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Dear Ms. Young: 

THE WHITE HOUS.E 

WASHINGTON 

January 30, 1985 

Thank you for your letter of January 29 to Counsel to the 
President Fred F. Fielding. In that letter you requested 
clearance to reproduce the Seal of the President in the 
Department of State Bulletin. The Seal would appear along­
side the text of the President's Second Inaugural Address. 

This office has no objection to your contemplated use of the 
Seal. Thank you for raising this matter with us. 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

Ms. Phyllis A. Young 
Editor, Department of State 

Bulletin 
United States Department of State 
Washington, D.C. 20520 
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United States Department of State 

Mr. Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Fielding: 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

? 

January 29, 1985 

Your letter of August 17, 1982, requested that I 
obtain advance clearance to reproduce the Presidential 
seal in the Department of State Bulletin, the 
official record of U.S. foreign policy. 

The March 1985 issue will open with the President's 
i naugural address. Enclosed is a sample page 
snowing where the seal would be placed. 

To meet our printing schedule, I would be most 
grateful for your authorization to use the 
Presidential seal by February 15, 1985. My 
telephone number is 632-0713. 

Enclosure: 
As stated. 

Sincerely, 

1~~--~0 
Editor 
Department of State Bulletin 
Bureau of Public Affairs 



Beee111be1 1982· 

THE PRESIDENT 

Paths Tow Peace: 
nee and 

s ,Control 
by Pres~eilt Reagan 

Address to jke nation 
broadcast fr<qi/[he White House, 

Novejifber 22, 1982. 1 

The week before last was an especially 
moving one here in Washington. The 
Vietnam veterans finally came home 
once and for all to America's heart. 
They were welcomed with tears, with 
pride, and with a monument to their 
great sacrifice. Many of their names, 
like those of our Republic's greatest 
citizens, are now engraved in stone in 
this city that belongs to all of us. On 
behalf of the nation, let me again thank 
the Vietnam veterans from the bottom 
of my heart for their courageous service 
to America. 

Seeing those moving scenes, I know 
mothers of a new generation must have 
worried about their children and about 
peace. And that's what I would like to 
talk to you about tonight-the future of 
our children in a world where peace is 
made uneasy by the presence of nuclear 
weapons. 

A year ago I said the time was right 
to move forward on arms control. I out­
lined several proposals and said nothing 
would have a higher priority in this Ad­
ministration. Now, a year later, I want 
to report on those proposals and on 
other efforts we are making to insure 
the safety of our children's future. 

The prevention of conflict and the 
reduction of weapons are the most im­
portant public issues of our time. Yet, 
on no other issue are there more mis­
conceptions anc misunderstandings. 
You, the American people, deserve an 
explanation from your government on 

what our policy is on these issues. Too 
often the experts have been content to 
discuss grandiose strategies among 
themselves and cloud the public debate 
in technicalities no one can understand. 
The result is that many Americans have 
become frightened, and, let me say, fear 
of the unknown is entirely understand­
able. Unfortunately, much of the infor­
mation emerging in this debate bears 
little semblance to the facts. 

To begin, let's go back to what the 
world was like at the end of World 
War II. The United States was the only 
undamaged industrial power in the 
world. Our military power was at its 
peak, and we alone had the atomic 
weapon. But we didn't use this wealth 
and this power to bully; we used it to 
rebuild. We raised up the war-ravaged 
economies, including the economies of 
those who had fought against us. At 
first, the peace of the world was un­
threatened, because we alone were left 
with any real power, and we were using 
it for the good of our fellow man. Any 
potential enemy was deterred from ag­
gression because the cost would have far 
outweighed the gain. 

As the Soviets' power grew, we still 
managed to maintain the peace. The 
United States had established a system 
of alliances with NATO as the center­
piece. In addition, we grew even more 
respected as a world leader with a 
strong economy and deeply held moral 
values. With our commitment to help 

1 
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Dear Ms. Naylor: 

THE WH ITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGT O N 

February 28, 1985 

This is written in response to your letter of February 25 to 
Dianna G. Holland. In that letter you requested a copy of 
the Seal of the President. The Seal would be used in the 
reproduction of a Presidential message to be distributed by 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 

This office has no objection to your contemplated use of the 
Seal. The permitted uses of the Seal are limited by law, 
18 u.s.c. § 713, but the Seal may be used, after clearance 
by this office, to accompany a Presidential message. A copy 
of the Seal is enclosed. The Seal may be reproduced and 
used only for the limited purpose described in your letter. 

Thank you for your inquiry. 

Ms. Jan Naylor 
National Endowment 
1100 Pennsylvania 
Washington, D.C. 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

for the Arts 
Avenue, N.W. 
20506 
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nRTl• nRL 
En•• WmEnT 
FDR 
THE ARTS 

February 25, 1985 

Dianna G. Holland 
The White House 
2nd Floor, West Wing 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Dianna: 

- - ------------------ ---- -

WRSHlnGT• n 
D.C.20506 

A Federal agency advised by the 
National Council on the Arts 

297498~ 

As I explained in our conversation today, I would like to acquire carrera ready 
copy in black and white of the Presidential seal. I may technically be requesting 
the coat of arms, but I have enclosed a sample for clarification. After talking 
to Mr. Gambil in graphics, I understand that I require clearance from your office. 

The seal will be used in the reproduction of a Presidential message which is to 
appear in 15,000 publications we are printing in the San Francisco Bay Area. The 
message compliments a pilot partnership effort the National Endowment for the Arts 
fostered with the corporate, cultural, and civic communities of the Bay Area. 

The designer for the publication asked me to acquire the graphics for a higher 
quality reproduction. We plan on beginning the printing on Monday, March 4, so 
your assistance in expediting this request is most appreciated. If possible, I 
would like to be able to express mail the seal to San Francisco in the next 
couple days. I can be reached at 682-5410 if you have any questions. 

Thank you for your help. It is deeply appreciated. 

Attachment s 



THE WHITE HO USE 

WASHINGTON 

September 28, 1984 

I am delighted to join with the National Endowment for 
the Arts in saluting San Francisco for its Achievements 
in the Arts and for its exemplary community spirit. 
Your strong investment in the advancement of culture 
in your community not only enhances the quality of life 
for your citizenry but benefits your economic develop­
ment as well. The arts contribute to the memory of 
what has gone before and provide much of the joy and 
celebration of the present. The industry and commerce 
of your city are its sinews; the arts are its soul. 

You have worked hard, and you have exhibited pride 
and leadership in developing a creative partnership 
among your civic, corporate and cultural communities. 
This model of mobilizing financial and volunteer support 
can serve as an example and be of benefit to cities 
across the country. The diversity of your artistic 
activity and the innovative attempts to meet the needs 
of your arts organizations clearly demonstrate how the 
public and private sectors are working together to 
enrich the great city of San Francisco. I especially 
want to congratulate you on the success of your Arts 
Loan Fund, which addresses the economic needs of your 
arts organizations. 

Nancy and I congratulate you and send our best wishes 
for your continued success. 



nRTl• nRL 
En•• WmEnT 
FOR 
THE ARTS 

WRSHlnGT• n 
D.C. 20506 
A Federal agency advised by the 
National Council on the Arts 

THE CITY BROCHURE INITIATIVE 

The National Endowment for the Arts through the Office for 
Private Partnership has undertaken a new initiative to produce 
a city arts publication in pilot cities across the country. This 
project is designed to bring together the civic, corporate and 
arts communities to jointly produce a publication which highlights 
the arts in their community. 

The general purpose of this effort is to: increase local 
awareness and support of the arts, provide each city with a 
marketing tool for increased tourism and convention business, 
increase private sector support for the arts, and provide models 
for other cities. 

The National Endowment for the Arts will make a very modest 
commitment of funds in each city to contract with a local 
researcher/writer. In addition, the Office for Private Partnership 
will work with the cities to secure the funding and in-kind 
services necessary to complete the production of the publications. 
Once each city brochure is completed, there will be a formal 
announcement made in tandem with a 1-3 day city celebration of the 
arts. At this time, the local contributors to the arts will host 
non-givers during the announcement phase to encourage and solicit 
their support of local arts organizations and projects. 

The cities involved in this pilot project are San Francisco, 
Philadelphia, Jacksonville, and Houston~ Each city will provide a 
slightly different approach and subsequent model .in this initiative. 

The San Francisco publication will incorporate the arts in the Bay 
Area with a very strong emphasis on tourism. The U.S. Travel and 
Tourism Administration of the Department of Commerce has agreed to 
translate the finished product into appropriate languages for 
distribution abroad. In addition, a slide presentation is being 
produced to solicit new and increased corporate and private sector 
support for the arts. 

Philadelphia has chosen to make a substantial effort to broaden its 
tourism outreach and to heighten the local awareness of its cultural 
amenities. In addition there is a commitment from ~he U.S. Department 
of Labor for their Private Industry Council's involvement in providing 
summer apprenticeships for talented young artists to participate in 
creating various parts of the publication. 

More intensive national marketing will be one of the primary objectives 
of the city of Jacksonville in its publication effort. In the words 
of Mayor Godbold, "The cultural and economic development of Jacksonville 
go hand in hand. This City Brochure will make an excellent marketing 
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• 
tool to sell tourists and prospective new industries alike on the 
great variety of artistic activities in Jacksonville. It will also 
demonstrate how the public and private sectors are working tog~ther 
to make it all happen." 

Houston recognizes the great potential in this publication effort to 
increase private sector support for the arts. This publication will 
place a strong emphasis on encouraging new support for the arts, and 
a slide presentation will be produced in conjunction with the brochure 
to be utilized by local arts organizations and institutions to develop 
new donors to their arts activities. 



WHILE VDU WERE OUT 

M _ _._..&dv=--•~-btt-x,c__,:__z~.(,Jv""""'' "--=--

of ______ _,_ _______ _ 

Phone {p;~/i3/- '13/3 
Area Code I Number Extension 

TELEPHONE• .~ PLEASE CALL '..tJ 
CALLED TO SEE YOU WILL CALL AGAIN ' 

WANTS TO SEE YOU URGENT 

I RETURNED YOUR CALL I I 
Message A,£ •. fu.a,i A4,,l 

~~,4,ai; '¥ 

a._ AMPAD 
•• EFFICIENCY@ 23-020 



-
~, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A SHINGTON 

May 1, 1985 

Dear Mr. Shearer: 

Thank you for your letter of April 25 to Deputy Assistant to 
the President for Administration Christopher Hicks. In that 
letter you noted that your client recently purchased a 
limousine used by former President Johnson. One of the 
windows bearing the Seal of the President (not the Seal of 
the United States) was cracked, and you requested assistance 
in obtaining a copy of the Seal for use in a replacement 
window. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by law. Title 18 of the United States Code, Section 713, 
prohibits any use of the Seal except in accordance with 
regulations promulgated by the President. Those regulations 
are embodied in Executive Order 11649, as amended. I have 
enclosed for your information copies of the pertinent 
statute and regulations. 

You will note that your contemplated use of the Seal is not 
among the permitted uses. Accordingly, we cannot grant 
permission to you or your client to reproduce the Seal. 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

Timothy J. Shearer, Esquire 
1000 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 1200 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
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Dear Ms. Douglas: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 3, 1985 

Congressman Snyder's office has advised us of your interest 
in obtaining a copy of the Seal of the President for use in 
a history class display. 

The permitted uses of the Seal are regulated by law. Title 
18 of the United States Code, Section 713, prohibits use of 
the Seal except in accordance with regulations promulgated 
by the President. Those regulations are embodied in Execu­
tive Order 11649, as amended. I have enclosed a copy of the 
pertinent statute and regulations for your information. 

You will note that the Executive Order permits use of the 
Seal "in libraries, museums, or educational facilities 
incident to descriptions or exhibits relating to seals, 
coats of arms, heraldry, or the Presidency or Vice Presi­
dency." Your contemplated use appears to fall within this 
category, and accqrdingly I am happy to enclose a copy of 
the Seal for this purpose. I must caution that the Seal may 
only be used in the described manner, and not for any other 
purpose. 

Thank you for your inquiry, and best of luck with the 
history project. 

Ms. Kay Douglas 
Route 2, Box 69 
Eminence, KY 40019 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

cc: Congressman M.G. (Gene) Snyder 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 17, 1985 

Dear Ms. Bartash: 

This is written in reply to your letter of July 10 to Carol 
Greenawalt of the White House Photography Office. In that 
letter you requested a photograph of the Seal of the Presi­
dent to use on the cover of the Presidential Dinner Program 
for your 1985 National Leadership Conference. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by law. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 713, it is unlawful for 
anyone to reproduce the Seal except in accordance with 
regulations promulgated by the President. Those regulations 
are embodied in Executive Order 11649. I have enclosed for 
your information a copy of the pertinent statute and regulations. 

Your contemplated use of the Seal does not fall within any 
of the categories of permitted uses, and accordingly we 
cannot grant your request. 

I am sorry our response cannot be more favorable, but I am 
confident that your upcoming Conference and the Presidential 
Dinner will nonetheless be a great success. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

Ms. Ana Bartash 
Associate Director, Republican 

National Hispanic Assembly 
310 First Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20003 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1985 

John--

This RNC group is asking to use the 
the cover of their program ... ! told 
had to be decided at your level and 
was forwarding the request to you. 

Thank you for your help. 

seal 
them 
that 

Carol Greenawalt 
Photo Editor 

on 
it 
I 
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Republican 
National 
Hispanic 
Assembly 
Chairman 
Dr. Fernando E.C. DeBaca 

Co-Chairmen 
Jose Dapena Thompson 
George J. Adams 

Vice Chairmen 
Northeast 
Maria D. Garcia, M.D. 

Southeast 
Pablo Gomez 

Atlantic 
Luis Queral, M.D. 

South Central 
Nestor Navarro 

Midwest 
Francisco M. Vega 

Mountain 
George Martinez 

West 
Alfred R. Villalobos 

Caribbean 
Raymond Catala Fonfrias, Esq. 

Secretary 
Yolanda Ruiz 

Assistant Secretary 
Cecil ia Martinez Salazar 

Treasurer 
Rafael Franchi 

Assistant Treasurer 
Judy Reedman 

Comptroller 
Joseph Pena 

General Counsel 
Aida Casanas O'Connor, Esq. 

Mrs. Carol Greenwalt 
Photo Office 
The White House 

July 10, 1985 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Greenwalt: 

At this time we are designing the Presidential 
Dinner Program for our 1985 National Leadership 
Conference which will be held on September 15-18. 
We would like to use the Presidential Seal on the 
front cover of the program. 

I am requesting a color picture of the Presi­
dential Seal to sketch and give the printer. 
I would appreciate it if you could send the photo 
as soon as possible. 

Thank you so much for your cooperation and 
assistance. We look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 

Ana Bartash 
Associate Director 

AB:db 

310 First Street Southeast, Washinoton. D.C. 20003 {202) 662-1355 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September . 13, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. ROBERT~ 

Violation of 18 U.S.C. § 713(a) 

The attached was received in the mail by a friend of a 
friend. It is the clearest example of a violation of 
18 u~s.c. § 713(a) I have run across in my three years here. 
The .Great Seal is clearly being used "for the purpose of 
conveying, or in a manner reasonably calculated to convey~ 
a false impression of sponsorship or approval by the Govern­
ment of the United States ... " Even without the Seal, the 
solicitation -- "A Reminder from the President," return 
address "Office of the President," with donor categories of 
"Cabinet, II "Ambassador, II "Senate, II "Congressional, II "Commis­
sion;" and "Constituent" -- clearly constitutes a fraudulent 
effort to create ~he impression of official Presidential 
sanction. 

I am sending this over for staffing. I sincerely think that 
we should consider referring this to the_Departrnent of 
Justice for prosecution. 

Attachment 
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My Fellow Americans: 

Perhaps you have overlooked, or laid aside for further consideration, my appeal on 
behalf of the . Visiting Nurse Association/Home Health Services of Montgomery County 
and Vicinity. 

Well. . . I hope you can take a moment now to write your tax-deductible check to 
"VNA/HHS" and return it in this handy envelope. 

It is our duty to make people feel better and ·I guarantee you, your gift will make you feel 
better too. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
-----···················--------· .. ············---········ · ···----- ------··· · · ....... ..... .. .... ..................................... . 

Dear Mr. President: 

Please find enclosed my gift in the amount of $ _____ _ 

_ $1,000 CABINET; _ $500 AMBASSADOR; ' _ $100 SENATE; 

_ $50 CONGRESSIONAL; _ $25 COMMISSION; _ $10 CONSTITUENT 

Detach here i and enclose with check in envelope below 

THANK YOU FOR CARING! 

P. 0. BOX 912 

NORRISTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 19401 
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THE WHITE HOUSE ,· 
I 
i 

i/ 

W AS H INGTON 

October 2, 1985 

MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING 

ROBERT~ FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JOHN G. 

Use of Presidential Seal by the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation 

Attached is a letter for your signature to Gary Jones, 
Executive Director of the Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation, advising that the Foundation may not use the 
attached Seal. The Seal is the Presidential Seal, with 
"Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation" substituted for 
"Sea l of the President of the United States." (The Foun­
dation's Seal also has a single star dividing the words, as 
opposed to the two dashes on the Presidential Seal. This 
may offend the Supreme Court, which uses the single star in 
the same location on its seal, to recall the Constitution's 
establishment of"~ supreme court.") 

Use of the Seal by the Foundation is prohibited by 18 u.s.c. 
§ 713, since it is not permitted by Executive Order 11649. 
That Executive Order does permit use of the Seal "as an 
architectural embellishment in libraries, museums, or 
archives established to house the papers or effects of 
former Presidents," but this cannot be extended to include 
use by a foundation established to raise funds for such a 
library. 

Attachment 



THE WHITt HOUSE 

WASH I N G Ot.' 

October 3, 1985 

Dear Gary: 

At your request, I have reviewed your proposed Seal for the 
Ronald Reagan Presidentia l Foundatior.. That Sea l consists 
o: the Seal o f the Presiden~, wi tt the words •Ronald Reagar. 
Presidentia l Foundation~ substituted for •seal of th~ 
President of the Unitet States.~ I must advise you not to 
proceec with plans to use this Seal , or any other seal 
featuring the Seal of the President. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by la~. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 713(b ) , it is a criminal 
offense to use the Sea_ except as authorized in regulations 
promulgated b y the President. Those regulations are em­
bodied in Executive Order 11649, as amended. A copy of the 
pertinent statute and regulations is enclosed for your 
informa tior .. 

Your contemplated use of the Seal is not among the permitted 
uses detailed in the Executive Order. The Executive Order 
does permit the Seal to be used •as an architectural embel­
lishment in libraries, museums, or archives established to 
house the papers or effects of former Presidents,• but this 
category of permitted uses cannot be extended to include use 
by a foundation established to raise funds for such a 
library. 

I regret that I cannot provide a favorable ruling, but to do 
so would be inconsistent not only with the law, but also 
with the strict enforcement this Administration has followed 
to ensure against the potential abuse of the use of the Seal 
by many fundraising and commercial ventures. 

Mr. Gary L. Jones 
Executive Director 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 

Foundatior. 
905 16th Street, N.w. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

bee: Michael K. Deaver 

FFF:JGR:aea 10/3/85 

Sincerely, 

Orig. signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S H I N GT 0 1'' 

October 3, 1985 

Dear Gary: 

At your request, I have reviewed your proposed Seal for the 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation. That Seal consists 
of the Seal of the President, with the words "Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation" substituted for "Seal of the 
President of the United States." I must advise you not to 
proceed with plans to use this Seal, or any other seal 
featuring the Seal of the President. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by law. Pursuant to 18 u.s.c. § 713(b), it is a criminal 
offense to use the Seal except as authorized in regulations 
promulgated by the President. Those regulations are em­
bodied in Executive Order 11649, as amended. A copy of the 
pertinent statute and regulations is enclosed for your 
information. 

Your contemplated use of the Seal is not among the permitted 
uses detailed in the Executive Order. The Executive Order 
does permit the Seal to be used "as an architectural embel­
lishment in libraries, museums, or archives established to 
house the papers or effects of former Presidents," but this 
category of permitted uses cannot be extended to include use 
by a foundation established to raise funds for such a 
library. 

I regret that I cannot provide a favorable ruling, but to do 
so would be inconsistent not only with the law, but also 
with the strict enforcement this Administration has followed 
to ensure against the potential abuse of the use of the Seal 
by many fundraising and commercial ventures. 

Mr. Gary L. Jones 
Executive Director 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 

Foundation 
905 16th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

bee: Michael K. Deaver 

FFF:JGR:aea 10/3/85 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH IN GTON 

October 2, 1985 

Dear Gary: L . 
; I • ....__ ! ,.._,._r_ /,._,,i.-'-', __.. 

.,. < i I have reviewed your proposed seal for the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation. That Seal consists of the Seal of 
the President, with the words "Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation" substituted for "Seal of the President of the 
United States .. " I must advise you not to proceed with plans 
to use this seal, or any other seal featuring the Seal of 
the President. 

-----. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by law. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 713(b), it is a criminal 
offense to use the Seal except as authorized in regulations 
promulgated by the President. Those regulations are em­
bodied in Executive Order 11649, as amended. A copy of the 
pertinent statute and regulations is enclosed for your 
information. 

Your contemplated use of the Seal is not among the permitted 
uses detailed in the Executive Order. The Executive Order 
does permit the Seal to be used "as an architectural embel­
lishment in libraries, museums, or archives established to 
house the papers or effects of former Presidents," but this 
category of permitted uses cannot be extended to include use 
by a foundation established to raise funds for such a 
library. 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
t Counsel to the President 

h--"' Gt.-t ✓ ,J Lo..-. ,~ .. A / ~ - C>--- _..-.-Jv-1...... [k.. l ~ 

J • .- < - , . ~ ~ ""A c..-.,_ <,, ~~ v--J"t,,.-- ~......... u---.A..~ \.J - -t- t,:.. u--,.:.. .>"'- " -- • • 

{L ~ , L,..J._~ ~ - tt_.__. ~~~)- -~-A-- ~~ 
Mr. Gary L. Jones 

1
~ -. ~ /~ ,. -c..c'--- v, ... _:_..,.. 

Executive Director 
.U- \...... ~ J o--,L....__ -f. Ronald Reagan Presidential c~y ~ f ~ -~ 

Foundation , kc ... i:t__. \ ~ L , ~ 
905 16th Street, N.W. l , a..--t.A.. ,. ,-

Washington, D.C. 20006 ~ , e--J '-~ ~ · 

'· _) ' \ - , ✓,.,... ... -~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO,-.. 

October 2, 1985 

Dear Gary: 

I have reviewed your proposed seal for the Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation. That Seal consists of the Seal of 
the President, with the woras •Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation" substituted for •seal of the President of the 
United States." I must advise you not to proceed with plans 
to use this seal, or any other seal featuring the Seal of 
the President. 

The permitted uses of the Seal of the President are limited 
by law. Pursuant to 18 U.S.C. S 713(b), it is a criminal 
offense to use the Seal except as authorized in regulations 
promulgated by the President. Those regulations are em­
bodied in Executive Order 11649, as amended. A copy of the 
pertinent statute and regulations is enclosed for your 
information. 

Your contemplated use of the Seal is not among the permitted 
uses detailed in the Executive Order. The Executive Order 
does permit the Seal to be used •as an architectural embel­
lishment in libraries, museums, or archives established to 
house the papers or effects of former Presidents,• but this 
category of permitted uses cannot be extended to include use 
by a foundation established to raise funds for such a 
library. 

Mr. Gary L. Jones 
Executive Director 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 

Foundation 
905 16t h Street, N.W. 
Washins ton, D.C. 20006 

FFF:JGR:aea 10/2/85 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 

bee: FFFielding/JGRoberts/Subj/Chron 

---
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I 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

November 6, 1985 

Dear Sir: 

An advertisement placed by you for a "Great Seal Knife" has 
been called to our attention. Part of the advertisement 
contains a depiction of the White House and the Seal of the 
President. 

' The Seal of the President, which appears in your advertisement, 
is different from the Great Seal of the United States. I 
have enclosed photographs of both seals so that the differ­
ences will be clear. The permitted uses of the Seal of the 
President are strictly limited by law. Section 713(b) of 
Title 18 of the United States Code prohibits any use of the 
Seal of the President, except as authorized under regulations 
promulgated by the President. The regulations are embodied 
in Executive Order 11649, as amended. A copy of the pertinent 
statute and regulations is enclosed for your information. 
You will notice that your use of the Seal of the President 
in your advertisement is not permitted by the regulations 
and is accordingly prohibited by law. 

Quite apart from a violation of 18 u.s.c. § 713(b), your 
use of the Seal of the President may also violate 18 u.s.c. 
§ 713(a). That section prohibits display of the Seal of the 
President, as well as the Great Seal, in "any advertise­
ment •.• for the purpose of conveying, or in a manner reason­
ably calculated to convey, a false impression of sponsorship 
or approval by the Government of the United States .••. " 

I must also advise you that your use of a photograph of the 
White House in your advertisement is contrary to established 
White House policy and generally accepted advertising 
standards. As explained in the Do's and Don'ts in Advertising 
~, published by the Council of Better Business Bureaus, 
Inc.: "Neither the name nor the photograph or likeness of 
the White House should be used in advertising in any way 
that would suggest an endorsement or approval." I have 
enclosed a copy of the pertinent sections of this publication 
for your information. 

Finally, I should note that the seal that appears on your 
knife is an accurate rendition of neither the Great Seal nor 
the Seal of the President. Reproduction of the former is 
permissible, so long as the use is consistent with 18 U.S.C. 
§ 713(a), but the Seal of the President may not be reproduced 
on items such as this knife. 



- 2 -

In light of the foregoing, you must immediate·1y cease using 
the Seal of the President and the White House in your 
advertising. Please advise this office of the steps you 
have taken to comply with this letter. 

Sincerely, 

John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 

Exxon Merchandise Order Center 
Great Seal Knife 
7940 South Madison 
Burr Ridge, IL 60521 
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A syn1hol of 
strength ... integrity ... 
this magnificent great 
seal knife sho,vs the 
pride of an entire nation 

'~ 

USEITFOR ~ 
15 NO-RISK DAYS~ 

Since ancient times. the noble 
eagle has been regarded as a sign of 
courage and power. As the stirring 
symbol of our great nation. the 
American Eagle has become pan 
of the Great Seal ... handsomely 
sculptured into this rugged pocket 
knife. 
Crafted by Famous Utica Cutlery 

..and some of America's 
...,..,.,.,..,.,. foremost craftsmen, this 

',/I' . . •-... solid brass case 
,.• , • · ,, •• pocketknifedlsplays 

l t pride in your coun-
! ~ try's heritage ... and 
• : your commit· 
i ,;. ment to our ongo-
'\,. / ing tradition of 

... ..... freedom . .. ..._,..,. .. • 

Glve)'Olllldf~ famlly .•. )UUl' fdends a mlque part ol1be 
Amedalll 1\\o rugged carbon steel blades, hardened and 

IIIANUPACTIJRER'S Wi\RRANTY -~=~=~heft" 
be any damaged or missql pans. 
the manufac1urer will repair or 
n,place lreeof chalge.~ywrlr 
IO Exxon Merchandise Order cen­
ter. Grear seal Knile. 125 AmlSIIOOII 
Road. DeS Plaines. Ulinols 600l8. 

lempered to e,cacmg specifications, make 
1his knife practical as ~II as beaJtiful. 1llese 
durable, hand-honed blades tackle every­
day tasks easily_.;.whefher you're opening 
a box or lipping through an en'\elope-lhis 
Kunnas1er is ready, }et with all the good looks 
of a collecto~ Item. 

Anideal 
~ --ptm· 

save money 
whmyou 
ordttmore 

. Jhaoooe! 
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Utira Cutlery proudly announces a unique ~dbut~ 
to America's freedom ... The Gre.at seaJ engraved 

brass handle pocket knife 
• Cus1omizcd 

especially for \ 'Oll . :\lclflllfdl'lltr('( I ill 
l '.S ,:\ . b\' slJlh •(I CraftSlll('fl . (,rdrl{' 
IOH:; r ii r1>011 s1< · t· I lll a d c s d lHI 

springs • lh1( ' antiqu!' look • L ei< 
qucrc ct finisll cml>ll·m sidt · rcs1s1s 
metal tamisll • I land sllcHJJ('llt·d for 
a keen. carbon steel edg, · • Fit -.. in 
~'Our pocket or p urs!' Wlw n 

More than a 
rugged pocket 
knife-a one­
of-a-kind 
memento of 
the 
American ·1 .fill.Li 

I =-
_ Spirit! 

lry the Great BIJY2AND Seal Knife for 
SAVE# .. 80! 15 no-flak days! t 

bntor~• Ylulllor JS98* ..oNlY a month ONLY . a month 
tor 2 months (plus 95C • per IIIORlh tJr 5 IID1lls (plus 3&e• per month 
for shipping and handling~ tJr llilJping and handling~ ~-you--- . onect-.donlJ ~"=:--- .. ..., 
'19"2: suo· s3490• 

. (plus S1 .90· 
for shipping and handling). tor shipping and handling). --••as.••• ...... ----· .. -Great Seal Kni fe 

BIJY3AND 
SAVE:$13.60! 
brslllr~ •v . amonlh 

tor 5 manllls (plus 3ae· per IID1lh 
tor llilJping and lmdng). 

~"=:-- lflllly 

$4~•suo· 
for slipping and handling~ ... ............ .. -. 
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World Book, Inc. 

November 13, 1985 

Mr. John G. Roberts 
Associate Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: "Great Seal Knife" Promotion 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

Merchandise Mart Plaza 
Chicago, Illinois 60654 
Telex: 25-3328 

Law Department 
Harold M. Ross (312) 245-3480 
Judith G. Landt (312) 245-3484 

Reference is made to your letter of November 6, 1985 with regard to the 
above-captioned advertisement, which was prepared by World Book 
Encyclopedia, Inc. 

While we do not necessarily agree with your position that the Presidential 
Seal and White House photograph have been used in a way which create a false 
impression of government endorsement or approval, we agree to cease any 
future distribution of this advertisement. We cannot, of course, control 
the delivery date of copies of the advertisement which may have been placed 
in distribution channels prior to our receipt of your letter. 

Thank you for calling this matter to our attention. 

Sincere~~. 4 
~ - Landt 

Assistant General Counsel 

JGL/gw 




