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Education - next step 
time-tested valu 
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MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR GIRLS COMMENCE.M:ENT EXERCISES 
Los Angeles, California June 6, 1974 

Remarks by Governor Ronald Reagan 
I think every speaker in a ceremony such as this one 
approaches the task with mixed emotions-delight 
and pride at having been asked to speak, and fear, lest 
his remarks turn out inappropriate to the occasion. 

I am delighted for the reason that it gives me an 
opportunity, by being associated with this kind of 
educational ceremonv, to demonstrate the falseness of 
some of the criticis:n;;_s leveled against me in the 
performance of my job. It ain't true that I don't place no 
store on bookleamingl 

I believe that with a good education it is possible to 
worry about problems all over the world. But I 
certainly feel that other emotion - concern -
\vhether the things I say will hopefully add at least a 
little bit of meaning foryou on this day of your lives ... 

The one thing I do know, is that the world is improved 
in many wavs, not the least of '"'hich has been the 
abando"nme~t of certain cliches inflicted with 
heavy-handed humor on patient graduates. You are no 
longer told on this day that you know more now than 
you ever knew before, or that you will ever lmow again; 
or that educational institutions are known as 
storehouses of knowledge because freshmen bring so 
much in and the seniors take so little out And there 
was of course that all-time stand-by, the speaker who 
always said, "when I was fourteen I didn't think my 
parents knew anything and \vhen I was hventy-one I 
was surprised at how much the old folks had learned in 
seven years." 

But I think some of us are thankful that some things 
don't change. You have taken almost all of your entire 
life in achieving this momentand to you it seems like a 
very long journey indeed. But it seems to many of us 
who are here today that your journey started just the 
day before yesterday. For us it is a day of nostalgia, of 
looking back on a montage of memories. I think for 
you, in addition to the memories you will have, you are 
looking forward and seeking a clue to virhat the future 
may hold. Perhaps that explains the paradox of calling 
this day graduation and at the same time, calling it 
commencement. 

All of you v.ill go on in your education - some of you in 
the universities and colleges of this land, perhaps 
some of you in specialized career training. But if your 
stay here has meant anything at all it is that you will go 
on learning and expanding your awareness and your 
horizons through all the years of your life. 

Once upon a time the adult portion of an audience 
such as this prepared itself for new worries on this 
particular day. They started worrying, "How will you 
do in that next education step?" There is one thing true 
of all parents: they want their children to have 
everything they never had. Especially a report card 
filled with A's. 

I know sometimes parents wonder "vhether they will 
be able to keep you there in those institutions ofhigher 
education. I asked a friend the other day ifhis son was 
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making it at college, and he said, "No, I'm making it, 
he's spending it." 

But seriously, many of us today do have a very real 
worry. vVe have a worry now at this moment whether 
we have given you the foundation that will stand up to 
the multitude of voices that will be assailing you in an 
ever-increasing volume in the years ahead. Frankly, 
this includes some of the voices vou \\ill encounter in 
classroom and lecture halls as you go on to higher 
education. Some interpret their right of speech as an 
obligation to shake your thinking to reflect their own 
beliefs. This, too, is part of the changing world. There 
was a time when the highest canons of academia 
rejected the indoctrination of students with the views 
of those who taught. The goal then was to teach the 
student how to think and not what to think ... 

I am not suggesting that you leave here with a mind 
closed to any of the new ideas that will be presented to 
you in the future. I am suggesting that an open mind is 
a fine thing but we shouldn't confuse an open mind 
with an empty head. Beware of those who will wipe 
out, or attempt to wipe out, all of your beliefs but leave 
you with nothing to replace them. 

At the same time don't accept without studying and 
deep consideration the ready-made philosophy that 
some will tiy to implant as a substitute for everything 
that you now believe. 

Challenge the morals and customs of the past. Every 
generation has done so, but don't automatically 
discard them simply because they are old. Some of the 
time-tested values may be irksome at the moment, but 
we forsake them at our peril. They are the values we 
call civilization and men have always been willing to 
die for them. 

There are laws governing us that men didn't write and 
which therefore men can't rewrite. We know, for 
example, that three times two equals six, and 
sometimes that is inconvenient, but \Ve can't change 
it. There are some who know it's true and resent it, 
just as they resent the existing moral order, and the 
fact that a moral order operating in this year ofl 97 4 is 
the same moral order that operated four thousand 
years ago in 1974 B.C. 

Through wishful thinking or ignorance vle may at 
times bury the interpretation of that law. But the lmv 
remains unchanged and no society can long flaunt the 
law vdthout inviting its own destruction. 

Today there is an increasing rebellion against this 
concept oforder. Simply obeying whim or impulse, no 
matter how attractive it seems at the moment, doesn't 
really make for freedom as we have been told; it makes 
for a~archy in society and in our souls. The bumper 
sticker, "If it feels good do it," might sound all right at 
first reading, but it is a little hard to take if someone's 
idea of what makes him feel good is beating us 
over the head. 

Actually, a lot of the new freedom we hear about is not 
freedom and it is not new - it is a return to the primitive. 
\\'hat those who preach the doctrine would sneeringly 



call old-fashioned is actually the newest idea in the 
history of man's relation to man. Suppose we could 
condense the 'vhole historv of life on earth down to 
one year. We could put it o~ film. That movie would 
run fortwenty four hours a day for 365 days a year ... 
This idea we call America would not appear on that 
film until three-and-one-half seconds before midnight 
on the final day of December thirty-first, and yet in 
those three-and-one-half seconds, one half of all the 
economic activity in world history would take place on 
this continent. But more important, a new concept of 
society would come into being in those 
three-and-one-half seconds, and would become a 
golden hope for all mankind . . . An individual man 
would be free to express his genius and perform such 
miracles ofinvention and construction and production 
as the world has never seen. 

Every standard of measurement confirms this fact, 
and yet there are those today who would have us 
believe this system that has accomplished these 
things has somehow failed and should be replaced by 
some untried utopian theory. 

Every generation thinks that the preceding generation 
behaved badly, failed miserably, and left the world in 
something of a mess for the new generation to clean 
up. I tis only later, when we work together, when the 
generations begin to overlap in the work-a-day world ... 
only then do we realize the fallacy of those who would 
create such a generation gap. 

The generations are not structured horizontally, 
stretched out like a sausage and divided by age groups 
into separate slices. Society is structured vertically 
with each generation climbing and then standing on 
the shoulders of the generation that has gone before as 
man continues to reach for the stars. 

You happen to be very unique in this particular 
ceremony. You are the first class for whom this day 
marks also, at the proper birthday, your move into full 
citizenship. So this is a day that is appropriate to take 
inventory of your inheritance-this social structure 
that will one day be yours to manage. And if! read you 
correctly, and the rest of your age group, you are very 
much disturbed. 

You have been inundated with a flood ofrhetoric by the 
communications media unlike anything that any 
generation has ever experienced before. This is the day 
of the doom and gloom criers. Even so-called 
entertainment today reflects a world that is grimy and 
distorted, with violence providing the only excitement 
Well there are many problems that remain unsolved. 
Poverty has not been eliminated, prejudice and 
inequality of opportunities still exist and man's 
greatest stupidity-war-still takes place. But since 
your generation will overlap with ours in trying to 
resolve these problems, let me make one thing very 
clear, I am not apologizing for our generation. 

In our lifetime we have fought harder and paid a higher 
price for freedom than any people who ever lived, and 
we have done more in our single lifetime to advance 
the dignity of man than has ever been done in any 
similar period of time. 

lL 

There are only a fev;r times in history that a single 
generation is called upon to preside over a period of 
transition as our generation. We literally went from the 
horse and buggy to the moon. A few years ago I was 
having a meeting with some student leaders from the 
University system of California. It was not exactly a 
friendly rap session. That was a time when the 
campuses were filled with great unrest. And finally one 
of the student leaders said to me, "You have to 
understand that you can't understand our generation. 
You cannot understand your own sons and 
daughters." And I tried to pass it off, I said, "We know 
more about being young than we know about being 
old." And he said, "No, I'm serious because when you 
were our age you didn't live in a world of instant 
electronic communications, of jet travel, of nuclear 
power, of space travel to the other planets, cybernetics 
and computers computing in seconds what it used to 
take men years to figure out,"-Well, that's true, we 
didn't have those things when we were his age-we 
invented them. 

When I speak of transition, I have already lived ten 
years longer than my life expectancy when I was born. 
(The governor then spoke about statistics confirming 
improvement in elimination of disease, improvement 
of housing, recognition of racial problems, upgrading 
of mass-produced items, variety of helpful household 
items to buy and nutritious foods to eat, availability of 
cars to buy.) But the doom-criers will say that this is 
proof-positive of our materialism. Well, they are wrong 
again, because our way of life is characterized by a 
compassion that is unique in all the world . . . 

And we have helped afllicted mankind, back through 
our entire history, whether it was a natural disaster, an 
earthquake in Tokyo, a famine in an Asian country, 
any kind of natural disaster-flood, war-our finest 
young men have bled on foreign soil the world over to 
protect the freedom of someone who could not protect 
his own. 

Because of what some charge as our materialism, you 
are bigger and healthier and brighter and will know 
more and travel farther and live longer than any people 
who have ever lived. And you will inherit a society 
which has more churches, more libraries, supports 
with voluntary contributions more symphonies, · 
operas, non-profit theatres, and publishes more books 
than all the rest of the world put together. 

We have more doctors per thousand people, more 
hospitals in relation to population, and a third of all the 



young people in the world who are getting a college 
education are getting it in the United States. 

We have distributed our wealth more widely among 
our people than any society that ever existed. 

We tax ourselves more heavily than any other nation to 
support education and to provide for the 
disadvantaged. We contribute on top of that, 
voluntarily, more than $25 billion per year for the 
same purpose. 

Fifty million Americans spend several hours each 
week in volunteer work, in youth programs and 
education and charity endeavors. You are the heirs to 
the noblest experiment in freedom that has ever been 
devised by the mind of man. 

Beware of those who would cast it aside for some 
super-planned utopia in which everything that is not 
compulsory would be prohibited. 

The scholar has written that the young of any 
generation have felt the same impulse to grow, to 
reach out, to touch the stars, to live freely and to let 
their minds loose along unexplored corridors. Young 
men and women have always stood on some hill and 
felt the same sudden complete expansion of mind to 
final fulfillment. I tis one of the oldest and sweetest and 
the most bitter experiences of mankind. 

I wonder if you know how easy it is for us to really 
understand that you want more outoflife than a 9 to 5 
routine, that you want to accomplish more than just to 
stay alive. You are right to have broader dreams than 
that, we need your idealism to renew our own, to 
remind us that life does begin when we begin to serve. 
And if we presume to advise you, it is so that you \Vill 
understand that dreams are empty and dreary unless 
they are accompanied by practical achievement. 

Water must be brought down from the hills to quench 
our thirst, the sick must be tended and all the intricate 
meshings of harvest and manufacture and 
transportation must take place. Do not let anyone tell 
you that there are no opportunities. They are limitless 
and they include opportunities to serve as \Veil as just 
to make a living. 

The world of business and commerce today supports 
programs in the field of environmental protection in 
the actual salvage of human beings who have dropped 
out of the parade, orw ho seek a way back from a life of 
crime. Modern industry and business today support 
scholarship programs, anti-drop-out programs at the 
high school level, provide research into drug culture 
and the other problems that create so much misery. 

Millions of splendid concerned Americans are quietly 
going about the business of being good neighbors. 
Because of them, and in spite of the merchants of 
gloom and doom, America towers over the world. 

Our system, tried and tempered by war and every kind 
of adversity, has been preserved by men and women of 
uncommon stature and uncommon devotion to a 
dream. So dream your dreams and dream your ideas 
for this truly is Camelot. 

The occasional misdeed cannot kill the dream, truth 
and justice or brotherhood. 

From time to time there have been individuals who 
failed a dream, but make no mistake about it-the 
dream has never failed us. 

A Camelot must not be built by shouting slogans such 
as "Revolution Now". It doesn't come from a bottle or a 
syringe. It is built by people doing everyday things 
such as extending common courtesy and compassion 
for others. 

And Camelot is never finished. The tools for adding to 
it are handed by the old to the young on days like this. 
We ·will hope you learn as we did that the real joy is in 
the continued building. We hope you will do better 
than we have done. 

I have spoken of your dreams and on a day like this, 
there are many here for whom this day is a realization 
of dreams come true. And if sometimes you have 
gotten a little impatient with the generation of your 
parents and found us overly possessive at times, 
perhaps it is because whether you know it or not, we 
have been possessed by you for quite a while and you 
accomplished that so very easily. In fact, you did it 
with one hand. And you did it when that hand was so 
tiny it could barely encircle a single finger, but you did 
it with such a grip that we will go through the rest of 
our lives wearing the imprint of that finger. 

Congratulations and God bless you. 

Copies of tlie entire speech may be applied for by calling the 
Alumnae Office of Marlborough School. 

A Championship Season in Volleyball 
Marlborough is extremely proud of its Spring 1974 
Volleyball team which reached the finals in the 
national high school competition. The winner of the 
finals was the Chicago All Star Team which was 
chosen from the best talent of that city's many high 
schools. As well, Carol Meihaus '75 for the second 
year, and Lori Garver '7 4 made the :flrst team of the 
High School All American, representing the top six 
girls in the country. Jane Bassett '76 was chosen for 
the second team of the High School All American, 
representing the top twelve girls in the country. 

Other members of the team were: 

Gina Giannini 
Jeanne Hall 
Jan Linden 
Kate Ridgway 

'75 
'78 
'78 
'77 

Ginny Stevens '7 4 
Karen Stevenson '7 4 
Maura Waters '7 4 
Cindy "Whitaker '76 



Opening Day 
Putting the Vision into Focus 

"School opened in a unique way this year, as we 
attempted to heighten our sense of community. In 
place of classes there was a combination oflarge and 
small group meetings designed to permit students and 
faculty to share their experiences over the past 
summer, plan advisor-advisee activities, and develop 
ideas which would promote pride in themselves and in 
our school." 

"We have a unique opportunity here 
to explore in depth the important part 
that religion plays in our lives." 

Opening Comments by the Headmaster 
"Honor is that mental standard which involves 

self-respect trustworthiness, fairness to others, and 
adherence in spirit and in action to recognized ideals." 

"Discipline is a display of affection and one of the most important forms 
of teaching." 



Government encroachment - loss 
of personal freedom 

Free enterprise 
Bureaucracy 

QUOTE: Senator Ben Hill 
--Watch and guard with sleepless dread 

that corporation which can make 
property ••• rights-of all states ••• 
people ••• all liberty its pl~y~hings 
in an hour, its victims forever 
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QUOTES: 

Education - rebellion 
generat~<:>n~ .. ,g~p 
freed om· of;E'd~oice 
inheritance 
poverty vs. materialism 
dreams & opportunities 

~+ 

John Gordon, Australian Prime Minister 
--sacrifices of giant cou.nt1ry for 

small nations 
Pope Pius XI I 

--American genius for splendid and 
unselfish action 



Remarks by Governor Ronald Reagan 

Cal-Poly Commencement Exer~ises 

June 15, 1974 

/ 



Kennedv: 

We have had many notable and distinguished individuals appear. 

on this campus as commencement speakerso Never in 'the previous 6? 

years has a governor of the State of California accepted an invitation 

to be a speaker at a commencement exercise on t~is campus. Our library 
. 

ai:":hi vi st tells me that the record shows fot,lr other 9ovcrn0rs have 

visited the campus and have spoken informally to m.1all groups. 'i'he~y 

.:i.uclude Governor Merriam,, Governor Warren, Governor lCrd .. ght, and Governor 

·Pat Brown, Sr. This is the third time in eight yean~- trrn.t: our Cl_)eci.ker 

has visited this campus. ~nd I am honored to present as our 1974 

c·ommencement speaker, the Governor of the State of Californ3.a, the 

Honorable Ronald Reagan. 

Reagan: 

President Kennedy. Thank you very much and it is a pleasure to 

be. back here again on this campus. I am heart and soul in sympathy 

with the senior class gift to this campus. I don't know that I will 

be around very much longer to do anything about the othero but as 

an individual, as long as you have the fund established and the con-

tributions coming in, I would like to join those who contribute. 

'. Reverend clergy, Trustees who are present, members of the admin-

istration, the faculty, the students and friends, and most of all the 

members of the graduating class of 1974: 

Every speaker on an occasion such as this approaches his task 

with mixed emotions. There is, of course, pride and delight at having 

been asked to speak and fear lest the yemarks be inappropriate to the 

occasion. Now I am ~elighted particularly because your invitation 

gives me a chance to prove that it "jest ain't true that I don't set 

no store by book learnin'." As a matter of fact, I believe that with 



a good education it is possible to worry about conditions all over 

the world. But I also feel that other emotion, concern, whether my 

words will add at least a little meaning to this important day in - ' 

your lives. Any speaker on any occasion has something of this concern 

about the appropriateness of his remarks, a~d every speaker has at 

on~ time or another known the embarrassment.of falling short of 

achieving an oratorical triumph. Some time ago, I had the privilege 

of representing our government in Mexico City, and I spoke to a large 

and distinguished audience there. When I finished, I. sat down t:> very 

scattered and unenthusiastic applause. I was embarrassed, and~even 

mere so when the next man up representing the Mexican government and 

npeaking in Spanish; received the warmest kind of applause at almost 

every sentence. To hide my embarrassment, when they started clapping, 

I.started clapping. I clapped louder and longer than anybody until 

our ambassador leaned over and said. "I wouldn 1 t do that if I w~re yo~~ 

he.• s interpreting your speech. 11 

There is one thing I do know: The world has improved in many 

ways since I was on the receiving end of a graduation speech. One 

of those improvements has been the abandonment of certain standard 

cliches which were tral"ditionally inflicted on patient graduates with 

heavy-handed humor. You are not told anymore on this day that you 

know now more than you have ever known before or than you will ever 

know again or that the universities are known as storehouses of know-

ledge because the freshman bring so much in and the seniors take so 

little out. 

And, of course, there was that a 11.-time s_tandby: 11When I was 

14 I didn't think my ·parents knew anything, and when I was 21, I ·was 

amazed at how much the old folks had learned in seven years." 



But I am thankful that some things don't change, especially 

about this day. You who are graduating have taken virtually your 

ent:L:e lives i.n achieving this moment and to you it. seems like a 

very long time" But there are others here todaye many who share this 

day with you1 and as they look back it seem~ as if the journey only 
. 

st.<R:&ted yesterday. So for everyone, it is q day of riostalt.Jiae of 

looking back on a montage of memoriesu and for you looking ahead, 

p~rhaps a little fearfully, seeking a clue to what the future holds. 

Pos£:ibly that explains the paradox of calling the day-graduation at 

the same time we call it commencement. 

You are corning into your inheritance, and some of us here worry 

about the value you ·place on that inheritance. I am speaking of the 

s~cial order that you will some day have to manage. Some of us here 

are concerned that possibly you are confused because certainly there 

has never been a ti~e when a people have been so inundated with words 

and rhetoric, with opinions pontificated on a daily basis regarding 

every facet of our lives. This is the day of the gloom and doom-crier 

and the demagogues telling us that long-cherished standards are no 

longer relevant, that the moral code is obsolete, and that we no 

1003er have any valid basis for measuring values. 

This, we are told, is the era of the open mind. Sometimes we 

wonder if someone hasn't confused an open mind with an empty head. 

Be a little on guard against those who would wipe out all tradition 

without offering something in its place. Every generation challenges 

the mores and customs of the past; and every generation thinks the 
. / 

preceding generation left the world in a mess._ We thought it of our 

parents; you think it' of us. But today there is something more at work 

than just that traditional feeling. There is a growing ~ebcllion 

against the concept of order itself and .a feeling of guilt on the part 
" 



of some of us that we failed you a true perspective on this 

world you are going- to inhe:rit. 

Challeng~ the µtores e:nd ci..:~st:oms if you will, as every generation 

has, but don't carelessly diRcard all of them wholesale, simply 

because they are c.ld, Th<': J.cJC!'>t::lns· values w"tiich make up what we call . 
ci;vilization ar.e thO$O things fer which men~in ages past have always 

been willing to die if need be. There are laws governing us which 

were not written by ri:ici.n whicl!, therefore, can't be rewritten by man. 

We know that three times two is six. Sometimes we find that very 

inconvenient, but we can '·t change it. The moral law which ope~ates 

in this year of 1974 was operating in the year 1974 B.C. 

Through ignorance and wiGhful thinking we may vary the inter-

pretation of that law, but the law itself remains unchanged, and no 

society can flout it without inviting its own distruction. Th~ 

bumper stirker, "If it feels good, do it, 11 may sound attractive at 

first reading, but it is a little hard to take if someone decides 

that beating you over the head is what makes him feel good. If I 

read you correctly, you have some doubt about the true value of this 

inheritance. If someone right now were to offer you the world on a 

silver platter1 particularly right after hearing the evening news, 

I'm· sure you would take the platter, and no one could blame you. 

Even if you decide to escape with a night out at the movies, 

you are treated to the sordid and grimy with a few ugly bursts of 

violence to keep the plot moving. It's true that all of the problems 

of human misery have not been solved. Poverty hasn't been eliminated, 

prejudice and bigotry, and inequality ~f oppo~tunities still exist, 

and war--man's greatest stupidity--sti11 takes place. It seems that 

the noble dreams have gone replaced by greed and frenetic grubbing 

.. 



for the unimportant material things$ That is the world that is 

pictured by some. our industrialized society making workers into 

dull-witted rpbo~s on the monotony of the assembly.line and selling 

the consumers' into buying standardized, inferior gadgetry they really 

don't need and most of them don't even want~ Over all of this hangs . 
th,e threat of a nuclear incineration unless, we smother to death first 

in our own wasteo But picturing the world that way is about as 

accurate as the situation of the burglar that broke into the studio 

of an avant-garde modern artist, and while he was robping him, the 

artist got a glimpse of him and drew a sketch for the police •.. Within 

a matter of hours the police were able to pick up a vulture, two 

baskets of fruitu and a beagle. 

Fi+st of all, let's take up the matter that I have referred to, 

at least the bias with regard to the 
,,,,,.,;;;,.~--~,~----~-~-----

neration Generations are 

not as they have been pictured, structured horizontally with all of 

mankind stretched out like a sausage divided into separate sliees 

by age groups. Mankind is structured vertically with each succeeding 

generation finally standing on the shoulders of those who have gone 

before, and each generation has a period of overlapping--for example, 

from the day that you join us in the continuing effort to solve the 

problems until someday you yourselves stand greeting a new generation 

on a day like this one. 

Now let me make one thing plaino I make no apologies for our 

generation, because no generation has ever fought harder or paid a 

h1gher price for freedom than our generation, and none has ever done 

more to advance the dignity of man than we have accomplished in a 

single lifetime. There have only been .a few widely separated moments 

in history when a single generation presided over a great period tllli 



of transition. Ours was such a generation. We literally went in 

our lifetime from the horse and buggy to the moon. 

A few ye,ars ago, I have to tell you 0 I had a meeting in Sac

ramento with a group of student leader·s from some of our campuses. 

It was not exactly a friendly rap session •. On~ of them finally 

burst out and said, "You can't understand our generation," and I 

said: "Well, we know more about being young than we do about being 

old. 11 And he said, "No, I'm serious .. It is impossible for you to 

.understand your own sons and daughters because when you were our age, 

you didn't live in a world of instant electronic communications, of 

space travel, of jet travel, of cybernetics, of computers computing 

in seconds what :i.t took men years previously to figure out." Well 

that's true. We didn't have those things when we were their age. 

We invented them. 

Before you let the doom-criers with their prophecies and their 

projections convince you there is no future worth anticipating, remem-

ber that part of your inheritance is of choice that gives you 

some control over your own destiny. With regard to those projections, 

what we can expect in the years to come? In 1929 Herbert Hoover· 

appointed a commission to plot out a 20-year projection for the 

United States. Five hundred researchers worked for three or four 

years. By this time Franklin Delano Roosevelt had been elected, and 

in 1932 they handed to him 13 volumes: 1600 pages on just a summary 

alone. In all of those words, there was not one word about atomic 

energy, jet propulsion, antibiotics, or transistors, and yet all of 

those things came into being before 19$2. So ..don't lower the life 

boats and abandon ship just yet. 

If we could condense the history of life on earth down tq a 

.. 



single year and put it on a film that would run 24 hours a day, for 

365 days, this idea we call America wouldn't appear until 3~ seconds 

before midnight on the final day of December 31. 

In those· 3~ seconds, a totally new concept of society would come 

into being--a concept that would swiftly be9ome, the golden hope for 

mapkind all over the world. The philosophy, that was dominated oy 

government would in those 3~ seconds be replaced with the idea that 

government is the servant of man, created by man for his own conven

ience. 

Now I will admit that we have to be constantly on guard tp keep 

government from becoming an inconvenience, and I suggest you keep 

that in mind. But under this concept, the genius of the individual 

man was freed to perform such miracles of invention, construction, 

and production as the world had never seen. 

In those 3~ seconds, one-half of all the economic activity in 

the history of mankind would take place here in this country. Mass 

production and standardization that some find so distasteful has for 

the first time made the products of our technology available not just 

to the aristocracy, but to the toilers who manufacture them. 

A socialist country would give their copies of Karl Marx for our 

standardization and our assembly lines. For standardization means 

products for the masses and the assembly lines have freed the worker 

from back-breaking drudgery which for centuries had kept him at an 

almost animal like existence. W'here but in highly-industrialized 

.Ainerica will you find the variety of things to buy, the variety of 

jobs and the variety of leisure pursuits. 

It is time to read the will, to tell you what we have done with 

your ~nheril~~ while it was in our custody and what you will inherit. 



If I may put it in a somewhat personalized way, I have already lived 

10 years longer than my life expectancy when I was born, which is a 

source of ann~yance to a great many people. 

But medical research, most of it voluntarily supported in this 

country, has eliminated diseases.that have plagued mankind for gen

e~ations, killing and maiming$ Today you h~rdly recall the names of 

those .diseases. 

Wnen I was born, two-thirds of the people in this country lived 

.in substandard housing and 90 percent lived below what today we consider 

the poverty line. Both figures are now less than 10 percent. .Jrnen I 

was young, this nation didn't even realize it had a racial problem. 

·r can't tell you that we have totally erased bigotry and pre

judice from every heartu but I can tell you that in our lifetime we 

have opened doors that have been closed and barred for a hundred years. 

When I graduated from college, ·I became a sports announcer. I 

broadcast major league baseball. I didn't have any Hank Aaron s and 

Willie Mays to talk about. It 1 s hard to realize that just these few 

years ago the official Baseball Guide at that time defined baseball as 

a game for eaucasian gentlemen. 

We 11, that wasn't good enough for us. We editorialized, and we 

campaigned, and we worked, and we changed it, and we not only made 

baseball better for it, we made America better for it because we 

changed other things and opened professions and ungentlemenly gentle

men's agreements have been outlawed. 

Among other things, a higher percentage of the young people of 

our minority communities today will gCY to co~lege in America than 

t~e sons and daughte~s of the majority in every other country in the 

world. You will work fewer hours for a higher standard of living • 

.. 
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have more opportunities for personal advancement and enjoyment than 

any people who ever lived. 

/ As for th~ poverty that we haven 1 t totally eliminated, 95 percent 

of the families have an adequate minimum daily intake of nutrients ·in 

this country, and I think part of the 5 percent who don't are on a 

di'et.. 99 percent of the homes in America have gas or electric ap-
' 

pliancesi 96 percent of them have TV. 

There's an automobile for every two people, and they're all on 

your street every time you are in a hurry to get someplace. 

Ninety-eight percent of American women have their babies in 

hospitals with a doctor in attendance, and in most countries, they have 

them· at home with only a midwife. 

If someone says "this is just proof of our mat~ia.lism," well, 

that materialism has made you the biggest, the healthiest generation 

that ever lived. You know more, you travel farther, and you'll live 

lo:nger than any people in history. But we pass on to you more than 

that. 

You inherit a society that is characterized by such compassion 

that we are unique in all the world. We have distributed our wealth 

more widely among our people than was ever done by any other society. 

We have taxed ourselves more heavily than any other people to help 

mankind worldwide. 
,,,,,,,,r«' 

John Gordon, the Australian Prime Minister a few years ago said: 

"I wonder if anybody has ever thought what the situation of the com-

paratively small nations in the world would be if that giant country 
~~· 

/J prepared to make so many sacrifices." _, 

And after taxing ourselves to do these things, we support educa-

tion and provide the less fortunate with voluntary contributions that 

total 25 billion dollars a year • 
... 



Fifty million Americans average several hours each week as volunteers 

in the same causes. 

The society you inherit has more ch11rches, libraries,. supports 

voluntarily more symphoniesa more ope~as, more non-profit theatres 

and publishes more books than all the rest of ~he world put together. 

We have more doctors per thousand peop_le, more hospitals, and a 

third of all the young people in the world who are getting a college 

education are getting it in the United States. 

Beware of those who would have you exchange your inheritance 

for some super planned Utopia. What they have in mind would probably 

end up a society in which everything that wasn't prohibited would be 

compulsory. 

You are heirs of the noblest ~xperiment in freedom that was 

ever devised by the mind of man. 

We wonder sometimes if you know how easy it is for our generation 

to understand how very much more you want out of life than a 9 to 5 

routine, that you want more of a goal than just requiring a means to 

stay alive. A scholar has written that the young of any generation 

have felt the same impulse to grow, to reach out, to touch the stars, 

to live freely, to let their minds loose along unexplored corridor_s. 

11Young men and women," he said, "have always stood on some hill 

and felt the same sudden and complete expansion of mind to the final 

fulfillment." It is one of the oldest, the sweetest, and the most 

bitter experience of mankind. 

So bring your <lfg~ and your idealism and we'll renew ours from 
./ 

yours. Perhaps we can help you learn that th~ dream and the practical 

go together, that either one without the other can become a very dreary 

thing indeed. 

Water must be brought down from ·the hills, and the sewers wust 



flow, and the sick be tended, and all the intricate meshing of harvest 

and manufacture and transportation take place or there would be no 

time for dreams. 

limitless, even in the workaday business w:>.rld. Millions of splendid, 

concerned Americans are quietly going abou~ their business of being 

good neighbors; in the field of environment: salvaging human beings 

who have failed to keep up with the parade, or who need to find a 

way back from drugs or from crime. 

Our system has been· tempered and tried by war and every Ji;;.ind of 

adversity, but the dream has been preserved by men and women of uncommon 

stature and uncommon devotion. 

On occasions there are misdeeds, but they can't kill the dream 

o.f truth and justice, the dream of Camelot if you will. Now and then 

some have failed the dream--the dream has never failed us 1 and Camelot 

is never finished. 

The tools for adding to it are handed by the old to the young 

on days like this with a hope that you'll do better than we have done 

and that you will learn as we learned the joy of continued buildlng. 

We in this country have had a rendevous with destiny since the first 

Pilgrim set foot on this soil. 

In the days right after World War II when American power and 

American economic strength were all that stood between the world and 

a return to the dark ages, Pope PirJus XII said: "The American people 

have a genius for splendid and unselfish action. Into the hands of 
/ 

America, God has placed the destinies of an inflicted mankind.u 
. 

Well, mankind is still inflicted, and he has no place to turn 

except to us. That's our rcndevous with destiny, a rendevous that we 

can. keep only if we realize our own capacity for greatness and keep 
f 
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