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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Ms. Knobler:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a dlscount available to holders of dlplomatlc-
passports. »

-Regulatlons promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offerlng of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long—standlng practlce
in several countrles.

The acceptance of such dlscounts is not 111egal but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the '
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

With respect to your comments on the particular make of
automobile chosen by the individuals in question, I can only
state that such decisions are matters of personal consumer
preference which 1t would be inappropriate for the Government
to regulate.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

: John G. Roberts
: Assoc1ate Counsel to the President

Ms. Hannah F. Knobler
10006 Sidney Road
Silver Spring, MD 20901
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mrs. Lee:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an -
advance team at a dlscount available to holders of diplomatic
passports.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of ;
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long standlng practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the.
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

With respect to your specific question, diplomatic passports
are issued under limited circumstances and only to those
conducting official Unlted States Government business
abroad.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely, .

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. Joan Lee
$#9 Arundel Place
St. Louis, MO 63105
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mrs. Bronson: .

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about the purchase of 25
automobiles; actually nine vehicles were involved.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long standlng practlce
in several countrles. ,

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such diiscounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

With respect to your comments on the partlcular make of
automobile chosen by the individuals in question, I can only
state that such decisions are matters of personal consumer
preference which it would be 1nappropr1dte for the Government '
to regulate.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Slncerem

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. I. Bronson
10139 Woodley #234
Sepulneda, CA 91343
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY R. JAFFKE
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTWE
ASSOCIATE COUNS#L/TG THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT:  BMW Correspondence

You referred to this office a letter from Senator Goldwater
to Mr. Friedersdorf, transmitting a constituent letter
complaining about the BMW .incident. I have prepared the
attached reply to the constituent, based on a form reply we

have been sending to all who write in comcerning the episode.

Please advise if your office has any objection; if not I
will send the letter. You will probably want to furnish
Senator Goldwater with a copy; I will leave that to you.

- Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Wray:

You recently wrote to Senator Barry Goldwater concerning the
purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of a '
White House advance team at a discount available to holders
of diplomatic passports. Senator Goldwater has referred
your correspondence to the White House for a reply.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
foreign automobile manufacturers is a long-standing practice
in several countries. '

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
‘staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

With respect to your comments on the particular make of
automobile chosen by the individuals in question, I can only
state that such decisions are matters of personal consumer
preference which it would be inappropriate for the Government
to regulate.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.

Sincerely,

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mr. Park Q. Wray
11813 N, Oakhurst Way
Scottsdale, AZ 85254
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS HINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Darnton:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. : Do

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a 1@ng—stand1ng practice
in several countrles.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or -
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

I hope the foregoing'information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

John G. Hoberts
Associate Counsel o the President

Mr. Thomas E. Darnton
11802 S.E. Village Drive
Jupiter, Florida 33458
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERT%QZﬁ%féf:

SUBJECT: BMW Letter from Lowell Myers

As previously instructed, I have been sending out form

replies to the BMW letters. You asked that the reply to

this particular letter be prepared for your signature; a

draft is attached, with an appropriate addition to correct

the writer's impression that Mr. Deaver himself purchased

nine automobiles. Mr. Myers wrote one letter to the Pre51dent,
but sent copies to both you and the President.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
‘the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about Mr. Deaver "buying
(9) cars using a diplomatic passport." That is not what
happened. Rather, nine individual members of the advance
team arranged to purchase one automobile each.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long—standlng practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this gquestion.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel #o the President

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Office Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

FFF:JGR:aca 4/8/85
bce:  FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron



THE WHITE HOUSE

CWASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTS

SUBJECT: . BMW Letter from Lowell Myers

As previously instructed, I have been sending out form

replies to the BMW letters. You asked that the reply to

this particular letter be prepared for your signature; a

draft is attached, with an appropriate addition to correct

the writer's impression that Mr. Deaver himself purchased

nine automobiles. Mr. Myers wrote one letter to the President,
but sent copies to both you and the President.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about Mr. Deaver "buying
(9) cars using a diplomatic passport." That is not what
happened. Rather, nine individual members of the advance
team arranged to purchase one automobile each.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offerlng of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long-standlng practice
in several countrles.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this guestion.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the Pre51dent

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Office Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

FFF:JGR:aea 4/8/85
bee:  FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron
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Lowell Myers PRI
P.O. Box 6759 | S07581
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

March 10, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President: ,

Honestly? You don't see anything wrong with Mike Deaver
buying (9) cars using a diplomatic passport to get a good
discount? NINE CARS? '

To me it smacks of Mike using a DP for personal gain.

My opinion is that it is WRONG, Ron, very wrong!

How about 100 cars? Would that be wrong?

As an American citizen I recommend that a DP be used for
buying no more than 2 family cars a year on special discount.

Sincerely,

Lowell Myers\?ézjthA/B}J\‘léﬂdﬂ—”——

Washington (UPI) - Presideat Reagan
says he sees nothing wrong with top aide
Michagl Desver and other ataff members”

- ueing diplomatic passports to get die-

counts on nine cars while in Hest
Germsny to arrange the president's state
wisic. ’

“You're talking sbout something that
hes gone on for a great many years, that
exists in our embassies in all different
countries,’ Resgsn replied when sskad
whether Deputy Chief of Staff Deaver
acted eppropriately,

"It's 2 standerd practice that's
been used for many, many yesrs,' he ssid,

Asked 1f he believed there was “noth-
ing wrong with what Deaver did,' Resgasn
asid, "no,"

Earlier, spokesman Larry Speakes re-
fused to comment, saying White House
Counsel Fred Flelding was studying the
facts of the cass, —

Desver, vho has sanounced he will
leave his post in April or Msy, probably
to take & luctative job 1in public rela-
tions, led s 30-member advance psrty to
West Germeny to set up the president’s
Msy 1-6 atay in West Germany.

WIRE Sv€. RPT. 3//0/85
Qe . IREp FlIECDiAg



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Judge Maguire:

- Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of :
diplomatic passports. :

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long-standing practlce
in several countrles.

The»acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
~staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this guestion.

With respect to your comments on the particular make of
automobile chosen by the individuals in gquestion, I can only
state that such decisions are matters of personal consumer
preference which it would be 1nappropr1ate for the Government
to regulate.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

John G. Roberts
A55001ate Counsel to the President

The Honorable John N. Maguire
14 Hampshire Woods
Towson, MD 21204
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At » JUDGE JOHN N, MAGUIRE
14 HAMPSHIRE WOODs
TOWSOMN, MARYLAND 21204

March 18, 1985

President Ronald Reagan
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

I was shocked to read the article in the Baltimore
Morning Sun on March 5, 1985, with respect to the '
activities of Michael K. Deaver and other:  members of
your advance team with respect to the purchase of BMW
automobiles in Germany at sizeable discounts.

Thereafter, your White House counsel, Mr. Fielding,
was advised by Mr. Regan to look into the matter. Within
a week apparently Mr. Fielding found no illegal activities
on the part of Deaver, et. al.

~ The legality of the transaction is not my concern.
I am appalled that a close aide to you and his associates
have the audacity to purchase German made vehicles when

' your great concern is unemployment in America. They

JNM/js

purchase foreign goods while our labor groups are seek~-
ing jobs for Americans.

At this time I will not engage in the pros and cons
of the purchase of foreign goods by Americans. But, I
do remember vividly the foxholes in World War II and the
White Crosses and Stars of David in Normandy.

I am your ardent supportér and had the pleasure of

exercising my franchise right to vote for you in both
elections. You do not need people like this around you.

Cohtinﬁed good health to you and Mrs. Reagan.
Respectfully,

John N.'Magu',e B

Retired Judge

CC: Honorable Donald Regan



THE WH!TE HOUSE

WASH?NGTON
“April 9, 1985

MEMQRANDUM FOR' . . JOHN G. ROBERTS

FROM- 5o © .. KATHY RATTE JAFFKE
1FSUBJECT:f R "‘~: "BMW Correspondence from
: : IR, ’ ,Senator Barry Goldwater

"

_;I have no ob}ectlon to the letter you prepared to Senator
" Goldwater! s cohstituent, Mr. Park Q. Wray, concernlng the -BMW
‘elnC1dent I have copled the Senator.

"LThanks for your aSSLStance.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WA IS HINGTOM

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr. Wray:

You recently wrote to Senator Barry Goldwater concerning the
purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of a
White House advance team at a discount available to holders
of diplomatic passports. Senator Goldwater has referred
your correspondence to the White House for a reply.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
foreign automobile manufacturers is a long-standing practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. BAfter review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this guestion.

With respect to your comments on the particular make of
automobile chosen by the individuals in question, I can only
state that such decisions are matters of personal consumer
preference which it would be inappropriate for the Government
to regulate.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.

Sincerely,

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mr. Park Q. Wray
11813 N. Oakhurst Way
Scottsdale, AZ 85254



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON.

April 8, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR KATHY R. JAFFKE o
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTgé%i&Qf?ZE
ASSOCIATE COUNSEL/TC THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: BMW Correspondence

You referred to this office a letter from Senator Goldwater
to Mr. Friedersdorf, transmitting a constituent letter
complaining about the BMW incident. I have prepared the
attached reply to the constituent, based on a form reply we
have been sending to all who write in concerning the episode.
Please advise if your office has any objection; if not T
will send the letter. You will probably want to furnish
Senator Goldwater with a copy; I will leave that to you.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
March 22, 1984

MEMORANDUM FOR: DIANNA HOLLAND

FROM: ~ KATHY RATTE JAFFKE%
SUBJECT : BMW Incident

Attached is a letter to Max Friedersdorf from Senator Barry
Goldwater regarding the purchase of BMW's by White House staff
while advancing the President's European trip.

I would appreciate your advice on whether to respond to the
attached. 1If the Counsel's office recommends a response from
B. Oglesby, I will need your guidance on language. If you
suggest no response, just let me know.

Thank you for your help in this regard.



BARRY GOLDWATER ARIZOMA, CHARMAK
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STROM THURMOKRD, SOUTH CARGLINA SAM HUNN. GEORGIA
SOHN W WARNER, VIRGINIA JOHN C. STENHIS, MISSISSIPPL
GORDON J. MUMPHREY, NEW HAMPSHIRE GARY HART, COLORADO
WILLIAM S, COHEN, MAINE - J. JAMES EXON, NEBRASKA
DAN QUAYLE. INDIANA . CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAR qa 'Y
JOHN P, EAST, NORTH CAROLINA EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS ; nlt tateg %E uatz
PETE WILSON, CALIFORNIA JEFF BINGAMAN, NEW MEXICO "
JEREMIAH DENTON, ALABAMA | ; ALAN 1. DIXOM, ILLINOIS
PHIL GRAMM, TEXAS : . JOHN GLENN, OHIO COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
JAMES F. McGOVERN, STAFF DIRECTOR AND CHIEF COUNSEL
ARNOLD L PUNARO, ETAFF DIRECTOR FOR THE MINORITY WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 18, 1985

Mr. Max Friedersdorf
Assistant to the President
for Legislative Affairs

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Max:

It would be much appreciated if your office would provide me with a reply for
my constituent, Mr. Wray, relative to his question. He claims to have no
objection to a possible discount for White House staff purchasing v
automobiles, but wonders why a discount wasn't pursued with an American
manufacturer instead of a foreign one. I reminded him that we sell a lot of
Toyotas in Arizona so that one answer is "freedom of choice,™ but I also
assured that I would try to get a reply for him.

ter



11813 N. Oakhurst Way
Scottsdale, AZ 85254

March 5, 1985

The Honorable Barry Goldwater
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator:

I have never written a Senator before, but having just watched
the evening news, I'm genuinely annoyed. The report stated
that 9 White House staff members had purchased BMW automobiles
at a discount.

My complaint: The fact that their diplomatic passports garnered
them a substantial discount doesn't bother me at all. Every

key job has certain perquisites. However, with our balance

of payments problems, what kind of example from Ronnie's people
is this?

‘It s actions such as these that make 1t difficult to be suppor-
tive of our federal government.

S;n’érely,

Id 30
Park Q. Wray

POW/dw



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1985

Dear Congresswoman Roukema:

Thank you for your letter of March 28 to Counsel to the
President Fred F. Fielding. That letter requested that this
office respond directly to an inquiry received by your
office concerning the purchase of foreign automobiles by
certain members of a White House advance team.

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the letter we
have sent in response to your request. Please do not
hesitate to contact this office if we may be of any further
assistance. :

Sincerely,

oW o

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

The Honorable Marge Roukema
United States House of Representatives
wWashington, D.C. 20515



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 11, 1985

Dear Mrs. Simonoff:

Congresswoman Roukema has advised this office of your
concerns about the purchase of foreign automobiles by
certain members of an advance team at a discount available
to holders of diplomatic passports.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
foreign automobile manufacturers is a long-standing practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

John G. Roberts
Associate Counsel to the President

Mrs. Helene Simonoff
13-3 Tamaron Drive
wWaldwick, New Jersey 07463
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ASHINGTON QFFICE:

303 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUHLDING
WASHINGTON, DC 205615
{202) 2254465

MARGE ROUKEMA

ETH DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:

BANKING, FINANCE AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

WEW JERSEY DFFICES:

555 ROUTE 17 SOUTH
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07450

" EDUCATION AND LABOR 201 447-3569
SELECT COMMITTEE ON HUNGER ‘Zﬂﬂﬁl’iﬂﬂ of the Anited %mtzs i
{RANKING MINORITY MEMBER) mﬂnﬂz ﬂf msmﬁnw {201) 579-3039

AWashington, BE 20515
March 28, 1985

The Honorable Fred Fielding
Counsel to the President
The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. Fielding:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a
message I received from my consitutent, Mrs.
Helene Simonoff, concerning Mr. Deaver's

recent trip to West Germany.

I would appreciate your direct response
to Mrs. Simonoff on this matter.

Thank you for your cooperation with
this request.

&Sincerely,

*

P S I S

Margeéhoukema
Member of  Congress -

MR:Kd

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



WASHINGTON OFFICE:

303 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20815
{202) 22544856

MARGE ROUKEMA
STH DISTRICT. NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEES:

BANKING, FINANCE AND
URBAN AFFAIRS

HEW JERSEY OFFICES:

SE5 ROUTE 17 SOUTH
RIDGEWOOD, NJ 07480

EDUCATION AND LABOR (201) 447-3300
SELECT COMMITTEE ON HUNGER thlgrzss of the Hnited States s s
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER #ouse of Representatives 07 578-3038

AWashington, BE 20915

March 28, 1985

Mrs. Helene Simonoff
13~3 Tamaron Drive- :
~Waldwick, New Jersey 07463

Dear Mrs. Simonoff:

Thank you for contacting my office to |
express your opposition to the discounts
received by Presidential Advisor Michael E
Deaver and his staff, for the purchase of !
automobiles while in West Germany.

I have taken the liberty of forwarding
your comments to the Honorable Fred Fielding,
Counsel to the President, for his direct reply.

As always, I appreciate having the benefit
of your thoughts on matters of concern. I hope
yvou will continue to share your concerns with
me on this and other matters of importance in
the future.

i i b AR

Sincerely,

éf;44jéé4v4vxg

Marge ukema
Member of Congress

MR:Kd

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS



MEMORANDUM

TO: John and Cindy
RE: Constituent's views
FM: Julie

March 11, 1985

Ms. Helen Samessf<S| n\onon-

.(F 13-3 ';’anma;on Dr. b/’;

Waldwick

Ms. Simorff is upset .at Michael Deaver trip to
West Germany and the dlscount his staff got on
BMW's. ,

A




THE WHITE-HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 19, 1985

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about Mr. Deaver "buying
(9) cars using a diplomatic passport.”™ That is not what
happened. Rather, nine individuals ~- four White House

staff members, two Secret Service members, and three U.S.
embassy employees -~ arranged to purchase one automobile
each. ‘

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by
foreign automobile manufacturers is a long-standing practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. BAfter review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Office Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

 FFF:JGR:aea 4/19/85
bcc: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 8, 1985

Dear Mr.'Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available t® holders of diplomati
passports. Your letter complained abomt Mr. Deaver "buying
(9) cars using a diplomatic passport.”™ That is not what -
happened. Rather, nine individual memibbers of the advance
team arranged to purchase one automobiile each.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts avadilable to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by

C

ot vo

foreign automobile manufacturers is a lLong-standing practice

in several countries,

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance om it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prochibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members «©f the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to: oither departments and
agencies that they review their policiess on this question.

I hope the foregoing information respomds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with: us.

Sincereily,

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Office Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

c

<



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1985

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about Mr. Deaver "buying
{9) cars using a diplomatic passport.” %That is not what
happened. Rather, nine individuals -- four White House

staff members, two Secret Service members, and three German
embassy employees -- arranged to purchase one automobile
each.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of smch discounts by
foreign automobile manufacturers is a lomg-standing practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the #hite House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prokibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such diiscounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members wf the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to otker departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this question.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

Fred F. #Helding
Counsel #® the President

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Office Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

FFF:JGR:aea 4/18/85
becec:  FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1985

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING

FROM: JOHN G. ROBERTM

SUBJECT: BMW Correspondence

The last sentence of the first paragraph has been changed,
as discussed at this morning's staff meeting.

Attachment



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

- April 19, 1985

Dear Mr. Myers:

Thank you for your recent letter to the President concerning
the purchase of foreign automobiles by certain members of an
advance team at a discount available to holders of diplomatic
passports. Your letter complained about Mr. Deaver "buying
{9) cars using a diplomatic passport.™ That is not what
happened. Rather, nine individuals -- four White House
staff members, two Secret Service members, and three U.S.
embassy employees -- arranged to purchase one automobile
each.

Regulations promulgated by the Department of State generally -
permit the acceptance of discounts available to holders of
diplomatic passports. The offering of such discounts by

, forelgn automobile manufacturers is a long—standlng practice
in several countries.

The acceptance of such discounts is not illegal, but the
practice had never been reviewed by the White House and the
White House had never given guidance on it to members of the
staff. After review, we decided to prohibit members of the
White House staff from accepting such discounts in the
future, unless they are out of the country for 30 days or
more. This office has alerted members of the staff to this
new policy, and has also suggested to other departments and
agencies that they review their policies on this gquestion.

I hope the foregoing information responds to your concerns.
Thank you for sharing your views with us.

Sincerely,

Foged (TS DU T A
Orig. signed by

Fred F. Fielding
Counsel to the President

Mr. Lowell Myers
Post Qffice Box 6759
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

FFF:JGR:aea 4/19/85
bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron



