I'm goinc to

continue to wo that.
=2=



o] ‘Have you Mélked within say the last \\S weeks with either
the President or Vice President Ford?

A HO.

Q Governor, you mentioned that from vour readino so far it
indicated the President had no kowkledge of the Watergate break-~in
itself in advance and he was not a party to the cover-up. Ylere you
in any way disturbed by the llarch 21 tape in which it could be
interpreted as suggesting that the President wanted to pay off -~
Howara Hunt to keep nim from talking? Does that disturlk you, that

o

scenario?

& Wwell, as I recall from readihg that, and then as I say, I
don't want to comment on these things piecemeal. 2s I understand

the matter came up there that Howard Funt was threateming the
revalation of national security reatiers to which he was privy, where
tne others weren't because of hirs ;vevious connection with C.I.A.

This presented an unusual probler that had to be dealt with. But
subsequently, as you g0 on, you =-- there was statements that indicated
thnat the President was definitely against blackmail or against a pay-

&f for -- for any clemency.idea. Znd again, as I say, I'm notgoing

to ==

Q lWihere do you find that, Governor?

A Wnat?

Q Where dic you find that? I mean what part of the

lancuage of the iiarch 21 tape makes you --

A Oh, this ¢goes on beyond the 21lst, then at subsequent
neetings where this is further discussed, this same matter, but
again, look, I'm -- I said I'm going to read ther all and I'm going
to read tiem all, and I'm not going to comment until I've aone
throug:a and f£find what it says in the last chppter.

e, Governor, the President's quilt or innocence aside at

tihis point, were you disturbed by”the geneFfal natiire ofytegﬁre of the

-~
discussions?

N well, there were ~- hiere again, this whole matter is now,
and I associate myself with the leadership of the Congress as of this
morning, as of yesterday. They have made what I think is the proper
point. Tiie constitutional process is going forward. All of this
would now be considered by the Congress. &nd I think this ¥&<what
should happen and I hope for as early a settlement or 2 solution as is
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is possible oy the Congress of this matter. This is the process that
shoulda pe followed. If there is an impeachable offense, or
impeachiable conduct, that this is the oblication oftthe Congress to
find it and take action accordinglv.

G Governor, you mentioned ==

< -- did take that same position, Governor, but felt free

to comment about the sort of conversations that took place as revealed
vy the transcripts. dow yau look -- occupy a certain position of
moral leadership in the state, if not in the country. Don't you feel
an obligation to comment =--

A I think I also have == in that same context, have an obliga-
tion witin regard to a legal process just as I stood here before you
mny times and refused to yive an opinion on a matter that was before
the courts. And this is now in a legdi process,

Q liow about your fellow Iepublicans who have come at --

now do you feel about them who have called it shabby =--

A Lvery indivicual has got a richt to take his own position
on this.
. Governor, in reading these transcripts, which obviously

were never == tlie President or the people in the Phite House never

thougnt they'd be released, have you had reason to rethink the way

you conduct your own conversations in your office?

(Laughter)
a To maybe hold backa little bit or --
A wWell, no, we don't tape,
U Have you checked the jellybean jar?
A o, we -- we don' t tape, Obviously every one has his

own way .of doing business and maybe mine would have been different.

v Governor --
A As spmeone else has done.
0 I wonder if you could tell us, please, your own reactions.

Obviously we - - as memnbegrs of the press are guite interested in

what you think about the transcripts and the entire WVatercate thing.

You are being asked guestions constantly. I'm told that some of
your own advisers are suggesting that you put more daylicht between
yourself and the President. I wonder if you could tell us what your
reaction is to this, How you feel,

A Well, I've had -- I think a pretty consistent position and

-4



S - ™

i'm going to stay wiuwu it. {0 one c¢ondones Wategqate.. I

won't, I think it was illégal, it was immé}al and incrgaibly
stupid. The perpetrators, the actmal perpetrators were arrested at
the time. 'Tney have had their day in coutt. They have been found
guilty. They nave Leen sentenced, Jdow the question is were there
¢&hers involved who had escaped trial.  Indictments have been brought
down so that some are in the legal process before the courts and.
therefore I don't think any comment should be given now. . The other

rgeess involving the President is the impeachrnent process the

constitution calls for, and it is now in effect going forward. And

if an impeachable offense is == it is determined th that process that
an impeachatle offense has been committed, and then if it is later de-
termined by the Congress that theee is guilt in that impeachable offense
then tne process will ~- will be cﬁmpleteﬂ and action will be taken.

If innocence is found, also that will be determined and I have for

a long time neld out that this is th@ourse to follow. That I -~

when I said I associated nyself with the Derocractic leadership

to tihose who have been talkinc resignation, I don't think
resignationtwould solve anything. It will leave everything unresolved,
And in quoting the Democratic leadership of the Congress, they have
said i# would attribute %o more misunderstdnding and polarization of
the pecple and do nothing to restore the confidence of the people

in their government.

e - 7 e 2 o -
o . Governor, how do you view that rise in clamor for
s "
e
k5 1iat 0
A You'll have to ask then.
o I mean how do vou feel =-- how do you view the fact that

tiiere does seem to be an increase in the types and diversity of people

calling for resignation?

& Well, as I say, you are going to have to ask each

individual aﬁout tais., I've made it plain and if we were talking about
. s - o =

a President of the other party, I'm opposed in principal and philosophy

to the idea that a President cmn be forced out of office over --

simply by accusation or indictment. And there is a constitutional

process that our government provides for this, and it is now in

operation, Wow, if somebody had exerted some power to halt this and

not utilize that process, then we would have a reason for real concern.

But the process is going forward.
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Q Governor, dd»you have any reaction to last night's §§efé
il e - - e - o

ﬁ%ll bhat shows Hugh Flournoy ahead of the Lieutenant Governor.

& Well, again, I think this is just a reflection of the

troubles at the moment that the Lieutenant Governor has, and I can't

comment on that because, again, any kind of a comment and I erode

my position of neutrality in the primary.

G You say reflection of his troubles. You mean voters

are reacting seemingly #m their preference?

A Well, I assume that this is what has caused this -- this

thing in the polls recently. Znd I think it was to be expectecd, and

I'm guite sure it is no surprise to the Lieutenant Governor.

Q Are yau still holding, Governor, to the -- to what you've

aid previously, that the Lieutenant Governor should remain in the

primary race or have you changed your opinion,'on that?

A Well, again, I can't comment on that.

0 Governor, yesterday the Legislaiive Analygt recommended

pay raises for state enployees 1in excess of eight per cent -~ that

the State Personnel Board has recommended. Do vou think he made
ample justification for that snggestion#?

A Well, I don’'t think that he's had time to cgo into this

as exhaustively as the%ersonnel Board, After all, inuour system
here we get back to the processes again under the iaw, we have a
Personnel Board and a very competent and experienced large staff

that is to deal with these probleus. I don't know exattly upen'what
the legislative analyst based his percentage. You know, if he was
leaving out fringe benefits then we are wirtually in line with each
other, because the Personnel Board, if you add in the fringe benefit
package to the pay raise that was recommended, it comes out to

better than eight per cent and comes out -- just about the equivalent
of what the legislative analyst was proposing,

Q Governor, have you or your admingstration or the party
fdéicials been reviewing the law to find out what acﬁfo@hould have to

~ - L e . . o Lo
be taken in case the Lieutenant Covernor is found guilty? As far as

his nomination and his candidacy.

A Well, all I know is that if -- if you lose a candidate

o’«??[fz’w

ftem the primary the State Central Committee under the law chooses
the candidate then for the party.
Qu If he's found -- if he's resigned -- if he's convicted --
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would he leave the ticket if he'ls convicted?

A o, I've had no conversation about that.

Q Would you expect him to? Do you believe he'd leave?

A Well, let me put it this way, I would.

< Governor, are you regéy t;raccé%t any other energy control

compromise bill than the one you already worked out with Assemblyman
War;Zn? In other words, if the Republicans today in the Senate -~
Senator Biddle was to offer some amendments on that bill, are you ready
to take that bill in the form he would like it or only in the way you
ot it?

A Oh, no, we are not a hard and fast ~~ this bill is now a
ompndﬁise in whichh I'm guite sure the author of the bill doesn’'t

have all the things he wanted in @t or he'd have put them in it in the
first place. We obviously in compromising him haven't cotten all

the things we would like to have gotten. Mo, this-~is what the
legislative process is all about. We will go forward and we will

look at it when it comes down. If they have succeeded in making
additional amendments ==

Q -~ gome of you- forces to talk to Republicans, I understand,

to try to hold them in line with this bill,

A HWo, not that I know of,
LD MEESE: We have stated our position to them.
A e have just stated our position that we have worked and

negotiated out a compromise and agree with the quthor on the basis

of that compromise we can sign the bill, Now,}gddiﬁional Bmendments

are made, those will just have to be looked at as in any other

piece of legislation when it comes down.

[ Well, the two major things are the loﬁg of”iocafdcoﬂirol
Y - e -

here and the -~ the minimum standards on appliances. "Tould you be

willing to give up either one of those or -- those are the two

bBiddle amendments.

A tlell, the appliances was not something that we were

particularly happy about ourselves.

Q Uo you consicder ==

A As I say, no one gets everything that they want in a

compromise of this kind.

Q Do you consider the local government preemption necessary

for the operation of the bill?

A Well, in this particular thing the local governments
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£hemselves believe tuat the only way we could get:powerplant siting
was on a statewide basis.
0 Isn't USAC opposed to it?
A Well, I don't know whether they are, but I don't think on
that point --

ED HMEESEH: HJot on tihat basis.
A fiot on that basis, I know thev have had to -- they have
had some peints in there that they object to as everyone does. But
we haven't -- we found very view that are over-all against 1it. The
rain point is, and what we were trying to get, and what we've been
trying to get for several years, is/gowerplant siting bill so

we can build powerplants in California. Right now it is impossible

to build a powerplant. And one of these days we are going to --

we are going to be faced with the bhrownouss and the blackouts that

they have had in the east, because we have not kept pace with our

rogth. If you remember, it was ~- I gquess it's been almost a muple

of years ago that Los Angeles maintained an office in the east where

they tried to help industries lcocate in California, and has closed

that office because the power situation in California was such

that they no longer coculd == there was no point in trying to encourage

an industry to come to California. They couldn't guarantee them

power.

Q Can we actively take that to mean that vou would give up
S s <l i -

the applianfe provisions: but not the local government preemption?

A Well, then you are getting into what's the very heart of

the kbill that all of us want, which is powerplant siting. In other

words, if you take out the siting of powerplants yau've taken out

the main reason for the bill.

U On some other subject, Governor. In your =- in yvour amend-

ments yesterday to the budget bill you are proposing to add $30

rmillion more to the capitol restoration fund on top of the $40 million

already appropriated now. They haven't even touched the original

$40 million dollars.

A FThe législature hasn't decided yet what they are going to
do yet.

0 Why tne urgency to add another $30 million?

A Well, because what we have is an additfbnal amoﬁht é;

R G o . o v
idelands o0il revenues over and above what had been anticipated due

]
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to to the energy situation. llow, customarily we have used the
Tideland oil as capital funds and therefore for capital construction.
And I don't mean that in the sense of this capitol, I mean in building
mwijects. One=-time expenditures. Using one capital asset for
another. 50 with this additional money, what we took upstairs was

a laundry list of projects in which we earmarked and we felt this
money should be used on a priority basis. And 42 -- the original

4z prior to this additional money was enough to get started, but not
enough to complete the things that have to be done here, including
the -~ what I think is the number one priority, which is the restora-
tion of the old wing of the capitol here, the main capitol building,
and so this was one of the ~-- one of the items was tc add an addi-
tional $30 million to the $42 million for Sacramento Capitol

construction,

o Governor, doesn't that $30 million bring it back up to
about the figure that Senator Collier had oriaginally, about a year
ago =-- I think he originally hadrabout $80 million,

A #o, we have not earma¥ked this =~ this is just earmarked
for constunction here in the capitol. Mow, many of vou have already
been writing about the fact that theren's been an increase in rental
space by government here in Sacramento, that more buildings are
needed. There is now $72 million in the fund for construction here
and tine use of that will be subject to open hearings and determination
then by the legislature in public =-- after public hearings. The
public is aware of how it will bhe used, as to whether it will be

used for new buildings, for this building or what it will be used
for.

Q Are you suggesting that money could be used for some ngh—
@gislatfge build;ﬁg iﬁf£he Capiﬁgl a;éa?

A That's going to be up to therm after the hearings.

Right at the moment they are the ones who seem to have put forth

the first and most prominent claim that they need additional space.
But again there's been no resclution on that because there's been

no resolution as to what's going to be done here in this building

or whether they would move some =~ say the Lxecutive Branch out of this

wilding and suddenly you find yourself tagged for an executiwme

building instead of a legislative building, so that's going to

result from the hearings and the legislative process.

..35
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Q Lo you have any personal idea whether ﬁhéy should just
build a separate executive building? Do you have any thoughts on
that, whether they should separateAthe two branches intwo two
different buildings?

A Well, I -- whichever, If that is what would follow
restoring the old Capitol to use, that wouldn't bother me a bit.,
Because my top priority, I feel that the tdg priofﬁty is to restore
and make usable again the old Caspitol. How, if that -- if that
‘could meet the legislature's needs, then by moving the Execntive

Branch out, that would Le one of the things to be determined by the

legislature,

¢} Have you decided how you are going to vote on Prop. 9
yet?

A ‘ ﬁo, as a matter of fact we are having meetings in a few

days. We will have for you our d=gision on all of the -~ of the
propositions.

G Governor, another subject, soméfime ago Mr. Livermore
was sent to make an investicgation of the reorganization of the

Division of Forestry and the firing in the State Forestry, Has

there been any report made on that or anything?

A Wo, they are continuing to wokk on that matter, and we
should be having a report shortly on that.

0 Governor, could we go back just for a minute to the

Lieutenant Governor. In all your past statements yal've been very

suppg}tive offhiépand defending his integrity and so on, Yet today
when I asked you whether you felt he still should remain in the
race you said you wouldn't comment bn that. Does that indicate
some sort of a change in your attitude?

A do, you were talking about =-- I thought yvou were talking

- 3 N - + 5. s > ? gﬁ 3
about in the context of after the primary, and if, were the nominee.

0 I mean rignt now.
A Oh, no, I have said before, I can't comment. This is
a decision that he has made:; I can understand that decision. And

as far as supportive is concerned, nothing has happened to charige my
mind about his integrity. I've never found him anything but a man of
inteérity.

SQUIRL: Any more guestions?

L&)

Just one more, one other subject, Governor, you had said

=]e



in the past when you were opposed to lowering the voting age to
18, thaE@ou didn't like the idea of politics coming on the campus,
Is that correct, did you say something along that line?

A Yes.

v Wwhy last week did you sign a bill which permits Depﬁty
Registrafé to go oﬁghiéﬁ schbol campuses four weeks of the year?
A Well, because this is a permissive bill, But also

because the matter is now changed, the 18 year old ame voters,

Q The bill says Registrar -~ "Deputy Registrars of Voters
shall be allowed to register students and school personnel in the

high school campus the last two weeks in 2Zpril and last two weeks in

September.”
A Yes, but what -- well, maybe permissive 1is the wwong word
to use for it, What I meant was they shall be allowed. This

doesn't mean that we passed a bill that ordered Registrars of Voters
for separate two-week.periods to ¢go on the campus and sit there.and
register. It means that they -- 1if they want to come on in these
periods that the Principal of the school cannot arbitrarily rule they
can't -- they can't go on the campus. But this is part of what
follows. The 18 year olds are now citizens able to vote. That I
was talking about was that all of these things would then become
matters and pwoblens. I don't think that registering voters is
necessarily the kind of polities I had in mind. I had in mind the
actual campaigning and its taking place on all the campusas, and
I'm guite sure is going.to stepuup as time goes on.

SQUIRE: Thank vou, Governorf

= ==00Q = ==
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HWEWS COJFIROHCE OF GOVERIOR ROJALD RTAGAT
HELD JU4D 11, 1874
Reported Lys
Beverly u. Zoms, CSR
(Tuls rough transcript of the Governor's news conference
is for tie convenieunce of the Capitol press corps. only. Recause of
the need to get it to the press corps. as rapicdly as possible, no

oprrectdons are made an@%here is no cuaranty of absolute accuracy.

——-000-——_
GUVERIIIR REAGA:: Yel, good morning -- almost. Or still,
Wo opening statement. 30 ahead,
. Lihank you, Governor,
i Can't think -- well, thank you, gentlemen.
4 B o : . Y A P TAE)
¥ well, yave vou finished reading the transcripts yet?
{(Laugnter)
A Ko, awout two-thirds of the wav,
Q wext, ifhat do you think?
A Vhat?  Kaven't any change in rmy position on ther.
- - e / e 9‘(4 M * +. L]
0 Governor, tine ivaans=itiovagk column this morninc, there is

line following an interview with youiin which he says, "The Pegoan
inner circle flincues -~ flinches over Reagan's refusal to find any
fault witn the battled Fresident.”
A I think ny position has been very clear and I think they
are stretching it a little kit when they suggest anything of the kind.
I nave saild and I repeat, it is novr sefore a judicial process and
everyone snculd be presumed innccent until and maless proven cuilty,
AnG I'm willing to Le patient and wait for the ju@icial'process to ==

{

i

. -3 i &
Governcr, for a newcoiter around here, who are your inner
g s i
cirxcle, by tie way?
A I con't know. just who they had in nind myself, I don't
think really there is an inner circle, but I think that ¥vans and
liovag¢k have always claimed sorme unidentifiable scurce clese to the

GOVernor. but I -- I don't really believe hbey have cot one.

Q You say the Presidemt's plight is a == a judicial matter,

but it is a political matter, too, and I think that's the question

b Tilra « . : . ,
wea'd like yau to comrent on, is the‘PQlltlcal ot of the President's

problems on the party and --
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A 'ell, I think if you are talking =-- no, I dordt think

there is any change in that. The political impact that I'm concerned

about is whetner the Congress in carrying out the constitutional

process with regard to this will be non=partisan as they shoild be

or whether partisan politics is goigg to be involved in any decision

they make. &And so far sonme Congrgésman, I think, have keen most

blatdnt iﬁftheir statemegés that even Lefore there is any identifica-
& s &

tion of am iwpeachable offense, they have publicly voted ocuilty.

J Lut other ~=-

A They certainly would not be qualifiéd to becomé jurors

in any court case,

U Uther Congrassmen WO hav%not conmitted themselves are

trying to determine what their constituents feel is befter for the

healtii of the country. Do vou have a feeling about what is better

for the health of the country?

A That's none of their business, actually, Their business

is, is there or is there-not an irnpeachable cffense that has been

committed. &nd wuen they star@@oimg off into other directicns to find

out how should we act on this, they have only one responsibility, that

is to determuine whkhasr there has been suchi an offense.

Y Are you zaying ==
Q@ bLut aren't those some of the same Congressmen who say they

feel they need ncowe tapes from the Uhite House to determine if there
indeed was an impeachable offense?

=

A flel})l, the guestion tliere to be resgolved is whether they

. -
« . o a s s .
are just going on a fesiing expediticn vecause so far they haven't

been able to find an inpeachaible offense. And the White Fouse
position is taat they have made availab:le evervthing that is perti-
nent to this case.

Q Governor, are you saying that you are afraid that perhaps
the Presicdent cannot receive a fair trial, so to speak?

A o, I expressed a heope that he would, I saif when =--
when this was brought into the field of the political irpact, that

I hope tne Congress would raise above partisan politics and perform
tneir constitutional duty as it was =- as it is called for in the
constitution.

a Do yaou have a gut feelinc that this might not take place,

thougnh?

| %
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A I'm not gcm#é to speculate on what ny m;elinqs might be.

Q Well, Governor, from reading two-thirds of the trans;ripts
are you at all concerned awcout any &f the langﬁage usdd in there,
moral tone set foruthe presidency, like Rilly Graham was?

A well, I've already answered that before, I said that I
think yes, that any of ms who are in high position, itﬁs aijolt ==
jarring to the people to -- when they find that perhaps someone in
nign office uses the same language that they use, and I'm quite --

and it is regrettavle,

G Do you?se that kiné¢ of language in yonr office?
A iWhat?
o Do you use that kind of lancuace?
(Lagghter)
F I'm not going to say.
G From that we can assung ==
Q == find the language disturbing?
A ell, I found great reassurance in the number of references

and statements in there that indicated -~ made it verv evident that
ne uic not unave previous kpwwledge, which seemed to be the principal
point involved in hearing tapes to begin with;
¥ Wnen vou say ==
& On andther subject, “he House of Tepresentatives is

- pe
voteng on a federal land use bHill that would cive monies to cities
and urban areas if the cities pass certain laws thet Congress would
like restricting urban sprawl, etcetera. hat is your feeling about
that kind of pill? It could bring a lot 6f money to Celifornia.
A ilell, we are -- our administration is very concerned about
tne Udall Eill, particularly,whicih seens to be the one under discussion
in Vasuington at the moment. e believe that using federal funds
and using them first as bait and then later-as a club, that this

- . Pl . e .
ill coulu go a long way toward taking away rlgffs that we bhelieve

o

o

beIghg t6ylo§gl and stagé government, putting them in the hands of
the federal government,and I think it was best expressed by various
panel members at the Governor's Conference in Seattle. OCne Genator
and one Congressman helcd to thne point that Congress had no such
intent, that Congress ¢id not mean to cictate to states or local
government., But anotier Congressian, Concressman Yright from Texas,
made it very plain the thing that I nyself have Leen trying to point
out, ne made it veyy plain that in many of these proorams we would

—3-—
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hage to understand that intant was very often distorted

by the agencies that were entrusted with the enforcement of these

Congressional programs. And that it was these permanent employees of

government that could come in and demand that their interpretation

be accepted by the local and state 3overnment and he expressed the

helplessness of Congress to do anything about this. tiow, this was

done openly in an open meeting at the Governor's Conference, and I

find myself in total agreement because we have had experience after

experience in state government with a variety of government acencies.

Congress passes a measure and I am completely willing to kelieve in

their intent, but then there is that little line in there that says

tunat the agency entrusted with the enforcement of this shall make such

regulations as are necessary to enforce it. And they take off and

gradually distort in the regulations which they spawnred what was

gquite

Congressional intent., I'm/sure that the Congressmen are sincere

when they say that the Udall bill sinply suaggests anqﬁoes not require,

for example, what is an environmental consideration. But then the

agent from the Bureau comnes out later and all he has to say is,

we clsagree witih vour interpretation of this, or your evaluation

o this environmental factor. And he seeks to impose his evaluation

and if you don't accept his evaluation then they shut off the money

axd tinat's the way the system has been working for a dong time.

9 Governor, how come it seems that other gowernors at that
Clenal

conference seemed to be more cisposed toward the federal plan and

you seemed to be isclated by yourself? In other words, Governor

licCall saying how inaction infCalifdgnia during your administration

is the reason that the fedéral goverﬁgent is noﬁfmovfhg,

A ilell, Governor licCall and I have differed on a nurber of

things and Governor :icCall sometimes speaks before he considers how

the words are going to sound put together, Because in this particular

instance the knvironmental Protection Agéncy has publicly stated

in Washington that California leads the nation and including the

national government in the steps that we have taken in the entire area

of tihe environment so far. So for Governor McCall =-- and'I did call

him on that when he suggested that we weren't doing anything, and
that's wny people from California wanted to live in Oregon -- I haven't
cnecked on the figures to see how many Oregonians are moving to

California. I imagine there are some, tlaybe we will have to check



particular
up on that/figure. ol

Q Do you think it is 18,000 a vear?
A But I wasn't isolated, Az a matter of fact I was sitting

very close to a couple of Pemocratic Governors who are totally on my

side.
0 Wno are they?
A Well, I -- since they spoke to me, and I didn't tape the

conversation, I'm not going to reveal it, bﬁt I think you will find
if you want to take a poll of them that there are a great many
Democtractic governors &s well as several other Republican governors
wno are not in favor of this invasion of state's rights.

g On another sutject. Governor, what reaSons do you see
behifd the low votdr turndut by Republicans in the primary and

how mucih of a liabifity you think that will be for Iir. Flodrnoy if

it contifiues in Novéﬁber.

A Well, I hope we won't have a centinuation of that now that
we are actually into the general election and the major contest between
the two parties. Some will interpret it as disaffection with Water-
gate, tome will say there was just a general apathy. Whatever

it is, we are going to Lave to overcome it and get the people to the
polls. Because I doi't think there is anything weosse than -- no
isdeed of a goveruuent official is any worse than a voeer who doesn't
vote.,

o iir. Flournoy and @:ir. Drown were hesitant to blame a low
turnout on Vatergate. Are you saying gust the opposite, you think -=-
A Ho, I say some will interpret it that way; sore will just
say it was just voter apathy, that the race didn't happen to strike
any sparks. I don't think that we had the -- mayvbe this is a part

of it, also, I don't think we had the enotionalism and the bkitterness

in our gubernatorial primary that the other party had and that always

brings out nore people when you have more factions contesting each
other.
Q Governor, do yau mind elaborating a little bit on that state-

ment, tiat no misdeed of a public official is worse than a voter
who doesn't vote? I mean there are some misdeeds that are criminal
but it is not a crime tc net vote,

A “Well, all right, I know =-- ané I suppose what I was doing
was paraphrasing tie-words of wiil Rogg;s. And maybe I'd better

-5m



stick with his words instead of paraphrasing ‘them, towards the =-

P . * - - &” 3 f W M - -
Will Rogers said once that the people in government are no better

and no worfe than the people whd send théwm thefe., Buf they are
. t’( o o e '
wetter thian the pecople who don't vote. I guess that's what I was
meaning to say.
2 DO yau agree with Ralph lader that there ought to be a
lég, télmaﬁé evef?%ody vgﬁe?
A #o,but then disagreeing with Ralph ilader doesn't come ex-
actly as a shock to you, does it?

s v
0 Governor, how active will you be for Huch Flournoy in the
fall? Are you going to speak or campaign or has he talked to you
about that?
A Yes, my first priority of course is the job that I hawe
here.  The second priority is to campaign for any candidates in
California wiere I can be helpful. And that will be determined
by their plans and their strategy, and iugix has already expressed
a hope that I will be actively campaigning for him,
Q Do you think the Presidggt’s preggnce in California might
be he@ﬁful to sr. Flournoy?
A I don't know, that's going == as I have said before, I'm
not a good one to ask about that because I was always one who
believed that we shouldn't have outside tourists coming in on our
side, and I never did in two campaigns so -- but that - - I can't
nake that cecision for other candidates.

O Governor, there is a story in the paper yesterday about
S o

o
your presence at that Governor's Conference, and said vou looked

every bit your 63 years. How do you react to that?

(Laugiiter)
A Well, I've never pretended that I don't. I have never
pretended avout my age or -- all right, I'm 63 years old, I feel

fihe. 5till do most of the things that I have done throughout ny
adult life, and maybe the individual,I think I have in mind who that
was, naybe the individual that said that in his column was just
engaged in some -- incdulging in some wishful thinking,

Q Governor, on your political life, in November you proposed
Prop. 1, and that was defeated,and in this last election, the major
politisal proposition was 9, and you opposed it; the voters approved
it. Is it true perhaps --Joseph Kraft (phonetics) ‘g#y§ today that

-



“Reaganism in Califor. .a has had it."

& ell, I wouldn't say so since that was the only one I
missed on., I also endorsed =-- weil, there was one other one that --
and one that didn't pass, I endorsed eight neasures, seven of them

passed. I campaigned actively for one that we were concerned about

that passed. The bond issue. Bu?&s to Proposition 9, I was not
= opposed to Proposition 9, as I made it cleay many, many times, as to the
| intent. I thought that there were technfcal difff;ulties with it
and I thought it was not strong encugh and therfqre I introduced a
frogram that I believe would add strength to anythincg that Propesition
9 does, Wow, those measures are coming up for voting in the legisla-
ture. I hope they are passed. I think that they will close loopholes
that still exist in spite of Proposition 9. ind I think that they
will make the election?aws nore rezlistic and wll of the things
that we are trying to do or that are contained in the intent of
Proposition 9 can be better carried out:.if the eight points that I
proposed are passed.
Q Low do you account, though, for the people's refusal to
follow your leadcership now, the key proposals like 1 and 9?2
—. and before you perhaps could carry, you know, the voters?
A Well, you pick out one issue. I think it réflects the
feeling of the people. I did not actively campaign on that issue.
Wher. -asked questions I stated my ~- my opinion of it. Iiy disapproval.
Un the other hand, I did campaign for an issue that passed. Now,
which people did I have influence with and which didn't I? What?
Q One was not the controversial issue, like 2 was.
& Well, I think that's your interpretation. There -- with
Proposition.¥.there was no controversy about the intent of it except
the standpoint of some people who thought their political activities
were going to be curbed, such as the leadership of organized labor.
But I'm sure they are going to be against the points that I've
recommended where I said I don't think they should ke allowed to
contribute, nor should corporations be allowed to contribute.
Q Governor, do you =-- have you had any campaign adviese for
lir. Flournoy, one, and two, does Hugh ==
A What?
L e - =
Q Does liugn stand any chance of getting the support of

- - » .
organized labor in the general election? Perhaps because of his

stand on 97?



i, s,

A Well, I don't knwwij I think == I think that you have to,

and I always ddid myself in my own campaigns, differentiated between

the hierarchy of organized labcr and themnk and file. And very
frankly, I have thoucht for nany years, even back to when I mysgelf
was qﬁabor union officaal, that the hier;;chy of labor has very
often diffe{;d frdéithe radk and file as to what it advocates.

And I do not believe that the hierarchy controls the vote of labor.
I think that the average working man goes into those polls and votes
his conscience.

Q Governor, in view of some past differences between you and --

o . & o

you and Hugh Flournoy, how confident are you that he would carry out
; Rl o o A X 7 -

the polifies that you would favor 1f he is elected Governor?

A Oh, I don't think thereiis any basic philosophical differ-

ence between Hucgh and myself. I'm quite sure that like any individual

who becomes Governor, shere are going to be points in which he'll

do something different than I would have done it, but no one's askmng

that any candidate be a rubber stamp. But I have every confidence

that he and I are in basic agreement on philosophy, On the ideas

of the == well henhimself has expressed it.throughout the primary

ampaign, nhe expressed his agreement with the philosophy of our

administration. And with the success we have had in bringing about

efficiencies and beonomnies in government, and he =- he spoke in

quite approving terms of what we have done, Put I think the contest

between the two, between Hugh Flournoy and his opponent is going to

be a contest not based, I hope, that -~ that Jerry Brown will quit .

running against me, he's been doing that so far. Because I think

the contest -- what the people have tc choose is which man offers

the best possibility of leadership for California; which has the most

maturity; which has the experience; which man has the judgment and

the philosopiy of the two men, bgcause there is, I think, a wide gap

in their two philosophies and if the people carefully assess this

I think that Hugh Flournoy will be the next Governor of California.
SQUIRE: Any more questions?

] Just one other one, wiat about -- can you cormment on the

fact that Earl Brian was defeated so overwhéliningly by a chief critic

of your administration, Richardson?

A Uell, I think we had a name value there. I just don't
t@%nk that Zarl was able to get the resources to make his name as
widely known as the Senator's name is. Actually, philoscphically

the;e is little to choose between them, they are both certainly very
solid conservative citizens.

SQUIRE: Thank you, Governor,
.
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(Whereupon the Governor read Press Release #338)
Q Governor, don't you think they're going to be a little reluctant
to suppOrt you since you put these bills in in opposition to Proposi-
tion 9 when they wanted your support?
A Well, my only opposition to Proposition 9 was because I thought
that the legislation, including this that I had introduced, had met
some of the requirements of Proposition 9 and actually was stronger
in some instances than Proposition 9. And I made this very plain...
that I had no quarrel with the purpose of 9; I felt that in some
instances it was badly written.  And these would all strengthen and add

to Proposition 9 which is now the law of California-~-the people passed

it. And some of the legislators who perhaps didn't take as much of a

- position one way or the other, as I did in Proposition 9, now in a

committee have apparently killed or attempted to kill these bills.,
These are not in conflict with 9; they'll only add to it.

Q Governor, what do you expect them to do about these bills.,...in
other states, or what? In Congress, or what?

A No, I thought that since they're lobbying groups and have had no
hesitancy about lobbying here in the Capitol, that they might try to
influence legislators to give these biiis a better hea?ing.

Q That committee did pass one of your bills out, the one to régtrict
judgeé in making....

A Yes, that's right. They are two that are still active upstairs.

Q Which two are those?

A Well, that's the one about judges and....

Voice: Setting the primary date-~--cutting that down---the length
between the two,

A No, no. That'!s the one that was killed,

Q The reading act.

A What? That's right. The reading. It's the idea of making the
issues, the initia%ives oﬁfthe ballot morgwreadé;le, more understandable
to the people., That's right. I had a memory lapse there,

S



Q Governor, you mentioned, of course, there are a lot of empty seats
here, and now that the Speaker has mentioned that he will step down by
the end of this month, do you havé any parting comments for him?

A No, I didn't know what action had been taken. I haven't heard
what's happening upstairs., I just was referring that I'm quite sure
that the many of you were concerned with that upstairs and what's

- going on. What has happened?

Q That statement where he said he would step down by the end of the
month.

A Oh, the statement last week where he said he would step down,
Well, I had just assumed earlier in the campaign he would step down,
win or lose, after the primary, whatever the decision, and I didn't
know that he had set any particular time other than that he would do
that. So my own information from some of the legislators was that
that would take place today. ,
/ S -

¢} Governor, how do you assess Zsuemblyman Moretti's performance as
speaker, now that he's leaving?

A Oh, no, I'm not going to cross the....they assess my performance

all the time; I'm not going tO....

™ Q Well, yvou've got quid pro quo here.

A No, that's their affair up there, and how they run their shop I'1l1l

leave to them. 1If I had a voice in selecting speakers, I might have

made different decisions in several instances in the past. (Laughter)

Q Governor, are you satisTied with the opé}ation of your pre-paid

health plan program---Medi~Cal?

A Yes, and I think that some of the things that have been said are

not based on an actual understanding of the facts or what is going on.

And I recognize it 1s a new program, it's a new experiment, it's an

effort to try and provide medical care in a way that's more fair, not

only to the people, but to the taxpayers who have to....to the patients,

in TH bt e

but to the taxpayers, Obviously, /any new program tkestre going to be
toire e

bugs; tlresre going to be people attracted to it who had to be headed

vx‘off, weed it out. We found that ¥here were additional rules that had

to be passed., But it is going forward and it is providing care.

Q Do you think it was proper for three doctors to be able to sell

their interest in a pre-paid health plan to a fourth doctor?

-2



A The instance this has been written about and that we have
investigated is one simply of a doctor buying into an existing plan
thatngrmitted to operate...

Q People who were in it when he got there all left when he bought
in, 1Isn't that a change of {inaudible)

A I don't know whether all left or not. But I know that there's

no regulation or no rule against buﬁing into one., There is a rule
against someone simply, like buying a liquor license, buying a pre-paid
plan over which we would have no control, no approval, as to who does
this, But I think any guestions about this, I would suggest that
someone go to Dr, Mayer and find out how the program is working,
because very frankly, I am in disagreement on the basis of everything
1've been able to learn with the things that have been written about
this plan.

] Do you think it was proper to appoint Mr. Maﬂfénd;back in 1972

as a consumer representative on the Hospital Commission when he was in
the health care business?

A Well, this whole plan...the whole matter of him was taken up with
the Attorney General, and several months ago, the Attorney General ruled
that he had found no conff?ét of'int§§e5t whatsoever. He has never
directly contacted or contracted with the state since he left state
service. He has been a sub~contractor to others who are doing business
with the state.

Q I didn't mean that. I meant his service on the Hospital Commission.
You appointed him as a member of the Hospital Commission as a consumer
representative on the commission at the time that he was in that
businzss. Do you think that was proper to do? That was not the
subject of an Attorney General's opinion to my knowledge.

A Well, I would have to look into the details of what you're talking
about, because we have thoroughly investigated this and found no
wrongdoing whatsoever,

Q Governor, the Northgrn Califgrnia area is being considered as a

Pl
possible siﬁ% to locate nuclear power plants. What is your feeling on

where they should be located and would you have any reservations in
living next door to one?

A Well, now this is one of the reasons we’signed the Warren bill,
This is not a site that has been picked at all. 1It's an area in which
there is interest by PG&E in a nuclear plant, and they're only in the

preliminary stages of looking at the whole area, and before they ever
L=



get arouhd to picking a site, this legislation we passed, the commission

will be in operation and that's what it was passed for. There will be

a commission to take their case to and find out whether they meet all

A}

the requirements and whether they can get approval of that ggigif&/

Q Would you have any reservations living next door to one?

A No, I think it would be presumptuous of me now without even knowing
~~~~~ ~.what site they have in mind, just a general area or location. This

is what the Commission was appointed for and why we signed the |

legislation.

Q Governgf, have you met with Mr, Flournoy since the primary to

discuss what your roYe in the campaign might be.

A No, we haven't been able to get together as yet, but I'm sure we

will be. There's been communication back and forth between.....

Q Governor, some of your appointees are being held up by the Rules

Committee. Are you doing to withdraw some of those nafes? Balking
about recommending.
A No, as a matter of fact, the loggam seems to be breaking somewhat.
The holding up of Mr. Sigg's appointment, I have no intention of with-
drawing that. This is a man that was once approved by this same Senate
"“group and I think this is just more of Senator Moscone's politics and
the kind that he's been tryving to play. Mr, Sigg did a fine job and
he is a good appointee. 2nd I hope that he will be confirmed because
I don't think there is any reasof....
& ... .What about your appointees to the Board of Education. Are you
going to withdraw them or let them stand.
A No, I haven't gotten a late count on the exact status of all of
the appointees, but the Senate, the Rules Committee is supposed to make
its confirmations based on whether the individual is qualified---not
on whether they disagree in their philosophy with my philosophy, or
the philosophy of the individual. And this is the basis on which
Senator Moscone wants to put these approvals or disapprovals. 2And I
think that's a violation of what the Senate is supposed to do.
V%Q At the same time, they didn't do anything on your nominee for
Cons&ger Affaiis dirégtor. In fact, I think it was at her reguest
they did not have a hearing.
A Well, this is a pleasure appointment, not a term appointment as

the other one. And she's going to continue to serve.

. g e



Q What's your reaction to complaints by consumer groups that she

has very little qualifications for the job?

A Well, I don't know just what makes a consumer group, unless it's
self-announced, and I don't think that picketing a supermarket neces-

s arily makes you an expert on consumer affairs; I happen to know the
young lady's background; I happen to know the experience that she's
had. This is an administrative position; she has any number of experts
in various consumer fields serving under her, and I picked her because
I believed that she would do a good job. &and I think that she has been
doing one and will de a good job in that department.

0 Governor, there was a report recently that citizens in the

San Fragéisco and Gaﬁiénd arég are among the top three or four tax-
paying groups in the country---federal, state and local. I think
they're third or fourth, with New York being first, Is there anything
the state can do to alleviate that burden on those several million
people down there?

.\ Well,...

Q Something like $1,300 a year per person.

A Well, I tried to do something with a thing called Proposition 1,

and couldn't get it past the vested interests.

-

& < e
How do you assess the Speaker now?

Q
A Huh?
6]

How do you assess the Speaker now with regard to....

s

I probably was on the wrong side on that and I made my feelings
very plain that his principal arguments against this in most of the
commercial advertising that was taken out were not based on fact.

They were less than accurate, In fact they were distortions of the
actual situation. But I w@ulé?éignt out that the claims were made
that the legislature gould exercise control over government spending
and over taxes, and we have introduced some measures in the legislature,

or had introduced, that would have given them tools to do this and

. they've shown exactly how much they meant in their previous arguments,

because those, too, were killed in the first committee where they were
heard.
. e - - - .
Q So the answer is, nothing can be done to alleviate that tax burden
-~ - -~
on the people of San Francisco-Oakland, as far as the state is

o
concerned?
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A Well, they can't be paying any higher state taxes than anyone else
is paying unless they have higher incomes than anyone else, because our
taxes go up progressively. I don't know exactly what the situation is
that makes them different than all Californians., But the truth is, all
Californians~-all citizens in this country--are paying too much in

taxes, paying too much for government. And the only way you can do
been

.this is the thing we've/trying to do for eight years, and I think have

been relatively successful, and that is to h&ld ddwn the cost o?
govermﬁént-—-government spending. And I think nmy own vetoes are an
indication of what government spending would be if some others had had
their way. But, yes, the tax burden now for the average family in
America--federal, state and local--is in excess of $5;OOO a year. And
I think the only reason why the people aren't rebelling against this,
including yourselves, is that polls reveal that the overwhelming
majority of citizens when asked to zstimate how much they pay for
government, they estimate around a third or less of what their actual
tax burden is. That's because gov«.: nents down through the years have
been successful in hiding so many of the taxes that the people aren't

aware they are paying them. And the only way you're going to reduce

this is to reduce the cost of government,

: A o o
0] Governor, how do you explain the 1aéﬁ of controversy surrounding

the state budget this year, and are you locking forward to signing the
size of that budget into law?

A Well, I'll wait to see what the conference committee does. 1It's
true, there doesn't seem to be the move to add the excessive amounts
that there have been in the past. Now possibly that's because it's an

election year.

Q Are you looking forward to signing that size budget into law,
though?
A Well, I always feel pain on any budget that I sign because I can

-
always wish that all of them were less, On the other hand, I don't
.

- . S g i . o .
think the increase in this budget has been exceSsive considering the

present rate of inflation and considering the fact that we knowingly

added over a billion dollars to the budget when we took that burden off
the homeowners and transferred a local tax to the state level. Most
people have ignored this. A great many people are not paying any
attention ané they're not being reminded enough that that was a tax
shift--Senate Bill 90~-and that the state removed from the back of

. a . ;
the homeowners and the renters more than/billion dollars in costs

—6=



knowing that we were adding over a billion dollars to the state budget.
Now the fact that we're giving this money back to local government to
subsidize a tax cut in the property tax still has to show as an expense
in the budget.

0 Why did you oppose Robbins' movie industry bill?

A I don't know whether we took a position on that or not.
z:Voicez I think we did, but I'm not prepared to say at the moment,
Governor, |

Voice: Governor, we would like to see the bill amended. We're not all
that opposed to the bill. Right now, we are working on amendments, and
we think it's going to be worked out.

A You caught me a little by surprise, because, frankly, if there's
anything the state can do to stimulate a return and a keeping of the
industry here in California, we'd like to do it.

9] Governor, the State Board of Forestry, in a special meeting
yesterday, passed a resolution u;ging you to approve $5,000,000 that's
been put into the budget already by the legislature for, to keep the
‘Summer forest fighters at the same level they are now; they need the
/wkextra money to allow for federal increases in the minfgﬁm waggfand
overtime, and so forth.

Voice:v That's an issue that's going to come up in the Cabinet in the
near future.

0 Have you met with Senator Richégdson; do you plan to campaign
f or him, and have you been asked to campaign outside the state for

any candidates, and do you have any plans?

A Oh, yes. The, my priorities in the following order-~the first
priority is to continue to be governor of California and do the things
that have to be done here, The second priority is, campaigning in the
state for our own candidates, and I certainly intend to support and
campaign for all of them, that is if all ask me,...want help; and the
third priority is to do what I can without interfering with these two
— out of state., And these requests come through the Congressional
Campaign Committee through the gove:nor's committee with regard to
states where there are gubernatorial elections, and there will be some
trips out of state in th: fall.
Q What requests have you had so far?
A Well, far more than I can answer, because you could be out of
state all the time if you answered all of them. But we're trying to

put together some limited trips that will take the highest priority



e

items, and here we've Léft that to the Congressional Committee and to
the Governor's Association as to which they believe are the highest
priority. Because we can't answer all the requests.

¢ Governor, whatever happened to your plan to propose to the legis-

lature reform of county government? I think you had Lieutgmnant Governor

Reinecke heading that for awhile,

A Well,...s

did
Q You had a big study, and what/that produce?
A Well, the studies and the material have come in. I haven't seen
them as yet from the task force. From what I've heard, and we haven't
been able to get at it, I'm not sure that we got the type of thing
really that we were looking for, Perhaps there were too many people,
and maybe legitimately, found reasons why streamlining couldn't be
done to the extent that we'd hoped it possibly could. But this is
being reviewed and studied now in our shop~-all the material that came
in from the task force.
e e - o

Q But it is rather late to do anyching legislatively, isn't it? I
mean it's too late tosgglls in for your administration.
A Yes, but we knew that we were kind of late when we got under way

“~with this---had to wait on a task force. But we'll have the study and
whatever recommendations we feel should be made, why we'll see if they
can't be introduced whether we're here or not.
Q Would it be correct to assume that you won't press for anything
while you're here then?
A I don't know. I don't know just what the status is and how far
they've gone in summing this up.

o] Any more questions?

Thank you, governor.
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= QUG = -
GOVLRWOR RLAGN: Good morning all.
Q SNy openers L0 open —-- you have no staterment this
wrning?
s L0 opening statement, no.

Governor ==

& Of course I can dream one up if that will stimulate any
interest.
W Governor, if they don't cet the budget to vou till the end

o

o " o
kol , . T s o 3 . ks
of the weak, can vou ueet the deadline v Sunday?

A

Yes, I think with the new open idea of the conferenc

committee we are heeplnn%raCm as best we can of what is going on

up there. Zo that we can make decisions as we co alondg, Tt isn't
the easiest thing in the world, and I don't know == they roved it up

from Juie 30 to June 15, and they are still notranvy faster than they

were. taybe we ought to nove it up

© to Janvary and it may possibly

add another 24 hours to tiae tine we have.

f’

) Lo you helieve there is going to be mudh difference
| SRty ' %xﬁlat o -
petween what they core out with this year with/your final version

nn the Finance Department are watching this, and all

i/ell, that I can't answer, because whilei. our peonle

, we haven't

w3

had the neetings tiat we will have to have on the key peints as to

where the differences lie, and vwhat we are coing to doa.

Q

wees it appear to you that there's been any unnecesgsary

footuragging as far as the conference conmittee meeting only once

every two or tihree cays?

Well, I think there wan —— I think there was a little

I D



slowuowir tinere for . while, while they settled a4 certain administra-
tive peasure up there in the Assenbly., That interfered somewhat with
tue progress taey wer%haking.

9, Did =~ it hasn't picked up nuch this week, thoush, have

they, since taen?

A Well, I don't Enow what the schedule's been. Vern, do you?
VLRI ORR: The qguestion was?
G Yas, well, whether they are meeting often enouch,

Viiu OkR: ijell, they are starting tcdhy. I have every
c onficence tgaﬁit will e down by Friday.

Taat only cives us Friday, faturday and Sunday. As the
Goveranor says, we have been keeping track,
Q Governor, for many years, including the previous administra-
tion of Pat brown, there had been the -=- the lecislature has

approvec funds for a new state office building in San Jose. In

each =-- eacu governor, Governor Lrown and yoursslf, have each vear

olue-pencillec the item cut of the budget. ‘low thev are putting
in $100,000 this time for voriing Arawings. Have vou any idea of

wnat you are c¢oing to do acout that?
B well, I ¢on't know what the -- this is one we have had
no meeting on this,

VLR ORR: ile will be raking a recommendcation to you

with the other recommendations.

Q Lo you have any idea =-- what's it coing to be, Vern?
(Laugihter)
VLE{ ORR: How abkecout Sunday nicht. Larry, it is like
thig ~= |
) Someone's got to ask a provincial guestion.
) Governor, you have offered rewards for the apprehension

of tne attackers of law officers. Yesterday spokesmen for the

admiinistration opposed two bills that would offer rewards for the

appreinension of kidnappers. vWnat's thie rationale or the difference

there?
A well, now, nere again I'm godng to hiave to have some help
on tiis,
VERN ORR: I'ni not familiar with that legislation.
A I'n: not either.
VRBEY ORR: I think they were -=- Lut I'r sorry, Governor,

I don't personally know what the bills are, I'll have to study them,

G Finance and Corrections, I believe, both spoke in opposi-



tion to the bills,
] How do you feel about the idea of the governcor offering

rewards for kidnappers?

A Well, this I'd like to study into where it stops. The

rewards tiaat we have offered, of course, are in a particular area

and they nave been offered in those cases where something is needed,
‘‘‘‘‘ where tne-case seens to be at a standstill with no clues, no evidence

and tiis is wny we have done that as an aid to law enforcement.

Wow, waetiher tihie state should go on just getting into the business

of offering rewards for every crime committed, I don't know. But

we will take a look.

Q Governor, it's been almost two months since you withdrew

, . , i B S
tae nomination of fobert Vukasin for the Appellate Court bench,

Wow, wiiy has it taken so long for you to shbmit an alternative
nomination?
A We have nominated ~-

LD HEESL: tie have not, Governor. There are several

people under consideration now in the selection.

&N

& I knew we had nominated two, That's richt, you are richt,
o Q I3 thers any == is perhaps there a possibility you are

keeping that open for a retiring rmmber of vour staff?
A o, there is no chance of that, Ve are coing through
the saume process we o, of very careful screening, to the best of
our avility anc we just cdon't have the name, I was confused theee
a minute with the two we have already norminated from here in
Lacramento,

o

¥ Governor, it is rmy understanding that the work on the air

Y . . s . . S o =
conditioning of Pacific State Hospital was hudceted roré thah a year

e

ago and now still has not gotten under way, and in fact the money
in the budget now is not going to be sufficient to rmeet the prcject.
Can you offer any explanation as to wh?ﬁthe wofk hash't started

anu also do you intend to try to augrment this vear's budget -- this
next yvear's budget so the work can ke completed?

A Well, I askecd for a sfatus report on that earlier when
there .was some question quite early in the vear about difficulties
tney were running into from General Cervices. I don't have an

update on tnat.



VER:ii ORR: I can give you a slicht update on that,

Governor., In tne first place, Pacific State is a very sprawled

out nospital, It isn't a unified hospital like some of the more
recent ones, and air conditioning is very difficult, requires a lot
of plans. Secondarily, it:required a complete update of the
electrical systen, And the whote electrical system had to be
rejuvenated, Tuird, as far as the rioney is concerned, Mr. Land@rman
called me yesterday. I think it is his present intention to- put
5 e . ¢ g
an augmentation in the budget for the amount necessary for Pacific
State.
e
O voes that also include Agnew's?
VERI ORR: He didn't tall about Agnews§ he talked only
about Pacific State.
A tarlier when I asked for the update from General Services
I'd learned that the difficulties that they ran into with the age
of tie buildings, and the type, =nd the electrical system, that

thiere was nore engineering that i1ad to be done preparing for air

conditioning than they had anticipated.
Q The budgeting, ag I understand it, from talking to people

in the bepartment of Hesaith yesterday, was about fifty per cent off.

viich seems like retty wide variance.

3
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a \lell, as I say, I think this could -~ this could partially
be explained by the construction and the change in the electrical
system that had not' been anticipated when they started, and as they
started they came to a halt becadse air conditiming could not be
installed until this cther engineering work was done.

ED HERSE: Thewe was one other factor, and that is they
nad to especially fabricate the air conditioning equipment because
it had to be instatled in an existing huilding as opposed to putting
it in wien the bpuilding is keing built.

o Governor, pack to the budget hearing, for a mement, I think
you saiu earlier that thgﬁact that they were having opga heé?&ngs
this year made it a little easier for you to keep up with what was
going on. Is that right? Yhat difference -~ is there any
difference in their having opéﬁ neetings?

A Onh, yes, because previously -- as a matter 6f fact, I

cgon't know whnether it was one or two yvears before this, the last two
years, that our finance people ware not even allowed in the room

oy,

o
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and this had been - mayke it was longer than ;hat, Vern, but
forrnerly there used to be that a representative of finance could sit
in so that we could keep up. And then a couple of years ago suddenly
they shut the door on that and we had no knowledce of what was going
on in the conference committee until they handed us thekpackage.
and then we really had round-the-clock meetings with the cabinet and
all and naving to go through this whole operation of the budget.
ow with this open meeting, now we have representatiwes up there
Eserving and keeping track of all the agréements that are made.
6, Governor =--
Q Governor, do you ever get the feeling that they are =-- they
are deliberately pushing YOu to the deadline sqﬁou don't have tire

" il .
to study the budget as carefully?
A I get the feeling but then I keep saying, "Please, don't
oe paranoid.,” but they ~-- the budget, if you go back over the whole

seven and a ualf years, there's only been one year in which the budcet

came down on time and it came down as -« virtually as it had been
sent up and I didn't have to blue pencil anything out of it, it
could be signed exactly as gone up. It was just one out of eight
budgets and -~ yes, sonetimes it is hard not to be a little suspicious.
g Y '

. . P
Q Do, pou anticipate signing a budget significantly larger
L . L N o - . A .
tihan the one you suomitted, adding in the augmentations?
A Jo, I don't think so. %o, I'm glad you added, "adding
in the augmentations.”
w Governor, how are things going with that project called

"o

‘ne Hisbtory of the Reagan Administration"? Is that still -- are

you still putting that together?

A I guess so0. Thatever that -- whateveiﬁhat is. e have
been compiling a reco&d here to have at our own hands, what we have --
what has been accom?lished and what the exact status of state
governnent is. The state of the State compared to what it was, but

I don't think that's actually anyone settinc out to do a history

cf == of the ==

¢ Governor =--
A -~ administration.
U 1i11l you let the press read some calley proofs, maybe,

before you --
EL HMELSL: We are not publishing as yet.

~Ge



A We are no. publighing anything, no,
Q Wnat is it actually going to be?
A’ o7 What?

What is it actually going to be?

i

gy

A Well, we'd like to have for ourselves, we'd like to have
a score on what's -- what's been accomplished. And we'd like to
pe able to see how much did we achieve of the -- of our goals, the

things that we set out to do. 2nd frankly, I think we achieved a
great many of then.
Q That will not be published or disseminated in any way?
A Oh, I don't know that theme is any intent to keep it a
secret or anything, but it is not set out, as you indicated, or by
using the term "history" that we are compiling something we are
then going to publish. fio, I don't think there will be any secret
about it.

LD MLESE: Two things, Governor, I think we'll make
all this information fully availakle add hope that it will be printed
as widely as possible, when this -- and you can study it to their
heart's content, Secondly, this 1s a part of a detailed operation
transition to turn over to the next administration, which is for the
first tiwe been provided for in the budget, some funds for the
incoming governor to be actually on koard here with his team and
a part of that will be briefings on what the state of the State is,
so that this is being readied for that also.

v} Governor, do you liave any reaction to the reports of
f / il - = g
tine John Eirch Society's intention to publish an article on Senator

-

Cranston's communist affiliation?

A o, I think this is what you have to expect in eampaign
season,
Q Governor, are vou going to do any traveling in other

states during the recess, politically?

Q Can we get back to that a second?

A Well, no, no, I'll be == I'll be here and recessing

myself a little,

Q On that same question again, you said this is what you have
to expect in a campaign season.

A Yeah,

Q Can you explain that?

o~
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A Well, I t mk that there are various ,roups and
organizations and individuals in addition to campaion organizations
tnat get -~ when someone is up for re-election or new candidates,

1 . ‘y‘" * . f B ) A

that di§ info the record and some of them o beyond what maybe most

of us would consicer the legitimate record for campaign purposes.

Q Do you comsider that beyond the legitimate record?

A “Well, I wouldn't do it myself,

Q Why not?

A %uh?

Q Why not?

A Well, because I == I think you campaign on the basis of

a mam's doing the job, whether you think that that is =~ whether

he's nandled thejc¢b properly and whetlier someone can do it better

or you'a do it differently. It's coing back in quite ancient history.
0 Governor, in the past several days there's been articles
pablished about the generous pensions granted to both legislators and
constitutional offers, im&luding yourself, Did you think these
pensions are ovefiy genefgus? tfould you recommend any changes

in the degree that they are given?

A Well, I'm not going to have much of a chance at that,

and since the present system came into being before I got here, I've

never given it much thought. As a matter of fact, I wags just kind

of interested myself to learn what the pension was. I hadn't

known.,

Q Governor, are you =~ do you favor legislation to increase
wt

the salaries next year of state constiﬁﬁtional officers, including
governor? Senator Carpenter's bill,

A I haven't looked at that wvery ruch. And to tell you the
truth, I have to ~- I know that there is ~-- are some problems of
compaction and this goes for department heads and so forth. e
have peen having that studied. e are running into a place where
we are =~ everyone is leveling off at a certain positiénn On the
other hand, in the climate today, and with the problems of inflation
today, I personally would ke hesitant to recommend any such a thing.
Q You would have to sign.the bill, though, if it passes

the legislature.

£ I know, and I don't comment on what I'll do about legisla-
tion. And since it doesn't invelve me at all, I'll have to see what
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their reasoning is,‘énd why. But I do think . think that this

is a time for all of us to begin looking at every little thing that
might contribute inflationary-wise, and even if it is just -~ if it
is just adding to the climate of inflation, I doubt if half a dozen
constitutional officers are goinag to havera great impact on inflation
with regard to either raising or lowering their income, But I do
think tnat there -= it can have an effect that has to be weighed on
the whole atmosphere.

Q Governor, as a matter of fact, it would affect you because
tne salary of the cowernor goes up to $€0,000, and that would increase
your -- automatically increase your pension.

2N You know spmething, then maybe I'd have to let. it become
law without my sdggnature if they sent it down here, to avoid a
conflict of interest, Let me =-- let me just say one thing in behalf
of Senator Carpenter, and what's being suggested up there. I know
that there is == it is very tempting for all of you to comment on
scales of this kin&rin sovernment. But I think it would be also
interesting for yvou to find out where does California rank in that
because €alifornia has been pretty puritan and pretty straight-laced,
And California'’s state salaries @mn comparison to people in comparable
jobs outside of government and within government, finds that
California is pretty far down the scale, as a major state. You

find mayors that are higher paid, you find within our own state,

as I have said many times, the top 133 job salary classifications

are in higher education, not in state government. The Police Chiefs
in some of our own cities are paid higher than anyone in state
governmnent. I think the sﬁate has been pretty reascnable when

you look at the entire salary scale,.about the top leve of salaries.
Q Governor, do gou =- don't you have any opinion at all

on whether the retirement benefits are justifiéd?

A Well, I thought I slipped by that one pretty easy a few
minutes ago here. Why are you brigging it back‘up again?
{Laughter)
A I don't know, I said I just found out myself what it was.
I think perhaps if you are going to review that, and this is
something we have tried to do with ceneral state salaries here
over the last two years, by having a consultant firm study the
entire structure to see where we stand in government, and maybe
that whole thing == everything from fringe benefits to pensions and
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all should come up .or this kind of a review.

Q Governor, specifically do you think it is proper for, like
a legislator, to e able to immediately start collecting h&s pension
if he leaves in a reapportionment year, regarcdless of what age he
is, as long as he served nmore than four years?

A Well, that measure was passed, of course, as you know,
because of reapportionment, and the sort of sudden death thing that
could happen, and does happen to legislators in that. I think that -~
I think that could be looked into. 2As you kmew, I try to avoid
comnenting on their shop up there. Zut it makes for some strange
situations, yes.

o

v Governor, do you anticipate any chande in relationship

" F” * »
betwedn your administration and the 2Asserbly since they will now

nave a new speaker?

A Jell, as far as we are concerned, we shall do our utmost
to work with them as we have with all the others, and I feel that

we can get along. I have ho illusions about the fact that there
will be partisan differences., Thaere have been, and very frankly

I think that we have gone farther than the lecislature has to bridge
those partisan differences. I know that some &f you have commented
to the contrary and seer to think that, well, we were injecting
partisanship. I don't agree. I think that much of what we have
tried to do has been hung up many times on pure partisanship.

Q Governor, do you think you can get along better with ¢
dcCarthy than you have or yeou think you did with loretti?

A Hell; we managed to compromise cut some pretty godd things
when ioretti was the Speaker. It took a long time and it took

some public opinion to kind ¢f bring him around, but the compromise
that we finally were abke to work out &fter five years on property
tax reform, the compromise on the welfure :z£Eforms, we didn't get

all we wanted, but finally we got them and we statted from a point
in whicn they wouldn't even allow us to present the welfare reforms
to then.

& Governor, several months ago lir. Wal@ﬁh, I think, indicated
an an interview, that one of the goals in the last year of your

s . , e vl - .
auministration would be to eliminate as many rules, regulations and

80 on on business as possible. Regulations that you or he felt

inpeded growth and so on, Vhat, if anything, have you done in

that regard so far?



B N

A Well, we ﬁave been working on that.  Tle started -- it was
more than a year ago with a seminar on thig in which everyone con-
cerned witih regulations -- we held a meeting to point out that these
regulations were supposed to benefit the public and that sometimes
we gét into the area of just reqgulating for regulation-sake. 2nd
I've been very critical of the federal government on this very
watter, The federal government has regulations that it is
absolutely impossible for the average business person today to know
winat is in the rggulations, or to observe themn, I doubt if there
is any business today that can find out whether it is in compliance

with the thousands and thousands of regulations.

2 Waat --
A Ard here in the state =~ we said, "Vhy should we be guilty
if we are of the same thing.” Government is responsible for

a blizzard of paperwork. Liow we have made some gains already.
- . - g " 3 + 1 ‘f{f
We have reduced the ~- it may not sound like much, we have reduced

Ll ul N .
the total volume ofgpaperworx in state government three per cent.
&nd as I say, that doesn't sound like much. But it amounts to some
millioas of dollars in cest in handling, It also amounts to 4500
figure cabinets we didn't have to buy, and 24,000 feet of stomage

space that we didn't have to provicde. S0 ==

Q Wihat kind of regulations are you attempting to eliminate?

Can you give some specific examples of thincs you are --

A Ho, but I think we could get sore material like that
together for vou. Thgy are the =-- they are the harrassing nit-
picking kind of things in which vou say these regulations don't
protect anyone, they simply provide government wikh information
that government probably doesn't need, And I don't think, as I
say, we are not nearly as guilty as the federal government is of
this. I've given figures before. The small businessmen in

this country, particularly, they aren't the ones -- they don't
nave the great computers and they don't have the staffs of account-
ants and so forthrtoikeep them straicht. And they devote 130
million man hours a year to doing government ppperwork, And that
adds a cost to the products we buy from 30 to 50 million or billion
dollars each year. And this is just at the federal level. So

we are just trying to d¢ our part here and see if we can reduce it
at the state level. I think there is room for a lot of things of
that kind. If we do it, I think the time has come for a study of
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our taxing -- our ;“éome tax structure to see ir we can't, as I have
said before, find a way to ride piggykack. I know the people

turned that down at one time, but I think we ought to take a second
look because it is getting increasingly difficult for the citizen even
to figure out how much he owes government. I've used in several
addresses recently to business groups the fact that the -- the line,
"It takes more intelligence to figure out your incdme taifthan it

does to earn the income."

e
o,
G Governor, how far into the future do you see the need to
o
maintain the 55 mile an hour speed linit?
A Wiell, we are expecting a report. I just notied the other

day where Valter Pgdinsky of our Highway Patrol,they are doing a
study on thisg, I'1ll te very interested in seeing it. He has already
announced that =- their discovery that the speed limit and the
reduction in driving, both, must ghare in the savings in life, in

the reduction in accidents that we have had. But he does admit that
the lower speed limit has had an effect. Wow, I think, however,
that before we talk about it here on the theoretical basis we have
got to recognize that it is still regquired by Washington, the reduced
speed limit, for energy conservation. I%d here again, I'd like

to make a reminder and I think all of you could do a public service
if you =-- if you reminded people of this, the fact that we have

cured the long lines at the oil stations and things seem to be running
smooth should not blind us to the fact that there still is a short-
age, And if we don't watch out, if we ¢o right back to our old

bad habits, all at once, we are going to be back in the long lines

at the gas stations again. And therefore I would agy that the

first priority on considering lowering the speed limit at all or
changing the speed limit at all would be with regard to its.effect

on the energy shor&age. And once past that, then I think we have
had enough experience, as I say the study is being made to see if
there isn't a compromise where some highways, perhaps, should
permanently ~-- some of our freeways, retain £t because of the

saving of life and reduction of accidents. And I know that some

of the general thinking now is, and it's been my own thinking, that
maybe in our metropolitan areas, on the freeways, perhaps it should
be retained, it doesn't make all that rmuch difference in the

speed of travel, but it does nmake a great difference in accidentsy

but permit it.for the lesser traveled freeways, super-highways, that
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get out for cross~ untry trips where people ¢ : driving several
hundred miles a day.

SQUIRE: Any more guestions?

g -= gas still justifies keeping the ==
A What?
Q Do you think the supply of cgasoline in California still

o (¥t o g &w@gw@f‘ /;‘m"ﬁ%/
Justifies keeping/it)on?

A On, yes. ¥Yes, This == we have got to realize that the
Arab bovcott did not create the energy shortage, it just brought
it to a peak at a noment when we were trying to inform the people
there was an energy shoﬁ%ge. Long vefore we ever thoghht -+ the
Arabs were going to shut off the o0il we had all of the sources where
we could get oil, from abroad, how much we could depend on from the
Arabs, how much we could depend on here, what was the potential

if we did more drilling, And we still came up that in the next
few years we are going to =- we are not going to be able to do the
things we are doing unless additional sources or new types of energy
are found. 5o all the problems we had during the boycott are still
with us, The Arabs just eased it up a little bit and driving down
tue road not having to wait we tend to forget that we are usirg
energy. An increase =-- the increase in the use of energy is grater
than the increase to keep pace with eneréy sugply.

0 Governor, most of the olil companies involved in Alaska's
nortn slope area have refused to say that they will not ship o0ll to
Japan from Alaska. Do you tirink it is justified for them to shf;
oil tS'Jaﬁgn froﬁfthat Alaé@a noré% slcé% area?

A Well, I don't know what the rationale is there, I am
quite sure that 1f we tried to retain everykhing for ourselves that
we would find for an importing country, I think we would find that
we ourselves would be boycotted again and we are still not «=u:even
with Alaska, not prcducing encugh for our own needs,

Q Governor, on another subject. The Assenmbly last week
passed a constitutional amendment supported by the State Bar and

the Judicial Ceountil which will change the commission which must

approve the Governor's Appellate Court appointments, and would

- e o . s o
enlarge it to include legislators and bar representatives and general
public, and provide for condfiidential hearings on the Governor's
nominations. Do you approve of tizat? What's your reaction?
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A Are we t. :ing about judicial appoin .ents?

0 Avpeliate,
B Appellate,
ED MEESE:. I think this is an issue that's still under
consideration.
A Right, they have presented the information to us as to

what it is they are advocating and we ourselves have not round~tabled
this in the cabinet as vet. e are studyinc it.
Q Governoy ==

SQUIRE: Thank you, Governor.

- 00O
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