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YA- 33 ( 8th Rev.) i. 
RE : Gun Control 

Oear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 25, 1988 (XXXY33) 

(ENV ) 

On behalf of President Reagan , I want to thank you for your 
message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the most effective 
approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and 
to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted 
of committing a crime while in possession of a firearm. In 
response to a question at a press conference last summer, he 
expressecf his support for an additional measure now employed in 
the State of California, where a prospective gun purchaser must 
wait for a specified period of time while a State agency checks for 
the existence of any criminal record or problems with mental 
illness. The President suggested that other States might want to 
take a look at the California system, as well as consider requiring 
gun owners to have basic training in firearm use. 

'iou may also be interested to know that the President signed 
l:egi.slation on November 10 to prohibit the manufacture, 
importing.. or sale of so-called "plastic guns" that may not be 
detectable by metal detectors or other security devices. Such 
guns pose the threat of reversing the gains recently made in 
deterring terrorism and other acts of violence against the public. 

Let me reaffirm, however, that the President does not believe 
that the solution to our Nation 's crime problem is to deny to law
abiding citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

et",es.id-ent R~g,ao appreciates your interest in our country's well
being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
aod Director of Corres()ondence 

(11 / 25/88) 

Mr . Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
R-oom 60 

fd Executive Office Building 
Washing--ton, DC 20500 

AVH/ CAD/AVH 



• 

Dear Mr. Ortega : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 22, 1988 (XXX-Y33) 

On behalf of President Reagan , I want to thank you for your 
message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society . He believes that the most effective 
approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and 
to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted 
of committing a crime while in possession of a firearm . In 
response to a question at a press conference last summer, he 
expressed his support for an additional measure now employed in 
the State of California, where a prospective gun purchaser must 
wait for a specified period of time while a State agency checks for 
the existence of any criminal record or problems with mental 
illness. The President suggested that other States might want to 
take a look at the California system, as well as consider requiring 
gun owners to have basic training in firearm use. 

You may also be interested to know that the President signed 
legislati-on on November 10 to prohibit the manufacture, 
importing , or sale of so-called "plastic guns" that may not be 
detectable by metal detectors or other security dev ices. Such 
guns pose the threat of reversing the gains recently made in 
deterring terrorism and other acts of violence against the public. 

Let me reaffirm, however , that the President does not believe 
that the solution to our Nation 's crime problem is to deny to law
abiding citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms . 

President Reag_an appreciates your interest in our country ' s well
being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

a___~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your 

message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the most 

effective approach to this problem is to strengthen our 

criminal laws and to impose mandatory jail sentences on 

criminals who are convicted of committing a crime while in 

possession of a firearm. In response to a question at a 

press conference last summer, he expressed his support for 

an additional measure now employed in the State of Cali

fornia, where a prospective gun purchaser must wait for a 

specified period of time while a State agency checks for the 

existence of any criminal record or problems with mental 

illness. The President suggested that other States might 

want to take a look at the California system, as well as 

consider requiring gun owners to have basic training in 

firearm use. 

You may also be interested to know that the President signed 

legislation on November 10 to prohibit the manufacture, 

importing, or sale of so-called "plastic guns" that may not 

be detectable by metal detectors or other security devices. 

Such guns pose the threat of reversing the gains recently 

made in deterring terrorism and other acts of violence 

against the public. 

.. 
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Let me reaffirm, however, that the President does not 

believe that the solution to our Nation's crime problem is 

to deny to law-abiding citizens their constitutional right 

to keep and bear arms. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in our country's 

well-being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release November 10, 1988 

The President today signed the following legislation: 

H.J.Res. 649, which designates November 12, 1988, as "National 
Firefighters Day." 

H.R. 441, which directs the payment of $5,670.77 to each of seven 
named heirs of Master Sergeant Nathaniel Scott in full settlement 
of their claims against the United States for payment of the 
unpaid balance of the retired pay due their father at the time of 
his death. 

H.R. 712, which requires the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
$307,092.50 to Lawrence K. Lunt as full compensation related to 
his imprisonment in Cuba between 1965 and 1979. 

H.R. 1418, which provides reimbursement for attorneys' fees and 
compensation for personal time spent and other expenses incurred 
by Messrs. Hangartner, Stewart, and Walden, three 
"whistleblowers" who assisted in a congressional and Securities 
and Exchange Commission investigation of a Paradyne Corporation 
contract with the Social Security Administration. 

H.R. 2802, which requires payment of $5,500 to Fleurette Seidman, 
an employee of the U.S. Customs Service in New York, for losses 
and expenses arising from her erroneous retirement from 
Government service and subsequent return to her former position 
of employment. 

H.R. 4362, which allows the Secretary of the Interior to convey 
public land to local jurisdictions for solid waste disposal 
purposes under terms that will protect the United States from 
liability for contamination of such land by hazardous substances. 

H.R. 4445, which prohibits the manufacture, importation, or sale 
of certain firearms that may not be detectable by metal detectors 
or other security devices. 

S.J.Res. 395, which designates January 4, 1989, as "National 
Commissioned Corps of the Public Health Service Centennial Day." 
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Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 14, 1988 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your 
message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the most effective 
approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and 
to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted 
of committing a crime while in possession of · a firearm. In 
response to a question at a recent press conference, he 
expressed his support for an additional measure now employed in 
the State of California, where a prospective gun purchaser must 
wait for a specified period of time while a State agency checks for 
the existence of any criminal record or problems with mental 
illness. T_he President suggested that other States might want to 
take a look at the California system, as well as consider requiring 
gun owners to have basic training in firearm use. 

The President does not, however, believe that the solution to our 
Nation 's crime problem is to deny to law-abiding citizens their 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in our country's well
being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

r:::2--~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

(10/14/88) 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CGM/CAD/OPD/AVH 

(ENV) 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your 

message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the most 

effective approach to this problem is to strengthen our 

criminal laws and to impose mandatory jail sentences on 

criminals who are convicted of committing a crime while in 

possession of a firearm. In response to a question at a 

recent press conference, he expressed his support for an 

additional measure now employed in the State of California, 

where a prospective gun purchaser must wait for a specified 

period of time while a State agency checks for the existence 

of any criminal record or problems with mental illness. The 

President suggested that other States might want to take a 

look at the California system, as well as consider requiring 

gun owners to have basic training in firearm use. 

The President does not, however, believe that the solution 

to our Nation's crime problem is to deny to law-abiding 

citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in our country's 

well-being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes . 
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Union. And that has to be taken into ac
count, too. But I haven't seen any-we 
can't judge yet whether there's something 
specific in all of these things that might 
have in some way lessened the recovery of 
our defensive strength. 

I'm looking for somebody from the local 
press, and then I'll come back down front. 

Savings and Loan Industry 
Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask about the 

savings and loan industry. This year there 
were record losses in the industry. Close to 
$4 billion has been spent bailing out savings 
and loans. It's estimated that it will take $75 
billion to get it on its feet. Is there a crisis 
in the savings and loan industry, and will 
the American taxpayer have to bail it out? 

The President. Well, I certainly hope not, 
and I don't think so. And I don't believe 
there's a crisis. The market today went up 
25 points, and our growth is still continuing, 
and there 's no sign of inflation and things of 
that kind-or panic. But, yes, there is a 
problem there, and we're trying to deal 
with the problem. 

Sam [Sam Donaldson, ABC News]? 

Gun Control 
Q. Mr. President, recently, Washinghm 

columnist Carl Rowan believed he was 
threatened by people in his backyard. He 
took a gun which was unregistered, and he 
shot-he said as a warning shot. A young 
man was nicked in the wrist. Do you think 
it's a good idea for citizens to have guns in 
their home and to go out and to use them if 
they feel threatened? 

The President. Well, Sam, as I understand 
it, what Carl was saying was that his son, 
who was entitled to have a gun, left that 
gun there and it was a registered gun with 
regard to his son. On the other hand, I try 
to keep thinking this was 2 o'clock in the 
morning. Someone is coming toward him. 
He had that-but you asked the question in 
general, not just about him. You asked 
whether people should have-Sam, I'm 
going to answer by way of a letter, a very 
interesting letter that I received when l 
was Governor of California. 

It came from a burglar who was serving 
time in San Quentin prison. And there was 
a big movement on in California at that 
time, as there continually is everyplace, to 

eliminate the citizens having weapons. And 
this burglar, prisoner, wrote to me and said, 
"I just want to tell you that if that goes 
through, that law, there will be hundreds of 
very happy people here in San Quentin." 
He said, "We case a place that we've 
planned for robbery or burglary. We get to 
know the habits of the people and their 
comiJ)gs and goings and so forth ." But he 
said, "The one thing we never can know in 
advance is in that household, in a drawer by 
the bed, does the householder have a gun." 
And he says, "If you can ever tell us that 
none of them do, that they don't have 
them, that I can assure you that all us bur
glars are going to be very happy." 

I think we ought to pay heed to that. 
Q. Well, sir, is it worth it? Statistics show 

that when homeowners or citizens use 
handguns, normally they shoot themselves, 
their loved ones, or strangers who are not 
engaged in a criminal act by mistake. Is it 
worth all these lives in order to attempt to 
try to shoot one burglar? 

The President. Well, Sam, I'll tell you, 
there's some certain things I would go for. 
For example, in California, for a citizen to 
buy a gun, that citizen has to come in and 
lay down the money, of course, name, ad
dress, and so forth, and then doesn't get the 
gun. And this goes to an agency in the State 
Government that looks into that person's 
entire background as to who and what they 
are, and then they come back after that 
investigation and, if they don't have a 
record of any crimes or mental problems or 
anything of that kind, they are allowed to 
take their gun home. Now, I would like to 
see that generally, and I think that all States 
ought to take a look at that system. But in 
addition, I think that maybe we could tie to 
that making sure that they aren't just totally 
absent of any knowledge of weapons. I 
taught my entire family out at the Ranch 
how to shoot a gun in case they ever had to. 
And I think maybe there could be some 
restrictions, that there had to be a certain 
amount of training taken. 

Now let me-here, and then back to you. 
No, no, Lou [Lou Cannon, Washington 
Post] . Now, don't you sit. You get up, yes. 
[Laug hte r] No, and then I'll take him. 

Q. My name is Jerry O'Leary [Washing
ton Times], and I'm--

833 
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YA-33 (6th Rev.) 
,RE: (;,.un Control 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 12, 1987 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your 
message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the best approach to 
this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and to impose 
mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted of 
committing a crime while in possession of a firearm. The 
President has said, "We are committed to bring the full force of 
the law to bear on those who transgress its prohibitions or 
commands. " But he does not believe that the solution to our 
Nation· s crime problem is to deny to law-abiding citizens their 
constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in our country ' s well
being. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael A. Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/CGM/DE/CAD for AVH 

(1/12/87) 

(ENV) 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your 

message. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the best 

approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws 

and to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are 

convicted of committing a crime while in possession of a 

firearm. The President has said, "We are committed to bring 

the full force of the law to bear on those who transgress 

its prohibitions or commands." But he does not believe that 

the solution to our Nation's crime problem is to deny to 

law-abiding citizens their constitutional right to keep and 

bear arms. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in our country's 

wel, eing. He has asked me to send you his best wishes . 
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Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 2, 1986 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the best approach to 
this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and to impose 
mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted of 
committing a crime while in possession of a firearm. The 
President does not believe that the solution to our Nation's crime 
problem is to deny to law-abiding citizens their constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. 

In his second term, the President intends to continue following 
this approach to the crime problem. As he has said, "We are 
committed to bring the full force of the law to bear on those who 
transgress its prohibitions or ignore its commands. 11 I am 
sending you a copy of the message the President sent to 
Congress in February entitled "America's Agenda for the 
Future, 11 which includes a summary of his anti-crime proposals. 
I hope you find this information helpful in understanding the 
Administration's determination to build a safer and more just 
society. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being of 
our country. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

a___ ~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr. Michael Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

( 5/2/86) 

Enclosure: America's Agenda for the Future 

AVH/ KC/ DE/ CAD/ AVH 

(Label) 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 29, 1986 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 

writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the best 

approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws 

and to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are 

convicted of committing a crime while in possession of a 

firearm. The President does not believe that the solution 

to our Nation's crime problem is to deny to law-abiding 

citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

In his second term, the President intends to continue 

following this approach to the crime problem. As he has 

said, "We are committed to bring the full force of the law 

to bear on those who transgress its prohibitions or ignore 

its commands." I am sending you a copy of the message the 

President sent to Congress in February entitled "America's 

Agenda for the Future," which includes a summary of his 

anti-crime proposals. I hope you find this information 

helpful in understanding the Administration's determination 

to build a safer and more just society. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being 

of our country. He has asked me to send you his best 

wishes. 



AVH-YA33 (4th Rev.) 
RE , Gun Control 

Dear Mr. Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 2, 1985 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the best app roach to 
this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and to impose 
mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted of 
committing a crime while in possession of a firearm. The 
President does not believe that the solution to our Nation's crime 
problem is to deny to law-abiding citizens their constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. 

The Administration's approach is working. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation released in April its serious crime index for 
1984, which showed that such crime in our country has now 
dropped three years in a row. The decline in cri1me in 1984 was 
3 percent, and each of our Nation's four geographic regions 
registered a decrease. During President Reagan ' s second term, 
his Administration will continue to focus government law 
enforcement resources on deterrence, detection and detention of 
criminals and not on the activities of law-abiding citizens. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being of 
our country. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

·- Mr . Michael Ortega 
Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/KC/DE/ CAD/AVH 

(5/1/85) 

(Env.) 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 

writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the best 

approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws 

and to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are 

convicted of committing a crime while in possession of a 

firearm. The President does not believe that the solution 

to our nation's crime problem is to deny to law-abiding 

citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

The Administration's approach is working. The Federal 

Bure~of Investigat~~,~- s:ee.-eict~ released in April ~~ 
~ r "\~\.f , . ~ ~ -fl,v...+ ~-<.J-A.""'3-, 

~ serious crimelin our country has now d r opped three 

years in a row. The decline in crime in 1984 was 3%, and 

each of our Nation's four geographic regions registered a 

decrease. During the President's second term, his Admin

istration will continue to focus government law enforcement 

resources on deterrence, detection and detention of 

criminals and not on the activities of law-abiding 

citizens. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being 

of our country. He has asked me to send you his best 

wishes. 

7 



AVH- YA33 (3rd Rev.) · 
RE: Gun Control 

Dear Mr . Ortega: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 5, 1985 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms by 
criminals in our society. He believes that the best approach to 
this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws and to impose 
mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are convicted of 
committ ing a crime while in possession of a firearm. The 
President does not believe that the solution to our nation ' s crime 
problem · is to deny to law-abiding citizens their constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. 

The Administration's approach is working. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) statistics show that serious crime in our 
country has dropped two years in a row. The decline in crime in 
1983 was 7 percent, the largest drop since 1960. During the 
Pres ident's second term, his Administration will continue to focus 
government law enforcement resources on deterrence, detection 
and detention of criminals and not on the activities of law-abiding 
citizens. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being of 
our country. He has asked me to send you his best wishes. 

Mr. Michael Ortega 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

(1/30/85) 

Evening Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Section 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20500 

AVH/KC/DE/OPD--Galebach/CAD/RDC/AVH 

(Env.) 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JUDY JOHNSTON/OPD 

CHUCK DONOVAN ~ 
Office of Correspondence 

The attached draft form reply is sub
mitted for review by the appropriate 
staff member. This issue is running 
in current mail and the volume justi
fies use of a form response. I can 
be reached at x7610 if any informa
tion on the incoming mail regarding 
this issue is required by your office. 

Thank you very much. 

N.B. 

cc: Pending File 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1985 

AVHY33 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 

writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the best 

approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws 

and to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are 

convicted of committing a crime while in possession of a 

firearm. The President does not believe that the solution 

to our nation's crime problem is to deny to law-abiding 

citizens their constitutional right to keep and bear arms. 

The Administration's approach is working. Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI} statistics show that serious crime in 

our country has dropped two years in a row. The decline in 

crime in 1983 was 7 percent, the largest drop since 1960. 

During the President's second term, his Administration will 

continue to focus government law enforcement resources on 

deterrence, detection and detention of criminals and not on 

the activi ties o f law-abiding citizens. 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being 

of our country. He has asked me to send you his best 

wishes. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1985 

AVHY33 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 

writing. 

The President shares your concern about the use of firearms 

by criminals in our society. He believes that the best 

approach to this problem is to strengthen our criminal laws 

and to impose mandatory jail sentences on criminals who are 

convicted of committing a crime while in possession of a 

firearm. The President does not believe that the solution 

to our nation's crime problem i~ 

right to keep and bear ~arms o law-abiding citizens ~ " ........ -c., _________ ___ 

~ 3eek to protect tbeir familiCZ:5 

The Administration's approach is working. Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI) statistics show that serious crime in 

our country has dropped two years in a row. The decline in 

crime in 1983 was 7 percent, the largest drop since 1960 . 
-Hu.. f ~ J s /,w:, A,-1,.~ 

During lM-s second term, the Prosid~t will continue to focus 
(_ ~~~ ..s4-,, ~<-4.........x: ,., v:· ~~ 

~eterrence,~ecti on and de ention of criminals and not 

o n t h e activities o f law- a b idin g citizens . 

President Reagan appreciates your interest in the well-being 

of our country. He has asked me to send you his best 

wishes. 



YA-33 (2nd Rev.) 
yu:: Gun Control 

Dear Mr . Ortega: 

(Env.) 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 18, 1984 (XXXY33) 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your ,. 
message . 

The President shares your concern about our nation's crime 
problem. He believes that the best way to solve that problem is 
to increase penalties for hard-core, career criminals who misuse 
guns, rather than to limit the constitutional rights of honest 
citizens through gun control. 

As the President said in his address to the 112th annual members ' 
banquet of the National Rifle Association on May 6, 1983 , he and 
his Administration " have declared war on organized crime and the 
career criminal element in America . .. We want mandatory 
sentences. We want firm and speedy application of penalt ies. 
And we want to abolish parole for Federal offenses. But there ' s 
one thing we do not want: We will never disarm any Amer ican 
who seeks to protect his or her family from fear and harm. ·· 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Anne Higgins 

Special Assistant to the President 
and Di rector of Correspondence 

Mr . Michael Ortega 
Ni g ht Supervisor 
Correspondence Analysis Sect ion 
Room 60 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington , DC 20500 

AVH/DE/CAD/RDC/ AVH 

(1/13/84 ) 
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RE: Gun Contro l 

Dear VnameV: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1983 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 
your message. 

The President shares your concern about our nation's 
crime problem. He believes that the best way to solve 
that problem is to increase penalties for hard-core, 
career criminals who misuse guns, rather than to limit 
the constitutional rights of honest citizens through gun 
control. 

As the Pre sident said in his addre ss to the 112th annual 
members' banquet of the National Rifle Assoc i ation on 
May 6, 19 83, he and his Administra tion "have declared war 
on organi z ed crime and the career criminal element in 
America ... We want mandatory sentences. - We want firm 
and spee dy application of penalties . And we want to 
abolish parole for Federal offenses. But t here's one 
thing we do not want: We will never disarm any American 
who seeks to protect his or her f a mi l y from fear and 
harm." 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(5/27/83) 

Vinside a ddressV 

AVH/DE/CAD/RCH/AVH 



YA, 33 (•2nd ,Rev.) '-,. 
RE: Gun Control 

Dear VnameV: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 2, 1983 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 
your message. 

The President shares your concern about our nation's 
crime problem. He believes that the best way to solve 
that problem is to increase penalties for hard-core, 
career criminals who misuse guns, rather than to limit 
the constitutional rights of honest citizens through gun 
control. 

As the President said in his address to the 112th annual 
members' banquet of the National Rifle Association on 
May 6, 1983, he and his Administration "have declared war 
on organized crime and the career criminal element in 
Arnerica ••• We want mandatory sentences. We want firm 
and speedy application of penalties. And we want to 
abolish parole for Federal offenses. But there's one 
thing we do not want: We will never disarm any American 
who seeks to protect his or her family from fear and 
harm." 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(5/27/83) 

Vinside addressV 

AVH/DE/CAD/RCH/AVH 
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Dear 

YA-33 (2nd rev.) Re: Gun control 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for 

your message. 

The President shares your concern about our nation's 
~ 

crime problem~~ he believes that the iway to solve 

that probl~m is to increase~ penalties for ~ 

hard-core, career criminals who misuse guns, rather than 
~ 

to a£ta~ the constit~onal rights of honest citizens 

through gun control. 

·," Mis a&lt-e~ ~ 
As the PresidentAi8ki4ft;Qia,"'~iiai~nual members' banquet 

of the National Rifle Association on May 6, 1983, he and his 

Administration "have declared war on organized crime and the 

career criminal element in America ... ~ ant mandatory sentences. 

We want firm and speedy application of penalties. And we want 

to abolish parole f or ! e deral offenses. But there's one thing 

we do not want: We will never disarm any American who seeks to 

protect his or her family from fear and harm. 11 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 
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The Pres ident < our nat i on's 
·rcxT_ 

elieves t ha t the way j:9_ s o l ve tf pt>l?ftYI\ crime prob le1 

- r e a l is t o i nc rease ~ penaltie s f o r ~ 

har d- core, career criminals who misuse guns, rather t h an 
~ ·t. 

t o a-tta°5 t he cons tit~onal r ight s o f hones t citizens 

through gun control. 

i" h(s alJrts-s -h 

.$.,As the Presiden tAii.i■••~a.Jli.wnual membe rs' banquet 

o f the Nationa l Rifle Associ ation on May 6, 1983, he and h is 

Administrat i on "have declared war on organized crime and t he 

career c r i mi na l e l ement in America .••• We want mandatory sentences. 

We want f i r m a nd s peedy application of penalties. And we want 

to abo lish p aro l e f or federal offenses. But there's one thing 

we do not want : We wi ll neve r dis arm any Amer i c an who s eeks to 

protect h is or her f amily f r om f ear and harm." 

Dr. after: __ l)~-.;_~:-.!_~-&3 

Approval :,p-o / ~ _ _/ _ 

S<iu1·ce: ----- ·~-- - --··- - · ·-·•·-- ---- .. --- ---- ·---·- ·-- _________ __ ., __ . ---·---- ---

----·-·--·------·- -·- ---- ·---- -------
You may be interested to know t hat the President has signed into law two 
amendments t o t he Gun Control Act of 1968. These amendments remove the 
burdensome recordkeeping requirements on sales of the most popu lar sporting 
ammuni tion. A tremendous amount of time and paperwork was imposed on dealers 
to record t hese sales, yet there was little evidence that these requirements 
hel ped to reduce c~ime. The President 1 s action has eliminated the paperwork 
on over a bi l lion rounds of amnunition annually. I can assure you that the 
Admi nis tration will continue to seek the removal of restrictions which 
ope ra te on ly to burden law-abiding Americans. It will instead ~oncentrate 
1aw enforcement resources on apprehending and imprisoning criminals. 
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RE: Gun Control 

Dear VnameV: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 8, 1983 

On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you 
for your message. 

The President does not believe that taking firearms 
from honest citizens will prevent criminals from 
obtaining and using them. He does believe, however, 
that increasing the penalty for carrying firearms 
during crimes will help stop criminals. This 
Administration continues to support legislation 
intended to protect honest citizens' ownership and 
use of firearms, to reduce the burden of firearms 
regulations, and to impose minimum mandatory 
criminal sentencing on anyone convicted of carrying 
a firearm during the commission of a Federal felony • 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(2 / 28 / 83 ) 

Vinside addressV 
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On behalf of President Reagan, I want to thank you for your message. 

The P re s ident does· no't believer that taking firearms from honest 

citizens will prevent criminals from obtaining and using them. He does 

~ 
believe, ~hough~ that increaaing the p enalty for carrying firearms 

during crimes wili ~ criminals. This Administration continues to 

support 1-egialation intended to protect honest citizens' ownership . ..................... ' .... 

and use of firearms, to reduce the burden of firearms regulations, and to 

impose minimum mandatory criminal sentencing on anyone convicted of 

carrying a firearm during the commission of a Federal f~lony. 

With the President's best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

AVH 



YA-33 
RE: Grn Control 

Dear Isl 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 8, 1982 

President Reagan has asked this office to respond to 
your message discussing the possibility of gun control 
in the United States. He wants you to know that he is 
grateful for the concerns of the American people and 
that your views have been fully noted. 

Attorney General William French Smith has appointed a 
special Task Force on Violent Crime, cochaired by former 
Attorney General Griffin Bell and Illinois Governor James 
Thompson. That Task Force has submitted a set of recom
mendations following four months of hearings around the 
country. The recommendations developed by the Attorney 
General and the White House have been submitted to the 
Congress. 

Your interest in this topic is appreciated, and President 
Reagan sends his best wishes. 

Isl 
Ill 
Ill 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 

(2/3/82) 



GUN CONTROL 

Dear 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 20, 1982 

President Reagan has asked this office to respond to 
your message discussing the possibility of gun control 
in the United States. He wants you to know that he is 
grateful for the concerns of the American people and 
that your views have been fully noted. 

-GR H1Hu1h 6; l:9Ql 1 Attorney General William French Smith ~ 
appointed a special Task Force on Violent Crime, co-
chaired by former Attorney General Griffin Bell and 
Illinois Governor James Thompson. That Task Force 
has submitted a set of recommendations following four 
months of hearings around the country. The recommenda-
tions developed by the Attorney General and the White 
House have been submitted to the Congress. 

Your interest in this topic is appreciated, and 
President Reagan sends his best wishes. 

AVH/NRR/AVH/--
GUN CONTROL 

Sincerely, 

Anne Higgins 
Special Assistant to the President 

and Director of Correspondence 
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