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UNCLASSIF I ED W/ 
SECRET ATTACHMENT NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

February 1, 1988 

MEMORANDUM FOR ARTHUR B. CULVAHOUSE , JR. 

FROM : NICHOLAS ROSTOW /J:- • 
SUBJECT: Letter from Senator Kerry 

0633 add-on 
r e - do 

Attached at Tab I is a draft response from you to Senator Kerry's 
letter to General Powell (Tab II). It is quite heavy handed and 
based on our conversation Friday . Please mark it up as you wish . 
I have had Senator Kerry ' s letter stamped "SECRET". At Tab III, 
is a copy of the letter I have recommended to General Powell for 
his signature. 

Attachments : 

Tab I 
Tab II 
Tab III 

Draft Response to Senator Kerry 
Letter from Senator Kerry 
Proposed letter from General Powell to Senator Kerry 

UNCLASS I F I ED W/ 
SECAE'.P- ATTACHMENT 



DRAFT 

Dear Mr . Chairman: 

General Powell has referred your letter of January 25, 1988, 
concerning Oliver North ' s notes of meetings with General 
Noriega and alleged drug traffickers , to me for reply. 

Your letter concerns a person under investigation by Independent 
Counsel Walsh, and of course no decision about ultimate release 
of such materials could be made without Judge Walsh ' s approval . 
On a practical level, moreover , our Interagency Classification 
Review Group, established to review for declassification document 
requests arising out of the Iran- Contra investigations, is 
engaged in fulfilling massive requests from the House Select 
Committee to Investigate Covert Arms Transfers to Iran and can 
not take on new requests until the end of February. At such 
time, your request will be reviewed and Judge Walsh will be 
consulted. In any event , material cited in your letter has 
remained classified and probably will have to remain so. 

I also should like to call to your attention the fact that your 
letter contained classified information and should have been 
appropriately marked. We have marked your letter and all copies 
thereof SECRET and recommend that you do the same with respect to 
copies you may have retained . Further, I understand some infor
mation in the diaries contains compartmented , classified infor
mation. Appropriate care therefore should be exercised with 
respect to the maintenance of the security of such information . 
This would include references and access to it. Finally, I note 
that the Senate Select Committee on Secret Military Assistance to 
Iran and the Nicarguan Opposition has determined to transmit its 
files and documents in its care to the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence , which has facilities for keeping such sensitive 
material . Ultimate l y, that Committee will have responsibility 
with respect to access . 

Sincerely , 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism , Narcotics 

and International Operations 
United States Senate 
Washington , D. C . 20510 - 6225 
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THE WHITE HO U SE 

WA SHI NGTO N 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter of January 25, 
1988. I have forwarded your request to 
Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr., Counsel to the 
President, who handles correspondence re
garding matters relating to Iran-Contra 
subjects. You will be hearing from him 
shortly. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 

and International Operations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 
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THE WHTE HOUSE 
W~TON 

Date: 2/ 2/ 88 

TO: C. DEAN MCGRATH 

FROM: ARTHURB.CULVAHOUSE,JR. 
Counsel to the President 

FYI: __________ _ 

Could you please provide your 
comments as soon as possible? 

COMMENT: 
----------------~ 

Thank you. 

ACTION: _________ _ 



Dear Senator Kerry: 

Colin Powell, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, has referred to me your letter of 
January 25, 1988, wherein you request declassification of 
certain documents furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Secret Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition. These documents apparently include classified 
portions of the diaries of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. 
You also request access to records , apparently in the custody 
of the National Security Council, relating to meetings 
between Lieutenant Colonel North and certain foreign 
officials . 

The documents described in your letter concern persons and 
subject matters which are, or may be, under law enforcement 
investigation by Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh. 
Pursuant to longstanding and appropriate Executive Branch 
policy, we would not declassify or otherwise provide such 
documents without the concurrence of the law enforcement 
officials (in this case, Judge Walsh) conduct ing the 
investigation . The President's decision to cooperate fully 
with the Senate and House Select Committees investigating the 
Iran- Contra matter reflected his considered judgment that the 
need for an immediate public investigation , by entities 
empowered to grant use immunity to witnesses, outweighted 
traditional principles protecting ongoing law enforcement 
investigations, exceedingly sensitive national security 
information and internal White House deliberations . We have 
been careful to maintain those important principles in other 
contexts. In addition, our Inter-Agency Classification 
Review Group , established to review for declassification 
document requests arising out of the Iran-Contra and other 
investigations , is fulfilling very substantial and sensitive 
declassification requests from the House Select Committee to 
Investigate Covert Arms Transfers to Iran , from I ndependent 
Counsel Walsh, and from other independent counsel, and it 
simply cannot consider new requests for the balance of 
February. At that time, and assuming that the Subcommittee 
has obtained the concurrence of Judge Walsh , we would be 
pleased to consider your request; however, it is likely that 
much of the material cited in your letter probably will have 
to remain classified. Finally, since the information from 
Lieutenant Colonel North 's diaries apparently was provided to 
the Senate Select Committee directly by Lieutenant Colonel 
North , we are concerned that such information might have been 
provided to the Senate Select Committee pursuant to restricted 
access agreements. 
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I also respectfully call to your attention that your letter 
of January 25, 1988, contained classified information and 
should have been appropriately marked. We have marked your 
letter and all copies thereof in our files "SECRET" and 
respectfully recommend that your office does the same with 
respect to any file copies that you may have retained . 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 
and International Operations 

United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 - 6225 



THE WHIT~SE 
WASHINGTON 

February 2, 1988 

NOTE FOR: Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr. 

FROM: Dean McGrath 

SUBJECT: Proposed Response to 
Senator Kerry 

I've reviewed the proposed response 
to Senator Kerry and agree that it's 
time to try and get the genie back 
in the bottle. 

However, consistent with my view 
that any unsigned letter or 
memorandum is fair game for revision, 
I've marked a few editorial changes. 
I don't consider any of them legally 
significant. 

Attachment 



DRAFT 

Dear Senator Kerry: 

Colin Powell, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, has referred to me your letter of 
January 25, 1988, wherein you request declassification of 
certain documents furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Secret Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition . These documents apparently include classified 
portions of the diaries of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. 
You also request access to records, apparently in the custody 
of the National Security Council, relating to meetings 
between Lieutenant Colonel North and certain foreign 
officials. 

ST~· The documents described in your letter concern persons and 
subject matters which are, or may be, under le' _ 1..::5l!ecP.1eJW_ ~ 
investigation by Independent Counsel Lawrence ~ . Wa lsh. 
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investigations, exceedingly sensitive national security 
information and internal White House deliberations. we have 
been careful to maintain those important principles in other 
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Revlew Group,..r~s~aelie~ee to review for declassification 
document requests arising out of the Iran-Contra and other 
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Counsel Walsh, and from other independent counsel aAQ it 
simply cannot consider new requests for the balance of 
February. At that time, and assuming that the Subcommittee 
has obtained the concurrence of Judge Walsh, we would be 
pleased to consider your request; however, it is aikely that 
much of the material cited in your letter prsssely will have 
to remain classified. Finally, since the information from 
Lieutenant Colonel North's diaries apparently was provided to 
the Se~e Select Committee directly by Lieutena~t Colonel 
Nortl}-, we ~re 00-fioerRed that such information might have been 
prov~ded o the Senate Select Committee pursuant to restricted 
access agreements . 
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I also respectfully call to your attention that your letter 
of January 25, 1988, contained classified information and 
should have been appropriately marked. We have marked your 
letter and all copies thereof in our files "SECRET" and 
respectfully recommend that your office does the same with 
respect to any file copies that you may have retained. 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 
and International Operations 

United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 

Afl 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WA$Hl'llGTON 

Date: 2/2/88 

TO: C. DEAN MCGRATH 

FROM: ARTHURB.CULVAHOUSE,JR. 
Counsel to the President 

FYI: __________ _ 

Could you please provi de your 
comment s as soon as possible? 

COMMENT: _____ ___ _ 

Thank you. 

ACTION: _________ _ 
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Dear Senator Kerry: 

Colin Powell , Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, has referred to me your letter of 

r 
hL 

January 25, 1988, wherein you request declassification of 
certain documents furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Secret Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition. These documents apparently include classified 
portions of the diaries of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. 
You also request access to records, apparently in the custody 
of the National Security Council, relating to meetings 
between Lieutenant Colonel North and certain foreign 
officials . 

The documents described in your letter concern persons and 
subject matters which are, or may be, under law enforcement 
investigation by Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh. 
Pursuant to longstanding and appropriate Executive Branch 
policy, we would not declassify or otherwise provide such 
documents without the concurrence of the law enforcement 
officials (in this case, Judge Walsh) conducting the 
investigation. The President's decision to cooperate fully 
with the Senate and House Select Committees investigating the 
Iran-Contra matter reflected his considered judgment that the 
need for an immediate public investigation, by entities 
empowered to grant use immunity to witnesses , outweighted 
traditional principles protecting ongoing law enforcement 
investigations, exceedingly sensitive national security 
information and internal White House deliberations. We have 
been careful to maintain those important principles in other 
contexts. In addition, our Inter-Agency Classification 
Review Group, established to review for declassification 
document requests arising out of the Iran-Contra and other 
investigations, is fulfilling very substantial and sensitive 
declassification requests from the House Select Committee to 
Investigate Covert Arms Transfers to Iran, from Independent 
Counsel Walsh, and from other independent counsel, and it 
simply cannot consider new requests for the balance of 
February. At that time, and assuming that the Subcommittee 
has obtained the concurrence of Judge Walsh, we would be 
pleased to consider your request; however, it is likely that 
much of the material cited in your letter probably will have 
to remain classified. Finally , since the information from 
Lieutenant Colonel North's diaries apparently was provided to 
the Senate Select Committee directly by Lieutenant Colonel 
North, we are concerned that such information might have been 
provided to the Senate Select Committee pursuant to restricted 
access agreements. 
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I also respectfully call to your attention that your letter 
of January 25, 1988, contained classified information and 
should have been appropriately marked. We have marked your 
letter and all copies thereof in our files "SECRET" and 
respectfully recommend that your office does the same with 
respect to any file copies that you may have retained . 

The Honorable John F . Kerry 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 
and International Operations 

United States Senate 
Washington, D. C . 20510 - 6225 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HI N GTON 

February 2, 1988 

Dear Senator Kerry: 

Colin Powell, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, has referred to me your letter of 
January 25, 1988, wherein you request declassification of 
certain documents furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Secret Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition. These documents apparently include classified 
portions of the diaries of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. 
You also request access to records, apparently in the custody 
of the National Security Council, relating to meetings 
between Lieutenant Colonel North and certain foreign 
officials. 

The documents described in your letter concern persons and 
subject matters which are, or may be, under investigation by 
Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh. Pursuant to 
longstanding and appropriate Executive Branch policy, we 
would not declassify or provide documents that are pa rt of an 
ongoing investigation without the concurrence of the law 
enforcement officials conducting the investigation (in this 
case, Judge Walsh). The President's decision to cooperate 
fully with the Senate and House Select Committees 
investigating the Iran-Contra matter reflected his considered 
judgment that the compelling need for an immediate inquiry, 
by entities empowered to grant use immunity to witnesses, 
outweighed traditional principles protecting ongoing law 
enforcement investigations, exceedingly sensitive national 
security information, and internal White House deliberations. 
We have been careful to maintain those important principles 
in other contexts. 

In addition, we have established an Inter-Agency Review Group 
to review for declassification documents arising out of the 
Iran-Contra and other investigations. This group is 
currently committed to fulfilling very substantial and 
sensitive declassification requests from the House Select 
Committee to Inve stigate Covert Arms Transfers to Iran, from 
Independent Counsel Walsh, and from other independent 
counsel. The group simply cannot consider new requests for 
the balance of February . At that time, and assuming that the 
Subcommittee has obtained the concurrence of Judge Walsh, we 
would be pleased t o consider y our request; however, it is 
likely that much of the material cited in your letter 
will have to remai n classified. 
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Finally , since the information from Lieutenant Colonel 
North's diaries apparently was provided to the Senate Select 
Committee directly by Lieutenant Colonel North, we note 
that such information might have been provided to the Senate 
Select Committee pursuant to restricted access agreements. 

I also respectfully call to your attention that I am advised 
that your letter of January 25, 1988, contained classified 
information and should have been appropriately marked. We 
have marked your letter and all copies thereof in our files 
"SECRET" and respectfully recommend that your office does the 
same with respect to any file copies that you may have 
retained. 

e y, fJ 

~~~~Jr. 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 

and International Operations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510-6225 

cc: Lieutenant General Colin L. Powell 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

February 2, 1988 

Dear Senator McConnell: 

The enclosed copy of my letter to Senator John F. Kerry is 
provided for your information. Please feel free to contact 
me if you have any questions regardin that letter. 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Ranking Minority Member 

Arthur B. Cul use, Jr. 
Counsel to the President 

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 
and International Operations 

United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 

Enclosure 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 2, 1988 

Dear Senator Kerry: 

Colin Powell, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, has referred to me your letter of 
January 25, 1988, wherein you request declassification of 
certain documents furnished to the Senate Select Committee on 
Secret Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan 
Opposition. These documents apparently include classified 
portions of the diaries of Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. 
You also request access to records, apparently in the custody 
of the National Security Council, relating to meetings 
between Lieutenant Colonel North and certain foreign 
officials. 

The documents described in your letter concern persons and 
subject matters which are, or may be, under investigation by 
Independent Counsel Lawrence E. Walsh. Pursuant to 
longstanding and appropriate Executive Branch policy, we 
would not declassify or provide documents that are part of an 
ongoing investigation without the concurrence of the law 
enforcement officials conducting the investigation (in this 
case, Judge Walsh). The President's decision to cooperate 
fully with the Senate and House Select Committees 
investigating the Iran-Contra matter reflected his considered 
judgment that the compelling need for an immediate inquiry, 
by entities empowered to grant use immunity to witnesses, 
outweighed traditional principles protecting ongoing law 
enforcement investigations, exceedingly sensitive national 
security information, and internal White House deliberations. 
We have been careful to maintain those important principles 
in other contexts. 

In addition, we have established an Inter-Agency Review Group 
to review for declassification documents arising out of the 
Iran-Contra and other investigations. This group is 
currently committed to fulfilling very substantial and 
sensitive declassification requests from the House Select 
Committee to Investigate Covert Arms Transfers to Iran, from 
Independent Counsel Walsh, and from other independent 
counsel. The group simply cannot consider new requests for 
the balance of February . At that time, and assuming that the 
Subcommittee has obtained the concurrence of Judge Walsh, we 
would be pleased to consider your request; however, it is 
likely that much o: the material cited in your letter 
will have to remain c lassified. 
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Finally, since the information from Lieutenant Colonel 
North's diaries apparently was provided to the Senate Select 
Committee directly by Lieutenant Colonel North, we note 
that such information might have been provided to the Senate 
Select Committee pursuant to restricted access agreements. 

I also respectfully call to your attention that I am advised 
that your letter of January 25, 1988, contained classified 
information and should have been appropriately marked. we 
have marked your letter and all copies thereof in our files 
"SECRET" and respectfully recommend that your office does the 
same with respect to any file copies that you may have 
retained. 

The Honorable John F. Kerry 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Terrorism, Narcotics 

and International Operations 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510-6225 

cc: Lieutenant General Colin L. Powell 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: 2 / 8 I 8 B 

PAULA BOGGS 
C. DEAN MCGRATH 
LT . GEN . COLIN L . POWELL 

TO: WILLIAM L . BALL , III 
NICHOLAS ROSTOW 
ALLISON FORTIER 

FROM: ARTHUR B. CULV AHO USE, JR. 
Counsel to the President 

FYI : ___________ _ 

COMMENT: ________ _ 

ACTION: _________ _ 
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

W ASHINGTON, DC 205 10-6225 

February S, 1988 

Arthur B. Culvahouse, Jr. 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Culvahouse : 

Thank you for your prompt response to my letter of January 
25, 1988 requesting declassification of certain documents . 

As you know, my letter referred to allegations concerning 
drug trafficking into the United States and individuals 
related to drug trafficking which have arisen in connection 
with the Committee's ongoing investigation. In the course of 
that investigation, the Committee has determined that the 
North notebooks provided to the Select Committee on Secret 
Military Assistance to Iran and the Nicaraguan Opposition may 
be able to shed light on those allegations and help determine 
whether or not they are true . 

The Committee staff also believes that the documents 
requested from the North notebooks are relevant to 
determining whether allegations that Lieutenant Colonel North 
met with Panamanian General Noreiga are true or false . 
Establishing exactly what happened at these meetings, if they 
in fact took place as has been alleged in press accounts, is 
essential to the Committee's work in investigating narcotics 
trafficking into the U. S . 

Accordingly , I attached a request for the full 
declassification of 50 pages of documents from the North 
notebooks covering 20 dates, a request which is clearly 
limited in scope to matters directly within the jurisdiction 
of the Committee , and which I had hoped would have been 
released in a fashion sufficiently timely to permit their use 
at a hearing scheduled to take place February 9 and 10, 1988. 
Hundreds of pages of those diaries have already been 
declassified at the request of the Select Committee, and 
there are references to drug trafficking and drug traffickers 
in the public diary pages. .. 
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While I appreciate the large number of requests for 
declassification you have received and the related problems 
of criminal investigations, the Subcommittee which I chair is 
considering issues of considerable urgency. 

The President has made stopping the flow of narcotics a 
national security priority. We agree with his assessment 
that the issue is a national security question and are 
working to improve our ability to combat drugs. 

None of the materials we have requested involve internal 
deliberations of the executive branch. They may involve 
materials relating to alleged contacts between a high level 
government official and a foreign military officer since 
indicted for running a major criminal conspiracy and are 
therefore an appropriate and necessary subject for our 
review. 

Pursuant to your directive, I have been in contact with the 
Office of Independent Counsel Walsh. During our initial 
contact and throughout our dealings with his off ice, I took 
precautions to guarantee that our inquiry, done in accordance 
with your request, would in no way taint the Independent 
Counsel's investigation. 

This morning, I received a call from a Mr. Guy Struve to 
notify me that after appropriate review, Mr. Walsh's office 
takes no position one way or the other regarding the 
Committee's request. They do not oppose the declassification 
from the standpoint of their investigation and in their view 
the decision to declassify the materials we request is yours. 

Again, while I understand that you have considerable demand 
for the declassification of documents, I respectfully call to 
your attention that none of the requests involve a currently 
active Congressional investigation but rather the requests 
are for the release of information from prior, concluded 
hearings. Our requests involve timely material and it is 
inappropriate to place ours behind other requests. 

Therefore, with this letter I reiterate my request for 
the expeditious declassification of the materials we have 
requested. 

Thank you again for your prompt response. I am looking 
forward to working with you to resolve this problem 
expeditiously. 

·ncerely, 

~~ 
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