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IRAi.~/COUTRA CHRONOLOGY 

Rhett Dawson asked that we provide you the enclosed chronology 
prepared by Rod McDaniel of meetings he attended regarding 
Iran/Contra . 





12-13-8 6 

McDANIEL'S IRAN-CONTRA REFERENCES 

NOTE 1: This chronology was developed from a diary used by RBM 
to record action items and to brief other staff officers for 
follow- upJ thus the diary is not a record of everything said at a 
particular meeting. This chronofogy is a n attempt t o recapture 
the general sense of the event, not a literal transc ription of 
dia ry entries. 

NOTE 2: Collateral references -- obtained from after-the-fact 
sources -- are included in parentheses. 

NOTE 3: NSB means the 9:30 daily National Secur ity Briefing o f 
the President by the National Security Advisor, normally attended 
by (in additio n to the President) the Vice President, Don Rega n , 
and the Deputy National Security Advisor. 

( 2- 3- 86 RBM becomes Executive Secretary) 

3- ?0-86 NSPG on Contra Situation and Legislative Strategy 
o Discuss how get by until Congress passes aid 

legislation -- no decisions 

(5-12-86 RBM starts attending NSB) 

5-1 2- 86 NSB: Poindexter mentions McFarlane trip to Iran 
scheduled for May 19 

5-16 - 86 NSPG o n Central America 
o Status of legislation versus sta y ing power o f 

contras 
o Gene r al discussion of possibility of getting t h ird 

country $ to tide contras over? (OLN NSC c og ) -­
no decisio ns / no specifics 

5- 19 - 86 NSB: Poindexter discussed Israel, S. Korea as po ssibl e 
sources of contra s upport 

5- 21-86 NSB: Di scus s hostage s , McFarlane trip 25 - 27 May ; 
recommend that we stonewall, if leaks, deny 
involvement 

(5-25-86 McFarlane travels to Tehran) 

5- 28 - 86 NSB: Discuss hostages and planning for possible JSOC 
rescue 

5- 29 - 86 NSB: 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Debrief Iran trip w/ McFarlane, North, Teicher, 
Regan, Poindexter, VP 
They wanted total delivery before release -- we 
said r.o 
Contact will continue 
McFarlane argues for no more meetings until all 

{J 1- ~ 
/;µl , ,, 

hostage s released 
They agreed to communication setup 

( -i-'~ I ,.,; 
j,l}I . "'-



5-30-86 JMP meets w/ Narth, Teicher to discuss next steps 
o Agreed on desired sequence: Call, resolve trip 

mechanics; 
Hostage release; 
Defensive help 

o Goals: Afghan resistance he lp 
Lower anti-US rhetoric 
Solve Iran-Iraq war 

o North to d o memcon of McFarlane trip and keep 

6- 6- 86 NSB: Discuss hostage locating TF, near real-time rescue 
plan (P ok's concept), possible phony ransom 
scheme t o cheat hostage holders 

6- 9- 86 NSB: Di scuss statu s of contra aid legislation, possible 
strategy i: fail -- private aid campaign 

(6~13 - 86 No rth briefs RBM on status of contact w/ interlocutors} 

6- 20 - 86 NSB: Discuss s tatus of contra aid legislation 
Discuss Iran: no meeting until they agree to 
release hostages 
Discuss JSOC rescue c apabi litie s 

7- 3-86 NSB : Discuss hostage situation -- Congressman Dornan 
repo r t - "some good news" (from Syria?) 

(7 - 8- 86 North di s cus ses w/ RBM his r ole in new contra management 
structure} 
(Says Vince C . not witting of Projer.t Democracy} 

7- 18 - 86 NSB: Di scu ss late s t communications w/ Iran interlocutors 

(7 - 21 -86 OLN / Cave meet with intermediary} 

(7 - 26 - 86: Jenco re leased ) 

7- 28 - 86 NSB : Discuss Jenco debrie f, reaffirm won 't ask Kuwait 
to release Dawa prisoners 

7-3 0- 86 NSB: Discuss Iran next steps , approve sale of spare 
parts, plan meet interlocutors in Europe 

(8 - 6-8 6 No r th briefs RBM on n ew Iran i an contact, will attempt 
to meet soonest} 

8- 14 - 86 NSB: Discuss contra aid legislation and alternatives to 
tide contras ove r, including private efforts. 
Discusses Iran assets frozen by Carter and hostage 
situation 



(9-2-86 Keel becomes Principal Deputy National Security Advisor) 

9-9-86 NSB: Discuss new interlocutor, prospects for hostage 
release, potential f or direct / indirect rescue 
operations 

(9 -9-86 Reed abducted; 9- 12 Cicippio abducted) 

9- 12 - 86 NSB: Discuss new Lebanon kidnappings, dual citizens at 
their own risk 

(9 -1 9-86 North / Cave meet with new interlocutor) 

9-23-86 NSB: Discuss recent communications with new 
interlocutor 

(9-29-86 Daniloff issue resolved) 

10-3-86 NSB: Discuss Iran, reaffirm don't want either Iran o r 
Iraq to win, signs bible 

(10-6-86 North / Cave meet with new interlocutors) 

10-6-86 NSB: Discuss hostages 

10 - 7- 86 NSB: Discuss aircraft down in Nicaragua , not USG, d on 't 
know who involved, be cautious in public 
statements 

(10 - 10/ 10- 11: Iceland Summit) 

(10-20-86: Decision to retaliate for Soviet expulsion by 
bringing Soviets / US to same level) 

(10 - 21 - 86 Tracy abducted) 

(10-26 North / Cave meet with new inte rlocutors) 

(11-2-86 Jacobsen released) 

(11-3 / 4-86 Lebanese magazine article and Rafsanjani speech on 
Iran connection) 

11 -6- 86 NSB: Discuss Iran in view of Jacobse n release, 
likelihood others will be released; no c omment 
posture 

11-7-86 NSB: Discuss Iran internal situation -- continue no 
comment to give chance hostages get out 

(11-9-86 North / Cave meet with interlocutors) 

11-12-86 NSB: Discuss Iran, decide to brief Cong ressional 
leadership, Regan urges make public statement s ocn 



f l-13-86 NSB: Iran -- P say s should have gone public sooner, 
decide to make TV speech tonight 

1-1-14-86 NSB : Iran -- no further commitments to Iran; distribute 
finding to State, DOD; Poindexter say s no wink ing 
or nodding t o Israel 

11-1 7-86 NSB: Iran discuss situation 

11 - 18 -86 NSB: Iran Poindexter say s Crowe not briefed 

11-21- 86 NSB: Iran channel still open 

(11 - 24-86 Senior Adv isors meet on I ran) 

(11 - 25 - 86 Poindexter resigns, North reassigned t o DOD) 

11 - 26 - 86 NSB: Iran -- l et Iran make next move 
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