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T H E WHI T E HO LSE 

\'-ASH IN G T O N 

June 9, 1987 

NOTE TO A. B. CULVAHOUSE, JR. 

FROM: MICHAEL A. SMITH ~ 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXCERPTS FROM 

FAWN HALL'S TESTIMONY 

Attached are three excerpts from Fawn Hall's 
testimony on 8 June 1987 which we provided 
Caroline Rodin of the TV Off ice. Two of 
these excerpts were requested by Elizabeth 
Board who is in Venice (pp 72, 73 and pp 160-
162) . We added the third excerpt (pp 106, 107 ) 
because it relates to the same topic, i . e., 
meetings and phone calls involving the President 
and North. 

Ms. Rodin will forward these excerpts and the 
related video tape to Venice on tonight's 
plane. 

Attachments 
As stated. 
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3542 ~c. BELNICK . You then watched the Attocney Genecal 's 

543 press confecence? 

3544 Ms . HALL . Yes , slr . 

3545 Mr. BELNICK . And you recall watchlng that inside Colonel 

3546 North's office? 

3547 Ms. HALL . Yes, sir . 

3548 Mr. BELNICK. After the press conference ~as over , you 

3549 went to lunch . 

3550 Ms. HALL . Yes, sir. 

3551 Mr. BELNICK. When you returned from lunch, was colonel 

3552 North 1n the off ice? 

3553 Ms. HALL. T don't recall that he was. 

3554 Mr. BELNICK . Had he left you a number where he could be 

3555 reached? 

l'!S. HALL. No, sir. 

3557 Mr. BELNICK . was there a time on November 25 when colonel 

3558 Nocth did give you a telephone number where he could be 

3559 reached? 

3560 Ms. HALL. I believe that he called the office and I asked 

3561 him for a number where he was . 

3562 

3563 

Mr. BELNICK. And he gave you a number? 

Ms. HALL. Y.es. 

3564 Mr . BELNICK. And was that his home number? 

3565 Ms. HALL. No , sir . 

3566 ~r . BELNICK . Was it a number you recognized at the time? 

• 
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3567 ~s. HALL. No . 

'93568 

3569 

Mc. EELNICK . Did you subsequently duciny the day leacn 

that it was the number of a hotel? 

3570 Ms. HALL . I knew at the time it was the numbec of a hotel 

35 71 because he gave me an extension . 

3572 Mc. BELNICK. Did you know which hotel? 

3573 MS . HAL~. No , I didn't . 

3574 Mc. BELNICK . And you can't cecall now which hotel it was? 

3575 Ms. HALL . I don ' t believe I ever knew . 

3576 Mc . BELNICK . Sometime in the afternoon did you receive a 

3577 telephone cail from the White House operator? 

3578 Ms. HALL. Yes, sic . 

3579 Mc . EELNICK. would you tell us about that call? 

3580 Ms . HALL . sometime late aftecnoon , the phone rang , I 

.581 answered it, it was the White House operator saying the 

3582 President would like to s~eak with Colonel North . I asked 

3583 her if she would hold foe a moment . I placed a call to the 

3584 hotel and told him the Pcesident would like to speak with 

3585 him and I was going to go ahead and give the operatcc the 

3586 number and have hec call . He said yes , and r did sc . 

3587 Xe . BELNICK . Did you subsequently leacn fcom Colonel 

3588 Nocth whethec he had spoken to the Pcesiaent? 

3589 Ms. HALL . Yes, sic . 

3590 Mc . BELNICK . And what did Colonel North tell you about 

3591 his phone call with the Pcesident? 

• 
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3592 t' Ms. H~LL. He said the President called him an American ¥-
~593 hero and that he just didn't know. 

3594 Mr . BELNICK . The President said that he, the President, 

3595 just didn't know? 

3596 Ms . HALL . That's what I recall Colonel North saying . 

3597 Mr. EELNICK. Did colonel North expla!n what he understood 

3598 that reference to mean? 

3599 Ms. HAL[ . No, sir . 

Mr. BELNICK. You didn't ask about it? 

3601 Ms. HALL. No, sir. 

.3602 Mr. BELNICK . In the afternoon of November 25 , the same 

3603 day as the Attorney General's ~ress conference , do you 

3604 recall that Colonel North's office was sealed by the NSC 

3c05 staff? 

.606 Ms. HALL . Yes, sir . 

3607 Mr. BE LNICK. That was under the direction of Brenda Reger 

36£8 who is the NSC off leer in charge of Freedom of Information 

3609 Act requests~ 

3610 Ms. HALL . Jes, sir . 

3611 r.r.. BELNICK . Ms . Reger and her assistants in addition to 

3612 sealing the officer were boxing up documents; c orrect, Ms. 

3613 P.all? 

3614 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir . 

3615 Mr. BELNICK . And you overheard commander coy and 

3616 Lieutenant colonei Earl discussing how they were going to be 

• 



S}.~E: IP. 15900H! 72 

156 3 

-1569 

, 5 7'~ 

, s 7 1 

157 2 

, s 7 3 

157 4 

, s 7 5 

1576 

1577 

1578 

1579 

1583 

1581 

Gsa2 

'S83 

'~8 ~ 

I , ~8 s . 

.... .. 
!-' • \. 

Ms. HALL . Yes . 

Mr . BELNICK . You wouldn't co~pare that relationship in 

any way as the same as Colonel North's dealings Wit h the 

Ms . HALL . No . 

Mr . BELNICK . ~hat about Attorney General Meese? Did he 

call on Colonel North frorr. ti~e to time? 

Ms. HALL . I believe--I don't know that he called 

frequently. I would say it was --maybe once or twice. I 

believe Colonel North visited Attorney General Meese on at 

least once occasion . 

Mr . BELNICK . Prior to November 1986? 

11s. HALL. .Yes . 

Mr . BELNICK . All right . Did--were you aware of any 

t~leohone calls to Colonel North fro m the President prior to 

November 1985? 

1'! s. HAL[. . No . 

Mr. BELNICK . Did colonel North ever tell you that he had 

re~eived any such calls from t he President? 

!'!~. HALL. No. 

Mr . BELNICK . were you aware of any one-on-one meetings 

tetween colonel North and the Fresident of the united states 

~rlor to November 1986? 

Ms . HALL. No . 

Mr . BELNICK . And again, Colonel North never claimed to 
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th at he had had such meetings; correct? t•OU 
I \ i 

MS · HALL. No . 

Mr . BELNICK . Co you know whether Colonel North ever 

vi s i ted the res i aence of the White House? 

11' 
Ms . HALL . I bel i eve he did on one occasion. 

-: H Mr . BELNICK . Do you recall when that was? 

• qt MS . HALL . No , I don ' t , sir • 

~It Mr . BELNICK . How do you know that that occurr ed? 

~n Ms . HALL . I remember that he came back and mentioned that 

':!, 1 ._he was --said something abcut having been over in the 

'>\ I) r esidence and -I think Mrs . Reagan was also ther e . 

in l'!r . BELNICK. Did he mention why he had been there or what 

; J~ had been discussea 'flhile he was there? 

1H ~s . HALL . No, sir . 

i ,17 Mr . BELNICK . And that was again on only one occasion? 

'Ut Ms . HALL . Yes , sir . 

'" Mr- . EELNICK. And I under:-stand that the V lee President dia 

: '. ~ 
I 
I i 1. l 

l ~ .. 
~ . ( 

' 
I• S 

' " 

no t mnke any calls to Colonel North so far as you are a ware? 

Ms . HALL . I believe the Vice President called on one 

occasion . I remembe r that was in Ropm 392. 

Mr . BELNICK . When was that? 

Ms . HALL. I wculd say--late 1985 , probably . 

Mr . BELNICK. Did Colonel North tell you what he and the 

Vice President discussed on that occasion? 

l'!s . HALL . No , sir •. 

I 
! 

d 
I 

·1 
·' :1 

I 
I' 

I 
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2355 l'!r:-. BELNICK. Did you find t hat CU['iOUS? 

356 l'!S • HALL . I found it unusual . 

2357 Mr-. BE LNICK. And did you ask Colonel NO['th how he 

2358 ha~pened to have t['avelecs checks that we['e dcawn on a 

2359 centcal Amecican bank? 

2360 Ms. HALL. No, I didn't, sic. It was my policy not to ask 

2361 questions. It was just something--

2362 Mc. BELNICK . Did you ask Colonel Nocth ~hece he got the 

2364 Ms. HALL . No, sic. 

2365 Mr. BELNICK . And he didn't volunteer:- any of that 

2366 infocmation ? 

2367 Ms. HALL . No, sic. 

2368 ~r. BELNICK . Now, can you cecall anothec incident 

fl369 sometime aftec June of 1986 which also adds to ypuc 

2370 i mprps sion that colonel Nccth was dealing to some extent 

2371 with cash? 

2372 Ms. HALL . I am soccy. can you cepeat the question? 

2373 Mc. BELNICK . Let me take it this way. Do you cecall a 

2374 gentleman called Fathec Dowling, Father- ~om Dowling? 

2375 Ms. HALL. Yes, sic. 

2376 Mc. BELNICK. Who did you unde["stand Father- Dowling tc be? 

2377 Ms. HALL. I undecstcod him to be a PLiest, and I think 

2378 that he dealt with Colonel Nocth cegacding Centcal Amecica. 

2379 Mr. BELNICK. You thcught Father- Dowling was a pciest 

• 
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2380 based upon the clerical garb he wore? 

. -~ 3 81 
·~ ·· 

Ms. HALL. Correct. 

PAGE 107 

2382 Mr. BELNICK . Did Colonel North ever tell you he was a 

2383 priest? 

2384 Ms. HALL. No, but I have seen the father in his clerical 

2385 garb befcre. 

2386 Mr. BELNICK·. You knew him to be somebody with an interest 

2387 in central America? 

2388 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2389 Mr. BELNICK. He was a frequent caller at the office? 

2390 Ms. HALL. I would say so, yes. 

2391 Mr. BELNICK . Do you recall Colonel North arranged a photo 

2392 opportunity for Father Dowling and another priest in June of 

2393 1986, a phcto opportunity with the Presiaent? 

~.1:_394 ~s. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2395 Mr. BELNICK. Now, the other priest, Mr. Chairman, with 

2396 the committee's permission we will refer to as ~'Father z,•• 

2397 because the name is protected and we have been asked to use 

2398 t hat formulation. 

2399 Father i ls someone you associated with Father Dowling, as 

2400 well, correct? 

2401 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2402 Mr. EELNICK. And he was a Nicaraguan priest? 

2403 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2404 Mr. BE LNICK. And he, too, joined Father Dowling at the 
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T HE \VH I TE H OCS E 

W.\ S Hl :"J G T O :"J 

June 9, 1987 

NOTE TO A. B. CULVAHOUSE, JR. 

FROM: MICHAEL A. SMITH <7A' 
SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR EXCERPTS FROM 

FAWN HALL'S TESTIMONY 

Attached are three excerpts from Fawn Hall's 
testimony on 8 June 1987 which we provided 
Caroline Rodin of the TV Off ice. Two of 
these excerpts were requested by Elizabeth 
Board who is in Venice (pp 72, 73 and pp 160-
162). We added the third excerpt (pp 106, 107) 
because it relates to the same topic, i.e., 
meetings and phone calls involving the President 
and North. 

Ms. Rodin will forward these excerpts a nd the 
related video tape to Venice on tonight's 
plane. 

Attachments 
As stated. 
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3542 ~c. BELNICK . You then ~atc hed the Att cLney Ger.eLal' s 

. 543 

3544 

press confeLence? 

Ms . HALL. Yes, SiL. 

3545 Mr. BELNICK. And you recall watching that inside Colonel 

3546 North's office? 

3547 Ms. HALL. Yes, SiL. 

3548 ML. BELNICK . AfteL the pLess confecence was ovec, you 

3549 went to lunch. 

3550 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

3551 Mr . BELNICK . When you returned from lunch, was colonel 

3552 North 1n tr.e office? 

3553 Ms. HALL. I don 't recall that he was. 

3554 ML . BELNICK . Had he left you a numbeL wheLe he could be 

3555 reached? 

Ms . HALL . No, SiL'". 

3557 ML'" . BELNICK. Has there a time on November 25 when colonel 

3558 NoLth did give you a telephone numbeL wheL'"e he could be 

3559 L'"eached? 

356ei Ms. HALL . I believe that he called the offic~ and I asked 

3561 him for a numbeL'" wheL'"e he wa s . 

3562 Mr. BELNICK . And he gave you a numbeL'"? 

3563 Ms . HALL . Yes. 

3564 ML'". BELNICK . And was that his home numbeL'"? 

3565 Ms . HALL . No, SiL• 

3566 ML'". BELNICK. Was it a numbeL'" you L'"ecognized at the time? 

• 
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356 7 r.s . HALL . No . 

f93 568 

3569 

ML. EELNICK. Did you subsequently duciny the day leacn 

that it was the numbec of a hotel? 

357e Ms . HALL . I knew at the tlme it was the numbeL of a hotel 

3571 because he gave me an extension . 

3572 ML . BELNICK . Did you know which hotel? 

3573 Ms. HALl . No, I didn't . 

3574 Mc. BELNICK . And you can ' t Lecall now which hotel it was? 

3575 Ms . HALL . I don't believe I eveL knew. 

3576 Mc . BELNICK. sometime in the afteLnoon did you cecelve a 

3577 telephone cail fLom the White House opeLatoc? 

3578 Ms . HALL. Yes , SiL. 

3579 Mc . EELNICK . would you tell us about that call? 

3580 Ms . HALL . sometime late aftecnoon , the phone cang , I 

. 581 answeLcd it, it was the White House opeLatoL saying the 

35e2 FLesident would like to s~eak with Colonel NoLth . I asked 

3583 heL if she would hold fOL a moment . I placed a call to the 

3584 hotel and told h1m the PLesident would like t o speak with 

3585 him and I was going to go ahead and give the opeLatcL the 

3586 numbeL and have heL call . He said yes , and I did so . 

3587 ML . BELNICK . Did you subsequently leaLn fLom Colonel 

3588 Nocth whethec he had spoken to the Pcesiaent? 

3589 Ms . HALL . Yes, sic . 

3590 Mc. BELNICK. And what did Colonel Nocth tell you about 

3591 his phone call with the Pcesident? 

• 
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3592 >f' Ms. HALL. He said the President called hlm an American 1/-

41' 593 hero and that he just didn't know. 

3594 Mr. BELNICK. The Presldent said that he, the Fresldent, 

3595 just didn't know? 

3596 Ms. HALL. That's what I recall Colonel North saying. 

3597 Mr. EELNICK . Did Colonel North expla1n what he understood 

3598 that reference t o mean? 

3599 Ms. HAL~. No, sir . 

Mr. EELNICK . You didn't ask about it? 

3601 Ms. HALL . No, sir . 

3602 Hr. EELNICK . In the afternoon of November 25, the same 

3603 day as the Attorney General's ~ress conference, do you 

3604 recall that Colonel North's office was sealed by the NSC 

3605 staff? 

. 606 Ms. HALL. res, sir . 

3607 Hr . BELNICK . That was under the direction of Brenda Reger 

3608 who ls the NSC offlcer in charge of Freedom of Information 

3609 Act requests~ 

3610 Ms. HALL. Jes, sir . 

3611 r.r. BELNICK. Ms. Reger and her assistants in acdition to 

3612 sealing the officer were boxing up documents; correct, Ms. 

3613 P.all? 

3614 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir . 

3615 Mr. BELNICK. And you overheacd commander coy and 

3616 Lieutenant colonei Earl discussing how they were going to be 

• 
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Ms . HALL . Yes . 

Mr . BELNICK . You wouldn't cowpare that relationship in 

any way as the same as Colonel North's dealings With the 

secretary of State or the Secretary of Defense? 

Ms . HALL . No . 

Mr . BELNICK . What about Attorney General Meese? Did he 

call on Colonel North fro~ ti~e to time? 

Ms. HALL . I believe --! don't know t~at he called 

frequently . I would say it was--maybe once or twice . I 

believe Colonel North visited Attorney General Meese on at 

least once occasion . 

Mr. BELNICK. Prior to November 1986? 

Ms . HALL . :Yes. 

Mr. BELNICK . All right . Dld--were you aware cf any 

t~leohone calls to Colonel North from the President prior to 

~ovember 1986? 

Ms. HAL[. . No . 

Mr. BELNICK . Did Colonel North eve~ tell you that he had 

re~eived any such calls from the President? 

M ~ . HA LL. No • 

Mr . EELNICK . were you aware of any one - on-one meetings 

tetween Colonel North and the Fresident of the United states 

~rlor to November 1986? 

Ms. HALL . No . 

Mr . BELNICK. And again , Colonel North ne ver claimed to 
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t hat he had had such meetings; correct? 
l'OU 

" 1 
!'iS· HALL. No. 

: t ~ 
~r. BELNICK. to you know whether Col one l North ever 

.. 1s1ted the reslaence of the White House? 
~I~ ~ 

1 I, 
Ks. HALL. I believe he did on one occasion. 

~ iJ 
Mr. BELNICK. Do you recall when that was? 

. qt MS. HAL'L. No, I don't, sir • 

~11 Mr. BELNICK. How do you know that that occurred? 

=11 Ms. HALL. I remember that he came back and mentioned that 

!':!H .he was--said something abcut having been over in the 

"11) residence and :r think Mr:-s. Reagan was also ther:-e. 

' I H ~r. BELNICK. Did he mention why he had been there or what 

;J ~ had been discussea while he was there? 

'l lS !'!s. HALL. No, sir. 

) ,, 1 Mr. BELNICK. And that was again on only one occasion? 

'C H Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

; ;n . Mr • EELNICK. And I understand that the Vice President did 
l .., ., no t mnl<.e any calls to colonel North so far as you are aware? 

111 Ms. HALL. I believe the Vice President called on one 
,., 

occasion. I remember that was in Ro pm 392. 

, . l 
Mr. BELNICK. When was that? 

Ms. HALL. I would say--late 1985~ probably. 

Mr. BELNICK. Did Colonel North tell you what he and the 
, . ~ 

Vice President discussed on that occasion? 
, .. 

Ms. HALL. No, sir~ 
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2355 ~L• BELNICK . Did you find that curious? 

. 356 

2357 

2358 

2359 

~s. HALL . I found it unusual . 

Mc. EELNICK . And did you ask Colonel North how he 

ha~pened to have tcave lers checks that were drawn on a 

centcal Amecican bank? 

2360 Ms. HALL. No, I cidn't, sic . It was my policy not t o ask 

236 1 questions . It was just something--

2362 Mc. BELNICK . Did you ask Colonel North ~here he got the 

2363 travelecs checks frcm? 

236 4 Ms . HALL . NO, sir. 

2365 Mc. BELNICK . And he didn't volunteec any of that 

2366 information? 

2367 Ms . HALL. No, sir. 

2368 ~c . BELNICK. Now, can you recall anothec incident 

.369 sometime after June of 1986 which also adds to your 

2370 i mpcps$ion that Colonel Nccth was de aling to some extent 

237 1 with cash? 

2372 ~s . H~ LL. I am socry . can you repeat the question? 

2373 Mr. EELNICK . Let me take it this way. Do you recall a 

2374 gentleman called Father Dowling, Father ~om Dowling? 

2375 Ms. HALL . Yes, sir. 

2376 Mr. BELNICK. Who did you understand Father Dowling tc be? 

2377 Ms . HALL . I undecstcod him to be a pciest , and I think 

2378 that he dealt with Colonel Nocth cegacding Centcal Amecica. 

2379 Mr. BELNICK. You thought Fathec Dowling was a priest 

• 
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2380 based upon the clerical garb he wore? 

. ~ 3 8 1 
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Ms. P.ALL. Correct • 

PA 1~7 

2382 Hr. BELNICK. Did Colonel North ever tell you he was a 

2383 priest? 

2384 Ms. HALL. No, but I have seen the f ather in his clerical 

2385 garb befcre. 

2386 Mr. BELNICK. You knew him to be someboay with an interest 

2387 in central America? 

2388 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2389 Mr. EELNICK. He was a frequent caller at the office? 

2390 Ms. HALL. I would say so, yes. 

2391 ~r. BELNICK . Do you recall Colonel North arranged a photo 

2392 opportunity for Father Dowling and another priest in June of 

2393 1986, a phcto opportunity with the Presiaent? 

l'!S. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2395 Mr. BELNICK~ Now, the other priest, Mr. Chairman, with 

2396 the committee's permission we will refer to as ''Father z,•• 

2397 because the name 1s protected and we have been asked to use 

2398 that formulation. 

2399 Father i ls someone you associated with Father Dowling, as 

2400 well, correct? 

21.10 1 Ms. HALL. Yes, sir. 

2402 Mr. EELNICK. And he was a Nicaraguan priest? 

2403 Ms. HALL. Jes, sir. 

2404 Hr. BELNICK. And he, too, joined Father Dowling at the 
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