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TEXT OF AN ADDRESS 

ON 

THE CONGRESSIONAL AW ARD 

BY 

REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT H. MICHEL - ILLINOIS 

REPUBLICAN LEADER 

THE UNITED ST ATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

JULY 29, 1982 



THE CONGRESSIONAL AW ARD - A CALL TO SERVICE 

by The Honorable Robert H. Michel 

I'm here today because I believe the Congressional Award program is the living 

embodiment of Victor Hugo's saying that "there is nothing so powerful as an idea 

whose time has come." 

lie Congressional Award program is a call to service to American youth. A call ta 

contribute tneir energies, talen and enthusiasm to the betterment of themselves, 

tne1r neighborhoods and their country. It is a call to service to each one of us to help 

tnese young Americans achieve their goals and yes, it's a call to service to our 

country; at a time when the great spirit of enterprise, freedom and volunteerism t 

My mission with the Congressional Award is to recognize, promote and publicize the 

productivity and accomplishments of young Americans who earn their bronze, silver 

and gold medals; and to beat the drum and actively support this call to service in the 

national interest. And I am going to beat my Congressional Award drum to a fare

thee-well because I am excited about this program's manifestation of the American 

spirit of 'can-do;' of creative voluntary service, of family, community, and the pursuit 

of excellence. 

The following important facts about the Congressional Award need to be emphasized. 

First, its origin. The Congress of the United States in 1979 established the 

Congressional Award as the nation's highest recognition award for youth between the 

ages of 14 and 23. The Award is the first to win the right to use the designation 
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'Congressional' since approval of the Medal of Honor for military valor back in 1862. 

The educational mission of the Congressional Award is to motivate youth to relevant 

voluntary public service; to teach job, citizenship and leadership skills and to foster an 

understanding of, and an appreciation for, the values that made America a strong and 

free democracy. 

And next, the Congressional Award is a voluntary non-competitive program, with each 

participant evaluated on his or her individual goal achievements in four activities; 

voluntary public service, personal interests, physical fitness and expeditions, achieved 

in bronze, silver and gold medal levels of performance. 

And finally, by law, the Congressional Award may not receive any federal, state or 

local subsidies. It is a registered tax-exempt charitable organization funded solely by 

private and corporate donations. 

I am strongly attracted to this program because its basic values of work, self

discipline and voluntary service are those I learned as a child. Of course there was 

nothing like the Congressional Award when I was growing up in Illinois, but I was 

fortunate, my parents had their own youth program right in our own home. It 

consisted of us kids helping out with the chores, toeing the mark, minding and 

respecting our parents and learning self-discipline. And if there was a name for mom 

and dad's informal program, I guess it could best be characterized as love. And that's 

essentially what we're gathered here to celebrate this morning, the spirit of love --the 

love of country and community that the Congressional Award program typifies. 

It's also a program where we can all learn an essential lesson about freedom. That 

sounds like fourth of July oratory, I guess, but it's absolutely true. The Congressional 



Representative Robert H. Michel - Page 3 

Award program is freedom in action. It isn't forced on anybody. It doesn't force any 

one of us to help. It simply asks each of us, participants and sponsors, to look at it and 

then to freely choose. That's what is important for our young people to learn. 

Choosing, making a decision for which you then take responsibility. And once a 

youngster learns that, he's learned something that will remain with him for the rest of 

his life. 

At this point, I'm going to ask your indulgence as I engage in a bit of reminiscing. 

Thinking of today's youth and the challenges that face them reminds me of my younger 

days. Despite the fact that our world has changed so much, basic things remain the 

same. As the song puts it "It's the same old story, a fight for love and glory, a case of 

do or die" and I guess that's true in every generation. Each of us has to make 

important choices. And when I think of the importance of choice and responsibility, I 

think of my father. He had to make a choice as a young man to either stay in France 

or to emigrate to this country. He chose to come to America and I'm thankful the 

Almighty gave him the wisdom to make that choice. It was his to make and his to live 

with. In the eulogies at my mother's and father's funerals, I underscored how hard 

each of them worked. As a matter of fact, both of them lived to work. I'm reminded 

of my own life and youth; not one paper route - two in the morning and another one in 

the evening. Saturdays at grocery stores doing the most menial tasks, learning to cuff 

pants in a tailoring shop for a buck a day; always working on Saturdays and out on the 

farm during the summertime. I recall one particular incident vividly. I was a pretty 

good athlete and pitched ball when I was in grade school and high school. My father at 

one critical point in a softball game pulled me out of it to go work in the garden! 

When I was young my dad instilled in me that great principlE:, "everything in 

moderation." It has always suggested to me that you have to choose between extremes 
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and that the choice depends on character; and character can only come from self

discipline. Self-discipline is the ability to say no when it's easier to say yes; and be 

willing to press on when it's easier to stop. That's the system of values I knew growing 

up and I guess I've tried to convey and impart that to our four children. 

In 1944, during World War II, I came to the land of my father by that mid-twentieth 

century means of transport - the invasion landing craft, on Omaha Beach. I trudged the 

land of my ancestors in Normandy, but let me tell you, sometimes I hugged old mother 

earth for dear life. My infantry experience reinforced in me what my folks had taught 

me long ago; first, the very existence of a living God, and secondly that you had to make 

some hard choices and you lived or you died with the consequences of them. 

After 23 years in Washington, answering my call to service, here I am, the sum and 

substance of a lot of choices, some good, some bad. But every choice freely made. 

Every choice was one I took responsibility for and that's what's important about the 

Congressional Award. It's the chance for young Americans to learn at an early age that 

in this country you have the right to choose. But they also learn that just because you 

choose something doesn't mean you're going to get exactly what you want. You have to 

be willing to work for it. To sacrifice for it. To endure pain for it. To be willing to 

discipline youself for it. To enjoy the thrill of accomplishing a worthwhile goal. 

In a free and democratic society you can voluntarily choose the door through which you 

want to go, but work is the only key that can open that door. It's ironic, isn't it? In 

democratic societies we have freedom, but sometimes there's not that willingness to 

work. In totalitarian societies, on the other hand, the folks are willing to work, but 

they have no freedom. That's why so many of the immigrants who come to America 
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are successful. I was lucky enough to learn strong values and the work ethic from my 

parents. I've tried to pass it on to our four kids. Maybe some youngsters today aren't 

that lucky. The Congressional Award program can teach them that lesson. What a 

chance. What an opportunity. What a great thing for the country to have a program in 

which youngsters aren't given everything -- they have to earn it. 

After a generation or more in which young Americans have been told that government 

exists to give them what they need, here's a Congressionally sponsored program telling 

them that they must be willing to give of themselves to succeed. And after decades of 

hearing that the tax dollar is a source of all that is good in American life, young 

Americans are now being told through our Congressional Award, don't look for a tax 

dollar, look in your own heart, your own talents, your own guts, and develop your own 

spirit of adventure in your quest for success. All the tax dollar supported programs in 

existence can't buy the satisfaction of breaking into good old fashioned sweat and 

working hard for something you really believe in, and truly want to achieve, through 

your own initiative. I believe the Congressional Award is good for America and that 

it will multiply the leadership spirit that built this great country. 

What then is the essence of the Congressional Award program? I asked myself that 

question and found an answer in a book written by the late political columnist, Walter 

Lippmann. His book, "The Public Philosophy," stresses the need for Americans to think 

of something beyond self-individualism, beyond the needs and pleasures of the 

transitory moment. He asked us to take a fresh look at that familiar phrase, "We the 

people" from the preamble of our Constitution. What does the phrase really mean? 

"We the people" refers not to one specific generation of Americans, but all Americans. 

Lippmann said "besides the happiness and the security of the individuals of whom a 
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community is at any moment composed, there is also the happiness and security of the 

individuals of whom, generation after generation, it will be composed." That's a 

tremendously important concept. It demands that we lift our eyes from the drudgery 

of the present and consider the future. Lippmann says, "we the people must be 

thought of a kind of corporate being, composed not only of Americans who are alive at 

any given moment, but those who come before them and those who will come after." 

This thought binds a man to his country, with ties as strong as links of iron. That is 

why young men die in battle for their country's sake and why old men plant trees 

they'll never sit under. We must have an allegiance to the virtues of our nation's past. 

We must have a willingness to sacrifice for our nation's future. As a participant in, or 

sponsor of, the Congressional Award, we bring to life the words "We, the people," 

because we, the living, pass on the values of a strong and free America to the next 

generation of leaders. 

A prophet stated, "if we seem to see things clearer and farther off than our ancestors 

did, it's because we stand on the shoulders of giants." We in America know the names 

of some of those giants; world famous Americans like Washington, Jefferson and 

Lincoln. There are other American giants the world may not know, but each of us 

does. I refer to those who gave us the love, understanding and help we needed, when 

we were young; the same love and the advisors will give to Congressional Award 

participants. Two giants on whose shoulders I was able to stand were my mother and 

my father. They were truly giants and I know each of you this morning can think of 

someone in your experience on whose shoulders you have stood, if only for a time, in 

order to see and be encouraged toward a better future. Maybe it was a parent, 

teacher, clergyman, coach or neighbor. The Congressional Award program gives 
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everyone a chance to become someone on whose shoulders some young American can 

stand for a while, so that in the future they in turn will be strong enough to do the 

same for the succeeding generation. 

The opportunity to be part of this program is an honor and privilege. My message to 

all who answer this call to service in the Congressional Award mission is "Go forth, 

motivate and inspire young Americans to a life of patriotism, achievement and self

fulfillment through the Congressional Award. A call to service that comes from you 

and me, 'WE the people!' 

Thank you • 

. epu 1can Leader 
United States House of Representatives 



The Congressional Award 

NEWS 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Washington, D.C., A~g. 2--House Minority Leader Robert H. Michel (R.,111.) 

in a speech encouraging private sector support of volunteerism, said 11 the time 

has come to beat the drum and actively support the Congressional Award Program." 

The Congressional Award is a new privately funded volunteer-based youth 

recognition program which stresses individual goal achievement and teaches basic 

values of work and self discipline. 11 Character can only come from self disci

pline,11 Rep. Michel said. 11 It is a chance for young Americans to learn at an 

early age the importance of choice and responsibility, 11 he added. 

Rep. Michel, at a breakfast meeting, Wednesday, July 29, at the Loew's 

L'Enfant Plaza, called for the private sector to help young Americans achieve 

their goals by responding to the Congressional Award's call to service. 

At the breakfast, the chairmen of the Congressional Award's National Board 

and National Advisory Council, W. Clement Stone, chairman of Combined International 

Corporation, and John G. McMillian, chairman, Northwest Energy Corporation, 

announced plans for the organization's second annual benefit dinner in Washington, 

D.C., November 30, 1982. 

Established by Public Law 96-114 in November, 1979, the Congressional Award 

is a unique partnership between private and public sectors. The program is funded 

entirely by private donations and by law may not receive any government subsidies. 

"The Congressional Award is the first program to win the right to use the 

designation 'Congressional' since approval of the Medal of Honor for military 

valor back in 1862," Michel said. 

(more) 



Congressional Award - Add 1 

The Congressional Award is nearing the conclusion of its pilot program 

in Minnesota and is planning national expansion, beginning with Colorado 

later this year. 

In the program bronze, silver and gold medals are earned by young people, 

aged 14-23, who meet program requirements in four activity areas; voluntary 

public service, personal interests, expeditions and physical fitness. 

--oOo--

HBB/2/82 



The Congressional Award 

NEWS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Washington, July 26--U. S. House Minority Leader Robert H. Michel (R., Ill.) will 

speak at an 8 a.m. breakfast meeting Thursday, July 29 at Loew's L'Enfant Plaza to 

encourage private sector initiatives in support of volunteerism. 

His message, "A Call to Service," is being made on behalf of the Congressional 

Award, a new privately funded volunteer-based youth recognition program. 

"Through the Congressional Award Program," he said "we'll honor future great 

Americans by acknowledging their achievements as young people. The Award is a tribute 

to what they can do, as much as it is acknowledgment of what they have done." 

Joining Rep. Michel will be the chairmen of the Congressional Award's bi-partisan 

national board and national advisory council, W. Clement Stone, chairman of Combined 

International, and John G. McMillian, chairman of Northwest Energy Corporation. 

At the breakfast, hosted by the Congressional Award National Board, plans will be 

announced to expand the program. The Congressional Award, established by Public Law 

96-114 in November of 1979, is nearing the end of its pilot program in \~innesota. In the 

program, bronze, silver and gold medals are earned by young people, aged 14-23, who 

meet p~ogram requirements in four activity areas: voluntary public service, personal 

interests, expeditions, and physical fitness. 

Plans will also be announced for the organization's second annual benefit dinner in 

Washington. Last year's event featured r)inah Shore and Art Buchwald. 

Serving with Rep. Michel on the Congressional Award's Joint Leadership Commission 

are The Speaker, Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. (D., Ma.); Senate Majority Leader, Howard H. 

Baker, Jr. (R. Tenn.); and Senate Minority Leader, Robert C. Byrd (D., W. Va.). 

111111 
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By Richard Klein 
Whether you find Congr.ess to 

be tightfisted or generous, you 
must admit solons have been re
latively stingy about allowing the 
use of the world "Congressional" 
in many awards. All the more rea
son to take notice when they do. 

The Congressional Award is 
such a distinction. The award has 
been established as the nation's 
highest recognition of the initia
tive, achievement and voluntary 
service of American youth and it 
is the first award to be designated 
"Congressional" since the Medal 
of Honor for military valor in 
1862. . 

At a breakfast meeting to en
courage the private sector to help 
:,oung Americans achieve their 
goals by responding to the Con
gressional Awards call to service. 
House Minority Leader Robert 
Michel <R-Ill l said "It's a call to 

service to American youth to con
tribute their energy, and their 
talents and their enthusiasm to 
the betterment of themselves, 
their neighborhoods and their 
country." 

Chairman of the Congressional 
Awards National Board, W. Cle
ment Stone, announced at the 
breakfast that Washington D.C. 
would host the organizations' 
second annual benefit dinner on 
November 30, 1982. The dinner 
will take place at the Hilton 
Hotel. 

What Rep. Michel refers to as a 
"good news program,"· the Con
gressional Award is a voluntary, 
non-competitive program with 
each participant evaluated on his 
or her individual goal achieve
ments in four activities: volun
tary . public/community service, 
personal interests, physical fit
ness and expeditions. 

Washington, D.C. 25e August 5, 1982 

The program is open to Amer-
1 

Th . 
icanyouth,aged14to23,whether e program mtends t? '.1~l?w 
they be physically fit or handi- youth to ex_plore t_he poss1b1h~ies 
capped a ffl u t d • for adult hfe while challenging 

' en ° r 1 s- ·h t lt' l th . ·t · h ' advantaged. A written commit- c em _omu ip Y e1rc1 _1zens Ip 
ment to pursue program goals commitment,, p<::rsonal mterests 
within a given time allows the 8nd work skl'lo: . 

1 participant to achieve a bronze, The program began in Novemb-
1 silver or gold medal of perform- er 1979, when both the House and, 
· ance. Kendall Stewart, Director Senate unanimously passed Pub
of Government Relations for the lie Law 96-114, the Congressional 

I Congressional Awards, points out A ward Act. A pilot program was 
that the award is not won, but launched in Minnesota m Sep
earned. Theintegrityofthemedal tember 1980 and participants be-

1 is embodied in the slogan "Any- gan to apply in March 1981. 
one can earn this medal, but few Currently, there are 220 par-
will" "Afte . . ticipants and on September 25, 

. r a generat10~ or more m the first awards will be presented. 
which young Americans h~ve 'At ceremonies at the state capitol 
been_ told that government exists in St. Paul , Minnesota, 16 medals 
to g1~e them -what t~ey need, will be awarded; six silver and 10 
here s a Congress1onally- bronze. 
sponsored program telling them 
that they must be willing to give 
of themselves." said Rep. Michel. 

Tony Culley-Foster, National 
Director for the program, said he 
hopes the program will be nation
wide by 1990. Plans have already 
begun to establish a Colorado 
Congressional Award program. 

' Culley-Foster also said that the 
first gold medal presentation, 
sometime in May or June of 1983, 
will hopefully take place in Wash
ington D.C., with 10 participants 
eligible to receive the gold medal. 

The program, by law, will be 
funded entirely by private dona
tions and may not receive any 
government subsidies. Culley
Foster said that the private sector 
!}nd the Congress have been ex
tremely responsive in their bi
partisan support. In his speech to 
encourage private sector support 
of the program and the idea of 
volunteerism, Rep . Michel 
said,"As I see it, my mission with 
the Congressional Award is to 
recognize the productivity and 
accomplishments of young Amer
icans who earn these awards, and ' 
to beat the drum and actively sup
port this call to service in the 
national interest." 

Along with Rep. Michel, House· 
Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D
Mass), Senate Ma:,ority Leader 
Howard Baker (R-Tenn) and Sen-

. ate Minority Leader Robert Byrd 
(D-WV a) form the Congressional 
Award Joint Leadership Commis-
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"THE CONGRESSIONAL AW ARD & PRIVATE SECTOR SUPPORT 

FOR CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS" 

by Senator Robert C. Byrd 

Today, June 29th, 1981, as you already know, is an historic day for America and 

particularly, the State of Minnesota. Governor Al Quie has declared today "Congres

sional Award Day." People throughout your state and our nation will, for the first 

time, learn of the Congressional Award Program and the challenging opportunities that 

it offers to young people, parents, teachers, business, labor and political leaders. 

Today, I have the honor of representing the Congress of the United States at this first 

meeting of corporate, civic and political leaders in support of the Congressional 

Award. Your state has the honor of hosting a two year Congressional Award Pilot 

Program to test the award concept. Our goal is to duplicate the Minnesota 

organization in every state, during the l 980's. With your help we will successfully 

achieve that goal. 

The Congress in November, 1979, enacted the Congressional Award Program Act* to 

create an opportunity for all young Americans, age 14 to 23, to motivate themselves 

to earn Bronze, Silver and Gold Congressional Awards. The awards symbolize the 

nation's recognition of the initiative, achievement and service of our youth, through 

their achievement of high goals in voluntary community service and personal develop

ment activities. It provides the private and public sector leaders of America with a 

unique opportunity to recognize and positively reinforce the constructive accomplish

ments of our young people -- the only next generation that we have got! 

* Public Law 96-114 (November 16, 1979) 
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The Congress of the United States has never in its entire history, formally linked its 

name to any charitable organization, until the establishment of the Congressional 

Award Program. The landmark legislation that created the Congressional Award has 

the enthusiastic bi-partisan support of all members of Congress. It is a joint venture 

between Congress and the people, in the national interest of our youth. 

I am here today because of a personal commitment that I made to the National Board 

of Directors of the Congressional Award. That commitment is "To actively support 

their voluntary efforts and to help establish and promote the Congressional Award 

throughout our country." My commitment stems from a belief that the young people 

of Minnesota, West Virginia and this nation are by any measure, our most important 

national resource. Our greatest challenge is to inbue our youth with those values that 

made America strong and its people proud to be Americans. 

President Lincoln once stated "A child is a person who is going to carry on what you 

have started. He is going to sit where yo1.1 are sitting, and when you are gone, attend 

to those things which you think are important. You may adopt all the policies you 

please, but how they are carried out depends on him. He will assume control of your 

cities, states and nations. He is going to move in and take over your churches, schools, 

universities and corporations. The fate of the country is in his hands." 

The development of future leaders and positive citizens who are no strangers to the 

work ethic, productivity, enterprize, self-help, discipline, integrity and patriotism is 

OUR responsibility. It is a national priority that WE must urgently address. The 

Congressional Award focuses on those priorities in its learning by doing, self help 

philosophy of goal achievement. Participation can only benefit our young people, their 

communities, their State and ultimately, the nation. 
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Our Congressional Medal of Honor is the nation's highest accolade for those who have 

displayed outstanding valor through their service in our armed forces. The Bronze, 

Silver and Gold Congressional Awards, however, will be earned by our youth through 

initiative, persistence, and exemplary citizenship. Those who achieve them will 

symbolize a commitment to excellence, and a bright strong future for America. And 

America needs men and women who will lead by example, with courage and conviction, 

on the issues that face them in their homes, communities, work places, and the nation. 

The Speaker, Tip O'Neill, House Republican Leader Bob Michel and Senate Republican 

Leader Howard Baker, and I, as members of the Joint Leadership Commission of the 

Congressional Award share a commitment to the success of the Congressional Award 

mission and the education of our youth. We feel that the investment of our time and 

personal resources in the Congressional Award, will yield a positive return. You will 

notice I did not mention money! It was by design, not by accident. The reason being 

that there is, by law, no federal subsidy permitted for the Congressional Award. That 

has to be good news for us all! Our challenge is, of course, to develop broad private 

sector funding and support for the Congressional Award. 

America is the most generous of all nations. Minnesota is the national corporate 

social responsibility leader in private sector support for charitable and philanthropic 

organizations. This coupled with the development of your 5% Club concept, (where 45 

companies give at least 5% of their domestic pre-tax gross profits to charitable 

causes), the outstanding social work, and educational research programs at the 

University of Minnesota and the enthusiastic support of your entire Minnesota 

Congressional delegation, led to the National Board of the Congressional Award in 

September, 1980, authorizing the establishment of a Minnesota Congressional Award 

Board and a two year pilot program. 
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Later today, in a ceremony at the State Capitol, I will have the privilege of meeting 

the exceptional young people of your great state, who are currently working toward 

their goal of earning a Congressional Award. I look forward to sharing their 

experiences, as they are the first American youth to participate in our program. 

The achievement of difficult goals, particularly under adverse conditions, is for me, 

still very much part of the American dream. I feel that the "Sky is the Limit" for 

what any ambitious, keen-minded young American can achieve, if he or she is willing 

to work to overcome obstacles and reach for high goals. For many of your young 

people, their voluntary work to earn a Congressional Award will be the hardest task 

they have ever faced. However, as all of us here today know success comes through 

personal enterprise, hard work and proven productivity. These are the foundation 

blocks of our free enterprise economic system and political democracy. 

The Congressional Award gives all members of the Congress of the United States and 

elected officials at the local, state, and national level a unique opportunity -- to work 

with corporate, business and civic leaders throughout America, in a cooperative joint 

venture in the national interest of our youth. 

On behalf of the Congress and the American people, I commend the achievements to 

date, of the National Board of Directors and the Minnesota Congressional Award 

Board. 

The goal of the Minnesota Board is to develop pilot programs in all eight Congressional 

Districts by September, 1982. It is an ambitious goal and they need your support to 

achieve it. 
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The stories of the Minnesota youth who have worked to achieve their Congressional 

Awards will inspire the people of Minnesota, West Viriginia and many throughout the 

nation, now, and in the years to come. The first Bronze, Silver and Gold Congressional 

Awards in the nation will be earned by young men and women from your state in 1982. 

I, and others, in the Congressional Leadership hope to be here on the historic day that 

those awards will be presented. 

The Congress of the United States is proud to be an active partner in the enterprise 

that is the Congressional Award. We welcome and appreciate your support of our 

cause. 

In closing I would like to share some personal stories that might help illustrate why the 

nation, Minnesota and your community needs a Congressional Award program. 

I am reminded of one who contributed to the grandeur of ancient Rome. Cornelia was 

a widow who lived two hundred years before Christ. She was the mother of twelve 

sons and daughters. All of her children except two sons died in their youth. Cornelia 

devoted her life to the education of her two surviving sons. One day a neighbor visited 

Cornelia and proudly displayed her jewelry -- her gold, her emeralds, her rubies and 

her pearls. Then she asked Cornelia to display her jewels. Cornelia simply presented 

her sons, saying "These are my jewels." 

When we speak of our youth, we speak of our jewels. We enact legislation to protect 

the natural resources of this country, to protect its water, its air, its soil. What can 

we do to protect and nourish our greatest asset - our young people? 
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I used to see my foster father play the violin. He was an old West Virginia coal miner, 

and he played "Old Joe Clark," and "She'll Be Coming Around the Mountain." I wanted 

to learn to play like he played. In my community there was a wonderful music 

teacher. She encouraged me to play the violin because she felt I had talent. This to 

me was wonderful and as a boy in the seventh grade I fell in love with her. She 

encouraged me and inspired me to learn to play. I wanted to sit in the first chair to 

please her • I wanted to be the best student in her class. There were other teachers in 

my youth that I remember with gratitude. They encouraged me to excel. Many of us 

can remember the good teachers who inspired us to develop whatever potential we had 

and to develop it to the utmost extent. 

I often think about my foster-father. He was a poor coal miner. He probably had the 

equivalent of a third grade education, but he taught me about life and how to live it. I 

never heard him use God's name in vain in all the years I lived with him. I never saw 

him sit down at the table and grumble about the food set on the table. When he died, 

he owed no man a penny. He taught me honor. He taught me how to be honest. He 

never bought me a present for Christmas, because he didn't have the money to buy 

one. Many a Christmas came into our house when we never had much --a little candy, 

an orange or an apple. When he went · out to buy something for me, he didn't buy me a 

toy cap gun. He didn't buy me a box of firecrackers. He didn't buy me a cowboy hat 

and cowboy boots. He bought a pencil set, a water color set, a drawing book, and he 

inspired me with the desire to develop my talents, whatever they were. 

My foster-mother was a tough woman -- tough in that she was the hardest worker I've 

ever seen in my life. You have probably heard it said that I am the hardest working 

member of the United States Senate. It's true! It's too bad the people who work hard 

are often not respected. It's too bad that the work ethic is often the subject of 

criticism or labeled workaholism. 
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My foster-mother taught me to have faith -- faith in myself, faith in God. Many times 

when I'd go home at night and look in the door, I'd see her on her knees. I would open 

the door at one or two o'clock in the morning, after I had driven to the southern part 

of West Viriginia from Washington, and she would always get up and fix me something 

to eat. Then, when the lights went out, I'd hear her voice in the other room praying. 

And each time I left home to return to the Capitol she always said to me, "Bobby, you 

be a good boy." 

These were the two greatest persons in my life, persons who had no degrees from 

universities but persons who had faith, integrity and character, and they provided me 

an example through ·inspiration. That woman never kissed me in her life ••• all the 

days I was with her. She raised me to be a man from a one-year-old orphan, and I 

never remembered a mother's kiss; but she provided the inspiration to work and to 

believe that there is a true reward for achievement. 

There are others who have by their efforts inspired me to achieve. There was a 

gentleman by the name of W. P. Myers who was a store manager in the coal mining 

area where I grew up. One day he said, "Bob, I'd like for you to come to my Sunday 

school class." I said, "Mr. Myers, I haven't any socks to wear." He said, "Come to the 

dry goods counter," and he took me to the dry goods counter, and bought two pairs of 

socks and gave them to me. That Sunday I went to Sunday school. In later years I 

developed one of the largest Sunday school classes in West Virginia ••• over 600 weekly 

attendees. Mr. Myers inspired me to go to Sunday school when he gave me the socks 

to wear. His younger daughter died at a very young age. Her name was Marjorie. 

When our daughter came along we named her Marjorie in recognition of what he had 

done for me. He had also given me my first job, working in a gas station which was 

three miles from where I lived. I walked those three miles to work and back every 
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morning and night. Then later, he gave me another job as produce boy in his grocery 

store. And as a produce boy I worked with Charlie, the butcher. Charlie taught me 

how to cut meat and later I became the head butcher in the country store. Charlie had 

a daughter and her name was Mona Carol. I'd been inspired to cut meat by Charlie, so 

when our second daughter came along we named her Mona Carol, because of the 

impact he had had on my life. 

We led a very simple life in those days. And so it was the inspiration of a music 

teacher, a coal miner, an old woman whose faith was her life, Charlie, the meat 

cutter, and Mr. Myers, the store manager, who encouraged me to take advantage of 

opportunity, and I was motivated by them to excel. 

We're all here for a common purpose and we share a common bond. I'm relatively 

successful in my chosen career and I know that you have been successful; as have the 

members of the Congressional Award National Board, including my favorite singer, 

Dinah Shore. I'll tell you one thing about Dinah. One of the reasons for her success is 

her work with young people. There is no artificiality about her, as there is among so 

many in her career and in mine. She's honest, she's interested in our young people and 

she gives them inspiration through leadership by example. 

If you as successful leaders join in this common bond, this Congressional Award, we 

will develop and inspire the greatest resource we have -- our youth. 

I have six grandchildren, four grandsons and two granddaughters. One of my little 

granddaugthers -- she's 11 years old -- calls me every night -- either that, or I call her. 

That is why we're here today -- to inspire those young people to excel and make them 

want to compete with themselves and develop the best that is within them. 
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Motivation comes from within. The encouragement comes from without. So, I don't 

know of any greater service that we can perform than that of inspiring the young 

people of our country to develop the best that is within themselves. 

We look at young people today and we see some who are the victims of drugs, alcohol 

and other forms of abuse. They're losing their way. The few that we hear about tend 

to be negative -- so many that we don't hear about -- those who work hard with a 

determination to excel. More than anything else, we must provide this great country 

of ours with young leaders to carry on the torch that our forbearers gave in trust to us. 

The Congressional Award is a program which is dedicated to the encouragement of the 

builders. The kind of young men and women who will become leaders in their 

communities. Those who will not "walk the town content with the labor of tearing it 

down," but who have a challenge, who have a goal toward which they might work, -

achievement which they might earn --that of their actions being recognized by their 

peers and by their elders. 

Recognition is important to our youth. Some years ago I wanted to give some little 

recognition to the boys and girls who did outstanding scholastic work in our high 

schools, and so I devised a Scholarship Recognition Awards Program in which the 

valedictorians of every public and parochial high school in West Virginia received a 

Robert C. Byrd Scholastic Recognition Award and a $25.00 U.S. savings bond. I have 

given nearly $60,000 of my income to that program. I didn't have that Award offered 

to me when I graduated from high school. Young athletes receive recognition, 

especially the boys. Why don't the young men and women who excel in mathematics, 

science, music, history, or English receive equal recognition for their efforts? But at 
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school these achievements are overlooked because they're so proud of their athletic 

and football stars. Washington, D.C. is so proud of the Redskins. My question is: How 

well can they spell? How is their grammar? And so, the Robert C. Byrd Scholastic 

Recognition Award is for those who excel in the programs which perhaps are not so 

glamorous. It's a great source of joy when I go to West Virginia, and a young man 

comes up, and he has a wife and he's raising a family, and he says: "I was one of your 

Award winners." 

So it is with the Congressional Award. We are here to help develop character. 

Character is that belief in oneself, the courage to stand on one's principles, and the 

sense of helping others to become achievers. Fame is fleeting, popularity is an 

accident. This is a program for those who set high goals and it urges them to succeed. 

That's what we're doing when we inspire and challenge our young people to prove 

themselves, to develop faith in themselves and their abilities that they, too, might 

lead by example and be builders of a better tomorrow for us all. 
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NEWS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Washington, D.C., May 28-Senator Robert C. Byrd, (D. W. Virginia), Senate 

Democratic Leader, will represent the joint Congressional Leadership at a ceremony 

on June 29 in Minneapolis/St. Paul to mark the launch of the Congressional A ward, a 

new national program for youth. 

The Congressional A ward ( Public Law 96-114) was established by the United 

States Congress to recognize the initiative, achievement and voluntary public service 

of young Americans, aged 14-23, thro~gh the award of Bronze, Silver and Gold 

Congressional Award Medals. 

Minnesota was selected to develop a two-year Congressional Award pilot 

program prior to its expansion on a national basis. 

Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr. (R. Tenn.), Senate Majority Leader; Rep. Thomas 

P. O'Neill, (D.Mass.), The Speaker of the House; Rep. Robert H. Michel, (R. Ill.), 

House Republican Leader, joined Sen. Byrd in commending the Minnesota business 

community for funding the private program. 

At a 1 uncheon for business and ci vie leaders on June 29th, Sen. Byrd will give a 

keynote address on ''The Need for Priva~ and Public Sector Co-operation in Support of 

Voluntary Organizations." 

Govemor Albert H. Quie has designated June 29th as Congressional Award Day 

in Minnesota. 

Sen. Byrd will be joined by W. Clement Stone, chairman of Combined Insurance 

Company of America and chairman of the Congressional Award national board in 

accepting the first Congressional Medals struck in the United States. 
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Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Spe:i.ker. I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2357. introduced 

by Congressman BoB :MxCF...EL on 
March 24, provides for an increase in 
the number a! members of the Con
gressiorul A ward Board. An identical 
bill. S. 957, introduced by Senator . 

nesota delegation· has been very sup• 
portive of the pilot program. and I un
derstand it was worked out quite welL 

The Congressional Award Board 
feels that the program is now ready to 
be extended on a nationwide basis, and · 
the purpose o! expanding the size o! 
the board is thus to generate a broad
er spectrum o! support, both geo-CONGRESSIONAL AWA .. 'l'.?D ACT 

BYRD of West Vir~inia, passed the full 
Senate Wl2.I1imously by voice vote on 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I move March 24. . 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill . The Congressional A ward Act, 
CE.P.. 2357) to provide for an increase Public Law 96-114., developed by my 
in the number of members o! the Con- distini.uished colleague, PAUL SIMON, 
gre.;sional Award Board, and for other ·11:as enacted on November 16. 1979. 
purposes. as a.mended. Mr. SIMON'S work on this bioartisan 

The Clerk re:i.d as follows: legislation has made it poss.ible for 
H.R. Z351 young adults throughout our country 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of to be recognized for their initiative 
li.r;,rcsentatii·es of the United States of and achievement in the areas of public 
Amcnca in Con!7ress c:ssc,mblcd. That <a.> service, personal development. and 
subsection (al of section 4 of the Con.rres- physical fitness. 
s10nal Awa.rd Act <Public Law 9&-lH: 2 The act esLablishes a Congressional 
U.S.C. S03tall is amended-
. Cll by strik.m~ out •·seventeen·· in the Award Board to· administer a congre:;-
matter preceding the colon in pa.rai;raph cu sional award program where· young 
2.nd inserting in lieu thereof "'thirty-three••; adults between the ages o! 14 and 23 

C2> by striking out "Four" in clauses CA). may rece.ive a Congressional Medal for 
CB>. CC>. a.nd CD> of paragraph Cl> and in- participation in voluntary actiyities by 
sertmg in lieu thereof "'Eight": a.nd satisfying the standards o! achieve

CJ> by striking out '"or the Committee for ment established by the Board. H.R. 
the Establishment a.nd Promotion o! the 
Cor.~=ional A'll.·ard'.' in puai;rraph ,21• 2357, the legislation before us today, 

Cbl Subsection (bi of section -t of such Act would increase the number o! mem-
cz u.s.c. 803Cbll is amended- hers serving on the Board from 17 to 

Cll by striking out '"Appointed" at the~ 33. Board members, who .are seiected 
i:inr.ini; of such subsection a.nd inserting in from the majority and minority lead• 
lieu thereof "Except a.s provided in para- ership of the · U.S. House of Repre
::::-aph C2l. appointed"; sentatives and the U.S. Senate, are 

C2l by inserting a.t the end thereof Lhe fol- leaders in business and community af. 
lov:mg new parai=raph: . 

··c2, Individuals a1>POinted to the Board !airs throughout the country. The 
after March 31. 1983. shall serve for te:ms Board is privately Iunded -and may 
of two yean.": and seek funds only from sources other 

C3l by inserting "'(ll'' after "'Cbl". and by than the Federal Gm•ernment. An in• 
rtocs:;:nating p:u-airr-a;:,hs Cll. C2l. and CJ> as crease in the size of the Board would, 
suopara.;.aphs (Al. <Bi. and CCJ. respective- further promote the prop-am by en• 

lyS!:c. 2. Not'll:;ths,andini: the pro\·isions of courai;ing more hi1:hly vi.s ible national 
section 4. o! the congressional Award Act c2 reco~ition for youth who cor.:.ribute 
u.s.c. SOJ>. relatiog to the terms o! indivld- to the betterment of their community 
uals appointed to the Congressional Awa.rd through volunteerism and public serv
Boarc!. the sixteen additional members to q,e ice. 
appointed to the Bo:i.rd pursuant to the 1 strongly urge my colleagues to sup. 
:.imendments made by the first section of port this amendment before us today. 
U1is Act shall be appointed for terms as fol• Mr. ERLENBORN. l\1r. Speaker, I 
io""-s: h d ' . d 

Cll Six members shall be :i.ppointed for yield 3 minutes to t e istrni;u~he 
terms of two years. Republican leader, the gentleman 

(2 1 Five members shall be appointed for from Illinois CJ\.1r. M1Clil:L). 
terrr.s o! four years. CMr. MICHEL asked and was g:iven-

CJl Five members shall be appointed for permission to revise and extend his re• 
terms o! six yea.rs. marJr.s.) . 
Thereafter such members shall be appoint-- l\1r. MICHEL. Mr. Speaker. let me 
ed for terms ot two years. first of all express appreciation to the 

The SPEAKER. Is a second demand- committee for expediting action on 
cd? this bllL 

Mr. ERLENBORN. Mr. Speaker, I It 1s a noncontroversial measure 
demand a second. · which simply increases the size o! the 

The SPEAKER. Without objection. Congressional Award"Board from 17 to 
a second will be considered as ordered. 33 ,nembers. An identical bill passed 

There was no objection. the Senate on March 24. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman The Congressional A ward Act was 

from Pennsylvania CMr. MURPHY> will passed in the 96th Congress. It seeks 
be recognized for 20 minutes, and the to establish an award system which 
!!C:;:itieman from Illinois C-Mr. E

0

RLEN• recognizes young people for meritori
nOR'.'il will be recog-nized for 20 min- ous service and outstandini; achie,·e• 
ut.rs. menl. One mig-ht compare it in some 

Tht- Chair reco;:r.izes the i;entlcman respects to the YMCA :and scouting 
!rorn Pcnn::;yh·ania CMr. MURPHY). programs. 

CMr. MURPHY a.~ked :ind was {?h·en To date. we h:i.ve had only one pro-
pe.rmL,;;:iion to re\'ise and extend his re• gram in operation under the a::t. a 
r:.n.rks.) pilot proi;ram in Minnesota. The Min-

i;raphically, pro:;rammatically, and 
with respect to funding. . 

I understand that the board hopes 
to have coni;T"'...ssional award progra.TD.S 
in 20 congressional districts by the end 
of the year. A Congressional A 11:ard 
Council would be .established in each 
district. with the Member of Coni;ress 
serving as honorary chairman., 

The council v..ill set up the ' proi;ram 
in its district, establishing procedur::s 
by which young people can apply to 
participate in the program and be 
nominated for outstanding achieve
ment. Both gold and bronze awards 
will be granted. v.itb the ultimate goal 
being some 300 awards per district. 

I believe this v.-ill prove tb be a 
worthy program_ and expanding the 
size of the board will help us to broad
en support and get it oU the ground. 
There will be no cost to the Govern
ment. I urge support for the bill.· 

Mr. ERLENBORN. Mr. Speaker. I 
~:ield rnysel!_ such time as I may con• 
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, you v;-fil recall we es
tablished the Congressional Award in 
the 96th Congress to recoi;nize the ini
tiative, achievement, and voluntary 
public service of young Americ:i."15 
throui;h the awarding of special 
medals. Payinr: tribute to these yo:.:ng 
men and women in this way encour
ages them to use their time in a pos
tive and producti\'e way end should in• 
spire other young people to follow the 
splendid example they set. T'ne med:i.l 
is earned aft.er successful completion. 
within certain time limits. of an indi• 
vidualized. noncompetitive program in 
such areas as public sen-ice, physical 
and expedition fitness. or approved 
personal interest. T'ne goals are to pro
•,;ide voluntary service to other:. 2.nd to 
the community, to develop personal 
interests, social. and employment 
skills-through apprenticeship pro
grams, for example-and to improve 
personal health, fitness., and leader
ship skills. 

Tne program is conducted -under the 
auspices of- a national board of direc
tors appointed by the joint congres
sional leadership. By law. no Federal 
subsidies are permitted. This is a regis-- · 
tered, tax-exempt charitable ·organiza• 
tion funded solely by private and cor
porate donations. 

Mr. Speaker, what we seek to do 
here today by passage oi R.R. :?357 is 
increa.£e the size of tne Con~ressio:-ial 
Awardz Board from 17 to 34 members 
and change the term of service to 2 
years. The bill was introduced by r:,y 
esteemed coll~ague from Illinois. Mr. 
}.1ICHEL. and has bipartisan suoport. 
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An identical measure was approved by~-ism and public senice. At this time It is a program which challenges our 
the other body in March. when many Americans have Ques- you.ng people to test their own limitS. 

At the present time, board members tioned the Quality of today's youth. I YotJ.ng men and women who accept 
are serving staggered 2-, 4-, and 6-year believe these are importaDt Qualities this challenge set their own goals in: 
terms. The 16 additional. newly-ap- to instill in the leaders of tomorrow, Community service, physical fitness. 
pointed members v;ould serve stag- for their own good and for the good of exploration and expedition, and per-
gered terms. but. subseQuent appoint- our country. sonal interests. 
ments would be for a term of 2 years. I 'l.."ant to share with you an experi- At !he end of their self-test period. 
The board members are appointed by ence I had some time ago in conjunc- their accomplishments are measurt-d 
the joint leadership o! the Congress. tion with this program. an e:>..-perience against their original goals. By testing 
as I have already said. that filled me with enthusiam ior the and impro..,ing themselves, these 

To date, the progr-,..m has operated awards program and for what program young people are improving America. 
only in Minnesota. That State was se- can do for America's youth. The program also involves the rest 
lected to develop a 2-year pilot pro- I spoke at the Willmar Junior High of the co=unity. Teachers, minis
gram prior to its ex-pansion on a na- School about this proi;ram.. Normally, ters. business leaders. adult sponsor.s
tional basis. A number o! our col- a jW1ior high school aged group is not the entire·co=unity gets w;:-apped up 
leagues from Minnesota have been in- noted !or its attentiveness. But to my in this program. 
volved in the congressional award pro- surprise, th.is group o! young me.n and However, the con1;ressional award 
gram and have praised its success. women was attentive, enthusi.2.stic and program does not involve Feder:u dol-

The hope now is to interest other respectful They were genuinely inter- la.rs. The entire program is run on the 
p3.rts o! the coW1try in · the program. ested in this program.. There was not a volunteer efforts of the com.--:::iunity 
The increase in board membership is hint of cynicism or apathy to be found and the conuibutions of sponsors. 
considered necessary to broaden. repre- in that room that day, and I was proud 1 have seen the COO.."!"essional award 
.sentation for fundraising purposes, as to be among those young people. at work.. Bemidji. Minn., volW1teered 
well as to reach out to persons already Today, we hear it said that there are 
workinir with young people to assist in no suitable role models for our young to be the first pilot community in my 

! . ...,___ district to sponsor the program. development o this pro~ .r"-:""~ge people, . and tha.t somehow tod3.y's 
of H.R. 2357 should help m obtain!Dg vouth lacks the dedication and drive Fifty-four students applied for the 
b,oad private sector funding and sup- wd determination that typified earli- prop-am .µst year. They set personal 
pan fer the conFessional 3:v.·ards. er generations. goals, so tha.t they could compete 

I favor the bill and. believe it pro- I do r.ot buy that for am.mute. a~ the=i.selves. instead o! each 
vides for youn_g people a good_ means Today's youth is as capable and con- other. 
o! ?emonst:-:itmg and furthe~g ~he cerned and committed as any genera- The adults in Een:.idji have also been 
b2.S1c values of u:ork. sel!-d:.s:::iplme, tion that preceded them. And the cnthusiz..qic:, actively s-:.:.pporting the 
a nd voluntary sernces. . . ;;-here are the role models for today's participants. 
• Mr. \VEBER. :Mr. Speaker, it_ is. a young people? Right at the next desk During the p:ist year. the young 
pleasure to speak on ~ehal! of t~IS bill in school, or in the same Boy Scout people have learned what it takes to 
and also the cor.grf:S!:lo~ a.waras P_r': troop, or in the choir at church. set and meet high personal goals. Be
i;ram associated :---1th 1t. I was pnVl- The con~essional awards program cause the standards are rii;orous, not 
le~ed to be the first Mem_ber of Con- reaffirms our confidence in the youth everyone can complete the program. 
gTess to present a coni.ress1onal award. f t . b t . ls hall ,,.., th Only 40 of !he original Si students are 

That presentation took place at the O ooay, u 15 a . 0 c • eno-5 em still on t.hiS toui;h schedule. But otl::.er 
Minnesota State Capitol in St. Paul on to do better, to give more of them- students are sign.:;:ig- up for next ye:i.r. 
September ZS. 1982. I was fonunate s~h·es. and to urge their fnen::l.s to do In March. I met the first two v.i..ri
enough ·to be able to present fi'l'e tne same. 
bo=e and ·seven silver awards to 12 As Members of Coni;ress, we often ners o! the bronze medal. which repre-

constituents from Willmar hear abou~ matt~rs we do not deal sent.s the first level of achievement. 
young • .-,th to tne sat1Sfactlon of voters. Bryan Vold l!lld Amy Crompton have 
ML'1.!l. b . h . Toda"'. you v;ill have an opponunity oth said that they will continue t. e1r 

I strongly believe that awards such J ff r · '"' h --• · · to support a program that will afn:-ct e orts or u.g er persou..u acnieve-
as these a.re needed to recognize the many lh·es in the ~-ears ahead. Each ment. and the sih•er medaL 
commitment of our youth to personal 
excellence and outstanding citizen- person touched by this a.;-ards pro- The volunteer efforts of t~e adults 
ship. The congressional a,;,;-ard offers gram will be enriched as a. result, be · in Bemidji have alzo been positive. A 
young men and women, and those who they the young people recognized for renewed sense of communitY .has been 
work with them. an opportunity to their community actinties, the recipi- created by supporting the young 
have their accomplishments property ents of the ser.-ices prO\i.ded by those people -g,·ho are meeting their 0\':11 
recognized here in Washington a.,d in young people. or the adults who super- goals. 
their o-..-n local communities. vise the program. · Bemidji State University has rec.og-

The cc:')g!'eS3ional awards prog:-a.In is Give our yot:th the tools they need nized the contributions that the ccn-
es;:eci:..!::; si;;nificant because it offers to excel. gr~iooal award is making in sh:?.ping 
this recognition. and highlights these Support this pro:;-ram w·hich oper• and i.!:!:pro,ing our students. The uni
accomplishments, a.t a time when ates strictly ~ithout Federal f-:mds. versity is considering making the con
young people are a.t a crossro..ds in Let us truly be leaders in expanding g:ressional a,;,;-ard part o! its internship 
their lives. The road they choose to this partnership between Congress, proi;;::ram to earn credits. 
travel can :;bape their futures, and our the private sector, and the American I cannot speak highly.enough of the 
Nation's. people. . positive effects of the congression:<l 

That we are considering this legisla- Above all. allow our young people- award on a panicipating community. 
tion shortly after the publication o! and our Nation-to develop and grow Everyone benefits. 
the report o.t the National Co=ission to the full potential -that we know As we consider the expansion o! the 
on E::tcellence in Education is. I think, they both have. congressional award today. I can speak 
sigr..!icant. The congressional av.ards Thank you. Mr. Speaker.• in the warmest words about the people 
pro~ of!ers· young people a tangi- • Mr. STANGEL.4..ND. Mr. Speaker, who make this possible. Politic1l and 
ble re .. ard ior workini; both to help today we are discussing the expansion economic differences are bridged when 
others. .i.nd to help the::!1.Selves. . of the congressional a\\.-a.rd program, we see how good it is to help young 

The congressional a;.ards program which is just completing its first year men and women to structure their ef
seek.s to impress upon our young men in the pilot State of l\finnesota. The forts and meet goals which serve the 
and women the importance of self-dis- congressional award program was community and strengthen their 
cipline, initiative. character, volW1teer- sanctioned by Congress last year. bodies and their interests. 

,. 
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I urge my colleagues to support the 

congressional award program and to 
encourage the communities in their 
own districts to volunteer for the pro
~ram. 

Thank you.e 
CENDtAL LL\ff 

Mr. ERLENBORN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem
bers may have 3 legislative days in 
which to extend their remarks on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection 
to the request o! the gentleman from 
Illinois? 

There was no objection. · 
Mr. ERLENBORN. Mr. Speaker, 

having no further requests for time. I 
vield back the balance of my time. 
. 1,lr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker. I have 
no further requests for time. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania <Mr. MURPHY) that 
the Bouse suspend the rules and pass 
the bill. R.R. 2357. as amended. /,:"-_ _ 

The question was taken. • 
:Mr. McDONALD. Mr. Speaker, on 

that I deIIl:lnd the yeas and nays'. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursu:mt to clause 

5 of rule I. and the Chair's prior an
nouncement. further proceedings on 
lhis motion will be postponed. 

CONGRESSIONAL AW.ARD ACT 
The SPEAKER. pro tempore. The 

pen:iing business is the question o! 
suspending .the rules and passing the 
bi!!. H.R. 2357. as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bilL 
The SPF4KER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion o!iered by 
the gentleman .from Pennsylvania C:Mr. 
MURPHY) that the Bouse suspend the 
rules ..nd pass the bill. 'H.R. 2357, as 
a.--nended. on which the yeas and nays 
are ordered. 

Tne vote 11.:as -taken by electronic 
device, and there were-yeas 275. nays;· 
2. not voting 155, as follov.-s: 

Ackerman 
Albosl& 
Anderson 
Anare-.·s C'IXI 
Arcner 
Badnun 
Bo.mud 
BaLema.n 
Batrs 
B"oell 
Beiien.son 
B<,nnctt 
Bcrcui.er 
Bttnune 

· B liit"Y 
Bo~p 
BoJ&nd 
Boner 
Denki 
Roxer 
hrc~u!'! 
I!ntt 
:1roo,u; 
klc:io:nl1cld 
Brov.-n ICAI 
:Sro,.-n I COi 
l;ro,·hiU 
Dr~·anL 
:bunon 
Ci,rnt, 
Carpa 
CatT 
Cha.ndler 

CRoll No. 90] . 

YE.A....c::.....:m; . . 
Dellums 
Derrick 
D eWine 
Oieltm.son 
D:clU 
Dixon 
Oonncll7 
Doraan 
Do.vney 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Durbin 
Dwy~r 
O\"mall1 
L>y.son 
:Eu~ar 
:Edwo.rds CCA) 
Eni:hsh 
Er,~noom 
E-.aru UA> 
L -..an:-; \lL' 
F"-SceU 
Fz.z.10 
F 1c:::i:cr 
F1sh 
F !ir.00 
F iono 
f'Dl~Y 
F·ard CTN> 
PorsYl.he . 
F;:iwler 
hlllll 
f'rnnklin 

Hall CIN> 
Hall.Sam 
H;unil!an 
H;unmerschmidt 
Ha.nee 
Huuen CID> 
H>.nnctt 
lin1lt1N 
Hertel 
H:;nto•-er 
niicr 
Hilla 
Ht>ll 
Hook.ins 
lion on 
Hubba.rd 
Hucnt:S 
HUll.O 
H,·ae 
lre ,:a.r.d 
Jrr.,uro 
Jonf"S ,sc, 
Jor,r,:; ,oK, 
Jt'nf"i :TN1 
t:3:lLUr 
K>., -cn 
Kas~cr.:neat-r 
Kazcn 
Ke::,p 
Kcnne.ll7 
K1loee 
Kinanesa 
Kostmayer 

Cn:ippie Fre:i.:el Krz.."ner 
Clay FTOSt Lahlce 
Chn~er F'uoua Lz.•oma.rs1no 
Co,~man CMO> G•~·dos l..a.'llDS 
Cc.!hns Gejcen,an Leach 
Conable Gel<u Lent 
Conrer Gcohartlt L<-t·in 
Core-or.in Gibbaru u,·11as 
Couah!Jn Gliclun:ui Le1t·15 CCAI 
Couner Gan=.ic:: t.,,11.·nCFL> 
Cr,yne Ga~ Llptrukl 
D"Amaun Gnt.dison u,·,ni,swn 
Dnnnemeyer Green Lloyd 
Dava Gund:rson Locmer 

LonecLAr Ottinrer Snowe 
Lott Pa.i:u.rd So.Lan 
Lo-.,erY C CA) Pat.mJLD Spence 
l.owryCWAI Pease Spntt 
Luiu h'l.'11 StGcnnalll 
l.w<en Prrl::.ma Suri< 
Lunrn:D Peut Stn.tU>D 
Maelt Price. Stump 
llls.rl<e1 Pntchud Sunoauist 
Mzrr1ott Rahall s-..·m 
t.!.a.run CIL> - Ra.tchford Ta.uke 
l\urunCNC) P.a1 TaU%lD 
Mat.sul Re1Nla Thom:LSCCAI 
Mavroules PJcn2rcisOD Thomo..s CGA) 
MtClllldJCSS Rob111Son Tomcelli 
McClosi:e1 Roe To,.:ns 

- M:Dade Roemer Traxler 
McDcrwd P..orers 'O<WI 
McEwen RD.se Va.leotine 
McKlllnc, Ronenxowslcl V .a.nder J lLZt 
l\1::.'iu1t1 Fult.h V a.nce~1U 
IJ1chel ft.ou.itcm& Vcnt.o 
Mme.a Ro,.l.:r.nd Vol.i:.mer 
Mini.sh Russo V uc:anovich 
Mitchell SuryCT Wa.li;n:n 
M0a.k.1ej Scneuer Wa.lr.a . 
Monn:ui &hneider Weba 
Monl~ome17 Schumer We:ss 
Moo<1J &i.Dtllulc Woca.t 
Moo~ 5,:ns,enbrcnner Whitehurst 
Moorhead Sh.umoD WhJtux.c:r 
Morrison CCT) Snup Whltlctl 
1'4ornson /WAI · Snaw Wmll 
Mun>h1 She.lt>J Wtrlh 
l,krlh& Shum-.::11 Wisc 
Mr:~ s,~aru.J Wolf 
Natcher SilJa.nder Wolpe 
1'eal Sisisq Wn~n1 
N1,:n0ls Skeen Wylie 
N itison S1tell0n Yatron 
Ou:ir S latter., Y ounr L'i..'tl 
Oe<:rsur SmilhCFL>· Youn£ <FL> 
Ooey Smllh c:r,,-=:J Z-a.biockl 
O lm Sr:lith CNJ> :Z..cn:au 
umx 5.mitll. Roi>er1. 

NAYS-2 
Schroeder · Wilh= l?.:T) 

May 9, 1983_ 

NOT VOTING-155 
Addabbo Gi!ma.n O'Bnen 
A~:ua Gw,rieh OweN 
Alex:iria,:r Goo:1hoc Oxie7 
Andreu me, Gn..ami :f-.a.neua 
Annu:wo Gny h..-ris 
Anlhnn7 Grcu P:a.<haya.a 
Applci,:a.te GuarinJ Pa.~t.c. .. OD 
AspiD Hall com hul 
AuCoiD li2.ll.Ra.Joh. P:pi:,er· 
.Bz..-nes Ha.n.scn !UT) Pickle 
.B.zr.lctt B:ark:n f-on.er 
E:nr.:an Hz.:Tison J-ursell 
ae,·1u E:.:.:ncr Quillen 
B1a.:r:t Heiner Rxn11d 
Butnl<IS E~td Reid 
Bcx:h1:n lio,.z.r-d Rij1e 
Bo:uor- Ho)tt R1nAl~o 
Bonker lluuab1 Ritter 
Bo.sco F11,.r11;/ Rob<,n.s 
Boucher Ja.,:o Rociino 
Byron Jefford.& Royb:al 
Cz..71obell Jonnwn Rudd 

-Cnapoell K02ovsell Sa.Do 
Cneney Kolter Sivage 
CJ:ailte l.a:La ~CJ'l~dcr 
Co21s l.La!.ll Scnulu 
Coelho LenmanCCAI Shusla 
Cole::r.an rnc1 Lenr-..an (,L) SJmon 
Come Le1>11d Smith IL-\) 
C:nyers Lnme &'"Ilit.'>. Denn7 
Cn.ir LonrlMD) Sm·aer 
enn .. D7..niel l.undJne Soiomon 
Crane. Plill:J) M:a.:K.1.7 S~ren 
CToc«.ett M.&DIC'lD S-..:anreiand 
Oa.niel Mui=~ Stenholm 
D:LSc.hle .M.:a.'"1.in<h-YI SLD1.c:s 
0:a.ub 111:a..~ Stud:is 
de la Gar,:a =u S yn:ar 
Dinicll Mc~ T:a.llan 
0011:dy McCoU:im Taylor 
E.z.rly M.."'Curd7 Terres 
Ec~a.rt M~Gr%.tb Watiuns 
Ec-..-ar:uC.A.LI l\::..Tiu;:h Waxman 
~;a.-:a.ras!OKI l.!:E.ema.n We11vet 
E...T-er~on Mica Wnitle7 
E.rd.re:ch M1'ulsl::I • Wil.l:z..'%l5C0Hl 
Fe:.t:nan Mlcer CCAI W:ii.sDD 
Ferr;iro M:iliorCOH) Wortl.,7 
Fields t.1oliob..a.n Wyaen 
F·oirl.letl& ~k i' ........ 
f'Drd !MD Ncacn i'ounirCMOI 
Garaa Nowak 

.M.r. L-\GO:l'<il?..SINO changed his 
vote fro:n "na:," to •·yea." 

So·<two-thirds h.a,ing voted in favor 
thereon the rules -;.•ere suspended and 
the bill. as l!.!Ilended. •;;:as p:?.SSed. 

The r-..sult o! the vote was z.n. 
nounced as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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. Mr. MOR.PHY. Mr. Speaker. I 2.Sk 
unanimous consent that the Commit
tee on Education and Labor be dis- -
charged tram further consideration o! 
the Senate bill CS. 957) to provide for 
an increase in the number o! members 
o! the Congressional A ward Board. 
:ind for other purposes. and ask for its 
im.""!lediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title o! the 
Senate bilL 

The SPE..-'\KER pro tempore. Is 
the~ objecticn to the request of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the Sen:ite bill., as. 

fo).lov:s: 
S:957 

Be in =a.cud bv the Se-na.te ::me! Howse of 
Rep~rntc.tive.s al United Sta.ta of A menca. 
in Convre.t.s =emb~c!. That <a, subsection 
1a> of section -l o! the Congressional A-;:ard 
Act (Public Law 96-114;-2 U.S.C. 803 ta)) is 
z.mended-

Cll by striking- out ··seventeen" in :he 
m.:..tter precedini. the colon in paragrap~ Cl) 
:ind Inserting in ;ieu thereof .. thin;r-thr~e"; 

C2l l:>y strikinr out "Four" in clau:;es · \l. 
CB), CC). and CD) o! paragra;::,h Cl) and in• 
sertini: in lieu thereof "Eizht":· and 

CJ> by .striking out "ot the Committee !or 
the Establishment and Promotion -0f ~he 
Congressional Award" in p~agraph C2l. 

<bl Subsection <b> of section 4 of such ;-.ct 
C2 U.S.C. 803 Cb)) is amended-

Cl) by strikinr out ··appol.Ilted"' at the be
ginninr of such subsection and insertin1r in 
lieu th~reo! "'Except as provided in pa.ra
i;raoh (2). appointed": and 

C:!) by insertinr at the end therof the fol
lo·;.-'..ng new paragraph: 

"C2> lndlviduals appointed to the Board 
aJter :t-.iart:h 31. 1983. shall serve for terms 
of two yea.rs.". 

S:.:c. 2.. Notwtthst.andini; the provisions o! • 
~cct:on 4 of the Congressional Award Act (2 · 
i::.3.C. 803l. r-elatinr to the terms of individ
uals 2.t'?Ointed to the Congressional Award 
Bo::i.rd. the sixteen additional members to be 
appointed to the Boa.rd pursuant to the 
amenc!:ments marle by the first section of 
~his Act shall be appointed for ten:lS as fol
lows: 

Cl> Six members shall be :i.;:,pointed for 
terms of two yea.r3. 

C:!l Five members shall l:>e appointed for 
terr!ls of four ye:irs. 

CJ) Five members shall be appointed for 
:enns of six yea.rs. 
Thereaiter such members shall be appoint
ee! for terms of two years. 

MonoN OF"TD!Cl BY MR. MURPHY 

Mr. ?-.IURPHY. :Mr. Speaker. I offer 
a motion. 

The Clerk read as fo!lov.-s: 
Mr . .?.~UR!'HY moves to strike out a!l after 

tht' enac:~mg clause of the Senate bill. S. 
~57. and tO insert in lieu thereof the orcwi• 
,ions of the bill. H.R. 2357. as p.:i.ssc-d. 

The :r:1otion was agreed to. 
The Senate bill was ordered to be 

re2d :a th ird time. was re::id the third 

time. and passed. and a motion :.o re
consider was laid on the table. 

A similar House bill CH.R.. 2357, '\"",as 
laid on the table. 

},,fay 9, 1983 

.r 
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"I get to stanl next to a legend," . 
said mistress of ceremonies Phyllis 
George Brown, snuggling closer to 
Sen. Jennings Randolph (O- W. Clement StontJ Phylli, Brown and John McMillian; bi Joel Jµchardson · 

W .Va.). .' 
"A living legend," Randolph em

ph11Sized._ 
It brought a laugh from the 

crowd of several hundred last night 
at the Washington Hilton Hotel, 
where . @ $1,000-a-plate dinner 
kicked off the national program of 
the three-year-old· Congressional 

. Award program. · ·· ·· 
The dinner raised $700,000 and 

featured the presentation by Ran
dolph of private sector initiative 
awards to the financially supportive 
Combined International Corp., 
North~est Energy Co., and R.J . . 
Reynolds Industries Inc. Each · 
firm's chief executive officer-W. 
Clement Stone, John G. McMi.1-
lian and J. Paul Sticht, respective
ly-is a member of the Congression
al Award national board:McMillian 
serves as board chairman, and Phyl-

f , ' . -

. ' 
lis Brown's husband, Gov. John Y. 
Brown Jr. of Kentucky, who did 
not attend ("he's home babysitting," 
his wife told Randolph), is vice 
chairman. Another board member, 
singer Dinah Shore, was the eve
ning's star entertainment. 

Established by Congress in 1979 
, for American youth between _the 
· ages of 14 and 23, the privately 

fu_)lded nonprofit program is de
signed . to . promote initiative, 
achievement and excellence through 
voluntary public service, persona1 
development and· physical fitness. . 

The national program,. expected 
to start early Rext year, will be pat
terned after a pilot project that was 
launched in MiMesota last year. 
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Corporations &nswer 
_ the_ .~rv-. ~f _ youtt,._~\\;~·:\::-t?:/l-:. · 

· In a time when handouts are 
- rare, public-spirited corpora

tions are joining forces to keep 
young people off the streets. . . 

"During this slow economic 
time, when youth don't have · 
some of the opportunities ordt-: 
narily available to them, they ·_ 
are crying out for something to 
do," says John McMillian. 
chairman of Northwest Energy 
Corp. -,- the Alaska Pipeline 
deal maker - and chairman 
of the Advisory Council for the 
Congressional Awards. Pro- • 

. gram. · . . . . --~t:~\ , . . By Jeanne Merklin, Special for USA TODAY 

The nationwide awards pro- MCMILLIAN: Helping . -, _! _ 

gram was launched with a .. . -,, , . . . . . . .- . , . 
$1,000-a-plate diMer in Wash- · gl"e$lonal districts.· ' · ·· ' .·_:· • 
ington, D.C., Tuesday night It Is - Corporate sponsors get no 
designed to foster self-<levelop- medals but receive a commu-· 
ment In teen-agers by having nity service program and con
them do volunteer work or par- tact with legislators In areas 
tldpate In physical fitness pro,; where the firm has operations. · 
grams or career internships For two years, Minnesota, 
with community organimtlons. whose private sector has a rep-

Depending on how they per- utation for generosity, has 
form in the program. partici- been the testing ground for the 1 
pants can win bronze, silver or program. The late Hubert i 
gold medals awarded by the Humphrey, a Minnesotan,_: 

-member of Congress In wba;e • helped nurse the idea, and 
district the work ls done. Ini- · · eventually it was sponsored by 
tially, the program will be con- -. former Rep. Albert Qule,· now 
ducted in 20 percent or con- -· governor of Minnesota. · - ·. ". , . './ :. .:~ 

,;., 
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Dinah:·--b~C/could be· finer 
·. I 

• . By Tim Dillon, Special for USA TODAY 

· SHORE: Preparing for the Congressional Awards . Dinner 
Tuesday, Dinah Shore lunched with Washington, O.C., "people ·1 
pundits" as she calls them, including humorist Art Buchwald. 
Shore hoped to gamer some capital jokes, but found "there's 
nothing funny about Washington anymore"~ not Reaganomics 

, or last week's anti-Klan riot. . . .-; , ~ .. '. :_ ..,_ ;; :·, ,-.:·- ,,. ,. , · ·• --:•: :;;> I) 

.. .. ... ., .. . . .... , _._ ..... . ~ .. 

USA Today, 
December 1 , 1982 

----------- -- -- - ---
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By Richard Klein 
Whether you find Congress to 

be tightfisted or generous, you 
must admit solons have been re
latively stingy about allowing the 
use of the world "Congressional" 
in many awards. All the more rea
son to take notice when they do. 

The Congressional Award is 
such a distinction. The award has 
been established as the nation's 
highest recognition of the initia
tive, achievement and voluntary 
service of American youth and it 
is the first award to be designated 
"Congressional" since the Medal 
of Honor for military valor in 
1862. 

At a breakfast meeting to en
courage the private sector to help 
:,,oung Americans achieve their 
goals by responding to the Con
gressional Awards call to service. 
House Minority Leader Robert 
Michel <R-Ill l said "It's a call to 

service to American youth to con
tribute their energy, and their 
talents and their enthusiasm to 
the betterment of themselves, 
their neighborhoods and their 
countcy." 

Chairman of the Congressional 
Awards N at.ional Board, W. Cle
ment Stone, announced at the 
breakfast that Washington D.C. 
would host the organizations' 
second annual benefit dinner on 
November 30, 1982. The dinner 
will take place at the Hilton 
Hotel. . 

What Rep. Michel refers to as a 
"good news program," · the Con
gressional Award is a voluntary, 
non-competitive program with 
each participant evaluated on his 
or her individual goal achieve
ments in four activities: volun
tary .public/community service, 
personal interests. physical fit
ness anci expeditions. 

Washington, D.C. 25e August 5, 1982 

The program is open to Amer- ' . 
ican youth, aged 14 to 23, whether The program intends t? ~!l?w 
they be physically fit or handi- youth to ex_Plore t_he poss1b1h~ies 
capped, affluent O r dis- [or adult hf~ while_ ch_a~lengu~g 
advantaged. A written commit- chem to multiply their ~i~1zenship 
ment to pursue program goals COII?,mitmen\ pe:rsona1 interests 
within a given time allows the and work sh 1~ · 

; participant to achieve a bronze, The program began in Novemb
' silver or gold medal of perform- er 1979, when both the House and, 
ance. Kendall Stewart, Director Senate unanimously passed Pub
of Government Relations for the lie Law 96-114, the Congressionai 
Congressional Awards, points out Award Act. A pilot program was 

1 that the award is not won, but launched in Minnesota m Sep
earned. The integrity of the medal tember 1980 and participants be-

1 is embodied in the slogan "Any- gan to apply in March 1981. 
one can earn this medal, but few Currently, there are 220 par-
will." ticipants and on September 25, 

"After a generation or more in the first awards will be presented. 
which young Americans have At ceremonies at the state capitol 
been told that government exists in St. Paul , Minnesota, 16 medals 
to give them -what they need. will be awarded; six silver and 10 
here ' s a Congressionally- bronze. 
sponsored program telling them 

, that they must be willing to give 
. of themselves.'' said Rep. Michel. 

Tony Culley-Foster, National 
Director for the program, said he 
hopes the program will be nation
wide by 1990. Plans have already 
begun to establish a Colorado 
Congressional Award program. 

: Culley-Foster also said that t he 
first gold medal presentation, 
sometime in May or June of 1983, 
will hopefully take place in Wash 
ington D.C., with 10 partic~pant: 
eligible to receive the gold medal 

The program, by law, will be 
funded entirely by private dona
tions and may not receive any 
government subsidies. Culley
Foster said that the private sector 
!J,nd the Congress have been ex
tremely responsive in their bi
partisan support. In his speech to 
encourage private sector support 
of the program and the idea of 
volunteerism, Rep . Miche l 
said,"As I see it, my mission with 

· the Congressional A ward is to 
recognize the productivity and 
accomplishments of young Amer
icans who earn these awards, and 
to beat the drum and actively sup
port this call to service in the 
national interest." 

Along with Rep. Michel, House 
Speaker Thomas O'Neill (D
Mass), Senate Majority Leader 
Howard Baker (R-Tenn) and Sen-

. ate Minority Leader Robert Byrd 
(D-WV a) form the Congressional 
~~~J.oint Leadership Commis-



<fillyc @on!Jrcssional J\fuarh 
Joint Leadership Commission 

THOMAS P. O'NEILL, JR . . 
The Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. 
Majority Leader 
United States Senate 

ROBERT C. BYRD 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 

ROBERT H. MICHEL 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 

On behalf of the Congressional Award Joint Leadership Commission and 
the National Board of Directors, we are pleased to submit the 
Congressional Award 1981 Annual Report to the members of the United 
States Senate and the United States House of Representatives. 

The Congressional Award was established by Public Law 96-114 on 
November 16, 1979, and our National Board of Directors held its inaugural 
meeting in The Capitol, Washington, D.C., on September 9, 1980. 

The year 1981 has been a positive one for the Congressional Award. The 
partnership effort by Congress and the private sector to develop this 
program in the national interest of our youth has produced excellent 
results. 

Our Congressional Award initiative was launched through a pilot program 
in the state of Minnesota. We commend all members of the Minnesota 
Congressional Delegation for their active support of this project and look 
forward to the Congressional Award program being established in two 
additional states in 1982. 

~- -✓~~ 
r~ard H. Baker, Jr. 

Majority Leader 
United States Senate 

C. Byrd 
Minority Leader 
United States Senate 

Publlc Law 96-114 
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