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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 2, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN DUBERSTEIN

FROM: LESLYE A. ARSHT

Subject: Rroundtable of print reporters to discuss
RR~Bush-Gorbachev meeting in N.Y. and US-USSR
relationship

The group will include:

N.Y. Times Julie Johnson
L.A. Times Lee May

Chicago Sun-Times Jerry Watson
U.S. News Mag Doug Stanglin

A number of reporters we proposed for the roundtable are not
working today. The Mags were invited but only U.S. News is
available.

The pre-brief session would be at 2:00 p.m.
The roundtable at 2:15 p.m. for 30 minutes.

cc: Marlin Fitzwater



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 1, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN DUBERSTEIN

FROM: LESLYE A. ARSHT

Subject: Talking points for Print Roundtable Interview on
Friday, December 2.

The attached talking points have been approved by the NSC. They
can serve as the basis of your comments to print reporters

tomorrow, for their weekend pieces on the RR/Bush/Gorbachev
meeting next week,

cc: Marlin Fitzwater
Mari Maseng



PRESIDENT REAGAN -- GORBACHEV THEMES 11/29/88

Background

When General Secretary Gorbachev made it clear that he would
be attending the United Nations, it was mutually agreed that
it would be worthwhile to have this meeting.

This will be the fifth meeting between the President and the
General Secretary. Previous meetings were: Geneva 1985;
Reykjavik 1986; Washington 1987; and Moscow 1988.

The two leaders have charted a new course in arms control
and superpower relations with regard to resolution of
regional conflicts, human rights and bilateral issues.

December 7 Meeting

It will be a cordial "hospitality" meeting on Governors
Island, lasting about two hours. It will most likely go
from 1 - 3 p.m. The President has a speaking engagement at
the American Enterprise Institute in Washington, D. C., at
6:00 p.m., so time is limited.

It will not be a summit meeting in any traditional sense. It
will be a meeting between superpower leaders reflecting the
friendship they have created and the historic change in the
relations between the United States and the Soviet Union.

This meeting will underscore the fact that they can get
together and discuss world problems without the necessity
for a pre-planned agreement or dramatic specific actions.

Outside of the President, the Vice President and Gorbachev,
the luncheon guest list has not been finalized.

Agenda for Meeting

We have no plans for proposals other than a general review
of the four-part agenda.

If the Soviets broach proposals, we, of course, would

welcome them if they are constructive, but would have to
take them home to study them.

In terms of substance, we expect that such issues as the
status of the START talks and regional matters, such as
Afghanistan, may be discussed.

This is not a meeting to resolve issues or to make decisions
on specific problems.



Vice President's Role

-- With the Vice President in attendance this meeting will help
smooth the transition from President to Presdient-elect in
the area of U.S.-Soviet relations.

-- It will reaffirm the relationship between the
President-elect and the General Secretary and ensure the
momentum and continuity of the four-part agenda.

- There will be no separate Vice President-Gorbachev meeting.

Allies

-= We will keep our allies informed. Secretary Shultz departs
for the North Atlantic Council meeting right after the
meeting.

Readout

-— Secretary Shultz will give an on-the-record readout of the
meeting.

- We do not anticipate a joint statement or communique.

- If there is a statement, it would probably be a U.S.
statement given by Secretary Shultz at his news conference.

- The President is expected to address the meeting in his AEI
speech.

First Lady

- Mrs. de Cuellar is hosting a luncheon for Mses. Reagan,
Bush, Shultz and Gorbachev.

-= Site still being determined, but may be the de Cuellar
residence.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON e

November 29, 1988

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN DUBERSTEIN v

B. OGLESBY
MARI MASING
JOHN TUCK
FROM: Marlin Fitzwater
SUBJECT: Press Plan for President's meeting with General

Secretary Gorbachev

The following is the press plan for the President's meeting with
General Secretary Gorbachev. This keeps it low key, yet gives
the visibility we want. Secretary Shultz would incorporate his
forthcoming NATO trip into his Sunday and Press Conference
comments,

NOTE: Apperances by Administration officials on several
television programs, including CNN Newsmaker and network morning
shows, were rejected at a meeting on November 21, The feeling
was that these appearances would excessively hype the meeting.

Monday, November 28

- Secretary of State Shultz on-the-record interview with
West European journalists

- General Colin Powell backgrounder with Owen Ullman of
Knight-Ridder Newspapers

Tuesday, November 29

- Secretary of State Shultz interview on National Public
Radio

- General Colin Powell speech to the Institute of Foreign
Policy Analysis
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Wednesday, November 30

- 8:30 - 9:00 am: Secretary of State Shultz on WORLDNET
broadcast to Western Europe.

Thursday, December 1

- Ken Duberstein background session with print reporters

- 12 noon - General Colin Powell background luncheon with
The New Republic

- 3:30 pm - General Colin Powell background session with
news magazines

Friday, December 2

-- 3:00 pm ~-General Colin Powell on-the-record Press
Briefing - White House Briefing Room

Saturday, December 3

- General Colin Powell addresses National Academy of
Public Administration

Sunday, December 4

-— Secretary of State Shultz tentatively scheduled to be
the guest on ABC's This Week With David Brinkley

- Ken Duberstein and Colin Powell available for Sunday
talk shows

Monday, December 5 or Tuesday, December 6

-- Assistant Secretary of State Roxanne Ridgway or Deputy
Assistant Secretary of State Thomas Simons hold on the
record briefing at Foreign Press Center.
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Tuesday, December 6

- General Colin Powell addresses Information Security
Oversight Office symposium at the Department of State.

Wednesday, December 7

- Secretary of State Shultz Press Conference following
luncheon of General Secretary Gorbachev and the
President.

cc: Roman Popadiuk
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Assistant to the President for
Communications and Planning.
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First Secretary of the
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Prix International Competition -
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"Second Secretary”" of the
Central Committee of the CPSU.

Academician and Chairman of the
Cultural Fund. The USSR's most
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Playwright.
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WOMEN: 5




GUEST

1 Lt Gen Colin L. Powell

1 Academician Yevgeniy Primakov

2 H.E. and Mrs. Grigoriy Razumovskiy

1 Asst. Secretary Rozanne Ridgway

* 1 Mr. Svyatoslav Rikhter

1 Ambassador Edward L. Rowny
1 Ambassador Selwa Roosevelt

2 Mr. and Mrs. Anatoly Rybakov

2 Mr. and Mrs. Gennady Rozhdestvensky

PAGE TOTAL: 12

RECOMMENDED BY

Howard Baker

Embassy

Embassy
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Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs.
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of the Central Committee.

Candidate Member of Politburo
and Secretary of CPSU Central
Committee. Close to Gorbachev
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the Politburo.

Asst. Secretary of State for
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1 Ms. Tat;fgna Tol'Btaya Embassy Writer and great grand-daughter
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best young Soviet writers.

2 Mr. and Mrs. Vladislav Tret'Yak Embassy Hockey goalie and coach.
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THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS \/

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20540

April 19, 1988

Dear Mrs. Reagan:

On various topics we discussed by phone, I would suggest the
following:

On the Assumption Cathedral and the Kremlin, I would be inclined to
say to the Soviets that you have heard that they are considering doing a
performance of Rachmaninoff”s Vespers with Nesterenko in the Cathedral of the
Assumption and that you would welcome such an occasion. (This information was
given personally to me last week by Dmitry Likhachev, the head of the Cultural
Fund on which Nesterenko and Mrs. Gorbachev are board members. It would be
something of a breakthrough to have the cathedral for the coronation of the
Czars decorated with beautiful frescos and icons used for a performance of
some religious music that has been generally banned for public performance
until a few months ago. You can safely claim to have heard about this even
though it is not public knowledge. I think it is important that you invite
Likhachev to the return dinner at the Embassy. He is a great figure well liked
personally by the Gorbachevs and an important symbol of the attempt to recover
their Christian heritage during this year of the Millennium.)

You might want to consider asking to see two other beautiful,
relatively modest buildings in the Kremlin: the Archangel Cathedral, where
many of the Czars are buried and where there are also beautiful frescos and
icons; and the Terem Palace, which 1s where the Czars lived prior to Peter the
Great. This is a beautiful small-scale interior of human dimensions with
attractive tile linings. It might be good to ask to see this modest old
residence of the Czars rather than simply be paraded through the large
ostentatious halls of the more modern palaces in the Kremlin where official
gatherings will be held. For sheer beauty you would enjoy this palace as well
as the Archangel Cathedral (and perhaps also the Cathedral of the Ascension,
the third of the great cathedrals within the Kremlin). You are wise to pass
up the diamond collection and the armory as well, though the latter is filled
with carrlages, robes and thrones that are of some interest and that you might
want to see on a later visit.

A final possibility which would be particularly appropriate if they
themselves have suggested the Cathedral of the Assqggﬁ;gp might be the great

%ainting "DeEarting Russia" by P, D. Koxrin, This is kePt in a branch of the
retlakov Gallery and represents the depiction of the last religious service

celebrated in the Cathedral of the Assumption before it was shut down by the
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Soviet authorities. It is not generally publicly exhibited, but is kept in
the workshop of Korin surrounded by some of the most beautiful icons in Russia,
and can be shown to you by his widow or by a young curator named Nartsissov.

On the matter of icons, the "0ld Testament Trinitv" by Rublev is
currently being exhibited in a peace exposition in the main Exhibition Hall in
Moscow, so I suspect this would not be good for you to be photographed in that
kind of propagandistic surrounding. You could, therefore, ask just to see the
"Spas" or icon of Jesus and of the Archangel Michael, both by Rublev which I
believe are not exhibited in such propagandistic surroundings. And you could
quietly say that if the "01d Testament Trinity" could be brought into a purely
museum setting along with those other two icons, you would like to see it, too.
But those two icons are themselves among the most beautiful ever painted. You
would send a very good signal to the Russian people, and it would be a pleasant
experience for you as well.,

On the question of visits to a monastery, the Danilov monastery
within Moscow is more accessible, though you would see less original old
Russian art and you would have access to monks rather than students 1f you
wanted to have a dialog with young people. The advantage of the Danilov 1s
that it was specially returned by Breshnmev in his last years to the church for
the Millennium, and your visit there would highlight your interest in the
Millennium. They could easily bring students in from the theological academy
in Zagorsk, and you would much enjoy meeting the young monk Zinon who has
painte e new frescos in the 0ld manner in the Danilov monastery and Fr.
Boris who is setting up a library and information center there. (These names
could be discreetly requested at a later time.) The advantage of going to
Zagorsk is that you would have a little bit of a drive through the Russian
countryside and would be seeing the national shrine of Russia. This 1is now
both a secular museum and set of working churches connected with a monastery
and a theological academy. If you go, you would want some careful programming,
but would particulary enjoy the museum within the monastery and theological
academy rather than the secular museum within the same monastic compound.

As far as Leningrad is concerned, I believe you could recognize the
wartime suffering of the people of Leningrad by a short statement to that
effect rather than by taking a lot of time to lay a wreath either on the ugly
war memorial on your route from the airport or in the more beautiful and
moving Piskarevskaya cemetery which would take you too far afield. I think it
would also be good for you to mention your sympathy for the destructive fire
in the library of the Academy of Sciences in Leningrad —-— and the concern of
the American people to help restore this collection (our Library of Congress
has sent its principal curator and is helping). In visiting any of the
monasteries on this occasion of the Millennium, you will want to use the term
"the Baptism of Rus" (which includes Ukraine and White Russia, whose citizens
are very sensitive on this score) or "the Millennium of the Baptism of the
Eastern Slavs." You will be visiting facilites either owned by the Soviet
state or by the Russian Orthodox church, neither of which have treated, for
instance, Eastern Rite Ukranian Catholics very well. So you will want to be
sympathetic to the general cause of religion, with all religious bodies paying
attention to the Millennium as a means of perhaps broadening their scope for
operation within the atheist state. At the same time you don”t want to echo
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the terminology which seems to imply that it 1is only the Millennium of
Christianity in Russia at a time when national minorities are rather restive in
particulary the Ukranians, the eastern rite Catholic part of this population is
denied religious rights.

Finally on the movie Repetence, I find that it is somewhat longer
than I had thought running exactly 2 hours and 32 minutes., It would also take
a five minute introductory explanation since it is a bit surrealistic in
structure, but it 1s an enormously powerful film. With a little introduction
and a few program notes, which I would be glad to provide, you and the party
would I think enjoy it. If you prefer a more straightforward and narrative
movie that would be shorter, I could provide the names of several of those as
well. Seeing one of the more advanced new movies in the USSR would make for
interesting conversation once you are there -- and in general would be good
preparation for your trip.

Sincerely,

/ - ,” /\/ﬂ
‘h~_,/}n X///\/ v
James H. Billiigton
The Librariaqi f Congress

Mrs. Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
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SOVIET UNION

A “Tragic Phantasmagoria”

Repentance, an anti-Stalinist blockbuster, opens in the U.S.

o any Westerner who doubts that

things are changing in the Soviet
Union. Tengiz Abuladze's Repentance
will come as a shock. The 2%-hour film,
which was first released in Moscow a year
ago and opened in the US. last week, is a
powerful denunciation of the Stalinist-
style police state and all its horrors: per-
sonality-cult paranoia, official corruption,
institutionalized mendacity, arbitrary ar-
rests and executions, dehumanizing labor
camps. That Abuladze was ever allowed

s

Life and death of a tyrant: the despotic
mayor's funeral scene; right, Varlam as
played by Avtandil Malkharadze

to make this film is remarkable. That it
has been shown to millions of ordinary
Soviet citizens, many of whom greeted it
with standing ovations, is astounding.
And that the Soviets chose to distribute
the work abroad is a shrewd advertise-
ment for that heady mixture of public re-
lations and public confession that Mikhail
Gorbachev has popularized under the
banner of glasnost.

The film, which Director Abuladze
calls a “‘tragic phantasmagoria,” uses alle-
gory, fantasy and surrealism to evoke the
terror of a totalitanian system. His central
character is Varlam Aravidze, the mayor
of a provincial town. Varlam combines
Stalin’s close-cropped haircut, Hitler’s
mustache and Mussolini’s black shirt to
embody the image of a universal tyrant.
Although the setting and time are unde-
fined—secret police appear alternately as
medieval knights or spear-wielding Ro-
man centurions—there is no doubt that
the real subject is Stalinism.

The action begins with Varlam's fu-

neral, which is soon followed by the ap-
pearance of his corpse in the family gar-
den. He is reinterred, but reappears several
times before the authorities capture the of-
fending grave robber,a woman whose par-
ents had been arrested and killed by Var-
lam, and take her to trial. Her testimony,
studded with flashbacks and Fellini-like
dream sequences, tells the story of Var-
lam’s brutal reign. There are false denun-
ciations, mass arrests and mad ravings by
the tyrant, who utters such Newspeak ab-

MEAEAS S asd d un .
. H ! ¢l ! i
. NS

YéIS

surdities as “Four out of every three per-
sons is an enemy of the people.”

One particularly striking scene de-
picts the woman’s childhood memory of
roaming through a lumberyard with her
mother in hopes of finding her father’s
name carved on one of the logs sent there
from a Jabor camp; their search is in vain,
but another woman does spot her hus-
band’s initialsand caresses them tenderly.
Another memorable sequence shows the
defendant’s artist father, dressed only in a
white loincloth, hanging by his wrists like
the crucified Christ. It is one of several ex-
plicit religious images that portray the
struggle of good against evil in a way that
unfailingly identifies the latter with offi-
cialdom and the former with its victims.
Lest the viewer miss this point, Varlam
appears as the devil in one scene.

Upon concluding her testimony, the
defendant vows to continue exhuming
Varlam’s body because “burying him
means forgiving him"—a thinly veiled
call for thoroughgoing de-Stalinization.

Varlam's son and political heir, Avel,
manages to have the woman locked up in
a mental hospital. But Avel's own teenage
son denounces him for lying about Var-
lam’s crimes and shoots himself. In a be-
lated act of repentance, Avel digs up the
old tyrant's body and throws it from a
precipice. The closing scene shows an old
woman asking directions to a church.
Told that she is on the wrong street, she
replies, “What good is a street that doesn't
lead to a church?” It is a powerful rein-
forcement of the film’s religious motif.

An established Georgian filmmaker
and Communist Party member, Abuladze,
63, began working on the project in 1981.
That was during the twilight months of the
Brezhnev era, hardly a propitious moment
to launch such an iconoclastic work. For-
eign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze, who
was then serving as Georgia’s party leader,
is said to have encouraged Abuladze to
produce his film under the auspices of the
Georgian television network rather than
the Moscow-run national film studjos. In
late 1985 Shevardnadze reportedly ar-
ranged to show the film to several Politbu-
ro colleagues, including Party Ideologist
Yegor Ligachev. Although Ligachev is
known as a conservative, he apparently
joined the others in approving Repentance
for general distribution. A number of simi-
larly outspoken films, books and plays ap-
peared at about the same time, including
Anatoli Rybakov’s anti-Stalinist novel The
Children of the Arbat, which is scheduled
to be published in the US. next spring by
Little. Brown & Co.

Repenrance became an overnight sen-
sation in the Soviet Union. It was first
shown to select audiences in Georgia and
Moscow in October 1986 and began ap-
pearing in public cinemas last spring. By
the end of August, more than 4 million
people had seen it in the capital alone.
The movie also began to attract attention
abroad, winning the Special Jury Prize at
this year's Cannes Film Festival.

Repentance’s success in the Soviet
Union is no accident. A population that
grew up in the shadow of Stalin’s terror
must find it both liberating and titillating
to see his crimes exposed. For the Gorba-
chev government, on the other hand,
works like Repentance form the corner-
stone of a de-Stalinization campaign that
both proclaims the lessons of an evil past
and seemingly cleanses the current lead-
ership of any direct association with it. In
that sense. Gorbachev’s insistence on
leaving “no blank pages” in Soviet his-
tory suggests he has accepted the wisdom
of George Santayana’s observation that
those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it. Still, some of the
movie's themes. such as the use of mental
hospitals to silence dissidents, are close
enough to present Soviet practices to ruf-
fle the complacency of the Kremlin’s rul-
ers—and make their approval of this
powerful, disturbing film all the more
remarkable. — 8y Thomas A. Sancton.
Reported by John Kohan/Moscow

—
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Mu'mcunedmm
film *“Repentance,” which won
the special jury prlze at

Cnnns. “Soclalist surrealism.” In- .

. deed 1t Is an intriguing, in many ways
:t:plexhumdwentrwbllngnmght
whltunowmmlnmes:wiet

nmn Gorbachev's efforts to

his country away frem the
mmmt Hes of So-
Cialist realism in the sconomy will

.«probablyhlvewlleenuneolthe .
- serie barriers conjured ih the film. ’

Ostensibly it is the story of Varlam,
a tyramdical small-town mayor with a
vicious sense of black humor. On his

. - Geath, torrents of grief gush from his.

intimidated and mesmerized towns-
people. But one woman, whose family

... was victim of his terror, iz deter-
. mined to expose his evil. Her method

is to keep digging up his corpse to
son
to recognize the horror on which

; . pride was based.
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Shevardnadze, who was
Georgla s Communist Party chief be-
fore he became Mr. Garbachev's For-

release until this year, when it was
shown at jammed theaters in Moscow
and now in the West as a promotional

. boast of Sovfilmexport.

. Technically, it leaves as much to be

" desired as some other Soviet exports.
.. 1t is archly arty, with long, heavy =i-

Jences and dark scenes so literally

" dark that nothing can be seen. That

may be an overreaction to the years
of total constraint on esthetic form,
and it seems dated. Some passages

_.are hilarious, the satire is savage, the

surprisingly earnest.
But it has to be taken in Soviet terms

* as another revelation of the extraordi-
" mpary social, psychological and moral
landscape that Mr. Gorbachev must

shake and move if his attempts at re-

~ form are going to get very far.

The director said he was trying to
“generalize’” rather than personalize
his central character, and so gave his

' dictator Hitler's mustache, Mussoli-

ni’s black shirt and nouter.nipenn

_ - Itisthe story of Stalin, told in fanta- for
. sies and nightmares, filmed in that the spirit of dictatorihip, the tools

., Stalin’s native Georgia by a Georgian of repression, the arbitrary, mindless

.. director, Tengiz - vidlation of de-
Abuladze, with " - cency sand resist-

N ing r- o By remain on
Cannes | B o . - e .

* was shown at the ~G’OrbaCheV " band, for an ap-
Soviet Embassy . . proved  Soviet
here, and en the Wlnface. work there are a
occasion . Mr. pumber of un-
Abuladze made a ST usually explicit,-
polm of thanking reverential refer-

The film's eading,

. articulating
.what appears to be its moral, shows

an old woman ea 8 pligrimage asking
directions from the hervine. “Is this
the road that leads to G church?” -
she inquires. “No,” says .
with a sad smile, “this is Varlam
{Stalin] Street." *“Oh,” says the
wornan. “what good is a md i

watch the film in Rs Soviet context. But
that is worthwhile to help dissipate
some of the riddles about Soviet soci-
ety now. It brings some understanding
of how terribly hard it is going to be to
provoke even partial changes, for
human as well as technological and
political reasons, end of the

:
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The way to dusty death — Shirley Verrett, Leo Nucci.

uncomfortable synthesis. Film is potentially
capable of opening up opera to a different
kind of examination, one that denies the
hidebound cultural assumptions of what,
for many people, is a reactionary plaything
for the over-privileged and activates other
possibilities (Losey’s Don Giovanni, Rosi’s
Carmen, Bergman’s The Magic Flute). But for
many directors, the screening of an opera
appears to be an act of ‘democratisation’ in
itself, extending its appeal by making it more
available to a wider audience. The resuli—is
it opera-film, film-opera, opera on film, or
filmed opera?—is too often a nameless
hybrid with no power, potential or validity of
its own.

D’Anna’s Macbeth is guilty of this form of
passivity. True, the film is visually volup-
tuous, filled with images of wintry desolation
in the exterior scenes, the mist rising above

the marshes, soldiers at work in the forests
hacking down ‘strange fruit’—the bodies of
hanged men—from the trees. The witches
are not Shakespeare’s famous ‘three’ but a
marauding, red-mouthed, feral tribe who
loot and feast and pillage from the dead and
dying. The natural order of things has been
suspended and there is a scene of this
derangement and unease in every sense. Leo
Nucci is a suitably lowering presence as Mac-
beth, a figure of complexity, uncertainty and
rage. But in spite of these flourishes, the
whole remains decidedly stage-bound and
unimaginative, exuding an air of leaden thea-
tricality. D’Anna fails to do justice to the
story’s violent and traumatic nature, and
equally has missed an opportunity to explore
the areas of silence, shadow and nightmare
from which it stems.

SYLVIA PASKIN

Monanieba (Repentance)

U.S.S.R., 1984

Director: Tengiz Abuladze

Cert—PG. dist—Cannon. p.c—Gruzia-Film/Georgian State Television. p. manager—Leomer
Gugushvili. assoc. d—Nana Janelidze, Neli Kutateladze, Suliko Gabisonia. asst. d—Tss.
Jervalidze, L. Tsipuria, P. Milorava. sc—Nana Janelidze, Tengiz Abuladze, Rezo Kveselava.
ph—Mikhail Agranovich. col—Orwocolor. camera op—Solomon Shenzelia, Gia Gersamia,
Valeri Shaveri, Guram Sadzaglishvili. ed—Guliko Omadze. p. designer—Georgi Mikeladze. set
dec—Navruz Abdul-ogli. m. arrangements—Nana Janelidze. make-up—Guram Barnabishvili.
sd. rec—Dimitri Gedevanishvili. subtitles—Filmexport Studios. I p—Aviandil Makharadze
(Varlam AravidzelAbel Aravidze), lya Ninidze (Guliko), Merab Ninidze (Tomike), Zeynab
Botsvadze (Ketevan Barateli), Ketevan Abuladze (Nino Barateli), Edisher Giorgobiani (Sandro
Barateli), Kakhi Kavsadze (Mikhail Korishelt), Nino Zakariadze (Elena Korisheli), Nato
Otzhigava (Ketevan as a child), Dato Kemkhadze (Abel as a child), Veriko Anjaparidze, Boris
Tsipuria, Akaki Khidasheli, Leo Antadze, Rezo Asadze, Amiran Amiranashvili, Amiran
Buadze, Dato Papuashvili, Srota Skhirtladze, Beso Khidasheli, M. Makhviladze, T. Tsitsish-
vili, M. Kakhiani, R. Kiknadze, Kh. Khobua, L. Kapanadze, K. Makhazadze, Z. Kav-
taradze, D. Dvalishvili, N. Javakhishvili, M. Jojua, T. Koshkadze, P. Nozadze, T. Tavariani,
M. Shembeli, 1. Vasadze, R. Baramidze, G. Gogoberidze, T. Saralidze, S. Gozichaishvili, G.
Onarashvili. 13,536 ft. 150 mins. Subritles.

Varlam Aravidze, deceased mayor of a com-
munity in the Soviet province of Georgia,
receives a prestigious funeral in keeping with

has to be reburied secretly 10 avoid scandal.
Next morning, the body has returned. The
police are summoned, and Varlam is restored

trap, the police capture the grave robber, a
woman who is wounded by a shot from Abel’s
son Tornike. She is Ketevan Barateli, a
humble cake decorator, and when brought to
trial she explains why Varlam should never be
laid to rest. She first encountered him when
she was a girl of eight; her father, Sandro,
protested against the proposed destruction of
a church which was being used as a research
centre, and on the pretext that Sandro’s
paintings were an offence to the public,
Varlam had him arrested and exiled. His
wife, Nino, was given no clue to his where-
abouts. A reign of terror began, in which
Varlam and his henchmen, Doksopulo and
Riktafela, rounded up despised intellectuals
like Mikhail Korisheli (Sandro’s former
teacher) and even entire groups sharing the
same name (like the Darbaisselis}) and
arranged their disappearance. Eventually
Nino, too, was arrested, and her daughter
never saw either parent again. Listening to
Ketevan’s story in the courtroom, Tornike
recalls the last days of his grandfather and
begins to question his own father’s career and
motivation. Ketevan is released by the court,
declaring her intention 10 continue to
exhume Varlam’s body; Abel uses all his
influence to have her declared insane and put
in an asylum, where Tornike visits her to
apologise. After a confrontaton with his
father, Tornike shoots himself with the gun
his grandfather gave him; in horror and
remorse, Abel himself digs up Varlam and
throws the body over a cliff.

In the new climate of tolerance that has
allowed the work of Klimov, Gherman, Pan-
filov, and notably Paradzhanov to be widely
seen in the West along with the directors
themselves, Abuladze’s breakthrough was
fortunately timed. From a script developed
in 1981 and filmed in 1984, Repentance only
had to wait on the shelf two years before
Gorbachev’s team (including Shevardnadze,
himself a Georgian, who encouraged the pro-
ject originally) were able 1o initiate the great
thaw. Accustomed to leisurely interludes
between his productions—he has made seven
features in thirty years—Abuladze has been
startled by the speed, as he sees it, with which
his film has become the symbol of glasnost
(his preferred phrase is novaya mysl—‘new
thinking’) in international cinema. He had
expected Repentance to be shelved for rather
longer, thanks 1o the efforts of the ‘present-
day Varlams’ who, he says, recognised them-
selves in the film and were characteristucally
determined to suppress it. Instead, hailed at
Cannes and snapped up by Cannon, Abu-
ladze’s modest project for Georgian television
(it was the first Sovie1 film 1o be made outside
the control of Goskino) has succeeded in con-
firming, not only 10 a Russian audience esti-
mated at over sixty million, but also to a
respectable portion of the rest of the globe
that the Iron Curtain has begun to let in some
daylight.

It might be argued, of course, that double-
think has not become 100 unfashionable for
Repeniance to be wilfully misinterpreted by
Kremlin strategists who measure their post-
Gorbachev scenarios in centuries rather than
decades. The Varlam composite (Hitler




. mediaeval armour to remind us that such
tyrants are a cyclical risk of history. The wild
behaviour of this strutting figure links him
conveniently with the intolerable spectre of
fascism which continues to chill the Soviet
memory (the Klimov cult, for example, is
generously fuelled by the Nazis of Come and
See), while his devious and ruthless exercise
of power indicates a new clarity in acceptable
Russian opinion of Stalin that much
enhances any calculated transparency in the
present leadership.

Stalin, like Abuladze and Varlam, came
from Georgia where loyalty to the Stalinist
method has proved perversely durable; no
harm would accordingly be seen at official
level in the film’s reminder that Georgians,
too, were vicims of Stalin’s repressive era,
and that children in general are not immune
from the failings of their parents. Viewed in
these terms, Repentance contains a reaffirm-
aton of the advantages of socialism which
constitutes no kind of threat 1o anybody,
except to such materialists as have long
deserved exile. While illustrating that any
violation of human rights is a criminal act (an
explosive ethic, one assumes, in a Soviet
context), the film associates such violation
with individual criminality, not with an
anonymous bureaucracy.

Certainly Varlam is unlikely to attract
admirers, whatever their nationality. “He
had a gift for turning a foe into a friend”,
mumbles the slightly demonic figure
entrusted with the funeral oration, adding
thoughtfully: “and vice versa”. The mourn-
ers fidget in an excess of grief, and one of
them swats at a fly. Varlam’s gifts, as Abu-
ladze chooses to reveal them, are mainly
related to the unexpected: extravagant in
posture, his charisma speaking far louder
than words (the first Varlam speech in the
film, scaffold and crow alongside, is drowned
out by a brass band and a burst water main),
he evokes Hynkel (from Chaplin), Azdak
(from Brecht) and Richard III (from choice)
with just a few treacherous salutations to
an invisible audience. One of Abuladze’s
accomplishments, with the aid of a welter of
detail, is 1o imply national upheaval with
seldom more than a dozen actors on screen,
plus the kind of rhetoric (“Four out of every
three people”, declaims the orator, “are our
enemies!”) that gives the spectator more than
enough to chew on. Close up, the ogre con-
verses in non-sequiturs, all charm and reason
until with a sudden snap of the patience he
unleashes a lunatic rage. Absurd, comical
and unpredictable, his motivation confused
and obscured (Abuladze shows him guided
by whispers unshared with us), his greatest
pleasure is to bellow operatic arias at his
captives. Varlam is in fact less persuasive as
archetypal tyrant than as problematic patri-
arch within his own suffering family.

Repentance is the third part of a trilogy
which Abuladze began in 1968 with The
Invocation and continued with The Wishing
Tree in 1976. Based on poems, legends and
anecdotes by Georgian writers, the first two
films are visually remarkable if discursive in
text, much as might be said for Repentance.
The clearest links between all three are their
themes of innocence betrayed (The Invo-
cation is an allegory in which Truth is hanged
by the Devil, The Wishing Tree tells of a
maiden put to public and fatal shame for sake

of pure love), and of what Abuladze calls, by
way of contrast, “the guilt of the innocent™.
By this he says he means the intrusion,
whether for reasons of malice or for good
intentions, of one life into another. Signifi-
cantly, Abuladze’s discussions of Repentance
reveal that his concern is as much with the
dictator’s son, Abel, as with the conventional
malpractices of the unscrupulous Varlam. “]
find Abel even more dangerous: he is a man
of double consciousness, unable to tell good
from evil. He advocates atheism and wears
the cross. Would you deny that many people
like him live among us?”

Balancing the dominant figure of Varlam,
much of Repentance is devoted to Abel
(excellently played by the same actor), whose
self-awareness, prompted by the confron-
tatons with his father’s corpse and, in due
course, with that of his own son, reaches its
peak when he at last digs up the dictator for
himself. Abel justifies Varlam’s behaviour
with all the usual clichés: “I’m not saying he
didn’t make mistakes, but he was driven by
great motives . . . always guided by the
interests of society . .. never personally
killed anyone”. But as his struggle with the
unrepentant grave robber intensifies, Abel’s

Barateli cake shop where Ketevan first hears
of Varlam’s death and decides her plan of
campaign to expose the tyrant’s corpse. The
implication of this enclosure (the same news-
paper report, the same cakes, the same Kete-
van, arc present at the beginning and end of
the film) is curiously that all else is in
Ketevan’s imagination, a mixture of recollec-
tion, prediction and utter fantasy. At the
same time, the film’s uncertain tone, with its
eccentric resemblance to a caricatured
passion play, can usefully be blamed on Kete-
van’s reverie, prompted by a newspaper
photograph and by childhood memones of
strange, illogical events. It could be that Var-
lam’s reign of terror, the events after his
funeral, and Ketevan’s commital to an
asylum (implausibly rendered as some rusty
bars and a pleasantly verdant outlook) have
never taken place at all—thus decisively
defusing such threat as the allegory might
have contained for the Varlams of this world.

The film’s postscript (“What good is aroad
if it doesn’t lead you to a church?”) seems 1o
bring Abuladze’s trilogy full circle as a debate
about morality and faith, although in the
light of Repentance it must clearly be neces-
sary to take a fresh look at the previous sec-

Zeynab Botsvadze, in implausible asvlum.

private nightmare grips him with doubts
and images intriguingly reminiscent of a
Bergmanesque expressionism—his face is
reflected in a cracked mirror, he explores his
sins in interrogation with a fish-eating demon
(who turns out to be part parent and part
himself), and winds up in court still clutching
the fish’s skeleton. Finally, seated in the dark
at an immense black table which, thanks to a
smooth retreat of the camera, seems to
resemble a coffin, he accepts responsibility
for the sins of his father and proceeds to
atonement.

Reducing the parable even further to
the level of domestic exploration, the tale

of a feud between two families, Abuladze
anrlacee hie film within twn cranec a1 the

uons, and to identify what may be speci-
fically Georgian rather than broadly Soviet
about Abuladze’s message. Meanwhile, he
has given us an astonishing gallery of images,
from the first Gothic appearance of the
corpse in the garden (discovered by Abel’s
wife in a flame-red robe) to the bitter interro-
gation scene involving blind Justice and a
grand piano. If Repentance, in quoting
Shakespeare’s sonnet (number 66, as Varlam
is delighted to remind us), deals in several
senses with “art made tongue-tied by
authority”, it reassuringly confirms that
Abuladze, by being in the right place at the
right time, has triumphantly reversed the
situation, at least for a while.
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From Russia With S

By OLGA CARLISLE

HE CENTRAL FIGURE OF

‘Repentance” is Varlam the

dictator — the mayor of a

Georgian city who looks
. vaguely like Mussolini but also
has some of Hitler's madness and
Stalin’s cunning and something, too, of
the Georgians’ own Lavrenti P. Beria,
Stalin's murderous secret police chief
with his glittering pince-nez. Varlam's
vise to power is relentless. As his grip on
his people tightens, fear and corruption
are made palpable.

‘“Repentance,”” a complex, coherent
metaphor of the evil of tyranny, is the
creation of Tengiz Abuladze, a Soviet
Georgian film maker. His attack on
Stalinism and the heirs of Stalin has been
seen by millions of people in the Soviet
Union, and “Repentance” is the coun-

In ‘Repentance,’
the director Tengis
Abuladze takes
fhammer and sickle
to tyrants
everywhere.

-ry's nominee for an Academy Award
Hor best foreign film.

The film, scheduled 1o open in New
‘York on Friday at the Cinema Studio, be-
‘gins with the death and funeral of Var-
lam, whose corpse proceeds to reappear
«and — despite reburial — to appear
again.

The Georgian city in which the film is
set resembles a run-down provincial

town in the south of France or ltaly, and

the film is a study of a society destroyed
by a malevolent, maniacal ruler, whose
Jegacy is a debilitating perpetuation of
jies that his descendants refuse to face,
much as the heirs of Stalin have done in
the Soviet Union.

Stark Christian imagery appears
throughout: the villain devouring a fish,
2 heavily mustachioed friend of Var-
fam's family wolfing down church-
shaped cakes. Weaving them together in
@ surreal manner, Mr. Abuladze gives
expression to what he sees as the need
for al} of the film’s viewers — not only
Georgians or Soviels — to repent in the
aftermath of recent history.

His surrealistic effects recall the
magical ease with which the peacock ap-
pears on a snowdrift in Fellini’'s “‘Amar-
cord "’ Some of the film is enigmatic. A
white grand prano stands in the middle of
an overgrowrn garden where a mar
wearing onh a shirt puts flower< unde:
its bd A blindio:ded young wormar is led
off into the bushes by a white-gloved
man n black Js not that heavy-set.
smirking man with the small mustache
perhaps the devil himself? Here is that
wicked man destroying the lives of a
beautiful voung couple with a littie girl.
But the wornan who 1s decorating pas-
tnes 1o ook ke small churches why s
she sc sad? Almost as< sad as the dark-
haired young man who keeps shouting at
fis father Both are angry. Evidently the
man with the mustache had donc them
greatharm

Other scenes expresc the Soviet ex-
perience in wave never seen before a
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Propped against a tree, the corpse of the
with terror in “Repentance.” Below left,

times, however, it was also the birth-
place of Stalin, who, through his hench-
man Beria, woul exterminate most of
the intelligentsia of his homeland.
Among the survivors were Tengiz Abula-
dze and his family

His father was a medical doclor, an¢
his mother was an economist. Born in
1924, Mr. Abuladze first studied direct-
ing in Tbihsi, then in Moscow at the
Higher State Institute of Cinematogra-
phy. The director of half a dozen films,
he has received several Soviet and inter-
national awards — at Edinburgh, San
Remo and Cannes.

En route to Colorado. in the stately
dining room of the Lodge at Grand Can-
yon, Mr. Abuladze offered a toast in the
elaborate Georgian manner, ending:
... An old behief in my country is that
only the ideal world has reality.”

»
During the five davs on the road to Tel-
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expression to what he sees as the need
for all of the film's viewers — not only
Georgians or Soviets — to repent in the
aftermath of recent history.

His surrealistic effects recall the
magical ease with which the peacock ap-
pears on a snowdrift in Fellini’s ‘““Amar-
cord.” Some of the film is enigmatic, A
white grand piano stands in the middle of
an overgrown garden where a man
wearing only a shirt puts flowers under
its lid. A blindfoldéd young woman is led
off into the bushes by a white-gloved
mean in black. Is not that heavy-set,
smirking man with the small mustache
perhaps the devil himself? Here is that
wicked man destroying the lives of a
beautiful young couple with a little girl.
But the woman who is decorating pas-
tries to look llke small churches, why is
she so sad? Almost as sad as the dark-
haired young man whn keeps shouting at
his father. Both are angry. Evidently the
man with the mustache had done them
great harm.

Other scenes express the Soviet ex-
perience in ways never seen before: a
shipment of logs arrives at the railway
station from some distant logging camp,
some scratched with the names of pris-
oners desperate to communicate with
wives and family, who search the piles of
logs in the impossible hope of reaching
out to those who would never return to
the realm of the living.

Against the glittering post-modernist
décor of the Las Vegas airport on his ar-
rival for a visit to the United States last
August in connection with the American
premiere of '‘Repentance’” at the Tellu-
ride Film Festival, Tengiz Abuladze
looked sedate in his navy blue blazer, a
visitor from a more decorous time and
place. He is in his early 60’s, a bit stocky,
gray-haired, with large brown eyes full
of curilosity behind bifocai eyeglasses.

On a drive through the dazzling night
streets of Las Vegas, Mr. Abuladze
gazed around in disbelief. In a casino,
acrobats on trapezes protected by huge
nets flew high above the crowds of gam-

Olga Carlisle is the author of “‘Voices
in the Snow,"" a study of Russian writers
and artists. She served as interpreter for
Tengiz Abuladze at the Telluride Film
Festival.

blers. At the bar of Caesars Palace, in
the late-Roman surroundings echoing
with the clunk and whirr of slot ma-
chines, the jingle of coins, he took in the
spectacle of Middie America enjoying a
noisy, end-of-summer gambling spree,
but clearly his mind was elsewhere: on
movies and movie makers.

He talked about Elem Klimov, who
had played a crucial role in bringing
about the recent liberalization of the
Soviet film industry and in promoting
the release of a number of excellent
films, Including '‘Repentance,” on the
shelves of Goskino, the all-powerful state
film agency. He discussed the Georgian
film makers, Per capita, Georgia, with a
population of five million, was said to
boast more major film makers than any
nation on earth.

Soviet Georgia, in the Caucasus moun-
tains, was first founded as an independ-
ent Christian kingdom in the fourth cen-
tury. It became a part of the Russian
Empire in the late 18th century in ex-
change for the czar’'s protection against
Turkish and Persian invaders. Tradi-
tionally for Russians, Georgia has been a
country of the heart, as ltaly was to the
English Romantic poets. In modern

Propped against a tree, the corpse of the evil Varlam fills his son, Avel,
' with terror in “Repentance.” Below left, the director.

times, however, it was also the birth-
place of Stalin, who, through his hench-
man Beria, woul exterminate most of
the intelligentsia of his homeland.
Among the survivors were Tengiz Abula-
dze and his family. A

His father was a medical doctor, and
his mother was an economist. Born in
1924, Mr. Abuladze first studied direct-
ing in Tbilisi, then in Moscow at the
Higher State Institute of Cinematogra-
phy. The director of half a dozen films,
he has received several Soviet and inter-
national awards — at Edinburgh, San
Remo and Cannes. h.{

En route to Colorado, in thé stately
dining room of the Lodge at Grand Can-
yon, Mr. Abuladze offered a toast in the
elaborate Georgian manner, ending:
‘... An old belief in my country is that
only the ideal world has reality."”

During the five days on the road to Tel-
luride, Mr. Abuladze described the near
fatal automobile crash that had caused
him to make ‘‘Repentance.”

‘It happened one morning near Yere-
van in Armenia,’” he said. A garbage
truck ran into us. The young man at the
wheel was killed. | spent many months in
hospitals recovering. I decided that if 1
should live and be able to work again |
would do something that really mat-
tered. Something important.. I started
writing ‘Repentance’ in 1981. Against all
reason, I knew I could film it one day.
Every episode in it is based on fact.
Once, the woman who bakes the cakes in
the film told me and a Russian friend
about her experiences in camp. She
spoke for six hours. Her story stirred in
me the need to share it with others. |
knew that her story — which {s really
ours — could only be told as a moral tale,
mixing phantasmagorical and concrete
detail.

“At the end of 1982, the script was
ready. 1 decided to show it to Eduard
Shevardnadze, our Foreign Minister,
who was then the First Secretary of the
Communist Party of Georgia. I left it at
his office and heard nothing from him
for months, Then one day when he was
on a mission in Kisiovodsk, 1 was asked

to travel out there to meet with him. We
discussed the script — which he liked. He
made a few suggestions.

“Eventually, since no movie can be
made in the U.S.S.R. without Goskino’s
approval, we decided ‘o make ‘Repent-
ance’ as a television show. Once a year,
Georgian television is authorized to
produce a single cultural program. Only
its theme need be approved in Moscow.
All we had to do was send a telegram:
‘Tengiz Abuladze will shoot a program
on a moral-esthetic subject.’

“We filmed ‘Repentance’ in 1984, in
five months. Many Georgian artists and
actors were involved. My own household
became a beehive of activity. My wife, a
distinguished stage actress, plays the
woman in black weeping as she finds the
name of a loved one on a log. My daugh-
ter plays Nina Baratelli, the female lead.
Nana Djanelidze, my daughter-in-law,
worked on the script and arranged the .
music. One of my best friends in the
world, my grandson, is the little boy who
tells about the arrival of logs at the rail-
way station. 1 was fortunate in having an
actor of genius, Avtandil Makharadze,
play the dictator and his son.

‘ ‘Repentance’ was delivered to
Goskino on Christmas 1984 and shelved
for nearly two years. As you can imag-
ine, Varlam’s heirs tried to stop it, say-
ing that it would estrange our people
from one another. 1 agreed to no
changes: I believed that the film's time
would come. Eventually things began to
move forward. The overall situation — in
films, in literature, in the news media ~—
was suddenly transformed. A special
commission to examine movies which
had been denied distribution was creat-
ed. Our film makers went to Hollywood
to establish ties with their American col-
leagues.

“As for ‘Repentance,’ it would not
have existed without Shevardnadze.
Eventually Mikhail Gorbachev saw the
film, and he also liked it, and so did Sec-
ond Party Secretary [Yegor K.} Liga-
chev. Our Minister of Culture [Alek-
sandr N.] Yakovlev sent it to Cannes. Be-
fore that, its distribution throughout the
Soviet Union was authorized. The fore-
Continued on Page 34
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December 21, 1987

Mr. Kenneth M. Duberstein
Deputy Chief of Staff
The White House

Mr. Duberstein:

For your information.

Stanton H. Burnett
Counselor of the Agency

United States Information Agency



LCecember 21, 1987

Dear Kr, Viirthlin:

hirector VWick asked that you receive these materials this
norning,

They include USIA Research's pre- and post-summit polling
highlights, plus recent media reaction reporteg, cn the
Presicent's image overseas.

Sincerely,

Stanten i, Burnett
Councelor of the Agency

Mr. Richard Wirthlin
Decision/lMaking/Information
1363 Beverly Road

lcLean, Virginia 22102
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Early Report

Monday, December 21, 1987

MAJOR STORIES

BRIEFS

HEADLINES

Britain

France

West
Germany

-- U.S. Economy
Nicaragua

-~ Nobel Prize for Reagan, Gorbachev
-- Reagan Image

-- Takeshita's Visit to Washington
-- King Hussein in Moscow

—-- Goria in Washington

—-~ Israeli Territories

U.S. ECONOMY

"Accord on Contra Aid Averts U.S. Budget Crisis”
(Times)

"White House Edges Towards a Compromise on Budget"
(Guardian)

"Congress Seeks More Time for Budget Talks" (Financial

Times)

"The Dollar and Industrial Europe" [Tribune de

1'Economie (tree-BUNE duh leh-koh-noh-MEE) ]

"Hope for Summit Improves Stock Markets" [France-Soir
(FRAHNS SWAHR) |

"Group of Seven Could Meet Soon" [Les Echos
(lehz-eh-KOH) ]

"pPlunge to Second Class" [Der Spiegel
(dare-SHPEE-ghel) ]

United States Information Agency
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REAGAN IMAGE

West "Reagan Strengthened" [Stuttgarter Zeitung
Germany (STOOT-garter TSEYE-toong) ]

Saturday's liberal Stuttgarter Zeitung commented in an
editorial, "Influenced to a large degree by his wife
Nancy, President Ronald Reagan changed from an
arch-conservative Republican to a Realpolitiker
because ideology prevented him from successfully
governing the nation...

"The new pragmatic Reagan obviously left the
Iran-contra scandal behind him....The Washington
summit has pushed Reagan's popularity to old
heights...and U.S. opinion surveys underline that
Reagan is on the right course..."

India "INF Accord in Perspective: A Promising
Preamble" (Indian Express)

The independent Indian Express stated today,
"Gorbachev and Reagan have made possible what looked
impossible until the other day. If it earns them a
page each in history, whether or not that was their
basic motivation, especially Reagan's, so be it. They
deserve it."

TAKESHITA'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON

Japan "Prime Minister Seeks Settlement of U.S.-
Japan Problems" [Tokyo Shimbun (toh-kee-oh
sheem-boon) ]

Liberal Tokyo Shimbun said, "Prime Minister Takeshita
will begin a full-scale study this week to prepare for
the U.S.-Japan summit talks scheduled for January 13.

"The Prime Minister must make his first trip to the
United States succeed at all costs (according to an
aide) in order to firmly establish the foundation of
the Takeshita Cabinet..."

USIA/P/M
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Research Memorandum

United States Information Agency
Washington, D.C. 20547

Office of Research

December 21, 1987
Post-Summit Survey

WEST EUROPEANS LAUD SUMMIT, OVERWHELMINGLY APPROVE INF TREATY,
BUT WOULD HALT ELIMINATION OF INF MISSILES
IF MOSCOW VIOLATES TREATY

This analysis is based on USIA-sponsored national telephone
polls, December 14-16, 1987, in Belgium, Britain, France,
Italy, the Netherlands and West Germany.

Summarz :

O West Europeans overwhelmingly support the INF Treaty although a
sizable minority believe it will make them more vulnerable to
Soviet conventional forces. West Germans are least concerned
about Soviet conventional forces.

0 Most West Europeans do not believe INF elimination
undermines the U.S. commitment to defend West Europe.

0 Most have confidence that the Soviet Union will observe the INF
Treaty. But, West Europeans believe NATO should halt the
scheduled elimination of INF missiles in Western Europe if the
Soviet Union were to violate the INF Treaty.

o Immediately after the Washington Summit, West Europeans not
surprisingly say relations are good between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union. Positive assessments of this relationship are at
their highest level in recent years. But few say the Summit
did much to resolve Soviet human rights violations or end the
Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.

West Europeans Expect Soviets to Abide by INF Treaty
But Favor Halting Elimination of INF in Western Europe if Violations Occur
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West Europeans Widely Acclaim INF Treaty, Do Not Believe
Security Threatened

West Europeans -- ranging from 78% in France to 96%-97% in West
Germany, the Netherlands and Italy -- overwhelmingly approve the
INF Treaty. Moreover, these are enthusiastic supporters.
Majorities in Britain (65%), Italy (79%), the Netherlands (76%)
and West Germany (77%) strongly favor the INF agreement.
Nevertheless, sizable minorities -- between one-quarter and
one-third everywhere but West Germany -—- believe Western Europe
will be more vulnerable to Soviet conventional forces as a result
of the Treaty's implementation. Only 16 percent of Germans share
this fear (See Table 1). 1In any event the prevailing view is that
the Treaty will have no effect on European security, suggesting
that its chief significance is political.

NATO's INF Deployments Credited With Bringing Moscow to Agree
to Treaty

In a striking vindication of NATO's two-track strategy, majorities
in the Netherlands (63%) and Italy (72%) and sizable pluralities
elsewhere believe NATO's decision to deploy U.S. cruise and
Pershing II missiles had either a great effect or a fairly
significant effect in causing the Soviet Union to agree to the
elimination of its INF missiles (See Table 2).

Decoupling Not an Issue Among General Public

The prevailing opinion in all countries is that the United States
will be just as "committed to the defense of Western Europe" after
the elimination of intermediate range nuclear missiles. Moreover,
majorities in Britain (59%), France (61%), Italy (67%), the
Netherlands (57%) and West Germany (56%) are confident the United
States will do "whatever is necessary" to defend their country if
attacked. The Belgians are evenly divided (46% to 44%) on this
issue.

Europeans Say Their Interests Not Protected at Summit

Majorities in all countries outside of Italy lack confidence

that the United States did much to protect their interests when
negotiating with the Soviet Union at the Washington Summit. The
Italians are evenly divided as to whether the U.S. protected their
interests at the Summit. In light of overwhelming European
approval of the principal results of the Summit, these findings
may reflect an unavoidable disquiet resulting from the bilateral
nature of the meeting.
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West Europeans Willing to Halt Scheduled Missile Elimination
if Soviets Violate Agreement

Although large proportions -- ranging from 52% in France to 82% in
Italy -- have confidence the Soviet Union will observe the INF
Treaty, majorities in Britain (67%), France (65%), the Netherlands
(55%), and West Germany (59%) and half in Italy think NATO should
not continue the scheduled elimination of INF missiles if Soviet
violations are observed. The Belgians are almost evenly split on
this issue (See Table 3).

Summit Seen Reducing East—West Tensions But Not Soviet Human
Rights Violations

Majorities -- ranging from 56% in Belgium to 83% in Italy -- in
all countries except France credit the Washington Summit with
reducing East-~West tensions. The French are evenly split on their
assessment of the Summit's impact. Large majorities in all
countries, from 78 percent in France to 94 percent in Italy, now
describe U.S.-Soviet relations as good or very good.

Despite perceived success on arms control and U.S.-Soviet
relations, majorities in Belgium (59%), Britain (67%), France
(73%), the Netherlands (75%) and West Germany (80%) believe the
Summit did little to resolve human rights issues in the Soviet
Union. Prior to the Summit most British and Germans had expected
progress on human rights in the Soviet Union.

Gorbachev Making Headway With Public Opinion on
Afghanistan Diplomacy

A plurality in Italy and majorities elsewhere say the Summit

did not accomplish very much in resolving the Soviet war in
Afghanistan. But only in France are Gorbachev's assertions of
willingness to withdraw troops widely seen as "merely propaganda."
The prevailing view in Italy, the Netherlands and West Germany is
that he is serious. The Belgians are evenly divided (35% to 33%).
Among the British who have an opinion, Gorbachev's proposals are
thought to be serious by a two-to~one margin.

The Washington Summit Fuels START Expectations

In the afterglow of the Washington Summit, a small plurality in
France and majorities everywhere else anticipate major cuts in
U.5. and Soviet strategic nuclear weapons during the coming year.

Prepared by: Steven K. Smith, R/WE M-12/21/87

Approved by: Nils H. Wessell, Director
Office of Research 485-2965



Table 1: West European Vulnerability to
Soviet Conventional Forces

As a result of this agreement eliminating intermediate range
nuclear missiles, would you say that West Europe will be more
vulnerable or less vulnerable to Soviet and Warsaw Pact
conventional forces -- or will the agreement have no effect
on this score?

Belgium Britain France Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) {(536) (505)

More vulner. 29% 26% 33% 24% 34% 16%
Less vulner. 17 13 8 24 11 17
Have no effect 37 49 37 31 45 58
don't know 17 12 22 21 10 9
100% 100% 100% 100% 00% 100%

Table 2: NATO Deployment of INF

How much of an effect do you think NATO's deployment of its
own intermediate range nuclear missiles had on the willingness
of the Soviet Union to sign an agreement eliminating their
intermediate range nuclear missiles -- did it have a great
effect, a fairly significant effect, not much of an effect,
or no effect at all?

Belgium Britain France Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) (536) (505)

Great effect 15% 12% 10% 18% 13% 11%
Fairly sigqg.

effect 30 39 36 54 50 39

subtotal 5 1 46 2 63 50
Not much

effect 22 26 14 9 19 29
No effect 11 1 _8 _4 _8 9

subtotal 33 33 22 13 27 38
don't know 22 16 32 15 10 12
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% 100% 100% 00% 00%
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Table 3: Reaction to Soviet Cheating on INF Treaty

If it was found that the Soviet Union was cheating and not

fulfilling this agreement to eliminate its missiles, do you
think that NATO should or should not continue to eliminate

its own intermediate range nuclear missiles? ’

Belgium Britain France - Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) (536) (505)
NATO should
continue 45% 23% 12¢% 34¢ 38% 31%
NATO should
not continue 41 67 65 50 55 59
don't know 14 10 23 16 7 10

100¢% 100% 100% 100% 100% 00%




’H-fo-;n;a't ‘:6;" - Ottice of the Director
Agency

Washington, D.C. 20547

December 17, 1987

Dear Mr. President:

Coverage of the summit in the world media continues to be very
heavy and positive. One major foreign publication that has
consistently depicted the United States in negative terms has
changed its approach in recognition of your efforts and
achievements.

West Germany's most important illustrated magazine, "stern" (circ.
1,700,000; independent, liberal to left-of-center), has been
critical of the U.S. military presence in Europe and has usually
given a negative and sensational slant to stories on the United
States and on you. However, the editorial in the December 10
issue by Hamburg-based Editor-in-Chief Klaus Liedtke, whom I met
at a reception given by "stern" last Friday in Washington and with
whom I discussed American foreign policy at some length, clearly
reflects a more positive and balanced approach. A translation of
the editorial is attached at Tab A and the magazine itself at Tab
B.

In a special section on the summit inside the same issue of
"stern" entitled "The Handshake" (pp. 12-27, not translated), the
authors stress that you had insisted from the beginning on
negotiating actual reductions in nuclear weapons from a position
of strength, that you are the one who first suggested a 50%
reduction in strategic missiles, and that it was America that
first proposed the Zero Solution for INF. Such straightforward
statements of fact and public recognition of credit owed to you
and the United States mark considerable progress in our efforts
with European publications that have looked at us too often with a
jaundiced eye.

I am enclosing at Tab C a copy of a letter from the Washington
Bureau Chief of "stern," Ms. Wibke Bruhns, who confirms that
"stern" and Klaus Liedtke are now prepared to "make the President
visible and . . . to explain his successful strategy."

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500
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In addition to telling me that he was wrong about you, Mr. Liedtke
indicates in the editorial that he feels your accomplishment is a
public relations event that occurs once in a decade and that every
day that goes by diminishes the opportunity to take advantage of
it. Accordingly, I urge that you promptly implement the
suggestions that we have given to the White House about meeting
with the correspondents of major foreign publications and granting
ten-minute television interviews by satellite with four or five of
the most widely heralded anchor persons in England, France, Italy
and Germany whom we have identified as objective and sympathetic.
They look forward to the interviews as opportunities for helping
their nations to get to know you better and to understand your
policies within the current context of achievement.

With warm regards.

Sincerely,

Charles Z. Wick
Director



Isn’t it great, how one can be wrong? Would you have thought it possible

five years ago, that Ronald Reagan, who raged his anti-communism with a

verbal barrage against the “evil empire”, would smoke a pipe of peace with |
a head of the communist party?

Would you have thought it possible, that the gerontrocacy in the Kremiin
lets a “young man " rise to power, who does not only understand the misery
of the in reality practiced communism, but who attempts to overcome it

by revolutionary changes?

I have to admit that | didn’t dare to think that boldly. Now both, Reagan and
Gorbatschow, have made history, and it seems as {f all those prophets for
the end of the world will be proven wrong, who saw mankind on the
incessant path to the apocalypse. May it bet just 3 percent of ail nuclear
weapons, which now will be scrapped - in Washington the change into the

post-nuclear age has been inaugurated.

Almost over night a new reason has relaxed the relationship between the
superpowers. Images of the enemy are watered down, realpolitik is finally
asked for. After four decades, during which the two most powerful
countries of the world indulged in their primitive addiction to armaments,
invested trilitons in destructrive weapons, made the globe a bomb with
burning fuse - after so much madness there 1S suddenly a chance to switch
from the ideas of confrontation to the ideas of partnership.




It is not discernment alone, which caused the change in atmosphere.
Shaken by ever new crises the superpowers since years have had to accept
a decrease in their influence. Both have growing difficulties to force their
will on the world. Allies and satraps alienate themselves from their
respective predominating power. Set out to be a role model for the worid -
communism there, the American way of life here - both rivals had to
recognize, that their attraction has limits.

Totally out of the question is the Sow jet model. The "hoard™ of
world-redemption as it was planned by Marx and Lenin became under
Gorbachev’s predecessors a commonplace for revolutionary babble;
mismanagment, corruption, narrow-minded bureaucracy mark the failed

attempt to out-pace the west.

Also America bids farewell to the dream to be "the 1ast best hope of
mankind” (Abraham Lincoln). After the flush of the first Reagan years,
where it looked for a while as if a combination of laissez-faire-economics
and military muscle-flexing would help the USA to gain back her old
greatness, the nation realizes in disillusion, that it has lived beyond its
means. A declining standard of living, increasing debts, plunging stock
prices let the giant of the post-war years shrink to normal size.

The new eye for reality, which could only be ignored any longer at the
price of continuing self-deception, led to new thinking. in Moscow, where
Gorbachev and his reformers recognized, that the dogmatically encrusted
Soviet-system would have no chance in the age of high-tech, spring broke
out: opponents of the regime are no longer automatically sent to Siberia,




there are personal aiternatives in elections, and who achieves more will
be entitled to earn more. The Kremiin wants to terminate its adventure in
Afghanistan as quickly as pessible, and it has been a long time since
anybody talked about the export of revolutionary ideas.

in Washington, where the world outside for a long time has been viewed as
through the siit of a tank, diplomacy is getting acquainted with the
requirements of the balance of power. Nobody indulges openly any more in
war-strategies, nobody babbles any longer about a possible “victory™ ina
nuclear war. The Soviets are granted the right to strategic parity, one even
has started to talk about the arch-rival’s legitimate international
interests. And even with the American people the traditional fear of the
red 1s diminishing, Russian is “in". Gorbachev at the moment is more
popular tpan almost all candidates for the coming presidential elections.

To make sure, on the long way to reality in an increasingly complicated
world, where states become more and more dependent on each other, only a
first step has been taken. There are more problems than the collective
wisdom of today’s leaders could possibly solve: hunger, overpopulation,

oppression, environmental catastrophies... but this is a beginning.
“Dear posterity”, Albert Einstein wrote in 1936, “if you don’t become more
Just, more peaceful and in any case more sensible than we are or have

been, the devil shall fetch you™.

After this week’'s events Satan will have to wait a little longer.




BKE BRUHNS Stam

" ‘ngton Bureau Chief ' The German Magazine

Dec. 16, 1987

Mr. ChorlesZ Wick ' S T T
Director of the USIA

Deer Mr. Wick,-

this s the translation of Klaus L1edtke’s editor1al. Please keep fn mind thet | am
not 8 professional interpreter, but | tried to keep 1t as close as it was possible
on such a short notice.

The article Instde the fssue focusses on the same subject, describing the
development {n the United States and in the Soviet Union which made the signing
of the INF treaty possible. It emphasizes in particuler, that the President always
hes been talking about the difference between limitations for arms butldup like
in previous treaties and the necessity for arms reductions, and that he fought the
SALT 11 tresty because of this reason. It also describes how the Prestdent
favoured the zero-option from the beginntng and that nobody thought he was
serious ( because the Soviets would reject it anyway), and that it was he who
brought up the suggestion for SO ® reduction in strategic missiles, and thet the
world would not believe him, because 8t the same time he was fighting vor the
MX 1n Congress. And the article goes on describing that as eerly as in the election
campaign in 1980 Ronald Reagan has always stuck to his vision of getting the
Soviets to negotiate actual reductions through US strength, and that at least we in
Europe considered this to be 8 ploy, and that it would never work - and now,
after eight years of patience and persistence, it has.

{ understand that your conversation with Klsus L1edtke had the subject that US

policy in this time, where everybody 1s so happy sbout the tresty, should not
leave the field of public relations in Europe to the Soviets but rather meke the

president visible ang heard to explain his successful strategy. Mr. Liedtke asked
me 10 let you know, that STERN would be more then happy to contribute to this,
the ultmimats being an Interview with the president of course. As you may well
know, he has never given any German paper this opportunity. The utmost were o
few pooled events with German television and datly newspaper correspondents
on the eve of the trip to the economic summit 1n Bonn for example. We of course
feel that specifically now, after signing a treaty which has such a great
importance especislly for Germans on the front-1ine, this would be the best
time (o change that habit.

| am glad you could make it to the reception the other day.

Sincerely, QDQ
‘\L>&~.>.__ \)h\k D
2810 29th Street N.W., P.O. Box 11696, Washi D.C. 20008-0897 . (202) 462-2223

Wibke Bruhns Gruner + Jahr AG & Co
- Prinbieine bicy en












Table 1: West European Vulnerability to
Soviet Conventional Forces

As a result of this agreement eliminating intermediate range
nuclear missiles, would you say that West Europe will be more
vulnerable or less vulnerable to Soviet and Warsaw Pact

conventional forces -- or will the agreement have no effect
on this score?

Belgium Britain France 1Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) (536) (505)

More vulner. 29% 26% 33% 24% 34% 16%
Less vulner. 17 13 8 24 11 17
Have no effect 37 49 37 31 45 58
don't know 17 12 22 21 10 9
100% 100% 100% 100% 00% 100%

Table 2: NATO Deployment of INF

How much of an effect do you think NATO's deployment of its
own intermediate range nuclear missiles had on the willingness
of the Soviet Union to sign an agreement eliminating their
intermediate range nuclear missiles -- did it have a great
effect, a fairly significant effect, not much of an effect,

or no effect at all?

Belgium Britain France Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) (536) (505)
Great effect 15% 12% 10% 18% 13% 11%
Fairly sig.
effect 30 39 36 54 50 39
subtotal 5 1 46 72 3 50
Not much
effect 22 26 14 9 19 29
No effect 11 7 _8 _4 _8 9
subtotal 33 33 22 13 27 38
don't know 22 16 32 15 10 12
00% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%



Table 3: Reaction to Soviet Cheating on INF Treaty

If it was found that the Soviet Union was cheating and not
fulfilling this agreement to eliminate its missiles, do you
think that NATO should or should not continue to eliminate
its own intermediate range nuclear missiles? ’

Belgium Britain France -Italy Nether. Germany

(513) (501) (503) (503) (536) (505)
NATO should
continue 45% 23% 12% 34% 38% 31%
NATO should
not continue 41 67 65 50 55 59
don't know 14 10 23 16 7 10
100% 100% 100% 100% 00% 100%
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Talking Points on Gorbachev's Book Perestroyka

General

Designed for Western audience.

Logical presentation of themes familiar to Soviet
citizens from Gorbachev's speeches.

Compared with routine Soviet political literature, a
surprisingly frank treatment of what has been wrong
with Soviet society.

The cure for economic and other problems is presented
undogmatically, suitably dressed up in Lenin quotes.
Book was completed in August/September 1987, before
the Yeltsin affair or the Summit. Shows political
boldness but is realistic in counseling against
extremes of glasnost.

Gorbachev concedes that perestroyka has been more
difficult than he first imagined.

Glasnost and Perestroyka

Gorbachev makes a strong case for economic and social
change. Glasnost is a conscious tool to effect change.
Glasnost will help close the gap between rhetoric and
reality.

Glasnost implies criticism, but this criticism must be
responsible, not simply ambitious (Yeltsin's problem!).
Many officials still resist criticism. Some of them
try to intimidate critics by warning that the West

will take advantage (this was precisely the argument

of KGB chief Chebrikov in September 1987 speech!).

The press plays a key role; it must be more effective,
less boring.

Not everyone accepts perestroyka, but Gorbachev cites _
support from the masses in letters he receives. '
Perestroyka is a revolution both from above and below.

Economic Reform

Gorbachev stresses socialist principles, e.9., public
ownership. He shuns capitalist labels or institutions.
Nevertheless, a few "exceptions" are allowed: private
retail and service activities; family farms on
contract.

Concept: Enhance individual interest (incentive) by
differentiated pay.

Concept: Start with the enterprise, not the center.
Decentralize decision-making.

Concept: Replace administrative methods with economic
devices.

Eliminate subsidies by reforming prices. (But
Gorbachev doesn't address the question of allowing
market forces to set prices.)

Planning becomes strategic, rather than detailed
management from afar. Layers of planning and
administrative bureaucracy are to be cut.




Investment must go into high technology rather than
adding grandiose new projects. And Soviets must learn
how to harness technology better.

The consumer expects and deserves better food, health
care and housing.

He fails to address the key question of military
spending (except for general language about the needs
of the Third World).

IV. Political and Social Issues

No change in the Party's monopoly on power.

But multiple candidates should compete for office (at
least on the local level).

The rule of law must be strengthened, and past
injustices compensated. Very harsh criticism of
Stalin's abuses.

Gorbachev's view of women is patronizing and
traditional. He wants to lighten their housekeeping
burden.

Soviet Jews are not mentioned, except in brief
reference to the twin evils of Zionism and
anti-Semitism. Other nationality problems are
discussed from an unabashed Russian chauvinistic
viewpoint.

The KGB is mentioned only in dealing with Western
critics. Gorbachev's answer is that the Party
controls it.

Religion is scarcely mentioned, except in a letter
from a domestic supporter of perestroyka.

V. Foreign Policy

4216m
1/11/88

By far the weakest section of the book. Self-serving
descriptions of Geneva and Reykjavik.

Gorbachev's world view shows awareness of concepts
that may be novel in USSR, but are a decade o0ld in the
West.

For example, he stresses interdependence, global
issues such as pollution, and a multipolar rather than
bipolar world.

There's a strong pitch for the UN, and an emphasis on
a more flexible diplomatic style.

On nuclear issues, Gorbachev places human survival
above class struggle, an important revision of Marxist
dogma.

He has a distorted view of the "military-industrial
complex.”" He implies that in the US, the professional
military are sensible but the industrialists are
warmongers.

Chernobyl was a lesson. Nuclear war would be far
worse: no winners.

. &




Why Perestroyka?

Perestroyka as a
Brest-Litovsk--a

KEY PASSAGES OF PERESTROYKA

Problems of Soviet society ..

Revolution. Lenin makes peace at

short-term necessity eeeeecoes

Politics 1is the art of the Possible .eceececocos

Glasnost (OPENNEeSS) tuiveeveosesssasssacasossasscs

Economic Reform

Promoting Technology.

Rule of Law, individual rigdhts ..eceeeeceecocsocses

Why detente was a disappointment.

Women"‘-a traditional View ® 6@ 5 00 02 08 0950 9P 00 0 00 O P00 00000

Perceptions of Western hostility .eeeescececcans

fssues that shape the World ....ceeeccocsscsccososscsnsss

Khrushchev's "We will bury you" and other Western
distortions @ 0 @ ® 0 & 0 2 0 2 9 8 9 S 6 O G 9B P8 OO LY NS B S O G T S P OSSR O

Relations with China .cceecseeccescsoecsscscccsssse

Afghanistan ....

US-Soviet RelatiONsS .c.eeecesccoscanasnccocseoscsns

Ideology and Foreign POliCY ecesssccncoccccaces

Reykjavik Summit

4215m
1/11/88

page

17-25

49-55
65-74
75-80
84-88
92-95
105-110
116-117
124-132

135-138

150-151
169
176-177
210-212
221

236-241



















November 17, 1987

MEMORANDUM FOR: THOMAS C. GRISCOM

FROM: TOM C. KOROLocos-ﬂ

SUBJECT: Summit

This morning at our Advisory Commission on Public Diplomacy
meeting we had a follow-up discussion of our dinner
conversation last night and all our folk chimed in and
offered a bunch of suggestions and concerns about the summit.
Rather than let it sit in some USIA file, I took a few notes
and I thought 1'd pass them along for your use and
consideration as you plan this important event. Herewith the
suggestions and thoughts:

A. Beware of a press blackout. 1In the United States we
lose. We can say to the Russians we don't have such a thing
here and it just doesn't work anyway.

B. What plans does the White House have for calming down
U.S. nervous—-nellie politicians of both the left and the
right? 1Is there something that can be done within the
confiquration of the summit to bring these guys aboard?

C. 1Is there any plan to brief and bring in non-government
third parties to extol the virtues of the treaty? Where are
Sonnenfeldt, Eagleburger, Pearle, Kissinger, Carter, Ford,
Nixon? We need third party surrogates, besides our own
government briefers. I repeat, my recommendation that you
invite the former Presidents to the State Dinner and start
roping them in.

D. 1Is anybody worrying about Mrs. Gorbachev? The "style
section” element will be equally as important as the page one
stories. She said the other day at an American exhibit in
Moscow that she is receiving mail from Americans who ask to
meet with her. Are we prepared to handle a "town meeting" or
a visit to some suburban home that she might try to pull off?
Do we have requests in for equal time on the morning shows?
The Sunday shows? Or whenever she appears?




November 17, 1987
Page 2

E. Will the networks give balanced treatment to dissidents?
I know this isn't a White House bag, but the dissidents could
hurt the entire "spirit" of the summit.
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G. You may face a major public relations and public
diplomacy problem after the summit and before ratification.
Do we continue to deploy cruise missiles? Do they? If we do
and they don't then Go&bachev will have a p.r. field-day
against us. Somebody should worry about that.

H. How's about a Presidential speech ahead of the
summit...couple of days ahead. Set out agenda. Our hopes.
And what we won't do. This gives us a chance to set the
terms of the debate.

I. At the above speech or somewhere, the President put all
on notice who oppose his treaty that he will fight for it and
against them. This isn't a free ride. They have to pay a
political price for opposing the President.

As I say, there might be something in all this doggerel that
will do you some good. I hope it helps.

Good 1luck.

CC: Kenneth M. Duberstein
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