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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
i 

WASHINGTON 

BUD McFARLAN 

BOB SIMS ~ · 

TIME Intervi 

Dece~ber 21, 1983 

Attached is the edited text of Time's interview with 
the President. Larry Barrett has asked that we revieW'\ 
it and return it to him by noon Wednesday. 

In one place, Larry has edited out a Q and A in which 
the President clarifies the answer on "focus of evil", 
by indicating he would not use that term again because 
he has already made his point to the Soviets. Should 
we ask them to put that back in? 

Otherwise, the interview looks very good to me. Would 
appreciate receiving from you and changes you believe 
are necessary. 

Attachment 
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TIMEINC: NYK 

STM: /RP/ 

TO: WASHINGTON 

FOR: WWSH 

FROM: WORLD 

BY: 

SLUG: INTERVIEW 

TK: 

EOH: 

LINES: 

PAGE -1-

R10004 

MS(;: PLA 

IN: 

CLOSE: 12/23/83 

DUE: 

THE FOLLOWING STORY, SENIOR EDITED BUT UNCHECKED, ' 

IS SENT TO YOU FOR COMMENTS AND CORRECTIONS 

SENT FROM ATEX AT 19:43:32 19-DEC-83, SN: T7664. 

<FILE: CONGREGNV-BIGBOY-TME, FMT: , 

HNJ: Y 0381 LINES.> 

CONFRONTATION: REAGAN INTERVIEW CBARRETT>ALF LINE COUNT: 371 

~ AN INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN @@THERE IS 

LESS OF A DANGER TODAY THAN THERE WAS A FEW YEARS AGO/' 

THE MORNING'S BULLETIN FROM VIENNA REPORTED ANOTHER CHILL 

OF SILENCE IN THE DIMINISHING DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE U.S. AND 

THE SOVIET UNION. NEGOTIATIONS ON REDUCING CONVENTIONAL 

FORCES HAD GONE INTO RECESS WITH THE WARSAW PACT NATI.Qtll __ ? __ 

REFUSING TO SET A DATE FOR RESUMPTION OF THE TALKS. buT T~Tr~:;:;~~"""-~ r· ·~ ....,. ~.:..:..;. 
AFTERNOON IN THE OVAL OFFICE RONALD REAGAN'S MOOD WAS } 

SANGUINE, HIS BEARING CONFIDENT, AS HE DISCUSSED soy1Er:-t°J~ 
~~ERICAN RELATIONS WITH THREE VISITORS FROM : EQIT~R-
IN-CHIEF HENRY \ GRUNWALD, MANAGING EDITOR RAY CAVE Aro WHITE 

HOUSE CORRESPONDENT LAURENCE I. BARRETT. THE PRESIDE.NI WAS -;.;,;...;.;. __ _ 



SMILE, BECAUSE @<!THERE ARE A GREAT MANY MISPERCEPTIONS OUT Q) 
@}: THERE ABOUT THE SITUAT.ION NOW. AS A MATTER OF FACT, IF YOU 
....L 

! • CORRECT THE MISPERCEPTIONS, YOLl"LL HAVE AN EXCLUSIVE 

SCOOP.'' HIGHLIGHTS OF THE INTERVIEW: 1f~TER THREE 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE WITH THE SOVIETS, HAVE YOU ENCOUNTERED 

ANYTHING THAT WAS DIFFERENT FROM YOUR EXPECTATIONS? 

f{ J NO. I CAME HERE DETERMINED TO ATTEMPT TO BR I NG ABOUT A 

REDUCTION IN ARMS, AN END TO THE ARMS RACE. WELL, IT REALLY 

HADN'T BEEN AN ARMS RACE. THERE HAD ONLY BEEN A BUILDUP ON 

ONE SIDE. I ALSO WANTED TO SEE IF WE COULDN'T GET THE WORLD 

ON A PRACTICAL ROAD TO PEACE. AND I'M STILL DEDICATED TO 

THAT. I THINK THAT, CONTRARY TO SOME OF THE CRIES OF DESPAIR 

OUT THERE, THE WORLD SITUATION IS BETTER THAN IT WAS WHEN WE 

CAME HERE. 

THERE IS ONE NEW DEVELOPMENT THAT I HAVE WORRIED ABOUT FOR 

SOME TIME. THAT IS THE EXTENT, LATELY, TO WHICH MILITARY 

LEADERS IN THE SOVIET UNION ARE, APPARENTLY WITHOUT ANY 

COACHING OR BEING BRIEFED BY THE CIVILIAN PART OF 

GOVERNMENT-- AT LEAST THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF THAT-- TAKING IT 

UPON THEMSELVES TO MAKE STATEMENTS, AND RATHER BELLICOSE 
STATEMENTS. THERE HAS NOT, IN THE PAST, BEEN EVIDENCE OF TOP 

MILITARY LEADERS GOING PUBLIC WITH ATTACKS ON THE U.S. AND 

SEEMING TO ENUNCIATE POLICY ON THEIR OWN. WE HAVE TO BE 

AWARE OF THIS AND PAY A LITTLE ATTENTION TO THIS, TO SEE IF 

THEY HA~E BECOME A POWER ON THEIR OWN."!_~ HAVE YOU 

FORMED ANY IMAGE IN YOUR OWN MIND OF YOUR COUNTERPARTS OVER 

THERE~ DOES IT HELP TO TRY TO THINK OF THEM AS HUMAN BEINGS 

WI TH STRENGTHS AND .FAILINGS? <[(. ~EALL Y, YOU DEAL WI TH 

THEM AS HUMAN BEINGS. BUT YOU WERE AWARE THAT, CERTAINLY, 

THEY ARE IDEOLOGUES DEDICATED TO THE PHILOSOPHY THAT BROUGHT 
THEM INTO POWER. AS A MATTER OF FACT, WE HAVE HAD SOME 

:. :.-.-. REPORTS FROM OTHER OBSERVERS THERE AND PEOPLE FROM OTHER 

l~rac.li.ds] COUNTRIES THAT ~OVIET LEADER9 SEEM TO FEEL THAT THEY CAN 

...... }/\COMMUNICATE BETTER WITH US BECAu1: WE ARE MORE CONSISTENT. 

~BETTER THAN WI TH ,.JIMMY CARTER? ~' WELL, I WON" T 

USE ANY OTHER NAMES. BUT PREVIOUSLY THEY DIDN'T KNOW, 

REALLY, WHAT THE POLICY OF AMERICA WAS AND WHAT WE WERE 

DOING. THIS HAS BEEN RELATED TO US, AS I SAY, BY THIRD 

PARTIES. AT LEAST THEY KNOW WHERE WE STAND. ~!T HAS 

BEEN SUGGESTED, ON THE BASIS OF A STATEMENT ISSUED IN MR. 
ANDROPOV'S NAME, THAT THEY HAVE GIVEN LIP ON YOU, DECIDED 

t • 
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OF GETTING INVOLVED IN AN AMERICAN ELECTION AS THEY DID IN 

GERMANY. I WOULD HOPE, WITH THE SAME LACK OF SUCCESS • 

BUT YOU DO NOT FEEL IT HAS BECOME IMPOSSIBLE TO DO 

BUS I NESS WI TH THEM? @.: NO, I DO NOT, BECAUSE THEY HAVE 

TO LOOK REALISTICALLY AT THE ALTERNATIVE. IT WAS SUMMED UP 

IN A CARTOON THAT I LOVE TO CITE, WHEN BREZHNEV WAS 

PORTRAYED AS SAYING TO A SOVIET GENERAL, @@I LIKED THE ARMS 

RACE BETTER WHEN WE WERE THE ONLY ONES IN IT.'' WELL, THEY 

HAVE TO KNOW THAT WE ARE NOT GOING BACK TO OUR WINDOW .OF 

VULNERABILITY THAT EXISTED BEFORE WE DID OUR MILITARY 

REFURBISHING. THEY HAVE TO KNOW THAT WHATEVER THEY DO IS 

GOING TO DICTATE OUR COURSE IN THAT REGARD. AND THEY ALSO 

HAVE TO l<NOW THAT I NDUSTR I ALLY THEY CANNOT COMPETE. . 

f Q. CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT YOUR CORRESPONDENCE WITH 

ANDROPOV? w. NO. AND I WOULDN"T USE THE WORD 

@@CORRESPONDENCE,'' ALTHOUGH WE HAVE CHANNELS OPEN. THIS, 

AGAIN, IS PART OF THE MISPERCEPTION OUT THERE-- THAT, 

SOMEHOW, WE ARE INCOMMUNICADO, WE ARE NOT SPEAKING TO EACH 

OTHER. WE HAVE BEEN IN COMMUNICATION WITH THEM, AND INTEND 

TO CONTINUE. <REAGAN AT THIS POINT RECALLED HIS FIRST LETTER 

TO BREZHNEV, WRITTEN IN APRIL 1981, WHILE CONVALESCING FROM 

THE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT.> I WROTE THAT LETTER TO BREZHNEV 

IN LONGHAND AND IT WAS SENT TO HIM IN LONGHAND. I SAID TO 

HIM THAT I HAVE LONG BELIEVED THAT HIS PEOPLE AND OUR PEOPLE 

WANTED THE SAME THINGS: THAT THOSE PEOPLE OUT THERE ON THE 

STREET, IN THEIR HOMES, WANT TO RAISE THEIR FAMILIES IN 

PEACE. THEY WANT TO EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN. I SAID THAT ONLY 

GOVERNMENTS SEEM TO CAUSE WARS, WARS DO NOT COME FROM 

PEOPLE. NOW, WHETHER HE READ THAT LETTER OR NOT, I DON'T 

KNOW, AND WI LL NEVER HAVE ANY WAY OF KNOW I NG. AFTER G!U I TE A 

LONG DELAY, THE ANSWER THAT CAME TO ME WAS NOT HANDWRITTEN, 

NOR WAS IT PERSONAL. IT WAS THE USUAL RHETORIC THAT IS 

PUBLICLY EXCHANGED BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. ~WOULD 
' " YOU SEND THE SAME KI ND OF LETTER TO MR. ANDROPOV? 

~ WE HAVE TRIED TO GET THIS KIND OF CORRESPONDENCE, BUT IT HAS 

BEEN DIFFICULT. I UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION WITH THE NEW 

REGIME COMING IN AFTER THE DEATH OF BREZHNEV. §ND NOW IF 

THERE ARE HEA_LTH PROBLEMS OR WHATEVE~ l QBUT YOU DO 

J. NOT FEEL SUCH A LETTER WOULD BE APPROPRIATE AT ·THIS TIME? 

~ I FEEL A LITTLE HARD PUT BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF >t:n~cf.> 

INFORMATION AND KNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE ABOUT WHERE HE[!g IT 
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Y.OU KNEW WHERE HE WAS AND FELT YOU KNEW HOW TO REACH HIM. 

BUT WE DO HAVE CONTACTS, WE CAN GET OUR VIEWS THERE AND 

SOLICIT THEIRS. WE HAVE DISCUSSED SPECIFIC ISSUES BETWEEN 

- . OLIR TWO COUNTRIES A!f ~D SOME RESULT FROM THEM. ~WHEN 
YOU SAY, @@WHERE HE(flAS "" YOU MEAN IN THE SOVIET HIERAR~ 

rr~, ¥ESt IN- TltE MIERARCH¥. @IN OTHER WORDS, YOU - 4)( 
j__~RE NOT ABSOLLITEL Y SURE THAT HE HAS YET TOTALLY TAKEN 

CONTROL OF THINGS? /f\'I HAD A FEW MONTHS" ADVANCE 

WARNING TO GET A GOVERNMENT ORGANIZED, SO I KNOW WHAT SOME 

OF THOSE PROBLEMS ARE. t@ YOU HAVE BASED YOIJR NUCLEAR 

NEGOTIATING STRATEGY ON THE CONVICTION THAT ONCE MOSCOW WAS 

PERSUADED THAT DEPLOYMENT OF THE PERSHING II AND CRUISE 

MISSILES IN EUROPE WOULD GO AHEAD. THE SOVIETS WOULD THEN 

BARGAIN SERIOUSLY. NOW THOSE CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN MET. YET 

THE SOVIETS ARE NOT NEGOT!ArNG SERIOUSLY. HOW DO YOU 

PROPOSE TO DEAL WITH THAT? ff ISN'T IT POSSIBLE THAT 

THEY HAD EMBARKED ON A KIND OF NEGOTIATING PROCEDURE THAT 

DID NOT RESULT IN NEGOTIATING DIRECTLY WITH US, BUT WAS 

TRYING TO BRING SOME WEAKENING OF THE NATO 

ALLIANCE IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE 

INTERMEDIATE-RANGE WEAPONS THAT NATO HAD ASKED US 

·· FOR IN 1979? NOW I OFFERED WHAT I THINK WAS A VERY 

• 83 

OULD HAVE ZERO-ZERO, NO INTERMEDIATE-RANGE WEAPONS IN 

THE EUROPEAN THEATER. 

THIS THEY REJECTED OUT OF HAND, AND SO I SAID. @@ALL RIGHT. 

IF THEY ARE UNWILLING TO GO THAT FAR. THEN WE WILL MAKE A 

PROPOSAL FOR A REDUCTION TO FAIR AND EQUAL AMOUNTS ON BOTH 

SIDES AND LET THEM COME IN AND NEGOTIATE OUT. WHAT IS A 

NUMBER THAT THEY WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO?"' AND, SO FAR. THEY 

HAVE STILL KEPT TO THEIR PROGRAM: @@NO. WE MUST STOP THE 

<NATO> DEPLOYMENT."" IN OTHER WORDS. THEY BOUGHT 

OUR ZERO-ZERO PROPOSAL-- SOPCT. OF IT. ZERO FOR US. AND THEY HAD 

OVER 1. 000 WARHEADS ALREADY TA.RGETED ON WESTERN EUROPE. 

NOW THEY HAVE LEFT THE NEGOTIATIONS. I HAVE TO BELIEVE THAT 

ONCE THOSE MISSILES OF OURS ARE PUT IN PLACE AND THEY SEE 

THAT WE HAVE THE WILL TO GO FORWARD WITH THIS-- THAT THEY 

HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO SEPARATE THE ALLIANCE-- THEN. I THINK • 

THEY WILL RETURN TO THE TABLE. AND WE ARE WAITING FOR ANY 

PROPOSALS THAT THEY WANT TO MAKE. /_g,. SO YOU THIN!< THE 
I A - ---
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. /.9. YOU THINK IT WILL LEAD TO A REASONABLE DEAL WHEN? IN <:1:) 
THE NEXT YE_AR OR SO? I.a I DON"T KNOW WHAT THE TIME 
PERIOD WILL BE. BUT I DO KNOW THIS: WHEN WE CAME HERE-- YOU 

ASKED ABOUT SURPRISES-- WE WERE ALL SURPRISED. WE THOUGHT WE 

KNEW SOMETHING DURING THE CAMPAIGN OF THE SITUATION, BUT WE 

WERE STILL SURPRISED TO FIND HOW DESPERATE THE U.S. POSITION 

WAS MILITARILY. BUT WE HAVE BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN WHAT WE 

HAVE DONE. AND I THINK THIS IS WHAT BROUGHT THE SOVIETS TO 

THE TABLE IN THE FIRST PLACE. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN YEARS 

THEY HAVE SEEN THAT THE AME~~CAN PEOPLE HAVE THE WILL TO 

PROVIDE A DETERRENT FORCE. ~IN DEALING WITH THE 

SOVIETS, HAVE YOU FOUND THE WEST EUROPEAN ALLIES A HELP OR A 

HINDRANCE? LA-THEY HAVE BEEN VERY MUCH A HELP. THIS IS . 

EVIDENT IN THE INF DEPLOYMENT, THEY HAVE HELD UP 

UNDER ALL THIS PROPAGANDA. ALL THESE DEMONSTRATIONS. YES, 

'""'THE ALLIANCE IS STRONGER AND BETTER THAN IT HAS EVER BEEN. 
~ DO YOU FEEL THAT THE SOVIETS ABIDE BY THEIR TREATIES 

AND COMMITMENTS? /A THEY THEMSELVES HAVE DECLARED 
THAT PIE CRUSTS ARE MEANT TO BE BROKEN AND SO ARE TREATIES. 

NOW, I THINK THAT THIS IS ONE OF THE REASONS WHY, IF WE ARE 

TO HAVE REALLY GOOD WILL AND A TREATY OF ANY KIND, THEN THE 

ONLY WAY IS TO AVOID ANY POSSIBILITY OF SUSPICION -A~m TllAT 

IS TO HAVE LEGIT I MATE VER! FI CAT I ON. lg WHEN YOU MA[iE 

THE REMARK CONTAINING THE PHRASE @@FOCUS OF EVIL,"" WHICH 

CERTAINLY NETTLED THE SOVIETS, DID YOU FEEL THAT IT WAS 

APPROPRIATE? WOULD YOU MAKE THAT KIND OF REMARK AGAIN? NB- I THOUGHT AT THE TIME THAT THEY REALLY HAD TO KNOW · 

AND UNDERSTAND HOW WE FELT, WHAT OUR VIEWS WERE AND WHY WE 

THOUGHT IT NECESSARY TO BUILDUP OUR MILITARY DEFENSES. NO, 

I WOULD NOT SAY THINGS LIKE THAT AGAIN, EVEN AFTER SOME OF 

THE THINGS THAT HAVE BEEN DONE RECENTLY. 

IN ADDITION TO THEIR AGGRESSIVE POLICY OF WANTING TO SPREAD 

THEIR DOCTRINE THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, I BELIEVE ALSO THAT 

THERE IS A GREAT FEAR ON THEIR PART THAT THEY MUST BE 

CONSTANTLY ON GUARD AND DEFENSIVE. THIS WAS CHARACTERISTIC 

OF RUSSIA BEFORE IT WAS COMMUNIST, A SUSPICION OF NEIGHBORS. 

MAYBE IT GOES BACK TO NAPOLEON AND HIS MARCH ON MOSCOW, 

MAYBE IT GOES BACK TO OTHER THINGS OF THAT KIND. I WOULD 

LIKE TO FIND WAYS TO CONVINCE THEM THAT THERE IS NOT ANYONE 

IN THE WORLD THAT HAS AGGRESSIVE INTENT WHERE THEY ARE 

CONCERNED. CERTAINLY WE DON'T. AND WE HAVE PROOF OVER 50 
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·ONLY POWER WITH NUCLEAR WEAPONS? DID WE THREATEN THE WORLD? 

DID WE SAY TO EVERYONE, @@LAY DOWN YOUR ARMS''? 

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE THEM SEE THAT IT IS TO THEIR BEST 

INTEREST TO JOIN US IN REDUCING ARMS. WHAT MORE OF AN 

INTERNATIONAL SUPERPOWER THEY COULD BE IF IT WAS NOT ,.JUST IN 

THE MILITARY THAT THEY WERE SUPER, BUT IF THEY COULD JOIN 

THE FAMILY OF NATIONS AS TRADING PARTNERS, WORKING TOGETHER. 

AS ALL OF US ARE, FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THEIR OWN PEOPLE'S 

STANDARD OF LIVING. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT'S POSSIBLE FOR 

THEM TO SEE, BUT I THINK IT'S WORTH A TRY. (6..sPEAKING 

OF THEIR JOINING THE @@FAMILY OF NATIONS,'' DO YOU THINK 

THEY HAVE ANY USEFUL ROLE TO PLAY JOINTLY WITH US IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST? I.ft WELL, RIGHT NOW THEY ARE IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST IN ONE PLACE, AND THAT IS WHERE THERE IS TROUBLE. THAT 
HAS BEEN A TACTIC OF THEIRS: THEY DO NOT NECESSARILY START 
THE TROUBLE, BUT THEY GET IN AND STIR THE POT. THEY COULD BE 

HELPFUL IF THEY WOULD USE THEIR INFLUENCE TO PERSUADE SYRIA 

TO WITHDRAW FROM LEBANON AND LET THE LEBANESE REGA!~ CONTROL 

OF THEIR COUNTRY. ~YOU HAVE VERY CONSISTENTLY SAID 

THAT A SUMMIT MEETING NEEDS AN AGENDA, AND THAT IT SHOULD 

NOT BE EMBARKED UPON UNLESS A RESULT IS VISIBLE. BUT AS 

CONCERNS CONTINUE TO RISE ABOUT THE STRAIN BETWEEN THE U.S. 
AND THE SOVIETS, DO YOU CONCEIVE OF ANY FORM OF SUMMITRY IN 

THE NEAR TERM THAT COULD BE LESS FORMAL I ZED?~ I HAVE 
NEVER THOUGHT OF IT SO MUCH AS BEING FORMALIZED. BUT WHEN · 

ONE OF THESE THINGS TAKES PLACE, WE KNOW FROM THE PAST, THE 

HOPES OF PEOPLE WORLDWIDE ARE BROUGHT TO A HIGH LEVEL. AND 

THEN IF THERE IS NOTHING ACCOMPLISHED EXCEPT THAT YOU HAVE 

HAD A MEETING, AND NEITHER ONE OF YOU HAS ANYTHING TO SAY 

WHEN YOU LEAVE THAT MEETING, THERE IS A LETDOWN. THE . 
LETDOWN, THE DISAPPOINTMENT-- I JUST DON'T THINK THAT IS 

HEALTHY OR GOOD. BUT YOU MENTIONED ALL THE @@STRAIN.'' I 

HAVE TO SAY THAT I THINK THERE IS LESS OF A RISK AND LESS OF 

A DANGER TODAY THAN THERE WAS A FEW YEARS AGO. I THINK THAT 

THE WORLD IS SAFER AND FARTHER REMOVED FROM A POSSIBLE WAR 

THAN IT WAS SEVERAL YEARS AGO. lf3_woULD YOU TELL us 

WHY?- Lft.BECAUSE THERE WAS MORE RISK OF SOMEONE 

GAMBLING IF IT DID NOT LOOK AS IF WE COULD RETALIATE IN ANY 

EXTREMELY DAMAGING WAY. I THINK THE SOVIETS NOW UNDERSTAND 

THAT WE HAVE THE WILLPOWER TO PRESERVE THE DETERRENT, SO 

THERE IS LOGIC IN OUR TALKING. IF BOTH OF LIS WOULD SAY, 
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)TR~LF COULD BE DESTROYED. AS LONG AS WE MAINTAIN THINGS SO 

THAT NEITHER SIDE IS ABLE TO START A WAR WITH THE OTHER, WHY 
DON'T WE REDUCE OUR ARSENALS?'' AND IF WE START DOWN THAT 

ROAD OF REDUCING, FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE, WHY DON'T WE RID THE 

WORLD OF THESE WEAPONS? WHY DO WE KEEP THEM? HERE'S A WORLD 

TODAY WHOSE PRINCIPAL ARMAMENTS WOULD WIPE OUT CIVILIANS IN 

THE TENS AND HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS. LET'S GET BACK TO BEING 

CIVILIZED. 
ETX: 

EOT: 
QWQWETX 

TIMEINC NYK 

TIHEINC WSH 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE DEAVER 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN'f 

SUBJECT: Outstanding Scheduling Items 

Over the past several days, we have received a number of 
requests -- verbal and written -- from groups seeking 
Presidential interviews. There are also several items with 
press groups that have been outstanding items for a while. 
It would be helpful if we could address all of these soon in 
a group setting. 

TELEVISION 

(1) ABC - Two interview requests have recently come in: 

-- Request for Peter Jennings to have a 1-on-1 
around the time of the State of the Union, 
preferably before. Would run on World News 
Tonight. Could be spread over a couple of nights. 

-- Request for GMA interview with David Hartman 
around time of announcement. We "owe" one to GMA 
after the last interview; as you recall, that was 
never aired because of the Beirut bombing and they 
handled it in a classy way. Incidentally, RR told 
Hartman in a receiving line recently that he 
wanted to sit down with him again. 

(2) CBS - Has only one request; came in recently: 

-- "Face the Nation." They would like only an 
interview with Leslie Stahl~ have said it's 
unlikely since RR not doing Sunday shows. 

(3) NBC - Has recently come in with two requests: 

-- "Today Show" interview with Bryant Gumbal 
around time of SOTU or later. Would run as 22 
minute segment. 

-- "Nightly News" interview with Tom Brokaw, 
l-on-1, around time of SOTU. Would be broken into 
two segments of 3-4 minutes apiece shown on 
successive nights. 
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-- There is one other NBC request brewing, but it 
hasn't come to head yet. 

(4) CNN - Two ideas floating: 

-- Larry has proposed a CNN interview for January 
since we haven't done anything with them so far. 

-- "The Freeman Report" (hostess Sandi Freeman, 
one of biggest audiences on CNN) has requested a 
1-on-1 interview with RR sometime during year. 
Their twist is that during the show RR could take 
live calls from around the country. 

PRINT INTERVIEW REQUESTS 

We have several items that need attention: 

Sperling Breakfast: We have agreed to do this; need 
to work out a date. 

Knight Ridder Editors: We have agreed to do a lunch 
or major sit-down; need to work out date. 

Publishers Lunch: (Kohler group) Same as Knight 
Ridder. 

-- Business Editors Lunch: Have not resolved in 
scheduling meetings. Recommend we do. Very successful 
last year. First time these editors had been since 
Truman. 

I have asked Karna Small to review other groups so that we 
can begin to do something very desirable -- lay out a plan 
of interviews over the course of the year. 

Thanks. 

cc: Jim Baker ~ 
Mike McManus 
Larry Speakes 



MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE 

FROM: DAVE 

SUBJECT: 1984 

7 H E 'NH IT E H 0 US E 

WASHING T ON 

December 5, 1983 

DEAVER 

GERGEN 'W 
State of the Union 

The primary message, in my view, ought to be very simple: 
the state of the union is getting better and under RR's 
continued leadership, will get better still. 

A good thematic vehicle for that message is to separa~e the 
decade of the 70s from that of the 80s. In the 70s, we 
accumulated an enormous burden of problems as the result of 
failed policies that dated way back into the past. The 
economy was a mess, as inflation soared to peacetime highs, 
interest rates went through the roof, and recession followed 
upon recession with deepening intensity. Families were sent 
reeling. At the same time, American authority overseas was 
steadily declining as the Soviets and their surrogates 
expanded thei~ influence from Afghanistan to the Caribbean, 
and as the Western alliances were weakened. In short, the 
70s left us a bitter legacy. 

In the 1980s, by sharp contrast, we are no longer creating 
problems but solving the~ step-by-step. We are reversing 
the downward spiral. We set to work three years ago on the 
economy as cur first and foremost priority. Today, as the 
result of bipartisan successes in cutting taxes and reigning 
in runaway spending, we see inflation cut by two thirds and 
interest rates cut in half. We are bouncing out of 
recession and men and women are finding jobs at near record 
rates. Families are sticking together more and there is a 
renewed belief in traditional family values. Just as 
importantly, America's adversaries now see renewed strength 
and determination in the West. The deterioration in our · 
military preparedness has been halted, and we are better 
able to keep the peace today than only three years ago. 
From Central America to the Middle East, we have 
successfully demonstrated a Pew resolve. In the face of 
Soviet intimidation, we have moved forward as a n allia~ce 
with deployment o= new weapon~ that will strengthen European 
security . Today, America is not only closer to prospe rity 
but we have greatly enhanced the pro8pects f or l ong-term 
peace and freedom. 
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Sure, many daunting proble~s remain. Too many still need 
work, deficits loom large, ar~s talks are difficult, etc. 
But America can now face its future with renewed confidence 
that it can overcome the challenges before it. We have 
not just endured the difficulties of the past; we have 
prevailed. Our greatest need now is to stay on course, 
gradually, calmly, clearing away the rest of the debris of 
the 70c and building a much better world for our children 
the rest of this century. 

As we have over the past three years, we must bui~d not just 
for today but for the long-term. This Congress in 1984 has 
an opportunity -- and yes, a responsibility -- to act on 
measures that will carry us far into the future. (Succinct 
discussion follows, avoiding a long laundry list of measures 
but hitting the high spots). 

To sustain the recovery: we neeq to curtail spending 
growth, enact the line item veto, pass a balanced budget 
amendment, move toward simplified taxation, etc. 

To improve the quality of life: we need to pass 
legislation for strengthening the family, for enterprise 
zones, tuition tax credits, the environment (and education), 
etc., and we need to chart out new frontiers in space. 

To stengthen prospects for peace: we need X,Y, and z. 

Our agenda is still long, our tasks still enormous. But 
(returning to a central theme) we have already shown in 
these past few years that we now have the capacity and the 
will to make the 80s one of the most creative and memorable 
decades of the century. The pessimists are still among us, 
but they are in retreat, their numbers dwindling. 

In every difficult age, the times call forth new leadership, 
new vision, new action. In this age, we see those new 
leaders stepping forward in towns and cities across the 
nation -- the heroes that RR spoke of in his inaugural 
address who are transforming the American economy and 
restoring the American spirit. (RR might cite three - f our 
examples). It is their spirit that we celebrate as the new 
year begins, and it is to them that we must dedicate our 
efforts in Washington in ~he weeks and months ahead. 
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Notes: 

~- If RR were to cite a few stories of authentic heroes 
that he likes to talk about -- say, a volunteer leader, an 
outstanding black principal, an unusual blue collar worker 
(ethnic), a senior citizen, etc. -- that would not only make 
it a more interesting, Reaganesque speech but would also 
Craw press attention to the people. They would be good 
offsets to the Democratic attacks that are sure to come. 

We all agree that this speech should lift a piece of the 
curtain on the second term. I don't know what the 5-year 
project group is producing, but it might be helpful to see 
if they have any particular thoughts at this time. 

Now that the announcement speech seems so closely ~ied 
in time to the State of the Union, we obviously need to 
resolve how the speeches would fit together. 

Oh, yes, the State of the Union Address should be oral. 

cc: Baker 
Darman ~ 

Duberstein 
Fuller 
McManus 
Svahn 
Elliott 
Kimmett 
Oglesby 
Rollins 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 3, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM BAKER 
MIKE DEAVER 
ED MEESE 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN w 
SUBJECT: AEI Dinner this Thursday 

There is an obvious personal interest here ••• but I still 
would like to make one final appeal for the President to 
drop by the annual AEI dinner this Thursday when he returns 
from Indianapolis. 

Here are the arguments: 

RR has not attended a single one of the annual AEI 
dinners since he became President (he did attend in 1980 as 
President-elect but has only sent a tape since then) • In 
the meantime, he has attended several Heritage and Hoover 
events. 

This dinner marks AEI's 40th birthday. 

AEI has apparently contributed more people to this 
administration than any other "think tank". Among the 19 
professionals from AEI are Jeane Kirkpatrick, Arthur Burns, 
John Rogers, Jim Miller (a list is attached). 

There has been some speculation that AEI made money 
off its involvement with the private sector initiative 
study. I checked that out and found that the institute lost 
between a half million and million dollars, according to its 
records, because of the way it restructured its programs to 
accommodate the study that year. Admittedly, that episode 
left some bad feelings on each side, but I would think that 
now we ought to put that controversy behind us and concen­
trate on the good that can come from a warm relationship. 

Many thanks. 



Departures related to the Reagan Administration 

Professionals: Arthur Burns 
Murray Weidenbaum 
David Gergen 

Staff: 

Jim Miller 
Richard Erb 
John Rogers 
Roger Fontaine 
Jeff Eisenach 
Bob Helms 
Jeane Kirkpatrick 
Wayne Valis 
Pedro San Juan 
Larry Korb 
Dale Tahtinen 
Sid Moore 
Hunter Harrison 
Dodie Kazanjian 
Sid Jones 
Bud Brown 

Jean Balestrieri 
Pat Gleason 
James Waldron 
Scott Herring 
Debbie Rundell 
Anne Young 
Linda Perryman 
Winnie Peterson 
Jackie Tillman 
Lane Farrokhnia 
Victoria Bezanilla 
Ann Anderson 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 1, 1983 

JIM BAKER 
MIKE DEAVER 
LARRY SPEAKES 

DAVE GERGE~'</ 
Q & A with the White House Press Corps 

I 
-/ 

In order to maintain our commitment to an open administra­
tion and to maintain the good press relations that have 
generally characterized the last three years, it is 
essential in my opinion to have a regularized process for 
the President to answer questions of the White House press 
corps. We all agree that he did that in California with 
great success, and he has repeatedly demonstrated his 
effectiveness in these "mini" press availabilities and other 
forums while here. 

Unfortunately, we have been slipping in recent months. A 
check of the records over the past 22 weeks (since July 1), 
shows the following: 

Number of RR press "opportunities" over past 22 weeks 

full-scale press conferences 
with WH press corps 

"mini" press availabilities 
with WH press corps 

interviews with regional, 
specified press groups 

special interviews with individuals 
or press organizations 
( e • g • , NY POST) 

2 

2* 

4 

11 

(Note: This list does not include the times when RR has 
answered a couple of questions in impromptu settings) . 

I 
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As these numbers indicate, we are doing pretty well with 
scheduling outside groups and individual interviews. But I 
would urge that we return to our previous agreement to have 
regularized, frequent exposures to the general White House 
press corps. There are a variety of ways to do this, of 
course, and I would recommend we discuss them before the 
Christmas break. 

Many thanks. 

* The numbers of "minis" will increase to 3 if we do one in 
the next few days. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Nover'.\ber 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR BOB SNOW . 

FROM: Larry Speake~ 

In reviewing the press coverage of the sand-filled trucks 
here, it occurs to me that we could have done a better job 
in sharing information. 

My staff and I had difficulty getting timely and accurate 
information, due to the fact that not everyone is familiar 
with each other. I'm attaching a list of those who are 
our regular spokes~en. They are authorized to give and 
receive informat~on. 

We could have avoided delays and confusion had our off ice 
been given a heads-up in advance of the security steps 
that were taken. 

While we refer all questions concerning security to the 
Secret Service Public Affairs Office, it is always helpful 
for us to be knowledgeable with the facts at hand before 
steps of this type are taken. 

cc: John Simpson 
Robert DeProspero 
James Baker v-' 



Larry Speakes 

Peter Roussel 

Marlin Fitzwater 

Bob Sims 

Mark Weinberg 

Anson Franklin 

Kirn Hoggard 

Robin Gray 

Sheila Dixon 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 29, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD G. DARMAN 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN~ 
SUBJECT: Signing Statement on Civil Rights 

While concurring that the President ought to sign the enrolled 
bill, I seriously question the wisdom of this signing statement 
as drafted. 

Essentially, any statement we issue now ought to be positive in 
nature, putting us firmly on the side of the angels but with no 
bending on principle. We ought to be four-square for a civil 
rights commission (which is consistent with the President's 
long-held position) and we ought to be four-square for equal 
opportunity (also consistent). 

The current draft is very negative in tone and conveys the 
impression that we want to curtail the powers of the commission. 
There are two primary defects in my view: 

(1) Paragraphs 2 and 3 of page 1 revive the whole 
controversy over the President's original nominees and raises 
arguments that we did not make publicly at the time (we argued 
that our commissioners were excellent and that the President 
had the power of appointment; this draft in a convoluted way 
puts the controversy into the context of equal opportunity 
versus affirmative action). I would drop these two paragraphs 
altogether. 

If something need be said about the future course of the 
commission, I would draw from the language in Dave Stockman's 
memorandum to the President -- namely that the commission ought 
to serve as a forum for civil rights matters on terms "which do 
not automatically assume that quotas, busing, higher social 
welfare expenditures, etc., advance the interests of minorities." 
This is much firmer and more understandable than the language 
in the current draft, which can easily be construed to be 
anti-affirmative action. 

(2) The last paragraph on page 2 is also very negative 
and certainly leaves the impression that we believe the powers 
of the commission are curtailed. In fact, the Stockman memo 
says: "The basic purpose of the Commission -- to investigate, 
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study, appraise and report on discrimination -- would be 
maintained under the enrolled bill, and most of its current 
authorities would remain intact." I would have the signing 
statement say just that. 

In short, I believe that this signing statement ought to 
be an opportunity to put this controversy behind us and take 
a positive step forward in the President's commitment to 
civil rights and equal opportunity. The current draft, in 
my judgment, does not meet that goal. 

cc: ..--1im Baker 
Ed Meese 
Jack Svahn 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 21, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: DAVID R. GERGEN~ 

SUBJECT: Activities Relating to "The Day After" 

Our administration spokesmen (and women) have done a first 
rate job over the past few days in promoting your policies 
during the renewed debate over nuclear arms. With Secretary 
Shultz in the lead, they have been particularly effective in 
framing the issue (how do we prevent a nuclear holocaust?) 
and in providing the answer (support your policies of 
deterrence and arms reduction). 

Karna Small has pulled together a list of the activities we 
have undertaken with White House and NSC coordination. It 
shows that over the past 48 hours, administration spokesmen 
have: 

Appeared on 12 television shows (half national, 
half major media markets); 

Appeared on 15 radio talk shows; and, 

Written 6 op-ed pieces (including the Vice 
President's article in the NY TIMES on Monday). 

Among those who have been especially helpful, in addition to 
Secretary Shultz, have been Ken Adelman, Richard Perle and 
two women appointees -- Kathy Troia of DOD and Karna here at 
the White House. 
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For background, some items y ou may wish to review: 

Tab A 

Tab B 

Tab C 

Description of activities by administration; 

Op-eds that have appeared so far; 

Talking Points for administration spokesmen 
and briefing book for public and surrogate 
use. 

As you know, preliminary estimates indicate as many as 100 
million saw the movie and about two-thirds of them stayed on 
to watch Secretary Shultz and Viewpoint. 

. _,.--
cc: Jim Baker 

Mike Deaver 
Ed Meese 
Bud McFarlane 



ACTIVITIES REGARDING "THE DAY AFTER" 

o Talking points were developed for all Administration spokesmen 
regarding the President's policies of deterrence and arms 
control. Talking points were sent to several hundred 
Administration appointees and were distributed at a special 
briefing session for spokesmen. Talking points were also shared 
with a small number of conservative columnists. 

o A White House Digest was prepared for distribution to spokesmen 
and members of the press outlining the President's views on 
arms control, current negotiations with the Soviets and a 
series of quotes of the President on these issues over the last 
three years. Digest also sent to public calling in for information. 

o Guidance, Qs and As were developed and sent to all Base Commanders, 
defense agencies and Public Affairs Officers world-wide 
indicating the best ways to respond to the film or questions 
raised by the public or media. 

o FEMA prepared letters and a new booklet to be available 
to the public requesting information on Civil Defense. 

o Twenty volunteer telepho~e operators were brought in to 
answer questions from the public after the film Sunday night. 
(Results showed a majority favored the President's programs 
to reduce arms) . 

o A rotary hot-line was set up for Mid-level specialists at 
the Department of Defense to answer requests from local 
radio and TV talk shows after the film Sunday evening. 

o Op-ed pieces were written, signed and placed: (see attachments) 

New York Times, November 21 - the Vice President 

USA Today, November 21 - Ken Adelman 

Washington Times, November 21 ~ Kevin Hopkins 

Washington Post, November 22 - Secretary Weinberger 

Chicago Tribune, November 22 - Edward Derwinski 

New York Post, November - George Keyworth 
(note: the same piece was sent to approx imately 100 other 
smaller dailies across the country . 

o Discussions were held with ABC-TV about the "Viewpoint" prog ram 
followin g the film and it was arranged for Secretary Shult z 
to appear on the program b y remote hook-up f rom his ho me. 



o Administration spokesmen were placed on Re..dio and TV programs 
in answer to requests: 

NBC's MEET THE PRESS - Ken Adelman 

ABC's THIS WEEK - Richard Perle 

CNN EVANS & NOVAK - Richard Perle 

CBS Sunday night tietwork news - Richard Perle 

CBS Morning News Monday - Richard Perle 

CNN CROSSFIRE with Braden & Buchanan - Richard Burt 

WRC Radio - Franklin Miller (DOD) 

National Public Radio - Franklin Miller (DOD) 

National Public Radio - Karna Small 

KABC-Radio, Los Angeles - Richard Perle and John Kelley (State) 

WHDH-Radio, Boston - Ken Adelman 

WABC-TV, New York - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

KMOX-Radio, St. Louis - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

KTSA-Radio, San Antonio - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

WBBM-TV, Chicago - Richard Perle 

WLS-TV, Chicago - Richard Perle 

WGY-Radio, Schenectady - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

CNN FREEMAN REPORTS - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

CNN News - Karna Small 

KSTP-Radio, Minneapolis - John Tefft (State) 

KGNR-Radio, Sacramento - Katheryn Troia (DOD) 

WNWS-Radio, Miami - Be:r1iard Halloran (ACDA) 

KABC-TV, Los Angeles - hook-up with Richard Perle in Chicago 

KKBJ, Minnesota - Bernard Halloran (ACDA) 

KFBK-Radio, Sacramento - Karna Small 

KZZB-Radio, Beaumont, Texas - Karna Small 

WHO-Radio, Des Moines - Ke n Adelman 



o Columnists given Administration position: 

Patrick Buchanan 
Rowland Evans 
Morton Kondracke 
Allan Ryskind 
William Saf ire 
Nicholas Thimmesch 

o Outside groups had numerous activities in connection with the 
film: 

Citizens for America sent packets of talking points 
and position papers on the Administration's arms control 
efforts and deterrence strategy to their Chairmen . in each 
Congressional District where 110 press conferences were 
held Monday morning. 

High Frontier offered its own documentary to ABC affiliates 
in rebuttal to the premise of the film at least 40 
TV stations had scheduled their film. 

American Security Council alerted members about the film, 
members appeared on talk shows throughout the country. 

RNC sent out two mailings to State Chairmen and VIP list 
with talking points regarding the Administration's positions 
on deterrence and arms control; Chairmen encouraged to 
respond to invitations to talk shows and speaking appearances 
to support the President's policies. 

/ 
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through lhc film, in which a 
middle-aged farm family Mom is 
calmly making her bed while 
alomic missiles slreak across the 
Midwestern sky. As her husband lit­
erally carries her downstairs 
toward the basement, she screams 
out in piercing, breathless sobs 
that "this can't be happening ." Any­
one who has· confronted the import 
of his or her own death will recog­
ni:.:e this unparalleled fear. 

What a relief it is for the viewer, 
lhen, to wake up lhe next morning 
after seeing this program and dis­
cover that the radio disc jockey is 
'telling funny slOrics with the same 
verve he had the week before, that 
the loaster still wmks, and that cars 
urt: still traveling down the free­
way. But this relief is edged with a 
new, clinging caution . Nuclear war 
is 110 longer a faraway prospect or 
a grim st<Hislical accounting of 
millions of dei.llhs ; it is a starkly 
human horror that ends forever the 
ambivalence with which 011e might 
look upon the weapons of mass 
destru.clion. 

This is the first lesso11 propo­
nt::nls uf a stro11g defc11se must be 
prepared Lo learn in the days ahead. 
"The Day After" will deeply affect 
111a11y millions of vicwers both here 
a11d C1broaJ. Few will be ablt: cu 
watch u111110veJ as a beautiful 
you11g woman on the eve of her 
wt::dding is lri.tnsformcd inw a gro­
Lcsyue pi.trudy of life, or as an i11no­
cc11l buby is born into a Duntcan 
i11fcrno. 

The challenge for thost: who 
oppose the implicit message of this 
film - that we should disarm, uni­
laterally and at once - is not to 
deny these horrific visages, but to 
use them to further the cause of 
real, permament and livable world 
peace. In particular, "strong 
defense" advocates should avoid 
several tempting but inevitably 
counterproductive rhetoric traps: 

1. Do not rely on the film's cine­
matic weaknesses to undermine its 
credibility. 

Granted, some of the dialogue in 
the first 40 minutes is bad enough 
to make even soap opera fans 
cringe, and the plot is occasionally 
disjointed, but that is mere quib­
bling. The characters are generally 
well-realized, the acting is almost 
uniformly good, and the special 
effects are first-rate. Most impor­
tant, the movie had impact, prob­
ably more so than "Fail-Safe" and 
"The China Syndrome," which are 
better films from a technical 
standpoint. 

2. Do not criticize ABC for show­
ing the fitm. 

It is true that the movie, airing as 
it does just before the deployment 
of the Pershing Ils in Europe, 
comes at an awkward time, and its 
effect, if not intent, is blatantly 
political. But ABC actually does the 
nation a service by bringing the 
nuclear bogeyman out of the closer. 
This is the evil monster we have 
bei::n hearing so much about, and it 
is just as hideous as we expected. 
So what? If ABC suddenly dccidi::d 
not to show the film, would that 
make nuclear war any more accept­
able? Beller to know the nature of 
the beast so we can more effec­
ti vcly and more determinedly ward 
: . . , .... 

- - • - • ••'"- •M - ·;.,,..___ 

3. Do not bemoan the movie's 
political bias. 

Yes, "The Day After" does till 
leftward, and even portrays the 

United States as exploding the first 
nuclear device. It is also morally 
neutral between the free United 
States of America and the totalitar­
ian U.S.S.R. 

But after a few seconds of 
watching human beings flash-fried 
into skeletons and then vaporized, 
the viewer finds the movie's politi­
cal ornamentation irrelevant. The 
script could have included an 
unnerved American president on 
TV informing the country that the 
Soviet Union had launched an 
unprovoked nuclear first-strike on 
the United States, and it would have · 
diminished little the central point 
of the film : that nuclear war would 
be almost unbelievably horrible. 

4. Do not deny the possibility of 
nuclear war. 

Nuclear war remains extremely 
unlikely as long as che first-strike 
button is also the self-destruct but­
ton. But with large stockpiles of 
nuclear weapons extant in this 
world, one would only undermine 
his credibility - especially in the 
aftermath of this graphic film - by 
claiming that there is no possibility 
whatsoever of such a cont11ct. 
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11111.: k.i J' t're c.: Lc . I.el us il~ ::. UllH: that 
111 ..: t' 1·,:c: Lc prupu11.:J1ls g l!l exactly 
11 1 .. 11 1l1cy want : Prc :,1Je nl l<cagan 
111 11 11 nl1.t1d y dc.:l <in:,; a uniluteral 
1111.·i-.. ,r 1·r c; e1.e lfulluwi11g upun the 
( I ~; . I Lllll l\' Lll uf itl! Llf lb Warheads 
l r. 1111 l·:urupc Juri11 g rile 1970s 
1" 11i k lit .: Suv 1t:1 ,; w...:ro.: Juubling 
1l1 .:1r rn111 tltc.:..it.:r 111i ,,; ,, ili..: deploy -
1111·111 1 dllll Jll'l•lll bC S llUl LU deploy 
1l 1l' l'c 1·,.11111 ,; 11:; under ,wy circum­
:-. 1.11i-'<c. ' l l 1t: ::i ll v 1l!l s , tl1c.:rd1 y embol ­
.1 . 11.- J , L'i1l ;:,~· u ll' \Vi: :;t Be rlin li:l~ 
11 .,· ~ ,1,, ll• 11. .: ftl11 1l. '1'111; We s tcrll 
1 ... ·, 1 :. I." ~. 1.i 1'1 't·.d, ll 1c 1·t1 11 cl\ uJc.: (;1 :; 
1,, 11 1" 1111 11 ,, .111d tl1c S1 1vi els 
' ' .. 1,.11 1.I l> ) " ' t· r1 ·li111 1111 t; \\'c: ,, l t ; cr-

many. 'fl1e N A'l'O cuunt nes, fright­
ened by this onslaught and wholly 
unable to stop it by conventional 
meaHS, detonate a nudear device 
over the adv;111cing Soviet troops. 
Soviet leaders (who proved their 
paranoia, if nothing else, in the 
Kurl!an airliner massacre) retali­
ate C1gain, a!:i in the film) by 
destroying NATO headquarters 
with an atomic warhead, and then 
by launching a nuclear first-strike 
against the United States. Mutual 
annihilation follows . And it does so 
becuuse uf, rather than in spite of, 
a nuclear freeze . 

The ABC script could have been 
written just as crt!dibly that way. Or 
any number of way!:i . This very fact 
points up pl!rhaps the most impor­
tant lesson of "The Day After:" 
Pt!ace is nut an easy proces; it can­
not be evokt!d by mere protesta­
tions of "Peace!" or the incantution 
of the ~hibboleth du jour. bur must 
be produced through long, hard 
negotiation and a willingness to 
staml firm in it!:i pursuit . Most 
important, it must have as its goal 
the reduction, and ultimate 
elimination, of nuclear weapons, 
not the mere "freezing" of their 
numbef's into place. 

President Reagan has demon­
strated that he recognizes this 
reality. In November 1981, he 
offered to stop the 1983 deployment 
of Pershing and cruise missiles, 

provided the Sov1t!ts ugreed to 
move back their intermediate 
nuclear forces. In May 1982, he 
offered to destroy 2,200 strutegic 
warheads - nearly a third of the 
U.S . total - if the Soviets would do 
likewise . And in October 1982 he 
proposed an interim series of 
"nuclear build-down" proposuls for 
Europe, in which existing missiles 
would be destroyed for each new 
one deployed . 

Unfortunately, the Soviets have 
so far rejected each of these initi&-

tives, making it clear that they, and 
not the American people, have been 
the stumbling block to mutual and 
verifiable di!:iarmament. 

But this mu!:it nor lead 
Americans to become either fatal ­
istic or starry-eyed, no matter how 
depressing the freeze movement's 
latest instrumentality, nor how 
seductive the campaign's simplis­
tic promise. For it is only through 
forthright arms reduction propos­
als, carried to fruition by diligent 
and hard-nosed diplomacy, that the 
world can be made truly safe from 
the "day after." 

Would that tho!:ie who so vocifer­
ously agitate for "peace" began to 
realize this fact of political life. 
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KENNETHL.ADELMAN 
Guest columnist 

Onl)r a strong defense 
"ill deter nuclear \\'ar 

WASHINGTON - Last night 
millions of TV viewe~ saw a 
powerful ponrayal of the hor· 
rors of nuclear war . Two 
weeks ago a distinguished sci· 
entific panel again confirmed 
that nuclear war would have 
horrible. far-reaching conse­
quences. 

These are piercing remind· 
ers of the need to eliminate the 
chances of nuclear war from 
ever occurring. 

That issue concerns Presi· 
dent Reagan more deeply and 
personally than any other. As 
he has said so often: "A nuclear 
war cannot . be won and must 
never be fought ... There are 
no winners in a nuclear war -
only losers." 

A voiding war. while preserv­
ing freedom, is a tough busi· 
ness. It requires not just a com­
miunent to a strong defense 
but also serious negotiations 
and our best moral, intellectual 
and emotional resources. 

The recent dramatizations 
show the problem and the hor­
rors, but not the solution. Given 
the unimaginable tragedy if we 
fail and the demands to pre­
vent nuclear war, simple for· 
mulas gain popularity. The im· 
pulse to "freeze" nuclear weap­
ons or to unilaterally disarm 
are understandable approach­
es - they appear easy and are 
deceptively alluring. 

But a freeze or unilateral dis­
armament will not reduce the 
chances of war. They run .a 
high risk, in fact, of inviting just· 
the opposite result 

Paradoxical as it may seem, 
history has taught us that we 
must be prep-2red for war in or­
der to avoid it Strength can 

Kenneth L. Adelman is di· 
rector of the U.S. Anns Control 
and Disur rn.amertt Agency. 

and does deter aggression . 
Weakn~ is provocative. Nu­
clear deterrence and strategic 
balance are essential to keep­
ing the peace. 

Weakness not only diminish· 
es deterrence but also under­
cuts arms control. The Soviets 
are not unlike any tough negcr 
tiator. If we give them strategic 
superiority by neglecting our 
force modernization, we can­
not hope to regain parity 
through anns control. If we 
pursue necessary moderniza· 
tion programs, however, the 
Soviets will have strong incen· 
tives to negotiate for genuine 
reductions. We may still not 
succeed, but it will not be for 
lack of tr:ying. 

President ·Reagan has led 
one of the most ambitious arms 
reductions agendas ever devel· 
oped. We are seeking deep re­
ductions of at least one-third in 
strategic nuclear weapons and 
the lowest possible level of in· 
termediate-range, land-based 
nuclear forces. We are trying 
to prevent the spread of nucle-

. ar weapons and reduce the 
chances of war arising from er­
ror or miscalculation. 

Effective arms control 
promises to be a long. hard 
road. It is complicated by the 
unabated Soviet military build­
up, by differences between the 
two nations' force structures 
that are difficult to bridge, and 
by American impatience. 

But if we are patient and 
persevere, arms negotiations 
can make a key contribution to 
the bener world we all seek. 



Preserving Peace 
Through Deterrence 

By George Bush 

WASHINGT01\ - Since taking of­
fice: , I haw, tra veled to 48 states , 3 
United States territories and 47 for­
eign countrie.s. Everywhere I have 
gont , leaders and ordinary citizens 
alike have voiced one concern above 
all others : the need to avoid nuclear 
war. Our Government has set policies 
in place that, if adhered to , will keep 
such a war from ever taking place. 

For nearly 40 years - years span­
ning Republican and Democratic 
Presidencies - the United States has 
pursued a consistent, twofold pro­
gram to maintain nuclear peace. 

Our firs t aim has been effective 
deterrence. We have made certain 
that our adversaries Wlderstand that 
a nuclear strike against us or our 
allies would result in retaliation. That 
sounds chilli.pg, but by keeping our 
deterrent forces strong enough to be 
credible, we have avoided the need to 
use them. In Europe, where our 
deterrent efforts have been focused , 
there has been peace since 1945. ln 
the rest of the world, more than 100 
wars have taken place. 

Our second aim has been genuine 
arms control - a persistent, dedi­
cated effort to reach agreements with 
other nuclear powers that would con­
trol the production and testing of 
weapons . Such agreements include 
the Test Ban Treaty, signed by John 
F . Kennedy in 1963, and the Anti­
Ballistic Missile Treaty, signed by 
Richard M. Nixon in 1972. 

Throughout these almost four dec­
ades, this program has placed bur­
dens on our nation. We have had to 
spend large amoWlts of money on de­
fense , station thousands of troops far 
from home and learn to live with the 
pressures involved in maintaining 
our freedoms in the nuclear age. As 
protesters march and rally in the 
days and months ahead, we would do 
well to remember that despite its 
costs , this program has succeeded in 
keeping the peace. 

The gravest threat to this peace 
emerged in the 1970's. It was then 
that the Soviet Union embarked on an 
arms buildup so vast it lacked any 
parallel in history - a buildup that 
continues today. ln many categories 
of conventional and nuclear forces, 
the Russians have achieved superi­
ority. One such category much in the 
news is that of intermediate-range 
nuclear forces in Europe. The Rus­
sians began to deploy new and threat­
ening missiles in 1977, and today they 
have more tllan 1,000 warheads 
aimed at targets _throughout Western 
Europe. Our European allies were 
alarmed by the creation of a Soviet 
nuclear monopoly in this category of 
weapons . The deployments we are 

carrying out today, the firs t inn""-' > 
years . respond to a request from o·..: · ; 
NATO allies , to which we agret.~ :: 
197!1 . 

The Russians have threatene-:; tc 
wal\ out of the talks on intermedl c.•'=' · 
range nuclear forces , in Geneva , and 
this they may do. We would remain a t 
the table , ready and willing to negoti ­
ate seriously ; and we are certain th&; 
the Russians eventually would re­
turn. They know as well as we that n·~' ­
clear arms reduction talks must su~:­
ceed for the sake of us all, Russiari..! 
and Americans alike . 

In addition, we are engaged ir: 
three other arms negotiations wi:J, 
the Soviet Union. These cover n-u­
clear, chemical and conventional 
weapons . These are all serious negoti­
ations, to which the United States is 
committed. 

President Reagan has directed the: 
Defense Department to study the fea­
sibility of developing a strategic nu­
clear defense - .one that would de­
stroy hostile strategic nuclear mis­
siles in space. If this defense could be · 
perfected, it could help lift the 
shadow of nuclear war from every­
one. 

The President's leadership in each of 
these initiatives ts a reflection of his 
commitment to arms reductions. Some 
have voiced doubts about the Presi­
dent's commitment. I , who see him 
daily, know that it is deep, sincere and 
abiding. To this end, in 1981 we re­
moved 1,000 nuclear weapons from Eu­
rope. We have recently decided to re­
move 1,400 more tactical weapons from 
Europe in the near future. 

I believe President Reagan has the 
best chance of any recent President 
to achieve genuine arms reductions. 

My own view of war and its horrors 
first came in the pre-nuclear era. At 
the age of 19, as a torpedo-bomber 
pilot, I was shot down in the Pacific 
and was the only survivor of my 
plane's crew. That experience, vivid 
in my memory, bas been a constant 
incentive for me to do all in my power 
to see that my children and grandchil­
dren can grow up and not have to face 
the dangers of war - either as com­
batants or innocent victims. 

I am convinced, from all I have 
seen here and abroaa, that our policy 
of strength, deterrence and serious 
negotiation holds open the door to 
lasting peace. There are no "quick 
fixes" available to us . The price of 
peace and freedom includes courage 
and determination and patience. The 
American people have these qualities 
in abWldance, and I urge you to join 
us in pursuing the policies of peace 
and deterrence that have worked so 
well for so long. 



THE WHIT~ HOUSE 

WASH IN GTO N 

November 19, 1983 

Oa ve Gergen {)J] 

Mark Goode/fi;. l:J. 
MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Following our conversation prior to your departure for Japan, I became 
curious about how much unnecessary money was being spent for the .documentary 
crew employed for the trip. The figures are significant enough that I felt 
you would be interested. 

Had I been called upon to select and negotiate for a crew fully experienced 
in the type of work to be done~ the cost would have been approximately $21,200. 
As you are aware, the contract agreed upon for the assignment calls for 
payment of $125,000. (Incide~tally, the estimate is based upon employing an 
East Coast crew, and includes the increased air fares to the Orient)~ 

In additi-0n to the cost difference of more than $103,000, the production, 
identity and post-production factors previously discussed are important. 
I am aware that the organization of _this project was not left to you, but 
the result provides strong evidence of how costly it is to have inexperienced 
amateurs attempting to do the work of professionals. 

cc: James A. Baker III 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 1, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR MIKE DEAVER 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN\).~ 
SUBJECT: Follow-up on Grenada 

Since I will be out of the city on Wednesday, I wanted to 
give you a summary of ideas -- some already on the table, 
some not -- concerning our follow-up to last week: 

I. MILITARY/STUDENT EVENTS 

0 Staged Withdrawals of Forces: Most of us agree 
with Teddy White's observation this week: "If Reagan has 
the troops out of there in six weeks, he'll be a hero. If 
not, you will see the support fade." Clearly, we need a set~ . .,--­
of phased withdrawals, well publicized, the bigger the ~a 
groups the better. When units of the fleet leave, that also /~ ..• , 
ought to be done with fanfare. ~- • 

~ Students Meet with Liberating Forces: Everyone 
sees 'tfiis as a key event, and it needs to be done before RR 
leaves for the Far East. Monday is probably the best day. 
Speakers ought to include the military commander (Admiral 
Metcalf), perhaps one or two of the enlisted, one or two 
students, and the President. I see n0thing wrong with this 
being arranged as an event at the Pentagon with the students 
being invited to come and letting them pay' (a private group 
could help to sponsor those who couldn't get here on their 
own). 

3. Students Visit the Wounded: Many of the wounded 
would probably welcome a thank you visit from a student 
delegation. DOD could tell us where the wounded are, and 
appropriate visit(s) can then he set up. 
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4. Student Messages to RR: Apparently some of these 
letters and wires have been stirring. We should consider 
their publication (with the permission of the senders, of 
course) in a major publication, e.g., "People" might be 
interested in publishing photos of some of the students 
alongside a letter and possibly some memories of the events. 

5. 60 Minutes Piece: Given all the mystery that has (!;) 
surrounded the initial landing, the strategy, etc., we might 
propose to Mike Wallace that we work with him in laying out 
the full details on the" landing and securing of the island, 
making key players available, reconstructing events, 
possibly revealing some new information, etc. 

6. The Documents: Bob Sims says they may be available~ 
for public release by the end of the week. They will be · 

__>; important in bolstering the case that "we got there just in 1° ~,,,/,;,._ 
time". Recommend they be released with major briefings, ~; 
etc. (could have 1-2 selected leaks to increase impact). -~~ 

~~1 
7. The Weapons Cache: Someone familiar with the ~ '!:I 

captured weapons should determine whether they should be put 
_.., on public display. Could be a major plus. Show could start ~ 

(VO in Miami -- the Cubans there would love it -- and then come 
~ 0 0~t f to D • c . 

~ on k ~ t trif#i . l" 
1 hAVf R' 11ifll~ 8. Metcalf and the Congress: If Metcalf comes to D.C.~1-~h ofO ~ ,, ffl ~ for anything with the students, he also ought to brief µ,,u 

n fµoN1v Congressional leaders about the operation. Conceivably 
'~~ could address the Senate, though that seems an outside 

possibility. 

II. POLITICAL RECONSTRUCTION 

As Dick Darman made clear on Monday, the progress we make 
here will be terribly important. But we also have to 
recognize this must essentially be a Grenadan effort and 
that Governor General Scoon is a man of independent mind. 
Some possibilities we might explore: 

/ 

I~ 
1. Scoon to U.S. Mainland: There is talk of Scoon ~ 

coming to the U.N. If so, it would be helpful to have him ~ ~ 
speak at the General Assembly, come to Washington to see the ~ 
President, speak at the Press Club, and do some major inter- /,.Pt"' · 
views. He can be convincing on the question of restoring 
democracy. --

2. O.E.C.S. Leaders to Grenada: It would be good if 
all the leaders of the community went there together, 
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examined things, and met with Scoon and others on the : uture 
of democratic institutions in the region. It would be even 
better if their sessions there coincided with the depa j ture 
of our troops -- in effect, they would be thanking us f or 
our military help and making it clear that now the process 
of building democracy is in the hands of the people in the 
region. 

3. Restoration of the Judicial System: We are nc·w ~/ 
holding some of the radicals such as Austin. It would be f .!2· fJz/ 
reassuring to everyone if they were given demonstrably fair ~¥ 
trials. 

I don't know where things stand on a Congressional visit 
this weekend, but the designated leader of the group, Tom 
Foley, is an honorable man, and if he goes, we should work 
with him carefully before and after the trip. (I assume the 
Eastern Caribbean falls outside the scope of the Kissinger 
Commission, so there will be no visits from that"§roup.) 

III. ECONOMIC RECONSTRUCTION 

Progress on this front will also help to dramatize the 
worthy intent of the mission. Once again, the nations of 
the area will need to be prominently involved, and there is 
the difficulty that Grenada is poor for some good reasons. 
Nonetheless, these thoughts: 

1. A Seabees Project: Secretary Shultz has raised the~ 
possibility of the Army Construction Battalion going in soon ~ -
to clean up the rubble, rebuild at least one bridge, etc. t:u.1~:,Y 
Tony Motley favors this idea, and I recommend we give it v7- v" 
strong support. Shows a different, positive side of our ~#4 • 
military. 

2. Economic Assistance: Peter McPherson at 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday is holding a press conference to announce a $3 
million package of reconstruction relief that should h e lp to 
tide over the island for 3-6 months. Money comes from his 
contingency funds. Peter is also considering the 
possibility of a trip there. His efforts can be helpfu l, 
but I hope we can get the private sector even more out 
front. 

3. Business Initiatives: We should explore ways to ~~ e.,, 
get the private business involved through a variety of ( 1 .JI.' ) 
channels: Private Sector Initiatives, the Latin Ameri c an ~ /~ 
branch of the U.S. Chamber, expansive application of U .e ~ v7 1 

Caribbean Basin Initiative, etc. ~~~ 

c'Y~ 
~ 
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4. Latin American Bus i ne:s Heh : Since some of the p;# 
countries on the mainland a re much c .oser by and should be ~~/ · L 

delegations of their businessmen caroe to the general area to µ pleased with events, they could be v e ry helpful if ~ 

see what can be done for economic reconstruction. 

* * * 
Other points: 

Delegation to Europe: Some of our worst opposition is 
coming from there, and it could strengthen efforts to block 
missile deployment in the next few we eks. State/USIA ought 
to explore ways to get a delegation(s) of highly credible 
people to visit Europe and tell the story of Grenada (e.g., 
some of the students, a leader or two from the general area, 
someone off the island such as Scoon, etc.). 

Military-Press Dialogue: It would take some of the sting 
out of current bitterness if someone like Secretary 
Weinberger were to call in the heads of major press 
organizations such as ASNE for a major dialogue with him and 
military leaders on the proper role of the press in modern 
military operations_ If we approached it with an open mind 
"and were serious about it, the press would be less concerned 
about the future. Right now, there is a fear within the 
press that Grenada will serve as the model for the future, 
and some of their strong public demonstrations are designed 
to head that off. We would be a lot better off to channel 
that frustration and bitterness into constructive dialogue. 

cc: Jim Baker 
Robert McFarlane 
Richard Darman 
Craig Fuller 
Mike McManus 
Bob Sims 
Larry Speakes 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HO.USE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1983 

JAMES A. BAKER, III 
MICHAEL K. DEAVER 

PETER ROUSSE~ 

We are getting numerous questions regarding how the Lebanon 
situation will affect travel plans later this week. The tenor 
of some of the questions is: "You mean he'd go to a partisan 
political fundraiser at the same time t hese dead Marines are 
being brought home?" 

It strikes me that as a possible alternative to any 
cancellation of these events, while maintaining continuing 
Presidential involvement in the matter -- and demonstrating 
his (a) commitment to the Marines; (b) commitment to our 
presence in Lebanon; and (c) deep personal sympathy and 
gratitude to the families of the dead -- why not have him stop 
at Camp Lejeune or Dover (or wherever the bodies are being 
returned) en route to Dallas. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES BAKER 
MICHAEL DEAVER 

-
FROM: Larry Speakes ~ 

Larry Barrett has asked for another interview. Time is 
doing a cover on Lebanon this week and he and Brew would 
like to interview the President at the end of the week 
for 15 minutes. 

May immediate judgement is not to do it, but we should take 
a look at it Wednesday before giving him a final answer. 



THE: WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

October 22, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED FIELDING 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN~ 

SUBJECT: Radio Speeches and Equal Time 

I would like to request again that we get a letter out ASAP 
to all the network executives, radio and TV, about our 
interpretation of the equal time provisions. Several major 
networks such as NBC and ABC have indicated to us that they 
agree with our interpretation, but it is clear from the 
attached that not everyone has such good legal talent as we 
enjoy here. It is very important, as you know, that we keep 
as many stations on the line as possible while the radio 
series continues. 

bee: Jim Baker / . 
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, I, AP Won't Offer Reagaii BrOOdc8sts 
. ASHINGTON (UPI) - United Reagan baa been aivlnl the wbecribers &nd the AP about 1,100. 

~International and the Aaaoci- five-minute addre11e1 for more , White {louee 1pOkesman Larry 
'a~ Preas radio networks an- thanayearonsucbdivenetopiclu Speakee Aid a number of radio 

· ~ed Friday that they will stop unctions ap.inlt Poland, Illa reap- llationa bave already dropped the 
: · ~uvebroadcutaof President .poinlment of Federal _Reaerve ~ beca1.11e ot Reapn'a status 
~·· . weekly ndio tpeeebes Chairman Paul A. Volcker, budaet · ualeplcandidate. . 

. ;Jiuse ht ill a legal candidate for -fightl with the Democrata ancf a · fteapn bu not yet aid whether 
eclion. · 9e&!'Ch for a liver donor. · . be will nm for a tecond terin. But he 

· kesmeri for ABc, ·~ and The WhJte Houae aid It bu not authorised f0rmation of a r.ampiUgn 
. M ual Broadcasting Syllem Inc. been Informed offtcially of the UPI . committee Monday. lepl]y making 

how,ver, that their networltl and AP declliona, but one aide aid. him a candidate. . : 
continue to offer the mpeecbes "We would rqret It of cour1e." 
dio muons for live broadcut. : The radio networb have been • 

. baa not been doing IO. ·offering the lpeeChee to their lfflll-
1 and AP executives aid they ates and IUblcriben u ae.,an-.and 

~drop both the 'saturda)' prest- .· the Democrat. delivered them. The 
'*1al addrellell and Democratic .ctecllion on whether lo broadcut · 
· rel>oll8el that have been broadcast the. lpeeChel II then 1'> to !be 
:an>our later. but will cover both u Individual llationa. 

: ~T ~v~r~ on! d~layed ~-. ' ~ / , UPI arvea apprmlmately 1.100 

• ' .. --a... ... ~ - •. • - -- .... 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WH ITE H OU SE 

W A SHING TO N 

October 18, 1983 

JIM BAKER / 
MIKE DEAVER 

DAVE GERGEN W 

Speechwriter Meetings with the President 

When Aram Bakshian left, we stopped having the Friday 
meetings of the speechwriters wi th the President. Now 
that Ben Elliott has taken charge of that shop, I would 
like to request that we re-institute them on as many 
Fridays as possible. They made a good deal of difference 
in the quality of the writing (not to mention the morale 
of the shop) and the President seemed to enjoy them. 

Many thanks. 

cc: Fred Ryan 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 13, . 1984 

MEMORlu~DUM FOR DAVID GERGEN 

FROM: Larry Speakes ~ 

I was surprised to learn that you had assigned the 
preparation of schedule proposals for pre-Asian trip 
foreign interviews to Karna. I would like to tactfully 
reassign this to Les Janka since he, as Mort Allin's 
successor, has been working with foreign press and, 
consistent with past practices, would be the logical 
person to set up these interviews. 

Let's talk and work together on this. 

cc: James Baker v 
Les Janka 



MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
I 

October 12, 1983 

/ 
JIM BAKER ./ 
JOHN ROGERS 

DAVE GERGEN~ 
Landon Parvin 

In our discussions about Landon Parvin, I thought 
the attached should be helpful. 

cc: Dick Darman 

/ 



Production: 

Since January, 1983, Parvin has: 

o written 85 speeches, drop-by remarks, talking 
points, etc. for the PRESIDENT 

o written 11_ speeches for the FIRST LADY 

o this total of 122 to date for 1983 is considerably 
higher than theii°verage per writer of 80 (a total 
of 485 speeches, talking points, etc. written by 
the speechwriters from January, 1983 divided by 
six--the number of writers); additionally, Landon 
is the only speechwriter doing work for the First 
Lady 

Outstanding Writing 

Bundestag: 

NAACP CONVENTION 

ARMS CONTROL 

JOINT SESSION 
ON CENTRAL AMERICA 

UN SPEECH 

"if there were medals for speechwriting, 
one would be due for presentation now." 

--West German TV 

" ..• rhetorically powerful--rich and 
sensitive, defiant but also reassuring" 

--The New Republic 

"eloquent in its castigation of the 
evils of racism, sharp and clean in its 
delineation of the Reagan position on 
combatting those evils." 

--The Washington Post 

"eloquent and committed" 
--The New York Times 

" .•. a tour de force. It is difficult 
to imagine a more effective 
presentation ... (Reagan) demonstrated 
something like perfect pitch in fine 
tuning his appeal for support ••. " 

--Time 

"It was one of the best of this 
presidency, forceful yet temperate" 

--Time 

"a great speech" 
--Morton Kondracke 

" •.• some may argue (this speech) will 
be the most impressive address ever 
given at the U.N. by a President ..• " 

--Dan Rather 



BOB HOPE TRIBUTE 

GRIDIRON 

"The commander-in-chief • . . got more 
laughs than Hope." 

--Washington Post 

"Mr. Reagan was not to be outdone 
when it came to humor." 

--The New York Times 

"a self-mocking speech unmatched since 
the days of President Kennedy." 

--The New York Times 

"his prepared one-liners a big cut 
above those of other Presidents" 

--The National Review 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM BAKER 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DAVE GERGEN~ 

Inland Press,...'2sociation 

FYI: Remembering last year's flaps thought you might like 
to see that we got it done this time, largely due to Debbie 
Hutton in speaker's office. 



INLAND DAILY PRESS ASSOCIATION 
IMO NORTH LAK E SHOR E DRIVE, S UIT E 80'1-WEST , C HIC AG O , ILLINO IS, 806 11 

Mr. David Gergen 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Gergen: 

312-+4CH!30 O LD EST A N D LARG EST R EGIONAL ASS OCIATION O F DAILY NEWSPAPE~ 

October 6, 1983 

Just before I left the city a week ago I received a call 
from the office of Secretary of Defense Weinberger telling 
me that the Secretary would accept the invitation of the 
Inland Daily Press Association to speak at our October 
convention. As we talked about the Secretary's visit, it 
was immediately clear that he had accepted our invitation 
because of the efforts of you, your office and your 
associate Debbie Hutton. 

On behalf of all of my colleagues at the Inland I want to 
thank you and Debbie for making this possible. 

I should also tell you that I have written a letter to my 
good friend Mel Laird telling him about the Inland's 
pleasure at Secretary Weinberger's time with us in Chicago 
and thanking him, not only for his efforts, but for what 
I noted were the very substantial efforts of you and Debbie 
to make this possible. 

The Inland Daily Press is the largest and oldest regional 
.association of daily newspapers in the country. All of us 
are appreciative to you and Miss Hutton for putting forth 
so much time and effort to make it possible for Secretary 
Weinberger to be with us. 

Thank you again. 

JML:el 
cc: Debra Hutton 

PRESIDENT JAMES E BURGESS EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT LEE ENTERPRISES INC DAVENPORT IOWA I FIRST VICE PRESIDENT JOHN M LAVINE PUBLISHER AND EDITOR. LAVINE NEWSPAPER GROUP CHIPPEWA FALLS 
WISCONSIN/ SECOND VICE PRESIDENT. PAUL McCUE GENERAL MANAGER LINCOLN (NEBRASKA I JOURNAL AND STAR/ EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WILLIAM G BOYKIN / ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PAUL G BJORNEBERG t BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS/CHAIRMAN JOHN R NIXON PRESIDENT NIXON NEWSPAPERS INC WABASH INDIANAI VICE CHAIRMAN THE PRESIDENT. JAMES E BURGESS/ SECRETARY· scan c SCHURZ PUBLISHER AND EDITOR IN CHIEF 
BLOOMINGTON (INDIANAI HE RALD· TELEPHONE /JOHN M LAVINE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT OF INLAND/ PAUL McCUE SECOND VICE PRESIDENT OF INLAND/ JOHN H STAUFFER. SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT. STAUFFER COMMUNICATIONS 
INC TOPEKA KANSAS/ BYRON C CAMPBELL PRESIDENT NEWS AND SUN-SENTINEL CO . FT LAUDERDALE FLORIDA/ MILTON B CHILCOTT. PUBLISHER. SHERIDAN !WYOMING! PRESS/ J ROGER GRIER. VICE PRESIDENT THE 
HEARST CORPORATION ALBANY NEW YORK/NORMAN J CHRISTIANSEN PUBLISHER. WICHITA !KANSAS! EAGLE AND BEACON / THOMAS W REEVES GENERAL MANAGER CAPITAL NEWSPAPERS ALBANY NEW YORK GEORGE J 
LOCKWOOD ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR MILWAUKEE I WISCONSIN! JOURNAL/RUTH G LEHMAN VICE PRESIDENT LEHMAN NEWSPAPERS LONGMONT COLORADO 



THE WHITE HO U SE 

W ASHI NGTON 

O.ctober 11, 1983 

Dear Mr. Levine: 

Thank you for your very generous letter of 
October 6. Like you, we are delighted that 
Secretary Weinberger plans to join you at 
your coming convention. 

I continue to regret the difficulty we 
encountered last time and hope that with the 
help of strong staff members such as Debbie 
Hutton, we can continue to provide leading 
members of the administration as spokesmen 
for your events. Please let us know if we 
can do anything else to be helpful. 

With every good wish, 

Sincerely, 

))-. y~ 
David R. Gergen 

Assistant to the President 
for Communications 

Mr. John M. Levine 
President-elect 
Inland Daily Press Association 
840 North Lake Shore Drive 
Suite 802 West 
Chicago, Illinois 60611 

,/ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 27, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR: TONY DOLAN 
BEN ELLIOTT 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN~ 
SUBJECT: Heritage Foundation 

You asked for thoughts or guidance on the Heritage Foundation 
speech. In checking here (Meese, Baker, Deaver), I found a 
consensus and strong recommendation that he speak to them 
about the campaign promises of 1980 and his record of living 
up to them. It's a remarkably good story and one that if used 
in this speech should get more attention. We should not be at 
all defensive in this speech. 

It was also suggested that RR praise the contributions that 
Heritage has made, including the work during the transition 
and the follow-up report at mid-term (be careful on the 
specifics). Heritage has given the administration a great 
deal of help and support. As its 10th anniversary arrives, it 
has also become a sparkplug of the conservative movement, able 
to translate conservative theory into conservative practice. 
It is also action oriented, providing assistance to receptive 
members of Congress as well as members of the administration. 
Yet, as Ed Meese points out, there is much to be done: have to 
continue the conservative "revolution" both in thought and 
action. Still necessary to motivate both houses of Congress 
as well as the general public, and Heritage should have a 
clear, continuing role of leadership. 

Ed Meese also suggests exploring the notion that arms 
reduction is a conservative idea. We're not at the bargaining 
table to do the Soviets any favors. We're there because we're 
trying to serve our own interests -- to make America and the 
world more secure, etc. This could be fleshed out with NSC 
help. 

Ed's office is also looking to see if we can come up with an 
initiative or announcement for the evening that would be 
helpful with the conservative community. 

We definitely ought to ask for their help in getting the 
message out about the President's record and accomplishments. 

cc: Jim Baker ,,/' 
Mike Deaver 
Ed Meese 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: September 13, 19 8 3 

TO: Jim Baker 

FROM: DA VJD R. GERGEN 

FYI: [] 

LET'S DISCUSS: D 

COMMENT: 

1S~bject: Briefing for Hispanic, 
Labor, and Religious Press 

Here's a roundup of speakers for 
the 100 Hispanic, labor and religious 
editors coming in Wednesday for a 
full round of briefings. The 
briefing was originally set up to 
explain Central America policies; 
it has since been expended some by 
Karna, who has organized things 
working with Faith's office. 



PROGRAM FOR SPECIAL BRIEFING OF HISPANIC, LABOR AND RELITIOUS 
PRESS: 10:00 - 12:00 450 EOB. Wednesday, September 14, 1983 

Ed Meese - Domestic issues, economic recovery, 
family values. 

Langhorne (Tony) Motley - Central America. 

Richard (Rick) Burt - KAL 007. 

The President - Remarks, brief Q & A (10 min. total). 

Karna Small - Wrap-up before lunch. 

Otto Reich - Central America. 

Peter McPherson - Economic Development in 
Central America • . 

Elliott Abrams - Human rights and refugees. 

Reception at State Department. (John Hughes) 



" 

THE W r ITE HOUSE 

WAS,HINGTON 

September 12, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM BAKER 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN~ 
SUBJECT: Lebanon 

FYI - These random comments in USA Today (Sept. 12) are worth 
reading. While unscientific, they say a lot about current 
attitudes and understandings of our efforts in Lebanon. 



USA TODAY 9/12/83 

. . . 

MICHAEL STAPLES, 39 : KENNEBEC KIOUS, 33 
f Guidance counselor · : Engineering supervisor: 

Pad_u_cah, Ky. Davis, Ca/if. · 

BARB MATHEWS, 28 .. 
Secretary . · · 
Colymbus, Ohio 

> 

• " 

BURTON ROE, 50 • · ' 
Service station attendant 
Port Charlotte, Fla. ~ · . 

/ ., 

.· 

. ·. .... ·: ' · )-. ... . 
If the Marines remain ln rm nervous· about keeping 

Lebanon, their role needs to be the Marines in Lebanon, but 
, much more clearly defined. . we don't . really have another 

They should have the right to alternative. A withdrawal now." 
retaliate and de!end them· . would put Lebanon in an even 
selves from attack, rather than. worse ~tuation. Keeping the 
make themselves sitting ducks. Syrians from moving further 
We can't 'remain neutral in into Lebanon should \be our 
Lebanon forever. If we re- first priority. If we pulled out 
main, the Marines must be al· now, the other nations would 
I.owed to figh!_~~· probably do the same. 

The more Marines that are I see a strong 'Parallel be­
killed, the more chance- there tween the Mideast · situation 
ls of getting directly involved in and Vietnam. We went to Viet· 
a full-scale war. We should pull -nam initially to keep the peace, 
them out now before more are ' ~nd before we knew it, half of 
killed, and there Is certainly no our boys were over there bur­
doubt in my mind that there led or unaccounted for. We 
will be more casualties. I'm not should leave it to Reagan to de­
at all satisfied with how Rea· cide. He's handled the Mideast 
gan Is handling the Mideast confilct well so far. He's doing 
confiict. ' · the best he can. · 

I . 

"" \ __ 

ALGIANON JEFFERO, 28 
Student , . • -
Na.shvil~e, !enn . .. · ' , ._;--

U~. Marines should come 
. home now, while they still can. 

1 
I remember people being so 

. upset and shocked when the 
first Marine was killed In Leba· 
non. .Well, now they're not re­

~ acting to It anymore. We're get­
. ting used to it, and that's dan­
gerous. Sending them over 
there In the first place was a 

~ mistake; · · · 

ESTELLA CARDENAS, 51 
Assistant manager ' 
Detroit, Mich. . ·" ~- · : 

/ 

The Marines shouldn't have 
gone Into Lebanon In the first 
place. It's time for them to 
come home. I have a son, and I 
worry that he might be sent 
over there. What's the advan: 
tage of our staying over there? 
I don't see how It's helping us. I 
don't want to see any of our , 
boys get killed .. Enough lives 
have been wasted alreadv. 

CAROL MALLET, 23 · 
Student · 
White Plains, · N. Y. .. - · 

'· . J ' . ' 

I realize our military pres- ; 
ence Is needed in the Mideast, · - ~· 
but we have to be extremely ·'. 
cautious. rd rather see more · ·­
meaningful negotiations than . 
for us to send more troops over : 
there. The ones who are there 
already should try to hold their 
own until the violence dies 
down. After that; they should 
come home. 



THE \VHITE HOCSE 

WA Hl:" CTO :'\ 

September 12, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM BAKER 
MIKE DEAVER 
KEN DUBERSTEIN 
DICK DARMAN 
CRAIG FULLER 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN ~ 

SUBJECT: Attached Memo 

FYI - This memo from Doug Elrnets is a 
followup to our conversation of last 
Friday. 



TH E WHITE HOU S E 

WASHING T ON 

September 12, 1983 

MEM:>RANDUM FOR DAVID GERGEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECI': 

OOUGLAS EI.METS~ 

News Coverage and its Relation to the President's Job 
Approval Rating 

As you know, the public opinon polls have reflected a dip in the President's job 
approval rating for August. In light of the dip, the rise in percentages of news 
coverage devoting ti.Ire or space to foreign policy verses econanic policy appears 
directly related ·to the decline of the President's standing in the polls. 
Consistently, the ma.jor foreign policy issue in June, July and August was tension in 
Central Arrerica and the possibility of greater U.S. involverrent. 

It is worth noting that as the total percentage of coverage (rreasuring 'IV nets, 
major newspapers and magazines) went ~ for foreign policy/Central Arrerica, the 
President's rating went down~ and vice versa. 

GALLUP 

Foreign Econanic Reagan 
Policy Policy Other Approval 

JUNE 34% 13% 53% 48% 

JULY 27.8% 14.3% 57.9% 52% 

AUGUST 45.5% 17.2% 37.3% 44% 

Figures for September are unavailable at this point, but many experts feel that the 
Korean Air Lines disaster will be the biggest story of the year and will help the 
President's standing in job approval polls. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 8, 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIM BAKER 

FROM: DAVE GERGEN~ 
SUBJECT: Follow-up on Korean Airliner 

You asked for an update of activities in the future that will 
help to support the President on the airline massacre. We 
have been working with NSC, State, USIA and others in 
developing events over the past week; the ideas here flow from 
these same joint efforts. 

Aviation Measures 

(1) Government Aviation Group -- The U.S. and many other 
nations belong to the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (IACO) that is having an emergency meeting in 
Montreal on Sept. 15. Key meeting. We are looking for a 
resolution of condemnation as well as adoption of proposed 
measures to make the skies safer. U.S. expects to be repre­
sented by high-level delegation, yet unnamed. 

Recommendations: 

Name the U.S. group ASAP, have them immediately 
draw up list of chanqes needed to protect airliners. 

RR shouid meet with delegation in well-publicized 
meetings before and ~fter Montreal meeting. 

(2) Airline Pilots -- Potentially, they can impose some 
of the most important sanctions. In Europe this week, a group 
led by U.S., British and Canadian pilots called for 60-day 
boycott of flights going to Russia. They want to move 
quickly. SAS will begin boycott this Monday; British Airlines 
is polling its 5,000 pilots and looks like it may move soon, 
too. Others also moying. 
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This is a good, supportive story for RR -- witness 
its major treatment in the NY TIMES Wednesday but there is 
a strong feeling that our role in it ought to be very low key. 
If we push publicly, that could backfire. 

(3) Airline Companies -- State says they are ambivalent, 
and little can be expected from them. Apparently, they are 
reluctant to take on Aeroflot. 

Recommendation: Despite this ambivilance, 
recommend that someone high in Administration undertake quiet 
contacts to see what can be done. 

(4) Aeroflot in U.S. -- State tonight is quietly giving 
the Soviets a protest note, a legal formality that leads to 
the formal notification on Thursday that Aerof lot must close 
down its office in the U.S. (offices are in NYC and 
Washington) and personnel must leave. 

Recommendation: I have recommended to State that 
they give the Aerof lot people a date certain next week for 
closing down so that we can build press interest around a set 
event. We are also looking for ways to dramatize the order to 
close down. 

(5) International Aeroflot Operations -- As you know, 
the President is sending private letters and making some calls 
to other leaders in an effort to isolate Aeroflot. The press 
will probably judge our international success to a major 
extent by how other national governments react; already, there 
is some sense that a few -- Canada and Australia -- may be 
tough, but that Europeans mar

1 
shy away. 

Recommendation: Important that this initiative be 
pushed hard between now and he 15th when ICAO meets in 
Montreal. Our success here ill set the tenor and tone for 
Montreal. 

Reparations 

State is now prepari ng a consolidated claim on behalf of 
US families against the Soviet government. They have been in 
quiet touch with the families and may speak to some of them 
when they come to the memorial service in Washington on 
Friday. State was also planning to present the consolidated 
claim to the Soviet government on Friday. 



3 

Recommendations: It is paramount, in my view, that the 
U.S. government do everything it can to help these families -­
that's consistent with RR's pledge and with the tradition of 
working with POW families and others like them. We ought to 
be thinking very creatively in this area. Some ideas I would 
recommend: 

RR ought to be asked whether he would like to 
meet with the families when they are here this Friday. 

If RR unavailable, we ought to have someone at 
very high level -- Clark or Eagleburger -- meet with them and 
pledge that we will do everything we can. 

After meeting on Friday, recommend that the U.S. 
claim be presented to the Soviets next week (this is strictly 
a press consideration; we ought to separate out the stories) . 

We also ought to be seriously exploring question 
of having a very high level lawyer or jurist (e.g., Clark 
Clifford or Potter Stewart type) who can represent these 
families in various international tribunals. Could clearly be 
done pro bona, would help to provide them with the best 
counsel in the world, and would establish yet another voice to 
assert the case for justice. 

I am concerned whether we are in fact doing enough 
on behalf of the families. 

International Diplomacy 

In addition to the items above, here are some key markers 
for the weeks ahead: 

Madrid: As expected, news attention has temporarily 
shifted there for Shultz-Gromyko talk today. Will be key 
story. Shultz is dropping hints that if un- satisfactory, he 
may drop meeting with Gromyko at U.N. this September. Other 
foreign ministers there may also condemn. 

United Nations: The U.S. is now working out language for 
a resolution that will be introduced Thursday or Friday, vote 
expected Friday or over the weekend. Jeane has been working 
hard to fashion resolution that will win 9 votes, forcing a 
Soviet veto. (Aside from the diplomacy, she deserves high 
marks for her public presentations; both at the U.N. and on 
Nightline Wednesday, she was outstanding). 

Following up the Security Council session, the U.S. 
will try to get the issue on the agenda in the General 
Assembly, which opens on Sept. 22. There is apparently a 
consensus at State that unlike the Security Council, we can 
win in the Assembly. Note that Shultz is going to be at the 
U.N. for a number of days in late September and will make a 
major speech there on Sept. 26th -- a big opportunity. 
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Other Forums: State has been surveying other interna­
tional forums that are corning up. U.S. Representatives are 
to raise this issue front and center in almost every one from 
large to small (E.G., International Tourism Organization 
meeting in New Delhi in early October) . 

Evidence 

There continues to be a great deal of press interest in 
intelligence reports on what actually happened. We have been 
trying to cool down all the debates in the White House and 
State briefing rooms. But in the meantime, I urge that 
someone be designated to comb thru all the evidence from a 
public affairs standpoint to assess how to handle from here on 
out (bits and pieces will continue to dribble out from unnamed 
sources, and we ought to have a plan for dealing with them). 

Other International Activity 

USIA under Charlie Wick has a very energetic program 
underway; have not tried to describe it here. We do want a 
Presidential radio speech bolstering VOA. 

Other Domestic Steps 

(1) Congress 
-- Congress ought to be encouraged to act 

immediately on RR's call for a joint resolution of 
condemnation. Get it next week. 

-- As preparation for that, recommend that 
high-level administration briefing be conducted for members 
this Monday, complete with playing of the tape (have asked 
USIA to prepare dubs of tape). 

-- Would urge that hearings also be held there on 
question of international aviation safety, calling in pilots 
and others. Could be good preparation for Montreal meeting of 
International Civil Aviation Organization. 

(2) Administration Spokesmen 
-- We have a very active program underway to place 

key surrogates on TV shows, radio call-in shows. Shultz, 
Kirkpatrick, Eagleburger, Burt have all been highly effective. 
(Preparing a list for you of these appearances) • 

Talking points distributed to all surrogates. 
Briefing of administration surrogates scheduled 

this Friday. We will try to place them in different forums. 
Recommend that other "friends" of the administra­

tion -- key foreign policy and defense people like Don 
Rurnsfeld -- be briefed by NSC/State. Can also be effective 
spokesmen. 
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(3) Other Press Activity 
RR has a busy schedule of press activity in 

coming days. Can keep world informed. 
Mike Deaver and others are working on getting out 

a definitive story on RR's leadership during this period. 
we have some major press groups coming in from 

outside Washington this month (e.g., some 250 ethnic, minority 
and labor publications coming next week) • Laying on special 
briefings for them on this subject. 

-- Customary mailers also going out to press around 
country. 

(4) Outside Efforts 
-- Recommend that effort be made by Whittlesey shop 

to get outside groups to adopt resolutions, buy ads, etc. in 
support of President's efforts. 

-- Recommend that a friendly group get out a film 
ASAP that can be distributed around the country to various 
groups, incorporating portions of RR's address, remarks, etc., 
the videotape of the pilots, etc. Can have a reverberation 
effect in many local communities. Rollins should be able to 
get this started. 

-- The question has been raised whether Korea might 
not take out ads every day for 269 days, showing each day 
another victim with a little biographical material, saying 
"Remember" in headline and quoting RR from speech: "This is a 
crime against humanity we can never forget ..• " "Remember the 
Lusitania" -- that was deeply etched in the American psyche; 
memories need to be built here, too. 

-- Recommend we also establish information center in 
administration on what private groups are doing in protest 
(e.g., cancelling visits to Soviet Union). Can then help to 
get word out to others. 

It is clear that future interest in this subject will 
depend in very large measure on what steps are taken by others 
(e.g., foreign nations, pilots, etc.) and any additional 
policy steps by the U.S. Press interest will last so long as 
there continues to be some action and controversy. We need to 
be pressing on many fronts. 

For quick reference, I am attaching a summary calendar of 
key events that are coming up. 



September 7, 1983 

Current News Calender on Airliner 

Thursday, Sept. 8 

- Shultz - Gromyko in Madrid 
- U.S. orders Aeroflot to close offices, leave country. 
- Resolution of condemnation debated in U.N. 

Friday, Sept. 9 

RR attends memorial services 
U.S. representatives meet with families of victims in 
Washington (high-level participation) 

- Debate continues in U.N. Security Council 

Saturday, Sept 10 

- Possible vote in U.N. Security Council 

Monday, Sept. 12 

- SAS begins 60-day boycott of its flights to USSR; 
others may JOin 

- Briefing of Congress by Administration 

Tuesday, Sept. 13 - Thursday, Sept. 15 

- Aerof lot representatives kicked out of US 
- US presents reparation claim to Soviets 
- Congress passes resolution of condemnation 
- RR meets with U.S. aviation delegation before it 

goes to Montreal 
- Emergency meeting of ICAO in Montreal, begins on 

Thursday; considers condemnation and steps to 
improve international safety 

Thursday, Sept. 22 

- U.N. General Assembly convenes in NYC 

Monday, Sept. 26 

- Shultz addresses U.N. General Assembly 

Tuesday, Sept. 27 

- Shultz tentatively scheduled for another meeting 
with Gromyko 



White House News Summary 
---------~L~o~sJ.A~n~g~e::!:l.§e~s~T~m!i· ~lfPl'C)h :T: Wednesday, September 7, 1983 

Reagan Backed :.d•u•dfromF1 ... !:'"g. :-emiigressmen 
tion underscores that increasingly ·o·-n Pia·. n ... ·e s· tan· d. American security, a threat that th_e world is a less safe place to live, 

must be countered with increased wtth1 problems in Lebanon. in Cen­
U.S. military mighL tral America and Asia. And the • • ~ . ..r • 

Public, Coiigr~ Strongly 
Support Moderate Policy 

By JACK NELSON . 
Times Washington Bureau Chief 

Vf ~HINGTON-President Rea-
gan s firm but restrained reaction to 
the Soviet Union over its downing 
~fa South Korean commercial air­
lin~r. has apparenUy won him new 
~litical leverage in Congress-and 
wt th the American people as well. 
'-· · Ne~ de:"'elopments could change 
the situation, but thus ;far . Demo- . 
crats. and RepublicanSt alike are · 
echoing. the PresidenCs outrage and 
supporting his moderate response 
And for at least the immediat~ 
future, that means Reagan is in a . 
stronger position to push for ap­
proval of the MX missile and other -
elements in his 'def~nse buildup, as 
well as for congressional.rejection of 
the nuclear freeze idea. . · 
· . ~e· d~~ction of an unarmed 
etvih~ a.irliner-which remains ai­
m~ incomprehensible to most peo-

. pie 1!1 ~!!_West-coupled with Mos­
cow s lf!1tial denials, lend weight to 
Re~ s contention that the Soviet 
Uruon· remains a serious threat to 

PlffH see ~~PPORT, P•ie 6 

And the President can be counted uncertainty and fear that breeds 
on to make that point when Con- never works to the benefit of the 
gress renews its deliberations on incumbent. · 
defense spending later this month. "A second point to keep in mind is 

Reagan's advisers also believe don't rush to judgment on this 
that his moderate stance has helped . incident or any other," said Hart, 
ease a political problem that has who currently polls for former Vice 
pla~ed him since -the. 1980 presi- President Walter F. Mondale, the 
dent1al campaign: A perception at leading candidate for the Democrat­
home and abroad that he is a ic presidential nomination. "We will 
saber-rattling <µ)ti-Communist who return one way or the other to the 
might lead the country into war. fundamentals of foreign policy: 

If there is any down-side to the What must we do to protect our 
immediate political fallout over national interest, and what can we 
Reagan's handling of the incident, it ~o to make the world a safer place to 
c?mes ~rom the Republi~an Party's hve-and Ronald Reagan will have 
nght wing, which has bjtterly Criti- to deal w:Uh those fundamentals in 
cized him for being too s0ft on the 1984." · · :· 
Soviets and denounced hiin for not The fact that some of the circum-
imposing.· harsh sanctions 'against · stances surrounding the Soviets' 
Moscow. But even that criticism shooting· of the Korean airliner are 
works to Reagan's· advantage to far from _<ilear raises the possibility 
son:ie extent. most political analystS . that the United States could yet be 
beheve, because it reassures moder- · embarrassed by the incident. 
ate _vote.rs generally that Reagan, . . Even -Reagan-' s ·own pollster, 
for all his harsh anti·-Soviet rheto- Richard Wirthlin, who believes the 
ric, wilishun ~mism. in a crjsiS', · · President )las helped himself with 

· ·, - · • . ''.'"'-t ~ -~ . , ,,;;. -': · · the -qa,ndling of the· s~tuatioil;-r~u·~· 
'Soine·Political Discomfort' . tions that "a lot of things are not 

· "The rightwing won'fbe satisifed clear yet.... .· · · · , .- . 
regardless of what he does short of "We don't know what the even-
harsh sanctions and that causes tual response of the Soviets will be 
some political discomfort," said one or how the !Juropeans will interpret 
Reagan adviser:. who declined to be the action or counteraction we are 
identified. "On the other hand," he suggesting," Wirthlin said "But the 
said, . "to the· extent that the Presi:..: President now has . some political 
dent is viewed as responding in a options and leverage 'that he didn 't 
calm, reasoned but forceful manner; have before. How that works out 
he will be helped politically because next year is still open." . · ' 

· politics is still fought not . on the- Democratic leaders in Congress, 
extreme endS of the -· ideological as well as Republicans, have praised 
Spectrum but in the middle ground:'.' Reagan for ·his restraint, although 

While observers in both. parties some of them actually think his 
generally agree that Reagan will response was too mild.· 
reap short-term' political benefits ·senate Minority Leader Robert 
from the. incident and his handling Byrd (D-W~Va. ) said Reagan was 

· of it, some · point' out that Ure , "tough· in tone but restrained in 
long-term impact is far from· clear : action." Byrd, who said he generally 
and could even· present probtems for supported the President, added, "I 
the .President. , · would have· hoped the President 

Democratic pollster Peter Hart. would have · suspended ·the grain 
for exa:mple, said, "The Soviet ac- Please see SUPPORT, Page 7 

.. . 

~µpPORT: Reagan · 
I 

COat,tnaed from 6th Pare 

deal .at least until the-Soviets admit­
ted shooting down the airliner and 
said they were willing to compen,. · 
sate the families of the victims.", .. 

. . A Democratic Party official: who 
declined to be identified,.said, "Most 
people were pleasantly · surprised 
that the President didn't rattle a 
saber. I think he did help himself 
politically by not embarrassing the 
country with measures that might 
be construed as extreme." 

. Reagan himself. was reported to 
~ extre~ely pleased with the pub- . 
li<: reaction to his speech Monday 
night, and the only sour note, from , 
the White House perspective, came 
from the far right . 

White House officials said Tues­
day •that they are being bombarded 
with critical calls, which they said 
appear to have been stimulated by 
conservative organizations. None­
theless, most ·analysts here were 
inclined to discount criticism from · 
the right as a political problem for 
Reagan. . 
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Prudently, Reagan refuses 
-to rise to Moscow's bait 

I , 

The most important question, and 
the most frightening, is who was in 
charge? · 

•Was it a political decision? Did 
Yuri· Andropov personally order that 
Korean Air Lines Flight 007 be shot 
down? Given 21/2 hours' tracking, in-. 
stant communications, a rigidly au­
thoritarian state and ·the fact that the 
ldlling of 269 innocent men, women 
and children - including 61 Aineri· 
cans - inevitably would have major 
international political impact, that 
possibility cannot be discounted. 

• Did . high-level Soviet military 
commanders make the decision in con­
scious independence of Mr. Andropov 
and the political leadership of the So­
viet Union.? In defiance? 

• Did middle-level Soviet military 
commanders, acting on the bas•s of an 
established procedure, secret but se­
cure, order the liner shot .down in 
confidence that they were unassail· 
ably protected from disapproval by bu­
reaucratic policy? 

If it was a case of middle-level rou­
tine, the same echelon of Soviet com· 
inanders then must appear capable of 
beginning World Wa:r: III . . If it was 
high-level military defiance of politi· 
cal authority, the Soviet Union's real, 
global life-or-death power is clearly in· 
the hands of the military, not of those 
leaders, including Mr. Andropov, who 
are responsible - or appear, to be 
responsible - for negotiating arms- . 
control agreements and other matters 
of consequence to every -living ~uman. 

If Mr. Andropov did it - whether to 
• offset domestic opposition by. hard-lin· 

ers including military brass or as an 
act of exemplary_ barbarism - then 
the challenge of dealing with him ·and 
his emissar1es on any international 

~ negotiation becomes a very different 
one from that which ·has .· recently 
emerged among Am,erican and Europ~ 
an politicians and diplomats. 

There is no indication and less rea­
son for hope that the Soviet govern­
ment has any interest in clarifying the 
details of what President Reagan 
branded Monday night as "the Korean 
airline massacre." It poes not take 

more than a moment's thought ·to con­
clude what would happen if the inci· 
dent had been caused by any political-
ly accountable nation. Inquiry would 
be swift. ·Responsibilty would be made 
clear. Instead, daily the Soviet govern­
ment digs itself deeper into •a mire of 
incredibility and arrogance. The Sovi-
et government's belated and tortuous 
concession yesterday that :-its pl_ane. 
had shot down Flight 007 did nothing 

"1He s~ 
fc/lt; ~e. 

-~f /#t/~{ 
//J I 

more than deepen that mire. 
- As Moscow .continues that course, Letters to 

prudent , people, whether in Washing-
ton or Gdansk, Peking or Lisbon, Bue- ' 
nos Aires or, most important, Moscow, 
must more deeply conclude that at the 
level of actual control of Soviet policy 
there is no limit on the degree of 

E 
barbarity that is acceptable if it has To the Editor: 
political usefulness or convenience. · As-a graduate of th 

M R • M d am very obviously di r. . eagan s response on ay with the decision t~ 
. night was measured prudently. From males to enter Cer 
the left and right, calls for retribution School. 
are sounCiing. Every significant addi- My general objectio 
tional sanction the United States could struction of.the gerier 

· impose, as Mr. Reagan argued, could the uniquel_y separat 
directly damage . U.S. interests or the . The separatton of the 
long-range hopes for a more peaceful . ~s a chance to / 'find 

·d Id Th h l" .. ma very developmeL an secu_re wor . . e ard· me anti· our teenagerism. Ce 
commumst stayed his hand far short male distraction c 
of the · sanctions his predecessor or- proven costly in th1 
dered in response to the invasion of sense by shying awai 
Afghanistan. ies - a ·very possiblf 

Mr. Reagan , has been presented. of this decision. A_lsr 
with a historic, grisly .and unwanted .-was the camara~erie 
opportunity to let the Soviet -Union ~losen_ess - wtthoui 

. . 1mposmg·'female aro 
demo~trate Its moral character to an certainly, it seem 
attentive world. Its murderous act and disparate ·academic ~ 
its continuing incredible rationaliza- ist between the St 

tion of it more persuasively makes the right path would ix 
case against sentimentality about so- . the standards of t~e I 
cialist totalitarianism than all possible High School for Girl~ 
oratory that could be brought to bear. ble, co-equal 'levels 

Wh dd . . 1 f . Central. 
at ever a ltlona acts or m- "DA vm R. 

sights may emerge from intelligence Philadelphia. 
sources o.r from the' Kremlin, it is clear 
that today the world seems a more Sh II 
perilous place than it did before Flight a OW 
007 took 269 innocents to their graves. 
Mr. Reagan's response could not sub­
due that sense of peril, but it very well 
could have increased it. Prudently, he 
did not rise to that dramatically invit· 
ing bait. 

To the Editor: 

:·Does this ·have.to happen? 

I am stunned by 
and rather pathetic 
Inquirer in regard 1 
Girls High, as expr1 
editorial of Sept.' 1. . 
of Girls High and c 
tber. taught at Cen 
fend the right , at 
cost, of a girl to attt 
a boy to go to Cen 

The Inquirer sa) 
tion of the sexes · 
tory when it is th• 
that actually gave s 
freedom of choice 
and the freedom to 
the city's best hif 

Three neurosurgeons operated on . 
Kiko Bejines last Friday afternoon at 
the Los Angeles County-USC Medical 
r.,,nt i:>r Thev removed oart of his brain 

fighters have ended up with their 
brains addled, but studies have shown 
that more than half do. "The most 
predictable and p~rmanent reward" of 
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/ .. . 
·· From Lies to ·Rerhedies 

/ nie Soviet leaders have managed to tum one 
night of reckless aerial murder into a prolonged a.rid 
ugly flight from responsibility. They are conceding 
facts that they have known for days only as the evi­
dence shoots down their original lies. They will re­
gret this tlestruction of their new leader's credibil- · 
lty even more than they undoubtedly regret their air 
force's stupidity. They should quit trying to justify 
the unjustifiable and purge their coosciences in­
stead by joining other nations In constructive 
remedial action. 

And President Reagan, having shrewdly and 
moderately made his point, should quit while he's 
ahead. The Russians made a grievous mistake that 
they found too humiliating to confess. But they do 
not routinely massacre innocent travelers. They 
compounded the error with denials and counter­
Charges that they have been unable to sustain. But lf 
not browbeaten mercilessly they will recognize the 
Importance of safe transit and of channels of reli­
able communication with American leaders . . 

• 
There is obviously no moral symmetry in the 

present arguments of the two superpowers. But 
they do have to reach a reciprocal restraint in .the 
evolving pz:_opaganda war. . _ 

The Soviet Un1on owes itself and the world a 
burst of candor that can lead to agreements that 
make its aerial security consistent with safe inter- -
national aviation. To proclaim a "right" ·to shoot 
dowp suspicious planes does not make it right to d~ 

, 
. I 

• ' .:_ I 

so. The tragic consequences of a paranoid fear of 
border violations hardly justify making the Soviet 

. people more paranoid. Surely, for the most self-ln­
terestedreasons, the men In the Kremlin will even­
tually want to take measures that can prevent such 
cruel attacks in the future. · 
_ That is why Mr. Reagan Is right to seek interna­
tional rather than merely American protests and 
countermeasures. That is why he is right to confine · 
his measures mostly to.the realm of aviation. 

The technology that exposed so much of the 
truth after the fact · can be harnessed .to prevent 
comparable tragedy in the future. New rules for 
handling off-course planes are obvfously neecied. 

· 'So are newrules of engagement inside the Soviet Air 
Force. 1 

• .-

But sanctions alone will not make the Russians . 
change their rules. They need to be accompanied by 
mtenslve diplomacy in which other nations seek 
benefit rather than triumph. ' · .. . 

The United States, having spearheaded the 
· quest for truth, now owes itself and the world a ma­

ture digestion of the facts. This tragic episode does 
not prove the perfidy of every Soviet deed any more · 
than it proves the validity of every American action 
or aims program. . . , 

What has been so admirable about President 
Reagan's performance so far Is his insistence on ar­
guing from the evidence and tailoring his actions to 
the problem at issue. He, too, commands awesome 
power that can be tragically misapplied. He, too, 
leads a falli_ble people, not a moral crusade. 

• j 

The Citizen .Astroni=111·t~ .. -
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R1EVI1EW & OUTLOOlK 

Mixed Message 
i. friend called Monday night to 

ask what President Reagan had said 
in his speech about the shooting down 
of Korean Air Lines Flight 007. We 
couldn't tell him. Sure, the familiar 
rhetoric was there-the Soviet "mas­
sac"re" of "innocent men, wom~n and 
children," a "crime against human­
ity." And, as we had been led to ex­
pect by administration officials over 
the long weekend, our immediate re­
taliatory actions would be moderate. 

What stuck In our minds was the 
con-trast between the president's re­
marks from the Oval Office and the 
piercing questions he raised Friday 
standing on an airport tarmac in front 
of Air Force One about to return from 
California. He had asked, "What can 
we think of a regime that so broadly 
trumpets its vision of peace and 
global disarmament and yet so cal­
lously and quickly commits a terrorist 
act to sacrifice the lives of innocent 
human beings? 

"\\.'hat can be said," Mr. Reagan 
asked, "about Soviet credibility when 
they so flagrantly lie about such a hei­
nous act? What can be the scope of 
legitimate mutual discourse with a 
state whose values permit such atroci­
ties? And what are we to make of a 
regime which establishes one set of 
standards for itself and another for 
the rest of humankind?" 

Those certainly are the crucial 
questions raised by the downing of 

.Flight 007, finally admitted by the So­
viets yesterday after days of lies. 
They are also the same questions 
raised by the continued use of Soviet 
"yellow rain" In Asia and the gassing 
of Afghans. These crimes against hu­
manity and cynical violations of inter­
national treaties and customs say all 

we need to know about the character 
of Soviet leadership. 

Somehow, in the president's formal 
speech, that lesson was lost. Listeners . 
were left with a feeling of dissonance 
and confusion between the harsh rhet­
oric and modest actions. What other 
message can they get when the presi­
dent concludes his speech by announc· 
ing that Paul Nitze is returning to Ge­
neva to continue .arms negotiations 
with the same Soviet leadership that 
thinks nothing of shooting down un-
armed civilian aircraft? -

This is not to say the president 
needed to announce a long list of im­
mediate sanctions against the Krem­
lin; we have no sanctions that would 
bring back the lives of the passengers 
on Flight 007. The point is what the 
shooting of civilian aircraft says about 
the character of the Soviet leadership, 
and what this says about the pros­
pects of dealing with them on arms 
control or any other issues. Curiously, 
the point seemed less clear to the 
president than to some normally more 
dovish Democratic senators. Sen. 
Christopher Dodd said the incident 
was a "grim reminder to the world of 
the kind of heinous and outrageous be- · 
havior of which the Soviets are capa· 
ble." Sen. Patrick Leahy said these 
actions "make it impossible to go for­
ward with decent arms control." Sen. 
Paul Sarbanes said the downing of the 
plane "will have a marked effect on 
the way one approaches the relation­
ship." 

That is the point precisely, because 
the incident makes so clear the nature 
of Soviet values and Soviet duplicity. 
Its lesson is the need to reassess the 
entire range of our dealings with 
them. 

Holding the Center 
Heavy gunfire is scarring Beirut 

yet again, and two more U.S. Marines 
died Monday night in a barrage of 
rockets and mortar shells fired from a 
Shiite Moslem neighborhood. The 
American, French and British peace· 
keeping fore Is returning fire from 
leftist Syrian-backed militiamen. We 
think back to when thwsraelis were 
camped at the outskirts of the city; 
hesitating to roll in and clean out the 
PLO. And we can see that the current 
mount l111: disorder could have been 
predicted , and Indeed was foretold. 

\ \'ht-n UM' lsrnctl Deff"nse Force 
t rt r Into ~ last 

ln lsntl :i rJ:'Ued that the 
all~ 

killed asked President Reagan in a 
televised phone call whether it was 
possible to find a way to pull the Ma­
rines out. This grieving father' is not 
the only one asking the question. Peo­
ple wanted to believe the Reagan ad­
ministration when it said we needed 
American soldiers in Lebanon for pea­
cekeeping but had no expectation of 
their being 'shot up. Such a statement 
is implausible on its face, of course: 
If there is really and truly no expecta­
tion of a fight, you do not need sol­
diers at all. 

THE WALL STR: 

Thinl 
Thin~ 
Over 

--By Vermont 

Politics '84 
It's an old story, so 

used it before. It's abou 
up for reelection who n 
the courthouse steps. 

After inquiry about ti 
dren, the congressman 
on the support of his o 

"Don't know about 
farmer. 

"What!" exclaims 
"Didn't I get your bo_y 
Didn't I get you that e 
ment? Didn't I get yo 
after the tornado blew 

"Yep," replies the : 
have you done for me 

This durable political 
mind as we pass Labor 
the 1984 presidential 
twelvemonth's time it '\\ 
by then both parties wf 
candidates. But alrea 
jockeying for position , 
laying their bets. 

The Republicans ar1 
who will carry their col 
or other acts of God to , 
will be Ronald Reagan 
all those "will he or w1 
ter all, newspaper folk 
write about. 

Mr. Reagan, like al 
reelection to vindicate 
doesn't a legend mak1 

· strongly in his view 
would hate to see It 
might well be under ar 
much less a Democra1 
gaIJ enjoys the White I 
to watch closely are 
tins. 

* * 
With the Democrau 

have neither a prograi 
give them one. Betwili 
they'll be fighting as n 
as with the Republic. 

Moreover. the Di 
more be playing und1 
rules, not those that E 
Govern or Jimmy C 
posed to concentrate 
between March and 
will be on a winner·u 
gates, not proportl1 
Party "pros," such 
state officials, are 
more representation. ' 
ateurs is to be cut. 

Naturally all this 
always with Democr 
balking. Iowa and Ne 
ample, object to th 
them for picking dele 
brewing on how man: 
the convention " uncot 
dldate. And so It go 

Personally, havin 
where '84 may be my 
I'd like to Stt one , 
setUed before the o 

h more lntr 
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Kremlin Gyrations . 

~ ... 
::. The Soviet Union has at last admitted that one stake" in carrying out a military lnission. 
of its fighter-interceptor planes "stopped" (i.e., Then, yesterday, as the world listened to damn-
sbot down) a Korean civilian airliner that had ing tapes of Soviet aircraft conversations, Tass 
strayed over Soviet territory. Before the Kremlin came fairly clean: "Since ... the intruder plane did . 
could bring itse1f to acknowledge this heinous fact not obey the demand to fly to a Soviet airfield and 
to its own people, it made itself ludicrous to a well- tried to evade pursuit, the interceptor-fighter 
informed world through a series of lies, distor- plane of the anti-aircraft defenses fulfulled the or-
tjo~, ob_fuscations and tendentious bl?~~f..9_int.~~--· der of tq~-ti.~11nafiapost to stop the flight." 

. . ...... ,, i 1 as yet to apologize for the ...,----Although the Kremlin thus conceded that it de-
peath of the 269 passengers aboard, contending in- stroyed rather than assisted the off-<:ourse airlin-
slead that responsibility for the tragedy "rests er, it may find it hard to apologize. Anthony Barbi-
wholly and fully" with the United States. eri, Jr., . Moscow correspondent of The Sun, 
: : Last Thursday, Tass said only that its military ascribes this to "the almost pathological inability 
aµ.craft "tried to give assistance" to an unidenti- of any Soviet leadership to adinit error to the 
fjed plane that "continued its flight in the direction world." Instead, Soviet propagandists rely on the 
of the Sea of Japan." The next day the Soviet news contradictory canards that the Korean plane was 
a'gency allowed that "warning shots and tracer on a U.S. spy mission or was led to its demise by a 
shells" were fired as the plane "left the limits of Reagan regime intent on smearing the Soviet 
S:OViet airspace." By Saturday Tass was condemn- Union. The Kremlin wants the Soviet peoples to 
iDg White House allegations that the Soviet gov- believe such fairy tales even though it knows the 
ernment was "guilty of loss of life," thus hinting rest of the world will nol 
that something terrible had happened to a missing President Reagan has presented the case 
South Korean airliner. On Sunday, a Soviet general against Moscow with skill and deliberation. He 
implied that the ill-fated Boeing 747, despite its would be wise, for the moment, to let other nations 
distinctive silhouette, could have been mistaken sort out the facts, examine unanswered questions 
for a U.S. RC-135 reconnaissance plane. The next and then come to their own con_clusions about the 
day Tass accused Washington of "Hitlerite" tactics na ure of the Soviet state. orld ORinion is of 
by -putting "the lives of numerous people. . .at greater importance than punitive sanctions. 

Worst Drought in Memory 
It is the grimmest year in memory for many 

Maryland farmers as the drought wears on. This 
- ·- •;- '-"'- --- • ._ _ _. - t- -• -i ... -- .-'!!Jl:.-..1 ,,. 11 .... °"'nrtic 

er paradox, the drought may cause meat prices to 
go down a bit at first - before they go up sharply. 
With feed orices risini;r. some farmers will sell off 
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THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE M 
"First the blade, then the ear, ~i~ then the full grain in the ear; 

The Monitor's view 

. ' 

A b~lanced response 
White House reaction to the South Korean 

_ jetliner tragedy bas unfolded largely with the 
balance of moral ·outrage and calculated 
countersteps to bold the incident in per­
spective. 
. President Reagan label~ the downing of 
the civilian aircraft by the SoViets "the Ko­
rean airline massacre" and an "act of bar-

·· ' '- barism" in his Monday night address. He set 
curbs on cultural, scientific, and diplomatic 
ties between the Soviet Union and the United 
States. The West's response carried over to . 
the United Nations Tuesday, as the adminis· 
tration sought a coordinated outcry against 
the Soviet Union. 

These are second-tier reactions by the 
West. None are confrontational. They fall well 
short of tampering with the llist tier of secu-

. rity and arms control issues which are· of 
paramount int~rest to East and West alike. -
'fbey are rebukes, warnings. 

Notably not done was cancellation of US­
Soviet grain agreements, or any tainting of 
the American welcome to Soviet athletes for 
next summer's Olympic Games in Los Ange­
les. These would have been Jimmy Carter­
like' actions, -and the Reagan team want to 
avoid any comparisons with the previous.ad­
ministration's futile efforts at modifying So-
viet behavior. · 

Apart _from the difference between the . 
.._ West's and the Soviets' apparent valuation of 

human life, the most disturbing _revelation in 
the airliner tragedy is that the Soviet com­
mand structure may simply not be up to -ban~ · 
dling a crisis of this sort. Downing the aircraft 

in its response is to focus world and domestic 
attention on "the nature of the Soviet beast" 
- a point Reaganites have- made -all along. 
"Who are they?" one Reagan insider asks. 
"We really have to ask that before we focus 
on the details of the event." 

At the same time, the administration as­
sumes the Korean jetliner tragedy will have a 
relatively short life as a headline command­
ing event. Emotionally potent as. it may be, it 
will lack the numbing endurance of, say, the 
year-long Iranian hostage incident. With 
arms negotiations proceeding, and a US 
presidential election race about to .start, the 
sbootdoWn will "remain a subject of continu­
ing allusion," insiders say. 

The administration clearly wants to avoid 
tying itSelf too closely to the jetliner incident, 
the way President Carter became embroiled 
in the Iranian hostage episode, and making 
any specific outcome a test of Reagan's com­
petence. At the same time, the White House is 
using the event for other purposes, chiefly to 
press Congress for greater milita.rY, spending 
to contain the.Soviets. 

Fortuitously, the jetliner incident ·enabled 
President Reagan to return from his.August · 
vacation in California on an urgent business 
note. AuguSts have been·aWkward months for 
this administration. The ·White House has 
been preparing the stage for a . Reagan re­
-election bid. Reagan's tough words about So­
viet behavior in downing the defenseless air­
craft should help him hold ·the support of his 
own right. The Democrats can do little but 
back the President in the affair. 

The risks are that details 'of the overflight 
might eventuaUy compromise the West's po-. 

· sition, that a rhetorical escalation might jeop­
ardize East-WeSt security talks. But so far the 
line between calling the Soviets for their · act 
and excuses; and safeguarding security is­
sues, is apparently being kept in sight. 

· was~a serious mistake. At a time the $<>viets 
are trying to sow discord among Western al­
lies, it provokes a unified Western response. 
Combined with the willingness of the Soviet 
military to take actions that are blunt and in­
humane, the dribs and drabs of Soviet official 
explanation have worsened the Soviets' posi­
tion in the eyes of the world. The Soviets took 
five days to admit they bad ~ot down the 
plane. 

Unanswered questions remalli. What is the 
use today of civilian aircraft overflights for 
military surveillance? How did hours pass 
with the South Korean aircraft beading over 
Soviet territory without notice or an immedi­
ate Western attempt to clarify its status? Was 
'it a computer failure or some other cause that 
sent the aircraft on its fatal course? Answers 

Lookrng afresh at Poland 

, ·. must still be found. · 
The Reagan administration says the goal 

It is ·time for the United States to rethink 
its policy toward Poland. At the moment it 
still does not have an ambassador in Warsaw, 
economic sanctions remain in place, and cul­
tural exchanges are dormant. Yet a case can 
be made that more is to be gained by opening 
µie door to an eventual normalization of rela-

tions than by merely. reacting negati 
developments in that anguished cow 
more forthcoming US approach no'il 
help Poland as it gropes for a way ou 
persisting national stalemate. 

This may seem a strange course t 
cate in the wake of the third anniver 
Solidarity, the now-banned labor mm 

------------------------------------. Indeed, the world can never forget 

What others say 

Higher ed: Getting the debate started 
If Gov. Blanchard's new ad hoc commis­

sion on higher education gets bogged down in 
the old governance question, then its conclu­
sions will - and for our money, probably 
should - go nowhere. 

But if the [Michigan) citizens' commission 
looks beyond that question and builds a fac­
tual base and defines issues for the Legisla· 
ture in dealing with higher education, then it 
can be useful. 

Now, at a time when the universities and 
colleges are dealing with a s~g pool of 
students, the Legislature needs some help in 
making the hard decisions about where to cut, 
where to preserve and where to build up. The 
..... _ ,,_ ,,, ,,. .... .., ~ .... ~ ........ ,....,. .... ,,..,, ro Ir. ... ~nTT'\ o nf tho. c/\hnnl~ · 

bled only for that purpose, might be able to 
arm the Legislature with the will to do what­
ever circumstances dictate: 

In recent weeks, the Presidents Council of 
State Colleges and Universities in Michigan 
issued a doleful summary of the neglect of 
higqer education by the state over these last 
10 years or so. Indeed, the report paints a far 
more depressing picture than the facts jus­
tify. It does not, for instance, take much ac­
count of tbe turnaround that occurred this 
year. The record of financial support, though, 
has been far worse than Michigan's strong 
tradition dictates and worse than that in 
many other states. 

_ Tf wP :irP t n 111~t fnr hiQ:her education the 

traordinary·events of August 1980 wbe 
ing Polish workers won the right to f 
independent and free trade union. Cc 
the Polish people will never forge 
week's mass demonstrations in F. 
Wroclaw, and other Polish towns i 
memoration of that anniversary bE 
gnant testimony to a spirit of liberty t 
never die - no matter how often it is C! 

But can US policy continue to be g1 
by the past? 

Poland now begins the slow pre 
evolving something new. No one quit1 
what this will be. But the realities are 
Jaruzelski regime has effectively pt 
Solidarity. It has also taken bars 
against Poland's intellectuals -:­
journalists, artists. It apparently fee 
dent enough to tolerate a certain an 
dissent from the working class but it 
let dissent get out of control - witJ 
tear gas and clubs used against anni 
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R onald Reagan should really begin to 
concentrate when his most dovish 
critics compliment his handling of 

the Soviets. 
If the best this president can do is shout 

"barbarism" ·and order a few mild sanctions 
in the wake of Moscow's murderous attack 
on the South Korean airliner, there should 
be dancing tonight in the Kremlin. 

Even Jimmy Carter did better than that. 
. Mr. Reagan should, of course, counter 

Soviet propaganda, whi~h is attempting to 
blame the United State!! for the atrocity 
that took-269 lives. That requires a certain 
amount of heated rhetoric. 

But Moscow understands actions better 
than words. And the president's actions -
asking for an apology and fmancial compen­
sation, canceling cultural and technical ex­
changes, suspending talks on the establish­
ment of a new Soviet consulate in New 
York, and reaffirming the ban of Soviet 
airliners from American airports - are 
insufficient. 

Surely, Mr. Reagan could order with­
drawal from the Madrid talkS on <:ompli­
ance with the Helsinki agreement. And he 
could refuse to sign the phony Madrid rom­
promise statement that was negotiated to 
let the Kremlin off the hook on human 
rights. 

What's the point of signing a meaningless 
document that legitimizes Soviet terror 

when the thugs in question are willing to 
take pot-shots at unarmed civilian aircraft? 

Washington might also consider buying 
up the outstanding loans to Soviet satellites 
and then demanding payment, thus putting 
increased pressure on Moscow to support 
the satellite economies. 

Mr. Reagan says the 13 nations that had 
citizens killed in the Soviet air attack are to 
ronsult ... Let's hope the other 12 persuade 
Mr. Reagan to exact a higher price. than he 
no~ proposes . 

Washington doesn't have the political 
oourage to cut off the grain sales - the one 
act that might impose hardship on the 
aggressor. But if grain sales are sacrosanct, 
it becomes even more difficult to persuade 
friendly nations to withhold technology and 
other goods that might have military uses. 

You may remember that the European 
govemments gave the Kremlin the technol­
ogy it needed to build the trans-Siberian 
pipeline after Russian troops entered 
Kabul. The pipeline technology became a 
reward for aggression and only invited fur­
ther outrages. 

The lesson is plain enough. Economic re­
wards won't civilize the Soviet leadership. 
Instead, the West must do everything it can 
to penalize Russian misbehavior. 

The relative mildness of Mr. Reagan's 
nostrums is both surprising and disconcert­
ing. 

The Governor's Farm Problem .. 
l 
) . T he dumping of Agriculture Director 
1 Dean Pridgeon was handled with 

amateurish clumsiness by Governor 
Blanchard. 

Mr. Pridgeon was appointed in 1979· by 
former Republican Governor William Mil­
liken in the wake of the PBB scandal. His 
quiet competence and expertise as a farmer 
and former Michigan Farm 'Bureau exe<:u-. 

' tive won immediate and lasting respect. His 
performance is not in question. 

When the governor asked for Mr. Pridg­
eon's resignation to make room for 

',. Democrat John Hertel, however, Mr. 
Pridgeon resisted. When Mr. Blanchard in-
11id.P.d. Mr. Pridegon gave it to the Agricul-

- • 'W'P' 

,members of the Agriculture · Commission 
and the director to his office to discuss the 
matter. Instead, he let the situation drag on 
interminably. 

Nevertheless, the Pridgeon controversy 
does call into question the state's commis­
sion system. 

Several state departments are governed 
by commissions and their directors answer 

. to these boards rather than to the governor. 
This was done to depoliticize the major de­
partments. But, as recent events show, de­
politicization is a charade. 

The question comes down to this: Should 
a . new governor be able to put his imprint 
on every department when he takes office, 
''"' ...... ot. hA stumble along for months, even 
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Reagan response On the mark 
Little by little, the Soviet Union unfolds its Americans need reflect back no further 

preposterous version of the cold-blooded mur~ than the sanctions initiated by the United 
der of 269 passengers and crew aboard Ko- States after the Afghanistan invasion- and the 
rean Air Lines Flight 007. After days of infuri- imposition of martial law in Poland to meas­
ating bluster and blather; it finally has owned ure the effectiveness of such weapons. In 
up to the fact that a Russian fighter did in- truth, those measures did little more than 
deed blast an unarmed civilian jetliner out of. slightly inconvenience. the Soviets while penal­
the skies. · . izing our athletes and farmers. and antagoniz-

A cowed Soviet public may ~allo~ whole · ing our European alli~. . . 
the Kremlin's official justifications, but most . For the president to have canceled today's 
of the rest of the world is not likely to - ' scheduled meeting in Madrid between Secre­
especially if the United States presents its tary of State George Shultz and Soviet Foreign 
case with care before the bar of global opin- Minster Andrei Gromyko · would have been a 
ion. . _ grave mistake. If nothing else, it offers an 

. . . , · . · ·· · opportunity for us to begin to try to gauge 
Presi~ent Reagan s restrained statement whether Thursday's tragedy is indicative, as 

. !'donday n_ig~t f~rthered ~at. P~ by f?Cus- · some have suggested, that the Soviet military 
ing _on a l~it~ set .of obJec~~-:S· demandi~g a · machine is slipping out of the control of its 
Soviet a~mlSSi?n. of responsibihty! _reparations Communist Party masters. 
·for survivors and guarantees against a repeat 
of this barbaric act. . . ·. Like~ise, 1 

any tampering with our arms-
control negotiating posture in Geneva would 

With ~11 th~. anger g~?erate(f b~. '!hat he' have jeopardized our standing in Western Eu- . 
. correctly identlf i~ as a .massa~re, it m~t. rope-. By their swinish conduct, the Soviets 
h~ve ~n tem~tin;I for the president to seiz_e ... have severely damaged their own so-called 
~is hi~eous ~ion to slap numerous pun1-. . "peace .offensive."· . 
tive measures againSt Moscow. ·· .. - . . 

This he resisted, as he. should have - for 
: .a variety of ~ood reasons; : -

Above all, this deliberate attack on an off­
course jetliner is of paramount global concern 
involving every nation that plies the skies. For 
the United States to have obscured it by retali­
ating with a shotgun mix of embargoes and. 
expulsions would have don~ a disservice to the 
cause of international civil aviation and to the 
nwnories of the KAL victims. 

· .. The president's statement would have 
been totally on the mark if only he had es­
chewed his calls for congressional support for 
the MX missile and other weapons programs 
now pending on Capitol Hill, an appeal en­
tirely out of character with the specific human 
issues at hand. 

The Soviets ·have dug themselves a deep, 
deep hole. Reagan must ~ke care to avoid 
giving them - even inadvertently - some 
pegs with wbic.b to climb out. _ 

Quit bugging Planned Parenthoo~ 
The Reagan administration's almost nutty from the Reagan ·white House. First, Reagan 

harassment of Planned Parenthood continues · ordered extraordinarary audits to determine 
apace with a second, almost surely futile and whether it used federal funds illegally to pro­
certainly improper attempt to kick the organ- mote abortion (it did not). Later he named 
i-zation out of a · federal employees' charity abortion foe Marjorie Mecklenburg to oversee 
fund. ' federal family-planning programs, and pushed 

The decision is almost certain to be over- for a ""squeal rule" that would have weakened 
turned by a federal court if it. comes to that. the- organization's effectiveness by putting off 
Last. year, when a panel stacked with right- teens - most of them already sexually active 
wing ideologues attempted to keep the organ- - who need contraceptives. 
ization from receiving its fair share, a Reagan Planned Parenthood, which ·neither sup­
bureaucrat reluctantly restored the organiza- ports nor opposes abortion, but does favor 
tion to the rolls, admitting that it met all the freedom of choice in intimate family matters, 
eligibility requirements for the federal work- has survived each assault. But each time De­
ers' equivalent of the United Way and couldn't vine, an outspoken abortion foe, and his hand­
legally be exluded. picked panel" take aim at the organization, it is 
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· s0vi0ts mUsfbe··taeed''i. : . 
. wfth fifffi reS01utiorl .:> :. '"> . . 

P- · _resident Reagari's Monday night address effectively stated 
'the American case for justice· in what he .called the · .. Ko-

. ·rean .airline rriasaere." . . . · . . 
_lie demanCled. that · the · R~ians . .gi_~~ ·a foU a"CCOµntin'g cf 

what happened," '&JI . apology "fur it, Compensation ·for ·the' fanii­
lies of· victims, and asslirances1hat':Such'·a·.thing will nOt 'happen 
agalh: .: .· •· .' : "" .~ . . ·:. , , ,.:-:--_ ·.·.-,,;. ·. · : . . ·\(,· ·":·:'.' .. :.· 

·The .problefri·.feniains: .:Whit .will ·we.do U the :Russian$ con­
tinue .. to ignore- "'the; world .outcry .. over ' their" unprovoked, 
unjuSti~i~ -.slaying~. 269 .. ~1.e? ·;;- . . ' :.; ·-:·, .-· 

.. Many people · '.are ,- de~anding · stronger'":immedi~te actian 
than Abe president has, taken~ Bµt ~hat options cW'we.:havet · ·· 

.. ·1fhe president haS 1&sked the ilations .. -0f . the :.wodd to do' as 
the -~nited States. already 4oes ·in 't'e_fming "Jandi_rig rigJits .to the 

· Sovi~t . ait line Aeroflot. That , would ;be .. a ~eiy ·appropriate re­
spo~se. to ·a nation _:that does not ·respect the-·~~n~ies of ·~m­
me~l. aviation. But i.~ .\is lip to ) he other .nations_ whether··or 

th •JJd L -:- . ' " .~ ·i·: .' ... .. , .. · . . ·• not ey ~· o.-tm> . . : : . · . -·~J ... . :.,... • , :: . .. · .• - . 

~ost. of. those demanding strong ·actiOn :seem tO, have· 1~ ' 
mind a.. ~tof.f of .trade· with the Soviet JJnion:. P~t twice· in :r~ · 
cent· years we 'have .seen t~at when the ·United .States acts alon~ . 
with tracJe · restrictions . against the Sovie.t . Union, ·they . do ·not 
wotlc; .. A U.:S. ·:grain embargo :came· in· response .to .Soviet aggr~ 
sion- jn Afghanistan; .other . nations r~fuse~l' ·to . ·cooilefate· and 
everi~ally ·U.S. public opinio~ .. turn~ : .. ag.ainSt it.· The ·same 
thing 'happened· .. wit~. Qth~r ' t~~d-~ r~trict~~ns .. ln t~~-to. ·01>7 
pre5S~on in P.oland. · ... · . . .' .:_ .. .. ·, ·:. · · ,.,_ · -~: . ·. . . . : .. 
. . '.{he troub~e ·is that the .. ~mei'ica~ -ptibli,c, ,,~·nd ·.even ~ great · 

deal : of world opinion, ~ ~pahle·:of . 9utrage:.'agalnsMh~ So"'.iets 
. in· the short run but we do ·not ·seem. capable .. vf 1i:anslati_ng ·the 

moment's .fury ·into·pre5sures·that ,Jast'.for .any length of time. · 
.. The most effective ,thing we .-can do,' ~ \he ·president said 

in · IUs addre51, ·is .tQ m.~e .Qu~Jves .w .strong that . the .R~ia.ns 
will ,think twice about what they do .in the future. He iS co"rrect , 
riot ~o ~l;IS~I!~ .~rms.,.~11tr,9l ne_gotiati~n~,: .a ~l~_nceci, .verifiable 
arrps .agreement-' w~u,~ . be~~fi.t· ~~much ~,_jt'woµld.tb~ Sovi­
etS, 1lnd ' presuniably ·the. Reagan ' adminiStr.alion 'will· not =.make 
an agreement that is not "balanced and verifiable. 

' This late5t outrage "·has · rene~ed our ·aWar~ne5s of the evil 
of the Soviet system. We must find ·a way to transla te that into 

firm resolution ·ro support e fective opposition to that system 
r~·ther ·than failing into a .fit of< fury Jor a few days or weeks 
~d then · forgetting, as w~ dicLi-n . the cases of Afghanistan and 
Poland., jU&t w.hat w~ were so angry about, . ;, , · · .. , . 
~ . 

The high;t~~Juture. > ~ ' ~ .. 
... • • I • . . .r. • I ~ ' ~ i .... : f': 

T 
.. , ·he most r~ent ; ... ~~fisis"' , 'in . -educ~tion . demonstrates a 

proverbial truth: Get aw:ay from the basics and quality 
suffers. · · · · ·· · . · 

· ·For every· business od·n·~titution, '._there is an identifiable job · 
to be done. Anc!, in a ~jety .that's ~nomi~ally advanced ·and 
com~titi'v.~ • . someOOdy :ifiost as.s·ureiny·;ifas df'se0v·er&i.- il :~ay i{o, 
do the job · ·su~fiilly. Pe<>ple· :~~6. for whateve(t~"iiSori, -'ve'ri­
ture from the path of demonstrate4 '.success ~isk failing miser­
ably . . 

Durwoocl· McAll1te1 

JudgeO'Kel 
.More often than not in recent ye 

viewed federal · judges with a jaundic 
too many cases their decisions Jee11 
drawn. from neither Jaw nor.-. 
_l~ic :btst from 1he . pag~ · of · 
Alice in Wpnderland~ . · . 
· . 'One Case'." does :not make 

a "trend .and one )udge cannot . 
atone for the sins of the en-

. tire ' judiciary; but · =It is" re- .. . .. 
fre5hing to ·note. "that Judge 

1
ij 

William O'Xelley ·.has, in at ·'········ 
least ·one case, revived the 
rule of reason aDd ·common 
leme. . . 

· "ff is handling ·of the Lakeside . Hi 
situation in DeKalb C.OUnt)'. ~ rest 
remarkable occurrence - ·&II of the 
vt:!t pla~n~lffs · 1.nc1 defendan~ M 

p . ' \ r , ' • . 

·. .Judge · O~elley, while ~ring 
board to admit" more.'black stUdenti 
side, ·handed .down . an :open-endec 
·which -will . allow ·time for common 

. ·. .... . . .... : ::- .::. ':" . 

. ' . 
,:. .. 

. " 
· .. 

.. • ":1 • 

.lames .I~ ·llll.patrlci 

Kuhn.mixes 
(fames ]. Ki/e1·trick 's column tc 

"The writer's art. _') · 

W ASHINGil'ON - Bowie Kuhn 
· his departing statement. recently a! 

siouer of baseball, and Hugh Scot 
lancer in·.K;ng ·City. pre., k!nd_I~ se!l 
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Mr. ~eagan' s Response 
P resid~nt R~gan's restrained, realistic re- ton battle, or from burning all the br.idges of 
sponse Monday night to the Korean airliner cooperation. 
'incident was in the nation's best interests. · · Any remaining hopes for nuclear"sanity 

· But his trading on the passions raised by would be hurt if Mr. Reagan broke off arms · · 
the Soviet Union's destruction of the aircraft control talks. American farmers, workers 
to gather support for his defense spending and companies would be hurt if he suspended 
program detracts from an otherwise credi- trade agreements already signed. The West-
ble, praiseworthy performance. · ern alliance would be hurt if the United States 

. took ll!lilateral actions against the Soviets 
Perhaps Mr. Reagan will emerge from · "th h' h 'ts Ir d"d t Mr · R 

this tragedy as the only winner in a political wg i w ~~ d1 aiJnes t~ no ~~~e. · ea-
sense. The Soviets certainly are losers, their ' · an aWvhoi teh md.ad d g ...... otse mish tes: · b-
ff ts h 1 . a e i ow~ oc arac erize,pro 

e or to appear as .t e peace- ovmg super- abl "th g t th s · t u · 
h t d · fl · · 'th K A' · Y w1 rea success, e ov1e mon as power s o own m ames w1 orean ir 1 . . h . · 

L" Fli ht 007 Th 1 f · an out aw country wit selective regard for 
mes g · e. nuc ear reeze move- truth and human life. Moscow's admission on 

ment undoubtedly will · suffer because of T d y th t 'ts -1 ts h t d th d 
h · h d b bo . . . ues a a 1 p1 o s o own e unarme eig tened ou ts a ut Soviet intentions, as . b · t h'l t· · t 11 ·t 

uld th f f M R , 
1
. . JUm o Je w i e con mumg o ca 1 a.spy 

co e ortunes o r. eagan s po itical la ea d 1 ·i bl · th u 't d Stat · · ts · t h p n n c umsi y ammg e m e es 
opponen a ome. for the incident, plays right into Mr. Reagan's 

Still, Mr. Reagan faced risks in handling ·hands. 
the. crisis, and there is little _doubt that tl!e The president's lobbying for the MX mis-.. 
\Yhit~ House calculated the risks. ~fore ~he sile and other military budget requests in his · 
president responded. The admm~stratlon speech to the nation unfortunately lessens the 
chose a

1 
course th;it .. o.utrages the right, ~· credibility of his response. . 

Reagan s core c~nsbtue_ncy but one h~ will, Opposition to the MX missile, for ex.am­
not lose over tpis one ISSue, and de~es to ple, is not based on a misreading of Soviet 
moderates . and the left the opporturuty to intentions, but on the sound argtiment that it 
brand his action overreactive. is a prohibitively expensive, provocative and 

Domestic political considerations aside, already obsolete weapons system that the 
Mr. Reagan took the correct course. In usin·g United States would be better off without. 
tough language, he gave some emotional re- .The destructic;m of Korean Air Lines 
lease to people who are horrified and frus- Flight .007 does not suddenly make the MX a 
trated by the Soviets' violent behavior. In necessary part of America's arsenal. Mr. 
prescribing mild and'lirnited sanctions, how- Reagan is wrong to use the incident as a 
ever, Mr. Reagan was mindful of larger con- means to sell the MX. The tactic cheapens the 
cerns. His response acknowledges that the sacrifices of the victims of what the president 
United States would not benefit from turning calls a "massacre," and gives his response the 
the incident into a narrow Moscow-Washing- unwanted taint of political propaganda. 

_Another_ Tan_dem Battle bost 
Connecticut faces.almost impossible ~dds in 
its battle.to keep tandem trailer trucks off the 
state's highways. 

. That became even more apparent last 
week when a three-judge panel of the 2nd U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals upheld, without com­
ment, a federal district court decision voiding 
the state anti-tandem law. 

Appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court seems 
pointless, as well as expensive, considering 
the well-established precedent giving the fed­
eral government power to regulate interstate 
commerce. The wisdom of appealing ·U.S. 
District Judge Jose A. Cabranes' ruling in a 
case brought by the U.S. government should 
have been in doubt from the bee'innine. 

says legislation limiting tandem truck travel 
is stalled in a committee whose chairman is 
unsympathetic to the bill. 

Getting Congress to abrogate its pact 
with the trucking industry - in which the 
truckers swallowed a .gasoline tax hike last 
December in return for authority for big 
trucks to travel on permitted ·routes on the 
federal highway system in all states - was a 
dicey bet at any rate. 

The compromise with federal highway 
officials which reduced the mileage of Con­
necticut highways open to tandem trailers 
may be as much as the state can win. 

Unless Congress or the courts pull off a 
surprising change of direction, it looks as if 
r ,,.. _ _ ,,,,..,L ! -. •• L --·! 11 L- -- - '- - .,. , 
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.MoscQw retreats . ~ - . 

·on :KAL -007 __ , 
HUMAN 

RJGJ.ITS 
CONFERENCE . 

. · ~: W:. · LL, NOW THEY'VE admitted it. After five da.ys of 
lies .. and stonewalling, the Soviets sald yesterday 

· that their fighters "stopped" the Korean airliner. 
The Soviet pj lot was more ~andid: He told _ground control, 

.. -· . '." 

.· 
OF THE .. PEOPLE 

) . even to~gher· red-light -·~w . 
11 red-light . by the Daily News and other media. ·An~ that 
our recent only continued pressure from the pubhc ~nd 
aw, which, the· ·rpedia will finally give us a law ~h1ch 
: fines for will require judges to s.uspend-the- dnver's 
1ether it is licenses of hard-core red-light runners. . 
; a step in · I introduced legislation on March 26 of· 
ditorial is this year to -that -effect. providing for the 
ii' enough. mandatory suspension· of a driver's license· 
onal pride for 60 days upon conviction of a second 
my law, we 'traffic signal violation committed within an 

18-month period. I wtn continue ~ fight for 
1ever have · the passage of suctt legislation and hope that 
: pressure with your con!fnued support it becomes law. 

- . Sen. Marlin J. Knorr· 
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disregarding the meiting pot theory are the · 
racists. 

-. -- Rl>Mrt"Schauder 

Clean out rats,. PA 
Paterson. N.J.: I drive the No. 161 bus to 

the. Port Authority for the New · Jersey 
Transit· system five nights a week. Lately, 
I've been seeing a large number of rats in the 
terminal. They scamper around platform 53 
where my bus leaves from, and I've also se~n 
a few behind the counter on-the second level 
where I g·o for coffee. I'm sure the PA is. 
taking in enough money to hire the best · 
exterminatoF·in .the world. -.. 

Norman F. Reinbaugh 

(Please include name and address with 
letter. We will withhol4 both on request.) 

BEG PARDON 
A story in The News on Sept 3 on tire 

shooting · death of. Manuel Gonzales, 23, 
allegedly by an off-duty police officer, 
erroneously indieated that 'the incident 
occurred near the Suspenders bar at Stein-
.. .. . - ... <"' • - - ... "'-"'• '- • - ~ - ! - • .. - • - -

"Target destroyed." . ,. . . . 
. They came to this admission gradually and grudgingly, as 

they discovered that no one in the world believed them.· Even 
now, they.haven't come clean. Their statement-repeated that 

: the 747 carried no lights, when the tapes · show. the fighter 
pilot saw· its wing lights and the strobe flashin.&,.on its roof. 
Spy· planes do not carry"str'obe lights. They put all the bl.!lme­
.{>n the U.S., and offer tepid regret for the loss of life. 

- . Soviet offic.ials are IJSed to lying, but on this occasion it's 
. no good:.· Foreign ldinis~er Andrei Gromyko will meet. 

' ~. Secretary of. State Shultz iri Madrid this week, and it would 
- be- 'a fine opportunity to make a-clean breast of it and begin 

\ making: reparatj.ons. . - - .. - . 
- ;. It's not likely he will, and the question remains what to do. 

Preside.nt Reagan is now learning the limits -to American 
power, just as Jimmy Carter learned them during the 

- _hostage crisis .. Reagan attacked Carter for weakness then. He 
· W.ill have to· put up with the same .criticism now. -

· - .. The sanctions he- announced Monday are- trivial. -Real 
· · ·sanctions -would harm the U.S. ~ually or disrupt the 
. _ western alliance. All the same, the President got it mostly 
· right. He said: "'This attack was not just agail\St ourselves or 

the Republic of Korea. This was the. Soviet Union against the 
world and the moral precepts which guide human.-relations 
among people everywhere." -

It's the whole world's reaction, not just ours, that counts, 
and for once the Soviets are feeling the full weight of· it We 

- may lead world opinion, in the United- Nations and else­
where, but we mustn't get ~d of il Sanctions are 
ineffective unless universally applied, and this time there's a 
chance of a genuine condemnation or' the USSR. 

· · A deadline for 'peace~ 
Christians and Moslems are at each other's throats again 

- in Lebanon, and two more United States Marines of the 
so-called peacekeeping force have t>een added to the long list 
of those who have been killed in that strife-torn country. It 
was almost an · exact replay of what happened a week ago 
when two other Marines "died in an artillery barrage fired at 

· United States positions ~und Beirut airport · · 
The truth of the matter ls that the Marines are not 

peacekeepers. They are caught between warring factions, 
· and there is no w.ay, short of a costly offensive, that the 1,200 

Americans can ·end the fighting, particularly now that the 
Israelis have begun their . long-awaited withdrawal to more 
secure areas in southern Lebanon. The Marines are sitting 
ducks in a civil war that the Lebanese army cannot quell. 

If the Reagan administration is prepared to intervene to 
end the bloodsned, it should say so and let Congress have a 
voice in the decision. A wiser course would be to set a date 
for the fighting to stop and for all parties to come to their 
s~nses. If it is ignored,- then the Americans should be ' 
withdrawn. It is a ridiculous policy for brave Marines to be · · 
teft at the mercy of people who care so little for _human life. 

How nof to discipline teachers ":·: 
The Board of Education's system for handling. teachers 

and other employes who are brought up on disciplinary 
charges is a joke. It takes an average ottwo years to resolve i. 
a case, and one procedure has lasted eight years with no end .:c· 
in sight. The teachers, meanwhile, are "suspended" but draw z 
full pay and perform clerical duties. Since they're still on t 
salary, they have little incentive to push their cases before !" 
t h .a t h,..o o - 1"11"\ n _.,,\... ,.. - - .... - ..... t- .A.L _ .._ - - · - - • • • • • • • · • • -

' ' 

"' 
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Brazening It Out 
HAVING SHOT DOWN a Korean airliner, the 

Soviet Union appears determined to meet in­
ternational protests by trying to shift the burden of 
fault to the United States. Its statement yesterday 
bristled with an evident intent to brazen it out. 
Some parts of the statement-that the airliner was 
flying without navigation lights, for instance-ate 
directly contradicted by tapes of the Soviet pilots. 
The potentially most telling allegation-that the 
airliner emitted coded radio signals of a sort 
"usually used in tran mitting intelligence informa­
tion"-was vague and undocumented. The personal 
abuse directed at Mr. Reagan suggests that the 
Kremlin is reeling under the hard evidence made 
public, promptly, by the president and that it lacks 
confidence in its own case. 

Why are the Soviets not seeking to cut their 
losses by admitting error and moving on with other 
business? Why are they acting in a self-indulgent, 
emotional and nationalistic way, one seeming to un­
dercut the presumed Soviet interest in improving 
relations with the United States and Europe in 
particular? . 

Some part of the explanation rests on dim con id­
erations of the Rm;sian national psyche. The main 
part would seem to flow from a calculated pol it iral 
judgment. It is as though Mr. Andropov, on e he 
realized an innocent airliner had been destroyed, 
took the course of least internal resistance: he de-

Cided to stand with the Soviet military and ..KGB 
against any other tendency to give priority to ties 
with Washington and the world at large. 

In doing the easy political thing, the Kremlin has 
failed to act on the obligation of a great power to do 
in small matters what must be done to maintain an 
atmosphere conducive to working on the big mat­
ters: reducing the dangers of nuclear war and mod­
erating political disputes. Thus has it taken upon it­
self the responsibility for whatever degree of greater 
freeze in Soviet-American relations may now ensue. 

The president's television presentation Monday 
was a once firm and re:;trained. He supplie<l the 
details and analysis to bulwar the nation's collec­
tive outrage, but he did his part-even if Mr. An­
dropov has not done his-to keep this country on 
the important arms control negotiating track. That 
he c~nfined the action items to civil aviation mea­
sures within the political range of many diti"erent 
countries was sensible and not a little courageous, 
given the bit er disappointment felt by so mapy of 
his politica supporters. 

We ouuht he tretched av.·kwardly and unnec­
c:sarily b aking a pitch for the MX: the shock of 
Sovie conduct and his own measur'"ed handling of 
the crisis are likely to firm up support for his de­
fense projects anyway. !T'v eanwhile he is right_. to 
keep leaning un Muse ow, with facts, for a fuller and 
mor :forthcoming respons~ 

This Week~ Commission 
HERE'S A novel idea. How about a high-level, 

bipartisan commission on the budget deficit? 
We hear you. uying, "Oh, please-not another com­
!Iliss!o~-'.' But before you dismi s th~ idea out. of 

• • - -- -L .Lt.. .... - ............ , .... o .uo l'o..:.i> l1P1nu 

deficit projections. Even if all the remaining pro­
posals for cuts were accepted-which, given the 
harshness of some of-them, might not be to the ad­
ministration's political advantage-the total savings 
would hardly make a dent in projec!ed deficits. 
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