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September 30, 1986 

PRESS GUIDANCE RE AIRSTRIP IN COSTA RICA 

DID U.S. PERSONNEL SUPERVISE CONSTRUCTION OF THE AIRSTRIP IN 

NORTHERN COSTA RICA? 

"The U.S. Embassy in San Jose, Costa Rica, has reported that 

during the Administration of Former President Monge the Ministry 

of Public Security was offered the use of a site on the Santa 

Elena Peninsula which could be used as an extension of the civil 

guard training center at Murcielago. The site included a 

serviceable airstrip which could have supplemented the small one 

which is located near the training center. The offer was 

reportedly made by the owners of the property who had apparently 

decided to abandon plans for a tourism project. The Embassy has 

no information on the Ministry 's decision concerning the offer. 

No U.S. Government funds were allocated or used in connection 

with this site nor we re any U.S. Government pe rsonnel involved i n 

its construction. Any further inquiries should be referred to 

the Government of Costa Rica." 

WAS THE AIRSTRIP INTENDED FOR USE BY THE CONTRAS? 

The Government of Costa Rica has made clear its position that 

it will not permit the use of its territory for military action 

against neighboring states. The U.S. Government respects that 

position. 
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