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4 May 1987 

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye, Chairaan 
Select Committee on Secret Military Aaaiatan~e 

to Iran • the 3icara9uan Oppo•ition 
United Statea Senate 
Waahinqton, D.C. 20510 

Dear Hr. Chairaan1 

Pre•• report• continue to circulate that the House and 
Senate Select Coaaitt••• on Secret Military Assistance to Iran 
and the Nicaraguan Oppo1ition may aak employee• of the Central 
Intelli9ence Agency'• clandeatine •ervicea to testify under oath 
in public hearinga. While I and other Agency officials in 
diacua•ion• with your ataff have already outlined the serious 
proble•• thi• would poae for ua, I believe this issue ia so 
critical that I want to make our great concern and the reasons 
for objecting to public teatimony abaolutely clear. I also want 
to apprise the Coamitt .. that I have conaulted with National 
Security Adviaer Carlucci, and he ha• infor~ed •e that this is a 
matter of importance to the Preaident. 

Let ae eapha•i&• at th• outaet that any Agency e~ployee is 
available to the Select Coaaitt••• to teatify under oath in a 
closed aeaaion . Aa you know, CIA per•onnel have already given• 
sworn depoaitio~~ to_~~~ittee ·~~ff. The Agency is fully 
prepared to work with the Coamltteea to produce expeditious ly 
for public releaae a declaaaif~ed veraion of any such 
testimony. Indeed, I am prepared to commit all necessary 
resources to eneure that teatimony taken in ~xecutive session is 
sanitized and de~laaaified for public use within 24 hours . 
Accordingly, the ia•u• ia not whether inforsnation from Agency 
employ ... can be put before the public, but whether it is 
necee••rY or appropriate for CIA clandestine services employees 
to appear in open Coaaittee proceedings. 

Firat, there ia the ia•u• of precedent. As far as I can 
determine, no active duty aember of the CIA clandestine service 
has ever teatified under oath in a public hearing before the 
Congress. Althouqh the queation of public testimony was 
considered during the Church and Pike Committee hearings of the 
l970a, both tho•• Coamitt••• accepted the Ag~ncy's argument 
againat public ezpoaure of it• employees other than the 
Dir~or. Bc~h •he 8ene-. a..a Ma"41e Intelligence Committees 
have also reapected thi• principle through the years. 

... 
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It ia &l•o i•portant to keep in mind that virtually any 
•taff ••ploy .. the co .. itt•• may wiah to call as a witness must 
travel or 11•• abroad to carry out hi• or her duties. Public 
expoaure could eltainate the . poaaibility of future service 
abroad becauee of peraonal and operational security proble~G and 
reluctance of forei9n 9overnmenta to allow known Agency 
e~ployeea to be •tationed in their countries. Although it is 
true that the na••• of aome of theae employees may have appeared 
in the media, thia do•• not neceaaarily confirm affiliation with 
the Agency. On the other hand, public teatimony before Congress 
would confirm official CIA affiliation, and when linked with 
photograph• appearin9 in the aedia, would confir• identity as 
well. I appreciate plan• apparently under consideration by 
Coamittee ataff to prohibit televiaion and •till photography of 
Agency eaployeea, but I queation whether the•e plans are 
workable or ••••ly for an Avency official. 

Apart froa th• public di•clo•ure of the identities of our 
personnel, we are deeply concerned about th• kinds of 
inforaation our witne•••• aay be aaked to furnish in open 
••••ion. Even with detailed advance preparation and 
ne9otiationa with eta!f, there ia no way to en•ure that a Member 
will not pr••• for an anawer that would require the revelation 
of highly aenaitive inforaation. In abort, there would be no 
way to control th• courae of an interrogation being played out 
in public. In thi• regard, there are rule• and safeguards built 
into the Reaolutiona eatabliahin9 the Co•aitteee themselves 
(especially on the Senate aide) that require Con9reaaional 
compliance with detailed procedure• in connection with any 
de .. nd for open ••••ion di9etowazw of elaaa1fied identities 
and/or inforaation. 

Finally, th• appearance of clandeatine service employees in 
public hearing• would riak aeriou• eoneequencee for our 
relationahipa over•••• and our ability to cor.duct clandestine 
operationa. 

For all the•• reaaona, I urge your careful consideration of 
this ieeue. I know that th• Congrea• ehares with the Executive 
Branch the goal of aaking U.S. intelligence as strong as 
possible. We alao ahare th• belief that U.S. intelligence 
should operate under vigoroua Congre••ional scrutiny. At the 
same ti11e, ·~ an effective aecret intelligence agency must remain 
secret. I aak the co .. itt••• to join ue in keepin9 it that way 
and requeet an opportunity to diacuaa thia aatter further before 
any final deci•ion i• aade to call aa a witness any member of 
the Agency'• clandeatine aervice. A copy of this letter is also 
being provided to Vice Chairaan Rud•an. 

r ·;r_;:,:,~ 
~obert M. ,_.\..tee 

Actin9 Director of Cenet~l Intelligence 
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