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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1986 

MEMORANDUM FOR PAULA DOBRIANSKY 
JOHN LENCZOWSKI 
JUDYT E. MANDEL 
ROBERT PEARSON 
PAUL THOMPSON 

FROM: C. DEAN MCGRATH, JR. ~<}/.. 
SUBJECT: Inquiry from Senator DeConcini Concerning the 

Agreement Between the American Bar Association 
and the Association of Soviet Lawyers 

Please find attached a draft response to Senator DeConcini's 
above-referenced inquiry. I would be interested in your 
thoughts and comments. I have also attached for your reference 
a copy of Fred F. Feilding's correspondence with William W. 
Falsgraf (President, American Bar Association). 

Attachments 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DRAFT 

Dear Senator DeConcini: 

William L. Ball, III, Assistant to the President has referred to 
me your letter regarding an agreement entered into in 1985 
between the American Bar Association and the Association of 
Soviet Lawyers. 

Pursuant to the agreement reached last year between the 
President and Soviet Leader Gorbachev, the Administration has 
supported efforts to increase opportunities for the peoples of 
the United States and the Soviet Union to communicate directly 
with one another. The Administration's policy is to encourage 
people to people contacts, not to endorse particular Soviet 
organizations. While we recognize the nature of the Soviet 
system, it would be inconsistent with our responsibilities in a 
free and open society for the Administration to dictate exactly 
which Soviet organizations Americans could and could not 
contact. 

In the context of this policy, we do not believe it would be 
appropriate to urge the American Bar Association to disassociate 
itself from its agreement with the Association of Soviet 
Lawyers. Our position should not, however, be construed as an 
endorsement of the agreement or the Association of Soviet 
Lawyers. 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Wallison 
Counsel to the President 

DRAFT 
The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
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MARI( H GITENSTtlN, MINORITY CHIEF COUNSR 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Presi dent : 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

WASHINGTON, DC 20 510 

June 18, 1986 

It has been brought to my attention by one of my constit uents, 
Pa t i ence Huntwork, that t he Admi nistration's name is being band i ed 
about as a support er of an agreement ente r ed i nto i n 1985 bet ween • 
the American Bar Association and the Associ a t ion of Sovi et Lawye rs 
{the ABA-ASL agreement). This apparently results f rom a letter by 
President Falsgraf of the ABA in which he asked for Administrati on 
support of the agreement and characterized it as noncontrovers i al. 
Mr. Fielding apparently responded in a ,positive manner to the ABA 
overture. I believe the White House should reconsider its support 
or clarify the nature of that support. The agreement is not 
"noncontroversial" and it flies in the face of common sense and 
human decency to assume that the ASL is other than an instrument 
of disinformation and propaganda for the Soviet Union. Enclosed 
are several statements that have been made on this subject by 
myself and others. 

I encourage you to urge the ABA to disassociate itself 
immediately from this onerous agreement. 

DDC/rfv 
Enclosures 

cc: Peter Wallison 
Counsel to the President 

Sincerely, /). '. ac:... .• ~ 
~NCINI 
United States Senator 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA5HING70 N 

December 27, 1985 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the American Bar 
Association's exchange program with the Association of Soviet 
Lawyers.. I appreciate your bringing the program to our 
attention, in light of the Geneva Summit and the President's 
personal interest in increased contacts between American and 
Soviet citizens from all walks of life. 

The ABA-ASL exchange program strikes me as a most worthwhile 
endeavor. I, therefore, hope that you will not hesitate to call 
upon me if I can be of any assistance in its implementation. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Orig . signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fieldi ng 
Counsel to the President 

Wil l i am W. Fa l sgra f, Esquire 
Pre s ide nt 
Ame r i can Bar Assoc ia tion 
1800 M St r e et, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20 0 3 6 

FFF : DKO : lrc 

FFFielding/ 
DKOwen 
Subject 
Chron . 

12 / 27 / 85 



AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM W . FALSGRAF 
AMERICAN BAR CENTER 

750 N . LAKE SHORE DRIVE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

TELEPHONE: 312 / 988 - 5100 

ASA/NET: ABA007 

Mr. Fred Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Fred: 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

1800 M STREET, N. w. 
WASHINGTON, 0 . C. 20036 

November 15, 1985 

I noted with great interest the President's proposal last night 
for a stepped-up "people-to-people" program between U.S. and Soviet 
citizens. As I believe you know, last year the ABA entered into an 
administrative agreement with the Association of Soviet Lawyers 
(ASL), for the purpose of increasing the professional contacts 
between American and Soviet lawyers. Informal discussions have even 
touched on a potential program to provide an opportunity for 
children of lawyers to visit the homes of lawyers in each country. 

The relationship between the ABA and ASL has been carefully 
developed over the past two years, and as a consequence we have a 
number of high level personal contacts within the ASL. Moreover we 
have reason to believe that the ABA-ASL exchange effort has 
attracted the interest of the current political leadership of the 
USSR, particularly because Mr. Gorbachev himself is a lawyer. 

I call this to your attention now so that if you find it 
appropriate you may advise the President of these facts. We of 
course are prepared to take wh a tever constructive action we can, 
consistent wi t h o ur current ag ree me nt with t he ASL, to support the 
Presid en t 's proposa l . 

WWF: kvm 
4136 g 

Ver y truly yours, 

Wil l i am W. F a lsgra f 
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New York Times. Wednesday, August 6, 1986 • 

. .... . • ~::r •'-:"4 _ .. - : ,-:: . ,·: · 

Should We 
~-~: ·Reject~tlie· _- -
Soviet s·ar? -

By William S. Pearl 

SANTA MONICA, callf. -Amer~ 
lean la,yyers gather1ng at the Amer- · 
lean Bar ·Assoclat1on11 annual meet,. 
Ing In New York City tbla week baye a 
chance to right a grievous wrona In 
it• deaUnp with the Aaoclalioo of 
SaYlet La~. They mUlt decide 
whether they w111 conttnue -to 1enc1 
professional -legitimacy to lawyers In 
'- ~tartan police .iate. -~. . . . . I 

· Last year when A.BA offlclall ... -
. tabllsbed • 'fwmal rer ~ . . -/ 
· ..tbe Assoclatloo of ~et La-= -

~ -AB.A. membership WU nefu,e; 
consulted nor. Informed .. that the 
SoYiet organlzatloo bad written • 
boot attacking Jewish activists, that 
the A.S.L. 'a president bad denounced 
SOvlet ~ -rtama . ~,- ~ 
that the pGUp'I vice p~had 
written a book vilifying the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate Andrei D. Sa­
kharov and Amnesty International, 
the human righta.orpntzatloo. 

American Bar Almciatloo otftdala : 
received these Soviet ban'iltera In the 
United States, preaented them to 
prominent Jurfsta, Including the Chief 
Justice of the United · States, Warren 
Burger, and gave them a llgned~ 
ment - "guided by mutual respect" 
- to encourage cooperation In "areu 
of mutual professional Interest." 

Human rights adyocates, members _ 
of Cohgl)tSS and_ lawyers themselves 
were-fllnous. Unmoved, . the A.B.A. 
j1:15tifled Its action., u promottna 
human rights. . · 

Within weeks of the visit, however, 
the Association of Soviet Lawyers r-. 
leased a book warning Soviet Jews of 
the ·consequences of emigrating and 
contending_ that Zionists had collal»­
rated with the Nazis. The A.S.L. wrote 
its book together with the Anti-Zionist. 
Committee, whose statements our 
~ ~Crrai,1e.1t tkl3 i:All~ iaiiU~ii'.it~e. 

William S. Pearl ts a lawyer. 

· t 

In-1984, A.B.A. officials VISlted Moe­
cow during Dr. Sakharov's weU-publl­
clz.ed hunger ltrtke. Today, we know 
what happened during that visit. When 
the A.B.A. delegation arrived, Dr. Sa­
kharov was am:sted. His forced feed­
ings and poatble druam,s were ad­
mlnlltered even u A.B.A. otflcials 
met 9Je1r Soviet brethrm. After the 
A.B,t\-:~ •t. the measures applied to 
Dr. Sakbal'OV were Intensified. . 

~1bls spriJw, A.B.A. .officlals new 
off to MOllCOW again. The A.B.A. 
presldeni. William Falsgraf, ~ be 
~ .di8cusied human ript8 -­
with Soviet offlcla1', wbD be said 
"~ baw a better understandlPI of 
the importance of human rtpta to 
tbls &8SOClation.•~ Soon after Mr. 
Falsgraf and bis entouraae 1"1 ifoe­
cow, the A.--S.L:'s Yke pJ:e!ddent 
signed a public statemeut clfincmnd9a · 
Amerlcansupporten of SorietJ~ _, 

Soylet .o.f'1cials, Hke inolt people. . 
know the difference between words· "" 
and -action.. Tbet . must . wcindei,, 

· whether any amount of la1"'1essnea 
jeopardiz.ea a formal reladonsb1p 
.with " American la~ri. ·It's a fair 
question, becauae the A.B.A. has now 
adopted a ' !Declaratloo of Coopera­
tion" that proclaims both organlza. 
tions to be "mutually pledged to ad­
vance the rule of law In the world." 

If an organ of totalitarian lawleu­
ness can be seen u promoting_ the 
rule of law, what can't? If the A.S.L. 
ls worthy of the A.B.A. 'a professional 
legitimacy, what isn't? The A.B.A. . 
says that it can lobby Soviet officials 
about human rights, but oonslder Its 
results. 11 Dr. 5akharov were the 
A.B.A. 's client, would he be pleased? 

East-West dialogue, even with the 
A.S.L., can take place without formal . 
agreements. So can dialogue ·w1th out­
spoken Soviet citizens, not Just offi­
cial organs. American lawyers have a 
duty to reduce, not legitimize, Soviet 
control over our coni.cts with Soviet 

· citizesll and their coni.cta ,,_..._ • -· 
The key to real dlaloiue la obmpll­
ance with existing human_ rights ac-.. 
cordi;.... that 11, ~ for the 'rule of 

- Jaw. Uthe Reapn ·Adrnl~\100 .­
. held the Kremlin to "911\uQd tt'ihts 

obliptlont, _formal ex~ ... ,.-.,uld 
be superfluous. -· . . . _ . · . • 

Hum~ rights l~~• su~t!ecl 
by ·1ntemational ngures, b}Clu,j,..._g 
Anatoly. B. --Shcharansky, · have 
planned a vote at the convention to 
halt the A.B.A.'a counterproductive 
formal ties to the A.S.L. · 

Dr. SakbarOV, though not a lawyer, 
· bu riskecl bis life to build a safer 

world based on Jaw. He knows that-no 
ooe Is iafe In a system In which peace 
activists are sent to "psychiatric hoS­
pttals." The American Bar Associa­
tion bas adopted laudable resolutions 
on human rights. Dr. Sakharov's 

• pr1JIIClples deserve more than Jµst Up 
' service. ' 1be vbte to terminate the 
1 · A.BA'• formal ties to the Assocla-

tloa of Soviet Lawyers will show 
whether American lawyers agree. D 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release August S, 1986 

STATEMENT BY THE PRINCIPAL DEPUTY PRESS SECRETARY 

United States and Soviet Union officials today concluded a week 
of discussions on expanding cultural, educational and 
people-to-people exchanges between our two countries. These 
discussions were arranged to implement the agreement reached 
between the President and Soviet leader Gorbachev last year at 
the Geneva summit to increase cooperation and contacts and to 
expand opportunities for people in our respective countries to 
communicate directly with one another. Thirteen cooperative 
programs in the areas of education, higher education, health, 
sports and culture were agreed upon and about nineteen more are 
under active discussion. 

A Soviet inter-governmental. delegation comp9sed of representa­
tives of the USSR Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Culture, 
Education, Higher Education, Health, and the USSR Committee on 
Sports also met with representatives of twenty-eight private 
organizations in the United States which will be participating 
in the exchanges initiative. This reflects the President's 
conviction that the participation of the American private sector 
is essential to the success of these programs. 

The programs agreed upon today are an important step in fulfilling 
the commitments made by both leaders at Geneva. 
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THE BAR ASSOCIATION 
. When fools rush in 
The second of two psrt,s. 

It has now become painfully evi­
dent that the American Bar 
Association allowed itself to be 
duped by the Association of 

Soviet Lawyers, an organization that 
is under the total domination of the 
Kremlin. 

Suffused with noble purpose&, the. 
ABA signed an agreement with the 
ASL hoping to "contribute to the 
improvement of relations between 
the two nations and make an 
important contribution toward 
world peace and mutual understand­
ing." 

These worthy goals, however, are 
not ·served by assisting a counterfeit 
justice system to gain legitimacy 
before the court of world opinion. 
· Two Phoenix attorneys, PatienJe 

• Huntwork and Orest Jejna, playing 
David to the ABA Goliath, are 
working hard to get the agreement 
rescinded. They point out that the 
agreement will not accomplish its 
intended purposes. 

Human rights activist Vladimir 
Bukov4{ly, who waf exchanged by 

Phoenix Gazette 3-12-86 

.. 

Marcia Sielaff 

Edltorlal Writer 

the Soviet government for Chilean 
Communist leader Luis Corvalan in 
1976, and is now living in California, 
supported that view in a recent 
letter to Huntwork. 

"The 'dialogue' with people who 
are obliged, under threat of penalty, 
to repeat official propaganda is 
completely senseless ... Clearly, the 
agreement is not going to strengthen . 
the rule of law, but will help to 
deceive millions of people in the 
world." · 

Bukovsky is personally acquainted 
with the way the leaders of the ASL 
do the Kremlin's bidding: "Ironi­
cally, I have had a personal experi­
ence with Alexander Sukharev" 
(acting pres~ent of the ASL) 

· ''which illustrates only too well what­
sort of duties he performs. As you 
know, I was sentenced to seven years 
of prison and labor camps in 1972 
for 'anti-Soviet agitation and propa­
ganda' (article 70 of the Penal Code 
and the Russian Federation). The 
official version of my verdict formu­
lated by Moscow City Court (and 
later confirmed by the Supreme. 
Court after my appeal), included my 
different interviews to Western me­
dia about abuae of psychiatry in the 
USSR for political purpose, posses-
. sion of forbidden · literature and a 
couple of episodes of 'verbal propa-
ganda.' There was nothing else in 
my verdict. 

"However, in October of 1976, 
while I was still serving my term, 
Sukharev, at that time first deputy 
minister of justice, publicly accused 
me in an article published in 
'Literaturnaya Gazeta' of being a 
Nazi collaborator." Bukovsky was 
born in 1942, which would make him 
the youngest collaborator in the 
history of the world. The Germans · 
surrendered in May of 1945. 

Sukharev has continued to do his 
duty as a mouthpiece for the 
Kremlin. In an English translation 
of an interview on Radio Moscow, on 
the eve of Human Rights Day, Dec. 
9, 1985, Sukharev was eloquent 
about how Soviet respect for the 
U.N. D~aration of Human Rights 

~ 

----- ...... ~-~·-. ".;i · -~-

. "stems from the very nature Qf the 
socialist system. The Soviet Union 
has not just signed all the key 
international agreements on human 
rights," Sukharev enthused, "but 
has initiated many of them. What's 
more, it's entered all the ten princi­
ples of the Helsinki Final Act into· 
its constitution, making them law.'' 

No doubt, ·in future interviews, 
Zukharev will be able to point to the 
ASL/ ABA agreement as another 
example of Soviet efforts to further 

- the cause of human rights. 
What the starry-eyed idealists at 

the ABA fail to realize in their 
pursuit of a lawyer.;• detente, is the 
importance of symbolism to . the 
leaders of the Soviet Union. 

Dina Kaminskaya, the attorney 
who represented Bukovsky and 
other dissidents in the Soviet courts, 
and her husband Konstantin Simis, 
understand only too well what an 
important weapon the ABA/ ASL 
agreement is in the Soviet propa­
ganda arsenal. The two attorneys, 
who are husband and wife, were 
expelled from the USSR in 1977 and . 
now live in Virginia. 

"Without any doubt," they write, · 
. "the agreement between the ASL 

and the ABA will help the Soviet 
government mislead American pub- . 
lie opinion. The Soviet authorities 
are quite concerned about improving 
theirl , image and convincing the' 

·world that they do not violate their, 
international obligations in the hu­
man rights field. The agreement 
between the ASL and the ABA 
facilitates the achievement of this 
goal for them." 

Even more disturbing is the &ffect 
on the l~timate leaders of the 
struggle for human rights: Those 
wbo suffer daily in the psychiatric 
hospitals and labor camps. 

"One can be sure that dissidents 
in the Soviet. Union would view the 
agreement between the ASL and the 
ABA as a victory for the Soviet 
policy of disinformation of interna­
tional public opinion, of which the 
latest victim is the ABA." 

To add to the ABA's embanasss­
ment, Samuil Zivs, vice president of 
the ASL, is well-known for his 
anti-semitic statements and writ- · 
ings. He serves as the first vice­
chairman of the "Anti-Zionist Com­
mittee of the Soviet Public." 

The Anti-Zionist Committee and 
the ASL co-authored "The White 
Book," which is a virulent diatribe 
against Jews, Israel, and the United 
S_tates. · The foreward was written by 
Alexander Sukharev. 

· The ABA/ ASL agreement con­
tains a provision allowing either side 
to termmate by giving three months' 
written notice. • 

The clock is runnillf' 

, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1985 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the American Bar 
Association's exchange program with the Association of Soviet 
Lawyers. I appreciate your bringing the program to our 
attention, in light of the Geneva Summit and the President's 
personal interest in increased contacts between American and 
Soviet citizens from all walks of life. 

The ABA-ASL exchange program strikes me as a most worthwhile 
endeavor. I, therefore, hope that you will not hesitate to call 
upon me if I can be of any assistance in its implementation. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Orig . signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

William W. Falsgraf, Esquire 
President 
American Bar As s ociation 
1800 M St reet, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 

FFF:DKO:lrc 

FFFie lding/ 
DKOwen 
Subj e ct 
Chron . 

12 / 27 /8 5 
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AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM W. FALSGRAF 
AMERICAN BAR CENTER 

750 N. LAKE SHORE DRIVE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 

TELEPHONE: 312/988-5100 

ASA/NET: ABA007 

Mr. Fred Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Fred: 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

1800 M STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, 0. C. 20036 

•) r- •l C"\ 1 0 
0 UL 4 ~ 

November 15, 1985 

I noted with great interest the President's proposal last night 
for a stepped-up "people-to-people" program between U.S. and Soviet 
citizens. As I believe you know, last year the ABA entered into an 
administrative agreement with the Association of Soviet Lawyers 
(ASL), for the purpose of increasing the professional contacts 
between American and Soviet lawyers. Informal discussions have even 
touched on a potential program to provide an opportunity for 
children of lawyers to visit the homes of lawyers in each country. 

The relationship between the ABA and ASL has been carefully 
developed over the past two years, and as a consequence we have a 
number of high level personal contacts within the ASL. Moreover we 
have reason to believe that the ABA-ASL exchange effort has 
attracted the interest of the current political leadership of the 
USSR, particularly because Mr. Gorbachev himself is a lawyer. 

I call this to your attention now so that if you find it 
appropriate you may advise the President of these facts. We of 
course are prepared to take whatever constructive action we can, 
consistent with our current agreement with the ASL, to support the 
President's proposal. 

WWF:kvm 
4136g 

Very truly yours, 

William W. Falsgraf 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date _--"-.3_.._• ~.:.....~'-· ,_f'_~ --
Suspense Date ___________ _ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

ACTION 

DIANNA G. HOLLAND 

Approved 

Please handle/review 

For your information 

For your recommendation 

For the files 

Please see me 

Please prepare response for 
_______ signature 

As we discussed 

Return lo me for filing 

COMMENT 

~ f,io v'4 
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February 20, 1986 3:48 pn 

MEM'.)RANDUM FOR FRED F. FIEIDING 

FRCM: 

SUBJEx:T: 

MERI IARSOO 

Phone Call from Marcia Silaff, 
Phoenix Gazette 

Marcia Silaff called re: an exchange of letters 
between you and William Falsgraf, ABA President. 
(See attached) • 

The Washington Times wrote an article on 2/11/86 
that quoted Falsgraf stating that he has been 
in touch with you on the ABA/Soviet lawyers 
Agrearent and you responded favorably to it. 

The Phoenix Gazette wants to knCM if it is true 
that you are endorsing the agreerrent (not just 
the exchange program). Please call 602/271-8461. 

The Washington Times article and Falsgraf letter 
of 11/15/85 are on their way. 



WASHINGTON TIMES 2/11/86 

Lawyers want ABA.·· to rescind Soviet pact 
By David Sellers 
fHE WASHING ION T1MES 

BALTIMORE - 1\vo Arizona law­
yers restcn.lay blasted an agreement 
signed last year between the Amer­
ican Bar Association and a group of 
Sm·iet lawyers for bringing false le­
gitimacy to the Russian legal system 
and shame to the AHA. 

" F11r the ABA to persist in this 
for111 ;1i rl'1 ;11i1111ship is to misjudge 
1lw Sm·iet system and its threat to 
I rl'cdom ," l'atit·11ce I luntwork , a 
st;dl allorney for the Arizona Su ­
pn·mc C11urt , claimed yesterday. 

;\ I rs . II uni \\'ork and Orcst .J enja , a 
LT1111inal defense laywer. said they 
will ask the /\BA tn vote at the 
group·s annual meeting in August in 
l\'t'11· Yo1·k 111 dissol\'c it s p;1ct wilh 
1hc t\ssoci:11i1111 of Soviet l,;l\vyers . 

1'11e t\\'o l'hoenix lawy-crs said 
el1111111a1i11g the ;q~n:elll l' III would 
dl·monstr.ilc the /\IIA's "commit-
111•: 111 to the cause of human right s." 
Tht·,· charged thal the ASL fosters 
pro1;ai.:anda ;111J is linked to Soviet 
hum,111 rii.:ht s violations . 

11111 ,\Bi\ president William Fals­
i.:raf defl'nded the ai.:recment yes t er-

day, telling the group's policy­
making body, the house of delegates, 
that he has "been in contact with the 
White House [on the issue] and it has 
responded favorably." 

"The f ABA l board has reaffirmed 
its view that dialogue and contact 
arc useful," said Mr. Falsgraf. ' 

Mrs. Huntwork claims that the 
ASL and the Soviet Anti-Zionism 
Committee arc joint authors of the 
"White llook," which she termed a 
collection of "anti-Jewish ;ii1d anti­
American material." 

Acconling to Mrs. I luntwork, one 
ASL official , Samuil Zivs, is first 
vice chairman of the Anti -Zionism 
Committee and is the author of a 
hook that attacks human rights or- · 
ganizations and Soviet dissidents . 

J\lrs . llunlwork released a st.im­
nwry of a Dec. 9, I <JH:i, news confer­
ence held in l\loscow to n~ark 
I lu111a11 l{ighls Day. The summary 
reports that, in responding to a re­
porter's question about Andrei Sa­
kharov, the exiled Soviet dissident,, 
!\Ir. Zivs claimed that the dissident's 
residence in Gorki has "nothing to 
do with the notion of exile." 

Mr. Zivs also said that Mr. Sakha-

rov is carrying out his research and 
having his works regularly pub­
lished in scientific journals. 

Under the May• 1985 agreement, 
the two groups expressed their de­
sire to establish cooperative pro­
grams bet ween Soviet and American 
lawyers to foster better overall rela-

' tiqns between the two countries. In 
May the first lawyer exchange is 
scheduled to take place when ABA 
lawyers visit the Soviet Union. 

The groups also plan to exchange 
publications and films and to spon­
sor symposia and other joint under-
takings. · 

The agreement,' signed by ABA 
executive director Thomas Gonser 
and ASL vice presiclent Rafael 
Saakov, said "The two associations 
believe that such cooperation may 
'contribute to the development of re­
lations between the two nations and 
can make an important contribution 
toward world peace and mutual un­
derstanding between nations." 

The pact may be terminated by 
either association by giving three 
months' written notice. The ABA has 

, signed a similar agreement with the 
China Law Society. 

\ 

Mrs. Huntwork claims that while 
the ABA has not supported her pro­
posal, some members have pressed :: ,::?· 
for modification of the agreement to · ' 
make human rights one of the key 
issues discussed when the lawyers 
meet. 

However, because the ABA lead­
ership seems unwilling to take up 
the dispute, Mrs. Huntwork said she 
and Mr. Jenja will present a res­
olution calling for termination of the . 
agreement to all lawyers present at 
the August inecting. 

In June 1985, just over a month 
after the ABA and ASL reached their 
agreement, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, 
an Arizona Democrat and a lawyer, 
took to the Senate floor to call for its 
disolution. 

"It incenses me that the American 
Bar Association can be duped so 
badly and be so c.1llous to the actual 
state of affairs within the Soviet 
Union," he said. 

"What the Soviet Union under­
stands is action. I would hope that 
the ABA would terminate its 'mutu­
ally respectful agreement' until 
such time as their Soviet counter- ~ 
parts begin to evidence some re- ~ 
spect for the rule of law." -'\ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1985 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for your recent letter concerning the American Bar 
Association's exchange program with the Association of Soviet 
Lawyers.. I appreciate your bringing the program to our 
attention, in light of the Geneva Summit and the President's 
personal interest in increased contacts between American and 
Soviet citizens from all walks of life. 

The ABA-ASL exchange program strikes me as a most worthwhile . 
endeavor. I, therefore, hope that you will not hesitate to call 
upon me if I can be of any assistance in its implementation. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

Orig . s:g~ed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

William W. Falsgra:, Esquire 
President 
American Bar Association 
1800 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 
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