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MEMORANDUM FOR FRED F. FIELDING
FROM: WENDELL L. WILLKIE 7/ *= 7#
SUBJECT: Chester Kongslie's Correspondence

Concerning Photograph of the President
Appearing in Rajneesh Times

Chester Kongslie, an Oregon resident, has written the White House
on several occasions concerning various issues, including his
concern that the Oregon city of Rajneeshpuram, founded by
followers of the Indian "free sex" guru, Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh,
violates the Constitutional separation of church and state. )
Kongslie recently ordered a subscription to the Rajneesh Times
for the President, in order to keep the White House informed of
the cult's activities. ZXongslie's initiative resulted in the
attached picture of the President appearing in the April 1 issue
of that paper.

The Razjneeshese, according to news accounts, own the 64,000 acre
Big Muddy Ranch where John Wayne once made movies. They are now
establishing a colony there, governed by the Bhagwan (who drives
30 Rolls Rovces and never speaks). The Rajneeshese have been
embroiled in substantial litigation with the State of Oregon as
to the legeality of the municipal incorporation of Rajneeshpuram
as well as other matters.

"4

Their reconstructed photograph of the President, which shows him
reading the Rejneesh Times and holding a chimpanzee, may have
been taken from Bedtime for Bonzo. In any event, the photograph
was obviously taken long ago; there could be little doubt in the
mind of any observer that the picture is a hoax. This is
especially true as it appears in an April Fool's Day issue along
with other stories which are clear hoaxes, including one
reporting the "panic~stricken flight" from Oregon of the State's
"bigots", including Governor Vic Atiyeh, Senator Mark Hatfield
and Federal immigration authorities.

It seems clear that no purpose would be served by any correspondence
reguesting the Rajneeshese to discontinue (if indeed they have
continued) use of the President's likeness in any manner

suggesting endorsement of their newspaper. Given the radical,
unorthodox and rather outlandish nature of this group, any such



request would probably be treated in a frlvolpus manner and might
in fact prompt further use of the photograph, Accordingly, I
would recommend that we simply file this matter without further
action.

Nor would 1 respond to Kongslie. It appears he already mistakenly
presumes a special relationship with the White House based on
previous correspondence. He shouldn't be further encouraged to
believe he is a White House agent operating in the Oregon desert.
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Proprietary to the United Press International, July 17, 1984

Judge Frye said the state's case deals (th issues of federal law and should
be heard by a federal court.

Marla Rae, a spokesman for the Attorney General's Office, said the state had
not yet seen the jut 2's ruling but added, '‘our objective continues to be to
have this matter tried as gquickly as possible by the appropriate court.''

''We lost on this motion. We don't know now what our alternatives are. It was

our position that a federal court could not grant the appropriate relief and
that means a federal court does not have the jurisdiction to order a state to
pay or not pay money,'' Ms. Rae said.

Ms. Rae said the state 1y consider an appeal to the 9th U.5. Circuit Court
of Appeals 1in San Francisco.

Ma Prem Sangeet, city attorney for Rajneeshpu 1, said she was pleased but
not surprised by the judge's ruling.

She said because the case involves federal issues it is more appropriately
heard in federal court.

‘'It's time the attorney general stopped fooling around and got on with the
"its of the case,'' Sangeet said.

During a hearing on the :ter last week, Sangeet told Judge Frye the federal

court has more expertise in the constitutional issues that are part of the case
and has greater resources that are necessary because of the case's complexity.

She also 1 .ntained that because state judges are elected, a federal judge

would be more impartial because they do not have to face re-election and would
not be concerned by the unpopularity of a decision in favor of the Rajneeshees.
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clothing, sampled the wares of such places as the Zorba the Buddha Rajneesh
Buffet, the Zarathustra Disco and the city's new $120-a-day Hotel Rajneesh.

A highlight of each day 1s the marning meditation session, known as Satsang.

Applause and cheers erupted from thousands of followers sitting on the floor of
the huge Rajneesh I idir Meditation Hall as Rajneesh took the stage in a
black robe and cap with gold trim, his hands poised in a prayerful gesture.

Mt s of the Rajneesh Peace force -- armed with carbine rifles - stood

guard over Raji 2sh in the corners of the stage during the hour-long session,
which incly :d readings from the guru's teachings.

As the last segment of isic played faster and faster, smiling disciples
clapped along in tir to the beat, standing and a] .auding at its conclusion as
their ister got up to leave.

'‘I loved it -- Bhagwan v ; sO beautiful and there were so many positive

people,’'' said Swami Deva At , 24, who traveled to Oregon from Copenhagen. ‘'l
lost something -~ a bit of myself.'!'

Other daily events at the festival include dyn: [c¢ meditation, live music and

the init  :ion of new followers, known as sannyasin, who are given new,
Rajneesh names.

A video facility was set up at Devateerth Mall for showings of Rajneesh

discourses and the darshan, concluding celebration with the guru that occurs
July 6 at this year's event.
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The Associated Press

The iterials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These
materials may not be republished without the express written consent of The
Associated Press.

Wi iesday, PM cycle
SECTION: Domestic News
LENGTH: 400 words
HEADLINE:
DATELINE: SALEM, Ore.
KEYWORD: Rajneeshpuram Ruling

Bt ’:

The Oregon Court of A} 2als has reversed itself, saying it was wrong when
it upheld the incorporation of Rajneeshpuram, the town founded by followers of
an Indian guru.

The new opinion, obtained Tuesday by The Oregonian in advance of its release

today, means that followers of the Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh must go
back to Wasco County in their gquest for a city named Rajneeshpuram on land zoned
for farm use.

"This means there is no city unless the Rajneeshees can show Wasco County why

it is needed there," : (d Henry Richmond, director of the land-use watchdog
group 1000 Friends of Oregon.

An attorney representing the Rajneeshees called the court's reversal "a

tragedy.” Al Johnson of Eugene said he would "definitely" appeal the reversal
to the Oreqgon Supreme Court.

The court, split 6-4, said it was reversing its ruling issued March 31 in

order to give the "appropriate degree of judicial respect" to Land Use
Conservation and Development Commission ruling last year invalLidating the city.

The commission acted after the Land Use Board of Appeals in September 1983
held that incorporation of Rajneeshpuram on land zoned for farming violated
state land-use laws because incorporators failed to go through a zoning
exceptions process.

The Appeals Court decision came on a petition for review of its earlier
ruling, filed by several plaintiffs, including 1000 Friends.

Prem Sangeet, attorney for Rajneeshpui 1, said she hadn't seen the ogpinion
yet but said she was "very concerned" that the reversal was setting precedent.

"I think it should raise guestions in a lot of people‘s minds about this kind

of precedent," she said. "In my opinion, there is no legal basis for the
reversal."
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Jim Raoss, land use commissian director, said he was pleased with the ruling.

Eldon Hout, deputy director of the Department of Land Conservation and

Develapment, said that if the city fails to get an exception from Wasca County,
it would not necessarily mean the city would have to be dismantled.

He said Rajneeshees could petition for a plan amendment to the Wasco County
camprehensive plan that would validate existing structures.

The reversal, written by Judge Michael Gillette, said the court earlier had
improperly substituted its own judgment for that of the land use commission "by

making what was, in our view, a more logical interpretation of the goal defining
urban land."






PAGE 12
The Assocliated Press, June 14, 1984

The Cologne area, with an estimated 3,000 members, is the center of the West
German movement, which claims to have 50,000 adherents. It boasts the sect's
largest disco with an annual turnover estimated at $1.1 million.

Founded by Rajneesh 31 years ago in Poona, India, the movement relocated
its world headquarters in 1981 to Oregon, where the Rajneeshees bought a ranch
and later incorporated more than 2,000 acres as the 1,000-resident city of
Rajneesnpuram.

Although sect members cultivate an image of peace, their relations with West
berman authorities have been strained.

Wiesbaden city officials petitioned a local court last fall to block the

opening of the Rajneeshee disco, but an appeals court overturned the arder,
ruling there was no evidence they would use the disco wrongfully.

Bruno Reimuth, a spokesman for the city, said Wiesbaden has no current
problems with the disco. "Everything seems normal," he said.

When the city of Augsburg refused a license to the sect's disco in April,

dozens of Rajneeshees danced in the streets to protest the action and demanded
"freedom of religion."

In Essen, irate citizens collected a petition with 3,500 names to protest the

sect's "meditation room" in  former retail shop. Rajneeshees sued when local
politicians branded them a "“criminal asscciation" importing drug abuse and
prostitution to the Ruhr district city. The case is pending.

Sources at the Ministry of Health and Youth in Bonn said the West German

government is monitoring the sect's activities and ri 1ins concerned about its
efforts to win new members.

Last month, the European Parliament in Strasbourg urged Common Market

countries to tighten their control on financial dealings of groups like the
Rajneeshees.

It proposed a voluntary code of conduct for the groups, such as banning the

induction of minors and allowing members unrestricted communication with their
families. Member governments, it said, should tighten laws that give the sects
charity status and tax exemption and should subject the sects to labor and
social security laws.

German authorities fear that sect members 21y be exploited by working in the
discos for only pocket money. But sect members disagree.

"We don't work here. We meditate. Cleaning toilets, washing glasses. It's all

rshipping," explained Ma Anand Subath, young German woman who works at the
sect's disco in Hanover.

Sect m¢ jers say much of the Jney earned from the discos, boutiques and

other businesses goes to finance their communes and to help pay air fares for
annual trips to the guru's headquarters in Oregon.

The German-language edition of The Rajneesh Tit 3, the sect's weekly,
carries numergus ads from German travel agencies offering cut-rate fares to
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the "Third Annual World Celebration” June 30-July é in Qregon.
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''If there's no private financial involvement there is no conflict of
interest,’'' she said.

The commission's Investigation so far has shown that 27 officials of the two
cities who r~e followers of the Bhagwan are also officers in several of the
religious movement's organizations, including the Rajneesh Foundation
International, the Rajneesh Investment Corp. and the Rajnt ;h Neg-! inyas
International Ct ine.

The commission's findings show that the gi Rajneeshpu ‘ ' e
boundaries of Rancho Rajneesh, which is owned by the investment corgaration

and leased to the international commune.

Smith charged that '‘this relationship represents, by its very nhature, 3
violation of ethic statutes,'' claiming the types of businesses proposed by the
commune and the corporation '‘would bDe impossible at this location without the
legal efforts of the public officials of Rajneeshpuram.''

He made the same allegations about the Rajneeshees who control the Antelope
City Council.

''There are some questions that are unan: :red that we would have pursued if
» had the ney,'' Reynolds said.

Those questions include the appropriateness of contracts varded by the

cities to Rajneesh -owned corporations and what positions the Rajneeshee
councilmembers hold in the various businesses.

There were also questions, she said, about whether state ethics laws apply ta
non-profit organizations.
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SECTION: Regional Nt
DISTRIBUTION: Oregon
LENGTH: 254 rds
DATELINE: SALEM, Ore.
KEYWORD

BODY:

The City of Rajneeshpuram acted properly in annexing 119 acres of farm land
last year, an attorney faor the central Oregon religious community told the
Oregon Court of Appeals Wednesday.

The city, founded by the followers of Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajnessh, is

under court order to stop construction of a hotel and other commercial buildings
on the land and Wasco County has issued 38 citations alleging zoning violations.

The attorney, Ma Prem Sangeet, said the city followed the proper pracedures

in annexing and rezoning the land, which was inside the city's propased urban
growth boundaries. Prior to annexation, the land had been zoned for exclusive
farm use.

Objections to the annexation have been raised by 1,000 Friends of Oregon, a
land use watchdog group, and Wasco County.

Mark Greenfield, an attorney for 1,000 Friends, told the court that

Rajneeshpuram's status as a city is in question and, consequently, so is the
annexation. He said an urban growth boundary must be acknowledged before
urban-type activities can take place.

'"'The land was and is agricultural land,'' Greenfield said, claiming that

without a state-approved land use plan the city should have gone through an
exceptions process.

The argt @nts :re the latest skirmish between the followers of the Bhai in
and land use advocates. The Land Use Board of Appeals has already determined
that the annexation y illegal.

The court of appeals ruled in February that a LUBA decision invalidating
the city's incorporation was flawed.
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Propri 1984

SECTION: Regional Ni 3
DISTRIBUTION: Oregon
LENGTH: 615 wards

HEAl

BYLINE: By CLYDE JABIN
DATELINE: SALEM, Ore.
KEYWORD: Rajneesh

BODY:

A state agency and watchdog land-use arganization plan to ask the Qregon
Supreme Court to overturn Tuesday's Court of Appeals order that the
incorporation of Rajneeshpuram did not violate statewide p. 1ining goals.

The Land Conservation and Development Commission and 1000 Friends of Oregon

announced they would appeal the court ruling, which they said would adversely
affect the orderly transition of rui | land to urban -~ound the state.

The Land Use Board of Appeals last September held that Wasco County

violated LCDC land-use planning goals in approving the incorporation of
Rajneeshpuram, the city set up by followers of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. The
city contended that the rule used in halding the incorporation was invalid was
not in place when the county acted in 1981, and that it could not be applied
retroactively.

The appeals court agreed with that asses: :nt.

''‘We're very happy to see that temporary rule was shown for what it is,'’

said Mayor Swami Krishna Deva, '‘'which 1s that it « ; basically made two years
after the fact.''

The mayor said the city would now ask the Circult Court to lift an injunction

issued last year that prohibited work on 119 acres of former farmland that
Rajneeshpuri annexed last August. He said the injunction issued Oct. 24
prevented Rajneeshees from proce¢ ing with work on a hotel, factory, \rehouses,
reception center, theater, cafeteria and production shops.

''It definitely created a hardship on the community since buildings planned
had to be shelved since there were no permits for them,'' sald Deva, wha is
1 +or of a city of 1,500 people.

John Mills, director of publications for 1000 friends, said that the

Appeals Court ruling would, if left stand, nullify efforts to keep rural lands
from being overrun with urban sprawl.
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"'The effects of the court's decision is to allow 150 people (the number

originally listed for Rajneeshpuram) to incorporate and then proceed with
massive urban development anywhere in the state,’'' he said. ''This averturns
long-standing policies that protect the state's farm and forestlands from
exactly this type of development.'’

Mills said, however, that the ruling would not affect the status quo at
Rajneeshpul n, which is that the city cannot issue any further building permits.

Deputy Director Eldon Hout of the Land Conservationh and Development

Department said the LCDC in setting its goals was acting on '’'one of the
fundamental concerns of the Legislature in establishing the land-use program.''
He sald that was that the '‘conversion of rural and resource land to urban usage
follow a reasonable and rationale process.''’

He said the LCDC interpreted those goals and wrote an iIministrative rule
explaining how goals apply to planning of a new city. He said the court was now
saying the LCDC rongly interpreted the rules LCDC wrote.

''We know what we think,'' said Hout.

Hout said that the agency's view was that the incorporation of Rajheeshpuram

should not have been allowed to proceed without a request being made under the
(emption process to the state land-use goals.

John Bagg of LUBA said he did not expect the issue to be resclved for some

tir . He sai that that if it does come back to LUBA he expected the board
members would have some additional data from the rties involved about what the
court action meant and how to deal with it.

‘'It is pretty eai + for LUl to say much about 1t is ing on,'' he said.

The ttorney general's office also was waiting oh the sidelines to : 2 if it
will have to proceed in its representation of the State Building Codes Division,
which would have certain regulatory authority on construction in an
unincorporated area.
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RUSCTYFOUND
‘(i TUTIONAL |

Oiegon Attorney General Says
it Is Violating Separation -
: § of Church and State

SALEM, Ore., Oct. 6 (UP1) — The in-
rporation of Rajneeshpuram, a city] .
fpunded by an Indian guru’s followers,
violated state and Federal constitu-
onal guarantees .of separation of
church and state, the Oregon Attomey
eneral ruled tpday.
| The opinion had been requested by
te Representative Mike McCrack-
en, who questioned the legality of the
cpy’s recelving state revenue-sharing
unds.

f “‘After nine months of study, we have
come to the inevitable conclusion that
on the facts presented to us, Rajneesh-
puram cannot be a clty," Attorney
Qenerai Dave Frobnmayer said. ‘‘The
constitutional prohibition against inter-
mingiing of church and state is so basic
to our system of government that we
feel a responsiblity now to determine
whether the facts are as we believe,
and if so, to take appropriate legal ac

tion.”
)

' He Arrived In 1881

{The Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Raj-
neesh, 51 years old, moved to central
Uregon in 1981 from India with several
hundred followers and founded a com.
muge on a ‘ that w

ohn Wayne mavie.

i The red-clad followers, took political
control of the smail town of Antelope,
ZQ miles away, embittermg long-time
'resldents. They founded Rajneeshpu.

//rm on the ranch, where the guru lives] .

i wdth 1,200 followers. Most of them are

a;ﬂuent and educated young Ameri-
cans and Europeans.

- ¥The guru has taken a vow of silence
but makes daily drives in one of his 30
Eolls-Royces, to the dehght of follow-
ers who line the roads in adulation.

The group has started several busi.
nesses and has consldered purchasing
property in other parts of the state,
atousing fears of some residents who
are susplcious of the sect’s religious
practices. The followers' lean toward
egcounter therapies, indulge in what
some call “free sex” and pride them-
selves on combining the profit motive

th environmental concerns.

e Bhagwan, whose name means
*“the blessed one” in Hindl, is facing a
deporation threat, however. He came
tg the United States on a tourist visa
and according to the lmmigratlon and
Naturalization Service he is not enti-
tied to the status of a *“religious work-
et.,”” However, immigration officials
are reconsidering an earlier decision to
deny him residency.
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ting of State, Religion

By RUSSELL CHANDLER, Times Religion Writer

The attorney general of Oregon
said Thursday that he is prepared to
take legal action to dismantle the
city of Rajneeshpuram, incorporat-
ed last year by followers of contro-
versial Indian guru Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh, in light of his opinion that
the city is unconstitutional because
it violates the doctrine of separation
of church and state,

“After nine months of study, we
have come to the inevitable conclu-
sion that on the facts presented to
us, Rajneeshpuram cannot be a
city,” Atty. Gen. Dave Frohnmayer
said in a legal opinion released at a
press conference in Salem, Ore,

“The constitutional prohlbition
against intermingling of church and
state is so basic to our system of
government that we feel a responsi-
bility now to determine whether the
facts are as we believe, and if so, to
take appropriate legal action.”

Frohnmayer's opinion, combined

with an order issued against the city
last week by the state Land Use
Board of Appeal, casts doubt on the
future of the already beleaguered
central Oregon religious commune
of 1,200 residents.

The land-use board, in its order
Sept. 30, said incorporation of the
$60-million city in May, 1982, vio-
lated statewide land-use goals that
prohibit urban development on ru-
ral fand without compelling justifi-
cation. Although the order has been
appealed, it has the immediate_ef-
fect of stopping further expansion of
the municipality,

Rajneeshpuram’s mayor, Swami
Krishna Deva, said Thursday that
the city will fight any move to
dismantle it. Opposition to the city is:
a thinly veiled ploy by “guru hat-
ers” who want Rajneesh and his
disciples out of Oregon, the mayor
said.

»“There’s no way that we would aliow
bigoted opinions. . . the misuse of a play of
politics . . . a bunch of hogwash, to get in
the way of a model community and beauti-
ful experiment,” Deva said In a telephone
interview.

{Frohnmayer's opinion, which does not
have the force of law, said the clty is the
“functional equivalent of a religious com-
mune” because its property is owned by a
corporation that is wholly owned by a
religious foundation.

~“The intrusion of religlon into city
government affairs Is pervasive and un-
avoidable,” Frohnmayer said. “There is in
éffect a tatal fusion of government and
religious functions. In short, as presently
constituted, this city is fundamentally inca-
pable of behaving as a city.”

State Rep. Mike McCracken of Albany,
Ore., who requested the opinion, had asked
Frohnmayer a serles of questions about
Rajneeshpuram, Including whether the
state legally could give revenue-sharing
money to the city. Under state law, cities
recelve shares of state gaSoline and ciga-
rette taxes and liquor revenues.

Frohnmayer said Rajneeshpuram could
not receive such funds because, under the
state constitution, public money cannot be
used to aid religion. Ma Prem Isabel, who
heads press relations for the guru, said that
Rajneeshpuram “wasn’t using noney
anyway” and that Frohnmaye _ 1lon is
“based on false assumptions.”

Allegations Termed ‘Untrue’

She added it {s “untrue” that the,
Rajneesh corporation that uitimately con-
trols the city and the surrounding 64,000
acres bought by the guru's closest followers
in the summer of 1981 permits only
disciples of the mystic to live there.

“People who are not disclples or mem-
bers of the (Rajneesh) religion are living in
the city now,” Isabel said.

Mayor Deva, pressed about how many
non-Rajneeshees dwell in the city, sald it Is
a “handful” that inciudes contractors from
the outside who are working on jobs in the
city.

Since the city charter was obtained,
250,000 square feet of permanent buildings
have been constructed, inciuding a five-
wing ‘“‘university’’ where a blend of
Rajncesh-style Eastern mysticism and
West Coast sensory therapy is taught, 38
residential fourpiexes that are scheduled
for expansion Into a two-story hotel com-
plex, a furniture plant, an airport and a
large shopping mail.

Oplolen Welcomed

Mark J. Greenfield, staff attorney for
1,000 Friends of Oregon, a land-use watch-
dog group concerned about the effect of
Rajneeshpuram’s urban development on
neighboring ranching operations, hailed
the attorney general's opinion but noted
that it was on an issue different from the
interests of his group.

“We have been challenging the incorpo-
ration of Rajneeshpuram on the basis that it
is a violation of Oregon’s iand-use laws,” he
said. “The basis of the Land Use Board of
Appeals ruling was the failure of the
persons seeking to incorporate and of the
county to justify an exception to the goals
that prohibit urban development on rural
land.”

The land-use board's order has been
appealed, but the Wasco County Circuit
Court, which has jurisdiction - over
Rajheeshpuram, meanwhile has issued a
temporary restraining order that requires
persons seeking buliding permits to be
warned of the agency’s action. In addition,
the order bans subdivisions and annexa-
tions to the city and prohibits any develop-
ments that would leave “permanent scars
on the land, including dams,” according to
Greenfield.

The commune already has bullt a $1.5-
million earthen dam and a 45-acre reser-
voir that holds 350 miilion gallons of water.

Problems In Indla

Leaders of the Rajneesh community
claim as many as 15,000 followers through-
out the United States. Rajneesh, 51, left his
commune in Poona, India, in 1981 after
encountering tax and other problems with
the Indian government. He and his follow-
ers settled on the sprawling former “Big
Muddy” cattle ranch that once was the
setting for a John Wayne movie.

The Rajneeshnees, who dress in orange
or red clothing and wear neckiaces bearing
a picture of their guru, immediately ran into
conflict with longtime resldents of the
nearest town, Antelope, which had a
population of 40 at the time. The Rajnee-
shees took political control of Antelope,

stepping up the controversy with municipal
and state governments, . .

Rajneesh also is battling with Immigra-
tlon and Naturalization Service authorities,
who have refused to grant him resident
status as a religious leader and teacher.
Last week, lawyers for Rajneesh filed a
new petition, backed by thousands of
letters, photographs and documents, as-
serting that the guru Is entltled to perma-
nent residente in the United States under
a S category reserved for persons of
“l,ai _ptional ability and international ac-
ciaim.” :
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Guru’s Followers Build Beehiy

“aradox

Flourishing Ct ™ “tartles Rural Oregon

By RUSSELL CHANDLER, Times Religion Writer
RAJNEESHPURAM, Ore.—Two 'Destroyed Antelope’

years ago, when Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh packed up his religious
commune in Poona, India, and
bought 64,000 acres of rolling range
land in a remote section of central
Oregon, hardly anyone in the state
had ever heard of the controversial
guru. And even his closest disciples
were insisting that the only reason
they had bought a “small farm” in
Oregon was “to plant a few acres of
sunflowers.”

K But today, almost 15,000 people
from nearly every country of the
world are assembled here in an
amazing newly incorporated city
that has sprung up among previous-
ly barren hills 120 miles southeast of
Portland and about 20 miles from
the nearest paved road.

Dressed in orange or red gar-
ments and wearing beaded necklac-
-es with a locket containing
Rajneesh’s picture—symbolic of
their discipleship to the 51-year-old
mystic—the pilgrims have come by

plane, car and bus to participate in -
Rajneesh’s second annual “World
Celebration.”

The seven-day festival is an
extravaganza of meditation and
spiritual discourses, wild dancing
and “transcendental” therapy, rec-
reation and nude sunbathing at one
of two lakes created at the 100-
square-mile spread.

The opening highlight of the
festival, for which the faithful each
paid $500 for tent accommodations,
was an early morning meeting, or
satsang, conducted Saturday in the
two-acre open-sided Buddha Hall
that adjoins Jesus Grove near the
crossroads of ‘‘downtown”
Rajneeshpuram. Streaming into the
white linoleum-carpeted hall froma
fleet of 85 yellow school buses the
city of Rajneeshpuram now owns
(making it the fourth largest trans-

. portation system in Oregon) the
Rajneeshees shed their shoes at
dozens of efficiently run check
stands, and waited quietly. Some
swayed to the music of sitars and
flutes.

The excitement became electric
when the appointed moment came:
the Bhagwan himself (the name in
Hindi means “Sir God") drove
slowly around the Buddha Hallin a“
white Rolls Royce and emerged to
sit in total silence for more than an

hour in a high-backed upholstered chair placet
on a platform. As the devotees knelt and bowex
low, several of Rajneesh's lectures (taped ir
1976) were played over the sound system.

The religion of Rajneesh, as well as his vast
$60-million empire centered here and spreading’
throughout a network of 500 centers to an
estimated 200,000 followers worldwide, is full of
paradoxes, contrasts and conflicts.

Ever since the Bhagwan's leaders quiet{y
bought the ranch, formerly known as ‘fthe Big
Muddy.” for $6 miltion ($1.5 million of it in cash)
in July of 1981, longtime local residents—mostly
ranchers and retirees who moved away from
larger cities—have been suspicious of the guru's
repu‘~*:~= *~r advocating free sex, and they have
bee 1at the Rajneeshees would take over
theil

T
ed.

rehensions have not been unfound-

“They have destroyed Antelope, of course,”
lamented Margaret Hill, the former mayor of the
hamlet that is the nearest incorporated city to
Rajneceshpuram.

“T'here’s no way we can live compatibly with
them,” added Frances Dickson, the wife of

Antelope's postmaster, during a meeting the,

other day at the Hills' residence to discuss with a
reporter what had happened since Rajneesh
moved in two years ago. Only 16 of the town’s
former population of 45 people remain, but about
70 Rajneeshees have moved into town. '

The sannyasin—as the Bhagwan's disciples are
called—assumed political control of Antelope by
winning the mayorality race and five of six City
Council seats last November, plus three other
city posts. Since then, Antelope’s taxes have
tripled, and the old Antelope cafe and general
store has been turned Into a vegetarlan restau-
rant run by Rajneeshees.

Particularly galling to Margaret Hill Is the fact
that the restaurant’s sign, “Zorba the Buddha,” is
visible from her front window. Noting that Ma
Anand Sheela, the 33-year-old Indian woman
who is Rajneesh’s chief administrator, had prom-
ised that the sannyasin would not attempt to
control the town, Mrs. Hill added with bitterness
in her voice: !

“We could have really leaned on our county
cominission (to stop the takeover) if we had
known what wimps they were. You can quote
that.”

Old-time Antelope residents are also incensed
that the present City Councll recently passed an
ordinance setting aside an area within the
hamlet’s undeveloped city park where nudity is
allowed—making Antelope the first Oregon clty
to adopt such a measure.

Michael Sullivan, the district attorney of
Jefferson County, in which some of the Rajneesh
property lies, believes tension between the
Rajneeshees and other Oregonians {s mounting.

“A year or two ago, the sympathies tended to
be with the newcomers,” he said. “Americans
love an underdog. But now they are viewed as
bullying the local community, They have a
platoon of attorneys out there and they sue: It's

beginning to backfire.”

Sullivan and others say they believe that one of
the nation’s largest’ cultural conflicts in this
decade will occur over Rajneeshpuram.

“It's a question of separation of church and
state,” Sullivan explained. “Can a religious group
take advantage of forming a municipality to
obtain revenue sharing, and (state) liquor,
gasoline and cigarette tax money? Someone has
to make that decision, and it will be challenged in

court'.."
Antelope’s new mayor, Ma Prem Kgrun'a,
defended the city’s policies and taxes as being in

line with a goal of improving and expanding its

services. And Ma Sheela, her brown eyes
flashing, said that tension between the R_a;.nces_h
commune and surrounding communitics 18
“bound to happen because of the rigidity .of the
outsiders.

“We'll deal with it laughingly an
in the most flexible manner possi
ble,” she said during an interview il
the large double-wide mobile hom:
that she and her husband, Swam
Jayananda (also called John Shel
fer) live in at Rajneeshpuram. “Bu
we are saying in a very firm .way
We're not going to let you perse
cute us’ That's why roses hawv
thorns. Qutside opinion, pressure:
and bigotry do hot concern us.”

. Outside opinion has not alway:

-sided with the followers of Bhag-

wan Rajneesh and that has con-
rcerned them. .
! The Portland office of the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service
has refused to grant Rajneesh resi-
dent status as a religious leader. The
Bhagwan's lawyers have until July
15 to file rebuttal papers and the
outcome is uncertain. ‘

And last week, the Oregon Su-
preme Court rcfused to hear an
appeal by Rajneesh attorneys chal-
lenging a ruling that Rajneeshpur-
am’s Incorporation must satisfy
statewide land-use planning goals.
The decision means that the legal
standing of the clty, which-now has
a permanent population of about
800—all followers of Rajneesh—Is
under a cloud.

A land-use watchdog group, 1,000
Friends of Oregon, which has made
it clear that it has no love for-the
“redshirts,” as the sannyasin.are
someliines derisively called, has led
the attack against the ingorpargtion
of Rajneeshpuram. I ‘ ‘

‘Used a Loophole’ L

“Our position is that you-don't
create a city for rural uses.". . and
unless there's urban development,”
Mark Greenfield, an attorney ‘for
1,000 Friends of Oregon, told The
Times. “Basically, they tried to use
a loophole” to create their city in an
agricuitural zone, he said. .

But Swaml Prem Niren, a com-
mune attorney who has been lobby-
ing Oregon legisiative and . U.S.
congressional aides lately apout
Rajiicesh immigration and consti-
tutional issues, said he doubts 1,000
Friends of Oregon carf succeed in
“having Rajneeshpuram demo}-
ished. N

“There is a city here and I am
confident that eventuaily the.ad-
ministration and legal processes will
run their courses and this rather
bold adventure in agricultural and
social models will flourish,” Niren
said.

Under the leadership of the
Bhagwan and Ma Sheela, the com-
mune indeed has flourished—larg
ly through long hours of essentia

: s
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free labor by hundreds of devotees
and what an outsider called “the
liberal application of megabucks
raised by one of the world's richest
and shrewdest gurus.”

The commune has cleared and
planted more than 3,000 acres for
grain, vegetable and fruit crops.
Thfere is now a $1.5 million earthen
dam and 45-acre reservolr that
- bplds 350 million gallons of water. A
segies of 150 smaller check dams has
been built to stop erosion, and the
ecology -conscious sannyasin have
installpd sophisticated sewage
treatmeng and waste recyclmg op-
erations.

Since the. ,Rajneeshpuram city
charter was obtained in May of 1982,
250,000 square feet of permanent
buildings have been constructed,
including a five-wing “university”
where a mix of Rajneesh-style
Eastern mysticism and West Coast

sensory therapy is taught; 38 resi- -

dential quadraplexes which will be
expanded into a two-story hotel
complex, and a large shopping mall
housing a variety of reslaurants
stores and offices.

Hard Workera T

The city has a police, force and fire
departmem a modern medical ciin-
ic:and an airport from which five
planes, includmg three DC-3 “Alr
Rajneesh” transports, ferry 'guests

..and VIPs in and out, of Porglands

" abrport:

Lo

“We've spént $60 million here so
far,”  says Ma Prem Savitd, the

" finance ofﬁcer for Rajneesh. “The

ranch itself is now worth 320 million

in work and businesses,” ©'*"
The Bhagwan s résident dlsmples

willingly spend 10 to.12 hours a day,

‘Seven days a week, working in

various jobs in a klbbutz style coop-
erative life. While the sanyassin are

L.A.

“Brainwashing imposed by our
society —the conditioning we have
learned —is washed away here,” she
said during an interyiew. “We're
more authentic here.”

Adulation that the brightly
dressed followers of the Bhagwan
 feel for their “Enlightened Master”
l'is plainly e\ndent 8ach day when
they line the dirt roadway leading
from his secluded quarters to await
"his 2 p.m. “drive-by.” The single-
file Yine of devotees, hands clasped
reverently under their chins, has
grown to more than a mile long as
the population of this theocratic city
has swelled during the festival.
‘Many seem to be in a trance-like
state of ecstasy, and others weep, as
he passes slowiy by during the daily
ritual.

The sannyasin tend to be
young—the average age is early-
to-mid:30s~single and well-edu-

cated Many are from well to-do
famll|e§ and more than a few
achievetl success in the “outside
world” before joining the commune.
Those attending the festival this
week are predominantly from the
United States and Western Eu-
rope—about 20% are from West

Germany-although Asian - coun- .

tries are also well represented.

Rajneeghees greet one other with
long, affectionate hugs and caresses.
Open displays of sexual fondling
seem to be taken for granted.
Same-sex embraces are common;
homosexualily is considered accept-
able by the Bhagwan.

Adoration for the Bhagwan was
also apparent during a night-time
darshan, or singing and dancing
celebration, held in the Buddha Hall
Friday night.

After initiating about 30 new
qanvussm Swami Anand Teertha.

_provided clothes, a place Lo sleep,
*. vegetarian meals and medical and

dental care as needed, they do’not
receive:any pay and no benems go
with them if they leave,

“My work is my worship, my
meditation,” said Anrita Pritam, 31,
the daughter of the late Rep, Leo
Ryan (D-Calif.), whose slaymg
touched off the Jonestown ' mass

o

suicide of religious cult members int

Guyana in 1978. “I don’t think in
terms of what I would be doing five
to 10 years from now, but I wouldn't
want to leave,” shesaid,  ~

Adding that she thinks she would -

have “ended up here” (Rajneesh-
puram) regardless of her father's
death at the hands of a crazed cult
member, Pritam said the experience
with the Bhagwan is “totally -dis-

_similar” to that experxenced by

jollowe;s of Jim Jones

L ] L1 PC )
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v 50, a spiritua} second-in-command

under Rajneesh, urged the large

gathering to “make yourself availa- :
the Y

ble for Bhagwan. ... Feel
ecstatic energy of Bhagwan. He is
all around; he’s filling the space
with himself.”

As some disciples began to dance
wildly to the strains of Indian music,
others prostrated themselves on the
floor -facing "the direction of
Rajneesh’s house. (He was not
present at the meeting and since the
spring of 1981 has not spoken in
public.)

~The next morning, while
Rajneesh sat motionless on the
platform in the Buddbha Hall, his
disciples listened intently to his
words, recorded on tape by a pro-
fessional reader:

“When you look into the nature of
desire you will understand that it is
like a horizon. It appears far away.
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Go, move—it moves with you. . . .

. You have $10,000. The mind asks for

$20,000 . . . you have become more
addicted to comforts. Now the old
house looks small, the old car looks
an insult; it has to be dropped. A
new car is nceded. Now the mind
asks for $40,000.”

The discourse concluded on the
note that if a person drops all
desires—"the whole nonsense of
achievement—then suddenly God
comes to you.” :

Within moments, after raising his
arins in benediction and nodding
stiffly to the assembled throng, the
Bhagwan retired to the chauffeured
$120,000 white Rolls Royce—one of
about 30 in his fleet—and slowly
circled the Buddha Hall before
disappearing up the Juniper-lined
driveway leading to his residence in
Lao Tzu Grove.
























