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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 10, 1981

Dear Mr. Jarzab:
Ny

I am in receipt of your mailgram of June 21, 1981 recommending
Leon Jaworski to fill the vacancy created by the retirement

of Associate Justice Potter Stewart from the Supreme Court -*-
of the United States. Please accept my deepest apologies ---
for not responding to this letter sooner, but be assured

that your recommendation did receive every consideration
during the selection process. Your letter will remain on

file in this office and in the event another vacancy arises,

-

it will again receive careful study. —
Again, my apologies for the tardiness of this reply.
With best personal regards, I am

Sincerely,

h ~
Fred F. Fielding

Counsel to the President

el

Mr. Leon Jarzab

President

Polish American Guardian Society
6200 West 64th Street ‘
Chicago, Illinois 60638
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 3, 1981

Dear Mr. Hutson:

Thank you for your letter of June 23, 1981 to Mr. Meese
recommending Barbara Jordan to fill the vacancy on the
Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce-
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for
the position. The President was presented with a most
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well
qualified individuals to consider.

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to
Mr. Meese regarding this important appointment and bringing
the outstanding attributes of Barbara Jordan to his attention.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielaingi —~

Counsel to the President

Mr. Howard A. Hutson
779 Kinnikinnik Hill
Mt. Vernon

Golden, CO 80401



court

HOWARD A. HOTSON
®

June 23, 1981

Mr. Edwin Meese
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Meese,

I figure this note will receive more attention
by directing it to you than to the President.

Regarding filling the impending vacancy of the
Supreme court I want to suggest a person:

That would be Barbara Jordan, the former Congress-
woman from Texas.

She appears to me to be very capable, well trained
and answers a lot of problems for the President
because she is a black female, and a Democrat.

This suggestion, coming as it does from a white
male Republican, may be a little startling-but
I think it is a good one.

Sincerely,

\&i\'\?\, t\.\z\\/ G \&: .y

Howard A. Hutson

779 Kinnikinnik Hill ¢ Mt. Vernon ¢ Golden. Colo. 80401
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 28, 1981

Dear Mr. Schaeffler:

Thank you for your letter of September 22,
1981 recommending Judge Anthony Kennedy
to fill the next vacancy on the Supreme
Court of the United States. Please be
assured that your strong words of endorse-
ment for him will receive every consid-
eration during any future selection pro-
cess.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. James A. Schaeffler

981 43rd Avenue

Apartment 30 :

Sacramento, California 95831
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September 22, 1981

Ronald Reagan

President

The White House

1600 Pennsulvania Avenue
Washington, D.C.

P
// Re: Judge Anthony Kennedy U.S. Supreme Court Appointment
’\.._ ,.---—"‘""—d—“" —

Dear Mr. President:

Last academic year, I had the enlightening opportunity to take a
Constitutional Law class from Judge Anthony Kennedy. Following my
completion of the course, I promised myself that I would do what I
have never done before: write to the President.

I wish, as a former student of Judge Kennedy, to recommend him as a
nominee of yours to the United States Supreme Court. I do this with
great respect and without reservation. I found the man to be the most
judicially and legally brilliant I have met, as well as a very fair and
concerned all-around human being.

Perhaps the most important reason I have for doing this is that I feel
such a selection would be a superior credit and contribution to all
parties concerned: to the two major political parties, to you and
your administration, to the judicial bench, to me and my family, and
perhaps most important, to the citizens of the Country, present and

\ future.

The overwhelming response to Judge Kennedy - from all sides I have
encountered - has been one of great impression and immense respect. It
is possible that in the political short term analysis a more perfect
candidate could be chosen; however, in the moral, judicial and even
political long term, he would be tough to beat.

Thank you for considering this request!

Sincerely,

i/
el -
ames A. Schaeff

981 43rd Avenue
Apt. #30
Sacramento, CA 95831




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 23, 1981

Dear Mr. Asmundson:

Ed Meese has forwarded a copy of your
September 15, 1981 letter recommending
Justice Anthony M. Kennedy for the next
vacancy on the Supreme Court of the
United States. Please be assured that
Justice Kennedy will receive every con-
sideration should the President again
be faced with filling a vacancy on the
Court.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

;red F. Fi;:;%%g’jl-““~\\\

Counsel to the President

e o el e Bl e

Vigfus A. Asmundson, Esquire
Suite 1040, 555 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, California 95814



21 September 1981 21 SEP 198]

Dear Mr., Asmundson:

Thank you for your letter of 15 September 1981
and for your kind words abcocut my speech to the
Comstock Club. It was a pleasure for me to
address this group, and I am glad that you
were able to attend.

Your recommendation of Justice Anthony M. Kennedy
for the next vacancy on the United States Supreme
Court, has been forwarded to Fred F. Fielding,
Counsel to the President, for his attention.

We appreciate your advising us about Mr. Kennedy,
and you may be assured that he will be given
careful consideration by the Administration. I
am grateful for the time you have taken to write.

With best wishes,

Sincerely,

EDWIN MEESE III
Counsellor to the President

Mr. Vigfus A. Asmundson
Suite 1040

555 Capitol Mall
Sacramento, CA 95814-4687

cc: EMeese Py
cc w/cy of inc: Fred fI;IaIBg>
EM:nh:emb-36a Se— -




ViGerus A. ASMUNDSON, INC.
LAWYER
SUITE 1040, 555 CAPITOL MALL
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 —4687
(916) 443-4648

September 15, 1981

Honorable Ed Meese III

Advisor to President Ronald Reagan
White House

Washington, D.C. 20500 -

RE: Appointment to United States Supreme Court
Dear Mr. Meese:

I very much enjoyed your speach to the Comstock
Club in Sacramento on Friday, September 12.

I am writing to recommend Justice Anthony M.
Kennedy of the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals for appointment
to the United States Supreme Court.

When appointed about three years ago, Tony was
the youngest Circuit Court Justice in the United States.
He is very smart, his opinions are conservative, he shows
judicial restraint, and he clearly recognizes the separate
powers of State and Federal Governments and the three
branches of government.

Tony is a graduate of Stanford University, the
London School of Economics, and Harvard Law School. He
began law practice with what I believe was Caspar Weinberger's
San Francisco law firm, then took over his father's law
practice in Sacramento when his father died and it became
necessary for Tony to continue the practice for his mother's
economic protection.

Tony engaged full time in private practice until
his appointment to the Circuit Court. In addition, he
has taught, and continues to teach the Constitutional Law
course at McGeorge School of Law in Sacramento, where he
regularly receives standing ovations.

Tony is married and has two sons and a daughter.
Ronald Reagan knows him from Sacramento days, when Tony
helped draft a tax reform Constitutional initiative.




Honorable Ed Meese III
September 15, 1981
Page 2

Here is an outstanding person who merits the
President's consideration. I would appreciate it if you
would see that this letter is directed to the proper person
for consideration when an appointment opportunity becomes
available.

Very truly yours,

C{Clo o

fus A. Asmundson

VAA: 1mb




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1981

Dear Judge Freeman:

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1981 recommending the
Honorable Cornelia Kennedy to fill the wvacancy on the

Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce-
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor
for that position. The President was presented with a most
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well
qualified individuals to consider.

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to
the President regarding this important appointment and
bringing the outstanding attributes of Cornelia Kennedy to
his attention.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Honorable Ralph M. Freeman

Judge of the United States District Court
Eastern District of Michigan

United States Courthouse

Detroit, Michigan 48226



/’{
a{«

-
e

CHAMBERS OF

RALPH M. FREEMAN a\%

United States District Court
Fov the Fostern Bistrict of Michigm
Fnited States Courthouse
Betroit 48226

JUDGE

3‘5§ June 22, 1981

Mr. Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Supreme Court Vacancy
Dear Mr. President:

I would like to recommend the appointment of the Honorable
Cornelia G. Kennedy, Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit to
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court caused by the retirement
of Justice Stewart.

Judge Kennedy is especially well qualified for this
important judicial position. She was a United States District
judge of this district for about nine years (1970-79), and chief
judge of the court for two years before her appointment to the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. She was also a state trial
judge for three years in Detroit and prior to that was in
private practice doing a lot of trial work, during which time
she appeared several times in my court. I have had the oppor-
tunity to see Judge Kennedy in action, both as a lawyer and
judge, since 1967, and I can assure you that she has excellent
qualifications for a Supreme Court justice.

She is also a courageous person which characteristic is
applied without exception in her judicial decisions. I con-
sider her philosophy as a lawyer and a judge to be desirable
for any federal judge including a justice of the Supreme
Court. Her decisions will show that she interprets the law
wisely and impartially and uses excellent judgment in leaving
the lawmaking function to Congress rather than the courts.

For these reasons, I urge you to appoint Judge Kennedy
to fill this vacancy.

Since;ely,




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 30, 1981

Dear Mrs. Lake:

Thank you for your letter of June 25, 1981 to the President
recommending the Honorable Cornelia G. Kennedy to fill the vacancy
on the Supreme Court of the United States created by the announce-
ment of the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his intention
to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for the position. The
President was presented with a most difficult decision, as there
were many extremely well qualified individuals to consider.

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to the
President regarding this important appointment and for bringing the
outstanding attributes of the Honorable Cornelia G. Kennedy to his
attention.

Sincerely,

™ AN

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Ann W. Lake, Esquire

President

National Association of Women Lawyers
40 Sawyer Drive

Dedham, Massachusetts 02026



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1981

Dear Judge Miles:

Thank you for your letter of June 22, 1981 recommending the
Honorable Cornelia Kennedy to fill the vacancy on the Supreme
Court of the United States created by the announcement of

the retirement of Associate Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor
for that position. The President was presented with a most
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well
qualified individuals to consider.

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to
the President regarding this important appointment and
bringing the outstanding attributes of Cornelia Kennedy to his
attention.

Sincerely,

=~ NS4

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Honorable Wendell A. Miles
Chief Judge

United States District Court
Western District of Michigan
110 Michigan, N.W.

Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502
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FF/ /k UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
110 MICHIGAN N.W.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

WENDELL A. MILES

Chief ,upee '~ , June 22, 1981

Honorable Ronald W. Reagen

President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: BSupreme Court Appointment - Cornelia Kennedy
Dear Mr. President:

I have observed your stated criteria for the qualifica-

. tions of a Supreme Court Justice. I wholeheartedly

. agree with each and every one of them. I am sure that

i the Honorable Cornelia Kennedy, Judge of the Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit agrees with them as well.

In my letter to the Attorney General of the United
States I have evaluated her as the most qualified person
in the United States for the pending vacancy of Supreme
Court Justice.

I enclose a copy of my letter to Attorney General William
French Smith stating my reasons for supporting her can-

didacy.
Qincerely,
L)
WendeEE A. Miles




WENDELL A.

<

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
110 MICHIGAN N.W.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

MILES June 22, 1981

Chief suoece

Hon. William French Smith
Attorney General

Department of Justice
Constitution Avenue & 10th St NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Smith:

I receive the now public knowledge of the pending resig-
nation of Justice Potter Stewart with both regret and
sympathetic understanding. While he was on the Sixth
Circuit bench he came to Grand Rapids (Western District
of Michigan) and heard several cases as a trial judge for
the then ailing Chief Judge Raymond Starr, in 1959. As _
United States Attorney for this district it was my privi-
lege to have tried two of them. He stated at that time
that he would be a better appellate judge for the "trial-
judge" experience.

There are, of course, many reasons I need not be concerned
with for the appointment of a particular person for a
Supreme Court Justice by a President. I accept the re-
leased statement from the White House concerning the qual-
ifications that the President will be stressing. Inmaking
my recommendations I fully and completely concur in the
President's objectives.

As a former United States Attorney (twice appointed by
President Eisenhower 1953 & 1957); as my party's candidate
for Attorney General (Republican) in 1960; as a busy trial
attorney from 1961-1970 (representing American Natural Gas,
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. from its Detroit offices),

I had the opportunity to closely observe the career of
Judge Cornelia Kennedy as a State Circuit Judge elected
from Wayne County (Detroit).




Hon. William French Smith Page Two

Cornelia Kennedy was an outstandingly able state trial judge
in Michigan at a time when women were not generally con-
sidered for that position with great favor. There is no
doubt in my mind that if "her political party" had not con-
trolled the administration from 1968-1976 she would have
been elected to the office of Justice of the Michigan Su-
preme Court.

Since my appointment as United States District Judge by
President Nixon, I have followed her career as a fellow
jurist, reading her opinions while she was United States
District Judge, Chief United States District Judge and a
judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit.

Cornelia Kennedy is certainly one of the (if not the) best
qualified jurists in the United States today by reason of
training, experience, intelligence, integrity, and, above
all, common sense. She has the courage and fortitude to
penetrate the fuzzy thinking of so many of our judges that
is so badly needed in the appellate courts. (See copy of
latest Court of Appeals decision in U.S. v. Alphonse Lewis,
80-5183: Filed June 19, 1981). The senseless and ridicu-
lous reversal of this criminal case in 13 pages was sensibly
answered by her in four pages).

It would be difficult to find another person who had de-
monstrated as much clear, common sense thinking, who could
earry the prestige and credibility as a former trial judge,
to the "high court."

Sincerely,

Wendell A. Miles



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 14, 1981

Dear Mr. Rankin:

Thank you for your letter of July 5, 1981 recommending Judge
Cornelia Kennedy to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court of
the United States created by the announcement of the retire-
ment of Associate Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President last week announced
his intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor
for that position. The President was presented with a most
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well
qualified individuals to consider.

I appreciate your time and concern in writing to me regard-
ing this important appointment and bringing the outstanding
attributes of Judge Kennedy to my attention.

Sincerely,

DD 4

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. William Read Rankin
c/o Box 61
Middlesex, New Jersey 08846
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William Read Rankin

¢/o Box 61

niddleoex, New Jersey 08846
July 5, 1981

Fred F. Flelding

Counsel to the President
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Counsel Fielding,

I am writing to ask you to strongly consider
recommending Judge Cornelia Kennedy of the United States
Court of Appeals to the President for the seat on the
Supreme Court that became vacant when Justice Stewart's
resignation bedame effective on July 3, 19381.

I am a former law clerk for the Sixth Circuit. In
1978-79 I served the Honorable Paul C. Weick. Of the 115
cases that I handled for Judge Weick, 2 or 3 were appeals
from decisions by Judge Kennedy while she sat in the
Eastern District of Michigan. I .have strong feelings
about the work I reviewed, and I have several other points
to make that I hope you will consider.

In my opinion, Judge Kennedy's work was excellent.
To a law clerk who is accustomed to poring over the record
and cross checking briefs against the record for hour after
hour after hour after hour, her work was a relief. Her
work displayed a devotion to falrness, accuracy, detail,
and care that went beyond merely doing a job. She was
almost religiously accurate; she marshalled evidence well;
she applied the law to the facts shown in the record; her
cites to the evidence were almost unfallingly accurate
and fair to the record; her work was complete and exhaustive;
1t was well reasoned.

In my ovinion our system and country should reward
excellence, devotion to fairness, and accuracy long and
religously pursued for its own sake. e deserve that kind
of quality and ability on our highest court.

In addition to rewarding excellence, and loyalty,
however, allow me to make several other points that you
may find of interest.

The first is a morale point. Judge Kennedy has paild
her dues, first on the District Court, then as Chief, then
on the 3ixth Circuit. I was plecased when President Carter
named her to the Sixth Circuit. Because she was one of only
2 or so Republicans nominated by President Carter, there is



is a strong inference that her record is excellent. But

a further point is that District Court Judges are aware

that there is a difference between the opinions of appellate
judges who have District Court experience and those who

do not. District Court Judges are on the firing line. They
are under great pressure: they are objects of mass demonstrations,
their lives are threatened; their families are threatened;
every day in court they are before the public in the

public arena; they must reconcile antagonistic claims of
groups and individuals who are fighting: they are constantly
under the bright and critical zlare of the media. Appellate
Judges who have this experience tend to be more sensitive

to the difficulties of being on the firing line.

District Court Judges apprecliate this sensitivity.

A second point is political. By nominating Judge
Kennedy the President would fulfill a campalgn pledge and
would gain politically with the following groups: women, in
ceneral; older persons, in general; the jurisdiction of
the Sixth Circuit, 27 million citizens, in Ohio, HMichigan,
“entucky, and Tennessee; the Bar Associations of those 4
states: Senators and Representatives of those 4 states;
many District Judges; many lawyers. OChio and Michigan
are old, industrialized, democratic states; Tennessee and
Kentucky are growing, sunbelt, southern border democratic
states. Last fall President Reagan and Republicans made
a good showing in this democratic region which they may
wish to assist. In the House, for example, 12 of Ohio's 22
Representatives are now Republican, in Michigan 6 of 18 are
now Republican, in Kentucky, 3 of 7 are now Republican,
and in Tennessee, 3 of 8 are now Republican. Majority
Leader Baker of Tennessee may favor the nomination. In
the House, among Republicans, Rep. Vander Jagt, R., Mich.,
who is Chairman of the National Revpublican Congressional
Committee, Rep. Latta, of Ohio, ranking Republican on the
House Budget Committee, 3ep. Stanton, of Ohlio, ranking
Republican on the House Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs
Committee, Rep. Broomfield, of Michigan, ranking Republican
on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Rep. Quillen of
Tennessee, ranking Republican on the House Rules Committee,
Rep. Snyder of Xentucky, ranking Republican on the House
lerchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, and Rep. Ashbrook,
of Ohio, ranking Republican on the House Education and
Labor Committee may favor the nomination. Among Democrats,
3ep. Perkins, of Kentucky, chairman of the House Education
and Labor Committee and Rep. Dingell, of Michigan,
chairman of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, might
support the nomination. :

The next point is a debating point with Democrats.
The Sixth Circuit had the first woman on a federal appellate
court in United Stats history, Judge Florence Allen, who
stepped down in 1959. 3See 278 F.2d. Although Judge Allen
was a Democrat, President Reagan would appear to be on the



side of tradition by nominating from the pioneering Circuit.
de would provide even a hetter role model than Judge Allen
for aspiring women by appointing Judge Xennedy.

A finel point is a strategic one. Justice Stewart's
resignation was unexpected. President Reagan may have
several more during the next three years. Justices Brennan
and lMarshall mey step down for age and health reasons, and
Chief Justice Burger and Justice Powell may step down as well.
On the one hand, 1t makes sense to try to influence the
Court for as long a period as possible, possibly decades,
by naming someone young, conservative, who agrees with the
President's ovhilosophy, at the first opportunity, even if
that person i1s relatively inexperienced. After all, President
Reagan may not have another opportunity. Already the Court
is swinging conservative, led by Justice Rehnquist, and
another young member may help that swingzg and influence the
course of the Court for decadese On the other hand, the
President may have more than one appointment, and if so,
he might accomplish several objectives by appointing
Judge Kennedy. He could reward excellence, reward a
faithful Republican, accomplish other points already
mentioned, and still get 12 to 15 years of conservatism on
the Court. He can use later nominations, which are likely,
for personal favorites, or for as yet undiscovered and
still developing young Republican jurists, who may well
influence the Court for several decades.

Thank you for considering my feelings on this
matter. I hope that you will consider my thoughts, and
if you feel that they have some value, that you will forward
them to others who are taking part in the selection process
so that they may consider them as well.
Very sincerely and regpectfully yours,

I

Iilliam Read Bankin
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RUFUS S. HILL, JR., ESQ.
3331 LEGATION STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D. C. zoow

June 25, 19C

Honorable ZEdwin lieese III

Counsellor to the President

“Thite House -~ Ulcst THng _ ‘
1600 Pennsylvania ivenue i3

tlashinston, D.C.

Dear Iz, licese:
lay I »nlease sugzest vhe possibility of the President's
A
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g 0 o3
malzing an announcenent alongz the following lines shortly after
Julg 3 with remprrd to the Suv“ ne Co :

This liation has lost to what I hope is a ha»rpy
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in the nerson of Justice Potter Sterarte. hen Justice
Stewzrt czme to ashington, he was aslied whether he
were a liberal or a conservative—-—to which he rcplicds
"I am a lawyer.¥ I have knowmn for shortly over 2 months
that Justice Stewart was retiring. Durin~ that time I
Have scarched this country dili:ently among Jjurists and
non-jurists —— and withocut rezard, of course, to race,
religion, sex, or ideolo;y — for the best person to
follow in the tradition that Potter Stewert founded.

I have found ancther Phi 3e! o Kappa jurist who practiced

law for 19 years before elevation to the bench of a

State trial court 1li yecrs agoe Alter 3 years at the
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State level this jurist was apnointed to be a United

tates District Judge and served with distinction
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until 1979, Since then, this jur has graced with
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brilliance a United State Court of An»neals.

In other words, this jurist was chosen for the Federal



RUFUS S. HILL. JR., ESQ. N
3331 LEGATION STREET NW
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20015
" ’
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bench by both a Republican and a Democratic
Presidente And I am continuing this binartiscan
spirit of high respect by noninating this most
able and impartial person I can find to be a
ifaibgr cf the United States Supreme Court.

I decen it a privilege to nominate,as an
Associcte Justice:

T

The Honorzble Cornelia Groefsema Kennedy.

know Jud~e Kennedy personally, have never seen

I do notv
her, and have never plead a case in her courte. DBut I have
read atv least

5t one of her opinicnse.

Vhi lo, sir, with all due respect, I do not asree with you
that it is 1na33rovr"atc for someone such as you to be sinultancously
an adviser to the Prosident and a candidate for the Couru, I
presumntuocusly suzest that it would be best at _this time to
neminate to the Court someone whom the rmedia could not vos°1bly
say—-10 its discredit--is a »nolitical or parsonal crony of

c President's or of Senator Thurncnd. 1hile I have the -
hest 1 efard, resveCu, and, indecd == if I nay say so —-
ction ior Senctor Thurnmond, while I consider myself
South Ca ‘olinian and would therefore likes to see
1oriinee from South Carolina, and while I wecr the same
chool-tie with, and respect very much, lis. Dole, I believe
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1 evory pewmson on Senator Thurmond's list (as stated in
1e 'ashin;ton Post™, Tuesday, June 23, 1981, AL4) could be
vvacked by' he media as a crony of Scnztor Thurmond's or the
President's, except Ils. Kennedy——and except. lis. Kearse, But the
redia could nau 11y say that Judge Kearse is a "twofer® Further,
she has been Jurlgu Tor only two yesrs. lhile she shO"ld be
seriously” CLHu’QC“”Q for rCWlaccmeﬁ if Justice llarshall lcaves
the Couru, everthe eless, Judfe Iconnedy, on the other hand, is
a jurist oﬂionr experiences Since she ison Senator Thurmond's
list, he night DO°”7bly be ¥*locked-ih™ to her confirmation. And,
I believe, she is the least vulnercble name on the Senator's list
to attacl: as a "»olitical™ appointmente

tfu_lly, 0 XWS “‘Q%

W bt -€316

L;n tofgiger and E. Pendleton Jane
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cc: Chief of Staff B ker and Ilessrs.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
110 MICHIGAN N.W.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

WENDELL A. MILES

chief uoee .~ Tune 22, 1981

IS

Honorable Ronald W. Reagen
President

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Supreme Court Appointment - Cornelia Kennedy
Dear Mr. President:

I have observed your stated criteria for the qualifica-
tions of a Supreme Court Justice. I wholeheartedly
agree with each and every one of them. I am sure that
the Honorable Cornelia Kennedy, Judge of the Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit agrees with them as well.

In my letter to the Attorney General of the United
States I have evaluated her as the most qualified person
in the United States for the pending vacancy of Supreme
Court Justice.

I enclose a copy of my letter to Attorney General William
French Smith stating my reasons for supporting her can-
didacy.

incerely,

Wende?% A. Miles
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WENDELL A.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

WESTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN
110 MICHIGAN N.W.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49502

MILES June 22, 1981

Chief supce

Hon. William French Smith
Attorney General

Department of Justice
Constitution Avenue & 1l0th St NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Smith:

I receive the now public knowledge of the pending resig-
nation of Justice Potter Stewart with both regret and
sympathetic understanding. While he was on the Sixth
Circuit bench he came to Grand Rapids (Western District
of Michigan) and heard several cases as a trial judge for
the then ailing Chief Judge Raymond Starr, in 1959. As _
United States Attorney for this district it was my privi-
lege to have tried two of them. He stated at that time
that he would be a better appellate judge for the "trial-
judge" experience.

There are, of course, many reasons I need not be concerned
with for the appointment of a particular person for a
Supreme Court Justice by a President. I accept the re-
leased statement from the White House concerning the qual-
ifications thdat the President will be stressing. Inmaking
my recommendations I fully and completely concur in the
President's objectives.

As a former United States Attorney (twice appointed by
President Eisenhower 1953 & 1957); as my party's candidate
for Attorney General (Republican) in 1960; as a busy trial
attorney from 1961-1970 (representing American Natural Gas,
Michigan Consolidated Gas Co. from its Detroit offices),

I had the opportunity to closely observe the career of
Judge Cornelia Kennedy as a State Circuit Judge elected
from Wayne County (Detroit).
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Hon. William French Smith Page Two

Cornelia Kennedy was an outstandingly able state trial judge
in Michigan at a time when women were not generally con-
sidered for that position with great favor. There is no
doubt in my mind that if "her political party" had not con-
trolled the administration from 1968-1976 she would have
been elected to the office of Justice of the Michigan Su-
preme Court.

Since my appointment as United States District Judge by
President Nixon, I have followed her career as a fellow
jurist, reading her opinions while she was United States
District Judge, Chief United States District Judge and a
judge on the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth
Circuit.

Cornelia Kennedy is certainly one of the (if not the) best
qualified jurists in the United States today by reason of
training, experience, intelligence, integrity, and, above
all, common sense. She has the courage and fortitude to
penetrate the fuzzy thinking of so many of our judges that
is so badly needed in the appellate courts. (See copy of
latest Court of Appeals decision in U.S. v. Alphonse Lewis,
80-5183: Filed June 19, 1981). The senseless and ridicu-
lous reversal of this criminal case in 13 pages was sensibly
answered by her in four pages).

It would be difficult to find another person who had de-
monstrated as much clear, common sense thinking, who could
carry the prestige and credibility as a former trial judge,
to the "high court."

Sincerely,

Wendell A. Miles




CHAMBERS OF \\}gl\sx.

RALPH M. FREEMAN

" Hnited States Bistrict Courrt
Hor the Tasterss Bistrict of Mickigun
Hnited States Gouvthonse
Betroit 48226

JUDGE | s‘b‘&
3}% June 22, 1981

Mr. Ronald Reagan

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: Supreme Court Vacancy
Dear Mr. President:

I would like to recommend the appointment of the Honorable
Cornelia G. Kennedy, Circuit Judge for the Sixth Circuit to
fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court caused by the retirement
of Justice Stewart.

Judge Kennedy is especially well qualified for this
important judicial position. She was a United States District
judge of this district for about nine years (1970-79), and chief
judge of the court for two years before her appointment to the
Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals. She was also a state trial
judge for three years in Detroit and prior to that was in
private practice doing a lot of trial work, during which time
she appeared several times in my court. I have had the oppor-
tunity to see Judge Kennedy in action, both as a lawyer and
judge, since 1967, and I can assure you that she has excellent
qualifications for a Supreme Court justice.

She is also a courageous person which characteristic is
applied without exception in her judicial decisions. I con-
sider her philosophy as a lawyer and a judge to be desirable
for any federal judge including a justice of the Supreme
Court. Her decisions will show that she interprets the law
wisely and impartially and uses excellent judgment in leaving
the lawmaking function to Congress rather than the courts.

For these reasons, I urge you to appoint Judge Kennedy
to fill this vacancy.

Sinceyéiy,
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U.S. Department of Justice
N 1981
9,4 JU N

United States Attorney
Southern District of Florida

AWW:rh

155 South Miami Avenue H
Miami, Florida 33130 'P

June 19, 1981

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500
Dear President Reagan:

Please carefully review-the-qualifications and seriously consider

appointing T%é@r&le Corpelia G. Kennedxx Circuit Judge, Sixth
Judicial Circ 7 United States Court of Appeals, to be the next Justice

on the Supreme Court of the United States.

Judge Kennedy was a Republican appointee and has a strong Republican
background. I have personally observed her formulate opinions where there
was no precedent, continually striving to uphold tough legislation passed
by the Congress of the United States to combat criminal conditions in the
country. She is a Judge who has consistently labored to uphold reasonable
actions on the part of state and federal executive law enforcement and the .
efforts of Congress to combat crime. She was an excellent Trial Judge, being
fair to both sides, yet always exhibiting the greatest respect toward law
enforcement.

In four years in the early 1970's, I met at Judge Kennedy's hame at
every conceivable hour of the weekend and nighttime off-duty hours to sign
court authorized wiretap orders, to pursue great heroin and cocaine smuggling
rings and the massive official corruption that ran through the police departments
with organized crime figures in Detroit and its surrounding environs. She was
an excellent U. S. District Court Trial Judge. On three occasions I met between
the hours of 2:00 A.M. and 5:00 A.M. with Judge Kennedy to review multiple
arrests and search warrant affidavits in these cases. Judge Kennedy always
cheerfully invited us to come at any hour we were prepared, gave every
attention in the dead of the night to the complicated, important work preduct,
and always cheerfully invited us back for any reason. Judge Kennedy looked for
possible problem areas in the affidavits, asking questions, offering suggestions,
and eliciting testimony to fill in gaps that she thought might greater
strengthen the documents against narcotics importers.



"

I have not seen Judge Kennedy in seven years. However, I know from the
indefatigable way she worked to make the administration of justice function,
as well as the mental brilliance she displayed in her opinions and in trial
court, that if any person, and yet any woman, were to be considered to be a
Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge Cornelia G. Kennedy wo g the best
and the brightest candidates.

: vz

United States Attorney

Southern District of Florida and
President, South Florida Chapter
The Federal Bar Association




L THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 22, 1981 .

Dear Mr. McDonnell:

Thank you for your letter of June 19, 1981 to Edwin

Meese recommending the Honorable Earl W. Kintner to

fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court of the United States
created by the announcement of the retirement of Associate
Justice Potter Stewart.

As you are probably aware, the President has announced his
intention to nominate the Honorable Sandra D. O'Connor for
the position. The President was presented with a most
difficult decision, as there were many extremely well
qualified individuals to consider.

We very much appreciate your time and concern in writing to
Mr. Meese regarding this important appointment and bringing
the outstanding attributes of Mr. Kintner to his attention.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fi;l%/b\

Counsel to the President

Mr. Pierce McDonnell
National Press Building
Washington, D.C.
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