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THE WHITE HOUSE 

' Office of the Press Secretary 
(Phoenix, Arizona) 

For Immediate Release 

REHARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 

bGVk C-,/...._P 

~ h"f i,·,#.d' 
1,-4,r,e,,.,.r p.... ,,,,,. . 2 • s--

r1ay 6, 1983 

TO THE 112TH ANNUAL HEMBERS BANQUET 
OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 

1 : 02 P .i•1 . f'IST 

Phoenix Civic Plaza 
Phoenix, Arizona 

THE PRSSIDENT: Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you 
very much. President Gaffney, officers, Mambers of the Congress, 
honored guests, may I add i1i th pride and pleasure, my fellm·1 
member::; of tl1e National Rifle Association, -- (applause) --
I'm delighted to be here in Phoenix in this great good neighbor 
state of Arizona and I'm delighted to be with all of you. It does 
my spirit good to be t·1ith peoEJle who never lose faith in America, 
uho ne•1er stop believiI'.g in her future ·-- and who never back dot•m 
one inch from defending the constitutional freedoms that are 
every American's birthrig~t. (Applause.) 

And t·1hile I ,~as thanl;ing all of you for a t·1arm uelcome , 
I understand that in another room, unable to fit into this one, 
are about 1,000 more people that are watching through closed-circuit 
television and I welcome them and thank them for being i:>resent. 
And it's \"/Onderful also to know that I'm on daytime TV and not 
the late late shov. (Laughter. Applause.) 

Before I get into my remarks, I uould like to pause 
a moment and re!)ort to you on some very good net·1s from another 
part of the t-1orld that I've just received. For the past two 
months, I and others in our administration, have been closely 
involved in negotiations in the i•liddle East. And this norning 
I had the pleasure of speaking ~!i th Secretary Shultz, who is 
there in the i-liddle East, Defense llinister Moshe l'.rens of Israel 
and then I talked to Prime :-Iinister Begin. And they reported 
to me on the decision of the Israeli Cabinet to accept in 
principle the agreement ·.rnrked out by Secretary Shultz for the 
withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon. (Applause.) 

This agreement is a step forward. It can lead 
to the restoration of Lebanon's sovereignty throughout its 
t erritory \lhile also ensuring that Southern Lebanon will not 
again become a base for hostile actions against Israel. Through 
diligent and patient diplorr.acy, ~-,e' re proving once again that 
direct negotiations are the best path to peace betueen Israel 
and her neighbors. I'm sure that all those 1.-1ho seek peace 
and stability in Lebanon will ,-,elco:ne this decision by the 
Israeli Cu.binet and Hill join us in seeking wider sur-port. 

At ti1:ies the challenge of resolving the problems 
of the ~1iddle East and the world may seem long and difficult, 
but the alternative is chaos, conflict, ar.d more humane suffering 
hwnan suffering, I should say. The United States is committed 
to peaceful progress. Ours is the way of reason and negotiation 
and we will never S\·1erve from that path. I want to salute Prime 
?1inister 
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Begin and the Israeli Cabinet today, just as I salute President 
Gemayel and the leadership of Lebanon. 

And may I add a word or two on behalf of Secretary George 
Shultz and our Ambassador Phil Habib, whose tireless efforts and 
dedication to reason have done so much to make this possible. Today 
we have crossed an important threshold on the path to peace. 
(Applause.) 

And, now, back to business. And what an honor to be together 
on the 112th annual meeting of this great organization. As a matter 
of fact, I'm honored to belong to any organization that's been around 
longer than I have. (Laughter.) 

Not too long ago, I had a very memorable visit from your 
officials. They walked into the Oval Office with some members of 
the "F" troop of the Texas army. Now, when I saw how those fellows 
were dressed, and what they were packing, I didn't know whether 
to stretch out my hand, or make a run for it through the Rose 
Garden. (Laughter.) 

Well, it turned out they wanted to induct me into the 
Texas army, and to give ma a beautiful, hand-crafted flintlock 
rifle. And I thank you for taking such good care of it because it's 
in your museum now. 

Being a part of this group, you know that good organizations 
don't just happen. They take root in a body of shared beliefs. They 
grow strong from leadership with vision, initiative and determination 
to reach great goals. And what you've accomplished speal:a for 
itself -- more than 2.5 million members and NRA's getting stronger 
every day. 

May I just say that we have great respect for your fine, 
effective leaders in Washington -- Harlan Carter, Warren Cassidy and 
your Institute for Legislative Action. 

We saw proof of NRA's strength a few months ago. Some 
of you share a special blessing with me -- you're Californians. 
And you shocked California last November when you mobilized to 
send help and to down Proposition 15 and defeat it. (Applause.) 
You pointed out that police would be so busy arresting handgun 
owners, that they would be unable to protect the people against 
criminals. It's a nasty truth, but those who seek to inflict 
harm are not fazed by gun control laws. I happen to know this 
from personal experience. (Applauoe.) 

You know, I've always felt a special bond wi~h the members 
of your g=oup. You live by Lincoln's words, "Important principles 
may and must be inflexible." Your philosophy put its trust in 
people. So, you insist on individuals be held responsible for 
their actions. The NRA believes that America's laws were made to 
be obeyed and that our constitutional liberties are just as importan 
today as 200 years ago. And by the way, the Constitution does 
not say that government shall 
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decree the right to keep ar.d bear arrr.s. 
-- the right of the people to keep and 

nfringed." (Applause.) Thank you very 
hat and said it last. (Laughter.) 

( 

The Constitution says :1 
bear arms shall not be 
much. I wioh I'd saved 

But I believe we s~are the same goal, a strong America, 
carrying th~ banner of freedom and secure from threats to our 
domestic tra~quility, economic well-being and national security. 

No group does more to promote gun safety · and respect 
for the laws of this land than the NRA and I thank you. Still, 
we've both heard the charge that s"u.pporting gun owners rights 
encourages a violent, shoot-em-up society. But just a minute. 
Don't they understand that rnost violent crim~s are not committed 
by decent, law-abiding citizens? They're cor.unitted by career 
criminals. Guns dcn't make criminals. Hard-core criminals 
use guns. And locking t~~m up, the hard-core criminals up, and 
throwing away the key is the best gun control law we could ever 
have. (Applause.) 

When I was Goverr,or of California, we dealt with gun 
control, we added 5 to 15 vears to the sentence of any criminal 
who, while committing a ci.·l :r,a, lt:?.d a c:un in his possession, whether \ 
he used that g~n or not. Now, I'm even more convinced than ever ' 
that this is ·the right approach if they' re <JOing to talk about some­
thing to do with guns and crime. (Applause.) 

I've said many times that our administration didn't 
come to \·Jashington to continue business as i.:.,;ual. Either we make 
fundamental reforms tha'i: change things for the better or we aren't 
doing our job. We think it's time for our loved ones to walk the 
streets of A..~erica without being afraid. (Applause.) 

So we have declared war on organized crime and the 
c a r eer crimir.al element in America. l1ore than a hundred prosecutors' 
offices are working with special teams around the country to throw 
the book at career criminals in court. And we're determined to 
cripple the drug pushers who are poisoning the minds and bodys of 
our child:-C'n. t-Je want ma ndatory sentences. We want fir:n and 
speedy application of pe nalties. And we want to abolish parole 
or federal offenses. (Applause.) nut there's one thing we do 

not want : We will never disarm any American who seeks to protect 
his or her family from fear and harm. (Applause.) 

Yo~ know, I have to interject something I hadn't 
planned to say here ; but ~a"5ng mentioned being the Governor 
of C"". lifornia, during a time when they were talking gun control 
there in our State, I received a letter, a rnost unusual letter, 
from a convicted burgler serving time in San Quentin Prison. 
And he wrote and told me that he just thought from his vantage 
point, where he was, he'd like to tell me how happy it would make 
all of them if we would aclopt gun control. And then he explained 
the inside of his profession. Ee said, "~·7e can case a place, a 
home. !-le can watch and learn t:ie habits of the people that 
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live there ~,hen they're in and out and all of that." Dut he 
said, "The one tli;i.ncJ° that uhrays sticks .in our · mind that- ue 
can never answer is, is that one of thone homes wliere the fellot-r 
has a gun in -:i drawer by the bed7" And he said that, "That's 
the one that scares us most of all." So, he said "There would 
be a lot of smiles in this place if you t·1ould auopt gun control. ' 
(Applause.) 

r•Je are making headway in our crackdot-m on crime. A 
recent U.S. News and T•Jorld Report story said that "I't may be 
no accident that the first dip in U.S. crime totals in five years 
coincides t·rith a nationwide crackdot-m on career criminals." 
Serious reported crime dropped by four percent in 1982, after 
rising more than 21 percent since 1977 and 254 percent since 
1962. 

Longer prison sentences and tougher treatment are 
beginning to pay dividends. And nake no mistake: This is happening 
because you, the people, are fed up with crime. You're the ones 
•,,ho are organizing neighborhood patrols, supporting ynur local 
police , insisting that justice be carried out - ··and:· every time 
you do that, you keep the spirit of democracy strong in America. 

This morning I had the pleasure of meeting Arizona's 
Sun City Posse - - a group which has had great success roping in 
the bad guys. They're not a posse in the old· time sense, 
just individuals who patrol their neighborhoods in their cars, 
Hearing hard hats and carrying whistles and flashlights. 

Hay 15th marks the beginning of National Police Week. 
I urge you and every citizen to let our men and women in blue 
acros5 America know ~,e 5tand with them this week and every 
week of the year. (Applause.) Another ,1ay NRA can help police 
is to support our efforts for a minimum mandatory term of 
five years imprison.'llent, and perhaps there will be some 
disagreement in this but I have to say it. for the use of 
armour-piercing bullets during a federal crime of violence. 
The se are designed to truly be a threat to la\·T enforcement 
office rs t·!ho, so @any times, have to depend on bullet- proof 
ve sts. 

r·.)e can't solve the problems overnight. But since 
we established our Florida task force against drugs, drug-related 
arrests have risen sharply. Just last week, our agents trailed, 
and then landed behind a suspicious plane near LaBelle, Florida. 
Tua d rug smugglers j umned out of the plane and ran at-ray. One 
of them s1·1am across a canal and hid in the bushes. The 
alligators didn't get him, but our enforcement peo~le did. 
They seized 625 pounds of cocaine valued at $137.5 million. 

And let me interject something here. I'm not 
one 11ho often feels or too often vents anger. But I .,ant the 
Jl.rne rican people to knot·, that they' re faced t'1i th the most sinister 
de spicable actions. i ·1e have strong evidence that hiCJh··level 
Cuban qovernment officials have been involved in smuggling 
drugs into the United Stutes. Attorney G" neral S@ith and 
F BI Director Uebster have assured me that they t·Till use every 
r e source they have to coniliat t~is menace. And as we crack 
dO\ln on c r imina l s , 
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trying tc move forward on_another fr~nt:. to 7eform the 
irearms laws which needlessly interfeLP- with tne rights of 
egitimate g-,:.~ owners like yourselves. We' re working closely 
ith your leadership and congressional sponsors of firearms 
egislation, such as Senators McClure and · and Congressman 
olkmer. I look forward to signing a bill that truly protects 
he rights of law-abiding citizens, wltho~t diminishing the 
ffectiver.ess Qf criminal law enforcement against the misuse o 
rearms. 

Your leadership's -- (applause) -- support has been 
important to us. Just last year, I siqned two amendments into 
law. One eliminated unnecessary record-keeping requirements on 
22-caliber rimfire ammunition. The other saved many custom 
gunsmiths from financial ruin. 

And I want you to know that I'm in favor of the Civilian 
Marks~ anship Program. I support this idea because -- (applaus~) 
clear back to the Revolutionary War, one of the great talents of 
American soldiers has been their marksmanship. Ar.d it turned out 
they develop~d this shooting at targets and plinking as young 
boys. So, I'm asking Secretary Weinberger to study ways in which 
the marksmanship program can be improved. 

I'm also happy to report that since I took office the sale 
of M-1 rifles to participants and instructors in high-power 
rifle marksmanship training programs has been increased significantly . 
And I have asked the Department of Defense to look at ways in 
which sales might be increased even further. (Applause.) 

May I say a few words about conservation and the group 
I consider the foremost conse=vationists of our wildlife resources 
America's sportsmen, hunters and fishermeu. As -- (applause) -­
Tecldy -- As Teddy Roosevelt recognized, "The free, self-reliant, 
adventur~us life, with its rugged .•• democracy; the wild s~rroun­
dings, the grand beauty of the scenery, the chance to study the 
ways and habits of the woodland creatures -- all these unite to 
give to the career cf the ••• hunter its peculiar charm." 

Well, unfortunately, there's been a kind of elitist attitude 
in Washington that vast natural resource areas must be locked up 
to save the planet from mankind. Well, we have a different 
philosophy -- one based on respect for both ~an and nature. Our 
administration believes in the concept of stewardship, caring for 
the resources we have for the benefit of mar.kind. 

Now -- (applause) -- Now, let me be clear about those .wDrds 
stewardship for the benefit of mankind. lie favor economic 
development but not within our national parks or within our 
wilderness areas. We have not and never will propose that. What 
we do say is when the last administration arbitrarily closed tens 
of millions of acres of Alaskan land, telling sports hunters to 
stay out, then, yes, we think that was wrong and we're trying to 
correct it. (Applause.) 
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We're tryir.g to correct !.'Omething else , too. A 1980 
General Accounting Ofiice r ~pcrt warr.ed of health and safety 
hazards in our national parks. During th~ previous administration, 
the National Park Service budget for restoration and improvement 
had been cut . Now, I don't usually brag about spending money; 
but we have doubled it. We have the active support of NRA. We've 
also add=essed one of America's most neglected and serious environ­
mental problems, the destruction of our wet lands. 

Our n3tional parks, national wildlife refuges and 
coastal barriers, wetl~nds, national forests and public lands are 
better managed today than they were just a few years ago. And I 
think that story merits more attention than it's received. 

Another point which should be better understood: The 
backbone of our conservation efforts begins with American sports­
ment. For over 40 years, hunters have been paying a special 
excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition through the Pittman­
Robertson Act , nearly $1.2 billion since 1939. State wildlife 
managers have used these funds to preserve and enhance valuable 
wildlife habitats. Such wild creatures as the whitetail deer, 
the ruffed grouse, wild turkey and pronghorn antelope, which were 
th=eatened with extinction in many areas have been brought back, 
in some cases, to great abundance. 

This past year alone, American hunters have paid more 
than $107 million toward these conservation efforts. The money 
will fund important studies of gar1e and their hab-itat. -It will 
provide food and habitat p=ojects for wildlife. And portions will 
go for hunter safety and education courses where our youngsters 
will be taught marksmanship, firearms safety and some of the 
values and ethics of hunting and the outdoors. I deeply appreicate 
your contributions to preserving our national treasures for the 
benefit of our people and future generations. 

This idea of stewardship, of preserving and caring for 
what we have, bringing our economy back to health so you, the 
people, can make us great again, that's a crucial part of keeping 
America free and making her secure. Now, I know that the road t~ 
recovery has been long and hard. Too ~A~Y people are still out of 
work. But I believe with all my heart that we have turned the 
corner. We are on our way back. And like that fighter, Rocky 
Balboa, America is getting stronger now. 

You know , ,.,.hen I see inflation down, interest rates 
down, tax rates being cut, industrial production and productivity 
up, housing starts and auto sales up and workers being called 
back, 250,000 more people put to work last month -- Now, that 
our program is doing what we said it would, I have to ask of our 
critics, how come they're not calling it Reaga nomics anymore? 
(Laughter.) 

Yes, some critics say nothing is right. They oppose 
budget savings and they oppose tax cuts. Despite the calamity 
they created, the~• continue to =esi:;t reform. Their attitude 
reminds me of a comment a great American made about a similar 
situation. "Those who are frightened," he said, •·by boldness and 
cowed by ~he necessity for making decisions complain that 
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;ill we have done is unnec'-~ssary and sub;ect to araat risks. Now 
that these people a:.:-e coming out of their st.orm~c~llars, they forget 
:that there ever was a storm." 

:1ell , now those wor-:.s were spoken by President Franklin 
Delano Rooseveit in 1934. Well, I haven't forgot~en the storm that 
was r :.,J.".: .;arcund eve;.-y f?mily in 1980. With all aue r~spect, may 
I remind our critics: Those w:10 sa<ldled thi'3 nation with double­
~ig:.-;: inflation, 2::...:: pe:.c-cent L,tarest ratea -- the highest in more 
than 100 years -- t.;a worst tax burden in our peacetime history, 
are the last people who should b,; giving sermons o n fairness and 
compassion. (Ap~lause .) 

If ir_::lat:ion h<ld continued as it wc:s when they WP.re in 
office, a =amily of foi:.:: ,-,n a fixed in;::cme of $20, CC•0 would be more 
tnar. $1,500 poor2r in purchasing power today. If their tax 
~.ncreases haci stayed on the books, and cu:::- tax cuts ha~"l' t :,~:;:n 
:,assed.- a median-income family of four wou:t<l be pa::.1 ing $700 r,10::e 
in federal income taxes this yea~. If this is the !iber~l idea of 
fa~rness and compassion, way the good Lord be with you if they ever 
have tr.eir way. (Applause.j 

P~a s iagnt Jrh~ F. Kennedy said in 1963, " ••• the largest 
sing'..e bo.i:..:riar to full employment •• • <.tnd to c. high?.r rate of economic 
growth is the ••• hsav-.1 Gri'\g of fedr:.ral income taxe5 on private 
purchasir_g pm:er, ini~iati,..-e and ir.ce11tive." Those wise words are 
just as '.:1_·:18 today. I will V<:!to a "; y attempt to tamp~r "1-'ith the 
third year of ~ our tc:x cu·i: , or the indexing -,_;: :· :-_•i.sion.. (Applau.::ie.) 

,"..11d the o~her da~• I had a very e>.:c:iting experience w!1en 
a member of the Sen .::.te and a member cf the H:>L1Ge \-1alk;?d in~o m~l 
office, each r,:::"'~r,nte'.i me a l (:! tt1:::::-~ e ach ::..etter s i gned by e nc ugh 
;01er. i.:1 1:he House -- r.ien and women ;_n the House and enough Senators 
to guarantee the upholding of any vetoes that I might take with 
rega:;:d to the t axing mat t ers. (Applause.) 

Indexing is ~:he best security midr.lc-income families 
:1a•.•e agains t bracket creep -- infla.tion ;;ushini; you into higher 
and highe r ~ax brackets, wh e n you get cost-cf-living pay raises and 
so ~orth. 'l'hose who would strii,) you of this prote:::t:ion are tax 
~rabbers, pure and simple. 

The united Stc:. tes ~ idn't run up a trillion-dollar debt 
!.)ecau :;e ~1ou aren't texed e nc ugh. t•1f! 've got th a t debt because 
sovernment spe:1:is t".lo :m:.:::;·. . W~ nee.:1 spending re5t=aint, not tax 
:;_ ncreases . (Applau-;;e.) I wa:1t to work with the Cong:.::ess, but not 
at your e~~nse and not at the risk of sabotaging this ~ecovery 
that we wcrked so tard to achieve. 

Nor rr.ust ,.;e gamble, ever again, with the l'-. ·· ·.-c.::.'..;~• of 
this country b:r• neglectir.g our defense readiness. The day I took 
office, our armed forces were in a sh0cking state of ~eglect. I was 
surprised even t..'loug!1 I thought I t-.,.d known something about it. 
,•le !-lad si:ortages o f sY-illed mar.pcwe::, fc.ultr equipment, lack of 
spa re parts, ar.i insu~ficient fuel and ~-:-:.~.inition for proper training. 
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t·Je had plane::; that couldn't fly fo::- lack of spare parts, ships 
that couldn't lea-.re port and helicopters that couldn't stay 

aloft. 

I believe it's immoral to ask the sons and daughters of 
America to p:::-otect this land with second-rate equipment and 
bargain-basement weapons. (Applause.) If they can !?Ut their lives 
on the line to prote~t our !-lay of life, tt,en by golly we can 
give· them the ueapo~s, the training and the money they need 
to do the job right. And whan it comes to keeping Ar."?e::ica safe 
and strong, \-.hen it c omes to J~eeping America free. there 
should be no R.cput~licans or Democrats, only patriotic Americans 
t1orking together. (Applause.) 

'. -!e 've begun to pay our rnili tary personnel "' decent 
\-1age. Fe' ve increased pilo~ ::':lying time, exter,ded basic training 
inven':.ories. The level and quality of recruits are up sharply 
uith the highest levels they've ever been. 

By providing adequate compen::;ation for our soldiers, 
by giving them tee tools they need to .lo their jobs, we're 
restoring dignity, honor and pride to the uniform of the United 
States military and Ne must not -- we dare r.ot sacrifice that. 

The people vrho disagree with our side rebuilding 
its military security don't seem to understand: Ot:.:= side is the 
only side ,,,he~e people are ?ermitted t o disagrP-e ·-- and that 
s !,ould make them ne rvous. It isn't America that attacks and 
occupies other coun t ries; tie conduct no worldi d .de campaign of 
subversion and terrorisr.i : ~.,e don't have to build \-,alls to keep 
our people in. or use armtes of secret police and gulag prison 
car.ips to keep them quiet. 

t·•e ' re a free people, a democrutic people ; \ ·Te believe 
in God and t 1e love peace. But let us remember •.•1hat George 
\·Jashington Narned in l 7S:O : That to be p:::-epared for war is one 
of the lJe::;t means of i?r e serving the peace. (Applause.) 

There's nothing I ~-,ant more than a verifiable 
a g ree me nt vith the Scv iet Union to reduce the levels of strategic 
we apons. In the long run ti1at' the bent uay to lo•.-1er the 
grm1th in defc:-ise s pend in(1. But the Soviets \·Till on~y bargain 
in good faith if t!-iey unde rsta nd we're determined tc defend 
fr e edom -- and I'm d e termined that they will understand that. 
(Applause . ) 

now, nine dayz ago, I addressed ~he Congress o:-i 
the sulJj ect u f Ce ntral America, whe re the United States has 
funda r,e ntal and far-reach ing inte::::-ests. Ne must never :::orget 
tha t t•.-10 thirds of all our foreign trade and [)etrolet.:m EJass 
t hrough the sea lanez of that region. _tlcr can ·,re fo::- 9"et that 
a country like El SalvaJo::::- i::; approxirna~ely 10 miles clos~r 
to Phoe nix, Arizona t.han Phoenix is to mishington, D. C. The 
p e o p le of El Salva<lor c: re not pe rfect. They've made mistakes 
a s we ha ve r.iade mistakes. But they're tryin~~ith great 
bravery and against tremendous odds, to build the drea":l of a 
society like ours. 

T,1ey unde rst.;.nd that government must denend and 
re s t on t h e conse nt of the 1overned : that only t1hen- people are 
free to •:ors:1ip, create and b..:.ild, only when they are given 
a pe rsonal stake in d e ciding their destiny, and benefitting 
from t heir mm risks -- only then \'lill their society become 
dynamic, 
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prosperous, progressive and free. 

But El Salvador is under attack. Guerrillas with contempt 
for democracy and armed to the teeth by Nicaragua, Cuba and the 
soviets are determined to shoot their way into power. ~e have 
asked the Congress for a modest package of assistance for the region, 
with three times as much economic aid as military aid. 

But military aid is essential because the cuerrillas are 
deliberately destroying El Salvador's economy, blowing up bridges, 
railroads, water facilities, telephone and electrical systems. These 
are not the actions of a people who love t~e common man and who 
seek to refer.a thElir system. They're the actions of thug~ who 
trample the col!l!Tlcn man in their ~~est for total power. 

America faces a choice: Will we give El Salvador her chance 
to walk beside us in the sunlight c= 1emocracy or will we turn our 
backs on a friend, letting her slide into a dark night of tyranny, 
rationalizing o~r inaction with detached lectures en morality.: 

R~~ning away from thi s clear-cut responsibility would reward 
aggre5sion and bring dishonor on the good name of the United States. 
It would swell the tide of political and economic instability in 
Central America, creating a new army of refugees and bringing danger 
closer and closer to hcrr.e. I ~ppeal to you today, tell your repre­
sentatives they cannot remain indifferent to another com.T-unist take­
over on our doorstep. (ApplauGe.) 

Standing up for ~.rnerica also means standing up for the God 
who has so blessed this land. If we could just keep remembering 
that Moses brouc;ht down from the mountain 10 Ccmmandrr.ents, not 10 
suggestions -- (laughter) (applause) -- and if those of us who live 
for the Lord could remember that he wants us to love our Lord and 
our neighbor, then there's no limit to the problems we could solve 
or the mountains we could clirrb together as a mighty force for good. 

The United States remains the last, best hope for a 
mankind plagued by tyranny and deprivation. America is no stronger 
than its people. And that means you and rr.e. Well, I believe in 
you and I believe that if we work together, then one day we will 
say, "We have fought the good fight. We finished the race. We 
l~ept the faith." And to our children and our children's children 
we can say, "We did all that could be done in t!"le brief time that 
was given us here on ea::::-th." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

END l : 3 ~ P • t-1. i-1S T 
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commercial scheduling, American Broad­
casting Co., in 1963-66. 

Mrs. McLaughlin was graduated from 
Marymount·College (B.A., 1963) and at­
tended the University of London, Queen 
Mary College, in 1961-62. 

Mrs. McLaughlin is married and re­
sides in Washington, D.C. She was born 
in Chatham, N.J., on November 16, 1941. 

Department of the Treasury 
Nomination of Donna Pot,• To Ju Dir•ctor 
of th. Mint. At,ril 21, 1981 

The President today announced his in­
tention to nominate Donna Pope to be 
Director of the Mint for a term of 5 years. 

Since 1972 Mrs. Pope has been a mem­
ber of the Ohio House of Representatives. 
She represents the 12th district and was 
elected minority whip in 1978. Current 
legislative assignments include the judi­
ciary, rules, ethics and legislative senrice 
commission committees. In 1979-80 Mrs. 
Pope senred as cochairman of the Ohio 
Reagan campaign and was cochairman of 
the Ohio delegation to the 1980. Republi­
can National Convention. In 1968-72 she 
was supenrisor, Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections. 

Mrs. Pope was named one of the out­
standing women legislators in the Nation 
by Rutgers University Institute of Politics. 
She•was honored by the Women's Insti­
tute of Politics, Mt. Vernon College, 
Washington, D.C., (1978), as one of five 
of the Nation's most influential women 
legislators. 

Mrs. Pope is married, has two children, 
and resides in Parma, Ohio. She was born 
in Cleveland, Ohio, on October 15, 1931. 
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w•r ession With Helen 
d Press International and 
of Associated Press. 

Ms. THOMAS. All the reports seem to be 
true, rosy-cheeked and--

THE PREsIDENT [laughing]. No, I'm 
feeling fine. 

Ms. THOMAS, Can you tell us a little bit 
about how you felt at the time of the 
shooting? Did you ever feel you were in 
mortal danger? I know you didn't even 
know you were hit, but--

THE PRESIDENT. No, that's right, and 
as a matter of fact, it still seems unreal. I 
knew there had to be shots, and my first 
instinct was to take a look and see what 
was going on from where they were. But 
the Secret Service man behind me had a 
different idea, and the next thing I knew I 
found myself pushed into the car. But it 
still seems kind of unreal. 

Ms. THOMAS. It's unreal to us too, be­
cause we've come out of that hotel so 
many times and--

THE PRESIDENT. Yeah. 
Ms. THOMAS. --nothing--
Ma. GERSTENZANG. What were your 

first thoughts when you realized that you 
had been hit? 

THE PRESIDENT. Actually, I can't recalJ 
too clearly. I knew I'd been hurt, but I 
thought that I'd been hurt by the Secret 
Senrice man landing on me in the car. 
And it was, I must say, it was the most 
paralyzing pain. I've described it as if 
someone had hit you with a hammer. 

But that sensation, it seemed to me, 
came after I was in the car, and so I 
thought that maybe his gun or something, 
underneath, when he had come down on 
me, had broken a rib. But when I sat up 
on the seat and the pain wouldn't go away, 
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I was busy saying hello to someone. And I 
didn't see this. 

Ms. THOMAS. Do you have any feelings 
about your assailant? Of course there's 
nothing you can really feel, I guess. It's 
something that's senseless. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, yes, the feeling 
is I hope, indeed I pray that he can find 
an answer to his problem. He seems to be 
a very disturbed young man. He comes 
from a fine family. They must be deva­
stated by this. And I hope he'll get well 
too. 

Ms. THOMAS. That's very kind of you. 
You don't have any feelings of real anger, 
then, or--

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I don't know 
how I could ask for help for myself and 
feel that way about someone else. 

MR. GERSTENZANG. If you were to speak 
to his parents, what would you tell them? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I think I'd tell 
them that I understand and-[pause ]­
hope for a good outcome there, to end 
their problem. 

Ms. THOMAS. Do you think that you 
will get your budget and truces through 
now? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I still continue 
to be optimistic. After all, the argument 
from whether we should have a plan or 
not has become an argument of--

Ms. THOMAS. How much. 
THE PRESIDENT. - - how much and 

where. So, I think we've gained some 
gr und. 

R. GERSTENZANG. Has this in any wa 
changed your thinking on gun control 
at all? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, and let me explain 
why. I'm not just being closed-minded or 
stubborn. 

We have the laws now. Granted that all 
States aren' t uniform. But I don' t know 
of anyplace- there may be some-but I 
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on't know of any place in the count 
here it is now not against the law to 

arry a concealed weapon. Now, we've 
ound that that can't prevent someone. 
our District of Columbia here has such a 

aw. But a man was carrying a concealed 
eapon. So, I don't see where we believe 

that adding another law that probably . 
will be just as unenforceable as this one is 
going to make a difference. 

In fact, if anything, I'm a little dis­
urbed that focusing on gun control as an 
nswer to the crime problem today could 
ery well be diverting us from really pay-
g attention to what needs to be done if 
're to solve the crim 

s. HOMAS. Which is? 
THE PRESIDENT. Well, I do think we're 

showing the results of several decades of 
growing permissiveness, unwillingness to 
hold individuals responsible for their mis­
deeds, blaming society instead. In other 

_ words,_quicker, more effective justice. 
MR. DEAVER. One more. 
Ms. THOMAS. One more. We've got 

to make this one good. [Laughter] 
In terms of [Press Secretary] Brady, will 

he continue on? Are you going to keep the 
slot open for him? 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh, you bet. And I 
think all of us-as I say, when I finally 
did learn that three others had been hit, 
including the agent who deliberately 
placed himself between me and the gun­
man-but Jim, of course, was the most 
serious, and I am so gratified by the opti­
mism about his recovery that that's a daily 
prayer. 

Ms. THOMAS. A miracle. 
THE PRESIDENT. Yes. For him. 
Ms. THOMAS AND MR. GERSTENZANG. 

Thank you very much. 

OTE: The question-and-answer session began 
t 12 noon in the Map Room at the White 
ouse. 
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Miss Clark attended Katharine Gibbs 
School in New York City. She is a re­
cipient of the Superior Honor Award 
( 1970) and the Luther I. Replogle Award 
for Management Improvement ( 1975 ) . 

Miss Clark resides in Washington, D.C. 
She was born March 27, 1922, in Ridge­
field Park, N.J. 

THE PRESIDENT'S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
JUNE 16~ _ 1981 

THE PRESIDENT. Good afternoon. 
Last November the American people 

gave the elected representatives in Wash­
ington an overwhelming mandate to res­
cue the economy from high inflation and 
high unemployment. That was last No­
vember. Today, 7 months later, people are 
still watching, and they're still waiting. 
And there's no longer any reason to delay. 

Two major pieces of economic legis­
lation are now before the Congress. 

The first. an omnibus bill to reduce 
spending. A month ago, the House of 
Representatives approved bv a 77-vote 
mar.~in a long overdue a~d unprece­
dented budget resolution. That resolution 
ordered House committees to cut $36 
billion for spending next year, some $140 
billion over the next 3 years. And yet 
there is now clear danger of congressional 
backsliding and a return to spending as 
usual. 

Some House committees have reported 
spe~ding cuts they know can't be made, 
r losm~, for example, one-third of the Na­
tion's post offices. One House committee 
rlaims to have achieved savings by elimi-
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nating a day care program to provide sup­
pers, but it also slipped into the change of 
the law to say that lunches can be served 
at suppertime. 

This practice is unconscionable. The 
hard work of Congress in passing the bi­
partisan budget resolution was not an aca­
demic exercise. It was a solemn commit­
ment that transforms a mandate from the 
people into a compact with the people. 
The Congress and the administration to­
gether must protect the integrity of that 
compact. 

I urge the House leaders to revise the 
committee work so that it honestly and 
responsibly achieves the original spending 
goals. But if that proves impossible, let me 
be clear: My administration will have no 
other choice than to support the proposal 
of a number of Representatives in the 
House to offer a budget substitute on the 
floor that matches the resolution they 
,·oted for in May. 

The second major economic item on 
the agenda is a cut in the tax rates that 
we promised the American people. 

Some 12 days ago, I outlined the basic 
e!ements o~ a bipartisan tax plan that pro­
vides multiyear, across-the-board cuts in 
individual tax rates, and it is an essential 
feature of our overall economic program. 
:A. bill incorporating these principles was 
introduced last week by [Republican] 
Congressman Barber Conable and Demo­
cratic Congressman Kent Hance. I'm 
pleased to report from conversations with 
Senators and Congressmen, I'm convinced 
there is a gathering bipartisan consensus 
for this tax bill. 
But, once again, time is fleeting. Just 
to take care of the paperwork associated 
with the tax changes that would be effec­
tive on October 1st, we must quickly have 
the legislation on the books. 

More important, let us never forget the 
mandate of November. The people of 

' . l 

i 
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., . ::.i ppenrd. It \\'ould be just furt?er 
.. ,, .. • ,·,·icknce if this latest happening 
_;; .- ~;:d turn this off. But till he comes 

"I . " h I' ::,• ::: ,· .i ncl , ays. give up, w y, m 
, ,ir:!.'. t<> hc lie,·e that \\'e can do it. 

, 1 'Cl.EAR :-;oN-PR0LIFERATION 

Q. \[r. President, how appropriate do 
,.-,,u helie\'e is Israel's decision not to sign 
·!:t· .\'uclear :--J'on-Proliferation Treaty and 
::"t to submit to inspections by the Inter­
: .. 1tinnal .-\comic Energy Agency? And I 
:: .1, ,. :t followup. 

Tm: PRESIDENT. Well, I haven't given 
·. 1•1'\' much thought to that particular ques­
, :,1 n there. the subject about them no 
-i·.:ning that treaty or, on the other hand 
::u\\' rn:my countries do we know that hav 
,1!!11ccl it that very possibly are goin 
.1:n·:td \\'ith nuclear weapons? It's, again, 
,nrncthin!?' that doesn' t lend itself to veri­
::r :1 t 1on. 

It i, difficult for me to envision Israe 
.,, :•t·i::!.'. :1 tnreat to its neighbors. It is 
· .,: :, ,n tha t from the very beginning ha 
.:\ -- d 1111der the threat from neighbors 
.: __ 1t the,· did not recognize its right t 
-·,:,: .1, :t nation. 

l':I h:t\"C to think about that question 
·. " .. 1,kcd. 

<.~ \\ 'hat do you think the proper rol 
:h t' l "nited States is in preventing th 

· : 11,•.HI of nuclear weapons and nuclea 
·., ,· :11>011s technology? 

1_-'_tF._ PR ES IDENT. Well, our position is 
,·. ,· re,, unqualified-that we' re oppose 
·' th<' proliferation of nuclear weapon 
'· 'I , lo e,·e~·thing in our power to preven 

I don't believe, however, that that 
·: •' "ild carry over into the development 
" : :: ,l(' lc:t r power for peaceful purposes. 
\: :d ,o. it increases the difficulty, if you're 
' • 1: • ·.: to encourage the one, because you 

1 
.. , \ 1' .n least opened a crack in the door 

where someone can proceed to the devel­
opment of weapons . 

But I'm not only opposed to the pro­
liferation of nuclear weapons, but, as I've 
said many times, I would like to enter into 
negotiations leading toward a definite, 
verifiable reduction of strategic nuclear 
weapons worldwide. 

I'd better abandon the front row here 
for a minute. 

HANDGUN CONTROL 

Q. Mr. President, at a recent 
ouse meeting Senator Edward Kennedy 

asked if you'd refuse to lead the fight 
against his legislation on handgun control, 
or Saturday night specials, sales of Satur­
day night specials. What was your answer? 

THE PRESIDENT. Would I lead the fight 
against his--

Q. No, he asked that you not lead the 
fight against his legislation. 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh. 
Q. What was your answer? 
THE PRESIDENT. Well, we had a very 

nice talk. And I told him that I believe 
that some of the things that we had tried 
in California served better, and that is to 
make the penalties for the carrying of 
weapon, particularly in the commission 
of a crime, much stiff er than they are. 
California-we added 5 to 15 years t 
the prison sentence for anyone carrying 
gun in the commission of a crime--con 
victed of that crime, whether they used 
the gun or not. And since, that's been 
augmented to include no probation­
mandatory prison sentence. 

I believe in that, because my concern 
about gun control is that it's taking our 
eyes off what might be the real answers 
to crime. It's diverting our attention. 

here are today more than 20,000 gun 
ontrol laws in effect- Federal, State, and 
ocal-in the United States. Indeed some 

' 
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of the stiffest gun control laws in the Na­
tion are right here in the District, and 
they didn' t seem to prevent a fellow a few 
weeks ago from carrying one down by the 
Hilton Hotel. In other words, they ar 
virtually unenforceable. 

So. I would like to see us directing ou 
atten,tion to what has caused us to ha\' 
the crime that continues to increase as 
has and is one of our major problems i 
the country today. 

UNDOC UMENTED ALIENS 

Q. Muchas gracias, Senor Presidente. 
Su causa es mi causa, su rasa es mi casa 
[your cause is my cause, your home is my 
home]-! wonder when I will be able to 
tell to the undocumented aliens in this 
country these same words. You spoke 
with Lopez Portillo the other day, and he 
said that you are going to agree in order 
to _give some opportunity to those un­
documented workers. I would like that 
you clarify to the Nation what is the 
status of this situation. 

THE PRESTDENT. If I unders tand your 
question-are you talking· about visiting 
the White House or me visiting you ? 
[La ughter] Either way it would be a 
pleasure. [Laughter] 

Sam [Sam Donaldson . ABC Newsl . 

NUCLEAR WAR 

Q. Mr. President. every President since 
D"'ight Eisenhower seems to believe that 
if the Soviet Union and the United States 
ac tually get into a shooting war, say. in 
Europe. can' t be contained and it would 
spread to a thermonuclear war. Do you 
agree? 

THE PRES IDE NT. Well , it's a frightening 
possibility, and history bears it out. If we 
want to look for one little bit of optimism 
anyplace, the only time that I can recall 
in history that a weapon possessed by both 
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sides was never used was in World \\'ar 
II-the use of poison gas: And possibh 
it was because the weapon was avai lable 
to both sides. But the weapons are th err . 
and they do extend to the battlefield usr 
as well-the tactical weapons as we ll :1, 

the strategic. 
And I have to believe that our great­

est aoal must be peace, and I also happen 
to believe that that will come through 
our maintaining enough strength that \\'e 
can keep the peace. 

Q. Sir, I have a followup. I ask th r 
question, because I suppose that you r 
defense strategy depends on whether you 
think if the Soviets invade Western Eu­
rope, a tactical nuclear war could be 
fought there and contained, or whether 
you think that it would spread inevi tably 
to a thermonuclear exchange. What do 
you think? 

THE PRESIDENT. I thought I ans\\·ered 
it. I try to be optimistic and think that 
the threat of both sides would keep it 
from happening, and yet, at the same 
time, as I say, history seems to be against 
that, that there comes a moment in des­
peration when one side tries to get an 
adYantage over the other. 

CANDIDACY FOR SECOND TERM 

Q. Mr. President, about 10 days ago 
your Chief of Staff said on a television in­
terview program that he thought you 
were committed to running for a second 
term. And another aide of yours. Lyn 
Nofziger, has said virtually the same 
thing. Can you tell us, sir, if you are com­
mitted to running for a second term ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think that having­
only been here 5 months, no one should 
be making a decision about what they'rr 
going to do 3 years and 7 months from 
now. 

Q. Can you tell us why your aides are 
making such statements m public? Is :r 
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Geneva, Illinois ..., 

Question-and-Answer Session With 
Students at St. Peter's Catholic Elementary 
School. April 15, 1982 

Mr. :,11eppara: Mr. President, I'd like to 
have you meet our teacher of our eighth 
grade here, and the eighth grade students 
at St. Peter's School. President Reagan, 
we're very, very pleased to have you with 
us, and here are our students. 

The President. Well, I'm pleased to see all 
of you. I'm very pleased. Someone once said 
that civics class-that's where you study 
what you read in the paper the day before. 
But I know better than that, having been in 
civics classes myself. 

We don't have very much time here to­
gether. So, I think better than me trying to 

-~ake any kind of a speech to you, what we 
( hould do is get to a dialog and a back and 

,·orth. I just came from speaking to a great 
meeting of teachers and educators there in 
Chicago and told them about our proposal 
in Washington for a tuition tax credit for 
parents of children going to schools like 
this. So, that's my civic contribution for the 
day. So, why don't you ask me any ques­
tions you might have. 

Mr. Sheppard. Don't be bashful now; ask 
questions. Raise your hand. 

Tuition Tax Credits 

Q. How soon should we see the tax cred­
its or the benefit of them? 

The President. The benefit of the tax 
credits? Well , we're going to phase it in. It 
would start-if, of course, the Congress 
passes the legislation we're present~ng-it 
would start being phased in in '83, that's 
next year, and be completed by '85. We 
have to kind of take it easy to start with, 
because of our budget deficits and the prob­
lem we're trying to solve on that. 

. Q. If the tax deduction is passed, what 
kind of ·influence can local government 
have on private schools? 

The President. Well, this will not allow 
any government interference in any way in 
education, because the aid is going directly 
to the parents of children who are going to 
the schools. So, this will not lead to any 
government direction or interference in 
any way in education, if that was the mean­
ing of your question. 

Air Traffic Controllers 

Q. Mr. President, do you think the gov­
ernment will ever relent on the hiring 
freeze of ex-air traffic controllers? 

The President. All that clicking of cam­
eras-I'm going to have to come a little 
closer to hear. 

Q. Do you think that the government will 
ever relent on the hiring freeze of ex-air 
traffic controllers? 

The President. Did you say air traffic con­
trollers? 

Q. Will the government ever hire them­
the ex-ones? 

The President. There were some who 
have been taken back and were hired back 
because they were able to establish that 
they were pressured into leaving. And now, 
the needs are being met very rapidly in the 
towers with applicants and trainees who are 
training to become air controllers, and I 
don't think there will be any further move 
in that direction. 

The law provides that anyone who is dis­
charged from government service is ineligi­
ble. We gave a waiver that they could get 
jobs-a waiver to that law so that they 
could get other jobs in government if they 
wanted, but we had-our loyalty had to go 
to those who stayed in and kept the airlines 
flying. 

Inflation 

Q. Mr. ~resident, do you think-[inaudi­
ble]-brought under control, and if so, how 
would you go about doing it? 

The President. Well, we've already begun 
doing it. Inflation was 12.4 percent when 
we began our administration and-it's fig-

V 
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Q. Can the Federal Government support The President. Well, the cost of education 
Catholic education of schools? has, again, been a result of inflation and, as 

The President. Support Catholic educa- we cure inflation, that is partly resolved. 
tion of schools? No, this is ruled to be the But our program has been quite misun­
separation of church and state that they derstood-of loans and grants to college stu­
can't do that, but this is why we're propos- dents of demonstrated need, who could not 
ing a program that we think will help, by otherwise go. And that program has in it 
getting the aid through the tax credits di- something in the neighborhood of $12 bil­
rectly to the parents and that this will help lion. The Federal Government is providing 
solve the problem. some 7 million loans and grants for the 

I think both can benefit, because in that roughly 11 million college students that 
regard there could be tuition tax increases there are in the country. And all a student 
without penalizing the parent at all, be- has to d~ is prove that they have-that 0th­
cause its advantage is the money that would erwise they couldn't go. And in proving 
otherwise have gone to taxes. that need, it will not only depend on the 

family's income, but also the number of 
Line Item Veto children in the family to be educated, 

Q. Mr. President, in trying to pass a bill, , whether there are any unusual medical 
have you ever wanted to add or subtract an problems, and so forth. So, there is that 
amendment? kind of aid. But in addition, there are all 

The Pre11ident. Oh, yes. And I'll tell you, kinds of other scholarship programs and 
when I was Governor in California, the even independent loan programs. 
Governor had the right of what's known as There was no such thing as a Federal 
line item veto, and so you could veto parts program when I went to school, but I had 
of a bill or even part of the spending in a to work my way through school; in fact, I 
bill. The President can't do that. The Presi- washed dishes in a girls' dormitory. [Laul{h-
dent must take the bill as it comes to him · ter] And I also had to borrow before I gel.~­
and either veto the entire bill. So, there's o_ut, but I borrowed from a private founda-, ,J 
grown up in the Federal Government a hon that was set up where people contrib-
little device whereby they hang an amend- ute the money to a foundation just to lend. 
ment of something that you really wouldn't and then you pay the money back after you 
want-someone particularly wants it, they get out of school. 
want it-they hang it on a bill that you just So, I think that there are sizable and good · 
cannot veto, some very necessary bill, and aid programs and even work-study pro-
thus they get it passed. grams to help. 

I think, frankly-of course, I'm preju- Now, the young boy in the rear of the 
diced-I think government would be far room. This does it then, I'm sorry. 
better off if the President had the right of -~~~!!'!!!'lfl-----•-•-•• .. -
line item veto. 

Mr. Sheppard. Mr. President, I think 
maybe one more question according to your 
time schedule. Who has the best question? 

The President. Well , it sounded good, but 
there were two hands went up, almost iden­
tical, at the time. Could I take those two if I 
make it short? 

Mr. Sheppard. Of course, Mr. President. 
The President. All right. 

Cost of Education 

Q. Mr . President, what can be done t 
bring the cost of education down so that th 
children in the middle-income group ca 
a' ·'1d college? 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any future 
plans on gun control? 

The President. Fuhire plans on-­
Q. --gun control. 
The President. Gun control? 
Q. Yes. 
The President. This basically belongs back 

at the State level. You must remember, the 
Constitution, in the tenth amendment, says 
the Federal Government shall do only those 
things prescribed in the Constitution. 

But I believe in California that we took 
the path of gun control that was best. I 
don't believe there's any way you can keep . 
the criminal from getting a gun, just as you 
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can't keep them from trying to steal any 
thing they want. Now, the law that we 
passed in California, I heartily recomm_en? 
to any society. We passed a law that said if 
a criminal is convicted of a crime and had 
in his possession a gun at the time he com­
mitted the crime, whether he used it or 
not, add 5 to 15 years to the prison sen­
tence. And on top of that, then passed an­
other law that said no judge can find a pris­
oner guilty who had a gun in the commis 
sion of a crime, and then give him proba 
tion. He must go to prison. And I · 
making it so costly to carry a gun is £ 
more enforceable than trying to keep the 
from getting it. 

Washington, O.C., has probably the stric 
est gun laws in the United States, and ther 
are some 20,000 gun laws now in th 
United States. And yet March 30th a ye 
ago, a young man that disabled me-he w 
in Washington, D.C., in broad daylight, ou 
on the public street, standing, made his wa 
among the press corps as I came out of th 
building, and all those laws did not kee 
him from having a gun aJ!d not only shoot 
ing me but shooting three other people 

So, as I say, I think the penalties-an 
one last thing I'll add to that. Years ago i 
England-England was always very proud 
of the fact that the English police did not 
have to carry guns. And the reason they 
didn't have to carry guns-and this sounds 
very cruel, and I'm not recommending this, 
but I just point out what that kind of a 
threat can do. In England, if a criminal car­
ried a gun, even though he didn't use it, he 
was not tried for burglary or theft or what­
ever he was doing, he was tried for first­
degree murder and hung if he was found 
guilty. They said that the fact that he car­
ried the gun meant that he had premeditat­
ed using the gun to kill someone if neces­
sary. And so the criminal stopped carrying 
guns, and the police didn't have to carry 
guns, and it all worked out very well until 
they eliminated capital punishment and 

anged t · 
ey ve to me I've used up all the 

time. 
Teacher. Mr. President, is it possible for 

this class to come up and get their civics 
books autographed by you? 

The Pre:,ident. Yes, I don 't care if it does 
take a few minutes. I'll write fast. 

Note: Michael Sheppard, civics teacher, 
began the session at 11 :44 a. m. by introduc­
ing the President to the eighth grade teach­
r and the eighth grade students of his 
·vies class who participated in the session. 
The President visited the school after ad­

ressing the National Catholic Education 
Association in Chicago. The transcript of 
the question-and-answer session was not 
available in time for inclusion in last 
week's issue. 

Luncheon for Editors and Broadcasters 
from Southeastern States 

Question-and-Answer Session Following the 
Luncheon. April 16, 1982 · 

The President. Well, anyone who is still 
eating or drinking· coffee or anything, keep 
right at it, and we'll have that dialog I men­
tioned. I didn't realize that I talked so long 
at first, until I sat down at the table and 
realized how cold the soup was. [Laughter] 

I've had a request for the first question 
here. 

News Coverage of the Recession 
Q. Mr. President, you recently were criti­

cal of network coverage of some of your 
programs, and since we're all in the news 
and journalism business, I thought maybe 
you could respond to the question: Is this 
some sort of a beginning of an attack or an 
assault on the media? 

The President. No, and the thing that 
you've just asked about~ut in Oklahoma I 
had met with a group, the publisher and 
some others from the paper out there, and 
we were sitting around having a conversa­
tion about this. And what I actually protest­
ed was that I felt that the news media in 
general was just creating such a drumbeat 
of pessimism in this time of recession; that 
I've always felt that there is a psychological 
factor in recession, and that if you just keep 
hammering at this, you add to the reces­
sion. You have people that suddenly say, 
"Well, I won't buy this or that," or "I won't 
do what I was going to do because of the 
fear of it." And actually, I think some of this 
pessimism is-it can't really be justified as 
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recognized, encouraged, and promoted. 
:\nd · that's why we established the 
President's Volunteer Action Awards and 
brought this year's recipients to the White 
!louse. 

One of those given the award was a man 
named Bill Sample. Bill was a Philadelphia 
policeman assigned to a local children's hos­
pital. He saw the desperation-financial and 
emotional-of those with seriously ill chil­
dren. Originally he did what he could out of 
his own pocket, and then he established the 
Sunshine Foundation to get others involved. 
The Foundation helps with expenses and, 
,, hene,·er possible, fulfills the child's 
drC'am-sending the little boy or girl to Dis­
rw~·land or on a boat trip down the Missis­
,; ippi . Today the Sunshine Foundation de-
1w nds on 200 volunteers working in 7 chap­
ters in 3 States. And whoever said that cops 
don 't have a heart? 

.\ major goal of the task force is to get 
the word out about good people like Bill 
Sample. Unfortunately, the news media, by 
and large, has been missing the biggest 

•

news story of the year: the surge of cre-
1t1n·. innovative, problemsolving activity at 
he local levt.! . 

I recently met with representatives of 30 
of the country's largest broadcasting groups 
and told them how one station, KAKE-TV, 
in \\' ichita, Kansas, was able to play a lead­
ing role in its own community. The news 
ll'arns of K.\KE focused in on some local 
problems and then called other cities to 
fi nd ways that they were able, by enlisting 
, tr ~port from private-sector and partnership 
t•ff orts. to tackle those problems. And after 
hearing about what KAKE had accom­
plished the broadcasters enthusiastically en­
dorsed the concept and told me their sta­
tro ns would try to emulate the effort in 
th t• ir own communities. 

go know the importance of neighborhoods. 
You were once known as the city of neigh­
borhoods. Well, this project today is a won­
derful display of community spirit and sup­
port for something that you believe in. Fun­
damentals like this, which have played such 
a significant role, cannot be replaced whole­
horse by Federal programs and paid bu­
reaucracy. 

Thomas Jefferson, the author of liberty, 
the father of our freedom, once wrote, " I 
deem it the duty of every man to devote a 
certain portion of his income for charitable 
purposes; and that it is his further duty to 
see it so applied as to do the most good of 
which it is capable." Jefferson knew well 
the relationship between the responsibility 
of which we speak today and the freedom 
of our people. 

Another great American, Dwight Eisen­
hower, saw this when he quoted that young 
Frenchman, de Tocqueville 's line: "America 
is great because America is good. And if 
America ever ceases to be good, America 
will cease to be great." 

All of us are aware of the reservoir of 
goodness which lies waiting to be tapped. 
Let's make it our job-everyone's job-to 
encourage our fellow citizens to do those 
good works which need to be done. With 
the help of God we can and we will keep 
America the great and the free nation that 
it is. 

Thank you again for what you're doing 
and for your presence here today. God bless 
you. 

Note: The President spoke at 1 :27 p. m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Ill. Prior to his 
remarks, he attended a reception for lun­
cheon headtable guests at the hotel. 

In short, there's much to be done. And 
,~·hde no ~ne is capable of doing everything, Providence-St. Mel High School 
t ' ~ryone 1s capable of doing something. ■·-----------------

7 
1 d like t? close with this thought. During 

the campaign I talked about family, neigh­
borh~od, work, peace, and freedom. And it 
,,·asn_ t Just campaign rhetoric. And I say to 
.
1 ou in utmost sincerity, it's time for us to 
ret urn to some of these basic beliefs. 

It won't be easy; it 'll take commitment 
hu rcl work. and perseverance. But ho~ 
\!Tl' at the results can be. And you in Chica-

Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the Student Body. 
May 10, 1982 

The President. Well, Mr. Adams, 1 to the 
teachers here at this school, and to all of 

1 Paul Adams, principal of Providence-St. 
Mel High School. 
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table a treaty calling for a total elimination 
of their SS-20's and no implanting of our 
Pershing missiles in all of Europe. And, so 
far, the Russians-their first offer was back, 
they suggested that we freeze the weapons 
the way they were. Well now, you can 
figure out what that means. They wanted to 
freeze the weapons with 900 nuclear war­
heads aimed at Europe, and Europe has 
none aimed at them. I don't think that's a 
very fair freeze. So, we're trying to get 
those eliminated. 

Now we want to go into negotiations on 
all of them, but it has to be-we can 't do it 
unilaterally. Can you imagine what would 
happen in the world if you left the Soviet 
Union, with its pattern of aggression, with 
the fact that what it's doing in Afghanistan, 
how it's shown that it wants to interfere in 
other countries-if we did away with ours 
and left them with those thousands and 
thousands of missiles, that in 28 minutes 
from the time someone pushes the button 
coulc.l be hitting the targets in our country? 
So, we have said to them, "All right. Let's 
both of us start reducing those weapons 
down, keeping-and being equal, and get 
them down to where they don 't constitute 
the threat. And of course the ultimate goal 
that we could all dream of is the same one 
that's in Geneva now, getting rid of them 
forever. 

And believe it or not, you can be proud 
of your country. Under President Eisenhow­
er, a number of years ago, this country, we 
had the weapon then, and the Soviet Union 
was just beginning to try and build them. 
But we had them, and President Eisenhow­
er offered to the Soviets and to the world to 
turn all such weapons over to an interna­
tional bodv like the United :",iations and 
take all o( them awav as a threat between 
nations. And the So..,:iet Union refused. So, 
we're going to try again. 

. Th vou. 

Gun Control 
Q. \Iv name is Toni Duffv--
The President. Oh, couli I just finish wit 

the three that are there, then? 
.-\II rig ht. H e t e lls m e m y time is up. We 'l 

take these three then. I'm sorrv. 
Q. --and I would like to ·ask vou wha 

are your feelings concerning gun· control: 
The President. What? 

Q. What are your feelings concerning gun N 

control? 
The President. Oh, feelings concerning 

gun control. I would li_ke to tell you some­
thing we did in California that I think"s the 
only answer. I don't believe that taking 
guns away from honest people is going to 
keep the criminals from getting them. 

There probably are no stricter gun con­
trols in the world than those in Washington, 
D.C. There are over 20,000 gun-control 
laws in the United States today. But the 
fellow that decided to use me for target 
practice a year ago last March, there he was 
on the street at 2 o'clock in the afternoon in 
spite of all those laws against it, and he had 
a gun. 

What we did in California is what I rec­
ommend is the answer. We passed a law 
when I was Governor that said that anyone 
who commits a crime, if he had in his pos­
session a gun at the time he committed the 
crime, whether he used the gun or not, add 
5 to 15 years to the prison sentence-and 
no probation, he had to go to prison. And I 
think that might take some of the guns out 
f the pockets of the cri ·nal 

Q. \fr. President, my name is \1atthew 
Hicks, and my question is if the United 
States is a democracy, why do we support 
and are allied to countries such as Argenti­
na and South Africa which are dictator­
ships? 

The President. What we're trying to do, 
we've had in the past abandoning those 
countries, saying we won't do any business 
or have any relations with them. And it 
didn't accomplish anything. And in many 
instances-not those two particular coun­
tries-but a number of other countries in 
the world, emerging countries, wound up 
with even more authoritarian governments 
than the dictatorships you name. They 
ended up under the totalitarianism of 
Soviet-inspired communism-Angola, po­
liced by Cuban troops that the Soviet has 
put there; South Yemen; Ethiopia; countries 
of that kind. 

\Iv belief is that we can do better with 
what I have called quiet diplomacy, that, 
no, we don 't approve of the practices in 
some of those countries, but let us befriend 
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for peace and stability in that troubled 
region. 

We focused on the situation in Lebanon 
and the negotiations on the Palestinian 
question. I welcomed President Reagan's as­
surances of the U.S. determination to con­
tinue to play the role of the full partner in 
the peace process. I also welcomed his reaf­
firmation of the United States commitment 
to support the territorial integrity, 
independence, and so\'ereignty of Lebanon. 

The time factor is crucial to the success of 
our endeavors. Top priority must be given 
to reaching agreement on the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces. Upon achieving that, other 
aspects of the problem would be easier to 
solve. 

We have always seen the necessity to 
make meaningful progress towards a com­
prehensive settlement. In this respect, the 
centrality of the Palestinian problem in the 
entire dispute becomes self-evident. With 
this in mind, we supported President Rea­
gan's initiative on September 1st, 1982. We 
earnestly hope that the weeks ahead will 
witness movement towards the negotiating 
table by all the parties concerned. 

I am pleased to say that I was encouraged 
by what I heard from King Hussein of 
Jordan and the Palestinian leadership, to­
gether with several other Arab leaders. I 
believe that a golden opportunity exists, 
and it would be a grave mistake to miss it. 

I also believe that the peace process 
would be enforced if the United States 
mo\'es further in the direction of supporting 
the right of the Palestinian people to self­
determination. 

are determined to deepen that fri endship 
and intensify our cooperation. 

Thank you. 
Reporter. ~1r. President, have you 

changed your mind about corporate taxes? 
The President. I said yesterday that I 

would kick myself for saying that. I have. 
[Laughter] 

Note: President Reaga11 sµoke at 1:28 µ.m. 
to reporters assembled at the South Portico 
of the White House. 

Earlier i11 the day, Preside11t Mubarak 
met with the President i11 the Or;al Office. 
Participa11ts i11 the meeting i11cluded, 011 the 
America11 side, Vice Preside11t George Bush, 
Secretary of State George P. Shult;:,, Assist­
a11t to the President for National Security 
Affairs William P. Clark, a11d Ambassador 
Philip C. Habib, special reµrese11tatit;e of 
the President to the Middle East, 011d, on 
the Egyptian side, Deputy Prime Minister 
Kamal Hasan 'Ali, Minister of State for For­
eign Affairs Butrus Butrus Ghali, a11d 
Ashraf 'Abd al-Latif Ghorbal, Egyptian 
Ambassador to the United States. 

The two Presidents then went to the Cabi­
net Room for a meeting with an expanded 
group of their advisers. The meeti11g was 
followed by a worki11g lu11cheo11 i11 the 
Reside11ce. 

un Control Act of 1968 

tateme11t Co11cemi11g Ame11dme11ts to the 
ct. ]a11uary 27, 1983 

We agreed that the Israeli settlement 
policy is a serious obstacle to peace. There­
fore, efforts must be exerted to bring about uiiJ-----------------­
a total freeze of settlement activities. 

I discussed with the President certain as- · 
pects of the war between Iran and Iraq and 
the need to exert additional efforts for the 
purpose of achieving an immediate termi­
nation of hostilities. 

On bilateral matters, we discussed issues 
related to eeonomic and to military cooper­
ation. I expressed to President Reagan our 
gratitude to the American people for their 
unwa\'ering support. This will enhance our 
ability to cope with the economic problem 
we are confronting. The United States ha 
pro,·en it is a real and reliable friend. W 

126 

Since its inception, this administration has 
een committed to removing unnecessary 
nd burdensome Federal redtape. We are 
)so committed to the idea that it is the 
riminal who is responsible for \'iolence and 
rime, not the law-abiding firearms o,vner. 
ccordingly, my administration has sought 

to remove those restris:tions that operate 
only to burden the law-abiding and to con­
centrate law enforcement resources upon 
criminals. 

I was pleased, therefore, to sign into law 
two amendments to the Gun Control Act of 
1968 which remove the recordkeeping re-
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quirement on sales of .22 rimfire an:unuru­
tion. Prior to this, dealers were reqwred to 
verify and record the identity, birthdate, 
and ammunition type for most retail ammu­
nition sales. Since several billion rounds o 
ammunition are sold to sportsmen an 
sportswomen each year, a tremendo 
amount of time and paperwork was in 
volved in recording these sales. Yet ther 
was little evidence that these recordkeep 
ing requirements were of significant use · 
solving crime. 

These amendments will remove needless 
recordkeeping requirements for the most 
popular sporting ammunition, the .22 rim­
fire, and thus eliminate the paperwork on 
over a billion rounds annually. 

Note: The amendments were contained in 
H.J Res. 631, which provided for continu­
ing appropriations for fiscal year 1983. A 
enacted, H.J Res. 631 is Public l.Aw 97-377. 
approved by the President on December 21 
1982. 

Republican National Committee 

Remarks at a Reception Honoring Richard 
Richards. January 27, 1983 

The President. Say, you're here from all 
over, aren't you? Thank you. Thank you for 
a very--

Audience member. [lnaudible}--in 
Boston. 

The President. What? 
Audience member. We love you in 

Boston. 
The President. Thank you. And I want to 

tell you, for one of us to get loved in 
Boston-[laughter]-takes some doing. 

But I want to thank you very much. You 
aren't by any chance Republicans, are you? 
[Laughter] I knew I was among friends. But 
I dropped by to say a few words, if I could, 
about a personal friend of mine-and of the 
GOP as well. 

You know, Robert Louis Stevenson once 
said that a friend is a present you give your­
self. And in Dick Richards, I think we've 
given ourselves quite a gift, a very good 
fri end. _ 

Back in '76 when we had an incumbent 
President and I happened to be a challeng­
er, Dick was the State chairman in Utah. 
And he put himself on the line, becoming 
the first State chairman to endorse me. I've 
never forgotten the courage and conviction 
that it took to do that, and, Dick, I want 
you to know that I'll always be grateful. 

But Dick is not just a friend. As head of 
the RNC, he's been a friend of all Republi­
cans. During his tenure as Chairman, he's 
devoted himself to raising money and pro­
viding expertise for our cause and our can­
didates. And during his tenure, the RNC 
subsequently raised more money than at 
any other time in Republican Party history. 

He also devoted himself t~applause}-­
and he deserves that. He also devoted him­
self to fortifying our country and our-or 
our county and our State organizations, I 
should say. He created a labor advisory 
board, opening channels to organized labor, 
and he made real progress in recruiting and 
financing qualified minority candidates. 
And, Dick, that's a record which honors you 
personally, but I think, also, all of us take 
pride in it. Now-[applause}--yes, you can. 

But now, about the new leadership-Paul 
Laxalt has agreed to serve as a General 
Chairman and to help coordinate the activi­
ties of all the Republican committees. And 
Frank Fahrenkopf will serve as Chairman of 
the RNC, and we look forward to working 
with Frank as he discharges the historic re­
sponsibilities of that chairmanship. 

And if I can, I'd like to give a more 
upbeat prognostication about our party's 
future than some of those you may have 
been hearing or reading in certain newspa­
pers that just want to be coldly calculating 
about us. 

I think our party's going to be in good 
shape by 1984, despite what you read in the 
paper. We'll do well because of what you 
might call the "Republican strategic triad." 
That's fundraising ability, nuts and bolts or­
ganization, and talented candidates. And let 
me say the issues, also, will start to break _ 
our way as the economy improves and 
many of our problems will begin to correct 
themselves. We're going to have a good 
record to run on in 1984. And as just an 
indication of that, General Motors has just 
announced that over the next 3 months 
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ernment based on justice, democracy, and 
the rights of the individual. 

Twenty-two years later Soviet tyranny 
imposed itself on Lithuania and denied the 
Lithuanian people their just right of nation­
al self-determination. In the intervening 
years, the United States has refused to rec­
ognize the forcible incorporation of Lithua­
nia into the Soviet Union. 

An enduring belief in freedom for all 
people unites Americans everywhere. But 
we must be vigilant in the protection of our 
common ideal, for as long as freedom is 
denied others, it is not secure here. 

We mark this anniversary of Lithuanian 
independence with a renewed hope that 
the blessings of liberty will be restored to 
Lithuania. 

The Congress of the United States, by 
House Joint Resolution 60, has authorized 
and requested the President to proclaim 
February 16, 1983, as Lithuanian Independ­
ence Day. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi­
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim February 16, 1983, as Lith-

•

anian Independence Day. 
I invite the people of the United States to 

bserve this day with appropriate ceremo­
nies and deeds and to reaffirm their dedica-
tion to the ideals which unite us and inspire 
others. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 16th day of February, in the 
year of our Lord nine teen hundred and 
eighty- three, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun­
dred and seventh. 

Ronald Reagan 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis­
ter, 11: 19 a. m .. Februa ry 17, 1983 ] 

would especially like to speak to our citi­
zens who've been hurt by unemployment. 

One of the most discouraging things 
about the recent recession was its duration. 
The figures show that industrial production 
leveled out in '79, has generally declined 
since then. But there was encouraging news 
as you all know today. Industrial production 
was up nine-tenths of 1 percent in January, 
with autos and steel up sharply. And this 
upturn has been supported by other favora­
ble economic signals in recent weeks, in­
cluding today's report that January housing 
starts are up 36 percent over the previous 
month to the highest monthly level since 
1979. 

As a result of the economic program we 
have already in place, the recovery is begin­
ning to flex its muscles. But far too many 
Americans are still unemployed. The ques­
tion still before us is how to ease the 
burden on the jobless without threatening 
the long-term recovery. And with this bal­
ance in mind, I recently instructed the 
Office of Management and Budget to see 
what we could do to increase employment 
by providing more relief in the short term. 
But I told them not to bring me just an­
other quick fix. 

Since then, we 've been working toward a 
bipartisan compromise on jobs and humani­
tarian aid. And I hope that in the next sev­
eral days, we can reach an agreement with 
the Congress so that a bill can be on my 
desk in March. 

The bipartisan compromise has three 
basic elements. First, it would provide $4 
billion in accelerated expen9itures for 
needed Federal construction and repair 
projects. These projects directly and indi­
rectly could provide as many as 470,000 
jobs. Second, we would provide $2.9 billion 
to fund the supplementary employment in­
surance--0r unemployment insurance, I 
should say, the programs through the end 
of the year. And, third, we 're seeking 300 
million in additional humanitarian relief for 
those who are in serious distress. 

The President's 
News Conference of 
February 16, 1983 

~ C o ntrary to previous p lan s, this on e is 
consistent with our basic long-term recov­
ery program and my own personal princi­
ples. It funds no make-work jobs. Instead 
we 're speeding up projects that are already 
planned and needed. This approach also 

Employment Programs 

The President. l have a short statement to 
make before we ge t to your questions. I 
assume that you do have some ques tions. I 
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But the AW ACS, this is not an unusual 
happening. We have conducted joint exer­
cises and training exercises with the Egyp­
tian Air Force-one, last year. We'll do 
more in the future . And these planes have 
been there for quite some time in Egypt, 
the AW ACS planes, for this kind of an exer­
cise, and that's what they're going to con­
duct. 

Q. So, if I may follow up, sir. You don't 
see, then, any unusual or particular threat 
from Libya toward Egypt or its neighbors at 
this moment beyond the general attitude 
the Libyans have had? 

The President. Well, as I've said to you, 
we're well aware of their propensity for 
doing things like that, so we wouldn't be 
surprised. But this is an exercise that we've 
done before, are going to do again, and 
going to do it now. And there, as I say, has 
been no naval movement at all. 

Sam [Sam Donaldson, ABC News]? 
Q. Sir, I'd like to follow up on Lou's ques­

tion. We understand that the threat may be 
from Qadhafi to the Sudan. And my ques­
tion to you is, how serious is the threat to 
the Sudan? And, if necessary, would you use 
American forces to stop Qadhafi? 

The President. l don't think there's any 
occasion for that; it's never been contem­
plated. But we·ve known that the Sudan is 
one of the neighboring states that he has 
threatened with destabilizing and so forth, 
just as he has with Chad. And that's all I 
can say about that. But, no, we don't have 
any forces in that area that would be in­
volved. 

Q. Well , sir, the question arises because, 
you"ll remember very well, in 1981 we shot 
down two of Qadhafi's aircraft that we said 
were challenging us in the Gulf of Sidra. I 
take it if we do have naval forces there, 
we'd repeat that, if necessarv? 

The President. Well, this ·was an exercise 
that is held annually by our navy, and part 
of the force was deployed narrowly in the 
Gulf o f Sidra, which h e had tried to claim­
international water or was-not internation­
al waters, I'm sorry-was his waters. This is 
as if we ran a line from the Texas border 
o\·er to the tip of Florida and said the Gulf 
of \1exico is American waters. '.\lo one else 
can ge t in. 

But in that instance, it was just very clear 
cut. They sent out planes, and they shot 

missiles at two of our airplanes that 11·, ·r, · '. ;; 
there. And two of our airplanes tun:" : 
around and shot missiles at them . . \nd •,1r 

were just better shots than they wen·. 
Q. Would we do it again if necessan·. , :r· 
The President. I think that any tim ~- L: 

our forces, wherever we have put thl'm. Jr•· 
fired upon, I have said, they've got a nd:: 
to defend themselves, yes. 

Now, Godfrey [Godfrey Sperlini.:. J: . 
Christian Science Monitor ? 

Gun Control 

Q. To another very difficult problem. \Ir 
President: crime. You are aware, I am ,urc. 
hat the United States has an utte~lv <lu• 

graceful number of murders. Do yo~ lw­
lieve that there's any correlation betwel'n 
the wide dissemination of guns in this coun• 
try and this disgraceful record? An<l . m 
short, isn't it time for a truly effecti\'(• cu:i 
control law? 

The President. We get back to thl' 1,I,: 
argument again-and I have stated nun, 
times-you cannot find in the States. th,· 
various States that have gun control la11 , 
that there is any proportionate differencl' 11: 
the crimes committed where there .1r" 
those very strict laws and where they .m· 
far looser in their laws. 

I think that what we should be aiming Jt 
all over the country is what we did in C.1h ­
ornia, and that is that-never mind wheth­
r you're going to try to take guns ;.1.w.1, 
om good people, the criminal is going tn 

ind a way to have a gun. What we did w;i, 
say that anyone convicted of a crime. if h,· 

ad a gun in his possession at the time th,· 
crime was committed, whether he used 11 

or not, add 5 to 15 years to the prison sl'n· 
tence and make the prison sentence m;.1.nclJ· 
tory. No probation could be given. :\ ncl I 
think that is more of an answer. The gun, 
aren't making people criminals; criminJI, 
are using guns. 

Q. Well, I've been wanting to ask you th,, 
for a long while, and with Mr. Hinckley in 
the news again this last week, don't you 
think that things might have been different 
'f Hinckley hadn't had more difficulty in 
eing able to get a gun? 
The President. Sure would have bet>n 
ore comfortable, except that at · 2 o"clock 

n the afternoon, thereabouts, out there sur-
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rounded by many of you, he did what he 
did in an area that has about the strictes 
gun control laws that there are in th 
C'nited States. Now, how effective are gu 
control laws for someone that wants t 
commit a crime using a gun when he could 
choose the place where there's supposed to 
be least likel to have one? 

Radio]? 

Lebanon 

ssociated Pres 

Q. Mr. President, in a recent interview 
vou indicated that if the stabilization of 
Lebanon would require more peacekeeping 
forces that we ought to be willing to do 
that. My question is, is the U.S. proposing or 
is it backing a plan that would include more 
peacekeeping forces in Lebanon, and would 
those forces be somewhere other than the 
Beirut area? 

The President. We have said-and there 
had been talk of this with regard to the 
difficulty in getting the present forces of 
the PLO, the Syrians, and the Israelis out of 

• 

Lebanon while they es tablish themselves 
and their government-we have said that if 
in consultation with our allies, the multina­
tional forces, if an increase and redeploy-

• 

ment of those forces could aid and speed up 
this getting of the other forces out of there, 
I would be willing to go along with that. Of 
course, we would ha\·e to have the equal 
agreement of our allies in that , or mavbe 
other countries could join, too. · 

And I think it would be well worth it, 
because I think this is too great an opportu­
nity to finally bring peace to the ~liddle 
East for us to let this go by. And I would 
like-as I say, I think it would be well 
worth the price to ha\·e them there. It 
doesn't mean that their dutv would be ve rv 
much anv different than it . is todav. It's t~ 
be a stabilizing force while Liby; [Leba­
non] 1 reco\·e rs from this long period of war­
lords with the ir own armies and so forth 
and establishes its sovereignty over its ow~ 
borders. 

Q. If I cou ld follow up. you seem to be 
indicating that you ha\·e decided. Ha\·e you 

1 White House co rrectio11. 

proposed it? Is it part of the plan that ~Ir. 
Habib 2 has taken? 

The President. No; this is just, as I've said, 
that if this should become a factor, and this 
could be the key element in resolving this 
situation, this departure of forces from Leb­
anon. Then, yes, I would be willing to go 
along with this. 

West German Elections 
Q. Mr. President, as you know, there's an 

election approaching in West Germany, and 
the latest polls appear to give the opposi­
tion a prospect at least of winning those 
elections in March. My question to you is, 
what do you think the consequences would 
be for the West em Alliance if a new 
German Government took office and de­
clined to deploy the Pershing missiles? 

The President. I think it would be a terri­
ble setback to the cause of peace and 
disarmament. So · far I've had no indication 
that that would be a possibility. Herr 
Vogel 3 has been here in this country. He 
indicated support of what it is that we're 
proposing in the arms reduction talks, and 
he seemed to indicate his knowledge of 
how important our continued plan to 
deploy-remember, at their request-those 
missiles would be in securing this reduction 
in armaments. 

So, we're not going to inject ourselves 
into anyone else's internal affairs or elec­
tions at all. But I believe that the Vice 
President's trip there found great support 
all over Europe of what it is we're doing, 
and in Germany, even, from the fact that 
there is-they're preparing for an election. 

Q. So, you think the deployment question 
will not turn on the West German elections, 
then? 

The President. :--.io, I don't. I don't reallv 
believe that. · 

When I said it would be terrible, I did not 
mean that to infer as that someone else 
might \Vin an election. I meant that it 
would be terrible if any of our allies with­
drew from their present position of support 
for this . 

2 Philip C. Habib, the President 's Special 
Representative for the .\fiddle East. 

3 Hans-jochen Vogel, Social Democratic 
Party candidate for Chancellor . 
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vou can choose for yourself, stiffer require­
~ents for graduating. All of those things, I 
think your school is engaged in and is doing 
right now. 

Mr. Garcia. Okay. Anyone else? Are 
there any other questions? Okay, then 
give-pass the microphone over to Robin­
Robin. Pass it down to Robin. There you go. 

Q. Mr. President, how do you like living 
in the White House? 

The President. How do I like living in the 
White House? 

Q. Yes. 
The President. Well, I've described it sev­

eral ways and several different ways. I told 
them once when I was a kid and my father 
worked in a store, we lived above the store. 
It's a little bit that way in the White House. 
You go to work in an elevator-[laughter]­
and go home from work in an elevator. No, 
it's very beautiful, and you 're impressed by 
the history of the building and can 't com­
plain about the lack of comfort. It is a most 
comfortable place to li ve . 

At the same time, there is a little feeling 
of being a bird in a gilded cage. You're 
rather restricted and limited in what you 
can do. Once you get upstairs there, that's 
about where you are until it's time to go to 
work again. And that's why I found why so 
many Presidents, including myself now, on 
weekends go to Camp David, where you 
can get back to a normal house and open a 
front door and walk out in the yard if you 
want to, take a hike, and do things of that 
kind. You are restricted there in the heart 
of the city. 

But the historv of it never ceases to im­
press you, the k~owledge of all the people 
that have lived there . It used to be that the 
White House was also all the offices of the 
President's staff and Cabinet and so forth . 
And it was in the time of Teddv Rooseve lt 
when-- , 

Mr. Garcia. Mr. Pres ident!" 
The President. What!" 
Mr. Garcia. I think our time is pretty 

short now, and I see a signal coming over 
here. And it 's- -

The President. All right . 
.\-fr. Garcia. --been a pleasure to have 

you visit with us here at--
The President. Well , l\·e enjoyed it. 
Mr. Garcia. Okay, so we want to thank 

you very much. 

The President. I left Teddy Roosevelt way 
up in the air. And I was just going to tell 
that they had seven children, and his wife 
one day told him that he was going to have 
to get all those employees of his out of the 
White House or she couldn't raise seven 
kids. [Laughter] And that's when they built 
the Oval Office and all the places where we 
now have the offices that we go to in an 
elevator . 

Well, listen, I've taken too much of your 
time. And let me just once again say, really, 
take seriously what is happening here. This 
is a course that can be as important as any­
thing in the world to all of you and what 
your futures--what you want your futures 
to be. 

Mr. Garcia. I think that's about it. 
The President. Sure. [Inaudible] 
Mr. Garcia. No, not at all. We want to 

thank you very much. It's been an honor to 
have you here. 

Note: The question-and-answer session 
began at 10:21 a.m. in the Pioneer High 
School courtyard. The students were partici­
pants in the high school's Limited English 
Proficiency Clinic, which is taught by 
Daniel A. Garcia. 

"Salute to the President" Dinner 

Remarks at the California Republican Party 
Fundraising Dinner in Long Beach, Calif. 
June 30, 1983 

The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you. Ed, thank you very much. And 
I thank you all for that wonderful California 
welcome. I, too, miss those who couldn't be 
here tonight. But, Bill, you mean they're 
still doing it on the night before the first of 
July? 

Response. Hasn 't changed in 16 years. 
The President. l can remember 8 years of 

waiting up there until 3 and 4 in the morn­
ing. You see, they stop the clock at mid­
night, so that it won't be the first of July, 
while they go on doing what they're doing. 

Well, seeing old friends like you here to­
night is the best part of the trip. And now, 

963 



: the 
·:ing 
.: he 
~h, 
: he 
irst 
.,·m 
-;ht. 
3e­
·Jt· 

,-

• 

• 

t 

Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1983 I June 30 

courage makes a majority." George 
wants to make it safe for Californians to 
walk their streets again without having to 
be afraid. He said no to Prop. 15 because 
you won't get gun control by disarming law 
abiding citizens. There's only one way to 
et real gun control: Disarm the thugs an 
he criminals, lock them up, and if yo 

don't actually throw away the key, at leas 
se it for a lon 

o e p working 
people keep their earnings safe from all 
those who would bleed them dry with 
higher and higher taxes. I note that there 
have been some complaints about and 
against Prop. 13-anything to get more tax 
dollars. Maybe you could help George by 
sending a message: Tell them the people 
approved Prop. 13, the people still want 
Prop. 13, and the people will defend Prop. 
13. 

I think I can sympathize with what 
George is up against. When I was here a 
year ago, I said that we were in an epic 
contest with the proponents of "No," the 
people who offer the politics of no growth, 
no take-home pay, no incentives to work or 
save. 

We arrived in Washington to find an eco­
nomic calamity dumped in our laps-spend­
ing increasing at an annual rate of 17 per­
cent, double-digit inflation, record interest 
rates, and a tax system pushing working 
families into higher brackets faster than 
they could earn and save. 

It took us nearly the entire first year to 
get our program approved and, even then, 
the tax cut had to be watered down. We 
had proposed a 30-percent cut; they gave 
us 25 percent, and they delayed the start of 
that for several months. 

The morning after the tax cut passed, the 
liberals there in the Congress started an­
nouncing that the program had failed. I 
borrowed the ir favorite word, "fairness," 
and said that fairness required that they 
give us a little more time, like 24 months 
instead of 24 hours. And they made predic­
tions then, more predictions than the TV 
weatherman. [Laug hter] They said our pro­
gram would guarantee double-digit infla­
tion. They had left us an inflation rate of 
12.4 percent. That has been knocked down 
to 3.5 percent for the last year, the lowest 
in 10 years. And for the last 6 months, it's 

been less than 2 percent. They said the pro­
gram would push interest rates to a new 
record. Well, the prime rate was 21.5 per­
cent when they left town. Today, it's 10.5 
percent. 

And then they got mean. They tried to 
cap the last installment of your tax cut. But 
yesterday morning, 55-45, the Republican 
Senate voted to give you the full IO-percent 
cut, beginning tomorrow morning. And it 
will be followed by indexing in 1985. If 
they had their way, they'd tax motherhood 
and apple pie. 

A recovery is gaining momentum, and 
the economy is beginning to sparkle. Tax 
rates have been cut. Real wages are im­
proving. Retail sales are up. Productivity 
has reversed its decline. The stock market 
has surged into new high ground. Venture 
capital investments have reached record 
levels. Production is increasing in one in­
dustry after another. More and more work­
ers are being called back. And the words of 
Al Jolson are true today, "You ain't seen 
nothing yet." How come they don't call it 
Reaganomics anymore? [Laughter] 

You know, I never called it that. That 
wasn't my choice. I've always thought that 
what we put in operation there was the 
people's program, your program. And 
anyway, Reaganomics, that was better than 
taxonomies, and the last thing we need is 
more taxes for more spending. And if they 
can't get that straight, then I am prepared 
to veto their budget-busting appropriation 
bills, again and again and again. 

Tax rates affect prices for working, 
saving, and investment. And when you raise 
the price of those productive activities, you 
get less of them and more activity in the 
underground economy and the tax shelters. 
And if you're in business, you know you 
can't force the public to buy products that 
aren't selling by raising the price. Too many 
in Washington and across the country still 
believe that we can raise more revenues 
from the economy by making it more ex­
pensive to work, save, and invest in the 
economy. 

Do you know that since the capital gains 
tax rate was cut in 1978, Federal revenues 
from that tax have gone up in spite of the 
lower rate? And since the top rate of per­
sonal income tax was lowered from 70 to 50 
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TO THE 112TH ANNUAL ME!'1BERS BANQUET 
OF THE NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION 

1:02 P,i•1. NST 

Phoenix Civic Plaza 
Phoenix, Arizona 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. (Applause.) Thank you 
very much. President Gaffney, officers, Mambers of the Congress, 
honored guests, rnay I add \tith pride and pleasure, my fellm-, 
mernbero of tl1e National Rifle Association, -- (applause) --
I'm delighted to be here in Phoenix in this great good neighbor 
state of Arizona and I'm delighted to be with all of you. It does 
my spirit good to be with people who never lose faith in America, 
\·rho ne•,er stop believing in her future ··- and who never back do\om 
one inch from defending the constitutional freedoms that are 
every American's birthright. (Applause.) 

And t·rhile I 1ias thanl:ing all of you for a ,-,arm t·relcome , 
I understand that in another room, unable to fit into this one, 
are about 1,000 rnore people that are watching through closed-circuit 
television and I welcome them and thank them for being -present. 
And it's \·10nderful also to know that I'm on daytime TV and not 
the late . late shou. (Laughter. Applause.) 

Before I get into my re!'!larks, I uould like to pause 
a moment and re!)ort to you on some very good net·ts from another 
part of the \'/Orld that I've just received. For the past two 
months, I and others in our administration, have been closely 
involved in negotiations in the i•tiddle East. And this morning 
I had the pleasure of speaking tli th Secretary Shultz, who is 
there in the iliddle East, Defense flinister Moshe Jl.rens of Israel 
and then I talked to Prime :-linister Begin. And they reported 
to me on the decision of the Israeli Cabinet to accept in 
principle the agreement ·.mrked out by Secretary Shultz for the 
withdra,-,al of Israeli forces from Lebanon. (Applause.) 

This agreement is a step forward. It can lead 
to the restoration of Lebanon's sovereignty throughout its 
territory \·1hile also e nsuring that Southern Lebanon will not 
again b e come a base for hostile actions against Israel. Through 
diligent and patient diplomacy, •:te 're proving once again that 
direct negotiations are the best path to peace bett·reen Israel 
and her neighbors. I'm sure that all those t·rho seek peace 
and stability in Lebanon will t·relco:ne this decision by the 
Israeli Cu.binet and will join us in seeking wider sur-port. 

At ti1:ies the challenge of resolving the problems 
of the Middle East and the world may seem long and difficult, 
but the alte rnative i::; chaos, conflict, ar.d more humane suffe ring 
human suffering, I should say. The United States is corranitted 
to peaceful progress. Ours is the t·ray of reason and negotiation 
and we will never st·rerve from that path. I want to salute Prime 
?-1inister 
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Begin and the Israeli Cabinet today, just as I salute President 
Gemayel and the leadership of Lebanon. 

And may I add a word or two on behalf of Secretary George 
Shultz and our Ambassador Phil Habib, whose tireless efforts and 
dedication to reason have done so much to make this possible. Today 
we have crossed an important threshold on the path to peace. 
(Applause.) 

And, now, back to business. And what an honor to be together 
on the 112th annual meeting of this great organization. As a matter 
of fact, I'm honored to belong to any organization that's been around 
longer than I have. (Laughter.) 

Not too long ago, I had a very memorable visit from your 
officials. They walked into the Oval Office with some members of 
the "F" troop of the Texas army. Now, when I saw how those fellows 
were dressed, and what they were packing, I didn't know whether 
to stretch out my hand, or make a run for it through the Rose 
Garden. (Laughter.) 

Well, it turned out they wanted to induct me into the 
Texas army, and to give ma a beautiful, hand-crafted flintlock 
rifle. And I thank you for taking such good care of it because it's 
in your museum now. 

Being a part of this group, you know that good organizations 
don't just happen. They take root in a body of shared beliefs. They 
grow strong from leadership with vision, initiative and determination 
to reach great goals. And what you've accomplished speal:a for 
itself -- more than 2.5 million members and NRA's getting stronger 
every day. · 

May I just say that we have great respect for your fine, 
effective leaders in Washington -- Harlan Carter, Warren Cassidy and 
your Institute for Legislative Action. 

We saw proof of NRA's strength a few months ago. Some 
of you share a special blessing with me -- you're Californians. 
And you shocked California last November when you mobilized to 
send help and to down Proposition 15 and defeat it. (Applause.) 
You pointed out that police would be so busy arresting handgun 
owners, that they would be unable to protect the people against 
criminals. It's a nasty truth, but those who seek to inflict 
harm are not fazed by gun control laws. I happen to know this 
from personal experience. (Applauoe.) 

You know, I've always felt a special bond wi~ the members 
of your g~oup. You live by Lincoln's words, "Important principles 
may and must be inflexible." Your philosophy put its trust in 
people. So, you insist on individuals be held responsible for 
their actions. The NRA believes that America's laws were made to 
be obeyed and that our constitutional liberties are just as importan 
today as 200 years ago. And by the way, the Constitution does 
not say that government shall 
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decree the right to keep and bear arn:s. 
-- the right of the people to keep and 

nfringed." (Applause.) Thank you very 
hat and said it last. (Laughter.) 

( 

The Constitution says :1 
bear arms shall not be 
much. I wioh I'd saved 

But I believe we s~are the same goal , a strong America, 
carrying th~ banner of freedom and secure from threats to our 
domestic tra~quility, economic well-being and national security. 

No group does more to promote gun safety- and respect 
for the laws of this land than the NRA and I thank you. Still, 
we've both heard the charge that s;.;,pporting gun owners rights 
encourages a violent, shoot-em-up society. But just a minute. 
Don't they understand that most violent crim~s are not committed 
by decent, law-abiding citizens? They're cor.unitted by career 
criminals. Guns dcu't make criminals. Hard-core criminals 
use guns. And loc~ing th~m up, the hard-core criminals up, and 
throwing away the key is the best gun control law we could ever 
have. (Applause.) 

When I was Goverr,or of California, we dealt with gun 
control, we added 5 to 15 years to the sentence of any criminal 
who, while committing a cri:r,a, h.~d a ~;t\n in his possession, whether ', 
he used that g~n or not. Now, I'm even more convinced than ever 
that this is the right approach if they're going to talk about some­
thing to do with guns and crime. (Applause.) 

I've said many times that our administration didn't 
come to \·Jashington to continue business as t:f5ual. Either we make 
fundamental reforms that change things for the better or we aren't 
doing our job. He think it's time for our loved ones to walk the 
streets of A.~erica withou~ being afraid. (Applause.) 

So we have declared war on organized crime and the 
c areer crimir.al element in America. !1ore than a hundred prosecutors' 
offices are working with special teams around the country to throw 
the book at career criminals in court. And we're determined to 
cripple the drug pushers who are poisoning the minds and bodys of 
our chilc!::E'n. t-7e want mandatory sentences. We want firm and 
speedy application of penalties. And we want to abolish parole · 
or federal offenses. (Applause.) nut there's one thing we do 

not want: We will never disarm any American who seeks to protect 
his or her family from fear and harm. (Applause.) 

Yo'.l know, I have to interject something I hadn't 
planne d to say here; but ~a,,jng mentioned being the Governor 
of C~lifornia, during a time when they were talking gun control 
there in our State, I received a letter, a most unusual letter, 
from a convicted burgler serving time in San Quentin Prison. 
And he wrote and told me that he just thought from his vantage 
point, where he was, he'd like to tell me how happy it would make 
all of them if we would a<lopt gun control. And then he explained 
the inside of his profession. Ee said, "~·7e can case a place, a 
home. t·le can watch and learn the habits of the people that 
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live there i-rhen they're in and out and all of that." Dut he 
said, "The one tllinCJ· that ah,ays sticks .in our · mind that- ,-,e 
can never answer is, is that one of thooe homes wiiere the fello,-, 
has a gun in -:i drawer by the bed7" And he said that, "That's 
the one that scares us most of all." So, he said "There would 
be a lot of smiles in this place if you t-rould adopt gun control.' 
(Applause.) 

!'7e are making headway in our crackdo,m on crime. A 
recent U.S. News and Norld Report story said that . "It may be 
no accident that the first dip in U.S. crime totals in five years 
coincides ,-,i th a natiom-ride crackdo°l'm on career criminals." 
Serious reported crime dropped by four percent in 1982, after 
rising more than 21 percent since 1977 and 254 percent since 
1962. 

Longer prison sentences and tougher treatment are 
beginning to pay dividends. And l!lake no mistake= This is happening 
because you, the people, are fed up with crime. You're the ones 
who are organizing neighborhood patrols, supporting ynur local 
police , insisting that justice be carried out - ··and:· every time 
you do that, you keep the spirit of democracy strong in America. 

This morning I had the pleasure of meeting Arizona's 
Sun City Posse - - a group which has had great success roping in 
the bad guys. They' re not a posse in the old•· time sense, 
just individuals who patrol their neighborhoods in their cars, 
,,earing hard hats and carrying whistles and flashlights. 

Hay 15th marks the beginning of National Police Week. 
I urge you and every citizen to let our men and women in blue 
acrosi. America knO\;' t-re stand with them this week and every 
week of the year·. (Applause.) Another way NRA can help police 
is to support our efforts for a minimum mandatory term of 
five years imprison.'llent, and perhaps there will be some 
disagreement in this but I have to say it, for the use of 
armour-piercing bullets during a federal crime of violence. 
These are designed to truly be a threat to lai-, enforcement 
officers ,-!ho, so many times, have to depend on bullet- proof 
vests. 

!-1e can't solve the problems overnight. But since 
we established our Florida task force against drugs, drug-related 
arrests have risen sharply. Just last week, our agents trailed, 
and then landed behind a suspicious plane near LaBelle, Florida. 
THO drug smugglers jumr,ed out of the plane and ran a,-,ay. One 
of them s1·1am across a canal and hid in the bushes. The 
alligators didn't get him, but our enforcement peo~le did. 
They seized 625 pounds of cocaine valued at $137.5 million. 

And let me interject something here. I'm not 
one 1·1ho often feels or too often vents anger. But I ;rant the 
Jl.merican people to knm-, that they' re faced with the most sinister 
despicable actions. He have strong evidence that hi<Jh ·· level 
Cuban ~overnrnent officials have been involved in smuggling 
drugs into the United Stutes. Attorney General Smith and 
FBI Director 1Jebster have assured me that they ,-rill use every 
resource they have to comlJat t~is menace. And as we crack 
do\ln on criminals, 
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trying tc move forward on another front: to reform the 
irearms laws which needlessly interfeL?. with the rights of 
egitimate g-,:. .. owners like yourselves. We're working closely 
ith your leadership and congressional sponsors of firearms 
egislation, such as Senators McClure and and Congressman 
olkmer. I look forward to signing a bill that truly protects 
he rights of law-abiding citizens, wltho~t diminishir.g the 
ffectiveness Qf criminal law enforcement against the misuse o 

rearms. 

Your leadership's -- (applause) -- support has been 
important to us. Just last year, I siqned two amendments into 
law. One eliminated unnecessary record-keeping requirements on 
22-caliber rimfire ammunition. The other saved many custom 
gunsmiths from financial ruin. 

And I want you to know that I'm in favor of the Civilian 
Marks~anship Program. I support this idea because -- (applaus~) 
clear back to the Revolutionary War, one of the great talents of 
American soldiers has been their marksmanship. And it turned out 
they developed this shooting at targets and plinking as young 
boys. So, I'm asking Secretary Weinberger to study ways in which 
the marksmanship program can be improved. 

I'm also happy to report that since I took office the sale 
of i>i-1 rifles to participant:; and instructors in high-power 
rifle marksmanship training programs has been increased significantly . 
And I have asked the Department of Defense to look at ways in 
which sales might be increased even further. (Applause.) 

May I say a few words about conservation and the group 
I consider the foremost conse=vationists of our wildlife resources 
America's sportsmen, hunters and fisherrneu. As -- (applause) -­
Te~dy -- As Teddy Roosevelt recognized, "The free, self-reliant, 
adventur~us life, with its rugged .•• democracy; the wild s~rroun­
dings, the grand beauty of the scenery, the chance to study the 
ways and habits of the woodland creatures -- all these unite to 
give to the career cf the ••• hunter its peculiar charm." 

Well, unfortunately, there's been a kind of elitist attitude 
in Washington that vast natural resource areas must be locked up 
to save the planet from mankind. Well, we have a different 
philosophy -- one based on respect for both man and nature. Our 
administration believes in the concept of stewardship, caring for 
the resources we have for the benefit of mankind. 

Now -- (applause) -- Now, let me be clear about those .wo=ds 
stewardship for the benefit of mankind. tJe favor economic 
development but not within our national parks or within our 
wilderness areas. We have not and never will propose that. What 
we do say is when the last administration arbitrarily closed tens 
of millions of acres of Alaskan land, telling sports hunters to 
stay out, then, yes, we think that was wrong and we're trying to 
correct it. (Applause.) 

MORE 
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We' re tryir.g to correct !:'Omething else , too. A 1980 
General Accounting Office r ~pcrt ~arr.ed of health and safety 
hazards in our national parks. During th~ previous administration, 
the National Park Service budget for restoration and improvement 
had been cut. Now, I don't usually brag about spending money: 
but we have doubled it. We have the active support of NRA. We've 
also add=essed one of America's most neglected and serious environ­
mental problems, the destruction of our wet lands. 

Our national parks, national wildlife refuges and 
coastal barriers, ~etl~nds, national forests and public lands are 
better managed today than they were just a few years ago. And I 
think that story merits more attention than it's received. 

Another point which should be better understood: The 
backbone of our conservation efforts begins with American sports­
ment. For over 40 years, hunters have been paying a special 
excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition through the Pittman­
Robertson Act, nearly $1.2 billion since 1939. State wildlife 
managers have used these funds to preserve and enhance valuable 
wildlife habitats. Such wild creatures as the whitetail deer, 
the ruffed grouse, wild t~rkey and pronghorn antelope, which were 
th=eatened with extinction in many araas have been brought back , 
in some ~ases, to great abundance. 

This past year alone, American hunters have paid more 
than $107 million toward these conservation efforts. The money 
will funa important studies of gane and their habitat. It will 
provide food and habitat p=ojects for wildlife. And portions will 
go for hunter safety and education courses where our youngsters 
will be taught marksmanship, firearms safety and some of the 
values and ethics of hunting and the outdoors. I deeply appreicate 
your contributions to preserving our national treasures for the 
benefit of our people and future generations. 

This idea of stewardship, of preserving and ca=ing for 
what we have, bringing our economy back to health so you, the 
people, can make us great again, that's a crucial part of keeping 
America free and making her secure. Now, I know that the road to 
recovery has been long and hard. Too ~3ny people are still out of 
work. But I believe with all my heart that we have turned the 
corner. We are on our way back. And like that fighter, Rocky 
Balboa, America is getting stronger now. 

You know, when I see inflation down, interest rates 
down, tax cates being cut, industrial production and productivity 
up, housing starts and auto sales up and workers being called 
back, 250,000 more people put to work last month -- Now, that 
our program is doing what we said it would, I have to ask of our 
c=itics, how come they're not calling it Reaganornics anymore? 
(Laughter.) 

Yes, some critic5 say nothing is right. They oppose 
budget savings and they oppose tax cuts. Despite the calamity 
they created, the:' continue to =esi:.t reform. Their attitude 
reminds me of a cormnent a great American made about a similar 
situation. "Those who are frightened," he said, '"by boldness and 
cowed by !:he necessity for making decisions complain that 
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all we have done is unnetiessarr and sub;e-ct to araat risks. Now 
that these people a~e coming out of their s t.orm ~c~llars, they forget 
that there eve:r. was a storm." 

i7ell, now those wor-.:ls were spoken by President Franklin 
Delano Roos:eve'.i.~ in 1934. Well, I haven't forgotten the storm that 
was r :..:J~.: .~arcund eve:..~ fr.mily in 1980 . Wi th all aue r~spect, may 
I remind our critics: Those w~1c, sa<ldled this nation with double­
~igi·;: inflation, 21. 5 pe:ccent i.,tarest rate.;; -- the highest in more 
than 100 years -- t.,a worst tax burden in our peacetime history, 
are the last people who should ?Y.. giving sermons on fairness and 
compassion. (Ap~lause.) 

If ir_~lat::i.on hi!d continued as it w~s when they Wl;!re in 
office, a ::amily of foi:.::- 0n a fixed in-::cme of $20,UC•0 would be more 
tnar. $1,500 poor~r in purchasing power today. If t.,eir tax 
5.ncreases had stayed on the books, and cur tax cuts had."'l.' t :!,e :;;n 
;:iasse:!.- a median-income family of four wouJ.cl be pa~,.'ing $700 r.10:-e 
in federal income taxes this yea~. If this is the :iber~l idea of 
fairness and compassion, way the good Lord be with you if they ever 
have tr.eir way. (Applause.; 

P:i:-c si.:lsnt Jc,J·,:: F. Kennedy 5aid in 1963, " •• othe largest 
single b.i:..:rier to Zull empl-:,y:11ent ••• c1nd to c.. high~r rate of economic 
growth is the ••• hs av-1 rlrng of fed~ral income taxes on pzivate 
purchasi!_g p-:::iv:er, initia tive .:ind ir.centive." Those wise words are 
just as '.: :,_·:~0 today. I will veto a:.,y attempt to t.:tmp~r \o•.ith the 
third y ear of ~ O'.lr t.c:.x cu·i:, or the inde~ing -,;. ::o ·-_.j_s ion.. (Applause.) 

,"-'l.d the other da~/ I had a very exc:iting experience w!1en 
a member of th!:! Sen.:.te and a mernb~r of the Hol1r;e \-Tall-::~d into m~l 
office, each p::::-.i,~.f,nt:e1 me a l e tt1::.:-1 each :ettcr s i gne.d by enc ugh 
r-1e r. i:1 \:he House -- r.,en and women ' .n the House and enough Senators 
to gua rantee thP. upholding of any vetoes that I might take with 
regard to the t axing matters. (Applause.) 

Ind Ex ing is ~he best security middle-income families 
:1a•:e a ga in s t brac l-.et cree p -- infla.ti-:,n ;:ushiny you into h:..gher 
a nd highe r tax b r a ckets, whe n you get cost-cf-living pay raises and 
so :orth. 'l'hose who would stri.:i;> you of this prote:::t:ion are tax 
1rabbers, pure and simple. 

The United Stc.tes !Jidn't run up a trillion-dollar debt 
0ecau::;e ~•::iu aren't t 2xed enc ugh. i•1P. 've got tha t debt because 
1ove rnment spe~:is t'Jo mi:.:::;·.. W~ :.tee::\ spendi ng rest=aint, not tax 
::. ncre as es. (Applaus e.) I wa:1t to work with the Cong:.:.-ess, b'l;.t not 
at your e~~nse and not at the risk of sabotaging this Lecovery 
that we wcrked so t a rd to achieve. 

Nor .r.ust "ie gamble, ever again, with the f'_ •··.i.::-.::. '..:1' of 
this country by neglectir.g our defense readiness. The day I took 
o f f i ce, our armed forces were in a sh~cking state of ~eglect. I was 
s urprise:1 even thoug!1 I thought I ?-,.d known something about it. 
,•le !"lad si:ortag es o f skilled mar.pcwe:-, fc.ul tr equipment, lack of 
s pare p a rts, ar.1 insu~ficient fuel and a.--:-..~;mition for proper training. 

MORE 
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t-le had planes that couldn't fl~' fo= lack of spare parts, ships 
that couldn't leave port and helicopt:::rs that couldn't stay 
aloft. 

I believe it's imrnoral ' to ask the sons and daughters of 
America to p=otect this land with second-rate equipment and 
bargain-basement weapons. (l\pplause.) If they can put their lives 
on the line to prote~t our way of life, tbe n by gol~y we can 
give· them the ueapo:-:.s, the training and the money they need 
to do the job riqht. And when it comes to keeping Me::ica safe 
and strong, when it comes to l~eeping P-.merica free. there 
should be no Rcpu~licans or Democrats, only patriotic America ns 
working together. (Applause. ) 

'. !e 've begun to pay our rnili tary personnel ~ decent 
Hage. He've increased pilot :':lying time, extended basic training 
inven':.ories. The level and quality of recruits are up sharply 
uith the highest levels they've ever been. 

By providing adequate compensation for our soldiers, 
by giving them tl:e tools they need to clo their jobs, we're 
restoring dignity, honor and pride to the uniform of the United 
States military and i,1e must not -- we dare r.ot sacrifice that. 

The people who disagree with our side rebuilding 
its mili tar:.' security don't seem to understand: Oi.:::= side is the 
only side ,,,he;:-e people are permitted to disagrt'!e ·-- and that 
z :10uld make them ne rvous. It isn't America that attacks and 
occupies other countries; tie conduct no worldi;ide campaign of 
subversion and terrorism; we don't have to i::>uild Halls to keep 
our people in. or use armtes of secret police and gulag prison 
camps to keep them quiet . 

t·'e ' re a free people, a dernocru.tic people ; t·Te believe 
in God and tre love peace. But let us remember what George 
\·Jash i ngton Narned in 17go : That to be prepared for war is one 
of the l.Jest means of i?reserving the peace. (Applause.) 

There's nothing I ~-,ant moi:-e than a verif i able 
agree me nt t·rith the Scv iet Union to reduce the levels of strategic 
weapons. In the long run ti1at' the bezt ~,ay to l0'.·1er the 
grm-Jth in defc;-ise spend inCJ. But the Soviets \·Till on~y bargain 
in good faith if t!1ey unde rstand we're determined tc defend 
fr e edom -- and I'm dete:;:;i1ined that they will understand that. 
(Applause . ) 

!low, nine days ago, I addressed ';:he Congress O;'l 

the sul.Jject 0 f Centr.:il America, whGre the United States has 
funda l'le ntal and far-reaching inte ::::-ests. Ne must never forget 
tha t t•:10 thirds of all our foreign trade and petrolel.:l!I pai;s 
through the sea lane::. of that region. _tier can ·,,e fo::::-qet that 
a country like El SalvaJor is approxima~ely 10 miles clos~r 
to Phoe nix, Arizona than Phoenix is to ~Jashington, D. C. The 
p e ople of El Salvatlor c:.re not perfect. They've made rni::;takes 
as we ha ve maue mi s takes. But they' re trying, t.·ith great 
bravery and against tremendous odd~ to build the drea.~ of a 
society like ours. 

Tl1ey understca.nd that government must d epend and 
re s t on t h e consent of the Joverned : that only t·rhen people are 
free to •rorship, create and b:.:.ild, only when they are given 
a pe rsonal stake in deciding their destiny, and benefitting 
from their o:m risks -- only then ,-,ill their society become 
dynamic, 
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prosperous, progressive and free, 

But El Salvador is under attack. Guerr~llas with contempt 
for democracy and armed to the teeth by Nicaragua, Cuba and the 
S0viets are determined to shoot their way into power. ~e have 
asked the Congress for a modest package of assistance for the region, 
with three times as much economic aid as military aid, 

But military aid is essential because the auerrillas are 
deliberately destr~ying El Salvador's economy, blowing up bridges, 
railroads, water facilities, telephons and elactrical systems. These 
are not the actions of a people who love the common man and who 
seek to refer.a ~heir system. They're the actions of thug!; who 
trample the ccr.uncn man in their ~~est for total power. 

America faces a choice: Will we give El Salvador he= chance 
to walk beside us in the sunlight c:: -:lemocracy or 'l';ill we turn our 
backs on a friend, letting her slide into a dark night of tyranny, 
rationalizing our inaction with detached lectures en morality.: 

RQ~ning away from thi s clear-cut responsibility would reward 
aggression and bring dishono:.: on the good name of the United States. 
It would swell the tide of political and economic instability in 
Central America, creating a new army of refugees and bringing danger 
closer and closer to heme. I ~ppeal to you today, tell your repre­
sentatives they cannot =emain indifferent to another communist taJce­
over on our doorstep. (Applause.) 

Standing up for ~.rnerica also means standing up for the God 
who has so blessed this land. If we could just keep remembering 
that Moses brousht down from the mountain 10 Ccmrnandments, not 10 
suggestions -- (laughter) (applause) -- and if those of us who live 
for the Lord could remember that he wants us to love our Lord and 
our neighbor, then there's no limit to the problems we could solve 
or the mountains we could clirrh together as a mighty force for good. 

The United States remains the last, best hope for a 
mankind plagued by tyranny and deprivation. America is no stronger 
than its people. And that means you and rr.e, t·lell, I believe in 
you and I believe that if we work together, then one day we will 
say, "We have fought the good fight. We finished the race. We 
kept the faith." And to our children and our children's children 
we can say, "i~e did all that could be done in t~e brief time that 
was given us here on earth." 

Thank you all and God bless you. 

END l : 32 P • t-1. i-1ST 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release January 27, 1983 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

Since its inception, this Administration has been 
committed to removing unnecessary and burdensome federal red 
tape. We are also committed to the idea that it is the 
criminal who is responsible for violence and crime, not the 
law-abiding firearms owner. Accordingly, my Administration 
has sought to remove those restrictions that operate only to 
burden the law-abiding and to concentrate law enforcement 
resources upon criminals. 

I was pleased, therefore, to sign into law two amendments 
to the Gun Control Act of 1968 which remove the recordkeeping 
requirement on sales of .22 rimfire ammunition. Prior to 
this, dealers were required to verify and record the identity, 
birthdate, and ammunition type for most retail ammunition 
sales. Since several billion rounds of ammunition are sold to 
sportsmen and sportswomen each year, a tremendous amount of 
time and paperwork was involved in recording these sales. Yet 
there was little evidence that these recordkeeping require­
ments were of significant use in solving crime. 

These amendments will remove needless recordkeeping 
requirements for the most popular sporting ammunition, the 
.22 rimfire, and thus eliminate the paperwork on over a 
billion rounds annually. · 

(11--~ 
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SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HO U SE 

WAS HIN G TON 

January 25, 1983 

RICHARD G. DARMAN 
ASSISTANT ,.-TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

PEPUTY TO THE CHIEF OF STAFF 

FRED F. FIELDING Orig. signed by FFF 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Proposed Statement to the National 
Rifle Association re: Amendments 
to the Gun Control Act of 1968 

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced draft statement 
and has no legal objection to its issuance. 
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cc: FFFielding 
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MEMO RANDL 1M 

FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WH I TE H OUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

January 25, 1983 

FRED F. FIELDING 

PETER J. RusTHOVE~ 

Proposed Statement to the National 
Rifle Association re: Amendments 
to the Gun Control Act of 1968 

Richard Darman's office requested comments by close of business 
today on the above-referenced draft statement, which Ed Meese, 
in response to a request from the National Rifle Association, 
asked be prepared and issued for publication in the NRA 
magazine and distribution to NRA members. The statement was 
prepared by OPD and has been approved by Meese. 

The background of this matter involves the inclusion in the 
latest continuing appropriations measure, at the sponsorship 
of Senator Robert Dole (R.-Kan.), of an amendment to the Gun 
Control Act of 1968 eliminating record-keeping requirements on 
the sale of .22-caliber ammunition (apparently the most 
popular sporting ammunition). The amendment had no effect on 
recordkeeping requirements for sales of firearms themselves. 

The proposed statement recites the Administration's commitment 
to elimination of "restrictions which operate only to burden 
the law-abiding," and notes the President's "view that it is 
the criminal who is responsible for crime and violence in 
these United States, not the law-abiding firearms owner." The 
amendment is described as eliminating "the paperwork as to 
well over a billion rounds annually." An NRA press release 
dated December 24, 1982, quotes Senator Dole as stating, 
"There has never been a case solved by use of ammunition 
recordkeeping information in 14 years." 

This statement will draw the predictable fire (pardon me) from 
the predictable sources, few of which are likely to have much 
sympathy for the Administration in any event. Substantively, 
the stateme nt appears accurate and, given the subject matter, 
not inflammatory. Since (a) there appears to be no legal 
objection to the statement, (b) it will be well received by 
the NRA membership, and (c) the Counsellor evidently has a 
personal interest in this matter, I do not recommend making 
any objection to its issuance. 

A memorandum for Darman is attached for your review and 
signature. 

Attachment 
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FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

Propose d Statement to the National 
Rifle Association re: Amendments 
to the Gun Control Act of 1968 

Our office has reviewed the above-referenced draft statement 
and has no legal objection to its issuance. 
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DocumentNo. lll 777SS 

WIIlTE HOUSE STAFFING MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 1/24/83 ACTION/CONCURRENCE/COMMENT DUE BY: 1/ 2 5/ 8 3 c. o. b. 

PROPOSED STATEMENT RE AMENDMENTS TO GUN CONTROL ACT OF 1968 
SUBJECT: -------------------------------

· ACTION FYI ACTION FYI 

VICE PRF.SIDENT □ □ FULLER ~ □ 

MEESE □ □ GERGEN ~ □ 

BAKER □ ~ HARPER □ □ 

DEAVER □ ~ JENKINS □ - □ 

STOCKMAN □ C MURPHY □ □ 

CLARK a □ ROLLINS g/' □ 

DARMAN □P ~ WILLIAMSON ✓ □ 

DOLE v' 0 VONDAMM □ □ 

DUBERSTEIN g 
□ BRADY/SPEAKES □ □ 

FELDSTEIN □ □ ROGERS □ □ 

FIELDING ~ □ □ □ 

Remarks: 

May we have your comments on the attached Statement by close of 
business tomorrow, January 25. 

Resnonse: 

Thank you. 

Richard G. Darman 
Assistant to the President 

----------- ----· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

24 January 1983 

MEMORANDUM FOR RICHARD DARMAN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

KENNETH CRIBB, JR.~ 

Proposed Statement Acknowledging RR's Signature 
of Amendments to Gun Control Act of 1968 

NRA has asked for a Presidential statement acknowledging 
that RR signed into law provisions which would remove the 
requirement of record-keeping on sales of .22 - caliber 
ammunition. The statement would be published in the NRA 
magazine and distributed to the entire membership. 

Ed Meese has asked OPD to prepare the attached statement and 
has approved it. He requests that you arrange expedited 
clearance in order to make the NRA deadline. 

Attachments 
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DRAFT 

STATEMENT OF THE PRESIDENT OF 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Since its inception, this Administration has been committed 

to the view that it is the criminal who is responsible for 

violence and crime in these United States, and not the 

law-abiding firearms owner. Accordingly, my Administration has 

supported the removal of restrictions which operate only to 

burden the law-abiding. Instead, we are seeking to concentrate 

law enforcement resources upon criminals. 

I was, therefore, pleased to sign into law two amendments to 

the Gun Control Act of 1968 which remove the requirement of 

recordkeeping on sales of .22 rimfire ammunition. Prior to this, 

dealers were required to verify and record the identity, 

birthdate, and ammunition type for most retail ammunition sales. 

Since several billion rounds of ammunition are sold to sportsmen 

and sportswomen each eyar, there is a tremendous amount of time 

and paperwork involved in recording these sales. Yet there has 

been little evidence that these recordkeeping requirements have 

been of significant use in solving crime. 

These amendments will, at least, remove needless 

recordkeeping requirements for the most popular sporting 

ammunition, the .22 rimfire, and thus eliminate the paperwork as 

to well over a billion rounds annually. 
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NRA lnstitute!~egislative Action 
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT 
CONTACT: NRA ( 202·) 828-6311 

RECORDl<EEPING DROPPED FOR .22-CALIBER AMMO 

DECEMBER 24, 1982 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1969, A SIGNIFICANT PRO-GUN 

AMENDMENT HAS BEEN ADDED TO THE GUN CONTROL ACT OF 1968. 

WITH PUBLIC LAW 97-377 (THE CONTINUING APPROPRIATIONS BILL) SIGNED BY 

THE PRESIDENT ON DEC. 21, THE RECORDlCEEPING REQUIREMENT ON THE SALES OF 
. . . .· 

ALL .22-CALIBER RIMFIRE AMMUNITION WAS DELETED FROM THE FEDERAL GUN LAW. 

SPONSORED BY U.S. SEN. ROBERT DOLE (R-KAN.) AND APPROVED BY VOTES IN 

BOTH THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE, THE REVISION IN THE '68 ACT REMOVES THE 

UNNECESSARY AND TREMENDOUS REGULATORY BURDEN ON THE LEGITIMATE SALE OF 

.22 AMMUNITION TO LAW-ABIDING CITIZENS. THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT ITSELF ·HAS 

LONG ACl<NOWLEDGED THAT SUCH RECORDlCEEPING ON THE BILLIONS OF .22 ROUNDS SOLD 

EACH YEAR WAS WASTEFUL REDTAPE WITH ABSOLUTELY NO LAW ENFORCEMENT VALUE. AS 

SEN. DOLE NOTED ON THE SENATE FLOOR, "THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A CASE SOLVED BY 

USE OF AMMUNITION RECORDKEEPING INFORMATION IN 14 YEARS." 

"THIS PROVISION IS ONE OF MANY SUCCESSES IN REFORMING THE FEDERAL GUN LAW 

THAT WE EXPECT TO SEE IN THE COMING YEAR," SAID WARREN CASSIDY, EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR OF THE NRA INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION. 

-- 30 --

INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATlVB ACTION. 1600 RHOD■ l■LAND AvElnl■ • W .. <i.aJIINGTOM. D.C. 20038 

. . 
- -- - - - - - . - ------



TH E W HITE HOUSE 

WASH I N G TON 

February 18, 1982 

Dear Dr. Eisenhower: 

In reviewing my correspondence recently I discovered with 
some dismay that I had failed to respond to your thoughtful 
letter to the President of last August, dealing with the 
problems of violent crime and whether additional legisla­
tion to control concealable hpndguns should be enacted. I 
sincerely apologize for this oversight. 

As you know, the President is deeply concerned about violent 
crime and improving the ability of all levels of government 
to respond more effectively to this problem. This concern 
led to creation of the Attorney General's Task Force on 
Violent Crime, which reviewed all aspects of this problem 
in considerable depth. 

Handgun control legislation is, of course, a difficult and 
controversial issue on which thoughtful persons .equally con­
cerned about stopping violent crime frequently disagree. 

'Nonetheless, I greatly appreciated the benefit of having 
your thinking on this matter, and took the liberty of sharing 
your letter with persons on my staff and others in the White 
House . 

Again, please accept my thanks for your letter and my apologies 
for inadvertently failing to respond before now. With all good 
wi shes, I am, 

Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower 
4545 North Charles Stree t 
Baltimore , Maryland 21210 

FFF:PJR 2/19/82 
cc: FFFielding 

\11?JRusthoven 
Subject 
Chron. 

Sincerely, 

Prig e1 signed by FFF 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 
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THE WH JTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Se ptember 18; 1981 

FOR: FRED F. FIELDI NG 

FROM: .PETER J. RUSTHOVEN jj.(l_ 
SUBJECT: Letter from Dr. Milton Eisenhower re: 

President's Position on Gun Control 

Our office has been asked to respond to a letter to the 
Pr esident from Dr. Milton S. Eisenhower, President Eisen­
hower's brother, u r ging t he Presiden t to change his mind 
on the appr opri atene ss of gun control legi slation a nd to 
adopt the recommendations on this s ubject made by the 
Att?rney General's task force on violent crime. 

Attached for your r e view and signature is a proposed response 
to Dr. Ei senhower, which does not commit the President one 
way or the other on the ha ndgun control issue. As you are 
aware, from all public reports the President remains basical­
ly opposed to gun control legislation. 

It is my understanding that Herb Ellingwood is working on 
review of the task force r ecommentations and on crime issues 
generally (to the degree our office is involved in such mat­
ters), and that Michael Ohlmann has s i milar responsibilities 
within the Office of Policy Development. Accordingly, also 
attached is a short memorandum to Ohlmann, with copy to Herb, 
forwarding Dr. Eisenhower's letter and your response. 

Attachme nts 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS HI N G T O N 

September 18, 1 981 

De ar Dr. Ei s enhower: 

The President has asked me t o respond to your thoughtful 
l e tte r a ddres s i ng the problem of violent crime and the 
a dvisability o f additional l e gislation aimed at c ont rolling 
c o nce alable handguns. 

As you know, the President is deeply concerned about violent 
c r ime a nd impr oving the ability of a ll levels of gov ernment 
to respond eff ectively to t his problem. This conce rn led 
to creation of the Attorney Ge neral's task force to study 
this entire p r oblem and ma k e recommme ndations on p r oper s t eps 
t hat might b e taken by t he Federal Government to f urther our 
efforts to p r otect our c i ti zens from domestic violence. 

The President also recognizes that handgun control is a dif­
ficult and often controversial issue, and that many citizens 
s hare your belief that further legislation is needed in this 
a r ea. He a l so believes that such legislation raises important 
questions of effectiveness and enforceability , as well as the 
issue whether particular pro~osals should be considered at the 
state and local rather than the Federal level. 

The recommendations of the Attorney General ' s task force on 
this and o ther topics are now being carefully considered. I 
appreciate your sharing your views on this matter, and have 
taken the liberty of forwarding copies of your letter to others 
in the White House directly involved in studying the task force 
recommendations . 

Again , thank you for taking the trouble to set forth your 
thoughts on this issue . Please accept my best wishes on b e half 
of t h e Pres ident for your work on the Eisenhower Foundation for 
the Prevent ion of Vio lence. 

Dr . Milton S. Eisenhower 
4545 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21210 

Sincerely, 

Fred F. Fielding 
Counsel to the President 



:t\1EMORA'.'iDLTM 

THE W HI TE HO USE 

WAS HI NG TO N 

Se pte mber 18, 1981 

FOR,~ MI·CHAEL M. OHLMANN 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT 

FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT 

FROM: FRED F. FIELDING 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Letter :trom Dr •. Mil ton Eisenhower re : 
'Pr·es,ideht' s Position on Gun Control 

Attached for your information is a copy of a letter to the 
President from Dr . Milton Eisenhower, urging the President 
to adapt the recommendations on gun control legislation made 
by th~Attorney Generalfs task force on violent crime. Also 
attached is a copy of our reply to Dr. Eisenhower's letter. 

Attachments 

c c : Herbert E. Ellingwo o d 
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P~E51l>ENT EMERJTU5 

THE JOH NS H OPKINS UNIVERSITY 

Dear Mr. President: 

MILTO N S. EISENHOWER 
4545 NORTH CHARLES STREET 

BALTIMORE, MARYl.AND 21210 

Augus t 20, 1981 

I write you as one who has worked intimately with eight 
of your predece ssors in the White House and as the former 
Chairman o f a Presidential Commi s s i on on the Causes and 
Prevention 2f Violence, an eighteen-month task carri 'e'crout 
by appoint ment of President Johnson and concluded under 
President Nixon. The Commission had the assistance of two 
h undred of t he leading p s ychologists, criminologists, sociol­
ogists, l aw-enforce ment officers, l awyers and oth e r s. The 
Commission's report and a dozen s upporting volumes written 
by research task for ces are in the f iles of the White House. 

In 1969, at the time of our report, the rate of violent 
crime in the United States had doubled in the 1960 1 s follow­
ing a half c entury of gradual decline in that rate. 

The rate doubled again in the 1970 1 s. It is still 
increasing alarmingly. It is now so severe that it has changed 
the very character of American life, with hundreds of thousands 
fleeing the crime-ridden cities and settling in the electronic 
s anctuaries of the s uburbs which are now armed camps. 

Today, at age 82, I am still at work on this problem, now 
as a private citizen. I am chairman of the newly formed 
(Milton) Eisenhower Foundation for the Prevention of Violence. 
Supported by private funds, we shallstudy many existing 
examples of crime reduction by community efforts, give wide­
spread distribution to publications which explain t hese efforts, 
and help with the initial financing of new community programs. 

I know of your past opposition to the control of conceal­
able handguns, but you must be aware of the fact that sixty 
million concealable handguns, including the so-called Saturday 
night specials now in the hands of the people, are seldom used 
by a householder to eject an intruder from the house. Indeed, 
in less than one percent of the intrusions of thieves and other 
criminals is the house-owned gun so used. But those very guns 
are responsible for as many as seventy-five percent of all 
murders and a high percentage of other violent crimes. · Indeed, 
more children are killed in the home by accident than intruders 
are driven out by use of home-owned guns. 

Your task force, appointed by the Attorney General, has 
unanimously made reasonable and useful recommendations to check 
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the importation of parts for Saturday night specials, to 
establish a waiting period for purchasers of concealable 
handguns so that appropriate examinations of applicants may 
be made, and to take other helpful actions. 

Between seventy-five and eighty percent of the American 
people want some type of control brought to bear on the 
original sale, theft, transfer, and use of concealable hand­
guns. I hope you will give the most serious consideration 
to the report now in the hands of the Attorney General. The 
American people will bless you for changing your mind with 
respect to this problem. 

The Honorable Ronald Reagan 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 




