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Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D. C. 204 72 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

TEXAS 

on .jt~~;l§"f$ai~(~Elaurricane Alicia made landfall on the 
southern end of Galveston Island at 4:00 a.m. Maximum sustained 
winds were 115 mph. The storm moved into the Houston area where 
it caused considerable damage. The remnants of Hurricane Alicia 
produced severe thunderstorms in central and northern Texas as 
well as in southern Oklahoma. Tides were reported to be 12 
feet above normal along the barrier islands on the Texas coast. 
Most telephone and power lines are down in the Galveston 
area. 

FEMA's regional office in Texas has monitored the situation 
closely and has placed its disaster assistance employees and 
reservists on standby alert as well as advising other Federal 
agencies of the possible need for their availability in the 
event of a major-disaster declaration. While our onsite 
officials are unable to provide detailed damage information 
at this time, they have emphasized the severity and magnitude 
of the damage incurred and the fact that the situation is 
beyond the capabilities of the State and local governments. 

Governor Mark White has requested a major-disaster declaration. 
He has implemented the State emergency plan and determined 
that the situation is beyond the State and local governments' 
capabilities to respond. The commitment, while not stated by 
the Governor, consists of the mandatory cost sharing of. the 
Individual and Family Grant program and the cost sharing of 
eligible Public Assistance costs which is stipulated in the 
proposed declaration letter. Based on our experience with 
previous hurricanes of similar magnitude in this area, there 
is no doubt that this request warrants a major-disaster 
declaration. 

I recommend that you declare a major disaster for the State 
of Texas due to damage resulting from Hurricane Alicia. 

In the event of a declaration, I intend to designate Brazoria, 
Chambers, Fort Bend, Galveston, Harris and Matagorda Counties 
eligible for Individual Assistance. This will provide 
immediate Federal help to families, individuals and businesses. 



be designated at a 
received. 
-J::~J· ,•'i.1'~ .· 
~~1ii1-•~~t-,~ 

Attachments: 
Declaration Letter 
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Fort Bend and Matagorda Counties may 
later date when additional information is 

•'t•ttce< fO:r 'S: 
.. ' c t~·f"~11~J)i 

Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Date: 

Telegram to the Governor 
Notice to the Press 
Congressional Representation 
State Map 
Governor's Request 



Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

ARIZONA 

Beg inning on or about s;ililll~i;4!i~~i~~~t'{~~~~~~\ severe storms, 
producing heavy rains, high winds and flooding struck Yavapai 
County, in central Arizona, causing extensive damages in the 
public and private sectors. This resulted in a declaration 
of emergency by the Governor for Yavapai County on that date. 
on or about September 28, storms increased, affecting wide­
spread areas of the State with additional heavy rains and 
extensive flooding. Over a period of several days, a total 
of ten counties reported severe damage and losses. A total 
of thirteen persons are reported dead or missing as a result 
of the incident. 

on October 3, the Governor expanded his State of Emergency 
declaration to include the entire State. Governor Bruce 
Babbitt's request for a Presidential disaster declaration 
was received on October 3, 1983. The Governor asked for 
Individual and Public Assistance for ten Arizona counties: 
Apache, Cochise, Gila, Graham, Greenlee, Maricopa, Pima, 
Pinal, Santa Cruz and Yavapai. On October 2, FEMA representa­
tives accompanied the Governor and other State officials on 
an aerial inspection of the affected area. An analysis of 
their report follows. 

INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE 

With regard to emergency services, the American Red 'cross, in 
coordination with State and local governments, has established 
12 shelters throughout the 10 county area, providing assistance 
to approximately 3,000 victims. State and local government 
agencies, including the National Guard, have provided disaster 
relief in the form of emergency medical assistance, water 
supplies, evacuation, sand bagging, and emergency road repairs. 
Following the fly-over survey, FEMA has estimated that about 
500 homes have been flooded, some to depths in excess of six 
feet. Based on that information, our regional staff has 
estimated the cost of a temporary housing program at about 
$1,500,000. 

The Governor also has requested the Individual and Family 
Grant (IFG) program to assist flood victims. At the present 
time, this program also has a general estimate of $1,500,000. 
It is also expected that the storms have caused a substantial 
amount of unemployment not covered by the regular State 
program. Current estimates place the cost of the Disaster 
unemployment Assistance program at about $500,000. 
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Though detailed damage assessment information is not available, 
it is estimated that SBA home loans could amount to about $4 
million. Business and commercial areas have received heavy 
damage throughout the affected area suggesting that there 
also will be a substantial number of SBA business loans. 
Current estimates place that total at about $6 million. 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

The aerial survey confirmed that many roads and bridges have 
been washed out throughout the affected area, in some 
cases isolating area residents. Damage also has been reported 
to utilities and water systems. One specific instance was 
in Santa Cruz County where the City of Nogales lost its 
water supply due to raw sewage in the river which provides 
the water source for the community. It also has been reported 
that soil erosion is significant and that debris is a major 
problem in some areas. The present rough estimate for public 
sector damage is $20 million. 

DISCUSSION 

Though only a preliminary assessment has been completed, all 
indications are that this incident is clearly of major disaster 
proportions. Both private and public damage is si~nificant. 
The State commitment listed in the Governor•s lettei: 0£~~ 
$650,000, along with the 25 percent State shar~{<>f IFG"1\co~·ts: 
(which is a legal requirement), appears adE!Q.~~.~~ ... J:ri.,J.. ~f 
the resources already expended by the State ·aue to ·t.Jie •J· •• ·9.rJtdb 
River flooding in late June. aowev~r, ... ~he earlier commitment: 
oes not excuse the State ft'om··01t'ne"''2'.5'> ;,, .. ,,~:en:·~ ,,, ···· .ut) . .lit'Y'1 d ... ,.. . .. ·.... . . · ··· ' , 1!;J~!~;!;,15'Y!•l . .P ... · ., ,.,:d ... , 

~!:sistanc.e costs which ar~ ~2!1\f.!lY:~~~ »t , 
local governments. The GOverrior ha$ requested 1 
~ederal funding for Public Ass.ista.nce. No State b._.~ 
10:0 percent fundin9 in over ~~t:~~ .:(°~~i;s sin.<:t:l a o · 

> arrangemery,t .. was initially ,qeg-~~J•t~~~~~x~.-~~'fll~' 
nor the ~~m~ition of the state of .IU;i•o~ci.#'..:J1an,. , .' . 
in the cost-share approach.;.; The Presidential declaration 
letter contains our standard language on this matter. ~~::.&S' 
our intention to insist that the State and local share be? 
stipulated in the FEM.A-State Agreement fqr th:i.:s. disaster:~ 
That share also ensures a significant State commitment. In 
the event of a declaration, I intend to designate those 
requested counties eligible for either Individual and/or 
Public Assistance. These determinations will be made 
based on a more detailed assessment of the damage than is 
currently available. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

0 The commitment by the State of Arizona is adequate. 

0 The severity and magnitude of the situation are beyond the 
capabilities of the State and local governments. 

0 The incident warrants a major disaster declaration. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Governor's request be granted. 

Attachments: 
Declaration Letter 
Telegram to the Governor 
Notice to the Press 
Congressional Representation 
State Map 
Governor's Request 

Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Date: 



MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1984 

FRED F. FIELDING 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ 

Disaster Declaration for Texas 
December, 1983 Severe Freezing Temperature Damage 

James Jenkins' office asked us Saturday afternoon to review as 
soon as possible a request from Governor Mark White of Texas 
for Presidential declaration of a "major disaster," within the 
meaning of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Pub. L. No. 93-288, 
principally codified at 42 u.s.c. §§ 5122 et seq. The re9uest 
relates to damage caused by severe freezing temperatures in 
December of last year. 

White's original request dated December 30, 1983 was legally 
deficient and White was so advised by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency. An appropriately revised request was 
received on January 5, 1984. Based on a review of the revised 
request and the related materials forwarded by FEMA, which 
recommends that the request be granted, the request appears to 
comply with the statutory requirements. "Severe freezing 
temperature" is not specifically mentioned as being within the 
meaning of "major disaster" in 42 u.s.c. § 5122(2) (unless 
considered encompassed by the word "storm"), but it is covered 
by the catch-all "other catastrophe." The request letter 
complies with§ 30l(b) of the Act, 42 u.s.c. § 5141(b), since 
it was sent by the Governor; includes a finding that effective 
response to the disaster is beyond the capabilities of the 
State and affected local governments; states that the State 
emergency plan has been implemented; and includes information 
on the extent and nature of State resources that will be 
committed to alleviate the disaster. 

After reviewing this matter with Mr. Hauser, I advised Jenkins' 
office that we had no legal objection to proceeding 
with the disaster declaration. A memorandum for Darman 
memorializing this advice is attached for your review and 
signature. 

Attachment 



MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1984 

RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DEPUTY TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Disaster Declaration for Texas 
December, 1983 Severe Freezing Temperature Damage 

James Jenkins' office asked us on January 7, 1984 to review as 
soon as possible a request from Governor Mark White of Texas 
for Presidential declaration of a "major disaster," within the 
meaning of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Pub. L. No. 93-288. 

Based on a review of the request and the related materials 
supplied by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, we 
concluded that the request complied with the statutory require­
ments for a major disaster declaration. We also noted no 
legal objection to the implementation materials prepared by 
FEMA in connection with this request. We orally advised Mr. 
Jenkins' office of our views on January 7. 

cc: James E. Jenkins 

FFF:JGR:ph 1/9/84 
cc: FFFielding/ 

JGRoberts/ 
Subject 
Chron. 



MEMORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1984 

RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

DEPUTY TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Disaster Declaration for Texas 
December, 1983 Severe Freezing Temperature Damage 

James Jenkins' office asked us on January 7, 1984 to review as 
soon as possible a request from Governor Mark White of Texas 
for Presidential declaration of a "major disaster," within the 
meaning of the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Pub. L. No. 93-288. 

Based on a review of the request and the related materials 
supplied by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, we 
concluded that the request complied with the statutory require­
ments for a major disaster declaration. We also noted no 
legal objection to the implementation materials prepared by 
FEMA in connection with this request. We orally advised Mr. 
Jenkins' office of our views on January 7. 

cc: James E. Jenkins 



Federal. Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

TEXAS 

The recent cold wave imposed severe freezing temperatures in 
the southern portion of the State of Texas, causing a hard 
freeze and damaging the citrus fruit and vegetable crops. On 
December 30, 1983,. Governor Mark White requested a major­
disaster declaration for Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Willacy 
Counties. Since the request was incomplete and did not comply 
with the statutory requirement of the Disaster Relief Act of 
1974, Public Law 93-288, the Governor was so advised. Also, 
FEMA regional personnel worked closely with State and local 
personnel in assessing damages, determining.the requirement 
for Federal assistance, and advising State officials in the 
preparation of a proper request. A subsequent request was 
received on January 5, 1984, which complies with the law. 

INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE 

The only Individual Assistance program under PL 93-288 which 
has been requested is the Disaster Unemployment Assistance 
(DUA) program. The DUA program is funded by FEMA through the 
Department of Labor. It is administered by the same State 
off ice which administers the normal unemployment compensation 
program within the State. The purpose of the DUA program is 
to provide unemployment compensation to those individuals who 
have been 'idled as a result of a major disaster and who are not 
otherwise covered by the normal. State program. 

The Texas Employment Commission (TEC) estimates that 22,000 
individuals have suffered loss of employment due to the severe 
freezing temperatures. While the majority of these will be 
eligible for normal unemployment compensation, TEC estimates 
that about 6,000 will not be eligible. Local.officials of 
the U.S. Department of Labor generally concur with TEC 
estimates including an estimated 12- to 14-week period needed 
for recovery before the majority of individuals can return to 
work. The estimated cost of the DUA program is $10.5 million. 

·citrus growers in the area estimate that it will take at 
least 90 days to realize the full extent of the damage and to 
rehire the workers who are unemployed as a result of the freeze. 
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The Governor's request also indicates the need for the disaster 
loan program.of the Small Business Administration (SBA) and 
the emergency loan program of the Farmers Horne Administration 
(FrnHA). It is estimated that there are approximately 3,600 
growers in the four counties. Based on initial surveys, 
SBA projects 1,400 growers applying for Econornmic 2njury 
loans and 2,300 growers applying for business loans under the 
SBA disaster loan program. While estimates are not yet 
available for economic injury loans, business loans are 
expected to total $74 million. The FmHA emergency loan 
program may receive about 240 loan applications with a 
potential program cost of $18 million. 

In the event of a declaration, both the SBA and FmBA loan 
programs would be triggered in those areas designated eligible 
for Individual Assistance. However, either loan program can 
be made available without a major-disaster declaration, 
provided the criteria established by each agency is met •.. 

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

No assistance in the public sector has been requested at this 
time. 

DISCUSSION 

The effects of the severe freeze in the agricultural sector 
of the four counties is expected to have a staggering effect 
on the economy in this area. In addition to the crop losses, 
the resulting unemployment has exacerbated an already high 
unemployment situation. As indicated in the Governor's 
request, this area was affected by the Mexican Peso devaluation, 
which depressed business activity and increased unemployment. 

The Department of Labor (DOL) has advised us that for the 
1983 Fiscal Year, the unemployment figures for these counties 
were: 

Cameron 
Hidalgo 
Starr 
Willacy 

Percent 

16.1 
21.2 
40.7 
15.4 

Number Unemployed 

14,000 
18,300 

5,100 
929 

Sufficient jobs are not available in these four counties to 
hire the 20,000 idled by this situation. Further, DOL advises 
that these workers, mostly migrants, would not be able to 
obtain work elsewhere at this time. 

Based on all available data, there is a need for the DUA 
program under a major-disaster declaration, which cannot be 
addressed by. other resoprces, either Federal or State and local. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

0 The severity and magnitude of the situation ar~ beyond the 
effective response capabilities of the State and local governments. 

0 The situation warrants a major-disaster declaration. 

0 In the event of a declaration, I intend to designate Cameron, 
Hidalgo, Starr and Willacy Counties eligible for Individual 
Assistance. This would make available disaster unemployment 
assistance and trigger the loan programs of FmHA and SBA. 

0 Any additional assistance under PL 93-288 can be provided, 
if requested and needed, based on the proposed declaration letter. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Governor's request be granted. 

Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Date: 

Attachments: 
Declaration Letter 
Telegram to- the Governor 
Notice to the Press 
Congressional Representation 
State Map 
Governor's Request 

JAN 1 \984 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Mr. Giuffrida: 

I have determined that the damages resulting from severe 
freezing temperatures in certain areas of the State of 
Texas beginning on or about December 22, 1983, are of 
sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant a major-disaster 
declaration under Public Law 93-288. I therefore declare 
that such a major disaster exists in the State of Texas. 

In order to provide Federal assistance, you are hereby 
authorized to allocate, from funds available for these 
purposes, such amounts as you find necessary for Federal 
disaster assistance and administrative expenses. Consistent 
with the requirement that Federal assistance be supplemental, 
any Federal funds provided under PL 93-288 for Public 
Assistance will be limiteo to 75 percent of total eligible 
costs in the designated area. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Louis o. Giuffrida 
Director 
F.ederal Emergency Management Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20472 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Honorable Mark.White 
Governor of Texas 
State Capitol 
Austin, Texas 78711 

As you requested, I have declared a major disaster for the State 
of Texas because of damage due to severe freezing temperatures 
beginning on or about December 22, 1983. I have authorized 
Federal relief and recovery assistance in the affected area. 

Consistent with the requirement that Federal assistance be 
supplemental, any Federal funds 'provided under Publ1c Law 
93-288 for Public Assistance will be limited to 75 percent 
of total eligible costs in the designated area. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will coor­
dinate Federal assistance efforts and designate specific 
areas of the State eligible for such assistance. The 
Federal Coordinating Officer will be Mr·. Gregory W. Solovey 
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency. He will consult 
with you and assist in the execution of the FEMA-State Disaster 
Assistance Agreement governing the expenditure of Federal 
funds. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 



January , 1984 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
NOTICE TO THE PRESS 

The President today declared a major disaster for the State of 
Texas because of the impact of severe freezing temperatures 
on the State's agricultural industry, and the resultant unemp1oy­
ment in agriculture and related industries. The President's 
action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and 
recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President's Disaster Relief Fund 
will consist primarily of disaster unemployment assistance 
payments to those who are unemployed as a result of the 
freezing conditions, low-interest rate disaster loan assistance 
from the Small Business Administration, and emergency loan 
assistance from the Farmers H9me Administration. 

Federal relief and recovery activities in Texas will be 
coordinated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
FEMA immediately designated Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and 
Willacy Counties eligible for Federal disaster assistance for 
individuals and families. 

Mr. Gregory w. Solovey will be designated as the Federal 
Coordinating Officer to work with the State of Texas in 
providing Federal assistance under the Disaster Relief Act 
~f 1974, Public Law 93-288. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: FEMA (202) 287-0300. 



TEXAS REPRESENTATION 

The Governor of Texas is: 

Mark White (D) 

Texas Senators are: 

John G. Tower (R) 
Lloyd Bentse~ (D) 

Representing the Affected Area: 

E. (Kika) De La Garza (D) 
Solomon P. Ortiz (D) 

15th District 
27th District 

For further information, contact FEMA at (202) 287-0400. 
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Mark White 
Governor 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
STATE CAPITOL 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 70711 

December 30, 1983 

20500 

Due to th~ severe disaster which has occurred in Texas 
with the continually freezing conditions in agricultural areas, 
I am requesting a Presidential Disaster Declaration. 

All pertinent data will be forwarded to you as quickly as 
possible for your consideration. The purpose of this letter is 
to advise you that the weather conditions resulting in millions 
of dollars of loss to the Texas economy would appear to make 
such a declaration appropriate and needed. 

My staff and local officials from severely hurt areas are 
working now to prepare the formal application materials as 
required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
Specifically, I am requesting the designation for Willacy, 
Cameron, Starr, and Hidalgo Counties. Other Texas counties may 
be included in the request according to the data developed in 
the assessment process. In addition, we would appreciate your 
help in identifying other federal aid programs appropriate to 
our situation. 

As we forward the information to you, please let me know 
if there is any further data required for this designation to be 
made. 

Yours truly, 

/signedr 

Mark White 
Governor of Texas 



.. 
?.cnoracle ~&rk Wh1te 
Gvver~or of T~xas 
State CApitol 
Austin, le........as i8711 

(Called to ~ester~ Cnio~ 
.. 00 .,., "''t 1· • •· 1·' ~ -IL;) -........ flt . (, :> f I •• 

;an~~ry M' :9e~) 

Ihis acknowledg~s receipt of ;our lett~r dated Dececber 30, 1983 to ~b~ 
?resi:ent r~que6t1ng a declaration of • 1:1ajor disaster £or the State of 
!exas as a reiult of continual freezing condit~ons 1n agricultural areas 
of s:-1.!th Texas. 

You state~ that your staff and local officials frc= severely hu~t areas 
•re ~orking to prepaTe the .formal •?Plication tc..aterials re~u1red by !'T-!-'.A 
in~ tbat all pertinent da~a to support your request v11! be f or~arced 
to tbe ?resident as quickly as ?ossible. 

1o~t letter also requested that you be inf crt!led if any f urtb~r data are 
re~u1red. Your ~e~uest !tUSt include the infot"Claticn listed 1~ !"!11.A 
Reg\.!latic·ns lt4 Cil\ 20S.33(c}, which was published i:i the federal Regis~er 
of ~ov~~ber ~. 1983. 

~e are "C:..a~r.t~ining close contact vitb you~ Texas Divisicn of E:~rgcr.cy 
~..anage~e~t stef f and ~re curtc~tly conducting a joir.t Fcceral-State 
assess~ent of the affected areas to a..seiit you in cowp17i.ng ~i~b ~PfTO?ri•tQ 
require~ents of Public Law 93-288 -.rid its i:n-plementing llegulationE. 

All i::ifor.:r..ation perta1n1ng to your rettuest $hculd !>e scbmitted to the 
. P~esident thr~ugh the Ft.'iA Region VI Reg1enal Virector to ass~re pr~cpt 
~cknovledge-m~nt ~nd process!ng. Upon receipt of all required in!cr:a.a~i~~. 

·~e vill process your ~equest i.t:lt.ediately. 

··.;~.y,,_,., ~ c. vj)/~ JI~-" 
Jerry D. Steph~ns 

Rcgio~al D1rec:cr 
~:.-V 
ii 

Federal E~ergcncy-!ia~~secent 
Regicn \!l 
Dent.\>n, ·-rexas 

Age:lCY 



M..\f'IK Wt41'TE 

~\ffl'<f'IOA 

. 
Of FICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

S'T A TE CAPITOL 

AUSTIN, TEX.AS 76711 

Januery 2. 1984 

, iHROUGH: Mr. Louis O. Giuffrioa. Oirec~or 
Federal Emergency Management A9ency 
500 C Street, S.W. 
Washington, o. C. 20472 

Mr. Jerry Stephen~, Regional Director 
f t'dere1 Emer9ency ~anagement Agency 
Region Yl 
Fe-dera1 Reg1onal Center 
Denton, Texas 76201 

Dear Mr. President: 

This letter follows IP.)' letter of December 30, 1983, and provides the 
necessary fonna1 docuinentation. 

Under the provisions of Section 301 (b), Public Law 93-288, as implemented 
by 44 CFR 205.41, I reqUEst that yo-u declare a ni.ajor disaster for Texas as a 
result of fr-Qet1ng temperatures which have occurred throughout the Stat~. The 
c1trus and. ve~ta.bie Cl"Qps hlve been t01"Ap1etely destroyed in Starr, Cameron. 
Willacy .and Hidal;t) counties. A tremendous fish kill ha.s occurred along the 
entire Texas coast. Th1s disaster·has 1tft thousands unemployed and businesses 
in ruin. The impact on the Tex.as econocny 1s unestimable at this time. 
Add1t1ona1 1nforraation on the impact of the d1saster 1s given 1n the attachments 
to. th1s letter. 

The lff()unt and sever1ty of d1saster-relat!<l datAages is tremendous. 
A1though the gather1ng of damage info~tion 1s 1ncomp1ete pre1iminary estimates 
are as fo11ows: 

• Aquicultura 
Agr1cultura1 
Pub11c (Local Sover~nt) 

TOTAL 

s 300t000,000 
200,000.000 
10.000,000 

s 510 .000.000 

As the result of the situation, l.dir~tea th& execution of th~ State 
E~rgency Manag!ment Plan on Oecember.2Zt 1983. A state of emergency was 
declared by the above four counties, on December 22, 1983, and I issue-d a 
Proclamation declaring a state of disaster on·Januar1 2. 1984. I have also 
direttt{j all appropriate actions unoer State law. 



7he P"eSident 
Jam.1ary 2, 1984 
?age 2 

l have detennined th~t th1$ 1ncident is of SJch severity 9nd ~.ag~itude :~a~ 
effective response 1s beyond the cap6bilit1es of the State end the effected 
1oca1 governments and that supplementary federal assistance is necessary. 
Pre11minary estimate$ of the nature and extent of federai assistance needed 
under Pl 9l-288, as amended, are tabulated 1n Enclosures A ano B. Estimated 
re-quirements for federa1 assistance from certain fe<ieral ag~ncies under other 
statutory autnorit1es are tabulated 1n Enclosure c. 

The following infonnation is furnished on the extent and nature of State 
resources ~ich heve t>e~n or will be used to alleviate the ~onditions of this 
disaster. The Texas National Guard made eight of its annof'ies avail able to 
shelter families from the cold. Those armories ere available as long as the 
1oca1 citizens need sheiter. The Department t>f Comnunity Affairs h~s init.iated 
a progr~ to provide over one million dollars for a ternpor~ry jobs program. The 
jobs "111 be for those left uni!!!Ployed ~s a ~sult of the weather end aimed at 
repair to housing. The Texas (mployasent Cont'lss1on is WJving temporary offices 
into the area to ta~e appl1cat1ons for unemployment compensation frvm those who 
qua1ify. These aQencies will continue their work as long as necessary. Other 
state personne1 will be cOJRmitt~ to administtr recovery programs. 

The Texas Disaster Act provides fo.r a Compl"'e-hens1ve Energency Management 
prograf'!\ which is on-90in9 and ne:t!!ds no further act1ons by the State Legislature 
to be implemented. 

l am specif1cally requesting the assistance of the Depart.Rient cf tabor for 
Oisast.er Unemployment Assistance. ttte Sma11 Bus1n~ss Adalinistr1tion and farmers 
H~e Administration for emergency loans. Alt~ugh this request ;s presently· 
lifl'lted---to-the eount1ts of Cameron, H1dal90. W111acy and Starr, if the situat1on 
warrants and as Jt>re 1nfonu.tion is available. I may ask. that other programs 
applicable or ot~er c..ounties be adde<i or t. may submit seperate r-equests to the 
Sm.all Business Administration. and tht Oep~rb7ent of Agriculture. or other ~gen­
' 1 e~ for other programs. 

. . 
Pul"Suant to Federal £11ergency Kanag~nt Agency regulations. 1 certify that 

the tot~l expend1 tu res and ob l1 gat1ons for this major disaster for llth1ch no 
federal reisnburse-Mnt -w111 be requested are expect~ to exceed S2,000,000 in 
acc.ordanc.e with the tab le 1n Enc1osuNe O. 

1 have cSes1gnated WesJe)' M. Anders as the State Coordinating Officer for 
this request. Ht wil 1 wort with the Federal Efl:iergeocy Management Agency 1n 



~he Pres1dent 
JanJcry 2, 198" 
:>age 3 

damage assessments and :nay provide further inform&tion or just1ficatio'l on my be!':a1f 
As surveys are complete'd in other affected counties, we wil 1 submit. addi t iona i 
requests and informat1on to your appointed Federal Coordinati09 Officer .. 

ihe President 
The White House 
Wash1ngton, o. C. 20402 

Enclosures 

Yours iru1 y. 

Mark Vh1te 
Governor of iexas 

.. 
-J 
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ESTIMATED P.EQUIREMEtffS FOR INOIYll'MJAl. ASSISTl\NCf. 

PL 9J-2BU 

County 

Starr 
Hidalgo . 

Cameron 

Willacy 

DtJI\ 

430 

5,000 
~30 

140 -
6,000 x $135/week for 
13 weeks c St0.530,000 
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~STIHATEO REQUfR[MEHTS FOO OTHER FEOERAI. MENCY PROGRMS . 

SSA* 
Economic Injury FmHA 

County .. 
Disaster loans: loans 

Starr 50 
Cameron 40 

Hidalgo 100 

WI 11acy so 

TOTALS 1,400* 240 

' 
·~mA estldtates ttiet 40% of the 3,,500 growers w111 make application for loans. This lncl11d,!s 

all four countf~s. 

~J 
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St&t.e 
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&>u~ ing 
in~i4icual & fa:Aily Grants 
!1.1SS Care 
vthcr ls?ecify) Jcbs pr-ogr~m 

!otz:;l 

c.icegor~ A - De~r1s Clearan~~ 

Category 3 - frotective Measures 
C-ate$ory C - Road Syttems 
C~:egory D - Water Control Facilities 
~tt:gory E ... P..Jblic !uildtngs and Related 

Equiptrient 
c~tegory F - Public Ut111t1es 
Categ~ry C - Facilities under Construction 
Category H Pr1~ate, Nonprofit Facilith5 
Category l Other (uot in above categories) 

Total 

Ot.ht r: 'Total 

Grand Tota-! 

s 

2.coo.coo 

------
s 50,COD 

s so.ooo 

S 2a050 20CD. 

s 

-----

s 5'"'0 j ... !"';!" 
\,I , .... ·~-... 

$~:~ ~--r. 
..x;...J. "'' \,,. ·-· ---
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:, !r'~R~ iiHPE, Sov!~xc~ ~· '!!XAS, :c ;;E~E'.:'' cE:.:: ;:-, ".'~A"'.' 

J.SNCl"<!'\ALl.Y SEvt?.E i:~tEllNG 'TLM.P!.~A"!VP.ES +!AV! :AUS£!; !. ';-!~AS~£?: 

.\t.c·nG '!){E i£XAS Ce.a.si AHD !>{)Ri!OKS Cf STnE ~~s.1.sT~R- D:s-:-R?:"."s 

53.\, 3A, 2A .a.NO S2A. iH£ 1"RE!l l HG T'EJ"'P?:tATURES oc::.it?P.D 'ur\ 1 :<t: 

"ni~ ·i~1on D!c!.MIER 22 TO Dett~tR 261 1983. 

iH£R£y;on, tie ACCORDA.HCl lfl'TH ~E AUnt()lltl"!"Y VE$":'~ lH ~E '"' 

SEC"!'l01( 5<1» OF TM! TOA! DtSAnU AcT oF 1975, 1 to HeEJY 

RCC!.Al~ TiiE UIS~ Of SVCH »tSAST?R AMI> ~lft!t'T THA'! ~I.:.. 

"EC!S:s.ARY MEJ.SUR£S IOTH ~U'ILlC AMD P~IVAit AS AUTMORIZED U~~t~ 

SEC'flot'C 5(E} Of THE Act SE IMP~EMtt:O iO f"ttT ":'MAT I>1SA$"r£.T{. 

As P1t0Vtm Jtt SecrtOM SCG) AU r«Jus AMI> tt!GU1.>.Tl~S THAi 

MY tNHl!IT OR PREV£KT PR~PT ~!SPCMS~ 'TO TliIS fJJSAS"T'E.~ ..lRf 

SUS;>etDEl) ~ THE llVAATlOK OF THE UCCl?fDti. 

It< l.CCORrW<~ W1TH THE STA'TU"TtmY mu1tt.~T$., COP1'£S OF THlS 

~OCl.>XA rt CIC SHAl.J.. I! , t Ul> Wl TN TliE .U~fl\. l CAIL! AIJTN01t rn ~s . 

Fkii1&0ffiaf1t 
$«: ataq d Sbte 

.JAN -3 ~84 
Jo 
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as devaluations in the ~ex:ican peso $harply curte.11ed retail tr-ace with Mex.ico. 

unewp1oyment in this re91on reache<j 25~ during the last half of 1982 and the 

~irst half of 1983. As recently as September the unemployment ~ate ~s over 

25.a for H1da1go County. Emt>loyment picked up throughout the f~11 due to 

increased activity in the retail and D\anufacturing trades and the unemployment 

rete for Hidalgo County ~s down to 18.4i in November. Even w1t~ these improve­

ments, tne Lower Rio Grande Va11ey had one of the h19hests rates of unemploymen! 

in the nation. And now. tne recent severe freeze wi11 cost Sou~h Texas 

thousands of jobs and over S300 Ni111on 1n economic losses. The severest hit is 

Hida 190. Starr .. Wi 11 acy and Cameron counties. 

The 1111pact of the employment picture is staggering. A survey of enployers. 

by the Texas Employment Comtcission shows that a total of 21,981 individuals were 

~ploy~ in the four counties 1n the fo11owing eight job categories. 

Citrus fruit fanning 
General farming. crops 
Crop preparat1o~/serv1ee for mart.et (except cotton gins) 
Ve-getat>les/meions 
farm labor contrtctors/crw leaders 
Fann amnagement servi~es 
Cann~/prtserved fruit ~nd vegetables 
Wholesale d1stribution of fresh fru1t and vegetablts 

Of this,. 21,981, SOM 6,000 fall 1nto the category of not co¥ered by state 

untfnployment insurlnce. 

W1tn virtuel1y the entire fruit and vegetable trop destroyed, the outlook 

tor work for these workers 1s not. good_. KeArly all ere in the lower income 

9roup w1tn no resources to carry them through. Si nee rost other grc;.,; ng areas 

have also been adve:-se1_y affec'!.e:d these workers tannot m1gr-ate to oth~r w;.::rk. . . 



1t may bt? three yeirs before a profitable c.ro~ is r~e~i!ed. Ex.per!s a1reacy 

have estimated at least b five ton 1oss per acre in sugar cane next year. 1hat 

equates to nearly $3 million loss next year on top of Sl7 mi11ion loss this 
, 

1tar. The c1trus crop loss at the grower leve1 is estimateo at S99.l million as 

shown at Tab 1. 

Besides the fruit and vegetable losses, other are~s of the state nave ~e~ 

hard hit. The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department has estirnete-6 :nat fish ki11 

along the coast a 1 bend area will exceed any other severe experienced.. The 

impact of that 1oss wi1l only add to the problems. 

Tne nu.nt>ers of people unernployt<f and the estimated losses for the growers 

are the two very evident t£f1ect1ons of the disaster. What 1s not so evident ts 

the affect these losses have in virtually every other business and government .. 

The incMt 1n_ every t>usiness will fall, tax revenues Will fa1i 1 liaintenance wii1 

be dt l ayt<i and muni,1pa1 worttrs may be cut ~CK. The Texas Comptrol 1er est ima· 

tes over $6 million loss in ta~ revenues, to include sales tax. A computer 

"90de1 was used to 11a~e an educat&'d analysis of th.e overall economic loss. That 

analysis is attached at Tab 1. 

1 ... 

"-<--



i)irect liroact 

The value o! destroyed crq::.G, those that cann::>t be sa.l v~ is S99. 1 mill 1or. 
at tatlt't-level prit1?s, $130.2 millial at whole~e prices. Major crcps are 
9rape fruit t oran;es am vegetables. 

Crop toss l!!f!C't 

~ indirect ~ upon the Valley's ~ will ir.cl00e loss of f~rm reve­
nue e.rd payments to laborers, furn equip:ent dealers, re ta ile't13, 'Wholesa.l ers 
am Mtrvice establistinents throu;hot.lt the area. ~ effect of the farm 
prcduct.ic:n los.!$ vill be IW.tiplied because of business tradin? relations.~ips. 
tstimst~ of total inpact., inclurlirY1 the loss of potential ctO";.G are; 

• $247.5 million decline in business activity, all sect.ors 

• S11B.3 million loss in JX)t~tial inttJTe to persons 

• $17.4 millia\ loss in f~ltl revenue 
j 

• 2. 3 mill icn loss in state revenue 

• 4. &4 mill ic:n loss in loce.l revenue 

• A t.ota1 of &t86 full-tisne equival~t jobE 

Decl in! in FcxXS Frooes irr:J. O.IS?::$ 
' 

Wit.~ less fruit and v~tables evaila.ble as t'il'W material than in wevious 
years, the region's fcxd p::oa:soi:s o:uld decrease gross OUt?Jts of processed 
juices Ard canned or frozen vegetables t:1j an estilnated $198.2 million. This 
direct ~at food F~in3 then is AS!Oeiated with areawide de-Clines in 
the eeo«:tl!j &S fcllC'MB: 

• S570 • 6 mill ion in general blsi.ness act! Vi ty 

• $77. 5 lt'till:ioo in parsooal incane 

• ~27.3 million in r~ral revenue 

• 3.l millica in State ~ 

. ~.o roillicn in 1<"<21· ~ 

• ;.. total of S810 full-tine equi\ralent jc:bs 
•. 

f .. ._: .. 



in the lJ.::Y-1er Rio erw~ Vall@)' ~su.1 ted in dalnai?e to this season's cit.~JS arrl 

veoet.able crops. There -was also ~ adverse ef feet on the f ishino industry. 

Usin:; data ard info~ticn fran sources closely essoci~ted with the agricul­

tu~ sect.or of the reqion, the follc:Ming estir.ates are made for t:he direct. and 

£sti.matif"3 ~ 

Actual crop~ totals a.re not krom at pt"M.ent. U.S .. Departnent of 

;.qriculture ~ surveys stoJ.ld be ~ltted wit.~in the first part of 

Januzu-t 19$4. These data willJ:Jr:wide t.~ basis for determining the direct 

dollar valua of los-! fran field ~. ~ ~ of sal~ed c!.ops, mai."\ly 

through juic~ operations, will oot be known for sever:zU dayS, and perhaps 

wieek.s.. ~r, ~estimates !rm regia\Al sources are available. 

Wi thCUt benefit of the off i~ial damage data, the m?11911i tl.de of loss can be 

est.L-rated ~ C'O'l'lSUlting Ct'Of' forecasts for this season. '1'1ese data a.re usual­

lv within five percent of ccnplete ~· The direct. loss to far.r-ers is 
. . 

the field va.ll» of the crop at the tiDe of freeze, a loss of p:>tential far.n 

~ \obid1 t.O.lld have been realized, given L~ cut""rent .sea.eon fcrecasts. 

1he actual,• realized loes 1llld5t also cccount fOC' the salvage wilue of retaining 

useable fruit. 'l'tle juic~ of d5eqeJ fruit ca.n _be used to nturn SCllQe- of t.".e 

crop value to pr:cducers, although at suhstantially lc:Mer pcic::es per unit of 

Prices for citrus, VC9t?tables a.rd other C':'OpS in the area vary wirlely 

fr::n. season to sea..~ a."1:! even ~ to ~k. · For t..~is es'timat.e .a-Y"e-r~. pnc~E , 
jJ 



. 
~ .. -:-rea~es or destrcyed vesetables a:x:l a."TOi.mts .of or.agi:-: f-:-.;i ~ · ... ~~~ .;:-.t..~: :·.-?:: 

:. ions. 

To determine the indirect e-conani C' i.'t'pacts, only tbe farm vc:.l ~ of c:-ops 

wre u.sed.. 'lhus productioo a:asts ~id1 already h~ been spent before the 

freeze were oot included in calcullltina the iroir&ct inpacta of for~one 

production. A p::>sitiw ngicna.l return results frcm farmers' operations. su&. 

as purd1ase of custat\ leror, ma<:ninery r nerketi~ arrl t:-ansrnrtat:ion. -r.--iase 

activities Wiic:h were n:>t realized due to the destruction of crop are the ones 

"w'hic:h detetinine the size of lO!S of direct a.rd in.:U!1!'Ct p:>tentia.l inc:.'Cl'nes. 

Estimated Direct Loss 

~ frH~ ocoirred OJ:ring harveeti~ pericrls for s:::m: crops, sudl as 

Early oranges an:3 durir.q verious ~ of the crop cycle for ~11er crops. 

Fot' vegetables ~· p.:t:duct.i.on costs had already been paid. For citrJS s::;;sr.e 

For all aq::e in <seneral, &out 70 percent were unharvestea. For veoe­

t.a.bles atout 15 pet't.'ent were harvested. All of the Valenc:i8 oranges we:r;e 

still in the field, 78 .5 percent of grapefruit, ~ 55 percent of the r.arly 

Vegetables: About 40 i;:ercent. of the nmainina vegetable crop was lost. 

The e.sti.r.eted ~lesale value of the Cl'Of6 was S180 :iiillioo. Alx>ut 15 percent 

of the ct'Op6 wen harvested ~ the ti.ne of freeze. The ~lesale ·1alue of t.¥­

destroyed vegetables wa.s $61.2 million. 

It:, ... 



..Oid1 fAI'ltel"S w::iuld r.orr.a!ly be incurring fron L\te time of freEze throu:::h 

~t aro mar~ti"3 are $45.3 million. 

Grapefruit: 1'he fore-cast for thu season's grapefruit production was 

tl .. 5 millicn t:cxes. The freeze ~-ed an esti.mattd 9.0 ~illit:lC1 b:lxes, the 

re-st had already been harvested. Usually, 65 ~roent of 'the ~apefr-l!.t crop 

is sold to fresh market.s, the rest is prt:cessed.. ~ wholesale valoo of w 

da..~ed crop is an estimated $47 !r'.illioo. Area canners l"'.ave calc-J.l.ater=J can­

ni.n; ~ity a..'"d found that ~ $2.4 aillioo of grapefruit can be jui~. 

Th is arro.Jnt is nturns to the prtducers, thus t.~ net \itaolesale value is $44 • 6 

million in ~ losa>. 

The field, or tree value of qrapefruit is difficult to determine because 

of vari&bility in pt"ioe accoroin; to quality ard final use {juice or fresh} o! 

the crop. using an i!'Ver!l9e price of s.t.50 per b::>x for fresh market ard S30 a 

ton foe the prc:ices.sed natket, the tn!e value of the crop, pre-freeze, is $30.4 

inillion. 

Early ..otanges: At the time of freeze, Early oranges were about 45 

percent. harvested. The 55 percent of the season's crcp remaining in the field 

was valUed at s20. 7 million. Nemnally, 50 percent of a crcp is juiced, thus 

$10.35 millicn of r..arly oranges was not lost in any event, since it was to be 

juiC"e-1 ~t that time. nw rest, destine<i fer fresh market, will no..' have to 
. 

b€ juiced, at a l~r pcice than would have been received urrlel:" rcr:nal sea.so:1-

al CC"AXhtions. N:x::&.Jt 1.9 !'billi0t1 boxes will be juiced. Aft.er re-.....'"•cw~r:~ 

l 1 



- -· ' l . '"•£ .,., ...t.olesa~e va ue tc p~ucers is ~ .... r.· :n1 ... .! ... en._ 

oonsiderin:; t.'le p:-op:>rt.ior:s usOO for juic: are for fresh market. ~us, total 

value of the foreca.sted Early oraN?e crop at farm gate prices was Sl6 .. 45 

million. 'lbe net value, after salvage of the d~ed a.rd ur.sah1bge1IDle crop 

is SJ.6 million. 

Valencia ~s: Area rei:orts ~ exte-nsive ~ to t.~ 9reen 

Valencia or~ crop so that an assl.t!ption of total destrJttioo can be made 

for estimating pu.rp::$eS (an in:'etermi nate anoont will be salvaged for mi.xi no 

wit.~ juioe pcoocessing, bet it is small). ~ forecasted t?UaJ'ltity for t.~is 

~BSCX'\ was 1 .a million boxes. ~ ~lesal~ value is S,6.A million. 

'l'he tree value at an ~ wi~ted average price of $4.95 per tac is 

se. 9 million. 

S~: 1"ie sugarcane~ was~~, a-... ~tdinq to local 9t'Oii1ers' 

association estimates, ~ $15 million. Onlike the other cz:ops, hc:wever 

~eazl! can still be harvested. ~ loss is due to l! lc:Mered sugar C":>ntent 

of the c:a.ne. Since irt.:)Gt o! the cane itself is salvaqeable there will be -- ~ 

little irr3irect. l'Jl(3ative eff~ fl"';ltl the yield loss. R!lrvesting will OCC\lr as 

~, mrjteting will continue am returns to ~rs vill be forth~. 

Thus ~ loss will rot be factored into iooirect effect calc.;lations. 

' "' 

~ of Crop Damage Estimates' 

1'he foll<:11ii~ (.\ata ~ tre tst~t'!S of er:op ~'!, ~t:ci:r.a to~ 

'Ja.lue of ~ Ct't":l?• accou.'itirJ3 fo~ salvag~ value. at. the t""° stages of 



Grapefruit 
t:..!r.ly Oran;es 
Valencia Or~ 

Citrus Tot~l 
Vfil'?e tables 

"lbtel, All Major Crops 

Set v::l°' in the fie!r to.'\".ole-~lE· ~~t Value 

40.5 
58.6 -
99.1 

{~il~~ons o~ dollars~ ---~ 

69 .. D 
61.2 

13C.2 

I -· t: 



- -· 
The c i:-'!c:rt l~s to t~e ! is!;!n::.i in::ustrv f.a~ tee;. esti~t~ ~ U-e '!'exas 

Par~ an:3 Wildlife Depart.9rent. Current sanples hei~ t_aken in the l~r 

Uiquna ~re cy D@partment Personnel are evera~ ino a ~S percent kill to the 

Black Dnn species. Prelimi~ey estirr.tate5 of damage t6 the bey f ishin;1 trans-

lates into a S250 ~ loss of revenue to t.~ area's camercial !ishiM 

irdustey. '!his estil'nat.e is l i.kely to increase as thQ fish kill count PJ:C9res-

Additionally, ~re weather cordi tions interrupted the normal visitatior: 

patt•rn o! Sport fishcr;nen to the aree reS\.lltiN::t in an estim:\ted loss of c:ne 

million dollars to UH! businesses that sui:p:trt the ncTeation fishing imus­

try. Currently, t.~ fishirq irrlustt'ies of the area have experienc@d a tot.al 

loss of revenue estimated at s 1.25 millic::n, 

S250 thousa.rd for camer:cial fish int; 

si .25 million !or sp:>rt fishi.nq 



---" 

in a general ~c ~line in business sectors associated wit:, ~he f ar.n 

sector. >X:>reoYer, ttre loss in personal incanes t."lroug:hoot the f;0oiier Rio 

Graroe Valley n?9ion will Cl!U&e, t.."lr~ the pt'OC'eSS of successive ~ative 

_ i.trpacts, b'lle neasure of econariie loss to practically all sectors. 

~ ~t of the Wirect effee-..s accounts for t.">e kno-.in tri!rling 

ties between types of businesses. In the reqion agric-.Jlture is a JTa.ior 

eC':Xlatlic sect.or. 1hus eey decline will 6dverse ly affect t.t)e r~ icn in ml ti­

cl es of the direct loss to farmiM. . -
The followi~ Clata are estimates of t.~e total loss, based on farm level · 

dam:sge estimates, which also aec:cunt for salvage returns and for the anount of 

farrri activity Wiich w:.:iuld have OCC'UtTed this season if t..">e freem hcrl rot 

ha~ned. !he indirect. inpact estimates an! derived fl'.'Ol'l the State's Input­

rJ.ltP-Jt l'tdel ~intained by the Department of WatE>r 1'esources. Sir.mificant 

changes in the &te for direct. damage vill alter these n-sult:s .. 

Sl.mr.aey bble . 
Aasociated Total £concmic toss (Direct and tndirectl 

f'raft Fa'CTI Crop 
~ O\!R to the ~r, 1983 

rreen in the ~r Rio Grar.:5e Vall~y 

: Decline in : G:Mtrrment: : • Affe-cted 5CitiS 
: . I~ to s Revenue Decline : (Pull-TiJfte 
t Persons i Fed ;St.ate:r.ocal: ivalent} 

247.5 17.4 2.3 4. 7 64R6 



tot.a.l gross value of focd pr(.')CesseO, co aver~e for Texas of $1q8.2 n:illio:i a 

year. This ~t# a decline in outpJt, has the f.ollo...r.ing e~ic illPact, 

tTOStly with t.~ region. 

. ~ry Table 
rotential Ef fecta C11 t.~ ~ of the Lcwer Rio Gran3e Valley 

of a Dlt<:line in Pocd Processinq Output 

Direct 
Decline 

195.2 

: bicline iri : 
: All SusirleM : 
s Activit 

570,6 

becli~ in : 
Ineuoe to : 
Pe~ : 

&:S) 

. 97.5 

Go\tecu1ent : Affected Jots 
ReVef'IU@ ~line : {!uJ.l-time 
Fed :State:toca.l: Eouivalent) 

(Person-years o 

27.3 J.2 6.0 5810 



MESS~.GE SE!tT SY WESTER:\ UN! O~~ 

- Honorab1e Mark White 
Governor of Texas 
State Capitol 
Austin, Texas 78711 

(Cai!ee to we~~er~ Un;on. Co.•3'~ 
800~247-22t1 at 4:20 p.~. 
January 5, lSBt} 

--
Th~S acknowledges rec~ipt of your 1etter end attac:tments dated 
Janvary 2, 1984, to the Prtsident requesting a declara~ion of c 
~~jor disaster for the State of Texas es l result of continual 
freezing conditions in agricultural areas of South Texas. Your 
1etter, with attachTr~nts, was hand-carried and de1ivered to this 
office at 2:30 p.m., January 5, 1984, by a member of your staff. 

We a~ prepared to process your request innediate1y. 

You w1l1 be notified as soon as a determination is made in this 

, : ; 
U)erry D. Stephens 
Regional Director 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 

· Reoi on VI 
. Denton, Texas· 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 9, 1984 

The President has declared a major disaster for the State of 
Texas because of the impact of severe freezing temperatures on 
the State's agricultural industry, and the resultant unemployment 
in agriculture and related industries. The President's action 
will permit the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery 
efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President's Disaster Relief Fund will 
consist primarily of disaster unemployment assistance payments to 
those who are unemployed as a result of the freezing conditions, 
low-interest rate disaster loan assistance from the Small Business 
Administration, and emergency loan assistance from the Farmers 
Home Administration. 

Federal relief and recovery activities in Texas will be coordi­
nated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. FEMA immediately 
designated Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr and Willacy Counties eligible 
for Federal disaster assistance for individuals and families. 

Mr. Gregory W. Solovey will be designated as the Federal Coordi­
nating Officer to work with the State of Texas in providing 
Federal assistance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public 
Law 93-288. 

# # # 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: FEMA (202) 287-0300 


