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[641] Dec. 6

weight and exercise and everything is con-
cerned. I think things are going well.

Reporter: Thank you very much, Mr.
President.

Public Papers of the Presidents

NoOTE: President Johnson's fifty-second news confer-
ence was held at the LBJ] Ranch, Johnson City, Tex.,
at 2:10 p.m. on Monday, December 6, 1965.

642 Statement by the President on the Members of the Advisory
Committee on Older Americans. December 9, 1965

THE NEW Committee represents a wide
range of knowledge about the Nation’s older
people—their needs, their hopes, their abil-
ities. The extensive and varied experiences
of the members selected by Secretary Gard-
ner will be invaluable in the pioneering work
that lies ahead to make life better for our
older citizens.

~oTE: The President’s statcment was made public
as part of a White House release announcing the
appointment by Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare John W. Gardner of the Advisory
Committee on Older Americans, established by
the Older Americans Act of 1965 (Public Law
89~73; 79 Stat. 218). The release stated that the
Committee would advise Secretary Gardner on
national policies and programs to improve the status
and well-being of older people.

William D. Bechill, Commissioner on Aging,
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, was
appointed Chairman of the Committee. ‘The names
of the public members follow: William C. Fitch,
Executive Director, American Association of Retired
Persons and National Retired Teachers Association,
Washington, D.C.; Rubin M. Hanan, Alabama
League of Aging Citizens, Inc., Montgomery, Ala.;

Mr. Buckner and my good friend, Fred
Kappel, ladies and gentlemen:

I feel a very special gratitude in receiving
this honor today—because I think I know
something of the men and women who
extend it. Your standard of service is high,
your record of accomplishment proud and
long.
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643 Telephone Remarks Upon Accepting an Award From the
Salvation Army Association of New York. December g, 1965

Garson Meyer, President, National Council on the
Aging, Rochester, N.Y.; Mrs. A. M. G. Russell,
Chairman, Citizens Advisory Committee on Aging,
Atherton, Calif.; Mrs. Margaret Schweinhaut,
Chairman, Maryland Coordinating Commission on
Problems of the Aging, Baldmore, Md.; James F.
McMichael, Executive Director, State Commission
on Aging, Madison, Wis.; Dr, Edward T. Ximenes,
general practiioner, San Antonio, Tex.; Dr. 1. P,
Davis, dentist and community leader, Miami, Fla.;
Dr. Harold Sheppard, staff social scientist, W. E.
Upjohn Institute for Employment Research, Wash-
ington, D.C.; Zalmen Lichtenstein, Executve
Director, Golden Ring Council of Senior Citizens,
New York, N.Y.; Dr. Arnold M. Rose, Professor
of Sociology, University of Minnesota, St. Paul,
Minn.; Jay Roney, Director, Project on Aging,
American Public Welfare Association, former Direc-
tor, Bureau of Family Services, Social Security
Administration, Chicago, 1ll.; Dr. Wilma Donahue,
Chairman, Division of Gerontology, Institute for
Human Adjustment, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, Mich.; Charles E. Odell, Director, Older
and Retired Workers Department, United Auto
Workers, Detroit, Mich.; and James C. O’Brien,
Executive Director, United Steelworkers Committee
on Older and Retired Workers, United Steelworkers,
Washington, D.C.

For a century now, the Salvation Army has
offered food to the hungry and shelter to
the homeless—in clinics and children’s
homes, through disaster relief, in prison and
welfare work, and a thousand other en-
deavors. In that century you have proved
time and again the power of a handshake,
a meal, and a song.
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Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965

him to waste his time on me, he very kindly, and
his lady, took me to the ranch, and the amount of
affection and the amount of hospitality they showed,
I can never forget in my life and I keep on repeat-
ing it to my people in Pakistan. 1 come here again;
I am looking forward to meeting you, sir, and dis-
cussing with you our mutual problems, and also to
have the opportunity of meeting several other good
friends of Pakistan here in Washington and in the
United States.

There are several places in the world which are
troubled, which are under stress; so is our part of
the world. Unfortunately there has been a war, a
short war, but a sharp war and bloody war. The
peace there hangs on a very thin thread of cease-fire.

I know you are far away, but you, as the greatest
country today, have an obligation to the rest of the
world, and I have no doubt, sir, that your Govern-
ment, under your dynamic and powerful leadership,
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will lend its full support toward the resolution of
the problems which are besetting us.

We can’t afford wars. We can’t afford tensions.
Our task is difficult. Our task is to do something
for humanity. Our task is to search for peace.
And we, in Pakistan, certainly make every endeavor
to be able to make our contribution towards peace
on honorable and reasonable terms.

Sir, again I thank you once again for a warm
welcome, and 1 am happy to see after your very
serious operation you are looking so well and you
are regaining your health, and I do hope that you
will completely recover soon because the respon-
sibility you hold—not only on behalf of your own
people but on behalf of the largest part of the
world—is so great that your health is of tremen-
dous importance to us all,

‘Thank you, sir.

See also Items 649, 650.

649 Toasts of the President and the President of Pakistan.

December 14, 1965

Mr. President, distinguished guests, ladies
and gentlemen:

There is no need to say how very pleased
we are, Mr. President, to welcome you to
this house this evening. The President of
Pakistan comes on a new visit, but he is a
very old friend. This is his third journey
here as head of a young State already grown
to world importance.

Mirs. Johnson and I want to thank you,
Mr. President, for honoring us with your
distinguished Ambassador Ahmed and his
charming wife, whom we enjoy very much.

We are also particularly pleased that we
could renew acquaintances with your former
Ambassador, your present Foreign Secretary.
I observed that perhaps when he was Am-
bassador and I was Vice President we were
doing a little better job with our relations
than we are in our new positions. But it
just shows you what happens to people when
they get promoted!

President Ayub and I have a great deal in
common, just as our peoples share many
values and many dreams.

President Ayub is a rancher as I am. His
home district is a country much like John-
son City, Blanco County, where I live. He
also has a special bond with Mrs. Johnson,
and for that matter, all lovers of beauty
in this land. President Ayub is building
a new capital for his country, just as we are
trying to rebuild and beautify ours.

With so much to share it is not surpris-
ing that President Ayub and I found our
talks today fruitful. They will continue in
the evening and we hope for more extended
sessions tomorrow.

We share the basic values and beliefs:
man’s fundamental dignity and worth, a
love of liberty, a pride of excellence, pur-
suit of beauty and truth, a vision of a better
and a fuller life for all human beings.

I have recalled a courageous and a com-
passionate appeal made by President Ayub
in a broadcast back in 1963. He said then—
and T quote: “Hatred and anger fan the
fires of hell in human minds. Why not put
them out? It is nobler and better for one’s
own happiness to live on terms of friend-
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on you. Not only responsibilities on behalf of your
country, but, in fact, on behalf of the world even,
because you are the head of the mightiest country
in the world.

As far as Pakistan is concerned—the people in
Pakistan are concerned—there has been very
friendly and warm relations between our people.

Lately—and I would be less than honest if I did
not admit it, since I was largely responsible for this
friendship and understanding between our two
countries—it hurts me to say that our relations
have, to a certain extent, been soiled, and I think
that has happened because of a lack of understanding
of cach other’s difficulties and problems.

You have certain obligations and certain prob-
lems which you are facing, of which we are aware.
We have certain difficulties in the location and the
situation in which we live.

You have been very generous and kind to invite
me to come to your country to see you and talk to
you in heart-to-heart fashion. And I have with
all sincerity and honesty put to you our problems,
and you have been good enough to tell me your
problems.

1 think that in countries like yours and mine,
situated so far away, with different sorts of obliga-
tions, locations, and so on and so forth, friendships
can be maintained—and they must be maintained.
And the way to maintain them is to bear friendship
with friendship and understand cach other’s diffi-
cultes, and don’t do anything which is against the
interests of a friendly country.

I have no doubt in my mind if that principle
is observed—we certainly will observe it, sir—
there is no reason why our friendship should not
continue.

Your counuy and your people have in many ways
been assisting us, and I am the first one to admit
it. Not only do I do so in my heart, but I do so
m front of my people. And it has been a very
stimulating experience for our mutual relationship.

We regained our independence after a long time.
In a period when the world has shrunk, peoples’
expectations have risen. They want the good things
of life quickly. Demands on government, there-
fore, have increased enormously. After all, it
takes time with the best will in the world and the
best effort in the world to produce results.

The people are not prepared to wait. They are
impatient. ‘Therefore, there is great pressure, tre-
mendous pressure, in our country to produce results
to the satisfaction of the people. We have been,
in our humble way, trying to improve the condi-
tions of our people, and remove sufferings and
wants, and so on.

I think we made a considerable success in that.
One lesson I learned from that was that the people

Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965
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really try to improve their lot once they are given
the right direction and the opportunity.

Lately, unfortunately, we have been bedeviled with
a major conflict. My own hope and prayer is that
we shall be able to overcome. My endeavor always
has been to live in peace with our neighbors, espe-
cially with our big neighbor, India. They have
tremendous problems and we have tremendous
problems.

We nced peace. We need peace not only for the
sake of peace but also for the sake of doing a very
noble task of improving the lot of our people.

In that connection, I am very grateful to you, sir,
for sending this mission out. I am sure that it
will be appreciated, and I am sure that they will get
the fullest cooperation from our people and they
will benefit by their experience.

The last time I was here President Kennedy and I
had long discussions. I mentioned to him about
this problem of waterlogging and salinity in West
Pakistan. Those of you who are familiar know the
circumstances there, Our agriculture is totally
artificial in West Pakistan, It is dependent on
artificial irrigation. I think—I don’t know whether
I am right in saying—but it is probably the biggest,
shall we say, artificially irrigated area in the world
in one block—some 32 million acres of land.

And through this process of irrigation the water
table has gone out, the salts have come up, and we
were facing tremendous problems. And he was
good enough to send a team of scientists out, and
they have done, in conjunction with our people, a
tremendous job. I am sure if your set of people
come they will have a second lock at these things.
We made a start in this project and we made a
great success.

So, I am very grateful to you for this offer. Our
effort really is to do the very best we can for our
people.

We also find that our population is growing at a
rate which is not acceptable, and which can create
serious problems. That is another thing that we
are putting our major efforts on.

Similarly with our agriculture, and so on, results
have been very heartening. And so any advice and
assistance of that nature will be most welcome, in
keeping with the wishes and the desires and en-
deavors of the people.

I am glad ro see that after your major operation—
apparently it has been a very serious one—you are
looking so well and regaining your health. I hape
you will regain your full vigor.

May I say that the talk we had together has been
very exhilarating for me. You have been patient
enough to listen to me 2nd I do hope that you will
be convinced of my sincerity. I may be wrong in
my approach but you can be assured of my sincerity
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of approach. lot of good.

I have no doubt that if we understand each So, in return for that, may I ask you ladies and
other’s difficulties there is no reason why our friend- gentlemen to join me in drinking to the health and
ship can't last forever, happiness of the President of the United States of

So, 1 thank you for all the understanding you America and to the well-being and happiness of the
have given me and us all, and this warm welcome people of the United States of America.
and great hospitality, and also given me the opportu- Mr. President, sir.
nity of meeting you again. It has done my soul a See also Items 648, 650.

650 Joint Statement Following Discussions With the President of
Pakistan. December 15, 1965

PRESIDENT JOHNSON and President  that Pakistan attaches to a close and coopera-
Ayub have had frank, wide-ranging, and tive relationship with the United States and

productive talks for the past 2 days. Presi-  expressed the continuing desire of his Gov-
dent Ayub’s visit has given the two Presi-  ernment to contribute to this objective.
dents the opportunity to renew their warm The two Presidents agreed on the need
personal acquaintance and to recall with  for a peaceful resolution of all outstanding
pleasure their respective visits to Pakistan  differences between India and Pakistan, so
and the United States in 1961. that the energies and resources of the peo-
The two Presidents discussed at length  ples of the subcontinent would not be waste-
recent events in south Asia, including the fully diverted from their efforts to meet their
tragic conflict between India and Pakistan.  vitally important social and economic
In this context, they reaffirmed their Gov-  problems.
ernments’ support for the UN. Security Within the context of a review of world-
Council resolution of September 20, 1965, in wide developments, the two Presidents dis-
all its parts, as well as the resolutions adopted cussed in depth the problem of achieving
on September 27 and November 5, 1965. peace and stability in southeast Asia. They

President Johnson reaffirmed that the expressed the hope that the conflicts in that
United States regards as vital to world  area would be peacefully resolved. They
peace the preservation of the independence  agreed that their diplomatic representatives
and integrity of Pakistan and expressed the =~ would remain in close touch on these wider
continuing interest of the United States in and critical Asian problems.

Pakistan’s economic and social development.
President Ayub reaffirmed the importance

NOTE: See also Items 648, 649.

651 Telegram to the Administrator, NASA, Following the Meeting

in Space of Gemini 6 and Gemini 7. December 15, 1965
I WANT to congratulate the astronauts  step higher on the stairway to the moon.
and the thousands of scientists, technicians, By conducting this adventure for all the

and administrators for the success of today’s  world to see, you have reaffirmed our faith
rendezvous. You have all moved us one in a free and open society. We invite those
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