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By Leo Rennert
Mellaichy Now sPamers Siatf Writer

WASHINGTON — The Nixon ad-
ministration. flatly denied allegations
by the Reagan administration today
that  federal  antipoverty  officials

made a commitment to phase out the

California Rmai Legal Assistance pro-

gram.
In & widely ‘circulated d()CL mcn’(
Lewis I{. Ulder; who heads the state’
Qifice of Beonomic Opportunity, s‘ud
federal OEOQ  Chief TFrank Carlucci
“sustained” Reagan's vete of 4 $1.8
million CRLA grant last January and
ordered a “six-month phaseout.”
Uhler said “‘signals were ehanged”
Jater
sion set up by Carlucei to review

]

when' an mvmhgaf,mg commis- -

CRLA activities “apparently was ad-
vised” totone down its probe.
The explanatory statement, he said,

wag prowipted “because of the confu-

by ‘a ronobjective
in their Teports

sion . fornented
press and media”

about Reagan's battle with the com-

mission.
Claims Misveading
OEQ, however, made. it clear {oday
that it considers Uhler’s statement a

misreading of official events which

led to the creation of the commission.

On Jan. 30, the agency recalled,
Carlucei -issued a statement in which
he said the following about his deci-
sion-to give CRLA six months fundmg
pcndmg completion of 1e comimis-
sion’s investigation::

.

“This is not a phaseout or iransi-

tlon ‘grant. If the commission fmd‘;
.that CRLA is conducting ifs acuwues
in compliance with QEO status and

guidelines, I will, of course, refund it
in {ulk”

Federal officials said it would have
been inconsistént for Carlucci to or-
dera “phaseout” of CRLA, as claimed

<by Ubler, at the very {ime when he

Wwas appointing ‘a panel. of distin-

“puished jurists to determine whether
“or not it should be kept alive by OEQ.

The agency also noted that Carlucci

did not say last January that he had,
~decided to “‘sustain” Reagan's veto of

a 12-month refunding glant ~ as al

Jleged by Uhler.

Instcad he declared in a pubhc

Sacts .
s. 257!

‘;tatemen’r “T will not overrlde at thls
time” Rcagan s veto,

By using the phrase “at this {ime,”
it was pointed out, Carlueci clearly
left himself the option of overridin
the veto later this year should the
commission turn in a [avorablc (‘RLA
report.

- Attacks Uhler ;
Uhler's statement also came under
attack from California Rep. Jeroie R,
Waldie, D-Contra Costa County. who
took issue with: a Uhler complaint
that {he commission’s procedures
gave the Reagan administration a
choice of accepting “the incredible
posture of placing the State of Calis
fornia on an equal basis thh CRLAM -
Said Waldie: :

Lak




-

report condemning CRLA, would be
in a ‘superior’ position before the tri-
bunal - of jurists -to CRLA and thaf,
therefore, the State of California, in
the berson of Mr. Uhnler, would not be
required 1o prove his -unfounded
charges against CRLA.

“That CRLA would be considered
an ‘equal’ to Mr. Uhler before a legal

fribunal-examining the faets is an-in-

~comprehensiple situation to Mr. Unls

£T. , :
“It-is that failure to- comprehend
that led him to attack CRLA in the

first-instance; namely, CRLA’s insist--
_ence that the poor of California; their

“In that plaintive plea, Mr. Uhler
" tips his hand. It was his hope that the
- State of California, represented by his

clients, were ‘on an equal bhasis’ ‘be-
fore the courts with those  wealthy
growers, those poiitical powers, and
those  entrenched -special interests
that they were litigating against.
“Mr. Uhler believes the poor ‘have
a place’ in society, but that ‘place’ is

“inferior to the large growers, the po-

litical pewers and the spectal interests
who have long been abusing them.
“Mr. Uhler agzain demonstrates his
incapacity to head a state agency
whose mmission is to be supportive of
efforts to- assist California poor. His
philosophy of. life does nof permit an

‘understanding of or compassion with

the poor.. Unfortunafely, his philoso-
phy-is shared by his superior, Gov.
Reagan, who appointed him in the
first place.”

et
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SALINAS — A 26-year-old

man was arrested in connec-

tion with the firebomhing of
a - Salinzs lewyer’s. office,
hours after C v, Ronald Rea-
gan called for an FBI investi-
gahm,x of tne ineident; Sali-
nas pelice said today:

Police said Henry- R. Lu-
certiof Salinas was. arrested
late Monday . efternoon at

work in & tire company here
andu booked for investiga-
-tion of arsov in the firebomb-

ing last ¥ridav-of
of attorney Wi

he offices
Hiam Hloreno,

Police said Moreno’s firm
had taken action agzinst Lu-
cerp in-a fi{l,ulclc{‘! defauit
proceeding. - They - empha-
sized . the flrc appare nﬂy had

no COnﬂ”CtiO’l with the dttO“
neyv’s test zmnhv early las

mated $50,000 damazs.
Rta?c n sent a tut,gram
Monday. - to -US- Atty. Gen.
John Mitehell asking thal he
“direct the. FBIL to i"ﬂ‘I‘UF‘*’ll-

agtely begin-a full investiga-
tion” into. the incident. M-
reno had festified against

CRILA.

Dennis - Powell,
atforney for CRLA’
off 1(‘9, va»a tho tmi

tbe*e 1> no cmm;tz

(75 98 S W
Reagan told his press co
ference today he wants th

m ™

FEI investigation despite th
arrest of a suspect.

It the bombing was no!
connected to-the attorney’s
testimony - against CRLA;
R(, gan said, “there has bepn
big stretch of the imagina-
tion."

Reagan said nta«z witness-
es-whoe Yook ithe same fone
have  been  receiving te
! tl"raafx and

i IR 13
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By Joel Thunak

. Examiner News Staff
EL CENTRO — The cur-
rent iaquiry imto the activi-

tiesof California Rural Legal
Assistance probably w;h,
have cost- sommewhere-in 'snz
figiures = — peﬂmps even
$500.200 when the controver- .
sial hearm gs end mext.

month.

Noone involved in this prob-?
lem, - which jusf completed

two--days of hearings near

the Mexican horder, isreally |

prepared - to. pin. down the
cost. ;

“It’s too sensifive .at this
point.” said ‘one fedsral offi-
cial.

Educated guesses by some

participants,” however, don't
discount the half-millicn fig-
ure. although most horseback
estimates - are ~about ‘half
that.

Reagan Veto

At stake is the 81.8 million :

federal grant for CRLA that

Governor Reagan vetoed last

December.

The  cost of this probe is

borne by the Office of Eco-
nomic  Opportunity in Wash-
ingten — not out of any spe-
cial funds, but out of regular
anti-poverty. money.

OEOQ Director Frack Car-
Iueely facerh withithe paliticat

heat of upholding .ov overrul- .

ing ‘Reagan, appointed the
t}” ee-mgher contmission to
investigate - the - Governor’s

~charges é;gainst CRLA.

i

- Just-consider the expense
of Lne nquiry

Jusﬁces’ Staff

In addition tothe three jus-

-tices. from the Supreme
_Courts-of ~Maine,~ Colorado

nnd Wisconsin, the commis-

sion has a staff of four attor- !

neys. two secretaries and
several court reporters.

The ' hearings . themselves
will ~consume three weeks

whed all is over. But thers!

isc were. procedural hear-
:mg:, before the probe began
s-well as long staff work on
the Governoi’s charges con-

1ent,

fare for the commission; ho-

tels: meals; rented cars and
7 other. expenses ‘of traveling

to and from California and
aiso- within the state.

Last week hearings were
heod ‘at Salinas, Soledad and
here. In June, six more cities
are on tie itinerary.

Now add to thla the cost of
both CRLA and the State Of
fice of Economic Opportuni-

tained in a 283- paw indict-.

The bill will include plane

|

.

ty...OEQ pays the salarigs

and ‘expienses of hoth,

CRLA is being defended hy
{ torneys from two law firms.
‘ot the case since Fehruary,
when CRLA started compil-
ing a three-volume reply o
'the Governor’s-charges,

Then there is the wark of
¢ CRLA’s staff of 40 poverty
attorneys throughoutthe
state - — doing research and
textlfym at the hearings. !

" "The state 0}20, which com-
piled tlie 283 pace report be-
- cause its chief, Lewis Uhler,
said” his sfafx tsa oo small
and couldn’t spare the time.

Pay Witnesses

Yet, Uhler. has investiga-
tors in -the field to feed the
commission leads on what it
believes - are - objectionable
activities of CRLA.

He 2lso has several staff
members attending the hear-
ings -as observers, and all
this at the expense of OEO.

OEOQ is alsopaying for wit-
nesses to travel to and flOHl
the hesrings.

Everyone dislikes using
poverty funds for such hear-
ings  ~ especially such a
‘large amount;

i . But the inquiry itself is a
. political compromise worked

cout in - Washington — and

such compromises  are. ex-
penswe ot
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_patienal health

LOS  ANGELES
- Governor -Reagan,
" backs inthe ?“ﬂu‘ -Cal program

(UPI) -
whose cut-

are under atiack in-court by
doctors, said Saturday night he
and pf‘vszcians “are going ‘to
need each other-in the days
ahead.”

He alse assailed
M. Keiinedy's p op0
to-grave fedes lj,

Sen. E‘d‘vvd

d cradle-
”ubsidized
surance plan
as an Uﬂdr.xxii”’élﬂCEh scheéme’

‘that would make doctors ““gov-
~eroment employes.”

The Republican governor
criticized the - Kennedy pro-
gram and campaigned for ap-

proval of his own welfare and
Medi-Cal “reform’ plans in a
speech prepared for {he
anniversary of the Los Angeles
County Medical Association:

HE NOTED it was *‘no.se-
cret’’ that bis squeeze;cut and
trim ‘policies in welfare ‘ard
Medi-Cal “‘have mnot always
recen ed a 160-gun salute from

1l segments of ﬁ; health care
industry &

“Put; Reagan said, “we'are a
littie puzzled when we discover

" your -state association is an-

nouncing some pro-rata redne-
tion in fees while they are suing

160th

us- for- our cutbacks, even
though the law required us to
do it.”

“We hope this action by ymr
spokesmien in Sacramento dos:
not express your feeling abox,t
our admiinistration,”” he added!
“We are going to need each

-other inthe days ahead.”

Reagan’s cutbacks in- the
Medi-Cal program, inciiding a
10 per cent reduction in doctors
fees; is. being challenged in
facraniento Superior Cqurt by
the California Me dzcal Assoc&a-
tion, the Californ
Assistance and ot}!era Reagan
insist&"the cuts were nseded to

avert a threatened $140-million
budget deficit.
B GOVERNOR calledithe
Kennedy progosal the culming-
tion of “foot in-the door en-
croachinent by those who have
been determined from the first
to substitute government con-
trol for individual freedorn.”
“Make no'mistake about it,”
Reagan said, ‘‘this measure
will make you government
employes, not in jcpendent pro-

feb%on alg "
The  Los “r.gvms County
Medical Association last week

refused-to testify at one-man
subcornmitiee hearing: Kenne-.

‘dy held oa his plan.

ot
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SALINAS - (UPL) —-A - crude
fivebornb was huried Friday
into the offices of -an. atforne;
who taw;md tm 3 aga

istance Founds
Tim Molotovy cock
.;txma*ed

o

: 3 £l ¥
harassin 12 letince ave

He testified before
panel iuvesiigating

of co“az e which ty
efforts (}f tbc‘se
intimidation and fear fo achiev
their own selfish ends

“Our nation will continte fo
yourself econtinue to
with the truth m face

be strong only i men like!
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EL C TRO - A former
Cali‘;‘mm Rural Legal. As-
sistance emplove “has been
the “yaosi darnaging witness
vel azainst CR —% in the two
week -old Spoeial-investiga-
tion b} a threg-member com-
Crission. '

i

i Mrs. Ollie ‘Rodgers, who
werked for the agency until
11 days ag ified tnn El
Centro CnL‘x office altersd

up statf connections with the
- United Farm Workers Union
of Cesar Chaves.

She also-told of .an
ment - between Chayez and
former CRLA Executive
Dire cto" James Lorenz to put
commuaily  worker Hector
Rayes on the CRLA ‘payroll
“to wark fulltitne  for the
pnion.” . ; s

Pederal guidelines raake it

- and falsified records to cover

Cher e

ilegal for CRLA tosarvetha
interests of alabor union.

ness, a bl:zca wom-
an, LX’\ raye c‘u\.(.L 1(1[ q'b
gave a-secret CHLA doou-
ment to oueof Governoy Rep.
gan's investigators,
The “mermo  from Robert
Johustona, a CRLA attorney
in Fl Ceq‘m, to Marﬁm
Click, CRLA’s chief of Hitiza
tion iser“zammco said:
“For - the past four years
Mr. Rayes has bus‘cau
worked. full time out of t’ne
United Farm Workers office

“in” Calexico.

Mrs.. Rodgers refused to
tell the commission the name
of the investigator she gave
the memato.

The commissionasked
Mrs. Rodgers tocome toSan
Eranmano June 3 to continy

(E'

mony.
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Ex-Agency Worker
Claims Men Were in
Facd*ty Tve ‘Y*{Lms

BY PFILH’ HAGE

TFimes stall Nrmr

LL CENTRO—A former coHmm-

mty worker for California Rural Le-
gal Assistance said Friday the farm
workers union had "moved in" to

'CRLA offices for more than two

weeks during-a labor dispute here
last summer,

Mrs, Ollie RGd“E‘h made the alle-
gation among several charges indi-
cating a close relationship between
CRLA ‘and Cesar Chavez' United

“Farm-Workers Organizing Commit«

tee.

Mrs. Rodgers appeared hefore the
federal commission appointed to in-
vestigate CRLA after Gov. Reagan
vetoed its $1.8 million budget, which
iz supparted by federal antipoverty
funds, The commission is conduct-
‘ing hearings throughout the state.
- Federal regulahona prohibit
CRLA attorneys from representing
a2 union or its members in matters
where the union is'a real party in in-
terest. Gov. Reagan has asserted

CRLA has wo;ated tneae and oLher

federal rules.
Brougzht Sleeping Bags

" Mrs. Rodgers, who resigiied from

CRLA's El Centro office May 10, said
"10to 15" farm workers union mems-
bers had "moved in" to the facility,
complete with sleeping bags, suitca-
ses and typéwriters; during a strike
acqmat melon growers,

She said tﬂat Hector Rewcs an-

“other - CRLA  community . worker,

‘had-told her last year "he would be
on the CRLA pa}roll but would he
working for the union."

Mrs. Rodgers said further tnat '

when she was with CRLA, "We ac-
d umion telept
orifour il

ST

‘W“I”e caif\ collect.

i* WERAL Ph
5 CRLA D “C‘S‘?

BY PAUL HOUBTON

; Times $1aff Writer R

The Reagan Administration Fri-
day lambasted 2 three-judge federal
commission for absolving szfmrm
Rural Legal Assistancs of five ,of

the ¢harges leveled against it by the
state. i
Tt-was the third timein a week the!

- Adrainistration had used the medix’™

to discharge blasts at the commis~
sinn, ‘Wl”O\P hearings it iz boycnb
ting.

California. Office of Keonomi Op-
portunity, accused the judges of

holding preconceived opinions and:

basing their decisions on . m"wfh-
cient’ teaimom
“Howewer, he strongly o.efenderl

"the state's refusal to participate in

hearings being held across the state,
despite the commission's repeated

requests for more evidence from the

Administration,

Pleass Turn-to Back Page, Col 1

She also- said that she had wit-
nessed the alteration of employe af~
tendance records for two communi-.

ty workers "who had besiurdableita
come into.the office because of the
union.”

On cross-examination, Stualt PoL-
lak, an attorney representing CRLA,
noted as he began questioning Mrs.

" Rodgers -on that tharge- that she

"had two completely different situa-

tiong complately confused.” Pollak

did not elaborate on this point.
Mrs. Rodgers also was asked about

~a coafidential  memorandum e
tween CRLA attorneys asserting-

there were witnesses in fortheoming:
earings who would ”“’ est 3‘3 toany-

Please Turitts T4

Lr-*wr; K. Uhler, dirzctor of ths

|
i
!




Continited from Fivst Pare
thing we want them," The
memorandum. was  ob-
tained and relezsed last
Tweek by Gov. Reagan in
. Sacramento. ;

She testified thata copy

:-she ‘had of the memoran-

. dum had been given to "an

* investigator." She refused

Utoidentify the investigas
s tor when asked if he was a

- representative of the State

« Difice of Fronomic Oppar- -

Ctunity. ‘

£ Questioning to Resume
The questioning of Mrs.

- Rodgersis scheduled to

. resume June 3, when the

. commission reconvenes in

¢ Ean Francisco.
Several other witnesses
. gave testimony they had
“geen CRLA atforneys act
ing in-behalfof UEWOC,”
«.One witness, Angel Avila,
an _employe . of “a melon
grower here, gaid he had
s ohgerved CRLA attorney
1Robert Johnstone with
members of the union at a
lahor pickup area near the
Mexican border. ’
Avila; speaking-in’ Spa-
~nish throuzh an interpre-
‘ ter, told “the commission
ithat Johnstone was there
telling - Mexican workers
"not to go to work because
there wasa strike. . . and
tHat he was working for
‘the: government and was
_&x attorney."
.. Jotmstone, testifying in
rebuttal, said he had {aken

vacation time to work for
the union,’as is permissi-
ble under federal regula--
tions. 'He denied he had
told the workers he was
"working for the govern-
ment™ . and added, . ..
that would be impersonat- -
ing a federal officer and
would: be a -very serious
charge , ... that's not my
style 7 :
CRLA. Director Cruz
Reynoso testified “he was
confident- ‘the atiorneys
did not violate federal re~-
gulations -~ in - acting on
their vacation time for the
union, but expressed con-

. cern that the public might

not understand that dis-
tinction.”
Decline to Appear
Justice George Currie of
Wisconsin, one- of three
out-of-state ~ Supremme
Court justices on the com-
ruiszion, noted in question-
ing  Reynoso, "it - -would
seem to me that is where
the main danger of public
concern might oceur.}

The state Office of FEco~'!

nomic Opportunity, which
made a series of charges

“that. led to Gov. Reagan's.-

veto of the-CRLA budget, |
has declined to appear be-
fore: -the ~“commission - to
support - its allegations.
The state had asked that
at least some of the pro-
ceedings be held in private
and-has protested the com-.

Tnission's decision tp hold
public hearings, -~ -

¥. Douglas McDaniel, an

El Centro “atforney and.

former membep of CRLA’z
bpard of -directors,. testi.
fied he had seen a.CRLA

cattorney; John Deaver,”
E

Present at a UFwWor pick-
et line during the farm
workers  strik
mer. McDaniel said Den.

ver had told him at the
- time that he (Denver) had

been giving lezal advi
1 g legal ady
the plcketsc" ° 1c§ e

Denver denied h

: d-he was
1Eheze to offer legal adviceb
ub  acknowledged  that
bersonally, he 7 . ver};
sincerely - wanfed’ ty see

: the union win." He said he
‘had gone to the melon

field to witness the strike

; beqause it‘appeared to be g

ne s
nistorice moment

- -« that might lead tp the
fztn._afl ;esolu?ion of leiéo?
strife in Imperial Count
and all of Californig.» 7
M‘ )

e last sum--

Q/
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Foatmucd from First I’Mu

‘Appearing at a  press

f\\as sharply critical of the
" cornmission for “clearing
CRLA attorneys Thursday

: ,of charges they were "im:-

~.properly involved" - with
‘Angela Davis and  three
prison inmates known.as
“the Soledad Brotheis, -~

Hits I‘Iearlngsk
Uhler complained tha

Ahejudges acted v'lthour

thearing: - testimony © from

officers at Soledad Prison,

A closed hearing at the pri-

‘soit. was suspended (Wed- -
‘nesday after a prison offi-

‘cial was stabbed to death

“in another part of the fa-

“eility,
Uhler implied the offi-

Zgers had important testi-
mabny to give.

The" judges  were not
‘available for comment, as

’they continued hearings -
4n El Centro Friday, ob- ,

‘gervers noted; however,
‘that-un der commission
Jprocedure the judges are
given-an advance written

sumimary:.of “hat Wik«

nesses p1an to say:

”Uhlw also er ltlcued the
commission - for clearing
"CRL:A of four other charvea

éo*tfezence here, Uhler

before  all the  hearings
were concluded.

He said he wasn't calling
the judgey — the retired
chief justices of Wisconsin
and Maine, and a Colorado”
Supreme - Court: justice . —
dishonest or pohm(alh maos
tivated, But it was "abui-
dantly evident,” he said,
they had been "primed" by
federal  antipoverty . offi-
cials in Washington to
form z biased view of the
CRLA charges before they
began the hearmow '

" Hearing Rapped

Uhler -complained that
witnesses. testifying
against CRLA iwere not
permitted-torange bevond .
the - Uhler-prepered char-
geg; and that-private atior-
neys = representing - these-
witnesses were-not per-
mitied to crossrexamine
pro-CRLA wifnesses.

He said that since the
state was the review agen-

cy for CRLA; it was "inap-

propriate" for the state fo
join. the ccmm':sion 5 ad-
versary proceedings

Mt's like a teacher whao
ﬂradpa the: student being
callect upon to engage ina
hearing-as to how the Pro-
cess -of “grading: is. con-
ducted,” Dhler comment-

“ed,




: Cai%rnrma Rural Leual Assist- ‘1odﬂd Prison’ a
lanice Corp. was cleaied mm?-"mmy from & few inmates.

perly-of involvement with Ange- - Reason given for terminating 1Y

la Davis and three Soicdad’ Pris the hearing, according 1o Uhler,
on inmates, State Office of Eco- wag the execution stvie sla \xn’r

fter taking testi--adopted procedures that “svste-.
.’matic‘a%ly exclude” full testimp-

witne hostile - to

Hmve"ez', he gunted rermﬂ'“

nemic Opporinniye Tilel Lowis 0: crison adm ui\t!‘amr Kenneth purportedly - made - betore -t

:
K- Uhler cha C(mmt 45 shortly

o
alter the commission by Salinas aumne

At a-press conference w\tr\x-'tmec membher Cfm’:m«mn en-/ fWitliam Morena, branding it a_

day, Uhler blasted the federal yered the nerthern Californial
investigative - commission an-- p, SO1L

“kangaroo court.” :
Uhler "also read & lelegram:

founcement that Reagan Ad-" [hler charved  the Com~nh_rpdl’p()ﬁ€”ﬂ‘»’ senl to the commis-

ministration a‘;‘zeqai‘cn'{ aceus-sion is “without any ‘nfm mation sion by
ing CRLA attorneys o7 “impro- t5 make the decision whieh was Who

a fornier CRLA emnlﬁ e

stated-after observing the

rof

‘per in\-'olvement” with - Miss released  yesterday duzmg acomﬂmmns action she refused

Davis and three inmales XKnown peaping in El Centro.”

iih

“subject myself to . “*Ht and

-as the Soledad Brothers, were e said the Be agan Adminis- abuae in'a proceeding “that is
itoallv uwfounded arl without tration ‘has hecome “deeply d dis-1 & farce and insult to J*D Anmeri-
pmerit. turbed” with the commission’s Can system of JU‘vt e’

Lnler sajd “the” amouncement review techniques and its

: '\\a\ made thmmt the ‘be HEflt of s p;agexneq] décisions” reil ea\ad

“tesimony the . commission re n the basis of “inadeouate “nd
,fu~ed o hear. msufﬁcxent information.*

-1 Uhler said the' commission,; He said the commission ap-

-*headed by - retired Maine Su-=p0mted by ~'the  federal OFOT

ipreme Court Justice Robert B.lcame to Californiu with a “pre-
e Williarason; ~abruptly terminat-iconceived notion of the action it
led its Wednesday hearing-at So-'was supposed fo take” aad has

5-27-7/

i WAM""



LEWIS K. UHLER .. . assalls federal commission

By JOHN FRANCIS
Tribune Stafi Writer
ARCADIA == Lewis Ki-Uhler,
“director of the State :Office  of
Economic Opportunity, said he
is distressed over the decision of
a. federal commission in-
vestigating the California Rural

Legal  Assistance program lo-

dismiss testimony from Soledad
prison as unfound

~er:section of the prison while:
hearings'were under way.

S

I 2 s

Uhier s vince 13 atempting to
convince- the- commission ?hat
federal funds to CRLA should be
ot off. '

One charge against CRLA is

that its atiorneys were “improp-
e,rI_y involved” . with Angzelg
pavus and three prison L'xm;tes
inown as .the Soledad - Brothe
ars. - The  commission, after

conducting hearings Wednesday
at Soledad prison, -said the
charges  were unfounded and
without merit. !

Uhler complained Friday that

the commission heard testimony
from prison inmates supporting

CRLA, bui called off the hear-
ings prematurely because of a
murder ir the prison.

In-g detailed report, Uhler has
charged that CRLA- atlorneys

Hiptervened” at the prison in

an effert to-arvanze & meeting
between Miss Davis and one of

the inmates.

Jeourt abont €

i Hesailth
s thmony § o
cersthata CREA a8y
© him o Frowgaet his
Yin a murder cese

I change his testimony,
Uhler charged ihat the wit-
i out of prison and a
gag vule hias b made in the
teourt inowhich he s toappear.
. He said the gag tule swill probi-
¢ Dt his witiess from telling the
ERLA st ;

st he has swora feg.

.

rectly with C
hisz labor organtzau
United Farm  Worke

-~
Lt
@
o3
5
=
0

. izing Comyaittee.

i

i

!
|
1

He said that CRLA attorneys
and Chaver ave “right in bed fo-
gether” and that the atictueys
might as well be-on UFWOCs
payroll. :

The CRLA geont prohibits at
torneys from working with lahot
organizations. The program is
infended to provide civil law
yers for pedk people. v
Unler said that he has wit
pesses who will prove fhe
CRLA is working with Chave
and his farm labor moveimen

- put e doss not know how muc

i

of their testimony will be al
ceptedby the commission.

He said that during the hea

" 4ines so far the comumission hs

restricted OEO aftorneys fra

cross-examining CRLA W

niesses. CRLA attorneys, accor

8 ing to Uhnler, are free {0 €xu
" exgntine OBO witnesses.

| He-also told the Rofary Cl

'that attorney Bill Mora
recently testified in the hiearir
for the OEO and called the €0
missiona “kangeroo court” 2
walked out.

fne same nizght Moreneo’s
fices were fire bombed. “I I
no proof that this is relafe
Uhler said.

He added-that it could h
been an irate client taking
oppurtune time to throw a b
“into his offices.
sy elre not playing.’
greasy kids’ stuff;* Uhler sal

He said that his witnesses
being harassed and threats
apd that it has to end soon.

Uhder said that the com
sion Wil not have the final
“ont the CRLA case and indl
‘that he will pursue the

" “through the courts.

e ————T T



tion into alleged impropri-

Ccities yesterday.

&

I

congection with Cesar Chav- |

anti-CRLA attorney were

newsmen:

pathy with Chavez’

By George Murphy . : " deep sym
. ' - union
i o hew are barred b_y federal
reguiations from takmg art,
s CRLA attomc)n in union
tw ties.

Bul three of them testified

Chronicle Correspondent

commission  is going to i

anything that has real be ar-
. . i ing ‘on why C[»IA should bc
investiga-- ‘ changed or nnp} oved.” .

¥ Centro,
Imperial County
The - Federal

elies by the Califosfnia _ SYMPATHY tbe\ went on their own time
urad . Legal. Assistanc e As | the commission nom_!n fields alffected Dy last
program caused 4 pleted two days of lpugtm summer’s farm-workers

for strike here:

op- - Their Teasons for foliomn'f
I.'r WOC pickets fo the fzeks

judge commission conductin ore bost explained by

the investigation heard tpstl- CRL\ attorney Dawﬂ Field-

mony ﬂ‘tacmw the CRLA.on ing.

est point e zts_

°€Daf'~"f’c " hearings here, witness
5 Both sides left the-imp!

5th4f CRLA lawyers have

in four widely

In El Centro, ‘the thrf’ﬁ'

‘EXCIT 1\(}

He tbathleﬁ that J‘e id\. the
strike was “‘one of the most
“exciting times in the history
of the (Imperial) valley . ..
one of the most historic mo-
ments in the farm workers’
struggle.”

The major chdroes against

ez” United Farm Workers Or-
ganizing Cormmittee: 3
In Salinas, the effizesof an

firebombed, causing an esti-
mated- $166,000 damage: -
CRLA spokesmen: «in EI
Centro deplored the. incident.
UHLER
In Los Angeles, Lewis Uhl-
er, State foice of Ficonomic
Oppﬂo‘rtumtles. dnector,vto’ld’a UFWOC appeared to elicit
press conference he didn't , trong  intevest from thev
think the federal commission =" : ?hroee ; UStILC o,
IC?RI:j \0 mbc;t atgdcd“mte“ ash ‘In Salinas, the ofﬂce of v
“The panel members ate torney. William Moreno a"ib
boxing themselves in with :z;osfegf au:ilondn\;e "-':Y;S{Cie
procedures - designed . to. ex: v

clude,” rather than include, (t:ggk;c&.e;ﬂdxis ;gg%‘;z glml' h
information.” 2:29am.

And in San F ~'Salinas Fire .Chief Paw
nd in San Franclsco GOV' Mehringer . said  there was
emnor. Ronald: - Reagan toldg “no doubt” the fire was in-
cendiary i origin.

Farlier this week Moreno

called Utler Report have, for
the . most part, been: dis-
missed by the commission,

I have to'tell you that any
Hopes T had in the beginning
that this' might be an actual

<%miv‘ vof - legal assistuanceto Silinas - hearings, but wag
L T b RO SR, A
th ””‘ DasLe -od it :H_@: : | prevented under. commissior
window.. T don’t think - this 2 rylas from going-into detail
[T i v:‘~\r~.1.a‘ R an = : B ym. b o .

about  his
CRLA.

charges against

tnotion of

 California regents’

CRLA contained in the 50~

but the connection with.

had atterpted to testify be-
fore ‘the commission -at its:

at hi‘:' Loz AAngez, .

Uhler,
s5 conference, -
ligved the comtmission — ap-
pointed by the Nixon Admin-
istration - had come to Cali-
fornia “with' g preconceived
the kind of proce-
dures they'd take”

These  procedures, - Uhler
said, “have produced a very
distorted result”

REAGAN

Reagan's comments came

as he entered-a Uindversity of
mesting

in San Francisco.

Referring - fo the c¢ommniis-
sion’s  rullng  Thursday that
charges - against - CRLA  in-
w}wm Soledad  prisun in-
mates were without merit,
the governor said:

“The attorney general’s of-
fice had to step In-and rule
against some of “the (Sole-
Qdd) employees testifying be-
cauze they would he testify-.
ing on a matier cho*e the
courts.s

“So the commission, inTul-
ing there wag no evidence,
was- in reality distorting the
situation, because they know

- ag judges. — that they

were prevented fromhearing
ng testimony to the contra-
Ty,

The "commission co mpleted
its “hearings here last night,
and will restime taking testi-
mony . al various California
cifies dlﬂ'l’lé the fmt we“‘*
June;



TR RO ———

SALINAS (AP} — A fi

re
bomb dig an esthmated $50,000
dams early vesterday to

the offices of twn a‘ta TRV

. who had testified 2gainst the

California“ Rural Leoal Asg
tance Monday amd Tm»
a {ederal corumission hearin
Fire Chief Paul ‘yIchz'm
-Raid tnu blaze was “definitely
arson’” caused hyia gam‘zre
#bottle bomb thrown through a

v window of the one-story bmlf‘

ing -in north . Salinas.  Police
said there have been no ar-
rests, ' o
Senior partner Witliar Mor-
L oo, wWho estimated the dam-
age; undertesk to testify Mon-
-~ day abont-CRLA involvement
with the United Farm Work-
ers. ‘He stalked  out of the
hearing, saying he was being
nizzled.: ,

Partner William P C'%rnn- :
7o testified Tuesday about
“CRLA- anti-eviction suits -on
" behalf of farm strikers.

Moreno - said  several - win-
dows- of “their -offices . were
smashed last - January: after
Gov. Reagan's. office issued 2
report detailing “reasons - for -
vetoing federal funds for the
legal assistance project.

4
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o three retired judges, I3 holding|

investigati iforaia  Rural
Lega stance turned Friday
fong that CRTY atiar
nevs were fnvolved in efforts
here to organize welon pickers.
The: United Farm Workers Or-
iganizing - Committea’  picketed
imelon  frelds avound thish com-
:Imun(ity in June, 1970,
U The commis

an, composed: of,

3

enengs intg the CRLA ab the
“order of the Nixon Administra-

“tion. -Gov. Ronald Reagan ve-
<toed the federal grant funding:

‘the-orzanization fast December.:
Wi Meroizg MeDaniel an ate’

torney. who  represent the
Abatti Produce Co. o obtaining
a restraining order diuring the:

strike, testified “he saw CRLA
attorney John Denvir: with a;
group of UFWOC pickals auer{
the union had been informed of;
the court order.

McDaniel sald Denvir told
him the pickets weie lhere to
defy -the court ordev-in an at-

tempt to force a contompt cita- i
fion, «~
MeDaniel < 159 *o:f,if‘.ﬂ.-f{"

he saw CRLA directing attorney,
Fred Altschuler at the UFWQC!
;0ffice in Calexico several days
ilater.- He admitted, however,
that he had no knowlodze of the
jextent of Denvir's influence on;
tthe workers.” .~

Another witnoss was- Angel
Avila, a foreman. for Sam - An-
ders: Sons, ‘who spoke through
an interorefer. He szid he sawi
CRLA attorney Robert John-
stone-trying to peesuade farm
workers  on- buses In Calexico
not to go to work in the feld.

Lt. Oren Fox of the Sherifi’s
Department. who was-in c‘" ‘;
of law enforcement ;
arising from the strike,
he saw Johrstone with picke
during the swike.

‘The Reagan ;\dministmtian,
has -charged - that CRLA attar-d
neys were improperly invalved:
inthe prganizing attermpt.

& f?/{/szgf,ﬂ{ /wzywwx)
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1‘-1.(1 © i the offices

s who had tesii-
fied against the California Rural
Legal Assistance Monday and
Tuesday at a f(?d@[‘dl commission
hearing:

Fire  Chief Pa
sald ‘the blaze
arson” - caused
bottle bomb - th oxm througt
window ¢f the one-story building

in north - Salinas.  Police  said

there have beew no arrests

Sentor partner William Mm‘-
eno, who estimated the damage,
undertfook - 1o t€<"“' Monaay
about CRLA inwolvement with
the United Farm Workers, He
stalked out'of the hearing, say.
ing-he was being muzzied.

Gov. Reagan, in a telagram to
Moreno, termed . the bomnmg
“an act of cowardice which typ-
ifies-the efforts of those henton
using intimidation and fear to
achieve their own selfish ends.”

Reagan- also told Moreno *1
deeply regret vou are not given,
the opportunity to make known

valid information about CRLA.™{

and said he has since urged fed-
eral: CEO head Frank Carlueci
to tell_hearing officers to take
all. evidence- “even if it’s ad-
verse to CRLAC !

Partner William P, Carnszzo;
testified Tuesday -about CRLA

anti-eviction suits on belalf off

farm strikers.

Moreno said several windows
of their offices were smashed
last January atter Gov. . Re-
agan’s office issued a repart de-
tailing reasons for vetoing fed-|
eral uads for the legal assi !

fanee project. . i

LA ﬂM»ﬂ:-y{W’“’fb
L-22-7f



By Jogl
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Thomak

Examiner Mews Staff

EL CENTRO -~ The Cali-

fornia- “Bural - Legal - Assist-
znce office here altered and
fatiified recopds to cover up
&t: rections . with the

farm wuix;e ‘s 'nic:n of Cesar

i .

James Log
nity worker Hector Reves on
the CRLA p: rfﬂl “to work

Damaging

A -CELA community work-
er horself until 16 days age,

‘Mrs. Rodgers proved tn bﬁ

ats blar:k &u“”:s beme
the commiﬁsion finally re-

vealed “who the person wa>~

vho  turned over a secrat
CnL% docurasnt to one of
Governor, %4 investi-
baLOAQ.

The . memo  from Robart
Johnstone, a CRLA attorney
in the office here, 16 Martin
Click, CRLA’s chief oflitiue
tion in San Francisce, said

“For-the past four years
Mr. - Reyes h“:

Lmed Fa mn Wfr
iu Cci] \KL’\

‘his -is one ‘of
ges against  CRUA that
the state has been .able 1o
suppart With witnesses - be-
fore this specizal invest
commission.

The . testimo ny of - Mrs,
Rodgers vis ‘1; \f‘t the at-
torneys representing CRLA.

They did not get a chauce

~Turn to Page 4, Col. 1

o
rnpd:
=
f3s]
°~s
=t

ing
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“the  two-day
clnsed.

The commissionasked
Mrs. Redgers fo come to &
Franciseo June -3 to conti
her testimony.

Vork

EEE SN

Records

the com-
ordered by
ter Gover-
ed = $18
. ‘take blank
time and atiendance shests

“to {(Johr 2 secvelary)
and have m alteved  to

235 on . leave
of having

show employ
time- instead
worked.”

- She “explained this was fo
cover up the aciiviti
community worker
and another

Reyes
employe on be-

™

heif of  the farm wuorkers
union. .. :

After - the Reagan velo,
Johnstone - also- readjusted

work sc¢hedules listing Reyes
in the CRLA office here five
half days a week instead of
the two half days originally
scheduled, Mrs. Rodgers
said. S

Phone Calls

“The . purpese was fo have
‘him - here on. paper if ot in
person,’” she said.

-+ She also: said Reyes and

L mento:

Manuel Chavez,
brother, charged union ¢all
to the CRLA phone. She e
fied accepted ‘many of
these calls “when the phone
company asketl for veriiica-
tion.

This point is 1
Johnstone in his

St1-

ernbart
(Reyes)
exico) is
fice to the Delanp UFWOC
office which are billed to our
ielephone.

“Qur - position on this is
that we never authovized it
and singe we 13
we Issued Imm
tions to the tele
ny that we w
more billings.
‘ WwWon't

The biggest flap yesterday
came when Mrs. Rodgers
fused. to reveal the name
the-state  investizator
gave the memo to.

DEY.

The ~commission . ruled it |

would consider this refusal
“in evaluating the credibility
and weight to be afforded her
testimony.”’ _

It said it feels the identity

of - the Investigator “might.
[=] g1

lead to other relevant evi-
dence.” e
The - commission - will  re-

sume its final week of hear-

ings with each of the threa
commission members - hold-

Cesar's

&

ing one man hearings June 1
and. 2 in severalfarm com-
munities throughout the
State. )

Final testimoeny  will be
taken June 3 and 4 and-that

will end the commissing’s in-
quiry. It must report-its {in
ings  to Washington by June
15.

8



EL CENTRO (UPI) — Testimony be-
fore a federal commission investigating
.- California Rural Legal Assistance turned

Friday to allegations that CRLA attor-
neys were invelved in efforts here to or-
ganize melon pickers.

The United Farm Workers Orgunm
Commities picketed melon fields ar ound
this commaunity in June, 1970,

SION,  composed  of
s, is Holdim hzarincs

,_ an wtoed
the fex ’rrql gra 1t andmg the organization
last December,

F. Douglas McDaniel, an attorney who
represented the “Abatti Produce Co. i
obuagmnw a restraining arder during the
strike, temued he saw CRLA aticrney
John Denvir with a group of UFWOC pick-
ets-after the union had been informed of
the-court order.

McDaniel said Denvir- told him the
picxefs were there to defy the court order
in’an attempt to force a contempt cita-
tion.

McDaniel also te:txfled he saw CRLA

-direeting attorney Fred Alischuler at the

UFWOC office in Calexico several days
latar. He admitted, however, that he had

o knumede of the extent of Denvir’s in---

fh.ence 0"‘ e warkers:

‘4""

ANOTHER hII’ SS was Angel Avi-: .

la, a foreman for qam Anders. Sons, who

spolfe torough an inter preter He said he-

saw - CRLA . attorney  Rohert Johnstone
trymﬂ to-persuade farim workers on buzes:

in Calexiconottogotow u"" in the field.

Lt Oren Fox of the sherifi's depart- -

ment, who was in charge of law enforce-
ment problems -arising from the strike,
testified he saw Johmstone with pickets
during the strike.

The - Reagan - administration = has

charged that- CRLA attorneys were lm-
priperly “ilivolved “in the ~orgenizing-at-
terapt. :

+ In Salinas, meanwhile, a fire bomb did
an estimated $80,600 damage to the offices
ff two attormeys who had Leatlfxefi against
the California Fural Legal Assistance
Monday and Tuzsday.

FIRE CHIEF Paul ¥ :ehrwg sa

’d ]
E) R
“blaze was “definitely arson’ causad h;, a

gasoline bottle bomib thrown throu ugh a
window of the one-story building in north
Salinas. ‘Senier partner William Moreno;
who estimated the damage, undartook to
testify Monday aboit CRLA involvernent
with the United Farm Workers, He
stalked out of the hearing, saying he was
being muzzled.

Partner William P. Carnazzo testified
Tuesday about CRLA anti-eviction suits
o behalf of farm strikers.

i S e et T T R
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CRLA Fobs

SALINAS @ — A fire

bomb did an, estimated
$90,000 damage early Fri-
day to-the officss of two

attorneys wha “ad testi-
fied -against the California
Rural Legal Assistance.

Monday and Tuesday at a

Afederal co*nmz sion hear-

lﬂ"

Fne Chxe’ Paul ‘v[ehi in- :

said the blaze was "de-
flmtely arson,”

Senior partner W 11 iam

\Iozer'o‘ur\dcrtro to testi-
fy Monday zbout CRLAX
m\'oYchent with the
United Farm Wo:‘kers Or-
ganizing - Committee. He
stalked out of the hoanng,
saying he was bemc muz-
zled.

Partner William P. Car-

~nazzo - testified Tuesday

ahout, - CRLA antieviction
suita on behalf oh farm
sm‘vrc
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OEC LEADER HITS bt MU LLIINAGID
FEDERAL PANEL ON Contiucd from First Page  before all the hearings

f o
A inanm ;, o were -concluded.
Appearing at 2 pregs Ty, cig he wasn't calling

5 CRLA\DECISIONS

BY PAUL HOUSTON

‘.. Yimes Staft Writer

4

The “Reagan Administration Fri-

“conference here, Uhler

was sharply critical of the
conrmission  for clearing
CRLA attorneys Thursday
of charges they were "im-

the judges — the retired
chief justices of Wiscousin
and Maine, and a Colovado
Supreme Court. justice —
dishonest or politically mo-
tivated, But it was "abun-

day lambasted a three-judge federal
commission for absolving California
Rural Legal Assistance of five of
the charges leveled against i by the
state, - ‘ ’

t was the third timein a week the
Administration had used the media |
1o discharge bhlasts at the: commis-
sion, “whose hearings it ‘s boycot-
ting. B
_ Lewis K. Uhler, director of the
‘ Calglox'xxxa Qffice of Ecomomic Op-
. portunity; caccused the, judges of

- N et 7 - 3 }
propetly involved" with g5 evident," he said,
Angela Davis and three they had been "primed” by

e 3 £ T . - S e ! = 4
brison. inmaies known as  pogsio antipoverty offi-
the Soledad Brothers, cials in  Washineton - to

Hits Hearings form a-biased view of the,

y . ¥ DT, A echaroesz before thev:
Uhler complained that CRLA charges belore they.,
the judges acted without besan the hearings.
hearing - testimony = from Hearing Rapped
L3 A Ty . Gpe N
officers at Soledad Prisomn. Uhler complained that
Aclosed hearing at the pri-  yitnesses testifying
son was suspended Wed-  goainst CRLA were not
nFSdEY after a prison O:ll- - permitted to range bevond
~holding precanceived. opii o cial wag stabbed to.death  the Uhler-prepared char-
“basing their  decisions o ons and in enother part of the fa- , C pri
_basing their decisions on insu’fi- Y}Tt 1OLher p a- ges, and thaf private 3?01"
Cclent testimony, , L cuity, - i , .. neys representing these
" However hye trongly d i © Uhler implied the offi-  witnesses were not per-
th o strongly  defended eers had important testi-  mitted to cross-examine
- the state's refusal to participate in JpOTiant tes mitted 1o Cross-e: ,

hearmgs being held across the siate,
despite. the ‘commiission's repeated
requests for more evidence from the
Administration. ; -

Please Turp te Back Page, bn! 1

R S

moeny to give, -

The judges were not
available for comment as
they rontinved: hearings
in ¥ Centro Friday. Ob-
servers - noted, - however,
that under commission
procedure -the judges are

given an advanee written’

summary of what = wit-

neszes plan to say. .
Uhler-alge criticized the

commission. for clearing

CRLAof fourothercharges -

pro-CRIZA witnesses.
He said that since the
state'was the review-agen-

“gy for CRLA, it was "inap-
propriate” for the state to

join the commission's ad-
versary proceedings.

*1t's like a teacher who.
graded the student Dbeing |

called upon to engage in a

hearing as to how the pro-~ |
cess of grading: is con-

ducted,” Uhler comment-

ed_ - s

E
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;Fare i’omb hr%s

Offices of T wo

CRLA Foes

© 890,000 damage ecnI} Fri-
day to the offxcea of two:

~SALINAS @ 2 A fire

bomb did an estimated

. attorneys who - had testi-
fied against the California -

Rural Legal Assistance
- Monday and Tuesday at a
; federal commbalon hear»

ing.

' Fire Chief Paul \Iehrm— L
ger said the blaze was "de-f :

 finitely arson.”.

-Senior par tﬂel “William

s '\Ioreno undertook to iesti-

involverment with the

ganizing. Committee.  He
stalked out of the hearing,

fy Monday- about: CREA -

“Wnited Farin Workers Qr--

-saying he was being muz- -

zled.
- Partner “ xlham P Cax-

‘nazzo - testified  Tuesday

-about -CRLA  antieviction
guits on - behalf of farm-

A
SE

‘strikers.

%

|
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SALINAS (AP)—A fire "bomb!,
did -an estimated $90,000 dam-|-

‘tage-early Friday to the offices
of two attorneys who had testi-
fied against the California Rural

AnLre MY

-|Legal Assistance Monday and
- ITuesday at a fed ral eommission

hearing.

Fire Chief Paul Mehringer

said “the blaze ‘was dottmtely
arson’ - caused by a gasoline
bottle bomb thrown through 2
window of the one-story building
in. porth. Salinas. Police  saic
there have been no arrests.
Senior- partner  William Mor-
eno, who estimated the damage,
undertook to - testity - Monday
‘tabout- CRLA involvement with
the United Farm Workers. He
stalked out of the hearing, say-
ing he was being muzzied.
Gov. Reagan, in a telegram'to
Mozeno termed - the bommnv
“an aet of cowardice which tvp
ifies the efforts of those bent on
using intimidation and fear to
achieve their own selfish ends.”
Reagan alse told Morenn ¢
deeply regret you are not given
the opportunity to make known
valid information about CRLA,”
and-said he ‘has since urged fed-
eral CEO head Frank Carlueci
to tell hearing officers to take

all evidence “‘even if it's ad-}

verse to CRLAY

Partner William P. Carnazzo|

testified Tuesday about CRLA
fanti-eviction suits on behalf of
farm strikers.

§
{

Moreno said several windows

1ot their offices were smashed
last - January . after  Gov. Re-
agan's office issued a report de-
tailinc reasons for- vetoing fed-
eral fundx for the ‘lepnl assist-

ance pm]ect - , /

T
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California Rural Legsl Assist-{]
ance Corp. was cleared” Inmipro-
perly of involvement with Ange-
la Davis and three Soicdad Pris-
on inmates, State Office of Eco-

K. Uhler eharged here,

At a press conference yester-

day, Ubler blasted the federal
Hnvestigative . eommission an-
nouncement . that. Reagan <Ad-
rministration  allegations ~aceus-
ing CRLA attorneys of “impro-
per - involvement” . with = Miss
Davis and three inmates known
as .the Soledad Brothers, were
toally “unfounded - and” without
merit. .
. Uhler said the announcement
was made without the benefit of
tesimony the commission re-
fused o hear. )

Uhler  said the commission,
headed by . retired Maine “Su-
}preme Court Justice Robert B.
'Williamson, abruptly - terminat-
led its Wedne;day hearing at So-

romic. Qpportuniy hiel Lewis,

ledad Puson after taking testi-}
mony from a few inmates.

Reason given for terminating
the hearing, accerding to Uhler;!
was the execution style slaying
of prison-administralor Kenneth
E. Conant, 49, shovtly-atter the
three-member. - commission en-
tered “the northern California
prizon.

Uhler charged the commis-
sion is “without any information
to make the decision which was
released - yesterday during a
hearing in El Centro.” :

“He said the Reagan Adminis-
tration has beconie “decply. dis-
turbed” with the commission’s

review techniques and itsi -

“piecemeal decisions™ released
on the basis of “inadequate and
insufficient information.”

He 'said the commission ap-
pointed . by the federal OEQ
came to California with a “pre-
conceived. notion of the action it}
was supposed to take,” and has!

;m.ﬁ” Q;i

.
|

adopted procedures that “syste-
matically exclude™ full testimo-
ny by witnesses - hostile. to
CRLA. :
However, he quoted remarks
purportedly - made - -betore . the,
commission by Salinas attmnev
Willtam.Morena, branding it-a
“kangaroo court,”. . N
Uhler-also-read a telegram
purportedly sent to the commis-,
sion by a former CRLA emplove:
who stated afier ‘observing the
commissions action she refused
to “subject myself to nsult and
abuse” in a proceeding “that'is
a‘farce and’insult-to the Ameri
can system of justice.” ot




e

i %@mﬂ
e mey
é;m
L=

t EL CENTRO (UPI)~Testimo’
ny-before a federal commission
investigating - California Rural
Legal Assistance turpeg Friday
& allegationg that CRLA attor-
ntrs: were involved in efforts
here to orgaiize mealey pickers,
Tlfle United Farm Workers Or-
ganizing -~ Committes picketed,
‘melon fields around this com.!
munity in.June, 1970, - -

1
‘The corumission, compnsed of{

[three retired judges, is holding
‘thearings iato the CRLA at the
order of the Nixon Administra.!
tion. - Gov. Ronald Reagan ve.|
wed the federa] grant funding|
‘he organization Iast Dacember.

Ft. Dopslng MeDanjel. an ab[
orney - who = represeated  the
\batti Produce Co. in obtain’mgF
v restraining order during the'f
strike, testified he saw CRLA|
ittorney . John Denvir- with zni
group of UFWOC pickets after|
the union hag veen informed of
the court order. : i

MeDaniel  said  Denvir  told
himt' the pickets were there to
defy- the court order dn an at-
tempt to force 3 eontempt cita-
tion. ) oL
McDaniel a2 1's o testified
‘the saw CRLA directing attorney
4 Fred “Altschuler at the UFWOC
office in Calexico several days
later. He  admitted, -~ however,
that he had no knowledge of the
extent of Denvirs influence on
the workers. S

Another - witness wag - Angel
{Aviia, a foreman for Sam-An-y
Jders Sons, who spoke through
anintérpreter. He said he sawl
CRLA - attorney “Robert. John-
stone trying to persuade farm
workers “on buses. in. Calexico
not to go to work in the field,

Lt. Oren Fox of the Sheriff’s
Department, who was in charve
of law enforcement problems
wising from the strike, testified
e saw Johnstone with pickets
foring the strike. ‘
-The " Reagan Administration
1as charged that CRLA atter-
1eys were improperly involved
in the organizing attewpt.

e @ e
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Buchwald's

Q@ umn

WASHINGTON — No matter how I
-~ try, I can't stap worrying about Gav,
. ~Ronald Reagan’s personal financial

situation. As everyone knows by now, .
Reagan had such bad ﬁnancial;

Gov.
Teverses laat year that he didn't ha
to paystate income taxes.

‘Instead of Californians sympathiz-

ing with him over these financial re-
verses, they become upsel and felt

“Art Buchwald

there was something wrong because
- they ‘had to pay taxes and Reagan
~ didn't:

Very few people in the state said,

“If the governor makes $44,000 a year -

as salary and has assets of around $1
million and still can’t pay his state in-
come taxes, then he must be hurting
very badly, and’ needs plty rather
than censure.”

My first thought was that the gover-

nor should seek legal aid from the lo-
--cal Office of Economie Opportunity.
Although Reagan is trying to abolish-
legal aid for the poor in California,
Im sure the poverty lawyers would
~take his case anyway.

bt et o

- whose fmamoh are

CLIENT — ’I’o make sure;" T iele-
p’vmmd CRLA ((“31 fornia Rural Le-
ga:. Ao.ﬁSLr_ CC) law ;‘\‘ NL Cc’!”q nia :
and asked him if he would take Rea-
gan as g client. :

“Yes,” he said, “he would qualify
for free legal ald. Qur charter specifi-
cally says that any governor of a state
in wsuch “poor
shape that he doesn’t have to pay purs”
sonal state jncome taxes is in no posi-~
tion to pay a lawyer, and is therefore
eligible for free legal advice,
~“From 2 legal standpoint it would
probably be the most interesting case
we've ever handed. Most of qur cases
have had to do with people who didn’t

U pay any: state income taxes because

they didn’t make any movey. This

- would be the first time we represent-

ed someone who made money but
didn’t pay incore tfaxes. ,

“Stirely there is somethmv wrong .
with the @ystam if.the governor. cf the
largest state in-the union has been

. hurt so-badly financially that he can’t
pay any taxes.” .

DEFENSE - “But what lezal de-
fense would 3ou have for him?” 1
asked.

“First, we would have to find out
what f'nanmal reverses Mr. Reagan

‘had, whether they came from cattle,

oil, real estate or the steck market.
Then ‘we would prove that it wasn't
his' fault that his investments went
sour. It was probably due to the gen-

. eral economy.’

“But the Republicans are-in charge

i of the economy right now, Wouldn't it
! look bad if Reagan blamed his own

party for the fact he had such a bad

* ‘income situation??

“I guess you're right. We‘ll have to

~think of something else. Perhaps we .

could persuade the courts to allow the -
governor to make one motlon picture
a year.” -

“Or a new Death Valley Days se- .

ries,” I suggested.

“I was thinking of a revnake of the

. 'Grapes of Wrath * 7 the lawyer said.
. “They could shoot most of it around .

| Sacramento, so the governor wouldn’t
" have to be on location too long. But

+ fare.”

_see somebody:like

the important thing is to get him
healthy financially so he doesa’t have

~ to eat from the public trough.

“This thing ‘has far more ramifica-
=

- tions than- anyone wants ta admit.
-~ We're trying fo pull the poor up by

their bootatra‘ps so they bhecome hon-
est, hard-working citizens. But if they
& Gov; Reagan, who

has worked all hs life and still has
nothing Jeft over for income taxes,
they're going to say to themselves
‘the hell with it. Let‘s stay on wel-

Ceuyright, 1971, Los Angeles Times




EL CENTRO (\P) LA fedeml
commission. has dismissed as  un-

founded Reagan - administration
charges that California Rursl Legal
Assistance lawyers were “impr operI ¥
involved with black “activist Angela
Davis and the Soledad Brothers.

2 Commaission Chairman  Rohert B,

Wil!iamsen said yesterday the three- -

U‘ller gets OEO funds despite
blasts, -A2. :

]udge panel had asked the state for
more evidence on its charges against
the CRLA but received none.

He said the commission specifically
asked.for details on allegations con-
cerning Miss Davis and . three black
Soledad Prison inmates accused of
killing a white guard.

“But no evidence whatsoever has

&

e A : i N & Q‘"

3"5 f?

been produced to quppo rtoany claim
of misconduct by CRLA personuel or
attorneys. regarding these matfers,”

said Willimsox, a retired chief jus’
-tice of Main€.

A repoln hy Lewis K. Uhler sLate

director of ‘the "Office . of Eeoromie

Onportmxt} charged CRLA attomeys
“intervened” al tne prison in an ei-
fort to arrange a- meeting between
Miss Davis and one of the inmates. .
- During yesterday’s proceedings the
commission heard testimony from an

‘Tmperial County welfare worker who

stated termination of the CRLA pro-
gram would cause bittern(‘SD among

- the poor. -

Donna Fnﬂhsh said t:e CRLA was
instrumental in. the adoption- of the
Work Incentive Program to assist wel-

O x “fare. recipients obtain training that

would qualify them for jobs.

o
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By James erathon
McClatchy N~w=pa::ﬂrs Staff. Writer

LOS ANGELES-—The federal ¢om-
mission investigating California Rural
Tegal “Assistance.. was hitterly

- tacked today for making “piecemeal

decisions’” and not taking testimony

1o support charges by Gov Ronald
. Reagan, -

But the man who attacked the com-
mission, Reagan -appointee Lewis K.
Uhler, director of the state Qffice of

: Economic Opporunity, maintained the

' positio'l‘his cffice would not partiei-~

pate in the hearing probing charces
which he himself made »

Uhler. flew  here from Sacramnnto
today

at- .

aud held a press conference.

“We in’' Sacramento who have the ro-
sponsinility for the CRLA are deeply
disturbed by the course and direction
of the commission charged with gath-
ering the facts,” he SBld

‘Lack Of Precision’
“*“The best ‘evidence of the lack of

precision of the commission i§ its an-
‘nounced decisions in a pxtCﬂmcal
WY,

19

The former Je}\n BM‘CH Somety
ember was referring to the commis-
sion’s action in.FEl Ce*1tro yvesterday,
dismissal as “totally unfounded and
without merif” allegations by Uhler
that CRLA was improperly involved

~in the cases of Angela Davis and the

Soledad Brothers,
.Uhler said because a hearmcr in So-
ledad Prison was recessed after a

guard was killed and- before some
correctional officers could be heard,

~“there was no way -the commission

could say whether the charges against
CRLA were right or wrong. It is in-

credible that the commission would

L i e A

‘make pronouncementa without taking
¢stimony.”

Uhler also comnlamed the commis-
sien has permitied cross-examination
of witnesses and is not vigorously in:
vestigating his charge

Asked if he had any idea why a
commission of - out-of-state ‘supreme
court justices would distort the pro-
ceedings, he replied:

“They were -primed before they
came out here by 1edem1 QOEO OIIL-
cials.” :

Word: C!'xange

- Later, : he " withdrew " the ‘word,
“primed”  and sald he . meant
“briefed.”

He said his office Would not partlcl-
pate in the hearings beecanse “it isim-
proper for the reviewer of a program
to have the same status as those who
receive- the dollars. If each time the
governor of any state vetoed a pro-

. gram he found himself looking down ~

the gun barrel of a federal commis-
sion, it would do vmlence 1o the

veto.” o e /
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WAQFH\G’I ON < No mat ter how I -

- try, I can’t stop worrying about Gov.
- Ronald Reagan's personal financial

situation. As everyone knows by now,
Gov. Reagan had such bad financial

roverses last year that he-didn’t have
- to pay state income taxes. :

Instead of Californians sympathlz-

. Ing with him over {hese financial re-
.. verses, they-became upset and. feit.
- there was -something wrong hecause
i they ‘had to- pay taAes and Reagm
. didn’t.

U Very few people in the state said,
. ®If the governor makes $44,000 2 year

as salary and has assets-of around $1
million and-still can’t pay his state-in-

v cowe taxes, then he must be hu*iing
- very ba dly, and needs plty rather

than censure.

My first thought was that the gov; '

ernor should seek legal aid from the
loeal Office of Economic Opportunity.
Although Reagan is trying te abolish
legal aid for the poor-in California,

© I'm sure the poverty lawyers would

take his case anyway, just to prove

+that they will take anybody in dire fi-
nancial straits, regardless of race,

creed or eIectwe office,

To make sure, I telephoned a CRLA
(California  Rural Legal Assistance)
- Iawyer in California and asked him if

he would take Reagan as a client.

QUALIFIED — “Yes,” he said “he

- would -qualify for free legal aid. Our
¢ ¢harter specifically says that any gov-
. -ernor of a’'state whose finances are in

such poor shape that he doesn’t have

« 10 pay personal state income faxes is

in-no-position to pay a lawyer, and is

- therefore eligible for free legal ad-

vice. It woqu be our pleasure to help

- Gov. Reaganinanyway we could.”

“How would you.go-about it?".
“From a legal standpoint it would

i} f,,.p"obx_,b;y be the:muost interesting case

we've ever handled. Most of our cases
have had to do with people who didn’t
pay any state mcome ta‘ses because

they didn’t make any money. This
weuld be the first time we represents

ed someone who made money but

didn’t pay income taxes.

“Surely there i5 something wrong :

with.the system if the governor of the
largest state in the union has been

‘hurt o badly fmanmauy that he Lan’t .

‘pay any taxes.”

“Buf what legal defense would you '

have for him?” I asked.

REVERSES —  “First, we would
have to find out what financisl re-

verses Mr. Reazan had, whether they .

came from cattle, oil, real estate or
the stoek market. Then we. would
prove that it wasn’t his fault that his

investments went sour. It was proba-

bly due to the general economy.”

“But the Republicans are-in-charge

of the economy right now, Wouldn't it
look bad if Reagan blamed his own

party for the fact he had such a bad

-income’ situation?

“I guess you're right. We’ll have to
think: of something el‘:e Perhaps we

 could persuade the courts to allow the ,

governor to make one motion picture

& year)
“Or a new Death Valley Days se-
ries,” 1 suggested.

“I was thinking of 3 remake of the

- “Grapes of Wrath,” the lawyer sald.

“They could shoot most of it around
- Saeramento, so the governor wouldn’t

have to be on location too long., But

the important thing is to get him
healthy financially so he doesn’t haye
to eat from the publictrough.

- “This thing has far more ramifica-
tions than anyone wants to admit,” he
said. “We're trying to pull the poor
up by their bootstraps so they become
honest, hard-working citizens: But-
they see somebody: h&e Gav, Reauzm

who has worked all:his life and .mll‘

has nothing left over for:income-tax=
es, they're goinv to-say to themselves

‘The hell with it. Let's stay on wel-

fare”
Coovyright 1971, New Ycrk Tlmes Hews Sarvica

7



‘his clerk’s office in the Lnpe-
‘rial © County Courthouse . and
-threatened him.

i~ The cameraman, Lestey Paul
“Meeks, 42.0f Granada Hills, an’
NBC employe in Burban‘.«z, was

“released o -a write of habeas
‘corpus ohtained by an El Cen-

léj %?%} i

Sun Diesd Union §t atf Gisnatch
.EL CENTRO - An NBC tela-
vmon cameraman was jailed
yesterday after a judge said the
‘cameraman blocked the way fo

ludoe

tro attornty retained by - the
network,

» “ Meeks was in El Centro film-
ing the appearance of a com-
mission investigating California
Rural Legal Assistance.

Ci\lERl SETYUP

Meeks had set up his camera

o a fripod-in the second-floor

hallway of the courthouse adja- -
cent to the office~of El Centro -

Justice “Court Judge Hugh L,
Keating. .
.- Keating said he appmached
‘Meeks and told him he wanted
to enter-the office and that the
camera was blocking the way.
He said Meeks told him “not
te touch the camera’ and then
made threatening statements.
I\.eatmc said he asked a sec-
;étarv to call the sheriff’s office

'because he wanfed. Meeks ar~

rested. -
CONTEMPT CHARGE

Hz 'said. he. found Meeks. inl.
contempt of court under a sec-!

tion--of the California- Penal

Code which states that criminal|

contemnpt 15 “‘resistance will-
fully ‘offered by any person to

lawlul' order -and- process -of

“court.” :

He ordered Meeks to pay al’
$50 fine or serve 10 days in jail.{
Meeks “was: taken tojail-byiy

‘Sheriff: Raymond Rowe, buf Te-
leased later ou the writ obtain
ed by attorney Qrlando Foote.
~Superior Court -Judge Vietor
GIHeSple said he will set a date

Tuesday: for a hearmg on the
(‘2‘:9 R
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/Femerc&l Cczmguss on Sa

NQ Misceﬂducf by CRLA -

~EL CENTRO (UPI) — A
federal: comsmission “has™ dis-
missed-as ““totally unfounded

~and without merit’” allegations

by the- Reagan administration
that attorneys for the Califor-

nia  Rural ~Legal “Assistance.

wETe “”fmproperiy Tiivolved”

with ~Angela “Davis . and the
f*Spledad Brothers.”

The decision was made in'a
closed session-at Soledad Pris-
on during ~a- public. hearing
here.

“No - evidence - whatsoever

has been-producad {o support

~any . claim of misconduct by
CRILA personnel or attorneys

regarding  these matters,”
said- the . comtnission - chair-
man, Robert B. Williamson,
retired chief justice of-Maine.

The commission, . composed
of .three judges, - is ~holding

‘hearings around the state into

the CRLA at the direction of
the Nixon administration after
Gov.. Reagan last December
vetoed the federal grant Iund-
ing the of ganuamon

~ e N s A
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tr‘d lI"xp
perly comes to Gﬂmv June 2.
Georze R. Currig, Tetire
Sup reme Cowrt
judda will listen to fesfimo-
Tiny-at actime and 1o at'on to
bc announead later:
-1 During -the first ~week in
hiJune tthe threejudge panel,

[P,

ntorwhich hoas been t».x!\n"’ testi-

ity tium:gno it the. state,
will split, edch going to dite
ferent cities.

. The hearings wmoved {o El

" They opansd the wesk al
Salinas and were scheduled
for closed session at Soledad
Prison Wednesduy, The slay-

ing of a prison official forced

dsm cam“l\anor\ A
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By Joel Thumak
Examiner Maws Staff

Jn its o attack on Califernia
Rutal Lezal A
cussingon “thesrelaiionshi

between CRLA and the Thit-

ed Farm Workers

Committee of Cesa
Ruﬂnnbe to support som
Rnauan 8 }u

Orgt

special probe of the poverty
attorneys.

But on . the UFWOC ques-
tion, the state has produced
evidence of improper andil-
legal conduct by CRLA.

There is. n¢ question, after

testimony here yesterday be-
fore: the-special coppmission

probing .CRLA, that -Robert

Johustone. a younz CRLA 2t

torney. has been stretching
his - *free-time” association
with the Chavez cause to in-

credulous  propovtions.

Evidence Cited

“Photegraphs of . Johnstone
on UFWOC picket lines; testi-
mony-on.his-serving subpern-
as for UFWOC, a verbal pic-
ture -of Johnstone threatening
the jobs of Mexican green-
carders “if they didn't strike

— they all gate the impres-
ked

sion that Johustans worl

istanee, isfo-

e CRLA hos
been rwn ermtent during the

{

for - LEWOC fiil time and

CR I A in hisspuve

i
i

Lof contact with them (UEW-

“personally feel sym

“that. i . one incident. he

iver — haye
frnplic aifxi other COLA per:
somau in UF
tivities:
'l‘h'ﬂv n
ey Johin
cammunity  worker  Heetor
Rayes in UPWOC picketing,
Attorney  F. Dougias
Mchmve. G {‘m'm“r (‘RL,

gest critic in th
Denver told hist hewas as!:;—
ing UFWOC  pickeis to vio-
late a court order against the
pickets at amelon farm.

- The "attorney said Denver
told ‘him: s

D?o‘. L f zmu ditcf-
sheriff and a

YOO anditsac- &

oy UFRWOC on hisowntl
amed CRLA attor- ¢
Danver and CRLA [
R

“asked. Justice George Currie!

“-planning to um oustrate.

- Governer F %an

“We are advigir g them to
violate: ‘the “ordsr. We are
trying o invite a@ contempt
citation. We don't think muc!
of “yeowr order abd we're
going to test it R

Driver's Story

Angelo Avila, said that Jehu-
stone told Mexican workers |
not -to work. . and.that he
{Johnstone) represented the
government

Fred.

CRLA's El Centro office, ex- |

pressed- this dilemma quite
eandidly yesterday:
“We “inevitably have a lot

olo people). We “try to get
along with tlmm

“Everyone would. know we
pathetie,
but -move than that, we have
to -get ‘dlong. with them in
serviug our elients.”

He: was spe .kim “about

UFWOC picketing CRLA for{

a  period because  Chavez
claimed the poverty attor-
neys were not respeusiveto
the needs. of his workers.
Johnstone himself ‘realized

should not have- given CRLA
poster .- boards . to students
who -requested them for a
UFWOC demonstration. 2

“The whole thing seemed
fairly frivial -at the fime.””:
Johustowe said: *“We have a

: i he said:
The Mexican bus driver. |

difficult community relations
problem. T didn't feel I could !
savowhyoowe seoaldn’t gives
thent the poster board.™ '

Admits Brrey

S pmbab;; sl ouldn't have
done 187 .
Johostone said-he picke!

o
ne,
taking off during the day for
a few hours from his CRLA
wark, ‘ T '
“Wasp't it poor peley ™

of - the Wisconsin Supreme

Court‘ one - of the commis-

sioners.
Johnstone - responded . by
gaying: CRLA attorneys
should take off full days -—
not just a feyw hours — when
in - San ancisco teday,
said the
"L‘ storting

commission was
the evidenge."” .

"he commissinn members,
as. - lawyers) should” know!
some relevant witnesses are’
ot appearing . before  thenm,

He said his hopes that the
commission would provide
some . evidence that CRLA
would be iy I ermain- .
ained are “oul the window.”

LN
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El (entro
Laprrinl epauty

An  NBC-TV - camera-
tnan was arrested on con-
tempt: charges in the

Imperial county court!

house here  yesterday, a
few feet from where the
investigation of the Cali-
fornia Rural Lezal Assist-
ance program by a federal
commission was going on.

Lestie. Paul Neeks, 43, of
ook, was taken to the
county jail and held inliey of
$50 fine given him by Justice
Court Judge Hugh A, Keat-

ing, 62.

At the jail, Sheriff’s Lieu-
tenant P, F, Fulmer: said,
“he - {Meeks) hasnot paid his
§30 fine-so he must spend 10
days here. Hig release-dateis
May 29.7 ‘

NBC attorseys in Burbank
were gtfampting late yester-
day to hire a local lawyer to
free the cameraman:

Meeks and Judge Kealing
engaged in 2 shouling match
when Meeks 1 @
his TV camera, which, the
judge said, was blocking en-
france ¢ his courirosim,

Cur Carvéspondent
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By NARCY PAVL ACRA
T sgaf Wiktey
Testimony  Curing the I
iday of heavings in: Tl Cenlyo
\by the three - judge panel ap-
|0

ointed  to veview © charges,
;against the California Rural Le-\
ifnn Assisiance ran the gamitt ofi
} pm"C‘{Ln witnesses pxedmmnb
ragic” T st 1 the  Jegal
Qsem ¢ 15 lerminated to anti-
\C'\LA witnesses criticizing local
CRLA atborneys.. |
sontinued this
morning  Concerting g United
ITParm Workets Organ izing Com-
!m}‘ tee- melon field stiike last
?} June,

1 Centro atlorney F. Douglas
weDaniel, who repr esented the

struck Abaitl Produce Inc., 3 in
3 prder

Testimony

ohté yoorestn um,w

%dl trike, sald he saw
PO noy  dohn De nvie
1w * nickelers after the
unien had ( {nformed of the

eourt order,

D the grioup was there (o Vi
oleie the order and “They were
trying Lo invile - contempt ci-
tation. :

Meraatel also claimes he saw
CRLA Directing Aftorncy Fred

Altshuler at the UFPWOO Gifice
in Calexico several days later
Powever, duwring Crdss-EEdin
ination, McDaaiel adint

':d hi
l“ma 1o idea of Deavir's nflu
srice o the workers” but addec
Abafii's Tosses could have beet

Lworleers were not i e field.
Also - appearing Wwas Angel

Avila, Holtville, & fn 1d {oreman

fer Sarn Andrews Sois. Speak-

Ang throu oy a court mm*p retor,

i\\ma wn he witnessed (*RIA
mEone - Wy-

werkers
sot to go

i
¥ ik
% m Calc Wi

‘1said he did net
‘Eiime, the melon s
MeDaniel elajmed DenvIE wis

litr's

as much as $100,000 & day ¥

 Avila ‘;a.d Jonnstone claimed
he was an attorney aud worked

Sfor ihe “government. » However,

ander eross - examination, Avila
kn

rike had been
certified as 'a bona fide dispute

by the governneut. 3

A third witness this mouning,
Lt. Oren Fox of the county Shet-|
Office, sirike force - com-
raander duning the iabor dispute,
dlso testified he saw Jobnstone
with picketers during stiikes
on the field. o e

Thursday,  the  commission

heard tepoits on §ix incidents
cited in state OBO Director
Lewis K. Uller’s Zei‘,-pa;:e re-
port su;mommv Gov. Ronald
hoag‘d s funding \'em.

.Immsumc h Park
Tha  first incide cited -
Johnstone's - participation an &

| Decomber rack festival at Buck-
1lin Park in El Centrd — was 1e-
fiied as “absolutely false” by

the lawyet,

jhdge ‘he had

o Conlro ¢

Johnstone (*‘(phmed fo -the
ormert Jocal
students organizing - the festivall
Fhe eould Hot repr
Jan :
1 mesting.

“But T did speak with tHem
and suggested they cooperate:
with:the ~city ~ council,” John-
stone said.

He explained a story in
out»of-ValJey newspaper idet

x

counsel for the organizers bit a
Jelter from the reporter to- fed-

lucei later  explained the nm~
take.
Tohnstone's  pavticipation
to free Chavezr’ 'on Dec. 11, was
denied by both Jolhnstone . and
Arturo -Rioseco, . an Impma]
Vailey College sophomore :md
nmiarch organizer, ‘
Only from Papers

Johustone said- his participa-
tion jn the march from IVC 1o
‘the county  courthouse - was
“gponbaneous’” and he learned -
of the following demonstration
o the courthouse stéps only the
day pefore from a newwmpm
article.

-Rinsecn supporfod “the’ aum‘
wy's claim, stating - he did no
mow Johnstone until after the

¢ them atbec 11 activity.
Council.

fied “him - (Johnstone) - as thow

However, both James T
Ihmﬂmn Citizens for Amcul
‘ture member and -an El Cen‘m

nxmance firmy manager,-and Har

Free,” county clerk, pre-
sented  photographs —showing
Johnstons - at the march and

eral 0RO Director Frank Car- demonstration,

Free, -also showed- a pm-'

: ?' tograph: taken of Johnstone in
Angther ¢ha r"e involwn",
ehist § ; i
planning the “Children’s March-

front of the United Farm Work-
ers Organizing Commil ‘oe Of- 1
fice in Calexico, :

He said he took the picmro.,
“because 1 had become quite
! concerned with the CLRA  pat-

ticipation with UFWOC activi-|
ties in the county.”
He added, however, he did not
object -to the. CRLA - atlorneys
participating in" such events on
their own time.
O Vacation Time
Tohnstone earlier claimed he

had taken vacation time in or-

10¢ PER COPY
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- CRLA S
¢ infront.of

5 a3 couxﬁl .
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{Continued fr
for the Brawley Migrant Clinie,
claimed a charge of misvepra-
sentation in ﬂer"'lmﬂ a telegram,
signed forr- Dr. Elmer Werner,
former Tnperial: County Aledi
cal  Association president; was
a matter of “misunderstan duzg
and poor communication.”
Denvir explained he solicited
a telegram from Dr. Werner in
anceffort ‘to thwarl a recom-
-nendah(}n fmm U..8. Rep. Vie-
g DCalif, 1o sus-|
> };Iﬁzv ding of theeline

Aot

X‘J

pit

Telegram to- HEW

Denvir -s=id . he  offered - to
;end a telegram to department
f Health, Educatmn and Wel-
‘are ofumala inforuiing them of
1 recept medical - association;
esolition requesting a county
jealth ‘needs sur-ey  before-a
tecision was made on suspend-
~ng clinie finds.

After the telegram was sent,
however, Denvir said Dr. Wer-
ner. claimed thers was an ap-

garding permission to- send- it.
Appearing in oppasition to the! @
CRLA attorney’s -position - as
clinic counsel ‘was Dr. John:S.
Felt, Brawley, who, with sever-
al other meenal County physic-
1ians, presently s involved “in
litieation to terminate clinic
funds

Denvir later explained he had
been requested by HFW offie-

ials ‘to. represent the glinic.as
“Sholise cou sel?. for: ore YEar.
: St Seek Them

ez o arnie OB report
charge mvol‘nu #solicitation”

¥

parmt “misunderstanding” -Tes,

o Page 1)

article frowe which the charve
originated.

He explained  the attcrney,

Frank: Dennison, had  talked

with -various groups regarding
various Kods of “litizaticn stra-
tegies ¥ but had not personally
souzht' out ‘possible Biigation
SPONSOLS. :

The purpose of Dennimn’s ine
ferest in the matter, Lorenz:said,
was the basic CRLA goal of
“enhancing the economic lves

gram.”

Although county Distriet At
torney Jamies B. Hamilton had
been scheduled to testify on the
matter, he did not aftend the
proceedings.

A further:charge of providing
poster beard for UFWOC signs
during picketing in June, 1570,

Wwas denied by Jobnstone.
Although - Johnstone admitted
he  “probably . shouldnw’t have

again,” the attorney . explained
'he gave the poster” board—left

to anpounce a- summer traines
program — .on the stpulation
the UFWOC. representatives
would pay.the CRLA office for

terial.

Testifying on the final chargs
heard Thursday, Valley farmer
Mario Saikhon said he sa'w
Jommstone “quite often” during
UFWOC melon field picksting in
June and- July, 1379, '

Apother Time Off
aikhon ~said he ‘saw  the

& B ;
‘of “chieniy - Hitgakion: against
“Walley fesliot ovwnors;Jarees: i1

Lorenz Jr., tormer CRLA state

direetor; szud a CRLA atior: 18y

_was misquoted in a newspaper
. ,

CRLA attorney — who explained
he was on a leave of absencs to

sheds and talking - with farm
workers

fma WA L e e M

of people served by the pro-

during -the melon strike  also

done'it"” and he “wonldn’'t do it -

over from signs made by CRLA

it. Later, Alishuler, testified.
UFWOC had paid for the ma- -

' work as counsel for UFWOC~
picketing his fields and pam‘m0 5

from Mexleo ot Calex-

! - Describing several
during - which ke talked w
Jmmﬁou., the farmer #aid, how-
ever, he had “no puz el st
mosity” toward the kawver,

In 24diton, Danisl Jacqn 22,
a former § elri foretnan for Sam
Andrews Sons and now-a publie
felations worker for the Citizens
Commitiee for Agricullure, said
ke heard Johumstone tell Mexi«

tan farny workers o SpanisH

e was 8 lawyer, “worked for
he govornment” and that e
“company was on strike” and
the Workem would “lpse their
green cards” i they continued
to work for i .
Jacguez said after the incke
dent the workers were “shaken
up” and about 10 of the 100-
member group, refused to work,
CRLA Keed Cited
Ting the morning proceed-

- ings, -atforneys for CRLA called

several witnesses testifying to
the community need among . the
poverty group for the lezabsary-
ices. !
Witnesses who were named in
Johnstone's memo describing

-{their potential teslimony agreed

they were not offended by the
attorney’s description of their
appearance and personality.

Rev. Oscar \ewby, Neighbor-
hood House director in- Calex.
ico, said the oaly fault in John-
stone’s description of him was
a 10 - year discrepancy. in age
and - “This - pleases me ‘very
much.” :

Calexico City Ceuncilman Luis
Legaspi -said  he “considered:
myself fortunate to be on' the
honor toll”. . . and ‘said the
description . of. him -meant he
had “The courage to state my
opinicn and no one-.could stop
me.” .

U



EL CENTRQ (AP)—The Rea-
1gan- - adiministrations  claims
| that California, Rural-kegal As-
sigtance lawyers were “improp-
erly involved™ with ‘black ac-
tivist: Angela Davis and the So-
ledad brothers were -dismissed
Thursday by a federal comunis-
sion.as *totally umoun{.ed and
wnhout merit.”?

The commission is receiving
testimony in hearings through:
out the state on the Repubucm
governor's ‘charge that CRLA
has violated federal regulations
_jand does: not properly serve the
poor.

Robert -B. Williamsen, com-
mission chairman  and ' retired
ichief justice of Maine; said the
group had asked the Reagan ad-
ministration for additional evid-
ence on -its charges - against
CRLA  regarding Miss Davis
tand the inmates.

" “But-no. evidence whatscever
has  been] produced to support
any claim of - misconduct by
CRLA -personnel- or attorpeys
regarding ‘these matters,” Wil-
lamson said, o

The- commission” made thel.
statement -here - after - hearing]!

testimony. at a closed meeting
-at Seledad Prison.

» Lewis K. Uhler,. director of
the “ State Office of Economic
Opportunity, had said that
CRLA . attorneys - and- another
- lawyer intervened at Soledad, to
arrange a visit for Miss Davis
to meet with inmate George
Jacksan:

~was killed with two convicts and
‘a Superior Court Judge in San

Jackson is oile of three men
accused of murdering-a prison
guard. - His brother Jonathan

Rafael last August. Miss Davis
is charged with murder-kidnap-
ing and conspiracy in the court-
house slayings.

The commission’s Tuling alsol

CRLA - attorneys were-inveived

Soledad prison-inmates known
as the Saoledad Brothers

pr 1son cruurd

charged in the death of another

‘covered  Uhler’s ~charges that|}:

improperly “with “several othery




"By George )
\ Chronicle Corrmnmz dent

- Fi Centro,

Leonuty

Afederal commiss
investigating charges

against the Cautorma ,

Rural Legal Ac:zsmn”e
procram ope'xw its-hear-
ings yesterday in this hot

serial Valley town by
throwing out three major

charges against CRLA.
CO"nmlSlen chatr 1au

{ three ]usnco panel.

It held that -allegations
CRLA had acted improperiy
with regard o cases invoiv-
ing -Angela Davis, the Sole-
so Soledad
ed oL murder-
ing-a n e were Stotally e

faunfkd a dwuhwt mgnt ”?

2
D

= ""’*”“"f’w T(
1‘3”»
Murphy ? e _,,)
The commission 5. ruling
included some of the harsh-
est Ian”aufse used since the
panel opened hearings n-Sar
Trancisco-last month,

Referring to a report by
State. Office of Beonomic Op-
ponumt;. Director Lewis K.
Uhler,  which charged the
C {LA with ~some 1’9 im-
proper or unethical acts, the
coramission said the Seledad
seetion - of -the. report con-

tsined “eertain-charges-and:
insinuations,” adding:

“ .. No evidence what-
soever qas been produced to
support any claimof miscons
duct by CRLA persommel or
attorneys . regarding these
matters, and no supperting
evidence was attached tothe

v

Uhler report.”
‘ FLOOR
i Yesterday’s hearing
opened in a2  second- floor
courtroom. of the 47-year-old
Leourthouse, . and the crowd
'jamming into the room was
g0 large that W illigmson in=
foxmed, spectators the fire
marshal had ordered no one
else could enter.

" cated some of the antipathy
toward -CRLA felt by many
Imperial county residents.

i Picktts . representing the
[ Citizens Commiittee for Agri-
- culture — which is primarily
. opposed to- Cesar Chavez's
" United - Farm - Workers. Or-
ganizing - Commiftee - pa-

roaded - ine frondof sthe conptel:

house:

They caryied signs
CUCRLA-Eats-Cesars
“CRLA Doesn't - Help  The

: ’\lormally,

reading .
Salad 4.

Poor,” and “Keep CRLA Out
of Qur Schoels,”™ - o
- Motorists parked in the

[ P o RS JU o SR

‘FromPage 1
courthouse area fomd under
their-windshields flyersread-
ing “HE] -Centro. Stinks” and
T “CRLA
Caused Problems

in Our Val

ley” “They have ha-
rassed and intimidated us.”

DIMISSAL

The commission’s dismiss-
al of three more Uhler Re-
port charges was the sort of
| thing which had angered
Gwemor Ronald Reaganthe
‘day hefore.

In-a-Wednesday letter to
“Eederal QRO divedtor Frsnk
Carlucci, the governor sald.
he was upset because the
commission had dumped
three - other C’hcu{;t
holding hearingsin Salinas..

CRLA attornsys here are
confidentthe commission
will Tecommend federal
funds ‘be-given thera 1o con-
tinue their work.

Last - Jannary, Reagan ve-
toed "a 31.8 million federal
grant, - but Carluecet

The - commission. coming
“elose to its June 15 deadhnr

+ for completing its report; or-

. ol dered an extraordinary ses-
The atmosphere here indi-| J

sion until 9.6’clock last night,
the “commission
had been  ending its daily
cwork at about4:30 p.m.

WITNESSES
Among yesterday’s  wit-

“nesses here:was Donna En-
glish, ‘a.county. welfare.de-
paltm@n. employee who ear-
1i v i wass

1 “house arrest’” by
o prevent her
from testhy' ng inCRLA’s fa-
VOI.

Mrs. English took: a day's
unpaid leave from the wel

fare department o appear.

and. UEWOQC Have

gave:
1CRLA six months of tempo-|.
j.ary funding pending the com-
< mission’s findings:

after |

\

She said the high opinan

the ‘rural poor in the area
g have .of CRLA attorneys wa
lexemplitied = last Junua.u,
| “When the poor people heard
Eof Reagaw's veto of CRLA, 2
| large graoup .. . went to the
‘chureh and hgmed candles
:for them.”
El Centro - attorney F.
Douglas McDaniel appeared
~at the ‘counsel table for wit-
nesses opposing CRLA hore,
MEMG .
Earlier this-month MeDan-
“iel had somehow oklained a
: confideniial ‘mero: between
i two .CRLA atlorneys concern-
%ing various witnesses to ap-
i pear here. The memo so'en-
‘raged Reagan that he fired
off a telwlam tg Carluce
Turging & Jomt Fe d“r“l 5tafe
‘Imeshgauun oi*'possible

miscmmwe* on CI LA spart, |

ke bk e e e



LEWIS UMLER

Saeramento

The “Sendte Finance
Committee: slashed  funds
earmarked for the State
Office of Economic Oppor-
tunity vesterday, but the
QEO's embattled chief still
talked: optimistically of
prospects for.an e\pancxtd
staff and budget.

Funds ~ provided - for the
OEO - in ~Gevernor - Ronald
Reagan's  budget were Te-
duced: by the Senate commits
tee from 370,000 -to $46,000.

The action followed a hear- |
ing at which some witnesses

‘called:. for abolition. of the:
state OEO. ‘

But the anti-poverty agen-
¢y’s boess, Lewis K.. Uhler, |
said ata mews conference’
later that he wasn’t discour- |
aged-hy- the-budget cut.

SIRIKE

Uhler noted that. the As-
sembly - Ways .and  Means
Committee "voted two weeks
ago to strike the entire$70,-
000 from the budget, but that
gommittee chairman Willie
L. Brown (Dem-3an Francis-
co) said he planned tointro-
duce-a special bill ta fmance
the- OEQ:

i Let S Wdlt ard see hDW this

[ Hon m tunds wmld

1 his bill, which would tie OEO
Hunds to a proviso that a con-
i siderable nunber of Uhler’s |’

bm‘s favored approval of the

tate stafl cuts:

- nally approved without aidis
. ble dlbbtﬂﬁ

~Uhler said “we're working
Cwith . Willie Broww now" on

aides must be poor people.
He said. that might require
enlargement - of  -his - staff,
which -~ would - necessitate
“raere,” not less, money.

T But some of the people who

“appeared- before the Senate
comimittee yesterday argued
against -any funds at all for
the OEO. A representalive of
the NAACP said Uhjer him-
selfshould. be taken off tle,
panoll

PROGRAMS.

Uhler defended his olfice
against charges ina recent
‘ederal ORO. report that he
1ad used his staff to “spy
m’ and. “harass’ lecal
anti-poverty programs, -and
1ad not doneenough to-assist
such programs. '

Senator Alan Short (Dem-
Stocktan) declared angrily
that Uhler had no “rapport”’
with poor: people and minori-
ties. . Short - specifically - ac-
cused Uhler of attacking the
California - Rural Legal As-
sistance Foundation because
its--anti-poverty lawyers had

~ftaken votrfo-court and beat-

en you time after time, and
that’s what made youmad.”

“I'm not-mad, Senator,”
Uhler replied calmly, adding
that he found it interesting:
that CRLA “doesn’t have one
black attorney  on its entire
staff.”

Short soughf to strike the
eutire 870,000 in OEQ" funds |
from the budgef, while Re-
publican - committee . mem-

‘ amomt The’ cofmpro-
mise figure. of $46.000 was fi-

Our Correapaudont



ing hea
the -Califernia -Rural Legal As-| Chairman - Robert Willlams|,

The feders]l copomis %n hold- fwere “totally  usfounded ahd
‘in El Centro intoiwithout mﬂ‘f;t.”

sistance aectivities - in Imperisli suncunced Thursday that the
County” ruled Thursday allacw state Office of Ecenomic Oppor-
P52

tions that CRLA was mp,mvtlmlv and the general public
erly ipvolved” with Angela Da~§v ere invited to offer evidence

¥

Avis.cand tthav,"Soi dad bmtnora'"to support the charges in & re

%

-/ the dea%h of ‘a guard

port- by - state OEO . Direclor
Lewis K. Uller.

iy

Np evidence what
been producsd to
claim of wmiscondue
personnel or alorrays
ing these matters, and no s
porling evidence was athac

fo the Uller report,” WﬂLap:s
said.

“Therefore, the
finds. these- all
plications of CRIL,
tatally  unfour
merif, and we shall g rs
to Dls ectoy (Frank) . Carluccei,’
Williamis ‘continued.

The dadi

commission

sion was mede Ing

Closed session at Soledad prison

We was' met an

fncuﬂced until Thursday during
public hearing here.

Tpﬂ ‘coramission, composad of
three: judges, is- helding  hear.
mgsarcund the state info the
CRLA at the direction of the
Nizon  sdministration zfter
Gov. Ronald . -Reagan  last
Decomber ~vetoed the federal
grant ‘funding the orzanization.

Thursday's ennouncenient re-

report prepared by state Difice
of Economic Opportunity Direcs
tor Lewis. K. Unler. He. alleged

another lawyer “intervensd™ at
tthe - prison in- an effort to
arrange - & meeting - between
George. Jackson, one of the
“Soledtad Brothers,” and Miss
Davis.

-The decision also applied to
charges that CRLA attornegs
were.-involved ‘fmproperly with

“another - group  of - inmates
;[ knowmn as the “Seledad Seven,”

three of whom are on trial for

I"consider

ferred to charges contained in'a-

‘that” CRLA aftorneys: and



By NANCY PAVLACEA
Staff Writer -+ :
Attorneys for the Califmmia
yral  Legzal Assistance have
dled & memorandum’ complain-
ing actinns by Gov. Ronald Rea-
gan, his stafi and allies the past
week have “descended from ir-
responsible and' - unethical - o
that-whick-may in fact-be erim-
ina .vr ‘ f 5 E ) :
Filed ia Salinas with the fod-
erally appointed three - judge
commission heariag testimony
on CRLA; the document claims
state olficials have tried«to ob-
struct proceadings by “increas-
Ingly devious and deceplive tacs
tics designed to subvert efforts

Of this comimission.”
T o ‘

reas-in which CRLA opponents

weembarked ona. series-of tac-
ties designed to . throffle: this
commission ~ and  prevent it
from examining the facls and
ascetfaining ' the truth.”” .

In addition to the now well:
‘known theft of a documient nam-
(ing - potential . witnesses© {01

CRLA written by El Centro
CRLA"attormey Robert B. John-
stone -and the release of the
document’ by Gov.- Reagan’s of-
fice, followed by the punish-i
ment -of Imperial County wel:
fare-worker Mrs. Donpa English
~named in Johnstone’s. doct
- iment—hy the welfare director

which- the lawyers for CRLA}

arrest,” the memo- filed" points
to other areas of misconduct by
the governor and his aides.
To Find Evidence
Criticizing Lewis Uhler; state
Office .of Economic .Qpportuni-
ty-direetor; in- depth, the CRLA
Freport-claims members:of Rea-
lgan’s ‘staff- have sant ‘Depart:
Anengs of T s0urces. De-.

; ; ors “to ev-
wry - cornat 6f the state in which

o CRLA aftomeys can be found”

to find “some evidence — -any

| evidence—of impropriety on the
part of CRLA

[ nevs....Mt

described as a “form of house -
- {|able--evidence supporting those

&5

.

g

wrgent -and -desperate sage)
to- all ity members 2 they
immediately  send - M. Uhler

any {ifermation they felt-would
damage CRLA." ‘

The memo goes on {o say the
state - attorney general-forbade
all his deputy altorneys gener-
al “to -testify  beforve the come
“This directive prohibits
CRLA from prodicing testim-

ny of twe depuly altorneye gon:
eral who have worked both with
andragainst - CRLA over the
past.several years,” the report
claimed.: da «

Mugder, “Fixing” Charges .

In another: area, the docy-.
ment claims’ Uhler ‘‘engingered
& press. conference” by Moe
Comachg, California Correction-
al Officers - Association presi-
dent, at which. Camache
charged CRLA aftorneys were
“guilty of - complicity: in’ the
tragic murders.~; . at the-Sole-
dad- Correctional Training: Fa-

“Mr. Ubler knew thenaund
knows now -that those charges
are. 50 preposterous as to bor-
deron - the tidiculous; he likes
wise knew then and knows now
that neither the correctional of-
ficers nor any member of the
staff-at the prison has any reli~

charges,” the document says.
The document also claims 2

" former CRLA employe- sched-
inled. to testify for the state at
‘/the El Centro hearings which

begin today has questionable
motivation *‘since the reason for
her termination was the refusal;

|

and “its attor

by CRLA to increase sal-
ary:” Theo gtat
“The preponderance. of her al-
fidavit is false. and: miskad-

-
ing.

%

lused becatige:

Jettors “isleading?

In addifion, in a thiee-page
document. Htted “Exhibit A"
and  filed together with the
main docurnent, the: attorneys
for CRLA neted misleading use
ot sevoral leiters relaling Oppo-i-
sition to the legal service by
Utler in his original repott
whieh  recommended ve:tc}i;zg
CRLA funding. According to t?w_e
attorneys, the lefters were mis-

—-A reschution by the Scnema
County Bar Association used 1o

show eriticism of CRLA in the
Uhler-report was misconstrued,
according to - bar associztion
President Newton dal Poggetto
in a letter to Frank Carlucd,
foderal 0RO director, '

| A critical letter from Ches-
ter Ross, San Benito County {
Bar - Association president, was’
reported to speak for the en-
tire group. Ross later explzgmed
he was writing as an individual
and not-a group spokesman.

 Hendry Refates Clalm

—A statement solicited fron

4 blind minister from an OEC

investigator and used as an ex:

"l ample of community opposition

to CRLA was later refuted by

the minister who claimed he;

‘made no such statement.
i o i

&
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County Economic  Opportunity
Commission Executive Director
Cameyon Hendry used to exem-
plify local ¢riticism of the legal
service later was explaiped in
a follow-rp lether by Hendry as
“not the. purpose of my latler

'CRLA.” B

o “Exhibll - A” also claims of
‘seven -statements taken from
Soledad -inmates “‘despite  the
efforis by Mr. Uhler’s investi-
gator to distort,” all but one
praises CRLA attorneys for their
efforts on behalf ¢f prisoners..

—A letter from  Impsdal{

to - criticize the operation. of)

‘are individually acenston

And, the document
timony from former Deputy Abe
forney General J. Bradford re-
verses the charge of improper
solicitation - against CRLA. in
the 250 Farm Workers va
Schuits” eourt cass. -

In eonclusion, the document
by attorneys for CRLA asks the

commission “io cousider these

inatters in the week or more of
hearings which” arg to coms,”
although the document's authors
concede “this commission lacks
the powers: of - injunction. ang
contenipt to which-its membe
d‘”

Ty~



