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created post-of president of the Atlanta
City Council. Maynard Jackson, who had
been vice mayor, was in a head-to-head
mayoral campaign against white incumbent
Sam Massell. Although Jackson was consid-
ered the favorite, he could not afford an
all-out campaign against the well-financed
Massell. So, Williams relates, Jackson’s po-
litical mentors Jesse Hill and H  an Rus-
sell went to the “white power structure,”
and proposed the following deal: if the cap-
tains of banking, business, and industry in
the city would provide Jackson with the .
kind of money he needed to run a good
campaign, they, the “black power struc-
ture,” would see to it that no black with a |
chance of winning would enter the race for
the council presidency. Furth: ore, they
promised to give full support to the white
council-presidency candidate, alderman
Wade Mitchell, and to endorse him on.“the
ticket,” a flyer signed by Hill, Leroy john-
son, “Daddy” King, and other prominent
blacks, to be distributed prior to election
day in the black community.

Williams says he had no motivation for
entering that campaign except calling atten-
tion to and “busting the deal.” He says he
met with Jackson and some of his other
advisers {lawyer David Franklin, airline
executive John Cox, who then was director
of the Butler Street YMCA, and A. Reginald
Eaves) in the offices of Fleetwood Dunston,
a black office-equipment dealer, to discuss
the race.

Williams recalls he proposed a deal of
his own. “I told Maynard, “Unless that ticket
comes out with your name on top and mine
second, I'm going to bust you wide open.””
The ticket came out, without Williams’
name, just as had been planned, and Jackson,
for whatever motive, repudiated it. When
the votes were counted, Alderman Wyche
Fowler was in first place for a runoff spot
with Williams about one hundred votes be-
hind him. Nobody was more surprised at the
outcome than Hosea Williams. The standing
joke of the day was that, should Williams
win the runoff, he’d immediately demand a
recount. He did not win, of course, but he
put up a good fight those last three weeks.
He moderated his rhetoric and started talk-
ing about a wide range of campaign issues,
with only an occasional flare-up at Fowler
on the stump. At the request of advisers, he
even borrowed a suit and started wearing it
for public appearances. .

“We didn’t know I had that kind of sup-
port from the people of this city,” he says
now. “They [his opponents] never thought
that those middle-class Negroes would ever
get out and vote for me. Well, I never
thought they would get out and vote for me
either.”

The next time, however, Williams was
more confident of his support. He ran for a
seat in the Georgia General Assembly -in
1974 and won. .

The legislature has become Hosea Wil-
liams™ metier. After a shaky start and a poor
attendance record, he has become an adept
politician, aware — as he puts it — that
“the art of politics is com, . mise.”

House Speaker Thomas B. Murphy Jr. of
Breman praises the one-time antiestablish-




ment  agitator’s  “conservative”
politics. “I wish,” Murphy whis-
pered in an aside as he watched
hawklike over the proceedings on
the floor of the House during the
recent session, “that I had one
hundred eighty who voted just like
him. He'll vote conservatively on
just about every issue. He's never
caused us any problems up here.

He's been a perfect gentleman.
Don’t let anybody tell you that he
doesn’t know what he’s doing or
that he ain’t smart. Hosea Wil-
liams has got a whole head full of
brains.”

Representative ‘Crawford Ware,
a Hogansville Democrat who with
Murphy was present during the
1967 session when the House re-

fused to seat black legislator Julian
Bond because of his anti-Vietnam
War politics, says of Williams,
whom . many at that time consid-
ered more of a radical than Bond:

" “Omna __ le of one to ten, with ten

being the best legislator, I'd have
to rate him about an eight overall.
I'd heard a lot about Hosea Wil-
liams before he came up here and

I did not know what to expect. I
- had reservations, but he soon cured
those. -
“I was surprised that, in spite of
all his demonstrating against busi-
ness, he was really free enterprise
oriented. His background is busi-
ness and he is always looking for
the free-enterprise angle on
something. . .. I find that he and I

think a lot alike on a lzt of

~ things.”

Williams® own experience . as
entrepenuer and a certain knowl-
edge of and respect for some
Atlanta businessmen he had gained
when he opposed them over civil
rights issues had combined to give
Williams a profound belief in con-
servative, free-enterprise, anti-wel-

fare economics. It is partly for this
reason that conservative Demo-
cratic politicians like Murphy and
Ware are not the least surprised
about the support that Williams,
who insists that he still is a Demo-
crat, has given the Republican
President. Even close friends of
Williams, like Representative Ty-
ronne Brooks, an Atlanta Democrat
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‘who was Williams’ protege in the movement
and who now occupies the seat next to his
old friend in the House chamber, insist that
Williams” supporting Reagan in the election,
and supporting him now, is a correct thing
to do. “He believes, and I think-he's right
- about this, that black people and: poor pea-
ple have to be smart enough to be biparti-
san,” Brooks explains. “"Our salvation does
not rest in one party. Sure. we may have
differences with the Republican administra-
tion. But he had differences with the Demo-
cratic administration as well. The difference
is that Williams had no redress of grievances

with the Democratic administration because

he was on the outside, not in the inner cir-
cle. Now he is in the inner circle, or at least
as close to the inner circle as any other black
man in America. If Ralph and Hosea had
not gorte to Reagan, we black people would
not have had our ambassadors to the Repub-
lican administration.”

- Juanita Willjams does. not attribute the
endorsement entirely to pragmatism, citing
in addition a new twist in -her husband’s
familiar idealism. “Hosea had this obsession
that God put him on this earth to look after
people who didn’t have the sense or courage
to look after themselves,” she explains. “But
this political thing is part of a new attitude
he’s got: that he's not going to be around
forever and the people have got to stand on
their own two feet and not depend on him,
white folks, the government, or anvbody. . ..
He sees in Reagan-a chance for people to
get some economic security.”

But what if Reagan’s promises are

empty? .

“Hosea is not going to be looking for
any fights,” says the woman who knows him
best. “But Le’s no Uncle Tom. If a fight
comes, he’ll take it on.” Her estimation con-
curs with the school of thought that holds
that no matter what motivated Williams to
endorse Reagan, no matter how_mellow he
has ‘become, it is only a matter of time be-
fore an inevitable Armageddon. Some recall
the ringing in his voice and the tears of out-
rage in his eyes when Hosea Williams spoke
to his colleagues in the House one day dur-
ing the last session, denouncing them for
their defeat of an amendment that would
have helped black businessmen do .more
business with state government. His words
echoed back through:the chamber to his first
days as a leader atop Tomochichi Rock in
downtown Savannah. “Equal access to
opportunity, that’s all I want,” he lamented.
“We ask for some crumbs from your table
when you owe us a loaf of bread. You deny
us those crumbs and still expect us to buck-
dance and smile. . . .

“What you've done up here this after-
poon you ought to try and correct it. I'm
going to.pray for you. I ain’t never going tu
hate you. But I ain’t ever going to let vou
make a boy out of me, either.””

There was a suspicion, among thosé in
the room that day, that Hosea Williams, who
marched in Selma in 1965, who led the mule
train to “Resurrection City” in Washington,
D.C., in 1968 against civil rights-minded
President Lyndon- Baines Johnson, will even-
tually march on Ronald ‘Reagan’s Washing-
ton as well. ]
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Proper management me-~n13:

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

Replacing the letter of introduction with a
conversational reference between Ambassador
Mansfield and the Prime Minister several weeks
before the visit.

Providing the Embassy officer.

Have the White House informally seek a nonprofit
organization to serve as the sponsor of a
Japanese-Black American Business Conference.

Strictly limiting the time, topics and publicity
on the Friday meeting.

Requiring that Rev., Williams take on a volunteer
legal and diplo tic advisor to help him properly
handle all of his Japanese and White House contacts.,.

An immediate decision is required about the Friday meeting.

cc: Mel Bradley
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June 10, 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHA... V. ALLEN
FROM: JANET COLSON

SUBJECT: Hosea Williamks' Requests Re: Japan

The following may come up at one of your morning meetings
today:

Martin Anderson called me yesterday to say that Hosea Willi
was requesting White House Assistance with respect to a 1g1ng
a meeting with Prime Minister Suzuki, Embassy red c et
treatment durinag his proposed visit to Jap and %____.e House
assistance in ranging for Japanese busin men to come to

the US for discussions of Black/Japanese busine_; deals.

Martin indicated that the NSC had concurred with all of the
above requests.

I called Don Gregg, who was at CIA most of the day. Before
I could talk with him, Martin called back to say that his
staff had told him that it was Norm Bailey of the NSC s__ff
who indicated NSC approval.

I called Norm, who indicated that Dan Smith had been discussing
the issue with him and who said his response simply had been
"sure, why not?"

After talking with Norm, Don returned my call and said he was
aware of I _sea Williams’ request, that he thought it was a
touchy one, and that State was looking at it carefully.
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July 2, 1981 (1:30 p.m.)

FOR: MARTIN ANL...30N
~
FROM: DAN J. SMITH ¥

RE. Japanese Trip of Rev. Hosea Williams
— —

I have just been informed that a meeting took place this
morning, attended by James Baker, Elizabeth Dole and others
in which it was decided that a letter of introduction from
the President ' ) C " Japan on behalf

of Reverend 1 ten,

cc: Ed Gray
Don Gregg





















a. The current relationship is unstable and
threatens to disintegrate altogether.
The public loss of Rev. Williams s, , ort
for the President would be a very unfortunate
event,

b. Rev,., Williams is a friend the President will

need in the future as Administration relations

with the black community continue to be poor.
I urge immediate action on these recommendations as the letter
seems to be back in limbo. Continued White House silence on the
letter will send the wrong message to Rev. Williams.
With your permission, I will communicate the aforementioned
recommendations to Mrs. Dole's office.

MARTIN ANDERSON:

Approve Disapprove Hold




































